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("vcerpts from the Inrerrogation of MATSUOKA, Ycsuke)
Sugems Prison, Tokyo.

12 March 1946

0, Neoy, woving in mind the essense of the meaning of
the words non-aggression treasty, to whom or to which
netion do you think the benoriclal implicetion cf this
term non-aggression accrued? To Jepan or to Russia?

}. Chiefly to Jepan, because we would never encroach
upon Russia. Ve wouid never be aggressor toward Russla.

Q. "ell, it is true, isn't it, thet beck in 1937 or 36,
or somewhere in that period of time, your government
entered into & tresty or pect, so-called, the Anti-Comin-
tern Prct, including your nation, Germany end Itely, end
a number of other netions who subsequently joined in this
Anti-Comintern Pact?

A, Yes, Itﬂly’ I think, 301n96 later.

N. Now, isn't it true that according to your testimony,
or ques%ions en answers made here yesterdsy, you made
representetion thet in your visit to the Pope at dome,
and also that you restated your conversation with the
Sope to Hitler, in which you outlined thet Communism 1in
the Fer Best, end its spresd in China and Menchurile wes
the besis of the initiative taken by Japan in thet erea
to stebilize her interests end thet of the peoples of
that region?

A. “hat initiative?

0, The question now is did ycu not represent in Yyour
conversation with the Pope, when he requested that you
do what you could to bring sbout peece, did you not say
that the perce of the F-r Tast wes disturbed bg the
spreed of Communism in the arees outlined in the previous
question?

A. Disturbed, yes,
Q. "hat would you say?

A. "e were trying our best to prevent the spread of
Communism,

0, Yhere?
A, In the Fer EESt-

Q. And by trying to prevent the spreed, what do you mean?
"hat @d you do or whet did your government do?

A, Ve employed meny means evalleble.

0, snd it wes these meens that were under discussion when
this representetion wes made to ettempt to bring peesce to
the world, isn't thet true? Now then, 1s 1t not true thet
the Jepanese government and the iussisn Jovernment had =
besis upon which Jepen wes opposed to the Russlan Govern-
ment s such in its initistive, so~cslled, in the spresd
of Communism in Menchurie snd Chine. Is thet true?

A. That is rether a positive question but this enti-Cemin-
tern wes egeinst Communism. It doesn't directly oppose
Russie #nd iussis herself seid thet they were not distmuste
ful of Communism. Soviet “ussies sad Communism are two dif-
ferent things. They themselves cleimed and we never question-
gbeut %,
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