HEADQUARTERS.

1.S. STRLTECIC BOUBING SURVEY
- (PACIFIC)

C/0 FPOST:ASTTR, BAN FRANCISCO

TUTER2OGATION NO. (USEES NO. 53) Place:  lokyo :
NAV NO. 10 Date : 19 Oct. 1945; 0230-1215

Divigion of Origin: Naval inalysis Division.

Sunject:s SOLCUON ISLAND OPERATION AND MHTPLE OW CU%ﬂL pEi.

¥ g 4l ]

Personnel interrogated. and background of each: e

Captaon YiliiOKa, ., IJN, on operation staff 5th. s»ir Flotilla.at Battle of

CoRil SEA, 7 - £ lay 1942. Later served on staff of 2nd Lir Flotilla ana
instructor st IJN Staff College. Currently on duty at IJN Navy Department,

26 years Neval Service.
"here interview d: HEIJI Building, Room 749.
Interroéatir: Capﬁain 8 Shands, U. 5. Navy.
Interoreter: Lieutenant R. P. Brom, and Lieutenant OGI, H., INN
SUITMLRY

~sk units in CORL GRL, 7-# ‘lay. SHOHO (sunk) Unit consisted

. "--i.: O .t’ Cawdin
of trensrorts to occupy PORT 10RESBY. OHOX-KU (damaged) and ZUIKAKU, were
¥

to sunport operations, intercent imeYican ships snd to att ack ”’hﬂgULLLE,

ﬁ;ul.“;IL, f1eve -U.5. pnlanes and Army were Ceing disemnbarked. - Interception
by U.5. Carrvier Task Force thwarted wlans which wevre later abandoned. Re-
uult:nt demasze to Jap CV's esxened ¢’r strength at WIDWAY, contributing

to dnﬁ'hilation of Jap Carrier Force ¢nd failure vo capture MIDVAY, 4-0

L

(b) Tribute to ‘larines at WARE, December 13%44.

(¢) AQmirel ©il440TO shot down and killed in airmlane envoute BUIN.

e

(6) Jepanese started night carrier operation about 1933.




TRANSCRIPT of Interrogation (Captain_ YAMAOKA, M TIN)

7. What was your assignment at the @attle of the CORAL SEA, 7-8 llay 19427

f T

L. T was Executive Of
time of the CORALL

ficer of the HIRYU but left in February 194<. 4Lt the
SEL Battle, I was Staff Officer of the 5th Lir Flotilla.

. "ars you in.the JLOTOﬁ "éalduring the Battlz of CORAL SE4, 7-° ‘lay 12427

ko, Y28, I .as on the ZUIK:KU, wﬂlCh Wes +hP fla ship.

\

. bhst wes the mlSSlOﬂ of tlﬁ oHOHO°

A. The mission of the SHOHO -was first to de fcna.thw tranqmort Shlp% in 1t
Task Force going to PORT IDRESBY, and secondly to sceut for. submarines,
L nﬁ;ﬁhdildiStdﬁbé,h%re % e an%i-Suhmarine patrols mainteined?
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. W“hat type of vlanes sere used for ﬁnti_subnarine patrol?

.}
it

e & 3T Fighter - type ¢7. Torpedo Planes were used Ifor SCOUtlnb gt the 3sane

3. ibout hou many ple nas did the 3SHOHO. carry?

chiters and cbout 9 to:12 torredo planes. The SJACHO isn't «
s .

g : o ol A f .:._ | :. - £ — .I oy . ‘ " ‘ ' -.. " .
szyerg.aqy.land_bhseg”plﬁh@s emploved in. this action?
' - . " _i 1 ' ¢ ., . i i ;s . {
A \: Dy HJ“ UL btaf dlened » Tt wés ‘the 25th LaND pasE AIR FLOTTILLS SQ to
60 f¢g1tfr Zavo, tibe, 30¢-to ‘40 bomber planess - They att:ickad: cruisers.
. yD2,. U0 E

.  erc ::1'1’13; plenés stationed at AUNDAY
A, "o, not until Later.
s “RYe any plones operateé_from THLAGL?

ted, 1L pl“ﬁarﬂd 28 a seeplane ba for oparation mgﬂiﬂﬂt PORT
IJtLuﬂ ; JEJIHEIund.’VU_ung arée the ' se }il né basaes which wers.used a-
L E

{
e
L_..-F

C. Whet was the mission of ths o v and ZUIKAED and their tasgk fore.’

&£e Tae n1““101= of thoge two airvcreft corriers wasy first to d=iend the
PORT “IORESEY nttocking group, The swcond mission wr.s to sttuck the .mer-
iern Pleel Ajlj414W11£XD?Pt“d.fﬁ apresr on the scene; &nd the thirvd, to
make ¢n air rnid on TO NSVILLE and to destr )J imerican and Jjustrolien
nlanas and ships that were bauing delivered there.

0. “hen did vou first rzceive informetion reg: rding the location of our
Americon Force?

4 " Yye - i - ! ; T 'I-"* - I A L | i i - . T+ - ¥ a0
L. On the 4th of ey, TULAGI was attucked by your plunes.
. Were vou at TULLGL at the tine?

Lo No, T was to the North of TULAGI with the S5irth Squadron, iwhich was com-
pnsad of the SHO0KANU, ZUIK:AXU, NOKO, NaGURO, seven destroyers and onc«
tonker,

Q. Do vov know shat dsmege was incurred at TULAGI?

A. I =m not certain, I heard that several small torpedo brats iere damaged
wnd “unk- one afﬁtrovﬂr and one minelayer raceived mediocre dimcce.  No

secniane tender present. The damagad dcstrnvmr 348 1*r-'::...:kcn_.cfl cnd then la-
ter s ept out by the tide and sank. (Neme: KIKUZUKI)
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as the minelayer sunk or damaged?

Ul

Tt was demaged by near misses and one hit.. It sailed.to SHORTLLARD where
it was repaired.

qow did vou first know the location of the aAmerican Forca?

Following the attack on TULAGI we knew the ‘mrc was in the general

rea, but the exact location was sn't known, but 1t wus sxpected that
mfFludd carriers, buttlpbllpu sncd possibly Sﬁnp ﬁrltlsn Forces wevre 1n
he COORAL SEa. after our attack on the tanker and destroyer the morning
£ the 7th June and your attack on SHOHO, sbout 4 P we sent out a dusk.
atteck of 2bout 27 bomber ‘nd torpedo planes to atta b the Amerilcen
Carrier Force. ‘They did not find i+ although searched for almost 300
miles. Finally they jettisoned thel hombs and torpedoes and returned
-» their owvn carriers. While returning they passed over the Amarican
Carrier Force at night. Some nlanss mistook the Americsn force for the
J:lr.;rr:r.:nr?z_.c:::*f':*-‘_.t‘s, turmed on their lights -nd tried to. land. before they

1., "7

...+

realized their mistake. Then all plines return=d to the . um“nc;* corriers.

‘bout ten vlaones were lost duringthis flight.

hv dli you cttack our tonker -nd destroyer, instend of our carrier force
durin: the morning of 7 June?

our ccouting planes from the SH0KLKU and ZUIKERU erro omeously reported
the tonker group £8 The smerlicnn CO rrier scoup, therefore the Jepunesge,

ceppier tlones attocked tnem instond of the smaricon carriers.

id you hove redar et that time?

1o close the tvwio forces uers that night?

thought thot they we about 40 miles north of our forcs and did not
want to have & night uctwon, therefore retired to the Nortn, intencing
tn attack your force in the morning. I uwanted to attack yﬁur 101ce
thet night but we did not kKnow how many ships you hsd so 1t was decided
not to attzock until morning.

b

Have your pilots Deen treined to land on the carriers ev night?

Yes, about 2/3 of all pilots were thoroughly troined ot night.
‘hen did you first start rnight gareiar operation?

I bout 19733

s o .

‘ns nna carvier used for night operation oY did you have pilots on ecch
gl

carrier?
Each carrier had a few night pilots at L first, then increased. poout

T :
o/% .af sll pilots on sach carrier we tnoroughly trained in night carrier
operetionl About l/ sere femiliar but not so well tra ined.

Iy 4id you land a2t night, did you hafe light on deck?

o

cons nhoard. e lso used a signalmon.

' used 2 green and red 1izht which were lined 'up for a flighv path to

0id he control. the speed. during the landing?

o, B
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Mo, aiter a nlvnt battle, only signal used was that the pilot was O.K,

and should land or that he was not 0.K., and should be waved off in which
case he madz another approzch. ' | Fe L

Uur-nd the training more si;nals were used to 1ndicatp Speed and altitude,
These signals were given by blinker guns at night:

Did you have meny zccidents.during these operations?.
They hed no accidents.

ere any accidents incurred in treining?
Through' basic training was.given at night on lend, therefore, we had very
few accidents in night landings &board ship. '/ w. TR w "
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O..-How -was..the SHOHOBUNk?: - - .0

Demaged by dive bombers bubt sunk by torpedos. It capsized.

Do .you know how many hits were made?

- Do not know =Xictly. ‘lores than five torpedo=s hit and marny bombs.

“.ere many personnel lost? i | R S S

. About .L00.

About how many on board?

How were persomns2l rescued?

By destroyers and if they had had more destroyers more personn«l would
ave been saved.

Yas the SHOKLKU hit!

Lbout: mid-morninc on the 8th,  two: hombs hit, one well foryard on the port
bow;fsaconﬁ,~well aft on the starboard quarter. The. first bomb Torward
set the gasoline afire znd destroyed:anchor windless' room. - The second
bomb d:stroyza the eirplane motor repair room. As' vaesult of the first
hit,, the Tlight deck wes badly dema‘ed ond were unzblae to liunch planes;
however, they were able to land them akoard for following the bomb hits,
four nlenes lended aboard and later the fire wss put out.

Lhere did: the remaining. pleones:go? - F T, A B W &

“ome of them went to AUIK:KU.

Did any land at seaplane besasg?

Two landediat Lwanl.n? L“Sr and.the«pilozs recoverad.. Five or six planes
mede ¢ force landing in the water near currier. The pilots were recoverad
Dy degtroyers.

ag the Z0IKAKD attocked?
s, hbut no ao aﬁf. Somos ﬁlSﬂwd tOPpHLOtS la unched far :way, ersily
avoicded., ' | |

Howr obout the teorpedo attcek on the ouOﬂIKU
In the torpedo attack on tvothh the ?UIWaKU and »HOK/KU, the torpedoes

ere launci:2d at too reat o range permitting both carriers to svelc them.
Slow torpedoes =nd 1ong range, could turn and run s.ay form tiaom.
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o. Following the damege, where did the carriers.ﬁo'for repairs?
L. SHOKAKU went to KURE for. repeit. .Th; LUIKAKD went to PtUK
0. About how many planss were lost in the entire operation?

f. 30 nlanes and about 30 nilots and plome crew,

0, “hat =ffect did the losses in this battle havs on current and future

L. They gave up the plan to ~ttock PORT MORESBY by se:. The frmy desir
t:lce PORT I0BES3Y so “ttrmptp1 to capture by land from BUNA area.
crirriors were to teke port in MIDUAY seccupation, but due to damtge X
unn.ole to ““Ptl e U +415 weaﬁcned their air striking force atv wI

with loss of carrier f rce and failure to capture MIDisY.
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0. Vlere any Me-179's in that battle?
L. YNo. No lifsserschmitt planes in Japanes2 Navy.

Ge Did you x<now . how muc h danage WES made on our corriers?

A. iflore than six torpedces hit on the Lk hINuTON mo re than nght bombs hit,
two torpadoes hit the YORKTOUN.

Q. “hich type of attack did you most fear?
L. Dive Bombing, because it 18 difficult to aveid.

~. Do vou know anyvthing about 8£BaUL action, 19-22 Februavy 19427

~ . The "AKE action in #Marca 194,27

L, No, but I em a little familicr with the cepture of WAKE 1n 194i.
G. %ere you present when the Jaranese captursd LWAKE in December 19417
ot st the island. I was returning from the Pecrl Harbor attack.
0. “hat forces were present et WAKE I SLAND?

L. On the way home from Ha'all, < carriers wers ordered to assist in the
tteok ~n  AXE ISLEND. I don't know whet specific forces wers in the
WAKE ISL&ML attack group. Our plance did nnt see them. We just bombed

the i3lond while enroute to J LPAN &

r-~| 2 v . 1 o H‘ . P — _ 3 f 1_,T?"“
N. 0o you know whol sSalps Were lost at LaADR?
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subse uently dive bombed and shelled

N, Was & light cruiser damaged or sunk?
L. No damege, nowever, our Navy sdmires the ability and courage ol the pllots
snd fighters that defendzd LEKE in the operation. The airplane pilots
were very brave and skillful.

0. h.ere ony militery personnel lost duri = the landing at WALE ISLLND?

.
L

. Nonz of the Navy, but severe losses tere suffered in the Navy Special

Laxwding korce.

G. Did you =xpect an attack from us .t ALKE in order to recapturs the islend?
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TRINSCRIPT of Interrogation(Capteain iﬂﬂhJKé. ﬂ., IJNl_
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ecround were slmest complately destroyed. (That I learned

. planes .o little faSt@P-

—— -

One, to seize it
i+

use it was h=ld by the Lfmericans and the other
reason to use o

ase from . whieh to’scout -and seavch that ared.
Pid the American reids on WAKE:ISL&ND- do any demage?

On the 6th ond 7th October 1942 batwesn 500 and 600 planes tombed taikE.

1

it the same ©ime 10 cruisers and destroysrs bombarded t bhe island rasult-
ing ir losses of more than 300 personnel. The installations shove the
from 2 person

who came back from WAKE.)

T - s > “FAM |, 2 (e
BLO A WES B.L.Lmlf'ﬂl .{J.h .l.""ilo ]..L{..L'-\l?

onot down while:flying in a two engin. oomber to BUIN. Five .or six of
his stalf officers including the Chief of Staff ond the Chisf #edical

Dfficer of the fleet were killed at the pame time.

D

In th2 opinion of the Japonese pilots wes thers any difference in th
rmerican Army na H“v" plloym or planes?

Lot good. wueners ll zircraft carrier plileots are more skilliul. .~rmy
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