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THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUFAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

-VS=-

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

Sworn Statement of
TANAKA, Ryukichi

Do you know the accused General HATA?

Yes, I have known him very well since December 1924 when I
was working on the General Staff and our relations
privately and officially have been very close,

Did you know Generel HATA during the time he was War
Minister in the ABE and the YONAI Cabinets?

ertion Chlief of the Military Service Bureau

Manistry during that period. My duty was to
he aciicns of military personnel and so 1
FATA well and was very conversant with the
workings of the Viear Ministry.

What, if vou know, was the ponsition of General HATA with
reference tothe proyposed Tripartite Pact?

I know that Ceneral HATA was very strongly opposed to 1it.
In fact, it weas very well knowa in @army circle3 that
HATA svrongly cpposed the proposed Tripartite Pact.

Do you know whether or not the army agreed with General
HATA's position with reference to the Tripartite Pact?

I know that the army vwere in favor of the Tripartite

act and becsuse cf HATA's opposition to the Tripartite
Pact, iHATA wss sC stroigly onposzed by those around him
that his orders in thz War Minlstry were not being obeyed,
In fact, at the time of his fall, Gensral HATA was War
Minister in name only because a successor had already
been declded upon in army circles,

How do you know that others in the War Ministry opposed
General HATA?

On the li4th of February 1945, I met General ANAMI and a
that time lLie told wme that he regretted very much the parwy
he had played in opposing General HATA and. in bringing
about the resignation of General HATA as War Minister in
the YONAI Cabinet and he &also told me the detall3 of the
opposition within the War Ministry egeinst Ceneral IATA.
Gereral ANAMI hed been Vice Minister of War under General
HATA in the VONAI Cabinet.
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6., Q. Do you know if there were any other reasons why the army
opposed General HATA @s strongly as you say you know they
did?

Yes, there were several reasons, The hatred and dislike
of General HATA persisted from the day when he first
supported the re-adjustment plan of the army when

Cereral UGAKI was War Minister and increased when he
became Wer Minister in the ABE Cabinet, whica Cabinet
preceeded the YONAI Cabinet. Two incidents gerved tO
heighten the hatred and dislike for HATA. The first was
thet another man had been recommended by the Three
Chiefs' Council to be War Minister in the ABE Cabinet but
the Emperor ordcred that HATA should become the Var
Minister and the post was given to Ceneral HATA. A furthe
incident which served to aggravate the antipathy felt Dby
those in high army circles was the following: General
BATA was strongly orposed to the participation by arny
officers in politics &rd when he became War Minister for
the first time, he addressed all the officers in the

Wer Ministry Building. The gist of the speech wes as
follows:

The present army is not trusted by the Emperor
and it is the first duty of the army to endeavor
to recover the Emperor's trust. In order to
achieve this objective, all military perscnnel
should absolutely cease any participation 1in
politics and return to their regular duties of
soldieringe.

Can you give any example of HATA'Ss enforzcing the order
of "no politics"™ by war Ministry officers while he was
Wer Minister?

Yes, in 1939 when General HATA learned that a certailn
colonel made a speech in Sencai attacking the United
States and England saying "Down with those countries”,
he became indignant eand ordered me to have thatl of ficer
brought back to Tokhyo. When I had him brought back tO
Tokyo, General HATA reprimanded him and then transferred
him to an outlying post a&s punishment. |

While HATA was War Minister and you were & section chief
under him, do you know if General HATA took any action
with reference to the China Incident?

Yes., 1In the fall of 1939 when HATs was War Minister in
the ABE Cabinet, I began, under instructions irom
Gerneral HATA, negotiations with Chiang-kai-Shek for a
peaceful settlement of the China Incident, HATA told

me thet he wanted to bring about peace with China Dy the
reduction and then the withdrawal of all Japanese TroOps
from China. HALT/ told me that because of the opposition
around him to his plen, we would have to work undercover
and unofficially. General HATA gave me TWO points on
which to work. One was to arrange the dates and place
for the two messengers, one from HATA and one Irom
Chiang-kai-Shek, to meet, and the second was t hat the
basis of the peace treaty would be the evacuation of all
Japanese troops from China, HATA told me that while thc
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were going on he would show his pood faith

'1:'-]'\!"\(1

i 1

"I"""""\"'

- e

.

CY 1

&
. - h ( - -

- | - W

| -

DO you kKnow wh
I'e CI' _J.L.Luk ‘LD

3
-

O 4 O ~\"\f ’

%

& b = — N
HEOC2 U

-

|
. R

Kn
]"‘l

e

=N o
A b

A
B L]
Y 9" =N a

1th thne

-AL;J.D
y OUu > ]
you Krow

Genersael

%
¥

-

-

t_J ) %

=

.

OL

H/AMA
Jqu.L i-l

:jf'-‘ r;-'i;t;”’

Yes. In

ber l9bl when
in China .

1d when rel mtJona betwr
wer e “teadlly deterliorating,
o' Starf, Lt. Ceneral USHIROG

me that he HAT'A, wanted ©to wit
from China 1n order to avoid a

'L.J

-

(enar

)

1
1{4

L .
] 0o

e, o

Qo
‘' b

Comma na A
Bh

™ = -.+ I‘v

r.-'

General HATA ws

f- O TO L‘Ly :

war with Americ

—

in China
when he made
~W that in his
ananese t:00pS
Lne w?s

i*'g

‘r"‘___]

‘ -"' —— -

ition was with
in Ciina?%

. L

1]l HATA did not approve
Llv carry) out

r

:
14
. A

L] C

--\-ﬁ"‘-‘-—z

e -\

1

|

b4 R

ke 4

b |
=
|

S

&3 X"
J- ¢n'

413 .], '_ LEies o1
abinct.
cf

- ~

|
= Nl

auring
oS

i.. ‘-" r: - L
L e
"7

-

FON AT
¥ .

T

[

ey 1] -

va JLL1SOMESIIU

o Jri

)

L C

JApane se

9
r
- s~

Bureau ciiit in
ﬂ?ients mece or
rence to the

a

L

\.
=

L
- - % &

) |

M"'.q:.. Ut

i
Y0 T

- '

L‘l

commander
and Jepan

sent his Chlef
s2e me snd tell
. 3536 *::".‘“‘“)DS

a. LFATA

,|'I'l - - - Sy
AU L O ‘]

AL A
al HATA
1 4

.I. ’

O
hi

-

‘aw 8_1_.L

JC g

asked me to help push this plan of his in the War Ministry.




Defense Dcce 2637

12, €+ Then what happened?

-

General USHIROGU told me HATA had instructed him to go
to the War lllnister, the Navy Minister, the Chief of the
Gereral Staffl and the Prime Minister and give the same
me ssage to each of them,

Then what happened?

After General USHIROGU had seen them, he came and told me
the answers he received from each of these men, before
he left for China again, to report to General HATA.

At any time while General HATA was War Minister and while
you were a section chief under him in the War Ministry,
did the question of the use of Chinese prisoners in coal
mines in Japan come up?

Yes. In the spring of 1940, it was proposed to use

nhinese prisoners in the coal mines of Japan. General
HATA opposed 1t and as a result of his opposition the plan
did not go into effect,

At any later period while you were still a member of the
war linlstry as a section chief, did the question of use
of Chinese prisoners in coal mines in Japan come up?%

Yes. In 1942, the question of using those prisoners in

the coal mines of Japan again came up and General HATA
Do wag thcn Commaadcr of the Japanese Forces in China ag-”
rorgly opposed the plaa end because of his opposition
Lan ¥ carrieda oute

Do you know irese prisoners were ever used in the
coal miines 1n Japs

Yes. I know that 1n 1944 Chinese laborers were brought
to Japan &nd 1t was thrcugh the Greater East Asla
Ministry. Generel HATA had nothing to do with it and he
did not have any control over it because the supervision
ol l&por had already been detached from army control and

R

had conie under the Greater East Asia Bbinistrye.

On this 25th day of September 1947
At Tokyo
/s/ TANAKA, Ryukichi (seal)
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Tn aceordance with my conscience I swear tO tell the whole

rpuch without holding nothing end edding nothing.

/s/ TANAKA, Ryukichil (gseal)
On this 25th day of September 1947

At ToKkyo.

I, KANZAKI, Mesayoshl, hereby certify that the above

statement wes sworn to by Deponent who affixed his signeture and
seal thercto in the presence of the Witness.
Cn the

At thﬁ.:

nemumco s KANZAKI, Masayoshi (seal)




