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Foreigners will be interested in having
some idea of the laws of Siam.

This little volume gives a distinet view
of the pust and present ideas of the people
on the great subject of human freedom.

H. M. the presest King app:sars to
striking sdvantage, that in sp'te of his en-

vironments, forwhich he cannot be held res. !

ponsible, he shows so muel honesty of pur-
pose, gootness of heart and determination
to lead his people and his country on to a
glovious, prosperous and happy future.

He bas wmade for himself an enviable
place in history, as a benevolent Sovercign,
who really did study, and did make heavy
saerifices to promote the substantial and
permancnt interests of his growing country,
and jts suffering millions

He has graciously made provisions for a
large and flonrishing shiool, where gratui-
tous education will be farnished, and has
thus set an example to prepare youth for
useful service, to enable them to derive the
Dest possible advantage that can arise from
the new condition of things,

The next great subjects for legislation,
are new laws on marringe, giving females
a legal statos, fair play and good  protece-
tion that they may be help-meets, sharing
ihe honors and undivided affections of their
trae and loving husbands. 'l"he‘\' onght to
be placed in psitions to become the
queens of their honseholds.

The present system of reqniring anna-
ally the personal services of the common
people, withont reward or provision for
food and home during sepvice ar exposure,
waking them the helpless vietims of the
too often merciless, heartless and exorbit-
ant exactions of nuscrupnlons and tyrami-
eal Goverument masters is a cryving evil

that demands beneficent legislation.

PREFACE.

All the citizens of a conntry, rich and
poor, should bear a pro rata proportion of
the expenses of the Government. A cer-
tain percentage on their property or in-
comes beyond a fixed sum. Those who have
not property nor incomes aniounting to the
taxable limit shonld be required to pay a
small, but fixed sum annually as their share
(of maintaiving the Government that pro-
tects them and their liberties. Upon pay-
ment of taxes on property or personal tax
all should be left in the uninterrupted pur-
suits of the business which gives them their
maintenance,

Wihen the Government neeas servants
it ought to pay them amply enongh to
make it desirable for people to seek such
i pusitions, and to prepare themselves tho-
| roughly for them.

These are changes that we know H.
| M. the present King is eager to effec , and
[if the princes, nobles and people of the
[ realm will beartly snpport him, aud honest-

ly earry out his benevolent and progressive
[measures for the permanent advancement
tof his kingdom and people, we are confi-
| dent his mcasores will be judicions and ef-
fective.

If the laws of 1874, regarding sluves,
iave honestly executed by the jodicial offi-

eers, and supported by the leading states-
imen, soou the degrading system of slavery,
i that bas so long existed in Siam, will be a
;t.hing of the past, and future generativns
iwill praise aud bless the memory of the
;t\'ise and good King. H. M. Somdeteh Pra
i Chula Chaam Klaw, the Fifth of the pres-
ent dypasty, who effected the complete
i abolition of slavery without inflicting press-
iing or actual loss on the slave holder,
who was allowed to recover mere than his

original investuzent n siaves,
i
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DOMESTIC INSTITUTIONS OF THE SIAMESE.
LAWS ON SLAVERY.

—_—

In glancing at the printed laws of
Siam, we gather the following facts about
Blavery.

Seven classes of persons may be reeog-
nized by the preseut laws of Slum as
slaves,

1st. Those who have been redecemed
with property.

2ud Children of
house of the master.

slaves born in the

8rd Slaves made over to children by
their parents, or by inheritance

4th Sluves who hinve been acquired by
gift.

5th Slaves, who have beon reseued from
imminent perils, sud legal penalties.

6th Slaves, who have been supported
in times of famine.

7th Slaves, who have been econgquered
in war.

There are six elasses of persons who

cannot be designated as slaves. '

st Slaves who have had freedom given |

them.
2nd Slaves, whose masters lave con-
serted that they enter the priesthood.

3rd Blaves who have bcen given to
Brabmins. |

4th Pricsts cinnot claim priests as |
slaves, '

5th. Persons interested in the acquire- !
ment of knowledge, and who for that pur- |
pose have placed themselves under the in-
struction of teachers cannot be claimed as |
slaves.

6th. Persons temporarily residing on

Al

the farms, orchards or landed property of
others cannot be regarded as slaves.

In the year 816, A. D, H. M. Rahmah
T'ibodee IT issucd orders to the effect
that the above mentioned seven kinds of
slaves were valid.  The-e are the clusses
of slaves who have been redeen:ed.

Redeemed, but not slaves absolutely.

Redeemed, and are slaves absolutely.

Redeemed, having a seller and a guar-
antee. If this class of slaves flee their
master, the seller and guarantee are re-
spousible for the purchase money. These
are not slaves absolutely.

The absolute slaves are thoze who have
haen purchased for their full value, and
have no guarantee.  1f these flee, the sum
paid eavmot be recovered from the seller.

Slaves who have been purchased, buf
are not used by the master, these redeemed
persons are allowed to pay interest on the
purchase mouey, by original coniract, or
at the request of the slave.

TEMPOBARY SELLING & REDEEMING. OF
PERSONS.

Art. 1. Should husbands, fathers, mo-
thers, or masters, insert the names of their
children, wives, or slaves in a bill of sale,
such sale is valid, according to the laws of
the land, though the seller did not mention
the fact to the parties whose names lhave
been inserted therein, because husbands,
fathiers, mothers and masters are para-
mount.

Art. 2. Should wives or children insert
the names of their fathers, mothers, or
hiusbands in & bill of sale, the sale is not
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valid, becanse wives aud ehildees ave not | franded party, the balance sholl be a fine

paramonnt to tucir husbuands, fathers or
mothers.

Art, 3. Tf persons of embarrassed eir-
eumstanees temporarily sell their brothers,
sisters, children, uepliews, nicees, and
other relatives for a given sum and au-
thorize the use of their personcl serviecs
in lieu of the interest on the principal
from 30 to 40 ticals or more, evil must
not be done to these subjects of the realm.
If they are worthless, they can be return-
ed to those who sold them and the sum ad-
vanced upon them can be claimed. If the
master has legal complieations of any kind
and wakes bis slave a substitute and that
slave endures in his stead punishent, im-
prisonment, chains, stocks, castipation with
leathern hide and is subjeet to exposures
in the suu, rain, sotkizg in water, and
other sufferings in his master’s, or master’s
ehildren, wives or relutives siead, thelaw
prouounces such an one an unworthy mas-
ter, and renders him liable to punizhwent.
Whatever may be the indebtedness of that
slave, it shall be remitted one half. If
that slave has been eastigated with a hide,
in the master’s stead, he shall be exempt
from his entire indebtedness.  If the slave
was sold absolutely, and the masier hag
been guilty 6f a political offeuse, and the
slave suffers punishment in his waster’s
stead, the master is not legally liable to
his slave, because he was an absolute
glave. Had he fled or dicd, the master
alone would have been the looser.

Art. 4. Whoever sells persons, children
or wives or any thing to another, and
enters in the bill of sale the names
and gonds sold, reccives from the pur-
chascr the money stipulated, but does not
make over to the purchaser what has beeu
gold, this is frand. If o trial it is proved,
the sum advanced shall be doubled. The

eriginal sum shall be restored to the de- |

halt of which shall belong to the Governs
ment, and half to the defranded party.
Art. 5. To the cuse of slaves sold tem-
porarily whose services are to be given
in lieu of mterest, it the seller of a tempo-«
rary slave has reecived the purchase money,
und the persou who has redeemed the slave
is dissatisfied with him and returns him to
the seller, if the seller refuses to reecive
the person he sold, and refuses to return
to the purchaser the purchase mouey, that
slave may be mude over to the judges of
the court. The court will summons the
seller to come and receive the persm and
return the purehase movey to' the pur-

chaser. If the seller refuses to receive

i the person, who is thereby thrown upon

the judges, should parties come forward
to assist, and vedeem the person, and re-
fund the original costr to the discontented
purchaser, that person is the absolute pro-
perty of the person who redecmed him.
Should this slave afterwards be elaiwed
or flee, and make hig escupe, the party
who first sold him tewmporarily must make
good to the last purchaser the full sum for
which he at first sold him. No reduction
will be allowed.

Art 6. Should a master bave cause to
be displeased with his slave, he mny pun-
ish the slave to reduce him to subjection,
and be in awe, but not so as to occasion
death. If the s'ave is vieious, and beyond
instraction, the master can sell him, but
if he inflicts punishment and occasions
death, the master shall be punished and
fined according to his rank,

Art. 7. If through poverty or other
misfortunes, children, wives, brothers, sis-
ters, relatives and slaves, male or fewale
are sold temporarily and are left to be
employed by the master in lieu of interest,
if the male or female slaves’ indebtedness
is less than 3 catties, they must be used
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reasonably. Lf they offend, punish them
suitably, the master. shall not oppress
thew and put them in stocks and chains.
He shall not so punish as to inflict szars,
The law pro-
nounces such masters offenders, liable to
fine for the slave and for the free. The
slave’s portion shall be deducted from his
indebtedness. The freeman’s portion shall
be partly given to the Governmeut and
partly to the wronged party.

Art. 8. If pecuniary, or other embar-
rassments neceessitate the temporary sale
to auother of oneself, his wives, children,
nephews, nicees, and the purchase money
has heeu received, and the seller refuses
to give the purchaser a bill of sale, and
the personal services of the sold and the
purcliaser asks the seller for the sale
papers, aud the seller asks for a post-
ponement, if at the expiration of 9 or 10
mouths or one year the bill of sale has
not been given, the parties sold shall be

fractures, or blindness,

the absolute slaves of the master, as ab-
solute as if he had purchased them from
the hold of a vessel. If these slaves have
children, male or female, born to them
they shall be treated as absolute slaves
born in slavery, because there was con-
cealment and attempt at frand.

Art. 9. If pecuniary or other embar-
rassing circumstances necessitate the sell-
ing tewporarily of children, wives, bro-
thers, sisters, nephews, nieces and grand
children, or other persons, to avail of their
serviees in lien of interest, and the pur-
chaser offers the purchase money to the
seller, who does not then receive it, but
directs the purchaser to use the serviees
of the sold first. If under such circum-
stances the purchaser employs the sold
persons, and they break or loose the pur-
chager’s property. The law declares, not
having paid down the moncy to the seller,
there was undue eagerness to use the ser-

vices of people not yet paid for, ander such
ciroumstances, if the broken or lost goods
be of less value than 16 ticals, the breaker
or looser shall not be responsible therefor,
if it exceeds that value; divide the value
into 3 parts, and let the breaker or looser
becone responsible for one part, the other
2 parts shall be the loss of the muster,
If, however, the purchaser has paid the
purchase money to the seller, and the sell-
er has made and given bills of sale, under
these circumstances, if the temporarily
sold person breaks or looses his master's
property, he must pay his master in full,
If the master employs him to keep, feed
and care for buffaloes, oxen, elephants,
lorses and other living animals, if the
slave does not conduct the animals to
their places of safe keeping, but is the oe-
casion of their loss, the slave must wmake
them good to his master in full. If; how-
ever, he follows, the aniinals, and robbers,
abuse, maltreat, bind, and beat the slave
and carry away the buffaloes, oxen, ele-

phants, horses and other living animals,

the law will not make the slave responsi-
ble to wake them good. If the animals,
were in excess beyond the ability of the
slave to eare for and protect, and they
are lost, no matter-by what means, let the
value be divided into 2 parts, the slave
shall be responsible for one part, and the
owner must loose the other part. If
however, thieves rob, beat and foreibly
carry off the animals from the house,
from the pastures or from the fields, in
the forests among the trees, by day or by
pight, and it can be proved, the law will
not allow the slave to be responsible for
the stolen property, as it was beyond his
power to protect.

Art. 10. If a master appoints a tempo-
rary slave to care for elephants, horses,
and cattle, and they die, the master can
recover nothing from the temporary slave,
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Art. 11 If brothers, sisters and others
have been sold, and they are being used
by the nfaster, and in Tess than three years,
the slaves are malicions desperadoes, and
arrange with their relatives for the plun-
der and murder of their master and cffeet
such purpose eansing an evil to  the
state, if on investigation this is proved,
the slaves and their sureties must be re-
sponsible for the full anount of the losses
and refund the eost of the slaves, beeanse
they deceived the purchaser, and placed
in his service wicked persons. IF such
disasters ocear beyand tlie period of three
years serviee, the price of the slaves can-
not be reclaimed, it is the misfortune of
the purchaser.

Art. 12, If persons own slaves, male
or female, who are respousible for much
property to the muster, and there are
several items that the waster elaims from
the slaves, but while they were in his ser-
vice these elaims were not demanded and
adjusted, when they bhave been sold tor
others, these claims  eannot  then be
brought up against them.

Art. 13, If persons gell their slaves, or
children temporarily to annther, and the
master forees them durine their servitude
to. have husbands they do not faney, and
there are reliable wituesses to this faet,
divide the priee of the slave into fwo
parts and allow the master anly one part,
for his presumption in forcing the daugh-
ters, nicces and slaves of another to have
husbands they do not approve of.

Art. 14, Shonld a master send his slave
to war as a snbstitute for himself, and
the slave takes part in engagements, the
money advanced on him eanmot be re-
claimed by the master, If he did not
take part in engagements with the enemy
but returns sound, divide his purchase
mouey into two parts, and give one part
to the master. Should the slave be killed

‘tion money in full.

in war the master caunot reclaim frowm
the seller the price of the slave, becuuse
the waster sent him as bis stbstitute.

Art. 15, If soldiers or citizens, owing
to pecuuiary embarrassicats or  other
causes become the slaves of others, and
war breaks out, and the political miasters
of the :luves foree th ir prople who have
thus hecome slaves to take vp arms, and
they fall in battle, or from other canses
die during the war, the money master
cannot claim to be refunded bis purchase
money from the seller of sueh persons,
beeause . M. the King sent them to the
war.

Avt. 16. If from pecuniary or oilier
emharrassiments children, wives, relatives,
brothers, sisters, slaves, males or females,
have been sold tempornrily to be used in
Jien of interest, aud after a lapse of time,
when the time for planting, or reaping
comes, ghould the slave or the seller come
forward to redeem the slave during the
pressure of the seaxow’s work, the law
deelares, waters are worked for fish, and
fields for grain. At such a juncture, the
taw will not allow of the redemption. After
the work of the scason is over the master
&m be compelled to reeive the redemp-
During the pressure
of the season if the slhive or the seller
enters smit that they wish to refand the
purehase money, the officers of the court
are forbidden to entertain such suit.

Avt. 17. If children, wives, slaves and
others bave been =sold, and mude over to
the purchaser, but papers of sale have not
been made and given, meanwhile the sold
persons flce, and the money is claimed
from the seller, but the seller declares
the slaves were sold absolutely, but the
purchaser declares they were sold tem-
porarily, only definite papers were not
made out, if it can be proved that the
sule was temporary, and that the papers
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only were not yet made ont and the slave
has fled, the law deelares that thae full
amount of the pur:linse movey shall he
refunded, but no intevest, beeause the pur-
chaser has no pajpers, I0 he at any time
finds the fueitive slave, Lie eau obtain
}(‘gitimﬂ.h‘. aerears from hime then.

Art. 18. Slould persons sell tempora-
rily persons, or slaves, vinle ar femnle, for
whatever sum, aud the purehaser snbse-
guently las a necessity and sells ngain
temporarily those whom lic purchased,
after the wmaster has recovered from his
embarrassment, he repurchases th w, if
again the purchaser has misfortunes and
he is again compelled to gell his slaves,
but for a less sum that he formerly puid,
after the Tapse of time the slaves acqnire
children or husbands, and the master dics,
and has not taken back his slaves, aud the
purchase maney he obtained is not the full
amount of the formger master’s, he ean be
entitled only to half the dues elaimed,
the other half shall Le for the beuefit of
the slave who has been advantageons.

Art. 19, ‘lf' slaves, free persons, chil-

dren, nephews, vigees, or gr:md(-.hi:'drcn'

are temporarily sold to another for 31 or
47 tieals, or for any swn, during a famine,

and the purchaser bas sustained thew

through the tawine, after the fumine is.
i sation for loss,.at the rate of three tenths

over, if the seller wishes to refund the
purchase money, the purchaser is entitled
to the full value of the slave. Il the
slave was a female, and she has lived long
with the master and had children during
the famine, the mother and her children
are the absolute sluves of the purehiager,
because he supported them through the
famine.

Art. 20. Should males, or females hav-
ing embarrassments scll themselves to
another, pledging their service and sons or

daughters follow their fathers, mothers,

brothers, sisters, uncles and aunts, but

their nantes ate not. included in the pur-
(:I‘mse, ::"lth(‘(_}‘.lI(‘!l'tlI}' these children grow
up, they shall be treated thus:—IF these
were from one to 2 wmonths old and attain
the age of 7 years; an allowanee must be
made for nursing the child  Value the
child s ecording to law, and divide that
sw into three parte, allow one part for
uarsing, and 2 parts for morve snbstantial
food. This should be given to the master
in full.  If these ehildren who followed
their parents were over seven years of age,
the master shall not be entitled to such
allowanee, becanse they were old enough
to be nged to hand him rice and water.
If persons were not embarrassed, and the
master entreated the favor of redeeming
the woman slave, subsequently when the
slave's ehildren are grown up and they
are to le restored the master can claim
no such allowance.

Art. 21, If persons, eleplants, buffa-
loes, oxen, property or eldthing are sold
and the purchase maney for them has been
received, but the pevsons, elephants, buffa-
loes, oxen, property and elothing have not
buen transferred to the purchaser, and the
sellex throngh device nsserts that the arti-
cles sold are lost, and desires to return
the purchase money to the purchaser, the
purchaser shull be entitled to comnpen-

per month on the money advanced.

Art, 22, If fromn peeuniary or other
ewbarrassments parties sell their children,
wives, brothers, sisters, relatives or slaves,
male or female, elephants, horses, buffa-
loes, oken or goods of whatever nature to
another, and the purchase money has been
paid over, what has been sold should not
be detained from the purchaser more than
three days after the sale; if more than
three duys have elapsed, and the scller
does not make over what has been sold to
the purchaser, and what has been sold
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escapes, dies or is lost, the seller must
refund the full amount of the purchase
money to the purchaser,

Art. 23. If o waster uses a temporary
slave as u barterer or otherwise, and the
slave, accidentally slips, falls frow trees
or the bout capsizes and the slave is in-
Jured, beecomes sick, or breaks an arm, or
leg, or looses an eye, and there are those
who have assisted the slave, if the master
of the slave cares fur and effeets the re-
covery of the slave, when the temporary
slave will redeem himself and leave his
master, the master cannot elaim anything
for securing the recovery of the slave. If,
however, the slave have lost av arm, let
bis cost be divided into 8 parts, and a de-
duction of one-third be made in favor of
the mutilated slave. If the slave have
lost both arms, legs, and eyes, no purchase
money can be recovered from the slave.
If blind of only one eye, divide the pur-
chase money into 8 parts, and deduct £ in
favor of the wmutiluted slave, and % in
favor of the master whose slave has been
disabled.

If the parents, and relatives of the
temporary slave, who has been disabled,
take him home and have him medically
treated and carved for at their home, and
the slave recovers, divide the cost of the
slave into 3 parts, deduet in his favor %
and allow 3 in favor of the master, because
the master was not at the cxpense and
trouble of the cure. IFf the slave disabled
remained at his master’s house, during
the sickness and dies, the master cunnct
claim recovery of his purchase.money.
If the slave should be wrecked at sea, and
others rescue him, and if any would assist
the rescued man, he can be redeemed only
for his price. 1f the rescue was not from
seeming death, the person redeeming him
must allow the rescuer % the slave's ori-
ginal cost,

Art. 24, If from poverty or other ems-
barrassments parties sell their children,
wives, people and relatives temporarily,
for the master to use in lieu of interest,
and the purchaser has used them for a
long time, and the slave is overtaken with
disease, the master must inform the seller;
if he does not inform the seller, but cares
for the sick slave, and he dies in the house
or residence of the master, the price of
that slave must be divided into 3 parts,
must be deducted in favor of the slave,
and. the master is entitled to only 4 refund
of one-third. If the master informed the
seller, and the parents or relatives of the
sick slave assisted in caving for him, and
the slave dies, in this ease divide his cost
into 2 parts, deduct half in favor of the
deceused. The master is entitled to a re-
fund of 4 the original co:t.  If the master
told the seller, and the seller did not
come and care for the sick and the care
devolved wholly upon the master, and the
slave dies, divide the cost of the slave in-
to 3 parts, % shull be deducted in favor of
the deceased and the master shall be en-
titled to a refund of 2. If, ltowever, upon
being told, the seller assists in the care of
the sick, and the waster did not care for
him, and the slave dies, divide the slave’s
cost into 3 parts, two-thirds shall be in
favor of the deceased, and the master
shall be entitled only to a refund of %.
If the seller consents to eome and care for
the sick, but the master refuses to allow
him to do his part, and the slave dies, the
master shall not be entitled to any refund
of the purchase money of the slave. If the
slave had arranged to p y interest and
did not yield service, and dies in the
house of the seller, or of his parents and
relatives, and the slave dies, one-third of
the purchase money shall be deducted in
favor of the deceased and £ shall be re-
funded to the purchaser. If the slave
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fled his master and died; the purchaser is
entitled to a iefund of all that he paid
the scller for Lim, but Le can claim no
intevest; nor any loss.

Avt. 25, If the inhabitanis in embar-
rassed circumstances sell temporarily their
children, wives, grandehildren, brothers,
sisters, relatives and slaves, males or fe-
males to serve the purchager and the slaves
be overtaken with a calawity, let the money
master inform the seller, that he may come
and take care of him at the money master’s
house. If the money master takes no care
of him and the slave die in the houst of
the money master, said muster cannot
claim any refund from the scller, because
he abandoned the sick slave. His death
must be the loss of the money wastur, be-
cause Le neglected a subject of the state.
If the moncy master iuform the seller,
and the money waster assisted in caring
for the sick at his lLouse, and the slave
die, divide the purchase money into 3
parts, £ shail be deducted in favor of the
deeeased, and the wouey master shall be
entitled to a refund of 4. It the money
mauster told the s ller, and he, from press-
ure of husiness or sickness, was not able to
cave for the sick, but did visit himn, and
the care of the sick fell upon the money
master till the death of the slave, divide
the purchase woney into two parts, and
allow the money master a refoud of one
half. 1f the money master informed the
seller, aud the seller neither sympathised
nor cared for the sick, but abandoned him
to the care of the mouey master, who did
all that could be done for him till his
death, the law dictates, the seller is guilty
of concealmeunt, and disregard for a citizen,
in such case divide the purchase money
into three parts, and allow the money
master a refund of £ from the seller. If
the seller, paid no attention to the sick,
took no care of him, and the sick recover,

whatever may have been the cost of the
slave, the slave skall be the abso'ute,
If the seller
wishes to redeem him, the master cau re-

property of the purchaser.

fuse him his redemption,

Further if the seller receives the sick
man, takes him home and caves for him,
and the purchaser visits the sick aud as-
sists in taking care of him with the seller,
rand the slave dies, in this case divide the

ipurchaw money intg five parts, diminish
tit by three fifths and allow the purchascr
[a refuid of two fifths. If, however, the
| money master took no carc of him, and
| simply visited the sick, and the sick per-
son dies, in that cage divide the purchase
money into five parts, diminish it foar
fifths and allow the purcoaser a refund
of one filth.

If the money master did not visit, did
not care for, did not furnish food for the
sick, the entire care and supply devolved
upon the ‘seller, and the sick slave die,
the law allows no refund to the money
master, for he abandoned the sick and

negleeted a citizen of the state.

If the seller cared for the sick, and he
recovered, in a space of time of over three
mouths, no interest for that time shall be
allowed the purchaser, the slave shall be
returned to Lis money master according to
the usages of the eountry. In this case
the purchase money shall be divided into
10 parts, diminished by one tenth in favor
of the seller, for his care, and the woney
master shall be entitled to a refund of
nine tenths.

Art. 26. If persons pecuniarily or other-
wise embarrassed sell temporarily their
children, nephews, nieces and grandchildren
to a purchaser to be by him used in lieu of
interest, and the purchaser and master has
business or trouble and takes his slave to
accompany him, and thieves or murderers,




8

cut, stab and Kill, or tigers, eroe diles or of the deccased that they may make merit
ether animals kill and devour the slave,  for him. If the employer, hired the slave
the law declares, being the slave of the | and did not hire him from his money mas-
[ ter, and the parents and the seller of the
I slave were not cognisant of the transaction,

Laws on Slavery.

purchaser, who took him with him, the
purchaser is entitled to no refund from

the seller, becanse the slave accompanied
his master, 1f the money master is at-
tacked by desperadoss, aud the slave helps

his master, and his master is saved from

_%,and thieves or desperadoes slay the slave,
{ or tigers or croec diles or other animals de-

vour and slay him, or disease and death
| overiakes him, the person who so hived the

slave must be responsible for his indebted-
“ness in full to the money master.
said slave, as he died in stead of Lis master. | Art. 28. Should parties sll their chil-
If the slave who assisted, does not louse @ dren or slaves temporarily, and snbsequent-
his life and Las only received wounads, let | 1y the sold persons flee to the seller, and
his purchase woney be divided into 3 parts, | the meney master follows and enquires for

death, and the slave whe helped is slain, |
the mouey master ean elaim no refuud for

diminish two-th vds as a Lenefit for the
wounnded slave, and allow the money master
ouly u refund of oune-third.

Art. 27. Shonld parties sell their chil- |

dren, nephews, vieces, brothers and sisters |

temporarily, to be used by the pnrehaser
in len of iuterest, and after a lapse of time
the money master allows them to Lire ont,
or parties hive them [rom the money mas-
ter, and the money mzsier, anxions to re-
ceive he pay, allows of their being go hired,
should thieves or desperadoes rob, cui, stab
and slay the hircd slave, the law will not
allow the money master to receive any re-
fund on the purchase money of the slave
he has bired out, he shall be entitled inly
to the pay for the services of the slive
whatever the amount,  If the money mas-
ter did not hire ont the sleve, bat the slave
hired himself out, or the parents or selier

of the slave liidcd him ont, and the money-

master was not a party thereto or did not
know of it, in this case if thieves and des-
peradoes slay the slave, the entire sum of
the prirchase money shall be refunded by
the seller to the purchaser, because the
purchaser did not hire bim ont and was
not knowing thereto, and the pay of the
hired party shall be given to the parents

| them and the seller conceals them and
avers they have not returped, and subse-
quently the master finds them in the honse
of the seller, the law declares he conceals
tand harbors another’s slave, in. that case
grant three days grace, after the expiration
of the fifth day the harborer shail be lia-

i ble to a fine of 11,000 shells per day, if

a menth or more has expired he shall be
responsible for the entire price of the
slave,

Art. 29. If from peconiary or other
embarrassment a man temporarily sells his
wife, to be nsed by the purchaser in lien
of interest, and the husband does not visit,
does not redeem, and leaves her without
altentions over one year, and then comes
to claiim her as his wife, the claim cannot
be entertained. If others redeem her and
wake a wife of her, or if she has a para-
menr or a husband she shall not be puvish-
able,

Art. 30. If any one from poverty or other
circumstances sells himself temporarily to
another, and no one becomes respousible or
‘guarantee for Irim, and the purchaser trust-
ing wholly npon the slave purchases him,
subsequently should that slave flee his
purchaser, the purchaser can institute no
prosecution against any of his relatives
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whose names are not in the bill of sale,
because Lhe velatives of the slave did not
become in any way responsible for him,

Art. 1. If money masters, having slaves,
male or female, sell them temporarily to
another, and in the bill of sale designate
the year or the month when the purchase
money for the slave will be refunded. When
the time arrives, if the former mmaster brings
the refund money to the new master, and
the new waster declines to receive the
refund, stating that he has compassion on
his slave, and subsequently the slave Aees
his masler, the furmer master must assist
in finding and vestoring the slave, and if
it be proved that the slave eannot be found,
the new master canuot hold the old master
respousible.

Art. 82. If any person sells temporavily
his children, wives or slaves te another for
him to use, and subsegnently the sold per-
sons are treacherous, steal from and flee
their master, if the seller does not find the
slave and rveturn him to his master, the
seller must refund to the master the origi-
1f

the slave is canght and the investigation

nal sum entire, and loss awd interest,

proves that he veally did rob his master’s
property, he must refund the property en-
tire, and receive 20 stripes with a hide,

Art. 33. When the money waster wish-
és to receive back his purchase money from
the seller of a temporary rlave, and the
geller pleads poverty and inabil ty to ve-
fund, but solicits the favor to hecome
gnarantee, and asks for the person of the
temporary slave who is being used in lien
of interest, that he may sell him and re-
fund the money to the temporary master,
and if before the sale takes plave that slave
flees or dies, the law declares that the case
shall be dec ded aceording to the laws con-
cerning the flight and death of slaves.

Bl

33 Articles concerning temporary selling
and tempurary redemption,

INTEREST BEARING SLAVES,

Conceriing the selling and redeeming of
persons who are allowed to pay tnterest on
the sums advanced.

Art. 1. If any of the inhabitan's sell
persous temporarily to another, or borrow
money on interest, and give their slaves to
the lender to use in liea of interedt, and
then prefer paying interest, and take back
their slaves to use in th ir own establish-
ments, then finding that they caunot make
the interest, they bring back the slave to
the lender to usc instead of interest, should
such slave break or cause the lender's
property to be lost, the slave must make
good the breakage and loss to the lender
in full.  If the lost property be much, and
the slave cannot refund it, or if the money
advanced on the slave be not up to his
actual valne, that slave may be sold in the
market for enough to cover his lisbilities
to the lender, If, however, the money al-
ready advanced is up to the fall value of
the slave, and the seller has interest enough
in lim to redeem him aud use hiuy, in that
case the law will allow a reduction of one
half the valne of the broken and lost goods
in favor of the slave. If the seller will not
redeem, and the money advanced on the
slave is up to his full value, and there is
nione to redecm him, the law deelares that
it is the misfortone of the master.

Art. 2. If any man ir pecuniary or
other embarrassment sclls his wife tem-
povarily for whatever sun, and craves the
privilege of paying interest thereon, ac-
cording to custom, subsequently should
the husband die, the law declares the in-
terest is legitimate, the purchaser is en-
titled both to interest and principal.

Avt. 3. If parties sell their children,
wives, slaves, male or female, and the per-
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sons sold are not made over to the pur-
chaser, but are retaived by the sellers, who
are to pay interest, if the person sold flees,
and somd of the sellers die, in these-cases
the eutire sum advanced shall be refunded
by the surviving sellers, and the interest
shall be divided into 4 parts, and 2 shall
be deducted in favor of the sellers,

Art. 4, Iu cases wheve persons are sold
to one another, and the bill of sale says
sold temporarily or sold absolutely, if the
seller does not make over the slave to the
purchaser, but keeps the slave and pays
interest instead, or if the slave has been
made over to the purchaser, and then the
slave is hired or entreated to serve andthel‘,
and thig receiver keeps the slave and does
not restore him, when the money master
asks for his slave {rom the recciver, and
receives neither interest nor hire for his
slave, and the receiver says that the slave
has fled or died, the master is entitled
to recuver from the receiver of the slave
his principal, his interest, and the slives’
pay from the receiver in full.

Art. 5. Ifslaves of merehants, noblesand
others, living on the land or on the water,
are allowed to buy and sell goods in vessels,
afloat, at landings, with oxen, or buffalves,
or caris, and the slave has in charge
cloths, silks, uteusils, glass or crockery
ware for sale, and the slave pays interest
to his money master, and the master has
received interest, should such slave flee
with the goods-entrusted to him by others
for sale, the owner of the zouds cannot
claim the lost goods from the money mas-
ter, and the money master cannot claim
the slave from the owner of the entrusted
goods, The law declares both shall be
losers, both should help in securing the
slaves,

Art. 6. If from poverty or other pe-
euniary embarrassments parties sell tem-
porarily their relatives, brothers, sisters,
nephews and nieces to others, or if they

sell thereselves to be used in lien of inter-
est and there are hills of sale in confirma-
tion thereof. If in this case the purchaser
does not take the slaves to use, but the
slaves prefer to pay interest and remain at
theic own homes near or remote, should
these slaves borrow money from others on
interest where they live, and the lender is
ignorant of their previons obligations to
others, subsequently, those who have ad-
vanced mouies on interest wish the return
of thir principal and its interest, and the
borrower refuses to pay, but says he is the
slave of another, and that other comes for-
ward and says he is Jis slave, liable to pay
interest but had fled, if upon investigation
it is proven that he was the slave of anoth-
er for a long pericd, the law declares
there are two masters, who are entitlid to
interest in different places, that slave shall
be punished 30 lashes with the rattan.
The umount of the complicated indebted-
ness shall be divided inte two parts, the
moncy master shall be compelled to pay
one part, becanse he allowed his slave to
inake contracts in other places, and the
other half shall be lost to the recent lender.
6 Articles on Interest bearing slaves.

AspoLute SLAVES.
Concerning slaves sold or redeemed
absolutely.

Art. 1. Of slaves sold temporarily, if
the female has been sold for 189 ticals,
and the male for 219 ticals and they flee,
the purchase money cau be recovered from
the seller, but if the price of the man and
the worian exceeds the snms above men-
tioned, and the money master punishes his
slaves, no proseention for such chastise-
ment ean be institated against the master,
because the slaves’ value exceeds the legal
limits, such slaves are absolutely the
property of the master.

Art. 2. When parties sell their slaves,
persons, and children to others and the
persons sold flee to the seller, and they or
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others retain the fugitive 2 or 3 days and
do not inform the money master, and the
money master finds the fugitive, the party
harboriug the fugitive must pay the mouey
master for each day 11000 shells. Iftle
fugitive has been there 2 or 8 years the
harborer must pay the full value of the
slave,

Art. 3. If parties who are poor sl
themselves one to another absolutely, aud
the sold flee before the expiration of one
month, the seller mast pay back to the
purchaser the full amount of the purchase
woney. If more than one month has ex-
pired af er the sale, and the slave flees, that
must be the misfortune of the woney mas-
ter who purchased the slave. Further it
the slave is suddenly afflicted with dis-
astrous disease, or derangement, or any
disabling fufirmity within one month after
the pnrchase, the purchaser can return
Lim to the seller and claim a refund of the
purchase money; if more than a month has
transpired and he is thus overtaken, it
shall be the misfortune of the pirchaser,
the scller cannot be made responsible.
The law declares that one month mnst
transpire before the absolute sale is effect-
ive. Should others clajm that slave as his
or as belonging to another, the purchaser
then can cla'm the refand of his parchase
money from the seller,

Art. 4. When a child has been sald
absolutely to another, and then the seller
steals that child, the seller shall be fined
and punished as a thief, because he sold
absolutely, then stole and gave trouble to
the purchaser.

Art. 5. When parties sell females, or
others, their childven, nephews, nieces,
brothers and sisters to others temporarily,
if the purchaser sells these temporary
slaves absolutely to others, and after the
lapse of time the female slaves have one or
more children born while with the absolute
master, the law allows the parents or gov-

ernment masters of the temporarily sold
slave to refund o the temporary master
his purchase money, aud the judges shall
insist that the slaves and their progeny
shall be recovered from the absolute mas-
ter and restored to their parents or (o their
government masters, because one who has
purchased slaves temporarily cavnot sell
them ubsolutely,

Genpran Laws.

Art. 1 In cases of borrowing or of
owing, or of selling persons, if the bor-
rowed, or sale money has not been paid
to the borrower, or seller, and on investi-
gation it is proved that the money has not
been piid, the laws declare it an at-
tempt to swindle another of his property,
the penalty sball be double the amount
claimed. If it is proved that the amoont
of the borrowed, or the purchase money
has been paid, and is still claimed, the
amount claimed shall be paid by the over-
-reaching party.

Art. 2. When a claim is made for
money borrowed, or owed, or for the pur-
chase. mouey of persons sold, that the
woney was paid the ecreditor, but the
creditor has given no receipt, and has not
returned paper8 of indebtedness or bills
of sale, and the creditor or purchaser ar-
rests the slave who was indebted, vses him,
and punishes him, if on investigation it is
proved that the slave debtor has paid-the
waster ereditor, but the master creditor
did wot return the papers of indebtedness
or bills of sale to the party who made
payment, the law pronounces Lim avari-
ciously desirous of anothers, heshall befined
the amount he claimed. If he pumished
the wronged party he shall be fined for
beating the slave. If; however, the money
claimed as debt or purchase money has
not been paid, the law pronounces the at-
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tempt a swindle, the sum sought shall be
doubled and puid the elaimant,

Art. 8. 1f first wives, middle wives ind
last wives, sell themselves to one suother
and have suitable evidenees thereof, and
they refund easily, the pur haser ecan elaim
only the principal, no iuterest can be
allowed, the entire principal only ean be
claimed, becanse they hauve bat the one
husband in common.

Art. 4. If parties of limited iweans
redeem slaves from their masters, but have
not paid the purchase money, or hai o paid
only in part, and the former owner allows
the slave to go to the party redecming
him, and the slave flees the new master
and returns to the scller, 1t the seller re-
fund the part paymen which he received
from the later puvchaser. If the sluve
bas returded to Lis former master and
dies or flees him, then let the seller refund
the part payment Lo the later purchaser,
because the purchase money had not been
paid in full. Should the slave flee or die
elsewhere, the misfortune will belong to
both parties, as each party is desirous of
his refund, the unsettled balance on both
sides will be lost to each.

Art. 5. If a person is the slave of
another, and lives with lus mouey master,
if the amount of purchase money wos
small, and he has lived with and been
used by his mouey wmaster long, and the
money master is unfortonate and pocr and
sells him temporarily to another for a sum
greater than he originally paid, should
that slave not like his new waster, and
wish to repay what had been paid on
him, he can repay only the sma!l amount
that was at first advanced for him. The
new master can claim the excess balance
which he has paid from the slave's former
master. If, however, the purchase money
of the slave was at first large, and his
master sells him to another for a less sum

than wiiat he paid, and the slave does not
like his new and wishes: to
refund the money for which he was pur-

master,

chased, he must refund to bis former mas-
ter, who must refund to the new master,
and then both masters must give to the
slave the papers of bis purehase.

Art. 6. If parties lodge suit in a court
agniust debtors, siaves or persons whowm
thy have redvemed, and the judges en~
force payment, bul the nccused parties
find nove to belp or redeem them and
they are under the jurisdietion of the
judges long, over three months, and then
parties come forward to assist and obtain
their liberation from the judges, the law
declares that such assistance ix as if given
to one in tnehold of a vessel, even if such
rescucd party has husband or chiidren
they shall belong absolutely to the party
who has redeemed them. Should any
afterwards waintain that that partyis a
debtor to thewn, such plaint cannot be en-
tertained, because the party was redeemed
from the judges,

Art. 7. Slaves, who have done wrong,
may be punished by their masters ar their
purchasers to whow offence hasbeen givon,
but the punishinent must not be excessive.
If the punishinent amounts to gashes or
breakage, in that ease the purchase money
paid for the slave must be divided into
three parts, deduet two thirds in favor of
the abused slave aud allow the purchas-
er one third. If the punishment ocea-
sions death, the master must foifeit his
life therefore.

Art. 8. Tf parties sell persons tempora-
rily in two or threc places, and accusation
is made and proved, the law requires that
the purchasers shall be refusded succes-
sively.

In A. D. 814, B. M. BawstEbinden
IT. estublished the following bases of
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laws on this subject. I the subjeets of
the government, sluves or other Siamese,
flee their government oy, their money was-
ters, and the masters find the refuges at
the house of avother, they must not forei-

ty abstract them from the establishment.
Let the government or money master make
his statement to the harborer of the re-
fugee, and wake him over to his sufe
keeping. If the barborver docs not know
the place of residence of the refugee, then
repori to the proper officials of the locali-
ty, lodge a complaint, that the refugee
may be arvested and denlt with according
If
the refugee has fled long, and the govern-

to law tbrongh the proper channels.

ment or money master finds bim in the
establishment of aunother, make him over
to the owner of the establishuient for sufe
keeping, if the owuer will not become
responsible for his safe keeping, inforw
the masters of teus or of hundreds. Secure
his arrest and place him in the hands of
the judge; send a notification to his gov-
ernment master to deliver him to the
proper authorities for trial. If the refu-
gee is found in the market, make the
statement to the owuer of the market, and
present your authority to the proper au-
thorities, then let papers be made, calling
for his trial according to the laws of the
land. If the refugee is found in the
highway or in the street, and there is no
opportunity of making him over to thesafe
keeping of another, take him to the judges
and let the Yokrabat reccive the state-
ments of the parties. If the refugee admits
that he is a bond or the government ser-
vant of any one, let them be sent for, and
proceed with the trial, but the refugee
must be firmly seeured by irons or con-
finement, and after three days speedily
send notifications to his masters to come
and present their claims and prosceute
them. If at the expiration of seven days,

the masters make no appearance, let the
judges make the refugee over to the safe
keeping of the first muster for the time
being. When the parties make their ap-
pearanceé, then send for him and prosecute
the case according to law. If the acensed
party flees and sceks his master voluutar-
ily, let him be taken to the judges, and
let the Yokrabat take down Lis statement,
and if he adwits that he is the government
or bond servant of another, let an expert
report the case to the owner of the place of
his abode, and let him come forward and
and prosecute the case, but the refugee
must be retained by the judges. If seven
days trauspire and no appearance is nade
against him, let the judges make him over
to the safe keeping of his previous govern-
ment or bond waster, so that when an ap-
pearance is made against him, he may be
prosecuted aceording to law,

Art. 1. If persons have slives, males or
females, and the money waster has used
them in his service long, in course of time
should the sluve flee and take refuge in the
establisliment, premnises, houses or country
of auother and the mouey master pursue
and find his slave, and the tnaster wishes
to take away his slave, and the master of
said premises. establishment, houses or
country refuses to give up the slave, the
law declares the slave has fallen to him.

Art. 2. If persons have slaves, males or
females, and the master has had the bene-
fit of his personal services long, and in
course of time the slave flees, and any one
meets said slave in the street, and the one
meeting converses with the slave, and the
slave flees him, but the one meeting was
not aware that he had fled his master,
and the master meets them, he cannot
bring an action against the one who met
the slave, because they casually met in

-the street. If the person who met the
| slave in the street knew the slave had fled
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his wouey master, or if the person who
thus met him was a Wlood relation, thelaw
declares that person a thief] becanse he was
velated by blood and koew the ciremmn-
stancus.
Art. 3.
are on their way for its execution, and have

I people have business and

not yet reached the alode of the porty
with whom they have busivess, but stop,
in transit at the Salah of a temple, or at
any bouse or building on the way, and a
slave, who has fled  his master, come and
put up temporarily at the same p'ace and
at the same time, and the master in pnsait
of his slave finds him with these temporary
sujouiners, these sajonrners camot be ac-
cused of having stolen the slaves or people
of anuther, becanse the place is o shelter-
ing place for all people.

Art. 4. I brothers, sisters, nephews,
nieces, grand children and great grand
children become poor and the uncles, amnts
or grand parents purchase them, and then
others ask them in marriage, and they are
given, no matter how many children nay
be Lorn to them, male or female, the above
mentioned relative, who purchased the
mother, cannot claim one of them as a
slave. If they have not been purchased,
and they have been simply supported,
and are not willing longer to live with the
patrou relative, their wishes are to be grat-
ified.
relatives, no matter how nuch, the prinei-
No

I they have borrowed, or owe these

al -alvne can be claimed from them,
interest can be demanded.

Art. 5. If any slave is claimed by an-
other, the purchaser must condunet the
claimant to the seller, and he is thereby
free from guilt.
conduct the claimant to the seller of the
slave, and the purchase moncy of the slave
is not ap to his full value, or there are no
witnesses when the purchase was effected,

If the purchaser cannot

in that case the purchaser will be liable to
the severe penalties of a thief. TIf the
seller cannot be produced, and there arve
witnesses to the purchase and the pur-
chase money was up to the fall value of the
slave, the purchaser cannot be proceeded
agaiust as & thief. He can be made fo
loose only his slave, to Le restored to the
original owner, the claimant,

Art. 6. If a slave flees his master and
one finds him n the street, or if the slave
flees to one who knows not whether he is a
slave, or free, nor his relatives nor locatinn,
the person to whose house the slave has
come st w ke enquiries whether the mas-
ter of the sluve lives in the same lueality, if
so3 the master of the house must take him
to his master, that he may come and re-
deem him, If the master does not come
to redeem him, and the slave escapes, flees
or dics, no blame can attach to the party
who obtaived him. Should the slave de-
clare shat his money master lives in anoth-
er town or province, let him who has ob-
tained the slave convey the fugitive to the
governor or officials of his place, perhaps
they may know the master of the slave.
If the party who has obtained the slave
does not inform the waster of the fugitive
or does not inform the officials of the local-
ity, and retains the slave in his house, un-
der these circumstances one or two months,
and the slave flees or dies, the master of
that house must make good the slave to
his master,

Art. 7. If the slave, or the wife of any
one flees to one or more provinces and any
one retains the fugitive and avails of his or
her persoual services, and the harborer has
presented the fugitive to the proper au-
thorities, who have seen and noted his or
lier statements, if the master of the slave
or other person comes and claims the fogi-
tive, the master must pay a reward suita-
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If the
fugitive is a male and has in his flight

ble to the fugitive male or femule.

passed one provinee, he shall pay a reward
for the keeping of tho slave $ 3.60. If a
female $ 2.40. If the fugitive has in his
flight passed 2, 8,4 or b provinces, the
money or other master must pay a reward
for each male § 7.20, for each female
$ 4.80, then the fagitive can be restored to
the claimant. If the fugitive has been
earning a living a long time and has mean-
while several children male or female, and
the claimant would take with him the
children, let the master of the house re-
ceive o reward for the care of each child,
because the protector cared for the children
also. If a person holding wo official posi-
tion find another's slave, and gives no in-
formation thereof and there is no declara-
tion of the fugitive with the authorities,
then fine the harborer as if he were a thief,
but if he did inform the proper officers, he
cannot be liable to any proseeution because
he reported the matter to the authorities.

Art. 8, If aslave runs away with his
irons on,and the master re-acquiresthe fugi-
tive, and the fugitive declares that others
removed his'irons, aud then made him over
to his master, the person so having done
If the fugi-
tive is made over Lo his master with his
chains on, he is entitled to a reward suita-
ble to ihe distance.

Art. 9. If a slave flee his. master and
has stolen his master’s property also, and
the master find him and bring him back,
the fugitive and thief wust pay for
what he has stolen in full, and like-
wise pay principal and interest in full
on his, purchase money according to the
law. If the money master pursue and
find the fugitive, and is about to take him
back, and any one becomes his guarantee,
and the slave flees again, the value of the

is not entitled o any reward.

guods he stule shall be reeoverable from the
guarantee. If, however, the money mas-
ter pursues aud finds him, and then the
slaves dies the orignal purchase woney of
the slave shall be recoverable from the
seller according to the laws.

Art. 10. If slaves or debtors fiee to any
given place, and the money master, or the
creditor pay a reward, or hire persons to
arrest them, this reward or bire must be
met by the fagitive slave or debtor, on
whose account it was paid out.

Art, 11, If parties invite another’s slaves
to barter or trade in other pravinees, or for
whatever purpose and the slaves flee the in-
viting party, the inviting party ntust pay
half the purchase money of the slave first,
for the other half one month’s grace shall
be given him, if he fails to find the fugi-
tive he must then pay the other Lalf in
full to the master. Subsequently, how-
ever, should the party who had made the
payments find the slave he shall be en-
titled to keep him as his sluve.

Art. 12, If any oue stands security for
another, and then pretends that he has fled.
In the course of time should the master
find his slave, and bring him before the
judges, and it is proved that the guarantee
sold him, or kid him, the guarantee shall
be fined double the amount of the pur-
chase moucy, half of which shall go to
the Government and half to the wmaster,
and that slave shall be subjected to ten
cuts with a hide-whip, and then he must
be restored to his master.

Art. 13, If a master directs his tem-
porary slave to wateh his house, and the
children or relatives of the master take
strangers into the house, and goods are
lost, the lost goods must be made good by
those who adwitted the strangers and not
by the slave.

Art. 14. If a slave iz a plaintiff, de-
claring that he is not such a man’s slave,
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or that he has refunded his purchase
money, if upon investigation it is proved
thit be ig a slave and bas not refunded
his purchase money, that slave shall re-
ceive ten cuts with a hide and shall be
restored to his master, as a deterrant
agaiust future presumptions of this nature.

Art. 15. It persons who have slaves,
males or females, have had their personal
gervices long, and subsequently shomld
there spring up a famine, and the master
be unable to provide food for his slaves,
and turn his slaves adrift to seek their
own subsistence, and the slave goes to
another and that other feeds him duving
the famine, and then should the waster
see his slave and attewpt to claim bim he
shull not be allowed to do so. When the
famive is over, and food is plentiful the
waster cannot reclaim the slave, because
during the famiue he put forth o such
pretensions.

Art. 16. If calamitics overtuke the
country, or famine, and parties have many
slaves, and the madster cannot provide food
for his slaves, and abandous his slaves to
provide food for themselves, and the slaves
ave unable to support thewselves, and
they seek shelter and food from otlers,
and those others feed and protect them,
when food becomes plentiful, and the eca-
lamities have passed, former masters can-
not claim their slaves, the former master
must purchase them at a fixed full value
from those who fed and cared for them,
for had they not fed and ecared for them,
thé slaves would have perizhed.

Art. 17. Pavties baving slaves, male or |

fewale, and having had their personal
services long, and calamities or famine
arise, and the slaves have not the means
of supporting themselves, and place them-
selves under the protection and support of
others, and those others made no inquiries
about their position and masters, and sup-

port the slave without informing the mas-
ter, subsequently when food becomes a-
bundant, the master of the slave finds h's
slave and wishes his return, the law de-
clares that the purchase money of the
slave shall be dividel into two parts, and
one part shall be given to the party who
had supported and caved for the slave, and
the other half to the master.

Art. 18. If a slave flees his master to
any place, and any one finds that slave
and informs the master and asks to pur-
chase the slave from the master, after-
wards the proposer returns and informs
the master that the slave has fled, the law
pronounces that man a deceiver and a liar,
and insists on his restoring the slave, if he
doces not produce the slave, he must pay
to bis master the full amount of the pur-
chage money.

Art. 19. If a master is using his slave
and the sluve sickens and remains sick
months or years, and the muster has not
Leeu able to use him, the law will not
allow the master to claim interest on the
purchase money from date of sickness.

Art. 20. Tf a temporary slave has ¢hil-
dren that were born in the house of the
money master they shall be the ahsolute
slaves of the money master. If the slave
| ehild does not like to live with bis master,
| the master is entitled to his value accord-
ling to hisuge and strength. If that value
' is less than 1:0 tioals, and that slave had
children born in the house of the master,
no matter how many they canuot be con-
sidered slave children. If the mouey
master had the care of them from the age
“of 7 years down, he shall be entitled to an
allowanee for the rearing of the child, but
" beyond that age, the law declares he could
! care for himself and could be used.

Art. 21. If parties religiously inclined
{are pleased to allow their slaves to
: enter the priesthood or to become female
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devotees in the temples, when these priests
or female devotees come out of the priest-
hood or cease to be deiotees in the tem-
p es, the money master caunot claim their
veturn to servitude, or a refund of his
puarchase money, if the slave eutered the
priesthood or the female slave became a
devotee with the cousent of the money
master,

Art, 22, If persons harbor a slave in
their house, and the wsster finds him
there and wishes to take away his slave,
and the lharborer asks grace for a given
numb-r of daye, when be prowises to de-
liver over the slave, and fails to fulfill his
promise, causing the master the loss of
the lubor of his sluve, if the kept back
slave be & male he must pay at the rate
of 300 per day, if a female at the rate-of
150 per day, if over one or two months
he will be liable to half the purchase
money of the slave.

Art. 23, If slaves have slave relatives,
and they help harbor und comceal one
another, and the moncy masters of the
concealing and convealed slaves are io-
formed of the harboring and eoncealment,
and they enquire of their glaves, and their
slaves equivocate and do not tell the truth,
when the master of the eoucea'ed slave
fids him, aud it is proved that the related
slaves did harbor and conceal, the slaves
who participated iv the conecalinent shall
be castigated according to the graveness
of their offence.

Art. 24. Tf a master has a slave, and
wade known vo desire to sell him, aud an-
other asks to purchase him, and the slave
flees his master, the law declares that he
who offered to parchase is a malicious
man, and that the slave fied because he
offered to purchase him, the proposed pur-
chaser must make good the absconded

glave to bis master. Should, however,
CL

the fugitive slave come forward, and af-
firm that the proposed purchaser conceal-
ed him or made appointments and arrange-
meuts for his flight, that instigator shall
be pronounced a slave stealer, aud be fiued
and punished as such.

Art. 25, If merchants, noblemen of de.
partinents, or persons of means possessing
many slaves, send them to trade by land,
by water, north or south, and the slaves
thus seut flee at any place, and are sub.
jects of litigation fn any court on their
lines of travel, aud the master knows not
thercof, and after the lapse of much time
parties take up their cause and release
them from their liabilities to the court,
and after the lapse of time, the money
master of the slave wishes to regain pos-
session of his slave, the party who relieved
the slave can claim and shall be paid in
full all his expenses in securing the rescue
of the slave, and the motey master must
make a suitable thank offering to the res-
cuer, then the rescuer shall restore the
slave to his money master. If that slave
caused breakage or loss of his master's
property, the slave must make it good to
his master.

Art. 26. If a master ser ds his slave on
his business, and the slave be taken a
prisoner by hostile forces, and is kept as a
prisoner of war, should such captive slave
escape his captivity, he shall also cease to
be the slave of his master. If the slave
went on his own business and is captured,
and effeets a vetarn, he shall still be the
slave of Lis muster.

In 1014 A. D., H. M. the King of Siam
established the following laws on the sub-
ject of slavery.

Art. 1. In the P’ra-t'ama-saht of old it
was said, if elephants, horses, oxen, buifa-
locs, silver, gold, slaves or persons, cloth-
ing, bouts, food, eatables and goods of any
description were purchased, aud the money
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for the purehases had not heen paid, if the
geller is eaptared in war and is earried away
far or near, and the purehassr has not beew
captured, the seller is entitled 10 vecover in
full from the purchaser. 1f the purehaser
becomes @ captive of war, and the seller

to recover any of the purchased goods from
the purehase~.  If woney, or property pur-
chased or borrowed bas guarantees and is
interest bearing, they shall be treated as
before stated. I persons of any rank full
victims of war, investigate the matter, if
the vietims of war have left preperty,
debts, slaves or free persons with their pa-
rents, brothers, sisters or relatives, let these
relatives who are in possession of such
property pay all legitimate clains, leb not
another Joose.  If the captive of war makes
his escape and returns, and has property,
let him pay his liabilities as herein stated.

Art. 2. If upon a defeat in war, the
Capital is taken and the inhabitants, sub-
jeets of the Government, disperse, scatter
and reside in other conutries, should 1. M.
eollect forces enough to vanquish the foe,
recapture the Capital, and vestore order,
and after the victory the officers of H. M.
army should gather together the dispersed
people of Siam avd bring them back, they
belong absolutely to them. Previons own-
ers can claim no iefund of parchase mouney
for them.

Art. 3. If a slave flees his master and
resides in another loeation, and is eaptured
in war, if he effects an escape and retuwrne
he shall be restored to his master. If he
did not flee, but was a'lowed to pay interest,
and in this case beeomes a captive of war.
Divide the purchase money into three
parts, give the master one third, and de-
duct two thirds in favor of the seller, as
the circumstances were a misfortune to all
and confusion to the kingdow, in which
the purchaser must share.

Art 4. If w bovd slave does not wish to
semmin with  his waster, and sevks for
money to refund bis master, and the mat-
ter has not been into court and tle master
claims frome the slave mmonuts ot inelnded

Fire ghe bill of xale, if npon investigation it
not, the law will not allow the seler

# proved that she master wished to take
advantage of the slave, whatever amonnt
the aster chaimed in excess of the real -
debteduess, double the excess sum and de-
duet it from the refend. Do ot allow the
people to take improper advautage of eaeh
other.
Arvt. 5.
against a waster eompelling him to he
brought before a eourt, the law requires
that tbe shive shall refund to the master
the purchase moiey first. Do not enter-
tain a complaint while the master has not
been refunded. If the master has been
gnilty of a grave criminal offonce, a com-
plaint may be entertained thongh the por-
ehase money has not yet been refunded.
Art. 6. If a slave desires no longer to
remain witlr bis master, and be obtaius the
money and offers payment te the master,
and the master refuses to reeeive the re-
fond, the law cannot favor seeh refusal.

If a slave has a provaeation

If theslave has presented the meaey thriee,
and the master vefuses to ruceive i, the
master shall forfeit one tenth of th eutire
sum for sueh 1efusal, because he made »
difficulty for the slave. Lf the slave did nct
present the refund to the master, and en-
ters swit against his master to compel the
reeeipt thereof, and the master has been
A gged o conrt, the slave must pay the
master in addition ene ienth of the entire
purehase money.

Art. T. When slaves and slaves quarrel
together, and abose each other’s master,
the masters have not heard the
abnse with their own but the
slaves only have relatel the abuse, th

an

ear:,
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masters cannot base wpon such state-
wments a charge of abuse, they have no
tight to heed such statements and  base
complaints upon them. If the master
has heard with his own ears and seen with
bis own eyes the altercation and abuse,
then lic may base thereon a charje of a-
buse,

Art. 8. If slaves, male or female, are
properly aud mercifully used by their mas-
ters, and they a quire clothing and proper-
ty, should these slaves die, the slaves' prop-
erty shall fall to the master, because be
was tiie persowal servant of the master and
acquired these possessions in his master's
establishment,

Art. 9. If a slave possessed property
before he became a slave, and dies while in
slavery, in that case the master cannot
claim the property of the siave, because
that property was uot acyuired in the
house of the master. That property shall
belong to the wife, children and rvelatives
of the deceased slave. If the slave has no
husband, wife, children nor relatives, then
let the property belong to the master ac-
€ording to the declarations of the P'ra-
t'ama-saht,

Art, 10, If a slave betrays his master
and accuses him of thefr, burglary and
other crimes, accuses him of swindling
others or the government, of being = traitor
or devising against the state, and the inves-
tigation demonstrates these charges false,
and the master is not a tyraunt, the law
declares that that betrayer shall be publicly
exposed upon a tripod, a sign shall be
placed upon his face, and he shall be pub-
licly exposed and compelled to ery aloud
let no oue follow the example of a traitor
who betrayed his master. Then punish
him, with castigation, cut his mouth and
sell him. If the master was tyrannieal,
and his accusations are proved, he shall be

\m:tit?ed to his freedom, and subject to no
i punishwent,

Tu the year 724 A, D, H. M. the King
| received a petition concerning poor peaple
i who had sold temporarily their brothers,
;asistc:-s aud relatives to purchasers, who
‘subsequently took the femule staves as
wives, and had or had not children by
them, and then abandoned them, but in-
sisted ou being refunded the full amount
of their purchase money. The petitioners
craved instructions on this peint. Where-
apon H. M. directed the following laws
upon the subjeet, which took effect from
that date.

Art. 1. When slaves cohabit with each
other, and have children, male or female,
in the louse of the money master, or Lis
relatives, the children belong absolutely
to the woney master of the wowman. If
the purchase money of the woman is not
up te her full value, the master shall vot
be entitled to the value of the child, he can
only claim evough for loss of the mother’s
time, when she could not work. If the
mother was bought for her full value,
then Le may elaim the full value of the
child. If the woman’s busband was a
freeman, and the child was born in the
| house of the money master of the woman,
;dividc the value of the child iuto three
| parts, deduct oue part in favor of the free
father, and allow two thirds to the master
iuf the woman. 1f the woman followed
| the man, lived at Lis house, and bore chil-
" drer male or female, divide the value of
E the children into two parts, give one part
_' to the father and mother of the child, and
‘one part to the woney master. If the

woman is a free wowan and cohabits with
;asluve and has children, the children be-
: loug to the woman, [f the money master
of 2 man slave, solicits for a free woman
for the wife of his man slave, and they
ihawe: issue, the value of the children
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shall be divided into 8 paits, one part |
shall belong to the master of the wan
slave.

Art. 2. If slaves cohalit and support
each other, the one flees and the other
remaius, the money master cannot cla m
from the one remaining the value of the
refugee. If the one remaining gave a
paper and became guarantee for the fuyi-
tive, then he can elaim the fugitive’s value
as per agreement.

Art. 3. When one purchases a slave,
and the slave brings with him or her a
child, if under seven years of age, and the
master sends the parvent to work and re-
tains the child, if the echild is lost, aud
the master is indifferent as to the loss, he
is bound to find the child and restore it to
its parent. If the child is dead and the
body canuot be found and made over to
the parent, estimate the value of the child
according to its age, aud insist on his pay-
ing that sum to the mother. If the ehild
is over seven years c¢ld, no blame can
attach to the master.

Art. 4. If u freeman has funeied aslave
woman, and she is encernfe by, him, he must
eare for her in that state till 3 months
after delivery. 1f during that state she
dies, divide the sum of ler purchase
mouey into three parts, deduct one part
and compel the freeman to refund to the
master two parts. If the freeman did uot
care for the slave woman in that state,
and the womnn is delivered and dics, the
freeman must pay her full value. If the
freeman cared for the woman in that state,
and no mishap bas befallen her, and the
wan and woman have no further regard
for each other, divide the value of the
child for the freeman and for the bond-
If the man did not care for the
womun during her enceinte, there shall be
no division of the value of the child in
favor of the freeman.

woman.

Avt 5. [f a woman has been redecmied

{ for more than 24 ticals ($14.20) and o

husband is provided for her and a wan
has been redecned for mere 28 tienls
($16.80) and a wife is provided for him,
if both these slaves have ehildren, no
matter how ma y, in the house of the
money master, or of his relatives, all the
children shall belong absolutely to the
If they did ro* live in the
establishment of the mobey wmaster, in
that case, the Inw says, divide the valne
of each child into five parts, and allow
the sluves one part, and four parts to the
master, beeause they solicited the privilege
of living apart from the money master.
If the former money waster asked that
tliey live with him, no deduetion shall be
made in favor of the ehildren.

parchaser.

Art. 6. If a money master, or the rela-
tives and parevts of the master, take =
temporary slave girl, treat her as a wife
and have children by ler, no matter what
number, the woman hecomes free becanse
of her children. If the man and woman
wish no longer to sustain that relution to
each other, and wish a separation, in that
case nothing ean be recovered from the
The children are the off-
spring of a worthy persoun, and belong ab-
solutely to the father.

slave woman,

Ave. 7. If the slave woman of one mas-
ter cohabits with the slave man of another
master and they have children, no matter
how many, all the childven shall belong
absolutely to the waster of the moth r, as
a heifer that has been let loose, all ler
calves belong to the owner of the heifer.

Art. 8. If a slave wife has a child and
dies or the child dies and the mother sur-
vives, no refund can be reclaimed from
the seller.
to her the sale papers as if she were a
free wife. The celestial beings cannet,
much less can mau avert death.

The pnrchaser must return
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Art. 9 If the owner of a female slave |

takes that female slave for a wife, and after

a lapse of tim, the money master does not |

wish to live with the slave wif., divide
the purchase money into two parts, deduct
oue part in favor of the woman, and the
other part give to the master. It the
womman does not wish to live with her
master husband, then she must refund to
him the purehase mouey in full because
she iy estranged from him,

Art. 10, If a freeman fancies a slave
gitl, and the freeman duies not redeem
her from her master, but supports her at
his home and does not restore the slave
girl to her money master, whether she
has children or not by her husband, and
the slave girl is so kept thut she cannot or
does not serve her master, the law deelares
that mau presumptuons, a disregarder of
the laws of the land, his offence is finable
and he must pay the master for loss of
gervices, [f the woman has children by
bim, let him not pay for loss of services,
but give the children to the mother be-
cause they are born under the bouds to
the master,

Art. 11. If slaves harbor cach other,
without the kuowledge of the master, aud
the master of one slave knows that his
slave harbors unother’s slave, und retains
him and says that he hiwself harbors that
slave, give uo heed to such statewent, be-
cause both parties are slaves. Let the
If the
master of the slave finds the slave himself,

master call his own slave to him.

and retains him, then let him inform the
master of that slave, and command his
glave to produce the other slave, if he
does not produce him, then fine the master
of the slave who harbored the other's slave
half the purchase wmoney, because the mus-
ter was knowing to the aci of his slave.
Art. 12, If slaves harbor slaves and

then sell one another to any party, and !

the master is not knowing thereto, these
slaves shall be punished aceording the
amount of the purchase money, theu de-
liver them over to their masters. If the
former master did not castigate him, let
the party redeeming him pay ouly half
the purclase money, because his master

.did not give due attention,

Art. 13, If any presumptuons person,
confiding in his physical force and the
number of his partisans, by himself seizes,
forces and violates the female slave of
another, and that slave woman at first
cries out and resists, and there are those
who saw and heard, and that woman was
violated or not, and it is proved, he shall
be fined according to the old law. If the
slave that was forced has been wounded
and has sears fine again for the wouuds,
and those who accompanied the forcing
party shall be fined oue half. If several
men forcibly violated the woman, all the
offenders shall be castigated with 30
stripes, and they shall be fined according
to rank, beeause they are desperadoes,

Art. 14, If a female slave has a para-
mour, and paramour's master knows or
does not know, and the two paramours
fight and slay, the law declares the slayer
shall be executed. If H. M. remits the
execution, the slayer shall be puniched
and fined according to law. If the person
slain is a slave, and the slayer is of u Nuh
grude less than 400, double his Nuh grade,
the master of the slain slave shall receive
the entire purchase money he paid for the
slave, over and above that shall go to the
purchase of food for the Royal elephants,
The bad slave woman shall be publicly
exhibited as one who had no husband, if
she had two paramours, the remaining,
paramour, canuot escape public exposure,
he shall be castigated with 80 cuts, and
then be returned to his master.

Tar eNp of THE LAws oN SLAVERY.
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The fo lowing Articles are collected
from other Chapters of the laws of Sinu,
as (hey bave some relation to slaves.

From the Chapter vu Misceilaneous
Laws, we extract the following Articles.

Revarine o Hirixg or askiNe THE
SERVICE OF OTHERS,

Art. 8. If any oue hives or asks a
brother or sister, or oth.r relative, a gov-
ernment servant, or w slave to perform a
cortain work, but did wot hire them, nor
make the request for their services from
the parents or the wmoney wasters of the
cuiployed persons, and the biving or the
request, has been made only between the
employer and the employed, under these
circumstances should the employed person
weet with wislortunes, as sickuess, death
by erocodiles, water snake, by drowning,
by tigers, snake bites, or by falling from
a tree, or should the employed person flee
or be lost in whatever way, the person
who hired or requested the services of the
unfortunate or lost one, must pay the
value of the lost slave to his mouey mas-
ter. If the persun hiring or asking his
relatives, or a guvernment or a money
slave to go with him some distance, and
has doue so with the consent of the mus-
ter, or the parents, and they engage iu
the proposed undertaking, if meanwhile,
before the person employed has been
brought back to his parents or master, a
misfortune overtakes the employed per-
sous as a fatal sickoess, or the employed
persous flee, in that case the employer
shall be fined half thé value of the relative
or slave, s a meritorious portiou for the
deceased. If a person hires, brothers,
sisters, relatives, government or money
slaves to go with him, or to be employed
in any service, and the pareuts, the gov-
ernment or money master hired out the
empioyed to the employer and any mis-

furtune befulls the employed, as fatal sick-
ness, or theflight of the employed, iu this
case the empluyer cannot be compelied to
sy the value of the deceased or the lost
ane, beeanse the parents, and the wasters
hired him for the sake of the wages,

Arvt, 10, If any one asks the person
vho belongs to another to accompany him
on any expedition, and the person thus
asked flees, or is missing anywhere aud
cannot be found, the value of that person
must be divided into two parts, the person
who i .vited'the missing person must pay
oue hal€ that value, that it may be em-
ployed in searching for the missing, as
the debtor has a mind,

Art. 11, [f one invites children, rela-
tives, citizens, or slaves belonging to
another, to assist in reaping grain, con-
structing a sahlab, or digging a pond,
making a road, or building priests hou es,
or a temple, or a private house, or to do all
kinds and any kind of work, if the invited
party while engazed in that work drinks
to excess and unconscious of good or evil
dies, the person who invited must take
the slave to his mouey or government
master as a mark of respect, if he does
not take him to the master, and the slave
flecs, or vieious people kill him, by strik-
ing, eutting, stabbing, or if in crossing
water he falls from a bridge and dies, the
person who invited :nust make good the
slave to the master. If the slave has
been invited, and the opportunity ocenrs
of going in compliance with the invitation
and if robbers attack, war breaks out and
the invited person is slain, or if the boat
capsizes, and the invited person falis in the
water, and is devoured by ecrocodiles
or by tigers, and there are witnesses to
the fact, the person who invited must do
all that is needful to recover the body,
cremate it, and make merit for the de-
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ceased, [f however, the person bas been
hired, in that ease the hirer is in no way
responsible for the value of the slave.
each party songht to obtain, in that ecase
he is responsible only for the wages,
The misfortaue belongs to the hired per-
son. Farther if children,

slaves of another have baen invited, and

relatives or

the inviter asks the invit-d to elimh arees,
cocoanut, palm o other trees, or to de
any kind of climbing, and the invied
slave, relative or child of another falls
and dies, the inviter in that case, must
pay the full value, hecause he did not
exercice forethonght and judement.
on the other Lhaud they were hired for the
work, the party hiring must o.ly pay the
wages, to be used in making werit for the
unfortunate,

Art. P2, If persons, children or relatives
have been invited, but have not heen asl.-
ed to climb trees, and ac-idents happen
to the persons so invited, t'e law declares
such is the common fate of awimals, and
for such fate the inviter of other people’s
slaves, persons, children or relatives ean-
not be Leld responsible.

——

Ox Giving PeRrsoxs 1o ANOTHER,

Art, 9. If a slave gives his child to
another, for his ¢hild, withont the kuow-
ledge of his money master, the patrou
who brought up the slave chiid cannot
claim that ehild absolutely, the absolute
right belongs to the mouey niaster of the
slave child’s parent. If the gift was made
with the knowledge of the money master,
in that case, the patron’s vights are abso-
late  Should the muney master wish to
reclaim the slave child, the law wil} not
recognize his claim,

Art. 10. Lf a female slave flees her
money master and conceals herself in
another distant town or provinee, and she

has children male or female, if while fur

Ir

away from her money master, finding her-
self embirrassed and unable to bring up
hor child, she gives it to anothier as his or
her child, and after the Lapse of time, the
money master finds the slave mother and
her childryn, they must be made over ab-
solutely to the money mister, If, how-
ever, the child prefers to live with the
fister parent, gratify the wish, but the
foster parant must pay the money master
the fuil value of the ehild.

il
g

Stave Wivea.

W now give a few of the laws on the
relation of the sexes, that have a bearing
on the question of slavery.

Art. 43. If a man redeems a woman,
who is a slave, and that woman has a
P'ua, and the new money master takes
that woman as. his Meeah, that money
aster is liable to the penalties for the
violation of another's wife, bucause when
the new money master redeemed her he
did not muke the proper settlement to
have her absolutely separated from ber
former p'u-ah.

Art. 46, Tf 2 money master, or relatives,
children or nephews and nieces of the
maney master, force a female slave amount-
in to improper connection, and the slave
at first ~creams and there are wituesses to
prove that sha did so, the law directs,
divide her parchase money into two puits,
and let her pay one half to her mouey
master. IF the impropricty amounts only
to by ding her haad, her breass, to em-
bracing, kissing aud vot to improper con-
nection, agiinst her will, and is proved, in
that cass, divide her purchase money into
four parts, and allow the money master §
thereof. If the femule encouraged sach
acts, such division and deduetiou shall
not take place. If she no longer wishes
to live with her money master, and will
leave and be scparated from him, and she
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has had no children by her money master,
or his brothers, children, relatives, she
must refund to him to the full amounnt of
the purchase money.

Art. 47. If a money master institutes
complaints against temporary slaves, for
improprieties with the wives of his slaves,
or his free persons, and the impropriety
is proved, the temporary slave shall be
fined, if he eannot pay the fine, he shall
be flozged in lieu thereof, If the tempo-
rary master has preferred a false charge,
let the tempornry slave extrieate himse!f
from his oblization to his bond master,
become free, that the prosceator way be
fined as he ought for a false charge
agaivst an unoffending slave, woo is part-
ly free, aud partly slave.

ABDUCTION.

The following articles are from the
laws ou Abduction, which bear on the
slave,

Art, 1. If any one steals away a citizen,
a slave, a wife or a child of auother, and
has not yet effected their escape, but is at
the lauding or place of departure, in the
market, or at a gathering place, and there
are witnesses to prove that the design was
to cffect the flight of the slaves or persons
of another, the law pronounces the person
so doing a thief, and insists that he be
fined half the value of the person he
wished to abduet. If he concealsanother’s
slaves or persons in his house, and has
not yet effected an abduetion, but has them
in his bouse, he shall be fined the entire
value of the slave or person, If they
have been abducted beyond the town, and
have crossed the river or landing place,
and the owner of the slave or of the per-
son finds them, in that case, fine the offend-
er one half the value of the person he
would abduct. If he has effected the ab-
duction to other towns or provinces, or
has sold the abducted party, and the ab-

ducted party has beeu recovered, fine the
offender double the value of the abducted
party. If the abducted party bas uot
been recovered, let the offender pay the
full value of the abdncted party and fine
him double the value of the victim. and flog
hint aceording to the gravity of his offauce,
and taton him with the fcare of a linman
being. The victim who followed him, if
lie was in sywpathy with the abductor, if
his age is less than (2 years, e or she
shall. not be punished, if exceeding the
ages of 13 to 16, he or she shall peceive
20 cnts of the rattan, if of the nge of 17
to 30, inflict 30 cuts of the rattad and
restore the victim to the government or
money master.

Art, 2. 1f any one abduets the slaves,
persons, or wives of another, and the mas-
ter of the slave, or the husband of tlie
wife knows not the whereabouts of the
abducted person, and the abductor returng
the slave or the wife, the abductor mnst
be compelled to restore the sluve or the
wife to the master or the hushand, do
not punish the abducior, becanse out of
respect to the laws he vcluntarily brought
back the abducted party.

Art. 8. If the slaves or persons of
another are sheltered, and concealed in
another’s house, or if they fled and sought
shelter and concealment, and the receiver
of such persons rvetain them and with
blandishmeuts endeavor to harbor them,
from 3 to 5 days, they may be regarded
as personal acquaintances visiting each
other. TIfin 3 or 5 days the receiver in-
forms the master of the sheltered person,
the law will entertain no action and will
uot punish the harborer. 1f they are har-
bored beyoud this time and no information
has been given -the master, in that case,
the harborer shall be fiued for each day's
harboring 11000 cowries. If they have
been harbored more than a wonth, they
shall be fined the value of the slave or
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person.  If the harbored person has been
harbored loug and has children, the chil-
dren must be made over to the master of
the slave or of the person. If the fugitive
has been sheltered in a variety of places,
all the harborers shall be liable to exam-
ination, and if proved that they really did
harbor and help concea! the fugitive, the
fine for harboring shall be divided propor-
tionally among the harborers, for the
time sheltered.  The number of days, and
months shall be made the basis of the fine,
if in the time of 3 to 5 days, deduct 3
duys, if beyond the 3 to 5 days, deduet 5
duys, and for the finable days, half shall
belong to the winner of the case, and half
shall belong to the Crown.

Art. 4. If the slave of another flees,
and solicits from another lodging and food,
and the persou cutreated conceals the fugi-
tive in his honse, and does not inform the
master of the slave or other proper person,
and on search heing made the fugitive is
found in the hLouse, and during the trial
attempts to vindicate his action in the con-
cealment, in this case, the harhorer shall be
fined the entire value of the slave or of the
pel‘-ﬁﬂn.

Art. 5. If the slave, or person of ano-
ther seeks you, and you supply the fugitive
with provisions, salt, rice, paddles, money
and other articles, adapted to be of service
in helping the slave, or person to effect an
escape beyond the lim.ts of the town or the
proviuee, iuto .other towns and proviuces,
that harborer shall make good the valune of
the slave. If persons, in nnfortunate eir-
cumstanees, huave given their signature and
matks, as slaves, and the slaves flee of their
own accord, the value of the slave cannot
be claimed from the one who gave him the
means, becanse the sale papers still exist.
If he was such as to be redeemed for his
value, then oblain a statement of denial.

D L

When the slave has been recovered, if he
deposes that he was stolen, concealed, or
tewporarily made over, or sold, then fine
for the theft.

Art. 7. If the persons, children, or
wives of any one flee, when the master of
the slave or the person finds the fugitive,
and the fugitive declares that another party
suggested and diveeted the flight and wit-
nesses prove the assertion, that party shall
be finved as one who led to the flight. If
the fugitive is wounded, or sickens, or dies,
the offence of the instigator, who led to
the wonnd, sickness and death, becomes
heavier. The offence of the fugitive sub-
Jjects him to the penaliy of flugging accord-
ing to law.

Art. 9. If one has placed his slave in
irons or in a jail, and the sluve fles his
master, goveroment or money and seeks
another and that other removes his chains
and fetters and then brings that slave
to his master, the person who removed
the fetters but brought him to his master,
cannot be made gnilty of any crime but he is
entit'ed to no reward. If he brings the
slave with his irons and fetters on to his
master, in this case, he is entitled to a
reward adequate to pay the expenses of the
distance of the jowrney,

Art. 14. If a slave flees his master and
enters the house of another, and in a
short time the master follows and inquires
of the master of the house, and the master
of the house, equivocates, says he did not
come, and the master finds the slave in
that person's house, in that ease, divide
the slave’s value into three parts and fine
the equivocater one part, half of which
shall go to the crown and half fo the
master, If the slave effects his eseape by
having entered that house, let the equivoca.
tor be fined to the full amount of the
cost of the slave.
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Art. 18. If amy one abducts the slave,
male or fensaly, or the relatives of any one2
into the honse of another, and the pro-

prietor of the louse kuows not that the,
person was abducted and  bronght to the |
house, the proprietor, cannot be made |

respansible for the erime, as he was
rgnorant of the wisdeed, but if the ab-
ductor bronght the slave or person to an-

other's house, and the proprietor knows
!

that it was & case of abdnetion, md  allows

of the facts of the case, whatever the amoant
of the fine infifcted upon the abductor,
the proprictor of the house, shall be fined
half that smm beeanse he presnmed to
Farbor the slave of another in his Bouse.
Art. 19. If the wives, slaves or free
persons of another flee to any of the
boundary stations, and are redecmed from
the gnard stations, sncli szles are valid.

shoull others prefer claims after sueh |

sales, and the purchaserstates that they
were redeemed in distant provinces, and
there are witnesses and sale papers in
enrfirmation of the statenients, and ihe
redeemed’ party, adiits the fiets, in that
ease, if the former master wishes the return
of the person he claims, he'must pay the
redeeming person all be advanced.

Art. 21. T auy oue finds & slave, male
or female of another, and he diives away
that slave, so a8 to effect hix or her- eseape,
and there are witnesses to- prove his aets;
that person is respousible to the money mas-
ter for the fall amount of the slave.

Art. 28 If aman is the slave of one
master and a woman the slave of another,
and both staves flee, the master of the one

slave, can bring no action against the:

master of the other, hecause both fugi ives
have stolen theirvalue from their masterand

have ascaped: If the mau was not a slave,

and the wom:n was, and buth flee, the man
is liable to punishment for stealing the
slave woman of another. If the woman is
not a slave, and the wau is, and hoth flee,
the fimale is lable to punishment for
stealing the man slave of another.

Art. 24. T a slave flees, and the mmster

i Bind hiny, and snother” inferposes, shoves

away the master, and enables the slave to

escape him, or forcibly  resenes amd aids

{ the flight of the slave, those who se aided
the abducted person to remain in liis honse,
and the investigations prove his ki nwledge;

the slave ranst be responsible for the
return of the person of the slave, or t.hey’
must pay the master the vatoe of the
glave.

Art. 27. If any one obtains possession of
the wife, child, slave, male or female of
another within the space of 10 days or a
month aveordiny to tho distance, it is his
duty to make enquiries of the child, wife,
slave, wmafe or female, and then take the
person who has fallen to hin to the master.
If lie 1s evastve and does not deliver snely

 persons, but retains and nses themwr in his

grvice, he shall be fined half thei: value.
If he selis th . he shall b» panished a6 a
thief. IF he takes the' pe son or' persons,
to the master, dividethe walne of the per-
son into 8" parts and give to the person
whe has brought them back one or two
pirts aceording to the distanee

Art. 29. If any one econceals the jersons,
slave, free persans, ehiklren or wives of
another in any place, and the acts ave
proved, ih that ease, he sha'l be fined
double the value of the slave. The pur—
ehase’ money shalk belong to the money
master, the balance shall be divided, half
shall beiong te the Cruwn, and half to the
master.

Art. 32 If a slave flees, and another
comes forward and says, he wil deliver the
slave to the money master, but before he
has been delivered up, and before the mas—



ter has scen hiw, the slave again flees from
him who had him, even should the money
waster evauaily secure his stave, and he
adwit that he fled from the party who had
fiiny, that party camot e made amenable
for an offence.

Art. 33, I z slave flces iis waster, and
<some other sells him to several parties, and
then the first money naster finds him, as
the slave has beew sold more than thrice,
and the new money moaster did wot know
thereof, that slave is the valid property of
the last purchaser. I the former master
wishes te regxin his slave, and the slave
deposes that he was seld several tines, and
the facts are proved, the frst master must
redeem him for what has been paid for him,
aud hen that slave wust disclose the par-
ties who subsequently sold him.  If these
sellers have deceased, or fled, it will be the
misfortune of the first money master.

Art. 34. If auy one obtains possession
of a slave, male, or female, of a wife, or a
child of another, ten a@ays or one
mouth, according to the distance, it be-
comes the doty of that person to wake en-
quiries of the slave, child, or wife, and re-
store him or her to the master. If, howe-
wer this person is evasive, and doces not re-
store, but employs liim or her in his service,
thac person onght to be fined half the va-
Ine of the persom he had possession of.
If he sefls such person, he is aweuvable as
a thief. If he returns the party to the
owner, in this case, divide the person’s va-
lue inte three parts, and allew himi one
part. If he was evasive and said, he did
not obtain possession of the slave, and the
master finds his slave, he shall be entitled
10 no veward, and shall be exempt only
from the guilt of a slave thief

Susve DerToRs.
The following articles are taken from
the laws on Debtors, that refer to the con-
dition of slaves.

in
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S e S,

Avt. 1. If a money wmaster includes the
names of his wale, or female slaves in &
docuntent of indeltedness to another, and
the borrower has nol paid cither the prin-
cipal or the interest, or if part payment
has been wade, and 1f meanwhile the slave,
whose name is inciuded in the note of -
debteduess die or flee, the waster of (he
slave who borrowed the neney mast pay to
the ereditor the principal and interest in
full.  If the waster of the slave, who bot-
rowed the money die or flee, in that ease,
let the slaves, male, or female, whose names
are induded in the note of indebteduess,
pay only the amount of memey for which
lte or she hus beem parchased in full, for
the balauce of the master’s indebteduess,
the creditors caunot wake the slave respon-
sible, thongh their names appear in the
paper; because the slave could not dispute
his master.

Aetr 2. Xf any ove allows another's
slave to borrow money from Lim. and the
money master of the slave knows not
thereof, till the ereditor comes to demand
payment, in that case, whenever the debtor
is able let him pay the claim, If the slave
borrowed from a former money master and
the new money master of the s'ave kuew
not thereof till the demaud for paymeut
was made, in that case, let the slave be
made over to the former money master.

Art. 3. Tf vich persons or neblemen wko
possess many people, orif any of the fuhabi-
tants send their slaves to reside in other
places, or o trade by land or by water,
and the slaves thus employed scek to bor-
row money or property, let the party who
proposes lending enquire of the wmoney
master of the slave first, if the money
master cousent, then lend the slave who
must make aud give 2 note of indebted-
ness with the waster’s kuowledge. If the
money master does not consent, and the

fender is too ecager to give, if the slwe
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flee, in that case, the lender must make
good the slave to the tmoney master. If
the money master kuew, and convented
to the transaction, that casze, the
principal and intetest can be demanded
in full. If the master has not the menus
of payment, in that case, let the money

m

master give his slave to the lender tv use,
till he is able to pay the olaim. If mo-
ney is lent to a slave without his master's
knowledge, the law, declares that person is
an acconplice with the slave of another.
If that slave have property, let the slave
pay the principal, but be shall not he
obliged to pay the interest, If the slave
has the wherewi h to pay, the creditor
cannot claim the slave.

Whenver the slave is able to pay, only
then can the elaim be enforeed, hecause
the loan was made to a slave withont the
knowledge of his money master.

These are the three Articles relating to
indebtedness where slaves names appear in
the notes of indebtedness.

Art, 7. If it is known that the woman is
a minor wife of another, and the party thus
knowing lends her money, without inform-
ing the husband, or the money muaster, the
law declares the person so lendug too
eager. Whenver such a debtor has the
nieans, payment can be enforced, beeanse
the lender concerted with the minor wife
or slave of ancther. If, however, the lender
informed the husband, or the money mas-
tereand he consented, in that case, the
husband, or the money master, must pay the
claim, if not enforce the claim against the
debtar according to the laws of the land.

4o

The following are taken from the new
Laws that refer to slavery.

Proclamation 39. A proclamation was
given to the Pra-surasawadees nn the right,
the left, within and without, to be com-

municated to the Chow Prayahs, ihe
Prayahs, the P'ras, the Hilnaugs, the
jndges, the Kuns the Munns, and the
P'an Tauais, to the Military, the civilinns,
and the attendants of princes and chief
nobles of the different departments, to the
chief of the Kroms P'ra Rachawang
Bowara Satahn Mogkal and of the Krom
P'ra  Ratchahwsng Lang, and to the
Governaots of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th cluss
Provinees, North and South, and to all
the prople generally. that, H. M, the
King, Somdeteh P'ra P'utta Yaut Fah, in
public” audience, in the presence of all his
courtiers, issned the following mandate,
whereas at the present day, there are but few
of the penple of the Kinzdim, who ure tr e
and honest and subsist righteously, while
those who are not honest, and subsist
nirighteonsly, heedless of past, present
and future calamities, having a regard only
to the ncquisition of wealth to sastain
themselves and their families, are very
these combine with an-
seruplous characters and resort to subter-
fuges, and sell at one place their children
wives, brothers, sisters, relatives and slaves,
and then resell them at another place,
some hire, and

numerons,

induce by their solici-
tations, government servants, and the
servants and slaves of princes of the front
and within to consent to be seld, and
divide the purchase mouey between
themselves and the persons sold, sud the
guarantees, and the sellers, having zold them,
in a day or two or a mouth or two they in-
dnce the sold persen to flee, sometimes
they effect sales and do not deliver over the
sold person to the parchaser, and the slave
and the guarantee simultaneously flee.
Sometimes they impose upon the slaves
of others and sell thew to other parties
causing the money masters to gquarrel,
institute complaints, putting them to
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additonal and
subjecting thew to very great aunoyance,
and the contemptible men and wounen,

heavy

court expenses,

who know no shame aud fear no ealamities,

are uow mueh  more mumerous  than
formerlyy it will pet do to leave such
unpunished..  Ifrom this time forth persons
ure absolutelv forbid taking their children,
wives, brothers, sisters, relatives, servantisor
slaves who have heen sold in one place, so
loag as these m ney masters have not | een
refunded, to sell at aue, two or three other
places, effecting several sales, or hiring or
pessuading  government  servauts, or the
slaves of princes in the frout, or within, or
stealing the servants and slaves of auy of
the people who are not their children, wives,
brothers, sisters, or relatives or slaves and
offering them for sale.

If any oue does not to give heed to this
command, and persists in devising methods,
to do as herein stated, and suit is entered
aganist him, and the charges are proved
Loth theseller, the gnarantee and the slave
shall be sentenced to be flogged three
distinet times,
and publicly exposed three days by land
And after that the slave,
if he be a goverument. servant, or has 2
money master shall be restored to his
master and to his former

They shall be driven about

and by water.

governwent
wmoney master to serve thene as at first,
And the children, wives, the seller, and
the guarantee, if they have no government
master, and were wot slaves, shall be made
over to their new mopey master, to be
used s slaves, and as an equivalent
for the money advanced.

If the seller and the guarantee had
ncither childven noar wives castigate them
and enforce the refunding of the money
to the new pnrchaserto the full amounnt.
If the money is repaid in full, the seller
aud the guarantee, if males, make them of

the ten who shall attend the elephants, if
females send them to giind the governs
ment grain at the government grist mills,
put them to hard government work. Given,
Tuesduy, 4th lunation, 14th of the waxing,
Siamese civil era 1146, year of the Major
Diragon, sixth of the decade. (i. e. A D.
March. 5th, 1784)
et

Pr clamation, 26th.—A Royal mandate,
given to the Pra Surasawadees of (he right,
the left, t'e inner and the outer, fu be
commnnicated to the Chow Prayahs, Pra-
yahs, Pras, and Hinangs of the City, to the
Princes, their Kuns, Muns, clerks, judges
and lawyers, to the Military and Civiia s,
the attendants of the Princes, Chiels of
departments, having official or non official
positions, of the front the inner, and the
rear, and to the Governors of the Provin-
ces of the first, second, third and fourth
class, north and south, to the holders of
Royal Patents, and the heads of gambling
establishwents, for general information.

1is Majesty the King, Somdetch Pra Put-
at Yant Fah, first of the present dynasty,
issued the following order.

In the Kingdom of Siam previons to the
destraction of the Capital by the Burmans,
there were those who worked the Govera-
ment monopolies on government account,
ar having paid a certain sum for the privi-
lege worked them on their own aceonnt.
The holders of the royal patents, or the
managers of the gambling establishments,
¢o effect a succes, resorted to the expedient
of making advances, lending to the players,
mocording to their seeming ability, to allow
thew to play, so as to enable the farmers
to meet their liabilities to the goeernment,
Sometimes such players lost and had not
the means of paying, and the managers of
the establishments would advanee them

sams, and pay the losses in their stead.
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The man g rs wonll arrest the lower class
people, Bind acd refain them for the pay-
mert, when the wavagers failed to get
their dues, they wonld send them to t' e
holders of the royal patents  These la ter
wonld arrest, and by inflicting punishme: ts
obtain the money due as they ple s,
They did not. take thene to the proper an-
thurities ar to 1he conrls to enforce p g

ment.  This they did till it became usage,
In the previ us reign there was issned a
proclamntion, absolately forbiding the hold-

ers of ryal patents, or the manrgers of

the gambling establishments from lending
the players any sums whatever, I a player
came to have a game of chance, the man- |
ager of the establishment reqnived him to |
show the amount he had and place it in aE
bowl, that the manager might see it, anrli
he was allowed to stake only to the extent !
of the money he bronght.  The player laid I
down liis money and the coin of the estab- |
lishment, He was not allowed to change, to |
take any advantage, or to run in debt, and -!
he was not to be suljected to arrest, pan- 1
ishment, or any kind of harsh freatment to|
When His Mujesty as-~
eended the throne, having quelled all eom-

enforce payment.

m tions, he was graciously pleased to re-
What it befitting
shonld be retained, were left as before.
What was not befitling, was abrogated, but

vise the laws, wis

this proclamation on gambling was not re-
pealed, becanse His Majesty was gracionsly
disposed towards the eommon people, who
were biased with avaricions desires, becanse
the managers of the. gambling establish-
ments trusted them and allowed themn to
get into debt, even though they had not at
their homes the means of meeting these
liabilities, still the manager trusted them

but they did not think of their children and
wives, but borrowed from the managers,
played and were trusted. Wlien their loss-

es increased, and the manag-rs arrested
them and enfarced payant, they were o-

' Bliges to borvow, ran in debt, gell theie

wive: and chllren, and sabmit (o many
W.th these ficts in view, that
proctamation was allowed to stand, that

hard <hips,

the players might play o-ly to the extent
of theiv wian s At the preseat time, how-
ever, the p'ayers have groatly diminished,
have been impoverished wore than in fur-
mer cimes, and the voyal revenne has di-
minished withal  The holders of the roy:l
saten’s, and the managers of the gambling
establishments perceive that there are no
plavers and they fear they will not be able
to meet their government liabilities, amd
they devise methods of so changing their
plans as fo lend advances from their fees
to the players, furnishing thew ecapital snf-
ficient to reacquire their fees. The play-
ers, however, take these loans to snpport
their families with, and after losing many
times, the good ones, who have a sense of
shame, make efforts and pay their indebt-
edness. The dishonest ones, appeal to
their masters to interfere, qnotinr the law
that forbids advances to the players. Some-
times the chiefs of the gambling establish-
wents arrested these debtors and enforced
payment. Sometimes these debtors entered
a criminal suit asainst the chief of the
gambling establishments, who have been
arrested and tried and have snbmitted to
mach legal expense during the investiga-
tions. If the judges of the royal eounrt
investigate, they are interested, if they
should resort fo rigorons measures to en-
force payment, they must respect the royal
proclamation that forbids the gambling
farmers and their representatives making
advances to the players, if they should dis-
miss the case and not enforce payment,
they fear a deficicney in the voyal revenne.
All these complications are a souree of ir-
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Fitation to His Mujesty, the King  In e m-
sidering the ma‘ter. in its rfat'on to the
players, who borrow, from the gambling
musters, eapital fo i lay with. they were ma=
nifestly not trmstwo-thv.  When they p'ay
and win, they take their gain. When they
Toose and are indebted; they eater suits f v
violations of Taw. To réfuse tor pav their
Tosses. and to pocket their gains in this way
1= netther honest nor just, Shanll we ah-
gilutely forlid the gambling farmers from
résorting to expedients to farnish the
means of playing, the players who cannot
find money in seasan to play, will ceas~ ter
This wieasare wonld be an inipeli-
The
gamlling establishments wonll be hraught
to erief, and the fees which are used for

plav.
ment and a mntoal disadvaniave.

government purposes wonld be Turgelv enr-
tailed.  Though in the previons reien,
there was a proclamation instrneting the
gambling farine s, and the manager< of the

aambling houses to make advances to play-

ers only sufficient to be within their ability |

to pay, and that fegnirment has hecome a
precedent, and in the reign preceding the
Iast, there were laws forhilding such ad-
tances.  The former law eannot longer be
retaine:l, and is therefore aholished. Heneo-
forth if plavers enfer a gambling establish-
ment to play, aud are in want of where-
with to play, and wish to borrow the mo-
ney, or the current pieces of croclery be-
Jonging to the gambling establishinent, to
stake as wagers, let the gambling farmer,
or his agents in charg: of the establish-
ment form an appreximate estinrate of the
ability of the proposed player, and lend him
aceordingly, and only allow hinr to play
within his approximate ability, and the
power of the gamhling establishment to
If a e mmon-
er, has a family of two or three persons,
has one or two pairs of buffalos, has four

collect, as in the last reign.

or five coyaus of paddy, and twenty or |

thirty rai of riee fields, to snch persons, any
sim weder (wa ecatties (§96,) may be ad-
i vanced £ play with, If s commoner without

{2 Finiily, possess «d of seven to nine slaves,
Ilw may be allowed 10 receive an advance
| not excending one extéy and a half ($72.)
; tf he has slaves from four to six, he msy
he :;?L_m-e:i oue catty ( R48) If only two
jor three s'aves, he nrav be allaved fifty
deals (@$301)  If he has from forty t> Aly
(huffalog he wiay B2 allowed twn catties
(896 ) If twenty to thirty buffal s, he
may be allowed o1e catty and a half (§72.)
If eighiteen to wineteen huffalos, hie may be
allowd one eatty f$-I-H) If fifteen to se-
i venfeetr buffilos, he may be allowed three
:qmsvi.er's of a catty (§36.) TIf nine to ten,
he may be allowed fifty tieals ($30.) If
six to seven, forty tieals (§24.) If four to
five, hie ay be allowed twenty eight tica's,
($LL™) I only two or three buffalos,
tweuty fieals (§512.)  If he has rice fields,
valned at severy or eight catties, he may be
aflowed any snm Tess thau two catties ($986.)

';ITF he hasrice fields valned at five or six
{eatties, lie nmy be allowel & ca'ty and =
}half ($72.) If to the value of four or five
i catties, he wray be allowed one c.itty and =
gqunrtor (860.) If to the valme of three
.; f.'ntfivs he may be allowed one catly (§18.)
I to the valoe of two catfies, he may be
allowed sicty ticals ($§36.) If to the value
of ene eatty and a ha'f, he may be allowed
half a ca'ty ($24) If to the value of one
catty, he may be allowed twenty eight ticals
($14.7) If to the v Tne of forty or sixty
ticals, he inay be allowed twenty ticals
($12.)  If a commoner has only one wife,
and from one to three children, he
may be allowed fifty ti als ($30.) If only
a husband and his wife, he may be allowed
forty ticals ($24.) If only a solitary man,
he may be allowed twenly ticals (§12)
If a slave, on no condition, allow him any-
Should, however, any, under false

thing.
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pretences, play aud become involved for a

muall sum, and the nanager of the gam-

bling establishment, iznorant of the fact,

thiat-he was a slave, advance him a Joan to |

enable him to play, and then detain hin for
payinent, and the money master comes for-
ward and iuterferes, the master of the

gambling establishmzznt, and the mony |

master must each take an oath before an
image of Badldh., The manager mnst swear
that he did not know that the player was a

slave, and the money master mmst swear |

that the man or person, who lost a small
gmnat the game of chance, is truly his slave,
If each plights his trath in this way, then
the isfortune helongs to hoth,  Under
these cirenmstances, if the slave played
and lost more than ten ticals, let the wmouey
master pay the gambling master who ad
vanced only ten ticals, in lgnidation of his
entire claim.  After the money master has
once redecmed his slave in this way, should
he again attempt to gamble in that es'ab-
lishment, he mast, on no condition, be al-
lowed to do so by the mauager of that
establ shment.

Further, if the money master takes his
staves, male, or female, and warns the man-
azer of a gambling establishment, by stat-
ing these staves have a personal indebted-
ness (o such and snch an amonnt, yon must
not advance to them to enable them to
gamble, if after beins thas informed, the
manager of the establishment consvires
with the slave, and makes advances Lo en-
able him or her to p'ay, and money is due,
no matter to what amonnt, he cannot arrest
the slave who had been wade known to him
by the master, so as to prevent his serving
his master in any way.

Further, if females come to gamble at
the different kinds of gambling establish-
ments, let the manager scratinize them

well. I such have rings on both hands,

and arve well dressed, and have from three
f to fonr slaves followirg them, holding their
Pbetle box with gold accompanyments, to
such no advances can be made exceeding
fone catty (%$48.) If the fenle has vings

on one hand ouly, and one or twoslave attend-

" ants she may be allowed an advance of forty
ticals ($24.) If sh= has no rings on her
" fingers, but has her betel box, and one or
| twoattendants, she way be allowed twenty
| tieals (@12.) I the fomale comes alone,
allow her only ten ticals ($5.) These
i specific duections are given that care may

be taken, as of the players of the present
day, only some are capabie of shame and
are honest. Those who have means, hav-
ing pawned their resourees, are left without
money to play, then they resort to artifice
and lies, declaring they have means, hire
peaple to follow them, borrow rings of
others to wear, and inspire confidence in the
managers of the gambling establishments.
Henee it becontes necessary that these
managers should only make advances e-
nough to enable people to play. They
must not he hasty in believing, but be di-
ligent in learning the real position of indi-
vidnals. I people are well enough off to
be able to meet their labilities without dif-
ficulty, then let the managers lend them
Do ot ad-
| vance them beyond their ability. Do not
in any way violate the spirit of the procla-
mation of His Majesty the late King.

snitably to their possessions,

Again players come to play at a gam-
bling establshment, who have no money of
their own, they do not at first borrow from
the manager, but take part in a play, and
loose, and having the money obstruct the
interest of the games in the height of their
excitement, and cause a delay of the fees,
in such cases let the manager and his cul-
lectors remove the difficnlty and make the
necessary advances, remove the looser, who




Laws uvn Blavery.

33

does uot pay, biud and fetter and  enforee
payment, according to the power granted
the gubling establishment. I the money
is not obtainable from the party, make him
or lier over to the general farwer, and lot
bim enforce puyment, to the particular
Hanagor.

Sometimes the players are liars, indo-
lent and are evading their governsment du-
ties, they eonspire with the managers of
gambling <stallishwents, they owe no-
thing, but the managors aseert, they have
played and lost, that they advanced money
on their seeonnt and now detain  them to
enforce payment, and in this way they
eseape being employed for particnlar ser-
vice by their government mastes,

All gambling establishment Wangers
are hereby forbid eonspiring with any per-
sens, slaves, free people; servants, elildren
or wives of any of the people of the king-
dom, and then to prefend thatShey made
advances, sud that there is indebtedness,
when there is not. I on iuvestigation
such a-charge can be substantinied against
the gawbling establishwents, the guilty
partics shall be fined double e amownt.

Farmers and managers of gamblivg
establishments anust obey  this proclama-
tion in all particuises. If any do not,
comply with its spivit and letter, such of-
fender shall be punishied according to his
guilt.  Given Runday, 11th lanation, 8rd
of the waning, Siamese civil era, 1156,
year of the Tiger, Gth of the deesde (A.

D 1794

The following is taken from the Royal
Mandates No. 7, and refers to slavery as
follows:—

Siamese civil era, 1151, year of the
Cock, Sth lunation, Sunday, 8rd of the
waning (A. D. 1788, July Gth,) His Ma-
Festy, Pra Putta Yaut Fah, Ist of the
prescut dynasty, while in session with full
gourt, Prayah Surasaanal, presented to

El.

His Majesty the decision of the judges of
the Royal Court, in the ease of Nui Koet
and Awdeng Bi.  These enticed away
Ewuk, the wife of Mun Raksheri-balil,
and sold her to Nai Kaan-chan at Samut
Songlrahm, {Maa klaung,) for 48 tieals
(828 %") Nui Koet the guavantee, was
sentenced to castigation and fine.

H. M. rcwarked upon this ease that the
fine and eastigatien were punishment
too mild, and ordéred a redecision of the
judges,

The Judze Pra Kra Plirahm plead
before H. B that there was no specifie
law that could be applied to this parti-
cular case, as the person was uot sold in
| two or three places. Toapply the Procla-
amation fxing puiishment for gelling per-
sons did not meet the conditions ef this
case, whereapon H. M. replied why was
there net 2 protest calling for a deeision
according to usage. The judges of the
Supreme court sre at fault. Inthis ine
stance that fault will be remitted but
heneeforth if any oneabducts or steals away
the persons, children, wives, slaves or
frez pople, or servante &f anether and
sells  them, if  persans ateal away
govermment gervants, and sell them or
donot sell them, and such persons are
caught, and the offenee proved, they shall
bz coundemned aecording to the Royal
Proclamation defining the punishment for
selling persons in two or three plaeey,

The clause to make such a person one
of the eompany of ten to serve elephauts
would b+ giving sueh an effender an
opportunity of sleeping comfortably, would
it not? Rejeet that punishment it is too
light., Condemn him to the degradation
of being grass cutter for elephants, that
gach offences may be dreaded. Condemn
them as Xou Paang of T'ahchin was,
and s was the person who stole away the
+wife of ¥ra Wau.

1

ar
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The following law is taken from the |a final decsion. The statement of the
laws of inheritance showing the rights of | prosecution was that Nai Yaug, the
a slave wife and her children, when the [ husband, P'achee-chim, the wife, previons
money master husband and father dies. to his entering the priesthoud sold E. In, to

Arc. 7. If thy deceased had slave wives | Mec for the sum of 32 ticals ($.9.7). E. In
who bore him child-en, and of these chil- | had rendered personal service to hev master
dren, some have died and some live, do | three months. Then Nai Yang and Plachee-
not allow the slave wife to be apart of the | chim craved to pay interest for the slave,
property to be divided, bnt let her become a | The purchaser had reesived neither his
free woman. If, the deccased has given | principal nor lis interest. Mee instituted a
property to his shwves, male, or female | suit for payment of his elaim.  Nai Yang
or to the children that were born to | and his wife P achieechim resisted the clsim
him by a slave wife and such children bave | on the gromd that it had all Leen paid,
decesaed, whatever property, such slaves, | The investiga ions showed cearly that
male and female, obtained during the mo- | neither interest nor prineipal had been paid
ney master's life, little or much, shall be- |and fourieen years had elapsed since the
long tu the slave wife who bove children to | purchase. We referred to the laws for a
the deceased, basis npon which to givs decision, in the

The following Proclamation, from the | preseuce of the judges of the Supreme

new Proclamations of the laws, refers to | Court, and found a royal stateweut, “If
nney is birrowed, or persous are sol i, and
the money bas not yet been paid, and the

case s broaght into Jitigation, and the

slaves bearing interest, and not serving the
money masters.

Proc. 28. A proclamation given tothe
P'ra Surasawad-es of the right, left, witlin
and withont, to be « kuy to all the Chow |
P’rayahs, P'rayahs, P'ras, Hinangs of the | PRYHent @ “"""_i'"”e and insists that  a
city and to the Princes, Kuns, Muns and hue shall b: intleted donble the sam.”
judicial officers, military and «vil, and the
attendants of Princes, and thz heads of
departments within and withont, aond to
the officers of the Krom P'ra Rahcha-wang | t+lerest be iucluded as a  protection
Bowata Satahn Momzkal, and of the :‘.‘gai.mt th:fine and to what extent? are
Krom Pra Rahcha wang Hlang, and | points we do oot find indicated in the
Govemors and officials of the Proviuces ; ‘@ws  We therefore crave instructious
1st, 2ud, 8rd, and 4th. elass, north awl from Your Majesty, that there may be
sonth and to all the people of the Kz | ® wadel for the future tu the state,
daw., H. M. Somdlecht Pra Pua s’ Wierenpon H. M remarked and
Yaut Fab, King of Siam, 1st. of the per- 4 oedered, Laws aud proclamations for the
sent dynasty, while seated on his thran -

invesiigation prove that the motuey has not
oeen padl, the law pronoances such non-

Where the arrangement hus been to pay
interest aad the isterest has not been
pidlor a space of 14 years, ean that

Sovernment have been uumerons and mum-
berless.  When the Capital was taken
sed by P'ra Krasamme Rahtsupahwadee who [l dost royed by the Burmaus, the laws of
informed H. M. that the judg's of the | vyuity, statute laws and civil laws were
C urt P'ratama-tikamn had sent in the | seaitered ) that ouly sbout one tenth of
stat. ment of a case on which they sought ' thowe iaws cau be found. Ibstructious

with his courtiers in attendwnce, was addres.
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were given to make enquiries of two aged
and retirad judges P'ra Mahah Kru aod
Pra KraiSri. These aged judges reported
for the information of H. M. that their
pratice when inactiveserviceindeliberating
and giving decisions in cases of litigation
was, [f slaves were interest bearing, and
made regularly or monthly paymeuts of in-
terest, this was the gooil fortune of the mo-
ney master. [t was like planting a tree
which yiclded fruit to its proprietor, Tf
slaves were allowed to be interest bearing,
and they failed to pi:.y interest money,
and the ereditor or the money master was
indifferent and took
matter within ten years, and the ereditor
or money master eaught the debtor or in-
terest hearing instituted
suit against the offenders, they were
required to pay intevest in the presence
of the judges, nccording the laws of the
land. This statement was placed before
the Ministers and proper officers, and was
concurred in. Whereupen H, M. orderd,
that henceforth, if the inbabitants are
pecuniarily or otherwise embarrassed and
temporarily sell their people, children, and

no steps in the

slave and

wives to parties whoe have means and many
slaves, and agree to have them released as
interest bearing, if these interest bearing,
partics pay their interest at stated times
regularly, such a condition is the good
fortune of the money master. If the
slave who is interest bearing does not pay
his interest, or flees and the limit of 10
years has expired, and the ereditor or the
money master scize the debtor or interest
bearing slave and institate a suit to
recover his claim, let interest be paid in
the presence of the judges aceording to
the laws of the land.

There was circulated a former procla-
matien, if any of the inhabitants make
statements in lieu of & complaint, and
the matter is eivil, eriminal, or an im-

peachment or relating to inheritances, suit
must be entered within, 16 days and the
suit can be entertained, and this clause is
related to the old laws. All ten of these
cannot be allowed to stand.
Hereafter if parties make statements as a
basis for aection in civil, criminal, or

articles

impeachment cases, let these cases be en-
tertained and dealt with according to the
old laws. If the cases refer to altercations,
abuse aund fights, suits eun be entertain-
ed within fifteen days, if over 15 days
they are herby absolutely forbidden to be
entertained. This proclamation is to
receive the proper seals, and be circulated
in all the provinces Ist, 2od. 3rd. and
4th class nerth and south, all departments
and all groups of officials must be infor-
med, so that all shall comply with the
details of this Royal proclamation. If
this proclamation is not obeyed, the punish-
ment will be according to the nature of
the offence. Passed, Saturday, 4th lanation,
4th of the waning, Siamese Civil era 1156,
year of the Tiger, sixth of the decade (i. e.
A. D., 1794, March 6th.)

The following Proclamation refers fo

money nasters wishing to redeem slaves.

Proc- 19. A law given to the P'ra
Surawasadees of the right, the left, with-
in and without, to have the foree of law to
all the Chow P'rayahs, the P'rayahs, the
P'ras, and the Hluangs of the city; te the
Princes, and their K'uns, Muns, and,
judges, civil and military; to the attend-
ants of the Prinees within and without,
with official positions or not ; and to the
Governors of the Provinces, 1lst. 2nd.
3rd & 4th class, north and south, for the
information of the people generally, H.
M. Sometch P’ra Putta Yaut Fah, 1st of
the present dynasty, seated on his throne,
Sawatsade-Mangk'alah-Maha Dusit Pra-
saht issued the following Royal Mandate
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to wit; Af the present day the common | iton that enables them to say, the purelins-
people combive for plunder, for cheating, | ing and redeeming was not done in the
for abdacting the children, wives, people. | presenee of the judges and proper offieials,
glaves, of the people, and parties v {thin : aud they henee conelude that the money
and without, sell and purchase end divide | should he forfeited to the erown. The
the avails mnong themselves. Sowetinics wording of that preelamation is ambiguous,
they fiatter and entice woren, who fall in and cunnot be retained; it is therefore
Tove with them, and then they decoy abrogated.  Ilereafter i a slave, who
them away to other towns and provinces has indebtedress #ith a former master, and
a new wmaster redeems and receives the
glave, and has reecived the old sale papers,
nod has the new sale papers and there

and sell them. Sometimes they eoncert
together and hire or axk people to be sold

and divide among themselves the avails. |
Creditors aud money muasters of small I‘ arc reliable witnesses to the transaetion,
experience pureliase and redeem withent | in sach ease, let tho jndges of the Supreme
Conrts, apd the Provineial governors

decide the eases aceording to the old laws

investigation and withont konwing to
whom the persons, the children, the wives.
the slaves or the free people beloug, avime | &3 they have been handcd down.

mouney they purchase and redecw. Af- If suy one from peeaniury or other
terwards in some instances the purchased | embarrassurents, will taize their ehildren
slaves flee, the master of the slave, the| wives, brothers, sisters, relatives, slaves
husband of the woman, the brothers or born to them, or slaves prn‘c[nmeﬂ, or their
sisters, the government musters. or the children, who have no indebtedness and are
father and wmother sueeeed in cutching | not slaves to others, and sell them for the
them, and they agree to institute a suit first time to others, if the person wishing to
and commence legal procedines ngainst purchase knows the persons who are
the new money master, or the seller, or the | to be anld, that HIL‘.)’ are not the children,
guarantee. Numerous cases have arisen, | wives, slaves, or free persons, of others, avd
irritating to H. M. who is graciously dis- | that the propogals and persons are believ-
posed toward the common people, and | able, and there is a seller, and a gnarantee
therefore commandy, that persous sliall be | to make the purchase a safe one, in this
purchased or redeemed in the presence of | cuse, let the people assist and purchase
the judges of the sapreme conrt or the | according to the nsages of the comntry.
Governovs of provinces, to suppress im- | If the scllers and the parties to be sold
position and false dealings in the King- |arenot kuown, in this ense, let the proposed
dom. Thepveviouapmc'lumutinms,however, purchaser condect the proposed seller,
are not sufficiently distinet so far as they | gnarantee and the person to be sold to
relate to slaves, who have responsibilties | the judges of the snpreme court, and there
to their old money musters, The new | have all the partieg interrogated. If it is
money masters have purchased tlem to [ found that she person to be seld is not the
Tive with them and avc in possession of | child, wife, slave, or free person of unother,
sale papers, and have reliable witnesses to | then such person exn be purchased. If it
the transaction, When difeulties arise | can be shown that there is an understand-
they bring their plaints to the courts. ling between the parties, that they have
The judges of the Supreme Court fall | been hived, or solicited or clandestinely
baok upon the provision of the Proclama- | abducted to be sold, arrest the seller, the
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guarantee, and the person to be sold and | 2ud, 3rd and 4th class; north and south,
have then securely, retained,and present the | and be jpublished to all classes of the
cuse to HL. M. If theso conditions arise ina | people for general information, that all

proviuce, let the Provincial officers send | mny comply with the spivit and letter of

the case to the Capital, that the parties| this proclamation,

may be dealt with aceording to Iaw,

and t'e slave Lad no aconaintanee wi |

ench other, and there was a sceming cou-
cealment, and the parties effceted the

arrangements acearding to their own in-

clinntions, and  the parties were not

eanducted to the jndaes of the Royal
Court, or the DProvineial offieers, snd  the

sale and purchase were not effveted in their |

presence, subsequenty should complications

arise displeasing to H. ML the Kirg, the

cause the purchuaser had no respeet for the
Royal authority, let that purchase money
the Royul elephauts.

Again if the possessor of wmeans and
propesed  parchaser,  the the
guarantee and persn to be sold, live

setler,

far from the ecapital or far from the

Provinelal officers, so that it is diffienlt

to come to them, and there isan inelination
to assist and purchase, in this case, let
the party proposing to purchase conduct

il
I1

the money mastor, the seller, the gusrantes, l tha an{"g‘

the seller, the guarantee, and the person |

to be sold, to the elders, the loeal officials,

judges or Nai Ampoes of the place, that

they may be witnesses to the trausne-
tion aud in their presence cffeet the
purchase, so that in the future, if the
debtor shonld resist the purchaser's clnim
before a conrt, the judges will be ble to
adjudicate the case readily according to
truth.

This proclamation must be made
known to the groups of officials of all
departments and must be officially sealed
and distributed to all the Provinces 1st

Given, Saturday, 10th lanation, 1st of
r, Sinmese Civil era, 1157, year
of the Rulbir, Tth of the deeade, (i. ¢., A,
D., Ang. 16th, 1795 )

Procl. 18, Order given to the I'ra
Surasawadecs of the left, right, within
and without to be a law to the Chow
Pleayabs, Plray be, P'ras, IHluangs of the
capital, to the Princes, theiv Kang, Miins
and legal advigers, military and  eivil, to
the government servants of the Krom

s SRl g e safuadod d P’ra Rabehawang Bowara Satahn Mong
pltrehis g - ) i kol, and of the Krow P'ra Rahchawang

Bowara Satahn Memuk Fai Hlang, and

i fated to t] ) , for | their attendants within and without, and
@ appropriated to the purclase of grass for | i
. APPIOR L '8 { to the Governors of the Proviners 1st,

2ud, 3nd, and 4th class, north and sonth,
and to all the people. To be published
for general information.

. B. Chiow P'rayah Sutama Montrea
and rayah Svi Sawaraht, the beads of
the Registration office, reported to H. M.
that at the present day, the Govern-
went officia’s, a*d overnment wasters of
the people, bring their allotted subjects
to be warked on the wrist as Royal

slaves, as able bolied, as slaves, as eap-
i ) ’ ’ P

tives., Of those who are registered as
slaves, the moncy master and the slave,
each is able to swear that the party is &
slave or the child of a slave. Ifit is pro-
pesed that the Governmeatmasters of gronps
parchase them and have them registered
intheir proper group, the master of the group
pleads poverty and has not the means to
redeem the slave, and he desires the mo-
ney master to register him in his proper
group, indicating him ns sepurated from

the group belonging to crown servants, and
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will be rudeemed and pluced in his proper
group.

With reference to this statemeut H. -

M. graciously ordered, the registered peo-
pl , who are registered as to their ability,
have easier service than those registered s
crown connnoners, henee these prai-hiinangs
conspire to molily the condition of their
children and relatives 80 as to eseape and

become attached to some other depart- .
went of government’service which ia lighter |
than the seeviee of the prai-hinangs, these :

afficin that they ave the s'aves of such and
sich persons.  Tn 80.ne instances they ave
really so, Should it be proposed tozdvauce
erown funls to redeem them and register
them in their prop r group, and the Chiefs
of these groups are avaricious, wreckless,
and daring, it would not be difficult for
them to counspire, make out sale papers,
showing indebtedness, as slaves and then
divide amoug themvselves the avails, this
would lead to precedents that cannot be
tolerated, and the group of persons re-

gistered as plrai-hluangs would rvapidly '
Therefore, henceforth, people *

diminish.
are positively forbidden fo conspire to
induce the purchase of p'rai-hlnangs, to

reedeem children and graud children of the .

prai-bluang groups to supply their de-

ficiencies, Let the wasters of gronps, aud

is a bend servaut 1o snch and such a per- |
sor when the money can be obtained, he -

manently in their respective departinents,
will not he
s0 many months and be free so many
If under this law any one
resist the royal authority and eonspire to

they allowed to serve

mouths.

sell. or purchage a govermment servant,
" and their remote or immediate governwent
master, or the registrar, or person in
charge is ignorant of the tran action, and
if the seller or the guarantee are govern-
ment or royal servants, such purchase
shall be the misfortune of the purchaser,
The purchase monev will fall to the erown
as a pnaishment for the offence. The
seller, the gurantee, and the s'ave shall be
! eastizated according to the gravity of the
{ offnce and the position of the person sold.
{TF -he seller is not a Government, nor a
! Royal servant, let the purchaser, or the
: redeemer enter suit and obtain his refund

from the seller or the gugrantee, and
' punish the purchaser according to the
laws. If the masters of groups, or the

reristrars or government master of the

volantary government servants, are know-
_ ing to the sale or are parties to the sale of
such goverament or royal servants, these
masters shall be pnnished with castigation
If the seller is not a
gavernment or a royal servant he shall be
entited to recover half the price that was

! three distinet times,

:paid for the purchase from the govern-

ment master who knew of, or who was a

the registrars, make out their registers, call | party fo the sale, and the other half from
the children and grand children of the p'rai- the seller. If the seller is a government
hluangs who were personal slaves before or royal servant, and the master of the
the law and definitively adjust all such Egmup or the registrar takes government
cases. If they are the children of | garyants, or the children or grand children
civilians, let the Mbat-tai, bring the ! ;¢ g0l gorvants and sells them, collect the
case before H. M. If they are the children : price which was paid from the master who
of the military, let the Kralahome bring E sold, and pay it in full to the money mas-
the ecase to H. M’s notice. H. M. will | ter as per bill of sale. TIn these ways
advanee Government money for their | prevent the possibility of government
and them per- | servants evading their true position and

redemption, employ

|
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entering other groups, and induce n cou-
dition of things s» thas all depavtmants of
government work can be efficiently and
easily performeld.

[ssue  proclamation and publish it to
all wovernment servantsaud all the people
throughout  the Kingdom, and s ad
official iustruetions to all the officials of
the Provinces north and south.  Whoever
disobeys, shall be punished according to
the gravity of the offence. Given,
Mouday, 4th luaation, sixth of the wan-
ing, Stamese Civil era 1159, year of the
Mounkey, 10th decads, (i. e, A. D, Muarch
17th, 1789.)

Procl. 17th.

Kurasawadees of the left, right, within

Order given to the Plia

and without, to be made known as an order
to the Chow DPryahs the P'rayabs, the
Pras, the Hluanzs, the Princes, their
K uns, Miius and judges, military and civil,
and to the Mahalt-leks of the Princes and
nobles without and within, and to the pro-
vinees of the Ist, 2ud, 8rd, and 4th class,
north and south, for general informaion,
that H. M. has graconsly dirceted, and
ordered as follows. The judges of the
Supreme Court, having cousidered the
matter reported as fo'lows, that the K'ah-
hluagns of the Krom P'ra Rabcha wang-
Lilang, arvesred Ai Chan, who had vot been
marked, (tatooed) on the wrist, and wade
bim aver tothe official tatooers,  Plrayal
’ijit Aisawan said Ai Chan was the slave
of Nai Taung, ove of his servants.  Theve
was a law concerning registered slaves, and
pecple voluntunily registered, wlhen sueh
reached a proper age to be warked fin
particular departwents, they ought to be
brought and marked aund employed i the
government service.  The slave masters
conceal their slaves and do not produce
them to he marked. When these are arvested
then some ene comes forward and wishes

they be marked and registeved as wlaves.

Shonld decision be given to allow that pee-
sun to remain a registered slave it is well
kn wn that registered slaves are exempt
feom monthly service to the government.
Government ean demand their services only
when there is war,  Unsernpulous persons,
in abandauce, vow come forward and claim
registered men who were not registered-as
slavos, as slaves.  To stop and investirate
each case and prove that those teported
us slaves are not sluves, the work of
marking and registeriag the people will be
unnecessarily de'aved. Should the person
arrested be marked and registeved to the
person who caused the arrest, he may in
reality be a slave, and the slave owner will
be wnnecessarily inconvenienced. H. M's
graciousnes has wo limit, and is shown in js-
suing amandate at present, that the p'rai-
lilitangs, the Som Kamlangs, and the Lake
talit som sak shall be Lrought by their
governnent masters and marked that the
government Jabormay be divided equally
antonyg them, Whoever coneeals people who
onght to be registered and dues not bring
them forward for marking and registration
shall be guilty of au offence.

As for Ai Chan, whom the official sep-
vanis of the Krom P'ra-wang-hlang have
arvested, and whom Plrayah Pipit  Ai
Sawan declares to be a »lave of Nai Tanng;
one of his servants, it is not  kuown
whether lie is really a sluve or not, or
whether hie is evading govermuent service,
or whether there is combined evasiveness
10 produce a seller and a guarantee, and
sale papers, 8- as to clain him as a slave,
The cuge may be as indicated,  An inves-
figation would nmecessarily prolong the
warking and registra‘ion, thevefore let
those who declare that they are money
masters, and who declare they are slaves
swear before the image of Buddh, the
religious books and the priests, who is the

slave, who the seller and who the gnarantee,
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that  tlhere are sa'e papers, what the
owonnt of the money, sud when the trans
action took place.  The sluve must swen
that hie is a bona #de <lave, and 15 resort
ing to vo sebiterfuge  to evade government
work. H they can thus swear, and waks
it scem that the condition of alleged slavern
the

straggler, and Las no government maser,

is real, if person arrested is
and he eannat be traced on any of the
registers, in that case, let hiw he marlked
and registered to the party who has sffeeted
his arrest according to this prolamation.
I the registered slave has a government
master, who is iuvoelved in the price of the
a]ave, and s guvernment master concealed
him and did not produce him to be marked
and registered, the offence shall be the
guilt of the government master, that
registered slave cannot be changed and be
regisiered and marked to the person who
affected his sviest,  The offending mas-
ter, fue his concealment and evasion of the
royal order, and resistance of royal anthority,
is linble to six kinds of penaltics, accord-
ing to the nature of his offence, I con-

demned to castigation he shall receive
thirty cuts, and the registered sand marked

slave shall be re-marked and registered to

his government master, and money master

wheve he propely Lelongs,

Henceforth leb a law he established,
inviting the Princes, the Chow P'rayabs,
the P’rayahs, the P'ras, the Hluangs, K'uns
and Miing, aud every department of the
military and civil, who have people suitabl
to be registered and muwked, to produce
them for marking and registration, do not

comceal any, if they conceal and do nat

produce for registration double  their
punishment. I the masters bring men to

bo registeved and warked as slaves, let the
be put. upon his oath
If any ap-

money master
and swear as Lierein indicated,

Laws on Slavery.

prehends  one who bas not yet heen mark-
ed upon the back of the wrist, who is a
doating, unappropriated man let him be
marked and registered to the person who
If

people who belong to the  govermment, of

has seized i as now  commanded.
jiraper age aiel st |'cngl}|, or Klt‘l\'(’s, are
kept back aud coucealed by their  nsters,
and are not produced to be marked and
registered according 1o this ovder, let the
party who seizes such a concealer castigate
him with thirty ents, and the concealed per-
son shall be mia ked and 1egistered as a
prai-blnang, and be ewployed in hard and
exposed government service for one year,
after whieh he may be allowed to have his
rotation months of doty and exemption,
I'ke all other prai-Lileangs.

Let all masters, government and money,
look up the stragling,
nuregistered people, and make them overto
those appointed to seize aund wark them.

nnmarked and

Seel wen must be wade over in one month
and 15 days. Those who Lring one to be
maiked shall be entitled to the gyovern-
ment, serviees of a wan instead of the man
bronght and encouraged so as to inferest
people to give attention to enlarge by
1f
one is caught who has not been marked on
the wrist, and money has been.received to

arvest the field of government service.

let him go so that bis arrest and marking
has not been effeeted, and this is proved by
investigation, the wan who scized, and the
participators in  effecting  his escape by
bribery ehall lLe punished with death,
Given, Thursdary day, 2ud 8th lunation,
sixth of the waning, Simese Civil era
1149, vear of the Goat, 9th of ‘he decade,
(i. e. A. D., Ang. 4th, 1787 )
—_— At
Procl. 30. Ordered the P'ra Surasawa-
dees of the left, right, within and without,
to supply a law to the Chow P’rayabs,
P*rayabis, P'rasand Hldangs of the Capital,
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to the Princes and their K'uns, Miins,
and Jegal ofiicers, wilitary and civil, to
the Judges, lezal officers, and their elerks,
and all who have judicial authority in all
depariments, that while F. M. was seated
apon his throne, P'ra Krasame informed
H. M. that there was a law reqniring
that whon slaves enmulained of appression,
and wished to relesze themselves from ther
musters, by the payment of the money
that was advanead for their pnrehase, the
officers of the eonrt were required to soud
uotice to the money master to come and
receive his money, and when this notice
was served npon the master, he wnst obey
the notification in three days, the extreme
If the limited time

has passed, no complaints from that money

it is seven days.
master ean be enfertained. At the present
<y, nolifications have heen sent to mones
masters to ¢ome an'l reccive their money,
Some of these persons so notified, are tor-
tuons, they poestpone, and then do not make
theirappearance, Somemakeanappearance,
do not come to & setilement of the caso.
bt dilly dally and try to preleng the ease,
Wherefore 1L M. has poxitively ordered.
ghat heneefortl, if a n tilication has been
sent to 2 money master to make his appear-
anee anl reeive his money according to
al;pnimmr‘h{, aud he does come as uotified
but desired that a notification be sent to
his government master to produce him, and
is tortons and evasive, there and then throw
If he receives

within

before him his notifica'ion,

the notifieation, and eowes the
time specified, seemingly i obedivnce to
the summims, and eomes repeate Hy, tnt
does not vemuin and biing his case to a con-
clnsion but perversely mukes obstructions
to the settlenent of the cace in the comt,

if then at the expiratim of a month he

returns to carry on his case, pay no atte -

F1

tion to hisease, lel him eease to be a mas-
ter and release the slave from him, and the
purchase money of the slave shall be
farfeited to be used for the purposes of the
government.  Then let the judges, or legal
officers send a notification to the govern-
ment master of the money master, tokeep
him and his people in subordination and place
theny upon their good hehavionr, prohibit-
ing him and them from forcibly seizing
the freed man as a slave and from beat-
ing and maliveating him v any way. If
the money master knows of this legal no-
tification and prohibition and presnmes to
capture er arrest the free man, the law pro-
nounces him a vesister of the anthority of the
rovernment, castigate him with fifty euts
ad condemn him aceording to the law. Let
ihis proclamation be issued and published,
to o'l government servants, and legal offi-
~ers fhat they may comply with it impli-
sitly. The violator of it shall be punishable.
aiven, Wednesday, 6th lanation, 4ih of the
waxing, Siamese Civil era, 1157, year of
he Babhit, 7th of the deeade, (i. e. A, D.
April 12th, 1795.)
e —————

Proelamation of H. M. Somdeteh P'ra-
Chanm Klow, the 4th of the Present Dy-
nudy.  Alout the merchant Dahng Mew.

H. M. issued a Royal Mandate to be
sroclaiined and published to all the Prinees
and government officials withont and with-
in, and to the people of the capital and of
the provinees, north and sonth for general
informaatien, about the merchant Babng
Mew, whose official tittle is Ku'n Penit
Pwohabme He is troly a rich man, but he is
[tortnous. He is trieky in words, and in
Nivigation.  H. M. has really detected his
artifice, his fortnonsness and lack of houesty.
_He has no compassion on the eomtaon peo-
“ple, who are Lis debtors and slaves, who are
desivous of paying their indebtedness, and
If the monies advauced in purchasing them.
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When the money is offered him, he will
not receive it, and contends abont the ne-
eessities of the seasons, “Waters are work-
ed for fish, and Gelds for grain.” If it
happens to be the 4th or 5th lunation, he
is invisible, cannot be seen. If it happens to
be the 10th or T1lth lnnation, he offers
sundry excoses aund for three years he
has evaded receiving profiored payments,
The slaves lave poured out their com-
plaints and deposited their payments at the
conrts. e makes interest with the legal
officers and has evaded receiving his mo-
ney for more than 3 and 4 years. A num-
ber of other persons also have poured forth
their complaints of wrongs received from
this Sat'¢e Balhng Mew, and becanse he
is wealthy, he has confused the Tegal offi-
cers, ITe has access also to Princes and
nobles who support him in his wrongs.
This Rayal Mandate is i=sred to be made
known {6 the Princes, nobles, and gover-
ment officials within and withont forbid-
ding all to give him any further support. in
his practices.  IT they persist in backing
him ap, they will no longer be objeets of
Royal favor. Given, Saturday, 1st of fle
wasing, 6th Inuation, year of the Rablhit,
8ih of the deeade, Siamese Civil era, 1229,
(i. e. May 4th, 1867.)

Daring the Reign of H. M. the late
King  H. M. issued a prociamation to the
Judicial anthorities, the subztance of which

was, that there was a former law, if the
dissatisfied with  their
wished to pay back the pnrchase money

slaves, masters,
which was advanced npon them dnring the
6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th lunations, the woney
masters comid not Le compelled to receive
the movey at that season, as it was the
geason of planting. H. M. decided this law
was not equitable and was by this procla-
mation abolished, Hereafter, at whaiever

time a slave was dissatisfied with his master

; and wished no longer to remain with him,

he could offer the repayment of the amount
of his indebtedness. If the principal
and interest were met in full, the money
muster is obliged to receive from the slave
I the woney master will nos
receive baek his money, snit conld be en-

the money.

tered against him, and he should be pun-
ished and fined according to the established
laws,

If the preceding proclamation is not the
one referred to, we have not this proclama-
tion in our possession and therefore cannot
give its precise wording nor its date.

O

A Royal Mandate was given to issine &
proclamation and publish it to ailthe Roy-
al servants, willin and without, and to all
the people in the Capital and beyond the
Capital for general information, that on
Thursday, 14th of the waning, 2nd lunation,
year of the Rabbit, 9th of the decade, (i. e.
A D. Jan. 23vd, 1868.) Amdeng Chan
sent in a petition to H. AL eomplaining
that her hnsband Ieam liad elavdestively
made use of her name and sold her to an-
otherparty.  She was not knowing to the
transaction. When this matter was bronght
to the uotice of I Majesty, H. M. was
of apinion, that if a husband should use the
name of his wife angd sell her, withont her
knowledge and consent, she eonld not pro-
perly Lie classed as a slave. Bat as H. M.
was not quite sure what the existing law
was on this subject, on Tuesday, 10ih of the
waning, 3rd lunation, year of the Rabbit,
9:h of the ducade, (i.e. A.D. Tuesday, Feb,
18th, 1868.) H. M. wrote to P'ra Intara-
tape to enquire of the Crown judges, to
consult the laws, and report on the state
of the laws on the subject. They reported
as follows. ¢ If husbands, parents or money
masters, sell their children, wives, slaves
or people, and insert their names io the
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bill of sale, that sale was e-nsidered valid
whether the seller told or did not tell the
persons he sold as slaves. The law pro-
nonneed the sale valid becanse the hus-
bands, parents and money muasters were
paramount.”

Another law declared “If a wife or a
ehild should sell father, mother, hushand
and insert their names in a bill of sa'e.
the law declared that sale invalid, beeause
wives and children are not paramount to the
husband and the parents.”  Sach was the
existing Taw.  On lonking at the snbject,
the law seemed to freat woman as a buffa-
loe, and the man as a human being, it
was not eqnitable, and onzht to bhe abro-
gated. Therelore T M. established a new
Taw as follows,

If a hoshand inserts a wife’s name in a
bill of salz as a slave, and she was not a
slave wife, whom he did wot purchase,
and for whom he has no bill of sale, in this
<case if the wife consents to his selling her,
and places her signature or mark to the
bill of sale in confirmation thereof, and the
writer of the instrument of sale, or witness-
es who were present and saw the trang
action can confirm it, in that case she can
be properly considered a slave. If the wife
did not consent to the sale, or if her name
has been clandestinely inserted into a bill
of sale, and there are no witnesses who
saw her and who knew she consented to
the transaction, that transaciion is not a
sale.

If however, a wife is living with her
husband, and they have not been seperated
by divoree, if under such eircumstances the
hasband clandestinely sells the wife and
insert hor name in a bill of sale and theu
flee, the purchaser ean enter suit and have
the wife arrested to compel her to produce
her husband according to the laws of the
la nd, if in such a ca.e she consents to be-

come guarantee for her husband, and allows
the yurehaser to have her personal ser-
vices in lien of interest, or if she consents
to become his slave after that and makes
an agreement with her signatore or mark,
slie can then be held as a slave, If she
does not. consent, she can only be detained
by the court as a guarantee for the pro-
duetion of her husband, but she caunot be
If the wife Lad been di-
vorced or was separated  from her hushand
before the hustand fled, though her name

held as a slave,

may be in the bill of sale, if she neither
kaew of nor saw the transaction, or if the
husband had sold her before to seme other
party and she was serving in the house of
that nioney master, before the clandestine
sale of which she was ignorant, she cannot
he arrested as a gnarantee for her fugitive
hushand, in this case, the prosceutor can
ofily arrest the guarantee, or liis guarantee
for his money, so far as it relates to the
In maltters of this na-
ture, there must be embarrassments and
difficulties to overcome by persons who

clandestine sale.

corfide in the old laws, treating women as
buffaloes and men as human beings.

If the wife is a slave and money has
been advanced upon her, ard the husband
hasnot torn np Ler sale papers, even though
she be a wife, she caunot put forth a claim
as a wife, she must be regarded in law as
her husband’s slave. If a slave is a wife,
or not a wife, and there are sale papers,
the money master, whether a husband or
not a husband and he wishes to sell her
for no more than what he paid for her or
for less, he can do so, and he must give
the old sale papers to the new purchaser as
A slave who consents to
become the wife of her money master, and
he bus not yet torn up or given to her the

coufirmation.

purchase paper, she differs from a slave
who is not the money master's wife.
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When the money master husband dies, the
slave wife is entitled to a small portion of
inheritance, as a slave wife. If there is
no property, nothing left as inheritance,
those who are to reccive the property or
the inheritance, or the creditor of the de-
ceascd must make a deduction in favor of
the slave wife, one In ten or one in twelve
or one in fifteen as the inheritance to
which she is entitled from her deceased
husband, But in transactions where she
has been rightfully sold, her condition
must be disposed of as a slave. If the
husband sold the slave wife, or the money
master sell~ a slave for more than he
originally paid for her, and did not pass
over fo the purchaser the original paper of
sale as a token, and if the slave wrote her
signature or made her mark as befme
stated, the transaction is a sale. I the
slave was not knowing to the transaction,
and did not consent therete, the matler
must be investigated and payment be en-
forced according to the eriginal price pad
for the slave. The excess balance mnst be
obtained from the recent seller, who receiv-
ed the money. If the mouney master sells
a slave woman, who is one of his wives or
who is not one, who has fled, and the pur-
chaser obtains possession of the purelased,
he is eutitled to the sum that was first
paid for the woman, and interest thercon
from the date of her flight.
recover more than the principal, and as

He cannot

much lawfal interest as will be in the
amount equal to the principal.  If parents
gell their children and place their names in
a bill of sale, and if the child is less than
15 years of age, and resides with the pa-
rents, thongh the sold child has not writ-
ten the signature nor wade his mark con-
senting thereto, it can be regarded as a
gale.  If, however, the child has separafed
from the parvents, and docs wot live with
those who sell, that is if the father and

mother have had misunderstandings and
have parted from each other, and the child
fives with any other person than the seller,
or lives with Tis relatives, apart from the
selfer, in this case, such pavent cannot sell
Such
Enforce payment

the ¢hild not in liis or her possession.
transaction is no sale.
from the seller, and fromn the guarantee in
all snch cases.  The alleged slave cannot
he arre~ted. Tf a son, or a danghter, has
attained the age of 15 vears, and the pa-
rents wish to sell such child, when that
child signs his or her signature, and there
are witnesses who know of the consent. and
saw (lie transaction, the act may De treated
as a sale. The statos of such a child is
like that of a wife who has not been pur-
chased, and lias no sale price attaching to
If the parents who sold the child

flee, and the ¢hild remains in the honse,

her.

the child can be arrested and placed in
custody of the conrt as a pawn for the pa-
vent. If in such cizenmstances, the child
makes an agreement to beeome a slave in-
stead of the parent, he may become a slave
If the child

does not consent; hie or she can be kept in

acco-ding to his agreciment.

custody till the captare of the parent is ef-
fected by him or her.

If the child has seperated from the pa-
rent, and is with others than the parents
who sold him or her, in this case, the child
cannot be arrested as a snbstitate for the
parent.  Force can be brought to bear
npon the guarantee, and his sureties alone.

If the seller of a person dies, and the
legal inheritor is a hnsband or a wife, or a
child, or a relative of the deceased, the in-
hevitor is rosporsible for the debts of the
deceased, in couformity with the provision
If the wife sells

a husband, who was her slave, and she

of the Jaw on inheritance,

possesses the sale papers, and these were
uot destroyed or given up to him, his
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status is that of a sold slave, he can denve |
no benefit by claiming that he was her
husbad.  If wives sell their hushands, or |
children their parents, or brothers and sis- {
ters their brothers and sisters, or ivtimate |
friends their intimate friends, if the par-
ties sold have written their signatures or
mede their marks, and there are witnesses
the transa tion.
If they did |

not consent and there are no wifnesses to

who know of and saw
such transaction is a sale.
their consent, the travsaction cannot be re-
garded as a sale.

In the ease of a ¢'ild who has no pa-
rents, if the party who bronght the child
up from any age under 7 years, sell it,
that transaction is a valid sale and eamnaot
be called in question. Such party has the
right to sell, as if his or her own child,
because the child would have inherited as
a foster child, Sich child ean be sold if
When be-
yond that age, the party sold must con-

still under 15 years of ago.

sent to a sale before it can have any vali-
dity.

The children of others, if they are
taken to be brought up when they have
passed the Tth year of their age and from
that age up to the 17th year, if the child
dovs not consent, the benefactor canuot
sell that child, because he conld wot in-
Lerit the benefactor’s property.

Judges and all judicial officers, who
have the investigation of cases in the fu-
ture, must comply with the spirit and
letter of this royal order and proclama-
tion. Do not decide aceording to the old
laws on this subject. Should any judicial
officer, give judgment aceording to the
old law, and ignere this proclamation, he
shall be panished according to the nature
of tis offence.

Given, Saturday, 4th lunation, 13th of |

the wining, Siawmese civil era 1220, year
of the Rabbit, 9th of the decade, (i. e.
A. D. March 22ud, 1868 )

o
Peoclumation, «f H. M. P'ra Clanm

Klow, on fugzitive S'aves,
A Rovul mandate was given to the Prin-
ces, haldingand not holding official positions

and to all Government servants great and
small, for general information to all clos-
sos, the slaves of prinees, and commoners
and a1l the people. At the present day
there are several places as palaces of prin-
ces, great noblemen's honses, that are re-
spected and feared, whither persons, slaves,
and debtors of people of comparatively
sninll rank, and of the common people flee,
and when there their Government, or their
money wasters who know they are there,
presame not to pursue them thither; and
they may be said to be as if sheltered or
enclosed within a box or a circle of moun-
tains.

There is now a Royal command, jrohi-
biting people in front or within, who reside
in placessuch as mentioned to maintain that
the Prince of the palace, or the master of
the house is powerful and presumptuously
reccives or arranges to entice Government
servants, or the servants of prinees and no-
bles, possessing rank, who Lelong to the
Royal palace to seek shelter and be pro-
tected in places such as mentioned under
any protext.

Should any complain that persons have
gone to reside in such places as mentioned,
it will be neeessary to complain and adju-
dicate, and insist on the delivery of such
persons, and we entreat the princes of the
palaces, and the masters of the houses not
to seek honor out of the proper channel,
as in the past. Do uot feel agricved that
your omes and your uames have been
mentioned to H. M, nor ashamed of those
who cowplained and brought you to Royal
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notice that you neither feared nor respect-
ed anyvbody as formerly, When H.M. has
learned the frets H. M. will fear no insinu-
ation, that the proscention of the matter
will be dishonorable. With reference to
past matters like these we entreat vou to
divest yourselves of anxiety. H. M. iscou-
stons of the difficulty. What can be done ?
Great houses, great palaces, people num-
erons, some are sood, bad, aud presnmp-
tuons. Some will have committed errors,
some, will have transeressed The privecs
of palaces, and thie masters of great houses
cannot know all things. H. M. has ne
malice, nor dislike to the priness of pala-
ees, nor the masters of large houses, When
persons, slaves, Government servants and
debtors flee and  there ave obstrue-
tions that their mastors and eveditors foav
ing-the powerful ivfluenee of the palace or
the house dare mnot pursue and arrest
thew, they will co about wuttering their
grievance and that will not refiect to the
credit of the prinee of the palace, or the
master of the house whose bad men and
law breakers are sheltered, but will rather
be an ozeasion for thore who lear those
reproaching to respect them, and will eanse
mnch restlessness and anxiety to the mod-
est, orderly aud honest who have slives
and debtors, Now the people know thnt
the prinees of these palaces, and nobles of
these houses are great and will become
greater even if the fugitive servants, slav-
es, and dehtors that ave being thus ghel-
tered, should praise the powerful influ-
ence that shields them from the calamities
that their Government, money masters and
ereditors niight bring upon them, these
who hear will not much praise the honor,
because such protected people are faulty;
some are robbers, murderers, having com
mitted thefts on their masters, and credi-
tors and have fled, and all who bhear of
their acts will understand that great people

are the encouragers and harborers of des-
peradors and violators of law, and such
opinions ennuot be very honorable, As for
example if audacious despersdoes, drunk-
ards, pursue others, abusing, beating, or
stabbing others, if these abused aud wrong-
ed ones, flecing these desyeradoes, take re-
fage and are rescued, or if wicked people,
strive, fight, snateh away property from
others which they hold in their hands in
their light, or if those who are afraid of
these desperadoes flee for protection in the
palaces, and housesof prinees and nobles,
and by so doinr suceessfully eseape their
pursuers and the desperndoes, if the palaces
and houses of the princes and nobles of-
fored such protection, this will be to their
Lionor,

Persouns wlho are great or aspire to be
ereat, should protect their honor, and
establish a reputation of benovolence to all,
of fairness und impartiality,without favour-
ing these personal servants or these wrong
doers, and exhibit generous impulses to
those who have done no wrong irrvespective
of persons. Persons of such character are
deserving of sceking und obtaisiug honor
snd reputation,

But these masters and their servants,
who ave bold, nudacious, beyond others,
as inthe past are not needed in the country
at the present time. Notice the state of
things, At present the couLtry is open to
the commerce of maritime nations, and is
not coufined to simple trade among our-
selves as in the past.

If the great people of the land become
sharp angles, and seperate into parties
to cling to them or cling to wus, and are
not permanently interested in the general
welfare, they will rapidly become the
objects of reproach.

All the princes and masters of greater

or less rank within the Royal palace are
most intimately conneeted with the King
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as intimately os the princes, wives, and
children of the Royal houschold that oc.
cupy the palace and its buildings, and the
occupan!s of the buildings are the inti
mates of the masters of them, henee if the
slaves, or debtor of another in the Royal
palace should #ec and abtain shelter in the
palnce of a prinee or the residence of a
noblemwan, so that the Government or mo-
ney master eannaot follow them and obtain
redress, if the masiers and creditors nn-
derstand themselves they will eomplain
for help, and as the parties are harbored
in no other place, they will complain to
the Kirg for vedress, under snch cirgum-
stances it wonld Le unreasinable for tln
protecting prinees and nobles to take wm-
brage, or seck revengeof those wha branght
the notice of H.
When . ¥, iz ap-r's+d of the eiremn-

the snbject to a1
stances, T1. M. must assist those in hispal-
ace more than o thers. beeause they there
reside and bave no other protector than
Y

H seefer:h shonld any oue in the Ray-
al palace make a  statement that  their
slaves, debtors or servants have fled to the
palace uwnd  are heing harbored by the
Jadies or gentlemen in
building, aud the statement is proved, I3
M. w.ll issue an order to some officer of

auv particular

the inuer or of the front = may be suit-
able, to hring the matter becomingly to
the wotice of the Prinee of the palace, or
to the noble persen of the house, to nves-
tigate the matter and deliver up the re-
fugee. Should any prines or noble person
be eaptious, and newilling to be defented
and bent on winning the case with the de-
sive of retaining hitherto prestize, fullow-
ing the practice of those who hear only
the one sided statements of their depend-
ents, and under such intoxication will
heed no one else, aud shuffling hither and
thither conceal or cause the siave or the

lebtor to flee again or attain concealment,
and deny that they are with them, or any
knowledge of them, or if the parties are
lionest people uuder the intriguing flu-
anee of their saperior wives, slaves, ser-
vants or near velatives, imposing upon their
credality, so that they affirm the state-
ments to be false, denying them, and dis-
claiming any kuow'edge of the statements,
If sueh be their attitnde, and H. M. offérs
heavy rewards, one catty or more or five
catties and less, suitable to the ascertain-
ing of the real facts and the apprehension
of the refugees, if the old celestials, who
righteously proteeted the state, and were
eracious to the upright have not yet all
de-ceased, either hy celestinl or other aid
the prolabilities are, one or two cages will
be h]l'oug!at. to light. Upon the troe devel-
opement [I 3L will speedily pay the pro-
mised reward to the detectors of the faets
wnd

chareed of havisg been harbored.

will “try tle 1¢ugaes who were
1f dur-
itng the trial these state the plaees to which
t.?m_y fled and in which I,?:u}' \\-ere'lmrlzored,
and implieate the charged princes and
nobles, thongh they may deny the stute-
ments of the refugees and coutest them,
and the charges are proved against them,
these princes and nob'e persons mnst pay
the rewards which H.M. has paid, from one
catty upward or five catties downward, the
refugee slave and debtor shall not be res-
ponsille for the royal reward.

Tlis proclamation has reference to the
slaves, and debtors of the princesand noble
persons who reside within the precints of
this I. M. the first King's palace ouly.

If, however the slaves aud the debtors
of others, residing in localities other than
this palace, belonging to the people any
where flee them and are harbored and shel-
tered by any one residing in the palace,
let not the waster nor the creditor have
any apprehensions of fear or fault, let them
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hasten and prepare a statement and give
it to H. E. L".aych Petchapechai, Ch:iling
wahng, of the bo  guarding the palace

to investigate the case and cause the

speedy restoration of the refugee. Should |
H. E. Pryah Petelapechai prolovg the
ease beyoud seven days, then present vour

petition while . M. is out on the throne
Sutai-sawariys, or throngh any relative
who is conneeted with the ifwner or the
front department, to present to . M. as
opportunity offers, such a course is not
forbidden. Wlen H. M. has learned the
facts, ie will have the wmatter honestly
mvesticated without respect to persons,

Of this honest intention let the aucient .

celestials be witnesses.

If the laves or debtors of any person

flee nnd ave being sheltered in other places:

than this palace, if in the palace of princes

or nablemen of inflnernce, who are esteem-

ed, and feared, and the money master or
creditor dave not pursue and rezain pos-

session, and it 15 beyond the power of the |

Iecal officials, the Kamnan, the Nai An

poe and the proper officers to pursue,
search and arrest the furitive, and a con-
plaint eannot be made, let the money mas-
ter and the crediior make their stitement

and present it to H E. Prayah Petcha-|
pichai, the Chahng Walng of the guar-,

dians of the pialace as before stated. Tf the

difficulty is in the Buwara-rahch-W:mg‘s—|

pa‘ace, and
credilor prefers to present his statement to
H L. P'rayah Montierabal personally he
may do so. Lf ke presents it H. E. P'rayah

the money wmaster or the

Petchapiehai, this gentlemen will send an
official notifieation to the former gentle-
man to deliver over the refugee. If the
difficulty is in the palace of a prince, or
the house of other noblemen, in that case
H. E. Prayah Petchapichai will sevd to
the man official notification, or he will per-
sonally confer with the prince or nobleman

tfor the rendition of the slave or of the
idubtnr, or the payment of the purchase mo-
‘ney, or the debt with its iuterest to be
sm::de over to the master, or to the ecredi-
tor. If TI. E. P'raya Petchupechaf is over-
awed or from favor or dislike does not try
the ense and delays the case more *han
seven duys, let the party present a pet ition
when T1. M isout on the throne Sutaiy-
;h:l“‘?li’i_‘)’{l orlet their relatives and person-
al friends who hold positions within, or in
front present their petition on some fitting
oceasion, There are no restrictions to
‘surh a course. When H. M. has learned
"thefacts, the case will receive his atten-
tion. If the place to which the refugee
islave, or debtor of the comylaivant bas
‘escaped is the Second King’s palace, or
‘the palace of a prince or of a nobleman
of prominence, who ought to be judges
and protectors of the people, H. M. will
make over the complainant and his case
to these leading gentlemen to settle the
matter defivitively in conformity with the
wisdom, expcrience and honor, of leading
fprinees and noblemen. IF the wmaster or
creditor wins or loses his ease, and secures
the return of his slave, or the payment
of his money and interest in full, in part,
or not at all must depend upon the merit,
the rank, and wisdom of the leading prince
or nobleman who has been the judge and
of the plantiff and defendant in the case.
(. M. will not make it his eare. If the
tdecision isnot according to equity, the
“ripe will become overipe, and theoveripe
| must drop of itself.” If the plantiff does
not like the deeision and again  petitions
"on that subject the case will be re-sent to
L the partics. H. M. will have no further
carc nor solicitude in the matter than
this. This declaration is made to show
that leading princes and noblemen ought
to be protectors of the common people
equaliy with H. M.

If, however, the place of refuge is the
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palace or liouse of inferior princes or
ncbiemen, whose wisdom, experience and
pocition dizggualifies them to be judges,
aud it would be admissible for the pluin-
tiff or the defendant te questien their im-
partiality lest they be unduly iufluenced
by their ehildren, wives, servants or slaves,
in such eases FL. M. will send for the
Chow Krom, the Palat Krom, the Chang
‘Wahog, and the Nai Wanes of the prinee
ard an advocate of some nobleman, and
appoint ajudge to order the srrests, to con-
fine and guard, and enforce and try the
cuse suitably to the laws of the ecountry.

If the slave or the debtor flce and take
refuge in other places that are not the
paluces of princes, nor residences of nolile-
man of prowinence, but in Jocations thal
will come under the jurisdiction of the
local Kammnans, Nai Awmpoes, or loca
Jjodzes and conrts, and they ean be follow-
ed and arrested, aceording to custom, sucl,
cases do not legitimately fall into the cases
to be brou rht before the Krom that sur-
rounds the Royal palace, to take up and
try. In suchcases let the master of the
slave or the debtor conduet the IKamuan
or Nai Ampoe to arrest and keep in charge
the refugee, or let them lodzea compluint
in the proper court aceording te custonm
When there are impediments, in these eas
es, they must in wo instance present
a petition to H. H. P'rayah Petchape-
chai, aad the officers of the Krom
which surrounds the palace are forbidden
to take up the trial of such eases first. In
such cuses let the Government masters of
the moncy master of the faritive slave, or
of the creditor, make a petition, or let
them come to the officers of the Krom
which surrounds the palace, to make for
them a petition to present toH. M. and H.
M. will graciously direct that a trial
be made according to the nature of the

@1

netition. If the case does cowe within the
description to be brought forward to offi-
vers of the Krom surrounding the palace
and any one conspires with these officers
to take up such cases, the conspirator or
the judge will be pnnishable according to
the nature of the offences. Given, Tues
day, 2ud 8th lunation, 8th of the waxing,
year of the Horse, teuth of the decade.
i. e. July, 13th, 1858.
ProcrayaTion

Of H. M. Somdetch P’ra Chaum Klow,
on the selling of sluves.

A Roysl mandate was given to be pub-
lished to all the Government servants, and
the citizens and subjects of Siam in all its
northern and southern provinces, for gene-
ral information. According to ancient usages
and laws and the enstom of nearly every
other great nation there are common prin-
ciples in the adjndication of suits that have
veference to selling persons as slaves, or
ngreeing to hire them for service, to selling
land, vessels and other commodities, to bor-
rowing and owing money, martgaging, or
hiring property, lands, establishments, hous-
esand vessels, to the payment of debts, in-
terest, taxes and revenue, to the fulfillment
of promises, pledges and agreements. On
these subjects aud in these watters verbal
statements should not bhe wholly relied up-
on. As tme passes, disputesmay arise,there-
fore there onght to- be written documents,
between the parties for proof, as bills of sale
agreements to sell, to hire or rent, guaran-
fees or endorsments, agreements to extend
tims, reciepts of delivering, taking delivery
of mouies, borrawed or due, of intercst and
revenue bearing the names and signatures
of the writers, and containing a notation of
the day, month, and year, and the marks
of parties, number of lines, names of the
writers as witnesses of all the transactions

There are other kinds of documents, as
reliuble papers that have been made in
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courts, as plaints and evidence given, state-
ments and comparisons of witnesses, pledges
agreements, and the summings up of courts,
which are tied and sealed with nail marks
for protection and reference, by both the
complainant and the defenduut, or with the
seals of parties who are allowed to use them

Fhe different kinds of documents alluded.
to above, if not forged, or false can be ae-
ecpted as reliable, in all cases of litigation,
and in each instance will be preferable to
the testimony of witnesses, who may be
chjectionable as having been tanght or as
giving guarded expressions tothe iuterro-
gations.

At the present time there are those who
frequently forward petitions, consisting of
documents that onglit to be the basis of ac-
tion, in such cases, those petitions contain
complaints of various kinds, some that mon- |
feshave been paid and the papers of indebted- |
ness have not been returned. YWhen first,
paynrents were m wle, no endorsements were

made on the docnment of indebtedness and
no receipts were given; when a large sup!
was paid, they received receipts fora mm}lur!
sum than that paid. Some complain that,
the parties wonld not make ont bills of sale,
guarantee, and endorsements as certain par-
ties interfered, threatened, beat and order-
ed, and they were forced to do. Some com-
plain that when before the conrts, they gave
their depositions, but the clerks did not re-
cord their statements, but ehangzed and
modified those statements to their liking,
Sonte that they were unwilling to make pled-
ge, extension and acceptance papers, but the
Jjundges tyrannised over themand compelied
them to act contrary to their wishes.
When parties complain thus repeatedly
it is manitest that the complainants wish to
invalidate the weight of docmmnentary testi-
mony, which isa basis of action inall such
oases, and wish to fall back on the testi-

mony of witnesess, that are always Tiable
to the objection of the possibility of having
been tampered with, or they wish to prolong
the case and prevent its termination.
Therefore H. M. orders that a procla-
mation shall be made for general informa-
tion, that henceforth, if a slave pays to his
master the amount of his purchase money,
or a debtor the ameonnt of his indebtedness
to his creditor, at any time, he nrust then
ask the return of the bill of his sale, the
guarantee, and all other papers referring
thereto, then let the money and the paper
exchiange hands, let there be no cause for
a complaint that the exchanges were not
made. Shonld the money master say, that
the bill of sale is lost, or is at a distance; then
denxand a receipt of payment, before mak-
ing over the sum. If interest is paid, let
an endorsewent be there and thenr made on
the paper of indebteduess, let there be ner
lapse of time in the matter. If the bill of
sale is not returned, and no endorsement
is made therenpon, then denmnd a receipd
as evidence of payment. If in matters of
mortgage, or of pawning goods, or rent of
land. houses, build ngs and vessels Tet there
he an soreement between the parties en re-
ceiving and delivering over the property in
verification tlrereof. When parties receive
the farming of revenne, or ke payments
for taxes, let there be documents agreeing
with the facts i the premises between the
partics. If such documents are not made
and given let there be no reception and o
delivery of money between the parties. If
any persow, or party places eonfidence in
others, and have not received back their
sale papers, or receipts of guarantee papers
or certificates of payments and receipts
when mrinjes and gouds hare been passed
between them as hercin directed, but make
paymicnts beforehaud, if the noney master
or the receiver of money, denies having re-
ceived ruch money, avd they produce their
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bil's of sale, of purchase and guarantee pa-
pers in evidence, and the party declaring
that they have made payments ean prodnee
no receipts as evidence of payment, the
judges who fillow the directions of the law
must give their deeisian hased npoun the
production, or non  production of bills of
sal: and receipts in evidence, Ifthe litigants
objert and appeal to witnesses, to prolong
the Titigation, by artifices, it is not proper
that the jndges shonld compiy with their

wishes in any instance.

Farther, in papers of sale, pnrchase, hor-
rowing, and in agreements of mortgage and
purchase and sale a substitution of names
is inadinissable, ouly the real name of the
owners of the properly can be inserted.
When the di-ision is given the preperty
must go ouly to the party named in the do-
<nment.

If it is contended that the papers are
false, and one denies, having written, or
made, or hired, or salicited others to make
and write forhim, that he has no know-
ledge of and never saw such documents. if
such denial is made at the outset the doni-1
may be received, anl the trath established
by the testinsony of witnesses. and a com-
parison of the handwriting of the writers
and other deviees that may be mnecessary.

If the slavc admits that such
were male, and

documents
then retracts and then
pursies his opponent with artifice stating
that he was gnarded, oppressed, heaten,
confined and ordered to make such doeu-
ments and therefore made them, such
pleas will be inadmisable. If the parties
are litigants in court, when they give iv
their depositions, and the clerks write out
their statements, and after comparison they
are read over to the parties who made them
to the plaintiff and the defendant for their
assent to its accuracy, if they assent well.
If the plantiff und defendant cannot read
and express deubts as to records of the

writers that they are not as was given in,
that they have been changed and modi-
fied to suit the writer, and they ask that
the records of the writers, be handed to
others who, have been present to read and
enmpave carefully, the judges and the clerk
must allow the litigants to institute proper
comparisons till their doubts are dissi-
pated, or let ihe jndges and clerks seek
athers to read and compare the documents
with the litigants till their doubts are dis-
sipated, then let the documents be tied up,
sealed and marked with their finger and
finger nail. Litigants who bave thus mark-
ed doenwents wust admit without dis-
pute the eontents of such documents. If
cither of the litigauts can detect that the
clerk wrote otherwise than stated, let
them prove it and compel the clerk to write
as the litignnts asserted, and let the clerk
note at its close that the records were con-
tested, and received the joint marks of the
litigants. Those who have seals, let thew
stawmp the documents with their seals.

1f the hour is late, and the hcur for
adjournment, has arvived and the clerk’s
work is disputed, and the desired changes
have not been cffected, and it becomes
necessary o tie up the documents, let there
be a note in the book, that these records
not secured the sanction of the
litigants and need amenduient, then tie up
thedocnments. It the documents have
received the finger and finger nail marks
or the personal seal, the litigants can no
longer suspect or doubt the writer.

liave

If a money master meditates the cheat-
ing of bis slaves, and his debtors, in any
wmanver, by arbitrary or oppressive mea-
surcs, by beating or confining them, to
firce the slaves and the debtors to make
papers of sale or of indebtedness, to make
receipts or agreements, and the slave or
the debtor do not consent to his compul-
sion, or if judges or clerks, or jailors ar-
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bitrarily force litigants to ¢lange their
statements, or punish, and command them
to make pledges, postponements, or admis-
gions, in such eases let the slaves, the
debtors, and the litigants present their
petition to their Excellencies P'rayv:h
Petcha-pichai and P'rayali  Apairanarit
in three or seven days, so that a mandate
may be given by H. M. r quiring asp edy
trial of the case. If during the trial, arbi-
trary compulsion, beating, confinement or
command has been given to make sale gua-
rantee, receipt, or agrcewient papers, and
false depositions, pledges and post ponement
are proved, 7i ¢ compelling parties shall
be fined and punished acecrding to the
natore of their offence. If originally these
parties were unwilling to make sales, guran-
tee, receipt, pledge, and ngreement, post-
ponement and admission papers, and there
are those who resorted to azbitrary measures
to sccure compiiance, the oppressid parties
ought in threeor seven days to present their
petitious, if in that time they do vot present
their pctitions to their Excellencies P'ryal
Petchiapechai and P'rayah  Apai-rana-
rit but have conseuted to make the papers
& ‘manded, and subsegquently they complain
that they were forced to make such
pers, it will not be adpissable to vxtrie te
themselves in this way; definitive deeision
must be given in aecordance with the teuor
of the papers eontaining their namres, their
marks, and their seals.

Given, Thursday, filth lunatien, fifteenti,
of the waxing, year of the Monkey, still
first of the deende (i. e.) April 5th, 1860.

Procramatios.

His Grace, Somdetch Chow P'rayal:
Borom Mahah Sri Suriwongse, the Ex
Regent was graciously instrueted to
jssue a proclamation to the Princes, withi
and without, and to all the Royal servants«
in H, M. the King's palace, and iv the
palace Bowara Sat'shn Mongol, to the

pa—

Military and Civil officers, and to u!l the
Provinees of the sonth and north, and te
al} the people within and without the ca-
pital for general iuformation; that His
Majesty baving nsswmed the reigns of
Government, is cheerfully and graciously
disposed to elerish hovestly the Religion
of Baddh, and to protect to his utmost the
priests and the common people through-
out the eutire kingdom and all who have
come to . M. dominions to seek a liveli-
lood, therefore H. M. was pleased to di-
reet me, while I was vet Prime Minister,
avd allowed to aet in H. M.’s behalf at the
Keng Wara Tapaya satalin, recciving and
deciding the cases of complainants and
deeiding them according teo equity. Af
that time slaves and debtors lodged eom-
plaints agninst their masters and ereditors,
and there was much litigation as to prin-
cipal and interest. Tt was then observid
that in former times those who lent or ad-
vaneced money to debtors or on slaves,
were in the habit of eolleeting interest there
on as great as 10 sulungs on 80 ticals per
month and 2 ticals, such were the rates
ot talprevai ed to the present time.

W hen persnns in distressed eireumstane-
+ wished to borrow money for use, they
made agreements consenting in some in-
stances to pay #8 much interest as 5 ticals
on 80 tieals per month, 4 on 80, 3 on 80.
Slaves and borvowers who were not hea-
vily pressed made agreements to pay inter-
est at the rate of 2 ticals on 80 tieals per
month 13 ou 80, 1 on 80. The agreements
conseuted to large and swall interests, as
in those times ereditors and meney mus-
ters, and brokers did not advanee as large
sumns 28 at present obtains.

At the present time Native and Foreign

merchants have loeated in the eapital in
abundance, and have built commerieal es~
tablishments on land, on the water, and are
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accumulating wealth more rapidly than
in former times, and the common people
have greatly improved their condition so
that those who have acenmnlated property
are hetter able to lend, sell and take goods
on mortgage If the amount in question is
large, they are willine to let ont their
money at the rate of 1 tical on 80 per
month, or § a tical on 80 per month. Even
and horrow Goverment
funds as aspital for their investwments or

thase wha come

use, the Government reduees its rate of in-
terest to 1) or & tical on 80 per month, so
that those wha Tet ant maney on small in-
terest, aré a< if they had eapital in the ad-
ventnres and profit. This interest is a mu-
tual advantace.

Slaves and debtars, however, who have
to pav large interest & on R0 per month,
4 on 80,3 an %9, 24 on 80, 2 on 80 have
not the money tn nav, and ther resort tn
artifice to contest and cheat their masters
or ereditors,. To decide and enmpel slaves
or debtors to pay the laree and varving
interests as per aercement to their ereditors
is nnt equitable. Tt was therefore decided
to Aiminish the rates of interest, and (he
fines, and allow certain nortions for Go-
vernment use for one vear in the royal
rice mills and the slave to he given to the
ereditor and the money masters.

There are now many eases of litieation
concerning interest in the courts. H, Grace

the Regent therefore has ordered the crown
lawyers and jndges of the courts to exa-
min the laws and base on them a procla-
amation and a set of laws for future adjudi-
eations in cases of litigation between cre-
ditors and debtors and money masters and
their slaves,

The following gentlemen were appoint-
ed.

P'ra Mahah Raht Kr'u Paroh Hitah
Chahn, P'ra Mahah Raht Kvu Mulu-
taun, P'rayah Manunaa Tibunhahn, P'raya’

Maun Sahn Sabt Banchal, P'ry Rrisang-
Kaun, Hluang T*aparaht’abdaly, H'luang
T'ama Saht, Hlu'ang Atayah, Hlun'ang
Sri, Mabloh-sot, Kunchai Ahyah Khlua
Chindali Perom.

Having examined the laws on the sub-
eet, they veported the following.

IF the inhabitants of the country lerd
or are indehted to one another from 4 ti-

eals up, let them have a written document
ta that affect with sienatures or marks, on

which sum the interest of one eighth ofa
tical per month is Teviable, If there is no
agreement, or written docament, and the
parties wish to enter suit, the law forbids
entertaining snch snit, This is how the law
stands npon this subjeet. We are of opini-
on with Your Grace, that the party lend-
ing money or advancing money on sales,
or on morteage make agreements to give
and receive necording to their agreements,
some according to Inw, some in excess of
the law, some less than the law. Of these,
those who agreeto give high rates of in-
terest, not having the money to meet their
liabilities, flee their ereditor or masters,
or take refuge with Princes or prominent
nobles and thus evade paymert, and then
enfer suit. contending with their ereditors
or their money masters. When the slave,
or the debtor loses his ease, he must be
compelle ! to meet his liabilities according
to power of the Court, and it is with
difficulty that money is fortheoming. We
therefore, pray that there may be are-
duction of interest, and an allowing of the
creditor or money master to receive some
earning on the money he lends, advances on
purchases or mortguges, and for loss from
the slave, the debtor at the rate of 1 tieal
on 80 per month. This will be a relief
to the slaves or the debtors.and they will
be enconraged to pay a reduced rate of
interest. They will not be so much dispos<
ed to evade, to flee, and contest the cre-
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ditors, or money mastes’s elaim. Tt will be
easier ton for them to obtain money to
cancel their debts. aud the litigation he-
tween slaves, debtors and their ereditors or

masters wi'l be diminished. !

In the future if partics make ont papers
selling their wives ehildren, relatives, bro-|
thers, sisters or slaves, or should parties '
sell themselves, to live with the purchasm'i
to be nsed in lien of the interest, should
these flee their money master, or shonld
they agree to pay interest and still reside
with their money mnaster, or agree to pay
interest and reside at their own or at other
honses, should parties make out papers
horrowing money, or make out papers te
sell, or mortgage farms, orchards, houscs,
boats, floating houses or any kind of pro-
perty and agree to pay any rate of inter-
est, should the ereditor, money master,
debtor or slave enter snit concerning inter.
est or loss prior to this proclamation, the
Courts must decide that the debtor, the
slave, shall pay interest or allow for loss to
his ereditor or master at the rate of ove
eighith of a tieal on four ticals per month
or 2% ticals on 80 per month according te
previous law, If they agree to pay less
than 2% ticals on SO per month, let jndge
ment he given aceording to ngreement

If the agrecment was to give interest at
a greater rate than 2% on 80 per inonth
and the slave or the debtor has paid inter-
est at that rate, what has been paid shall
be the advantage of the ereditor, but for
all unpaid interest, or claims for loss, the
debtor shall be compelled to pny only at
the rate of 2§ on 80 per month. If 9, 10,
or more years have elapsed since the date
of interest, allow the creditor his prinecipal
and interest or loss equal to his prineipal
and Dy no means more.

If suits are made after this proclamation

debtors and their creditors, eoncerning the
principal, interest or loss as indicated ahove
in all these cases judzement must be given
that the slave, the debtor, the parties who
have sold, or who have mortgaged, no mat-
ter what the varying rates of interest,
shall pay to the ereditor elaimant at the
rate of 1 tieal in 80 per month in all oas-
es alike. If, however, the agreement speci-

! fies a sum less than 1in 80 per month, let

jndgement be given aceording to agreement
hecause it was the desien of the creditor
to be lenient to the debtor. If the agree-
ment specifies a rate greater than 1 in 80
per month, and the debtor has made pay-
ments on the basis of the agreement, let
what has been paid, be the advantage of
the creditor, but for all unpaid interest
jndgement must be given ordering pavment
at therate of only 1in 80 permonthaccord-
ing to this proclamation, the excess rate
in the agreement must not be allowed.

Fuarther in all agreements lending money
at low rates as half a tieal on 80 per
month, or at rates less than this, such a-
sreements mmst specify that the payments
shall be made at the end of each year.
Tn such cases interest payments must be
made at the end of each year, they wmust
wot be allowed to run over the year. If
the year has closed and the debtor orslave
does not make prompt payment of interest,
if this has not been- done for 1, 2,or 3
years, and the uupaid interest has not
reached the amonnt of the principal, in
that ease take the unpaid interest, include

it in the principal, and insert the sum on
the back of the agreement, and make the

entire sum interest bearing at the rate of
half a tical on 80 per month. If the debt-
or has not paid for a very long time,
make the interest equal to the prineipal,
and let no more interest be paid. As the
creditor allowed his debtor to pay only a

has been published, between slaves, or

small amount of interest at the rate of only
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half a tical on 80 in oue month, or at rates |
less than this therefore the creditor is al-
lowed this advantage.

This proclamation was given Friday,
fourth lunation, second of the waxmg
year of the Dragou, tenth of the decade. |
Siamese Civil era 1230. (i. e. Feb, 12th,
1869.)

ProcrnaMation o Bory Suaves.
A Royal mandate was given by H. M.
Somdetch Pra Paramendra Maha'h Chu-
lalonkon, the King of Siam to issue a pro-
clamation to the Princes, Government ser-
vants, Military and Civil, on the right,
the left, within and without, to the locul
justices of the peace, and all departments
of the people, in the capital, and in the

provinees, North and South, to all who|
have servants and slaves, and to all whni
are elaves or captives of war, for genersal;
information. that H. M. in concurence with |

the Muinistersand the Councillors ol State, |
has purpnsed, that io fature, creditors and
mouey wasters who have slaves from 1 to
2 or from 9 to 10 persons, or families,
must note particularly those who have
been born in their establishments, while
the parents were their slaves, and fix de-|
finitely the year of their birth, and nscer- |
tain whether they were born in the year
of the Dragon, tenth of the decide, or in
the year of the Minor Dragon, first of the
decade precisely how many males, and how
many females. Then with these youthful
slaves in the presense of the local judges, !
bave noted on the back of the sale papers,f

as a memoranda, such and such males and |
females, of snch and such names were horn '
in the year of the Major Dragon, tenth of
the decade, aged from date of birth to pre-.

sent date so many years. Let such speci-

fic memos be made on all sale papers of'E

persons. If of slaves children born in the
]

slave mwaster's house, there are none thut
were born in the year of the Major Dragon,
tenth of the decade, and there are only
slave children that were born in the year

| of the Rabbit, ninth of the decade, or year

of the Tiger, eighth of the decade, or in

| years preceeding these, such clildren need

not be noted on the back of the papers.

Again, from the year of the Great Dra-
gon, tenth of the deeade, if persous of
means, redcem or purchase persons, slaves,
male or female as slaves, let hem give
special attention to the male and female
childrep thus purchased or redeemed, as-
certain definitely their ages, whether they
were b rn before or after the year of the
Great Dreagon, tenth of the decade, if such
children follow their slave parents, the
Nai Ampoes aud Kamnaus must bave
said slave children in their presence and
the back of the deed
of sale, d-sigi.ating said childven, giving the
names and age of each. Let there be uo
negligenee in this respect.

Whenever I M. will publish the new
laws respecting such children, then let the

malke 2 memo on

money masters have their relative values
inserted in the memos, as indicated in Ar-
ticles 8, 4 & 5 of those laws according to

i the respective ages of the youtbful slaves,

as subsequently when the slaves are ready
to refund the purchase money that was
paid for them, it will be easy to decide
bow large or how small an amount must
be vaid in each case as per Art. 3 of those
laws.

Further when the money masters of
slaves, possessing bills of sale which have
the seals of the Nai Ampoes, wish to have
memos placed on the back of their deeds
of sale indicating the values of the slave
children, the Nai Ampoes making such
memos are absolutly forbid colleeting any
fees for such memo from either the master
or the slave Whenever a master produces
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such a bill of sale, to have made upon the
back of it a memo,.the Ampoes are requir-
ed to make the memo promptly and with-
out fail.

Given, Thursday, tenth lunation, thir-
teenth of the waxing, _\'0an of the Dog,
sixth of the decade 1236, (i. e. Oect, 8th,
1874.)

Laws CoNCERNING THE LIMITS OF THE

AGE OF SERVITUDE AXD FREKDOM.

In the year 1874, 11. M Chula-longkorn,
the King of Siam, 5th of the present dyna-
sty, seated upon his throne with the coun-
cillors of State, officials in session remark-
cd, in reflecting npon the ancient customs
of the country, it was H. M. wish, that all
that were beneficial shonld be observed
and perpetnated. Such as were detrimental
to the people and to the state, and were
not based in equity, it was, H. M wish to
albrogate. but sneh changes mnst be gra-
dual, and he made suitable to the times and
the circumstances, to effect on them a quies-
cent establishment,

In the original laws which were establish-
ed by the former kings, wnceording to the
work called the Tammasabt seven classes
of slaves were indicated.

1st Slaves by purchase or redemption. 2
Children of slaves born in the house of the
money master. 3 Slaves obtained from one’s
parents. 4 Slaves given by another. 5 Slaves
who have been assisted and resened from
calamity, 6 Slaves who were fed and sop-
ported during famine. 7 Slaves who were
captared in war. Taese are the 7 classes of
slaves These are recognised as slaves by
the laws of the lund. 1f money is not paid
down to the masters of these classes of
slave, to the full extent of their liability.
there was no opportunity for them to escape
bondage and obtain freedom. Cliildren born
to these seven classes of slaves, from their
birth and the opening of their eyes, must be

regarded as slaves, having a legal persomal
value as such. Should they reach the ad-
vanced age of 100 years, they have still a
legal personal valuation.

The legal personal valuation is as follows,
Slaves 1, 2, & 8 months old were valoed
at § 3.60 Temales of the same age, $3
40. When the males attained their 26th
year from that age on till their 40th year
they were rerarded as possessing their high
est legal valne § 33.60. Females from the
2Ist to the 30th year of their age had
reached their full lezal valnation § 28.48.
Males over 40 and femalesover 30 gradun-
ally decreased in personal value, and if they
lived to be 100 yea's old, the male was still
valued at § 2,40 acd the fomale at $ 1.80
there was no time when there was not a
legal valie upon their persons. Snch are
the usages of the existing law. Seemingly
there was no pity for the children of slaves,

© As the children who are born in slavery

know nothing and saw poth'ng of the
evils which their parents had perpetuated,
in enforcing upon them slavery, for life, and
the endurance of penalties and misery be-
longing properly to the parents, it is nos
right that such children should be slaves
for life.

Should H. M. the king be graciously dis-
posed to abolish at once the legal personal
valne of the children of slaves, the money
masters of the parents would be devoid of
compassion, and wonld not altow the slave
mother to nourish, and rear her children
as they would esteem the chiid of the slave
born as unserviceable, they would thereforo
compel the father and mothier of the slave
to work for them to the neglectof the ehild
and the pror child wonld in many instances,
suffer and die.

As money masters might and, possibly
would resort to such artifices, some regard
must be had to their advantage, and at the
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same time make opportonities for the free-
dom of the children of slaves, so that ifthe
child slave is a wale, whes his legal per-
sonal valaation ce:$:s, he can bive himself
wut, engaze in busi ess, of secare some nse-
fal trade av ort, o enter the prissth
if a female, on the attainmert of her free-
dum, she 2l be o.er tooffers of allimnces,
becowe & mather, and have opportuuitics of
earning a livelihood. When suoh results
can  be affected, there will be a glorious
prosperity for the inhabitants of Siwm.
Therefore H. M. th kingissned a man:
date directing the Cuunciliors of the
Governurent to pre'pare a sot of laws on the
subject, ta be circulated among the priuces
nobles, and officials of all departments,
in the Military and civil service, all iuhabi-
tants of the Capital, the first, second, third
and fourth class provinces of the North and
South, and for the information of the people
gcm; ally, that in the Siawese civil eva,
1230, year of the Great Dragon, tenth of the
decade (1. e. 1868,) great and auspicions is
the year that H. M. the present king sscen-
ded thethmane, therefore Ho M. is gracicus-
ly pleased w fix this year as the st year
for the operation of the following laws
which are to fix the future status of the
children of s'aves. From that year thes
laws have effect.
~ Art, 1. If the wale or female children of
glaves were born in the Siawese eivil era
1930, year of th Great Drag n tenth of the
decade { 1868, jthis year shall be the starting
point for estimating the value of the child
slave, frow the age of 1, 2, 3 months up to
the age of 8 years the value will gradually
increase and reach its highest limit. From
tle ave of 8 years there will be each year »
gradual decrease of the value till the 2lst
year of the ehild’s age, when there wiil be
no legal value. At that age the child slave
N2

shall ceuse to bave a legal value and is
thenceforth free.

Art. 2. The table of the yearly walu-
ation of ihe ohildren of slaves has beea se-
arranged by law, this new table must be
used only for all the chlidreg of slaves, and
the children of the population who are ssill
(ree, and are uot slaves, that have been bora
in the year of the Major Dragon, teath of
the decade, the year of the Minor Dra om,
first of the decade and fur exery suscoediyg
year therefrom.

Age Value Ticala.
Mouths Years 1 Male | Female
128 Lucesrsswmmssns @etlicme
458 |iacsiiniendsas 8azliacy 6
T89 |oecceeenn- loeme10._|.onn 8
U T T 0 P |

1oz loa16.lo-.12
8 4!._..90.|___16
5 6 .24 .|.__.20
7 8|....82._|....28
9 10 11 l....28._|....24
12 13 14 L__.20_|....48
15 16 17 ....12..|.__.12
181920 ... 4:0.... 3

When they euter their 21st year all’ va-
| lne on wales and females cease, and their
screasing and decreasing value must be on
the lasis of this table.

Peisons who were boru in the year of the
Rubbit, ninth of the decade and anterior to
that year, in cases of litigation, will be sub-
juet to the old table of valuagion which was
established in the Siamese eivil era 953,
year of the Cock, fifth of the decade (1593
A. D)

Art. 3. the wmale and female children of
slaves, who are born in the house of the
money master from the year of the Great
Dragon, tenth of the decade on, whether
they live with the first money master till
they 1each the 21s¢ year of their age, or if
they do not reside with the first money mas-
ter, or if the purchase money has been, and
| they bate besn tnsnstered 20 4,3,8, 4,6
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shall be anmnally valued at the yearly in-
- oreasing or decreasing valne now establish-

ed, no matter with what mvaster they are

till they shall have atitined the 21st year

of their age, affer whiek nou legal valne can
- be placed upon them, they are fiee. -

Art. 4. male or femnle ehildren of slaves
fhurn in the year of the Major Dragon,
- tewrtlr of the deende, or in any subsequent

years, who are to Be redeemed, their legaf
unuual value shall be inereasing or decreas-
g accordiug to the following rule. Snp-
pose the sum originally paid for Ai Kay,
the husband and E K'aw, the wife, two
persons was 260 ticals or (& 156.) While
residing with the first money master sup-
pose two children are burn to them, ghe
male child 18 named Ai G'aw, the female
child E Gnaw, they remain with the first
money master, till the ¢hild Al Gaw was
* three yemrs old, and the second ehild E
Gnaw was three months old. The slaves
wish to pay theiv old master and seek a
new one,
In this ense the proposed master mmst
add to the original smw the valne” of the
two child slaves that are te sccompany the

pavent according to the value corresponding |

to their ages for Ai Gaw 8 yowrs old, 20
ticals, for B Goaw 3 monshs old, £ ticals.
This additioual snmy must be usted and
“stamped in the Bill of sale, as the value of
the children aecording to their age, 24 ti-
eals, which added to the valwe of Ai Kaw
and B Iaw, the father and mother 284
ticals. H this slave fumily lives with the
second master 5 years Ai Gaw has renched
the 8th year of his age, and bas ebtained
his highest legal value 32 ticaly, B Goaw
is 5 yearsand 3 months old, her legal va-
Ine is 20 tieals. They now propose to
change for a third master, this third mas-
ter must in that case, add to the pre-

viong sum the incveased legal value of Lhe
slave ehildren sorresponding to their ages.
For Ai Gaw 12 more ticals in addition to
hig previous 20 amomis to 32 ticals, for
E Guaw 16& more tieals, in addition toher
sprevions 4 tieads, amounts to 20 ticals.
These snms wust be noted and morked
in the Bill of sale gs the valnes of Ad
Gaw and E Guwa which added to the va-
lue of Ai Kaw, the father and E Kaw
the mother amounts to 312 ticals.

The slaves remain with their third mas-
ter 8years aud six months. Ai Gawis 16
vears md 6 wonths old, his legal value
has diminished to only 14 ticals, B Gn w
is 13 years and nine months old, her le-
gal value has diminished only 22 ticuls.
"They now wish to leave the third and go
g0 a fourth master. This third master
mst diminish the valne of Al Gaw, 22
ticals, arad receive for Bim enfy 14 ticals,
IZ Gunaw, has fnereased in valne 2 tieals and
her present valne is 22 ticals, their combin-
cd value is 36 ticuls. The fomrth master
inust puy for their redemption amd uste in
the bifl of sale, that for the chill sfave bt
' Kaw, his former valne was 32 tieals, a re-
| duction has been made of 18, and lis pre-
Lsent eost was only ¥4 ticals, that for the
slave child B Gnaw, her former valne was
20 ticals, her valoe hal jucreased 2 ticals,
{her present cost was 922 ticals, the united
fvaloe of the children was 36 tivals. The
united cost of parents and ehildren was 296
ticals.

¥ the stare family was with the 4th
| mraster 3 years and 7 months, Ai Gaw will
il:ave reuclred, hig 20th year, and ope month
{he is new absolved from all legal value, and
is free. E GQuaw, however, is 17 years and
4 months ofd, her legal value has been di-
minished till there remains due on her ao-
count only 3 ticals,
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if Al Kan, B Kaw and & Goaw wish
to be released from the £th master, to live
avith a Bfth, the fearth master wnst dimin-

ish the valae of ¥ Gnaw which wus 23
ticals and receive on her account ouly 3 ti-

<als, as she has reached the age of 17 years
aml 4 menths, andzs do.deriag on to be

I8th yenr, and the value for viat age has
dwinrdled down to only 3 ticals. The ffth
anaster must pay down for the redemption
of Al Kau, E Kaw end E Gnaw the suwm
of § 263 ticals. If the slave fawily lives
avith the Bfth master 2 years and 8 mouths
E Guaw will be 20 years and 2 months
old, & Guaw has lost all legal value as a
slave and is free. The value of Al Kan,
and E Kau, the father and mother re-
mains as before, 260 ticals. Should  either
any Ai Kan, B Kaw, Al Gawor £ Gnaw
die while living with any one of the mas-
ters, the iudebtedness of the deceased must
be obliterated, the master can only claim
the amount appropriately doe from each
living person, the loss must be the portion
of the muster, according to the rules of the
01d lay.

Art. 5. From the Sizmese civil era 1236,
year of the Dog, sixth of the decade, (1874)
if persans ofmeans will undertake the help-
ing and redeeming of the poer people or
slaves, who were not slaves before, or
slaves who are to be purchased from for-
aner masters, and sgeh slaves have with
ghew slave children that were born in the
year of the Major Bragon, tenth ef the
decade, the purchaser and seller, together
awith the Nai Ampoe, Kamnan and slaves,

must make out a biil of se, written with.

ink, stating definitely that the male and fe-
eale slaves were barn in seeh years, they
diave sttaincd respectivily such ages, stat-
ing their le:al value according to their
ages as laid diwn in the new table. The
alayes wmust writé their owu names, or hire

or ask others to write them for them at
the bottom of the bill .of sale, and each of
those docwments must have the sealsof the
Ampoe, or Kamnan in covfirmation thereof.

Art. §. If any of the people wlho are
now free, laving had no troubles neces-
sitating their becoming  slaves, should
subsequently bacome involved, and the
father, mother, the paternal grand father,

grand mother, the maternal grand father,

grand mother, vneles, aunts,elder brothers
oy sisters, be inclined to sell their children
or relatives that were born in the year of
the Major Dragon, tenth of the deende,
(18G8) if less than 15 years old, they may
do so only temporarily, and allow their
sreviees to the purchascr in lien of interest,
inserting their names in the bill of sale
of the purchuser, with or without the
knowledge of the person sold, the sale is
vulid according to the laws of the land
because the futher, mother and elder vela-
tives are paramount, according to the re-
cent laws which were established by H.
M. Pra Chaum Klow, the late king,
in the year of the Rabbit, ninth of the de-
cade, (1867.) but such sales must be
made upen the scttled basis of the laws
established in the present Reign.

Art. 7, If a ehild or a relative that has
been born since the yeur of the Major Dra-
von, tenth of the decade, (1868,) has at-
tained any sge between the 15th and 20th
year, that is knews the difference, between
right and wreng, and the parerts.or elder
relatives wish tosell.and give their services
te the purehaser in lieu of interest, and
the seller places that persons name in a
bill of sale, the party so doing must in-
farm the person to be sold, that he may
kuow and see the transaction and attach
his name to the instrument in confirmation
thereof, to give it validity, and make it

available to the purahaser, his wuluation,
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however, shall be aecording to the ratesof |

the present laws. If the person sold nei-
ther knows of, nor saw’the trauvsaction,
and has not appended, nor hired, nor asked
others to write his name to the instru-
ment, he cannot be regarded a8 a slave,

Art. B, 1fthe child of a slave, orof a free
person born in the year of the Major Dra-
gon,as the staxting poiut bas reached the
21st year of his or her age,shounld the pa-
rents or he relatives, er the persons them-
selves become embarrassed and invelved,
and apply tosell such persons, vfcring their
persenal services.in lien of tuterest on the
parchase money, all menied people and.
property holders are herchy absolutely
forbidden to purchase them as slaves, If
the children of slaves, or free people that
were born in Gr since the year ofthe Major
Dragon, tenth of the decade have attained
the 21st year of their age or have exceeded
it, to. the 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th 45¢h 50th,
and because they are ivolved make false
assertioss to deceive others, and bead them
to believe that they were born antevior to
the year of the Major Dragon, tenth of the
decade in the year of the Minor Pragou,
fast of the decade as the starting point, or
that they were bozn year of the Rabbit
8th of the decade, or year of the Tiger,
eighth of thie deeade, or the year of the
Cow, sexenth of the deeade, or any earlier
year, and owing to their pecuniary embar-
rassments sell themselves, and oer thei
persoaallsérvices in liew of iterest to the
purchaser, let money and property holders
who wish to purchase and Becowme masters
thoroughly investizate the matter, explici:
tily inquire of the pasty desirous of selling
himgelf or herself what year they were
born in, what the notation of the civil
era and insert their statments legibly in
the bill of sule that the party was born
imsaeh o year, snch a decade; if subse

quently the party rotraets the statements
and they are of a different charncter,
that slave shall be minenuable to panishmens
according to the laws of the land, accor-
ding to article 14 of the oldlnws, € mo-
nied people are desirous of the rervice
of slaves, and make ofthose they purchase,

{0 enquiries and insert no definite record

of their statements in the billof sale
and purehase and retain swch s shives, in
such an event shomld the slave declore
that he was born in or since the year of
the Major Brragon, tenth of the decade, as

a slarting point, whieh years are forbidem,

i that case the meney masteror purehaser
shalF forfeit what ke has paid for the pur-
chased person.

Art. 9. If money and preperty holders
purchase the ehildren of slaves or of firee
people, who were boen 1mn or sinee the
year of the Major Pragon, tenth of the
decade, and they are 21 years old, hav-
ing passed the limits of legal slave va-
lue, they are fiee, they canmot be valid
slaves of the poarchaser aceording to the
law, even though there may be papers
of safe with dates day, of year, aud the
name of the purehased, and the amount of
money paid. Phe purchased person ean
leave the purchaser when be eliooses. The.
purchager cannet pursue him: to arzest him
and institizte o sait to reeever his pureliase

‘money, that must be the loss of the pur-
chaser, the punishment. for- his ofienee a-

gainst the laws.

Art. 10. I the children of slavesor of
free persons twenty onie years old whe.have
pussed legak slave value from 2l momey
masters, have heen tatooed on the. wrist,
as a govemnment servant or not or if
their wrists are still whike, let the ori~
vinal monéy master or the new Govern=
ment master muke out » new register list
md present it to the Krom P'ra Surase
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wadee, to rer-cgister all such persons as
slaves who have pasced personal value, and
now possess a sukuah grade of 10 Rai.
If the former money waster or the new
government master conceal the facts, and
assist snch persons, #0 that they are not
conducted to be tatooed, then those wlo
were parties to such concealment sha'l be
heavily pumished nceording to the luws.

Art. 11, All persons under obligation
to the Government, known as prai-lnangs,
soldiers, urtisans, laborers, miners, provin-
cials, attamahts, those whose freedow has
been forfeited to the state -for erimes a-
gainst the laws, royal domestics, lalorers
at the Government rige mills, Government
weavers, sillk manufacturers, female goards
of the inner apartments of the palace, and
the distributers and ebjects of royal chari-
ties, all people under legal obligations to
the Governmeut aud known as K'on-hlo-

angs, who, clandestinely and fraudulently ]
allow their names to be entered into bills of |
sale pledging their personal services, in
lien of interest tothe purchaser, if they
have ehildren born to them in the house
of the money master from and sinee the
yeur of the Mujor Dracon, tenth of the de-
cade, and those children have attained the
21st. year of their age, iu all these eases let
the money master make known the cirenm-
stances to the Krom P'ra-Surasadee, that
the real Government master may bave him
tatooed and desig:-ated to his proper group,
the group to which his father or mother
belonged, 80 -that when he is off required
duty he may serve his money master, and
when -on regnired ‘duty he may serve his
government’ master, according to the ori-
ginal laws,

Art. 12. Art. 20 of the old laws on sla-
very, that came into force in. the year of
the Goat 1359 of the great era, which

earrespouds with the 709th, year of the

Goat, ninth of the decade of the present
Siamese Civil era, (A. D. 1437)) says,
male or females in embarrased eircum-
stances selling themsclves to others to be
u-ed by thew, and having children from the
ages of on» mouth, or 2 months following
the father, mother, clder brothersor sisters,
uneles, or aunts:to live with the pnrehaser,
but who-nre not entered in the bill of pur-
chase or sale, sueh childron, as they grow
up, if they leave the master, the master is
entitled to a recompense of 2 parts, for
their maiutenance. This provision has uo
longertoree, that Art. 20 is now abrogated.

Heuceforth men or women of the realm,
who owing to embarrassed eirowmstances
sell themselvesto live with and serve their
purchaser, if children, male or female are
taken thither by the parents, elder brothers
or sisters, uncles, or aunts to live with the
purchaser, aud their names do not appear
in the purchase or sale papers us slaves in
these eas s, though the ¢hi'dren are thus
taken by the parents or relatives from the
age of 1, 2,0r 3 mouths up to the age of
seven yeurs or beyond that age, the law
will not allow the master to eliim recom-
pense for the milk, or food, or maintenanee
of the ehild, as a claim upon the persen of
the child, and nbsolutely forbids the allow-
iug any claim upon that child as a -slave.

These laws regn'ating the status of the
children of slaves and free peo; le must be
observed by all money masters who have
slaves, and by all who propose to pur-
chase aud redeem slaves. In the papers of
pur base and sale, the ages.of the children,
and their legal . value must be distinet]y

-and elearly set forth as indicated in Art. 5

of these laws. These chanzes must be com-
pletly made iu sneh documents frem this
year of the Dog, sixth of the deeade. and
heneeforth begining with the 1st, of the
waxing of the H5th lunntion (i. e. March
18th 1874 ) [f cuses are brought to congt
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and the litigation invelves the children of
slaves or free people, the judges must give
decisions in conformity, in every respeet,
with the principles of the new laws now
promulgated.

—

Procruavarron
CoNCERNING THE LIMITATION OF THE AGES
OF TNE CHILDREYX OF SLAVES AND OF FREE
PROTLE.

A Roval Mandato was graciously given
to make known fo the Princes and Govern-
ment offieials, great and small, of the frout |
and within, to all inhabitants. Siamese, Ohi- |
nese merchants and traders and foreigners |
in the kingdom of Siam and all its prov
ces, north and south thranahont the entire
daminions, for the henefit of all, that H.
M. prapased, and with eonenrrent consnl- |

mn-

tation and anproval of tha Sannahbandoees, |

and eonncillors of State has established
Taws affecting the lecal status of the ehild-
ren barn of the seven clases of slaves.
These have been ostablish *d as laws to he
enforeed in the Kingdom for the benefit
and hapniness of all the inhabitants of 8i-
am hereafter,

. M. is anprehensive that there are
two clases of persons who mav not grasp |
and thoronehiy eomprehend, the Raval in-
tent and desire in establishing these laws |
at the present time

One elass who are heavily imbued with
the ideas in favor of old eustoms and u-
sages. that are evil and tend to the oppres-
sion of eachather, as the wealthy who have

the menns of over-reaching the poor, the !

politieally influential who have the means
of oppressing the less influential as in
samples of the past, these will nat be pleas-
ed, and will express their dissatisfaction
by saying. This gracionsness in establish-
ing laws diminishing the tariff of the value
of slave children at given ages, and then

when these slave children have attained
the 21st year of their age, they are releas-
ed from all value, and then in addition to
forhid all fature purchase and sale, of such.
These laws will be a soure of diffienlty
and wretchedness to prinees, Government
officials, and wealthy people who have no
habit of performing prrsonal lator, for they
will be obliged to serve themselves, as
there will be neither slaves, nor the chil-
dren of slaves, at their command to be the
basis of doing the drudgery of Inbor ne-
|co~:=:.ny to subsistance, or to execute the

[ work required by the Government from
Ctime to time, and will entail nwon us many
| dificnlties and much embarrassment.

The enmmon people, and those of tha
lower clases, when impoverished, will wish
i to sell temporarily their ehildren, or rela-

[ tives, to tide over an encrgencey, to lessen
| the pressure of poverty, and will not be
able to do sn as formerly.

Another class of persons, well meaning
people and wmercifully inelined, in eonfor-
{ mity with just and equitable principles, fa-
! miliar with the practices and principles of
civilization and foreigners, may think and
ex: ress themselves, saying, The establish-
| ment of these laws affecting the children
| of slaves and of free people, at this time
{ iz a good and gracious act, must add to the
| #lory of the country, and augment the

happiness of the people, but it will be long
{ before sluvery will be completly extinet as
.I in civilized eountries, as the new laws do
not absolutely forbid the purchase aud sale
| of slaves, and captives of war, and the old
laws, about slavery are not totally abolish-
ed, and further gambling estah'ishments
and games of chance, which are the sour-
ces of the difficulties which originate sla-
very, and cause the selling of persons to
persous as now. When will slavery cease?
We fear it will continue long before it has
reached its end, and the good tiwme cowe
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wheu there will be no more oppression as

in other prosperous countries,

Thesz two classes of people view the
matter differently and make statements as
indicated. The remirks of bith are cor-
reet. The one class see that this-good aet
will be a blessing, the other look upon it
ag an evil, destitute of gnod. We offer an
explanation for the better nnderstanding
of H. M’s. purposge and desire in eraciously
establishing these laws as a widdle course,
a remadelling, and relieving measure to
avert an evil, and induce -a good, gradu-
ally, but surely and effectually as tiwe and
circumstances will permit,

So fur as those are concerned, who are
acenstomed to the past, the evil of employ-
ing slaves and secking favor* to oppress
they will be tremulonsly apprehensive that

-wlavery will speedly cense, These however,
must understand distinetly that the child-
ren of sluves and free people, who are gra-
ciously ineluded in the present tavifl of the
age valuation of slaves, whose highest va-
Tue 0f 32 ticals is attained between the ages
o Tand 8 years ater which their value di-
minishes, till their personal money value,
wholly ceases when they reach the 21st year
of their age, when their m mey valne termi-
nates, they can naver be purchased or sold

- ngain, applies on'y to such children as have
been born in or sinee the year of the Major
Dragon, tenth of the decade, Children born
in the years preee ling (hat year, from the
year of the Rabbit, niuth of the decade year
of the Tiger, 8th of the decade and on back
are very num-rous, and from these may be
sold and purchased slaves for use for a long
term of years, and slaves, the parents, elder

brothers and sisters, uncles and aunts of.

these are also abundant, who can be par-
chased and sold and used for a long time

to come beyond the life time, we fear, of |

thuse who way be terrifed-with he present
regulations. Before those bor: in the year of
the Tigerand the year «f the Rabbit, will
have attaived their 70th year, when they
ay be pron unced worthless, on acecunt, of
their advanced age the time is still distant
J the estimate be made from the prescnt
vear of the Dug there will s:ill be an interval
of 61 or 62 years. Hence the Royal intent
may be designated a wmedinl weasure, suffi-
centl. s as toafford opporinnity for people
to know themseives, and muke seleetions in

the cmployment of hired scrvants that have

been boru in wud sinee the year of the Ma-
jor Dragon, and thes accustom thewselves
to the impending eondition. Thisis why H.
M. did not purpose the forcible and iiwe-
diate abolition of slavery as was originally
intended at the commencemen  of the reign,
which was t» compel the money master of all
slaves to make a monthly deduciion in favor
of every slave in their service of 2 ticals per
month. If we examine this proposition, the
aggregate amount of cach year would be
24 ticals, an estimated value of each slave
wouldonly average 160 ticals, Look at this
proposition, its execntion woukl have speed-
Iy terminated slavery in a periad, a trifle
over 7 years, aml those who had previously
purcha ed and redeemed slaves wonld have
been surronnded with many difficalties and
embarrassments. 1t would be like precipi-
tately plunging these who were once com-
fortably cool into great heat, mnch discon-
tent would naturally follow, as well as loss
to the investors in slave capital. Hence we
proposeil a gradual release of the children
of slaves, that wonld be no loss whatever.
It has been onr desive only to induce
benefils, and uot to initiate evils that would
he occasions of annoyance, hence this me-
dial measure, leaving. room for the employ~

ment join 1y of free labor aud slave labor,
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aud prevent any burdensom:s loss on pre-
vious investiients in shwves,

T this measire, reference has been had
to slaves, and common people of bad habits |
tending to slavery, such will not lumwi
what to do to gain a livilehood. It becomes
necessary 80 to mitigate ciremmstances that |
they may be able to depend upon their mo-
ney wasters for foud, elothing and shelter
temporarily, till their children and relatives
ghall become free, and sha'l have acquired
trades and arts and skill enough tohive ont,
earna subsistence a-d acquive property,
when once free themselves they will interest
themeelves in effrts to mect the labitities
of their slave parents and effect their free- t
dom also. Suppose for instance a father
anid mother with three children, Ifthe ehil-
dren have acquired freedom, they will seek
remunerative employment, and plan to lay
up enongh to purchase the freedom of the
fa her and m sther, then parents. and chil-
dren will combine in business for the fur-
ther support of the family. The parents
under such circtmstances eannot well re-
turn to their former vieions habits, as the |
childr-n who have a~q ired trades, arts, or
professions will bz inflnential only for good,
hence we determified upon these laws as
o remedis] measure.

The other ¢lass of persons who are good
people and wish there were no custom of
using slaves, let these understand the royal|
intent and purpose. The object of these laws
is to effect at firsta temporary relief, by gra-
dually liberating the children of slaves born
in and since the year of the Major Dragon,
When these have attained their 21st year
th.y escape all slave value by law, and are
free, and after that ecan never be again
bought or sold, sv that they may have op-

portunities of sequiring trades, arts and
professions o enable them (¢ acquire a live-
lihood, that they muy be so edueated as

to be uble to find remunerative emyloy-
ment. When the habit of bired labor has
become extensive, we perceive that slavela.
hor will gradually dimiuvish till it becomes
extinet, and the people will gradually and
surely heeome better heoee we have estab-
lished these laws that the people may be-
come acenstomed to the new condition of
thingsand in the future if no one. uses
slave Inhor, it will not be of material, con-
sequence because it will be like enticing
people of heavy habite, naturally desirons
of employing slve labor, to become fami-
liar befarehand with the impending state
of things, so that they may be able to hear
the light and disrobe themselves of bad hab-
its, hence this medification of the laws to
regulate and terminate as time and cirenm-
stances will permit till right is attained,

With reference to gambling, and all
games of chance, where money is logt and
won, it is a prolific conrse of slavery.  These
subjects have His Majesty's best thonghts as
to their eventnal termination. They now
vield a revense of over 11,000 c:tties:
(® 528,000 ) which is regularly expended
in defraving the expenses of the govern-
ment. If gambling were immediately ahol-
ished, there wonld not be enongh at com-
mand for government and military purposes
to meet the deficit that would beoccasioned

by such abolition. This subject however

H. M has presented for the diliberation
of the Conncil, and when. definite coneln-
sions lhave been arrived atthey will be
made known to the public.

Given, Sunday, 11th lunation, 8th of the
waxing moon, year of the Dog, sixth of the
decade, Siamese civil era, 1236, Tth of the
Reign of the present Sovereign. (i. e. Oct,
18th, 1874.)

THE EXND.
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