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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION
Date: 29 August 1947

ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT:

mitle and Nature: Affidavit of the Witness,Fritz von |
PETERSDORF |

Date: 12 May 1947 Origimaml ( ) Copy (X) Language: English
Japanese

Doc., Ke. 3145

Has it been translated? 7Yes (X) No }
. Has it been photostated? Yes () No (X

' 1,OCATION OF ORIGINAL:
Russian Division
SOURCE OF ORIGINAL:

PERSONS IMPLICATED: N
TOJO, Hideki; .OSHIbﬂj Hiroshi; MUTO, Akira; KWANTUNG ARMY

CRIMES UR PHASE TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE:

Relations with the U.S.S.R.; Planning for Aggressive War
A.gainSt SOVIET.

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS:

Witness was assistant military attache, German Embassy in
TOKYO from 1938 - 1943, and gives testimony pertaining to JAPAN'S
plans to make a surprise attack on’VIADIVOSTOK (from report of

conversation between TOJO and OTT), information from J.
General Staff on military plans of >SOVIET UNION, and the

strengthening of the KWANTUNG M:Iuring the summer of 1941.

Testimony also includes asggressive political views against
RUSSA as expressed Dy OSHIMA, Hiroshi and reference iz made

adso to MUTO, Akira,

Analyst: E.T. Garden




Doc. Ko, 405

loscow, May 12, 1947,

Colonel Rosenblit, sssistant Soviet prosecutor of the

International Eilitary Tribunal for the Far E.st interro-

gated through an interpreter captain Gorasbﬁbva

ness Fritz Petersdorf, prisoner of wa

Question: Your name?

Answer: Fritz von Petersdorr, _
Q: Your age? | .

A: 47,

Q¢ Your last rank?
A Lieutenant-colonel.

Q: A4re you a prisoner of war?

As YQS" I am,

. Q: When and where were you taken prisonew?

A: In 1945 south of Berlin.

Q: What W85 your post in the German apmy?

Q: I w28 assigned to the headquarters
diViiiono

Q: Where is youp domicile at Present?
A: POW camp Ko, 27, '

Qs

of an infantry

Have any cha@ges besn brought against you by

- i T
_h‘-.r i W Ty

"




_ _i-hf’

2.

Soviet Froncuting or judiciary authorities?

A: No, no chajpges have been beought against me,

tne witness 1s warned that he must tell the truth and

He is also warned that he bears

hething but the truth.
testimony under article

eriminal responsibility for false
95 of the crimihal code of the R.8.F.8.R. (The Russian

Boviet Feder&tive Soviet Republic).

The 1nterpre€§§'captain Gerasimova is warned of the

responsibility for a deliberately wrong translation and

gsecretary - stenographer Kubeeva of the-fespontibility
for a dgééﬁZ%ély wrong gecording of the interrogation.

- Ipe inter-
preter captain Gerasimova and
attached to the minutes of the

cerfificates of the witness won Petersdorf,
secretary-atonographar

Kubeeva are interrogation.

Q: When where you in Japan?
A: From Septémber 1938 to January 1943.

Q: What official posts did you hold in Japan?

A: AT fifct I was language - trainee officer and

from December 1938 to December 1942 assistant military

attaché of the German Embassy in Toko.

Q: Who was your predecessor in the post of the

agsistant military attaché?
f: Major, later lieutonant-colonoljBchol.

Q: Who wae your successor in that post?

A: Colonel Nie¥neler, 1 belfive.




Q: Who was your chief?
A:s Colonel ﬂazki, pefore December 1940 and colonel,

1 1ater major - general Krechmer, after that date.

A

Q: With what officers of the Japanese General 8taff

.
e~ LY

by
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o

~v> are you personally acquainted?

A: With lieutenant - colonel Saigo, majop Fandori,

1ieutenant - colonel Yamagata, lieutenant - colonel
Akita, gener=l Sugiyama Gen, ma jor - general Okamoto
and Prince Kanin,

Q: What post did those officers hold?

A: Prince Kanin and general Suglyama were chiefs

of the Army General Staff3 major = gener=al
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Okamoto = chief of one of the divisions of the

General Staff; lieutenant - colonel Saigo and

-
:r

1ieutenant - colonel 3amagata - chiefs of the
German division of the Japanese General Staffy
ma jor Kandori and l1ieutenant = colonel Akita

worked in the German division .f the Japanese
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Gener=l Staff.
Q: Were you personal% acquainted with general Tojo?
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Q: When and under what circumstances did you make

his acquaintance?ix

A: I made his acquaintance 1n ﬁovemher 1938 during
an auting on horse-back 1n the outskirts of
Tokyo which was arranged for foreign military

dttachés and their aggistants on the occasion

-
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of the conclusion of the anti-comintern pact.

What post did Tojo hold then?

I do not know exactly, but I believe that he was
connander of the army air forée.

Ho' nmimu did you meet Tojo?

I met him several times at offieial receptions.
When did you see general Tojo last?

On ®anuary 1, 1943 when I-paid him a farewell visit,
Are you acquainted with general Oshima?

Yes, 1 am,

When did you make his acquaintance?

I made his acquaintance as far back as the Olympic
in Berlin in 1936.

Did you me t him in Japan?

Yes, 1 did.

When did you meet him in Japan.

Only once in Lay 1939, 1940 or 1941, 1 do not temember

4$o&Iﬁ}J;gggL_jL_ﬂJJEuumszmhﬂf-
wells at 1. was 1n *ay at the farewell dinner

given by Oshima at the restaurant "Hoshiga OkaQ,

Were you acquainted with peneral Muto Akira?

Yesy, 1 was.

When and where did you make his acquaintance?

I made his aecquaintance and met him sever=al times
in the house of the military attachd and at the

minister's.

What was Muto Akirs's positién then?

'_.Mh-,,;,,,w-‘uw W -
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A:s He was chief of the military = pol‘ticql department

of the Japanese War M4nistry.
Q) -¥hy-dao you call this department military - polfg;cal?

As That 18 how our translators translated the name

of that department.

Q: Did you read any official Japanese documents contain=

ing military plans of Japan against the Soviet Union?

A: No, I did not read any official documents, but I

heard about 1T duriﬁg_the gonfidential conversation

of the German Ambassador Ott with general TogoO.

Q: Tell in detail about that convers=tion. When did it

take place, On what o-casion anc W 2t was the subject

8
of the conversation.

A:s It was in the summér of 1942 in June 0P July when .
Tojo asked 0ttt to receive him for a confidential talk,

0tt agreed and the ~onversation took place in Ott's

office in the Embassye
Ott, military attaché Krechmer and 1 ag an interpreter

were present at this conversation from the German

-:’ gside., Prime minister Tojo, twO generalawhose names
I do rot remember, and captaln Yafggaki who actdd as an

inter reter were present from the Japanese shda.

At that time German Troops WwWere very suc essful 1in

- LS

5
,! North Africaz and the Japanese sup; osed that the
:TJ German army would rea%ﬁkSEE;Hcanal. At the same
/
]
J

time German tro.ps were successfully advancing in

the Cancasus.

{ o6 ke his wadut AT s
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Tojo said thnt German troops should a advance sv far

JapaneseYylindia and Ceylon

as Aden and Basra and the
sphere of

via Burma and he border line of their

interests would 1ie along 7 laat.
Thon“f;jo gaid that the Anglo-anons_ahould be droven

out of BAst Asla and that ail the
there would provide German

gources of raw

materials y withrraw materials

for her industry.
sation turned upon the Soviet Fa

1 do not remember exactly whether 0tt asked Tojo some=
Soviet Far'ﬂﬁht him-

necessary
r East.

ihen the conver

thing or ToJo spoke aboutk the
Japan was a mortal eneuy of

self. lojo said that
manent threat

a and that Visdivestok was & perT
flank and that in the course of
that

Russi
to Japan from the
ancopportunity of removing

that war there was
g not soO difficult to do

* He said that it wa
an axrellend Kwantung army which
o understand TR

danger.

that as there was

“included theﬁgeat troops. 1ToJjo gave t

ended to make a surprise attack on

that Japan int
nd, sea and air at the s~me

peratioql against Blagovoshensk.
at plan of attack on the

Vliadivostok from 1la

carrying en a diversive O
I heard the confirmation of th

s,R. at different times and unde
int rpreter Kogure, major

U.S. r different

circumstancea from the
tenant - colonel Yamagata.

ata in the Jaranesse

Kandori and lieu

When in 1942 1 visited ‘jam




7

General Staff in reply to my question how the Japanese
intended to attack the S8oviet Union%oud me in

silence the Viadivostok and 31agoveshensk directkons

on the map.
Q: Was 1t discussed €uring the conference in Ott's office

how far Yapan intended to send its troops on the

. territory of the Sovietl Union®

;f' A: During that\conversation Tojo gave to understant that

x it was not sufficlent to occupy Vladivostok and

3 | Blagoveshensk and that it was n;ees ary to extend the
Japanese sphere of influence up to the lake Bﬁikaiz.

Qs How dong did the conference at Ott's office last?

A: About two hours. |

3 .
{ Q¢ What was Ott's and Krechmer's view of the Japanese -

WAplan as expounded by Tojo? 1
A: They kept silence during the conference. During the ;

: ) 3
. conference it was Tojo who talked almost gﬁcléhfgiy. i

1 xnow from subsequent conversations with Krechmer

\e
that he was in a pesainis%b/ﬁ;od. He thought thatl

the Japanese were dispersing thelir forces. He hoped

that a coneentrated blow would be struc: at the Far

- Bast, but not at India.
5 Q: What in your opinion was the object of Tojo's visit

to Ott?
At I think that#F;jo wanted to know from the German am=-

bassador and th7hilitary attaché whether German troops
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would reach Aden and Basra at that time., Before launch-

certain if Gepmany was

ing the offensive Tojo wanted to as
He wanted to find

A
\ﬂéiripiently sure of her successes.
military attaché.

that out from 8tt and the

*Q: Tell about your meeting Oshima &t a banquet in the res~

taurant "Hoshiga Oka™,

A:s Such dinnors are given openly in Japanese restaurants and

Therefore the ilpanene never

there are many outsiders.
such di ers and all

talk about serious matters during

serious matters are discussed with the main guests before

dinner. 1 recall Oshima raising his gobblet and saying

facetiously "for your Ural and for our lake Baikal®,

vut I know that behind that face

tious toast was his real

opinion.

u know that that was his real opinion?

Q: How do YO
ficer 1 falked with waid that Oshime

A: Almost all the of

was the main representative of aggresslive circles advocat ™

ﬁing an attack on the Soviet Union.
Have you ever he@nd Muto express any

No, 1 have never heard Muto express any
Byt his officers said that h
circle it was intended even

Qs politienl views?

Ay
he was very reserved.

pelonged to the aggressive
to make him'tﬁo Minister of War due to his business

ObilitYr

Q: Did you receive
ing to the 8oviet Union from the

such views a8

e also

imformation of military nature perfain-

Japanese General Staff

in 1941, 19427
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A: Yes, I did. I received that 1nf6rnqtion from major
Kandori and other officers of the German division of the
. Geperal Staff.

i j Q: Tell in detail how often you received information and

.}6;t what?
A: I reveived all military information about the Russian

Par E,Stern army, namely:s disposition of troops, theilr

strength, military transportations, the details about

the reserves, movements of Soviet troops at the European
f front as welllas the data coﬁcerning the WAr industyy in
§ the Soviet Union.

Q: How often did you receive nformatidn about the military

and economic positdon of the Soviet Union?

A Prior to my leaving the post of agsistant military attaché g

1 dailg visited the Japanese Genoral Staff in order to
(A frow i e r

Ao pesitina ““ﬁ2E%;Qfq;“%y12I;JEELLi_kﬁL_ﬂiiiﬁl__Jﬁh
furnish them with imfor onYfor us from the Russian

division it was furnished to me. A+ first thzt information

“""—'1‘ m o -m-—-‘q »

was not received so often, but later on,preceived l.t
twice or three tires a week,

Q: What use was made of that information?

A: That information by means of & cipherns” machine was
transmitted to the attaché department of the OKW in Berlin..

Q: Did youvtransmif that information to Berlin beven?

e -'f'-.\,f'_; - "‘17':“-:*-’-'? 'fF' e

A: That information was transmitted as soon as 1t was receiveq)
first rarely and later on oftener. Bspecizlly imfortant

pieces of information passed through the ciphering bureau
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of the Embassy.

Were you in “anchuriaj

Yes, I was. . |

How many times were you in /hanchuria?

Three times. ZXirst time I was in ¥anchuria with colonel
Uazki from May 12 to July 1539. |he second tie * stayed
there for a very short time in M y or June 1940. The
third £§Q§'I was inl%nnchur;; in February or in iirch
1941 also only or a few days when Krechmer was introduced
to theﬂranchurian government he bvﬁing concurrently the

military attaché in ¥anchuria as well.

Are you aware of the strength of khe Kwantung army in

gifferent periods?

Yes, 1 am.,

From what sources do you know that?

Partly from the Japanese General Staff, from the German
Correspondent Richard Zorge from whom we received exact
data as to the number of Kwantung army divisions and some
of their numbers. From the Genman mission #n Manchuria
we also received some data as to the strength of the
Kwantung army.

How did you estimate the strength of the Kwantung army as
of the beginning of 1941 during your third visit to

Manchuria?

Aprroximately 20-30 Japanese divisiors.

Do you mean the mumber of divisions or the number of

troops necessary for forming 20-30 divisions?

. T L T ) -

L
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2
9




1l

A: The Japanese said that they had such a number of divisions,
put I do not know whether each division was 10 or 20

thousand strong.

Q: In accord=nce with your abservation did the Kwantung army

strengthen or on the contrary become Wea er after the
outbrenk of the German-Soviet war?
A: The Kwantung army became ihronger in all respectss: from
the pothtdof view of 1its personnel, thelr traﬁ‘x;g, the

construction of bagfacks as well as the construction of

-

fortification.

Q: Where did you obtain these data?
A: We obtained these data from the German mission in Chungking _

Besides I personally received imformatlon from General
gtaff officers, particularly ¢rom major Kandori. Besides

1 knew that the Jgpanese recrults were sent not to China

but to Mnohuria. The Germans coming from Hanchuria said

that they’ﬁhad seen troop trains pound for fHanchuria.

The reilway passenger traffe frqiéaapan to Korea and

Manchuria diségzgﬁued several times. A1l this was after

the.outbraah ofthe German Soviet was in 1941,

'Qs What information had you about the strenghhening of the

Kwantung army during the sunmer of 1541? You sald that

at the beginning of 1941 there were 25-30 Japanese divisions,

Yid their number increase OT decrease &8 of summer 19417

:
o

A; The number of divieions, 1t seems, Was not greatly

ﬁ}lting*divisions were strengthened.
oops Ihf%h,oxisted along with the

o
—-l-’

;ncreased, put the e

Besides the Manchurian tr

s B B M s o




Japanese were better/trained and organized than before,

?he fapanese officers and NCO's were in charge of that

training,

Q: Do you know anything about the technica2l equipment of the
E 2 Kwantung army in thst period? |
| A: Major Kandori, for insﬁanco, told me th#t the prenade
presented by Hitler to the Japanese General Staff was
to be mainly used on the Janchurian place d'armes,

Q: Tel 1in detail about the grenzade,

&: That wag 2 hollow grenade of great ptércing capeity which

B was to plerce the armor up to 8 centimenters thick,

| Q: Under what cirpumstances did Hitler rresent the Japanese 2

e A Bl o il e W

General Staf’ with thdt grenade?
s . A: In spring 1942 lieutenant - colonel Niemeler and captain

! Merkel, both from the Armagenmt Departrent arrived in

Tokyo on ships breaWing through the blocade and brought
i 4 with them a speciman of a hollow shell with drawings and
designs. In a very solemn atmosphere that shell was
turned over by them to the Chief of the Japanese General
Staf{ as Hitler's gresent to the Japanese Emperor.

After that Niemeler and Merkel worked in a speclal
Bureau with Japanese officers from the armament depart-

ment in order to arrange the serial production of that

shell in Japan,
Q: How do you know that?
A: I learned about that from the conversations of the

military attaché with KNiemeler during which 1 was present,
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Besides I personally received for decoding some tele~

grams addressed to Niemeler from which his mission in

Japan was clear.

O
Q: Do you know colonel la, the Finnieh military attaché?

A: Yes, I do,

Yy

Q: What do you know about his activity in Manchuri-?% :
A: Colonel kails in the =autumn 6f 1942 visited Manchuria

at the invisation of the Kwanﬁung army in order to make

T
them fzmiliar with wayare 1in winter conditions,

Q: How do you know that?

A: I was present when colonel‘*g;la paid a farewell visit
to the military attaché Krechmer before going to
Manchuria and 7 Ovaqust about that.
Q: Did you see colonel Kaila after his returr from
Hanchuria?
¢ A:s I do not recall that exactly. 1 may have seen him as
| he returned frcm/ﬂgnchuria to Tokyo before my departure
to Germany.
1 Q: Do you know the results of colonel baila' s trip to
* Manchuria?
A: Kreehmer told me about the results of that trip. éoldnel
Kaila told him that he was pleased with the résult of
his visit and thought that he had 1nstrunfed the Japanese

army well about the conduct of military operations i
winter conditi-ns and that his instructions were of

value for the panese army.

Q: You s=21id that you waw Tojo during your farewell visit
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to him on January 1, 1943. Describe this visit,
A; I saw Tojo in nis office on account of t%% invitation

o
%WUQﬂUPrGf all foreign attacth‘fand their assistants
to attend the new year's festival of 1943.

Q: Did Fojo say anything during your visit abouf the plans
of Japan as regards the Soviet Union?®

A: No, he did not, Tojo only said that Japan would support
Germany with different raw materials at her disposal

from the occupled areas. 's to Germany she had to

provide the transport for exporting all those raw materials.
Q: Were any raw materials exported during the war [(Tom : -
f I Japan to Germany? '
| A; Yes, many raw materials were exported on German ships
| ?; pres¥ing the blocede.
. Q¢ From.wﬁg¢ag you know about that?
A: From admiral Weneker, German naval attaché, and also
vecause in January 1943 I was going to Germany on one

of the ships brea¥ing the blocede.

Q: What was the name of that transport and what raw and

other materials did it carry?

A1 It was an Italiar ship "Pletro Orseolo" She carri
|OOO 'tO'V\S 0+ %}UM' |avo tawns U'J; HV\ a/V\J&-jl/ "
over X100-200 tons of tea. -

R "

Qs Where were rubber, tin and tea taken on hoard?

‘-mn-

At Ihey were taken on board ‘n Singapore.

The minutes of interrogation were read to me in German,

which is my mother tongue.

Iye pecord is true and correct whieh I certify with my

. . -
- )
i l— " . —




signature. 3
Witness (signed: Petersdorf)
Interrogated: - Assistant Soviet Prosecutor of the

International Military Tribunal for the

Far lagi:

Colonel (RQsenblit)

Interpreter captain (Gerasimova)

Secretary~-stenographer( Kubeeva).
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. CERTIFICATE.

I, the undersigned stonographor‘N.D. KuhOQVg’(ivo this
certificate to colonel Rosenblit, Assistant Soviet Frosecutor

of the International Military Tribunal for the Far East and
pledge m'?olf to record correctly the interpreted testimony
given by Fritz von Fetersdorf relghting to the c¢nse of

ma jor Japanese war criminals,

1 have been warned that for a deliQernt y f=1se record=-

ing I bear criminal resyonsibility under article G5 of the

Criminal Code of the R.8.F.S.R.

(Eubeeva)
Kay 12, 1947

The certificate was giﬂﬁn to me.

gssistant Soviet Prosecutor of the Internationai

Nilitary Tribunal for the Far E,st.

Colonel (Rosenblit).

hendie N R 'h-‘z
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i,_ﬁhe undersigned interpreter captain L.1l. Gerasimovs)
give this certificnte tO colonel Rosenblit, Assistant Soviet
Prosecutor of the 1f\ternational ¥i1itary Triovunal for the
Far East and pledge mgﬁelf to interpret correctly the ‘esti~

mony given py Fritz von Petersdorf relating to the case of

pretaglion I bear criminal resronsibility vhder article 9%

of the Criminal Code. of the R-S-F-S-Ro

& i Gerasimova)

May 12, 1947

qF;e certificote Wwas given to me.

psshstant Soviet Prosecutor of the International

yi1itary Tribunal for the F'r East,

-~

Colenel (Rosenblit)




CERTIFICATE

1, the undersigned Fritz von Petersdorf)give this certi-
‘figate to colonel Rosenblit, Assistant Soviet Prosecutor

of the Intemnational Military Tribunal for the Far Bast and
pledge myself to give true and correct testimony raﬂiEing to

the case of major Japaneae war griminals.,

1 have been warned that for giving false testimony
I bear criminal responsibility under article 95 6f the

Criminal Code of the RSBF.SRS
(Pritz won Petersdorf)

'Tgé certificate was given to me.
Aszistant Soviet Prosetutor of the

International Military Tribunal for

the Far E4gst.

Colonel (Rosenblit)

Interpreter - captain Gerasimova

Sopotepe @KW
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