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From Nomura to
18 Aucust 1L
No. 709

. i secret at {YW PM on the
( Sunda v‘ MNL of" State Daiﬁﬁ prasent. 1h-=
sncke quLt the dave nad spent ac se - ing me
climate was f . .1d -that 1t was 'f03;-, and
2verything had nprog ced satiafe ,‘ sniled in
0 the warchlip, 2 place cf g was, 1t seenz,
coast of miluu.

. We proceedec to business. Tlie President said, with a paper
In his khand, thal; whsreas he, thc Secretary of Statc and myself
«re enger for tho peace of the Pacifie, others -ro nct, as if
suggeuting that thers are many advocates of war. < 1 tcld hinm
in r2ply tiet there are many among the third Iyvers whko eurnastly
desire war In the Pacit'ic, he immediately affirmed it, declaring
that, although Britain as well as the United States, 2and pro-
bunly the Soviet Union too, are eager for the peace of iLhe Pacifle,
th're 1s a country which does not wish it, and that it is one
hch has no waprship in the Pacific. BHe cvca used the words "Hur
.Lr orman friend”. Folnting out that he ano the Seerotary of State
t well as WEE 2lf are not diplomats by career, the President
sugg,esfted/! }us?nt act wi.hout regard to Ciplomatic practi: -
he then read alound in a clear vnice the nuote I nave conveyved to
you by my telegram No. 707, ¢ 2lling mo cmphatically that this is
10 2 dlﬁl)m*1ic document ncr an ai de—maﬂore out a note ¢f what
¢ wanta to conve;y He added that thouch re did not like to
zvate such a thing, it might be better to ' ake the matter eliosar.,

I stated, in accordance wilh your succzssive inctrva+i?

that thc Jnvﬁneeﬁ GLovarnment 1s sincerc in the decire o aw.-

Justing diplomatic relations between Japan and the United Stat. :
that the Japuncse Government desires to know whether tluc Fresider.
vill meet iriace Konoe; that the conversation between the tws
ncads should procecd a’.ng the lines of the unofficial convarsa-
~ions which we havys been having for th: past several monthia:

12t, 1n connection with the IFroench Indoc-China qusstion, we

nveyed the views of the Japarsse Gov.rrment to the Secratary ¢

ate; that Prince Konoe 1s rs2dv to make QL.;EPﬂ41th of views
with an eye to the general pe-2cz2  ” the WﬁP?Q; wnat, while ex-
neeting kig? thfesaaﬂahip 5 b Bt T;“'f"' v 0 the Unitoad
states, Japun 1s belicvad reaay; « . ] CJﬂ,Wuﬂivﬂ
stated that everything erapuc, ' n 121
o' the President. The Fresident
with The novec ol the tzlegram No.
difficult for geogranhical 1'easons
he 1s forbidden To travel by asror
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He said that the Japanese Fremier would find it difficult +o
corte to San Francisco or to Seattle, and suggssted Juneau. (The
place 1s in Alaska. I think he mentlunei oitka, but it is not
cortain.) Ie asked me hov many days it takes to eo to Juneau from
Japan, and 1 answered that it will take ab ut ten days. He in-
quired again about climatic conditions there around the middle of
October, so I replied that they would be all right until that time
o) tﬂufﬂabOUt

He said that he had qmend:dﬁtha note a little for the reassne
abova described, and explaincd, before reading out tho note, that
the removal of thu word "President" from the original draft was
solely trecause of tlLe geographical dl*ficulty He declared, then
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that he 1s by no means pleased at the present "closad door" pollcy,

but that it is being taken against his will in responce to action
on the part of Japan. It therefore depends entirely uror che
attitude of Japan whether the e¢losed door shell oe opened, he sald,
ari now it 1is Japan's turn. After the discucsion atou’ Freach
I..30-Cliina, the Acting Secretary of State cz2lled our actertlion

tc the faect that Thailand had been ad.ied thore. +1he President

was very poiite and cordial throupghcoug the convers.ition, and re-
ccived us with tactful n~rmer. (The success of the recent conversa-
vion rith \,:“UI‘Chill..../h rds miSST,?’lﬁ,_, Wilenon's Fourteen Points
were enunci~ted by ths Govarnment of the Uaited States alone. but
tl.is time, the Unitaed Stat2s has succeeded in persuading Pritaln
to parcicinate in a joint declaration of "peace terrs", There is
N0 doubt that he !s plzased with the people's support tihwreosl.
doreover, he had just spent mcre than ten !ays on the sea, which
he likes so much, and he sesmzd in an esp-cially good humor. )

e Secretary of State =said, on parting, that he would be glad

to see mc at any time., As regards the China problem, we left it
untouvcheda today, to be discussed separately.

In the course of the conversatlon, the President mentioned
the name »f Mr. Walker, the Postmaster-General. His constant
efforts for the promotion of friendly relations between Japan and.
the United States are much to be appreciated, and it 1s to his
00d oiflces that we may proovably owe the prompt realization of
the present iInterview. My opinion in this c¢connection will be sub-
mitted separately.




