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The Human Cost of Disasters (2000-2019): Deadliest Disasters and Mega-Disasters
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Earthquake
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Heatwave
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Earthquake and Tsunami
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Earthquake
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Earthquake

226,408222,570

138,366

87,476
73,338 72,210

55,736

26,796 20,005 20,000

0

2,000,000

4,000,000

6,000,000

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000 45,976,596

THE TEN DEADLIEST DISASTERS

Number of disasters per country1

≤ 20

≤ 40

≤ 80

≤ 190

≤ 582

The ten deadliest disasters1

Mega-disasters2

DROUGHT 35%
1.43 billion

FLOOD 41%
1.65 billion

STORM 18%
727 million

EARTHQUAKE 3%
118 million

EXTREME 
TEMPERATURE 2%

96 million

WILDFIRE < 1%
3 million

LANDSLIDE < 1%
5 million

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY < 1%
5 million

MASS MOVEMENT (dry)
< 1% 
4000

OTHER 3%

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE AFFECTED BY DISASTER TYPE1

Total deaths

Total affected

All analyses are based on the report: ‘The human cost of
disasters: An overview of the last 20 years (2000 – 2019); Centre
for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters, Institute of Health
and Society, UC Louvain, Belgium, and the UN Office for Disaster
Risk Reduction’.

Disaster data sourced from the EM-DAT International Disaster
Database, Centre for Research on Epidemiology of Disasters – CRED
/ UC Louvain, Brussels, Belgium www.emdat.be (D.Guha Sapir)
NOT ALL EVENTS MAY HAVE BEEN REPORTED OR RECORDED IN
THIS DATABASE.

Population data sourced from United Nations, Department of
Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2019). World
Population Prospects 2019.

Copyright, European Union, 2020. Map created by DG ECHO
Situational Awareness Team. Sources: DG ECHO, GISCO.
The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official
endorsement or acceptance by the European Union.
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1For the purpose of this analysis the term “disaster” is reserved for natural hazard-
related disasters, this does not include biological or technological disasters
2Mega-disaster = an event that kills more than 100,000 people

UCPM activations

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwif3frSp6DtAhUqxYUKHWuDBgMQFjACegQIBxAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.undrr.org%2Fmedia%2F48008%2Fdownload&usg=AOvVaw3jVRNv8w_YYu2cQI5qNonN
http://www.emdat.be/

