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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF TIHE RECORD page 4128
maust 27, 1947

DEFENSE - Division V - Ppacific

Naval Preparations

[IIGASA - Direct

rage
\
DIREOT EXAMINATION OF HIGASA, KEN. |
26936 » The witness stated he 'liwd'tﬁ"ﬁﬁo. 1fe identified exhibit

26937 No. 3021 as his affidavit, and verified it. * The witness stated that
in the swmer of 1941, he was a ataff officer of Imperial General
Headquarters. At the conclusion of the pact with FIC, he was seni 1o
aid the spot negotiations which were carried out by General SUMITA at

' Hanoi. SUMITA was informed from General Headquarters that the negotia-
tions on the co-defense of FIC was concluded in France on July 21, between
parlen and Ambassador KATO, and that the exchange of official statements
was made on July 2. At the same time he was informed of the arrangement
of military expansion and cooperation, exhibit No. 651. [le was informed
of its contents before July 29, when it was executed.

26938 SUMITA immediately opened negotiations. # At that tims,
relations between the Japanese and the FIC govermment office was very A
friendly and close, and the spot agreement proceeded smoothly and }
speedily. The witness, with the Navy and Foreign Office representatives, |
witnessed the signing baetween SUMITA and the governor-General. In
addition to the Covernor-General, there were present the Chief gecretary
and other persons. SUMITA, at the signing, agsked the French whether the
notice from France contained the same contents as exhibit 651, and
received an affirmative answer, The date of the agreement was July 23,

1941. i
|} |

The contents of the agreement was for enforcing details in |
compliance with the official statement. It is composed of detailed, |
concrete measures, such as + movement of Japanese forces, their landing o
point and date, their course, occupation regions, billeting and supply
facilities for the forces, removal of breach mechanisms from the French
guns to avoid collisions betvween the two forces, the gist and region of
vithdrawal of the FIC forces from the beach where the Japanese planned
to land, and the establishment of land marks visible from the air at the
stationed areas of FIC forces. The telegram sent from headquarters and
the agreement cannot be found.

FJ

C™
2D
L W
O

[ S— -t

- He flew by air to Hainan Island the day after the conciusion
o of the agreement, and informed the supreme commanders of the Japanesc
Army and Navy of the course up to the conclusion, and the contents of
’ | the agreement. They talked about minute arrangements for preventing
| | 26940 * accidental collision.

e — ---E_ e =N i — -.-.\'f"'- — ;T ‘r - ." ——




NARRATIVE SUMMARY O
Al U8 t E?g 19}47
DEFENSE - Division V - pacific
Naval Preparations

HIGASA - Direct

F THE RECORD Page 4129

Page

Detailed
The arrangementa were

to report it to the Japanese
was carried out in this manner.

the 28th, and the greater part on the 29th.

He later learned that t
protocol for co-defense of FIC wa
Statements * were re
Japan and France.
and the occupation

he date of the formal
8 July 29, Hovever, the official
ported on July 22 to each respective agency, by

Based on this, the pact was concluded harmoniously
began.

signing of the |

26941

| THERE WAS NO CROSS-EXAMINATION OF THE WITNESS,

Exhibit No.

February 13, 1946, stat

Southern FIC, and that was
with 3

2692

Planned to OcCupy FIC. Japan concluded a joint defense treaty to
stabilize FIC on July 29, ]

not entered South FIC.

agreement. He denied that they
to send troops whether FIC agreed or not. There Was a military agreement
of September 22, 1940, under which troops were stationed in northern
FIC. However, military pressure from Singapore, the Philippines, and

others, had continued. 0o July 25, freezing of assets had

2694  gone into efflbct, and it

commerce with the NEI.
stabilization of FIC was

very important.
to south FIC in accordanc

26945

Japan needed peaceful
and maintain the

tin, and food, to

trade to

China struggle., Japan

be gained by peaceful trade,

The China Tnecident was
on July 29,

The main rea

le fighting with China.
support production at home
needed oil, iron ore,

to carry on peaceful
continuing} and the
iroops were sent
The Imperial Conference

cided to carry on negotiations with France.

south in July
Son was the

bauxi te,
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MEMORANDUM FOR:  Mra Suttonl/ Ma jor Depo

FROM | : IDWARD P. NONAGHAN, Chief,
Investigative Division, IPS

SUBJECT : Defense Witness

l. Please find attaeched hereto list of material available on
the following witness and/or witnesses.

DEFENDANT

Witness general

WITNESS LIST OF NATERTAT AVATIABLE

HIGASA ,Ken Curriculum Vitae

2. Please acknowledge receipt of this memorandum by initialling
and returning attached carbon copy to this office, Room 300.

T

Incl IDWARD P, MONAGHAN
(Described above)
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o ) PERSONAL HISTORY OF HIGASA, Ken.
$Il.. .
i B

DOMICILE: OEKAYAMA Prefecture

DATE OF BIRTH: 1 Dec 1902

1916, Sept 1  Entered the Local Military Preparatory School.
1919, Apr. 24 Graduated from the Local Military Preparatory School.

—-:-ll—'lrt--p'_

T

Fntered the regular course of the Central Military Preparatory
School.

| 1920, Aug 7 According to the Military Academy Regulation, Imperial
| Ordinance No. 236, of 1920, admitted into the preparatory

course of the Military Academy (War Ministry)

F

May 1

e

— T ———88SCN

] 1921, Mar 18 Completed the preparatory course of the Military Academy.
Appointed probational officer.
Attached to the 69th Infantry Regiment (War Ministry).

1921, Mar 25 Assigned to the 69th Infantry Regiment,
1921, Mar 25 Appointed Superior Private, Infantry (the 69th Inf. Regiment)
Mar 31 Served under order of organiszing the 9th Division.
*. ' Apr 1 Admitted into the Depot Unit of the 69th Inf. Regiment.
- 1921, July 1 Promoted to Corporal, Infantry. (€9th Inf. Regiment) .
Sep 1  Promoted to Sergeant, Infantry (69th Inf. Regiment) .
Oct 1 FEntered the regular course of the Military Academy.

1922 Aug 18 Served under Order of Demobilizing the Gth Division.

£ | 1923 July 21 Completed the regular course of Military Acadeny.
July 25 Promoted to Sergeant-Major, Infantry (69th Infantry Regiment) .
Appointed a probatigmal officer.
1923 Sep 25 According to Article 10 of the Army Replacement Regulation,
! Selection Board.

the following was approved at the Officers
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PERSONAL HISTORY OF HIGASA, Ken (Con'd)

1923

1925
1926

1929
1932

1932

1933
1934

1934

1937

1937

1938

1939

Oct 25

Dec 20

Oct 25
Dec 1
Dec 13
Jan 15
Aug 8
Aug 8

Dec 7

Dec 20
Mar 5

Aug 1

Aug 1
Apr 29

Feb 15
Feb 27
Aug 2

Sept 22

Féb 17

e w . -. M i 4 | . L L " b . L B | ‘.
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Appointed 2nd Lieutenant, Infantry (Cabinet)
Attended to the 69th Infantry Regiment (War Ministry).

Awarded the 8th Court Rank, Senlor Grade.

Assigned to the 35th Infantry Regiment. (War Ministry)
Appointed 1st Lieutenant, Infantry (Cabinet)

Awarded the 7th Court Rank, Junior Grade.

Ordered to be student of the Army Staff College (War Ministry).
Awarded the 7th Court Rank, Senior Grade.

Appointed Captain (Cabinet). |
Appointed Battalion Adjutant, 35th Infantry Regiment (War Ministry).

Appointed Company Commander of the 35th Infantry Regiment
(W&r mniﬂtry ©

Ordered to serve with the General Staff Headquarters (War Ministry). .

Attached to the 35th Infantry Regiment (War Ministry).

Appointed Field Marshal's Adjutant, concurrently a member
of the General Staff Headquarters (War Ministry).

Ordered attendant to Fleld Marshal Prince Kotohito (War Ministry).

Decorated with the 5th Order of the Sacred Treasure as the
reward for his services in the 1931-34 affairs.

Awarded the 6th Couzxt Rank, Junior Grade.
Ordered to reside in France for the purpose of military research.
Appointed Major, Infantry (Cabinef) .

Appointed Assistant of Military Attache to the Imperial Embassy
in France (Cabinet).

Concurrently appointed Assistant of Military Attache to the
Imperial Embassy in Belgium. (Cabinet).

Appointed Lieut-Colonel, Infantry (Cabinet).
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PERSONAL HISTORY OF HIGASA, Ken (Con'd)

1939 Aug 15 Awarded the 6éth Court Rank, Junlor Grade.

1939 Nov 13
1940 May 4

1940 Apr 29

1943 Jan 1
1943 Mar 15

Dacorated with the 4th Order of the Sacred Treasure.
Relieved from the main post and additional post (Cabinet) .

Relieved from duty in the military section of the Imperial
General Headquarters.

Appointed member of the General Staff Headquarters.

Concurrently attached to Army Staff of the Imperial General
Headquarters (Far Ministry).

Decorated with the Intermediate Cordon of the Third Order
of the Rising Sun as the reward for his services in the

China Incident.
Appointed Colonel (Cabinet)
Awarded the 5th Court Order, Junior Grade.
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INTERNATIONAL FROSECUTION SECTION

JBENORANDUM ' 25 August 1947
TO t French Division ’
FRCM t D. N, Button

SUBJECTt Defense Witnesses Concerning Ocecupation of
Hainan Islands and French Indo-China

Will you kindli examine and prepare a report on the four
witnouu_ ﬁatoﬂ belows y .

¥ KONDU 4 Hobutake Def, Doc, No, 1687

"8&?"@5’ shigeru No. 1
- ABE, Katsuo No, 1
KH1GASA, Ken No. 1909

| We would like for this statement to include the usual
report on the witness, nay
lﬁl‘ltim as to cross-examination, if any, an analysis of the af-
fldavit, and a statement with appropriate references to the

record as to where our evidence on the same sudbject is found,

Since this phase will trolnhly be reached this afternoon
or tomorrew, we would like to have your report in triplicate on
each of these witnesses as promptly as possible,

De N, Button,
Assistant Counsel,

ce: Mr, Tavenner
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Defense Iﬁnsuaae Branch
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

Vg~

mm,sadao. et al % :
p SWORN DEFOSITION (Transluticbn) %é(( "7” s

YA yq %
Deponent: HIGASA,Ken , 55 3
o T el
cc

. | ’}r}M -
I. I am HIGASA Ken., '

I am now dwelling at po. 124, 2 Chome, Kitazawa, Setagaya-pistrict,
Tokyo Prefecture,

At the conclusion of the co-defenge pact betmeen Japan and French

spot_ negotiation which were carried out by jajor General Sumita stationed

D

at Hanoi at that time,

Indo-China in July. 1941, was concluded in France on 21, July, between

-
e

MTr. Darlan, the then Foreign pminister of the Vichy Government and

. Mw_;:_‘_ = e
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Daf. Doce # 1909
at the

Mr. HJs'IO)'Setemtsu. the J‘epanese lnbassador to Frauce, and th

were made on 22 J'uly. 191;1 At the
"."..L’bn, the

exchange of oi"ficiel staterents

emetimo-'ho ta!otnférmd of thozarrangomont. of fmilitery coopara
with that of Exhibit No. 6516 ulthough

it
-

eontente of which are identicel
reported

|

hibit No. 651 is dated 29 July, 1941, the contents were

before this date.

 Based upon these informations Ma jor General Sumita irpediately opened

negociaetions with "‘renoh Indo-chma- - i

&1; that tine the relation between Japanese party and the perty from

closely connected. 4s & result, the spot agreement based on the

exchansed officies stoterents, of which Major General ‘Sumite vias direct‘ly

in charge, proceeded simoothly and epeedily witheut any trouble, Toge_ther

with the Ne.vy and ‘?’ereign Office representatives 1 witnesaed the signing

between liajor General SUMITis Raishiro and Governer-ceneral DecouXas =8

the repreeentetivee of French Indo-china, there were present the

wen, and several other persons, -

Governor-General, the Chief-Secretary, J

and the signing was carried out in e very friendly, mnner.

it the signing, Major Genmeral SUMIT4 asked the French p&rty -.matnsr
i
t of

ance containing the saum rcontente aﬁe tha

the notification fron Fr

\ Exhibit No. 651 steted above reached french Indo=China per'gy. and tbe

French party affirned it. |

I recall thet the date of this agreement was 23, Juiy. 1941

% = % " '
s SRR S b o -_-ar-'.iﬁ'h'h'\:".r'. s




Def. poc. # 1909 %/?%/ ;

III. The contents of this agreement were none c;ther than that of enforcing

details In compliance with the official statement mentioned above.

It 1s caaposed of concrete aeasures in detaily,such as the movenient of

. A — o g—

Japanese forces, their landing point and landing date, the course of
the troops. occupation regions, the facilities for billeting and

| Supulying of the Jananese farces sthe removal of breech mechanism ffo:n
the guns of French Indo-cliina forcqs. particularly to avoid the

accidental occurrences of collision between Japancse and French Indo-

China forces as is set forth in Article IT of the official statement,
thé gist and region of withdrawal of the French Indo-China forces
stationed in the vicinity of the beach where Japanese forces plan to
land and {he establishment of land marks visible from the air at the
‘stationed areas of French tndo-china forces.

Neither the telegram sent from the General Headquarters, nor the

—— Tt 8 T
agrecment documents of that time > can be found today,

gy ———

TE— - —

(refer to the certificate attached)

IV. I flew by air to "San-ar in the gainan Tsland on the day after the
conclusion of this agreement, and informed the Surrene Commanders of
the Japanese Army and Navy, who were there as occupation forces, the
course ub to the conclusion and alse of the contents of the azrecients
We talked especially about the :ainute arrangements for the prevention
of accidental collision.

Then, on or about the following day, the 25th of‘J'uly.I remembory going

to saigon by air-with Major General Sumita and others. Detailed
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pef. Doc. # 1909

arrangements were made there between. French Indo~China forces

v
L]

stationed there and us. Needless to say, the preliminary agreements

etc. between Jaﬁan and French ITndo-China at Saigon were carried out

_—#

L

in a friend 1y atmosphere throughout these meetings. Scrupulous care

and preparations were ma;leﬁleat any accidental collision should
occur in the several days prior to the landing of Japanese forces.
It was ®specially planned in advance that the SUMITA Mission shall
8 qarpify the withdrawal of the Froedeh Indo-China forces from’'the beach,
who in turn ahall report it to the Japanese forces, and then the land-

ing shall begin. This was executed exactly so. 4ccordingly a part

of the Japenese forces landed on the 28th, and the greater part on the
- e ——— - —_

29th, and no accident occurred. - ‘

V. I later found in o document (Court Exhibit No. 651) that the date of
/" . s
the formal-sigping—of the protocol regarding the co-defange of
French Indo-China was 29, july, 19431,

Howdver, as mentioned above,the contcnts of the official statement
& Mt ‘

cxchanged‘ by Exg represcntatives of both countries on 22 July. were

'_— —

;_
reported to each respective-despatshed-egency, by the governaents of |

Japan and Francq. Based on this, the pact was concluded harmoniously

C : 25
and the pgcupation was begun,

on this 29-day of May, 1947.

At the Compoung of the Intermational jrilitary Tribunal For rast Asia.

'--l-."-l"

DEPONENT /s/ HIGASA Ken (seal)
—_-—_-’-—-——-—
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Bef. Doc. 3 1509

I, XIYOSE, ichiro, hereby certify that the above statement was

sworn by the Denonent, who affixed‘his signqtura and seal thereto in

the presence of this witness.,

on the same date, at the sarzma place. °

Witness; /s/ Kiyos®, Ichiro (seal) =

OATTI .

I2 accordance With my conscience I swear to tell the whole truth with-

\
holding nothing and adding nothing,

/s/ HIGASA,Ken (seal) :




pef. Doc. # 1909

.

CERTIFICATE OF SOURCE

I» YOSIIYALY, Y020, who ocoupy the post of the chief of Docunent
Section, the First Demobilization Bureau, Domobi]:izat ion office, herchy

certify that the following documents are at present not in the ar st ody
— = ______——_..‘-——————-_—"'_—-

of this Burecau.

i —

1. The telegram in which the General geadquarters informed the

SUIITA 1ission in French Indo-Chinma on 22 or 23, July, 1941, that .an

-

agreement as to the co-defence of French Indo-China was concluded betvieen

Jjapan and France. -

2. The pact concluded 'betiveen smgTA‘Raishiro and governor-general,

o
Gk

i)acoux. bgsed uwpon the said i;alegram,' in march, 1941.
certificd at Tokyo, ’}’

on this 19 day of July, 1947

/s/ YOSHIY:A,Yozo (seal)

1 nereby certify that the above signatui'e and seal were affixed
nereto in the presence of the Witness.

At the same place, on this same date.

.

witness. /s/ KIYOSE_Ichiro (seal)

(4 4




