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INTERROGATICON OF

maketora OGATA

Date and Time: 8 March 1946, 1400 = 1745

Pla ce : Room 733, Meiji Building, Tokyo, Japan
Present : Taketora OGATA

Ma jor John F. Hummel, Interrogator
Toshiro Shimanouchi, Interpreter
Shogo Nakamura, Secretary to Mr. Ogata
Kiyoaki Koizumi, Interpreter

Margaret Denny, Stenographer

(Note: Mr. Shimmouchil acted as
interpreter. No oath was administered.)

questions by Ma jor Hummel ;

Q. We ended our last session on the secret societies. Suppose we
gzo right on from there, Do you know of the Makate Masubi?

A. I do not know,
Q. What do you know of the Aikoku-Sha?

A. I do not definitely know of the Aikolku-3ha, put I think its
leader is Ainosuke IWATA and thet its purpose is anti-Bolshevism
and is somewhat similar to the Kokuhonsha. :

Q mas it composed of the same members as theKokuhonsha?

A. Tt was ccmposedof an entirely different membership & much
vounger elements. I recall that at some time it published a
newspaper called the Aikoku Shimbun. A part of thc membership
consisted of sc-called terrorists. The assasin of Premier

HAMAGUCHTI had connections with this organization.

3. Did any of the members in that organi zation take part in the
5-15 or 2-26 Incidents?

A. NO.
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OGATA, Taketora - 8 mar 46 cont'd.

D Did it remain in existence after the HAMAGUCHI cabinet?

A« Y&S.

Q. Did it advocate the military aggression in Manchuria and in
» - China later on?%

3
n

’, A. As I recall, the organization opposed thelondon Naval Treaty

& . and for that reason was connected with the assassination of

! premier HAMAGUCHI. But since then it has not been active since

3 | the Manchurian Incident. At the time of HAMAGUCHI's cabinet

the problem of the high somm=nd was the ma jor issue of politics,
And on this problem there was serious conflict between the high

comnend ond the HAMAGUUHI cabinet, This problem continued to be

a me jor question up to the recent war.

=

_q.n.-.'h‘
-

» Did it contain any military members, as well &s civilians?
A. I do not think there were any military members.,
Q mhat cen you tell me about the Shiunoso?

A. The Shiunosc was practically a onee-man organization belonging to
Tetsuma HASHIMOTO. Through personal writings on political subjects
by this man the views of the orgenization on various political
s3sues were expressed in print. That is, essays and comments
vritten by him were published in newspapers as advertisements,

T ASTTIOTO was close to the late Kei HARA, and about 1920, when the
manhood suffrage question arose and HARA was at that time Prime
Minister, HASHIMOTO carri=zd cn & movement opposing manhood suf-
frage, receiving mon=y from HARA. However, HASHIIIOTO did not

malkce jingoistic opinicna very mich

> 1. That about the Mizuho?

‘o LA s W fi_'f'st-*'ﬁ--.‘ﬁ“

A. Taat I do not know, I know it only by name.,

-

Y. Do you kncw members of 1it?

S aa? s 5

A. No, I do not know.

Q. What can you tell me abcut the Yamoto Musubi?
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It is a rightist movement in Ivarazi Prefecture. But as to
its contents I do not know,

Did it extend beyond the Prefecture?

T think that there are similar movements outside but I do not
think that there were any connections with it .

Men the Imperial Rule Assistance Association was formed did it
use these societies so as to form a nucleus for the I.R.A.A.7

Tne Imperial Rule Assistance Association was founded primarily
on the influence of the political narties, Przviausly, the rule
was that the military could not interfere or perticzivate in pecli-
tics., But the Imperial Rule Assistance Assccintion was not re-
garded as a political party as such, and in the view of its origi-
ator, iir. KUNOYE, the purpose was to link government and the
military, gzovernment and nclitical party influence, and the parties
and the people, and thus eradicate any friction between and amonsst
them. And, departing Irom precedent, even military men on the
active list were permitted t¢ participate.

In order to improve the relatiopship batween political parties

2and the people, it aimed tc include elements which, like the
military, were oprosed to parliamentary politics, JAmonz the
elements opposed to parlismentzary politics were rightist organi-
zations such as have been menticned, But the representatives

did not represent the Yamoto Muzubi 2and the Aikoko-Sha but in'a
broader sense, Among such representetives were such men as Yoshi-
hisi KUZ0U, Junichiro KCEAYASHA, Banna IDA, Koz CTA, Seigo NAXANO,
Kenzoro HASHINCTO, NANAKO and HASHTHMUTO left the IAR.AA, very
shortly after it was organized.

Ma jor General Sho IIUI'v was enthusiastic regarding the organization
of the I.R.A.A., but the military kept out of the crganization
vhen it was formed. Hz was enthusiastic about it in its vrepara-
tory stage but lost interest. The army's reeson was that it was
for the idea of one country, one party, like the Nazil Party; but
KCIIUYE opposed the idea,

flould you like to hear more about the I.R.AA.?

YeS ] I ':;Ol-lld L
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: A. In the liznt of the failure of the first KONOYE cabinet,

| KunuYs endeavored to bring together both the pro-Diet and the
b anti-Diet elements into a single group., How: ver, lecause the
1 whole idea had not been thoroughly considered and thrashed out

| before it was proposed, many conflicting views were expressed,

‘ some supporting parliamentary pclitics, some opposing it, and
K some favorinz the organization as a functional group that even-
tually, because the various divurgent and conflicting views could
not be reconciled, turned out to be somewhat like the deformed
c¢hild, its only platform being practical application of the way
of subjects.

r The rishtists supposed that if it was %o be made a political
organization of all elements it would become & powerful orgeni-
zation, somew:.at of the nature of the Bakufu, and rob the Hmer-
or of the risht and authority to rule, so that when the organi-
zation's nolltlcal character was taken away and made a non-pditical
organization it became a meeningless organizavion, Ad a result of
the econclusion that the l.d.A«A was not to bhe a pelitical organi-

- zation, the old party slements becams very mmch disgsatisfied =2nd,

- disregardi nz that they mmst carry on pol1t*cal movements, withdrew

A from the I.R.A.A. and fonnd a separate organization, the T.RAJF.A.

Thz principzl effort of the IH.AF.l, was devoied to diminishing

25 muich as rossible the influence of the T.R.AA. =2nd, therefore,

o5t of its endeasvors were towerd cuttling down L,propviatlona Iox

he T.R.AA. Such bsiug the case, the whole organization; waich

-a3 crected for the purpcese of  rouping togetaer intc one body

all conflictin: elements, was dafested in its enuire purpose end ,

! instead, led toc an entirely ocopposite result; that is, increased
friction and conflict HﬂlCh developzad betJGEu the I.R.A.A, and
the 2 4 -::: s -Pnfit

79 there was to be any reasen for the existence of the I.d Y

i ti anti-Diet zlements remsined, end it may be consi-
feature of Japanese politics thet such a group

nsidered handy in thot compined with the iafluences

of the military the resulting force could be utilized cenveniently
Al by the government. But becaus: the I.R.d«A, was nct 3 political

: o“~anlgat;:: and was prehibited from political activity it became
in-less, which fact was common knowledge amond the people in

ral. Therefore, at the time of KOISQ's cabinet it was decided

at the organizetion dould be dissclved and ths dissoluticn took
| effect after the inception of the succeeding SUZUKI cabinet.
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OGATA, Taketora - 8 Mar L6 cont'd.

}

The effect of the I.R.A.A., however, was to desltroy the political
parties?

A. KCNOYE's problem was to bring to-gether the military, the politi-
cal parties and other influences., The political parties dissolved
themselves first and entered the I.R.A.A. and were among the first

to enter because it was felt that they would "miss the bus", as
it was said,

Qe Well, the effect then was to destroy the differences of opinion
_ on domestic affairs as well as foreign affairs so that they would
| become of one mind in both domestic and foreign affairs?

Y TR R T ST ™

T T = R A
o
L ]

r A. In the beginning, it was KONOYEt!'s idea to unify Japanese public

opinion, firstly with respect to the China Incident. According

' to what KONOYE told me persconally, he said that it had been better

| B if the political parties had been combined into one, the feasoning
: being that it would have been effective in the 1estraint and

\ checking of the military, which did not necessarily at all times

A act as the government wished.

t Qs Was there much opposition to Premier KONOYE's ideas in foming
this I1.RAA.?

cala - (AR il S e dld s g T et

A. There was no opposition at the outset when KONOYE initiated the
idea, as seen from the fact that the political partiss competed
, among themselves to be the first to join, But immediately after '
its organization voi ces of opposition were raised. It was
KCNOYE's idea to unify public opinion by bringinz together and
combin ' ng the political parties as a means of checking the mili-
tary. But as it was, the wrong procedure was taken by bringing
all the elements of government, military end political parties
into one body.

“30%

Crdt S e Sala S N e R = e L

Qe Way did not the Dia Nippon Sekiseikai fit in with the I.R.A.A.
and the I-R-AiP.At?

A. That was an organizetion of which Kingoro HASHIMOTO was leader,
t was a sort of fascist organization. Previously, it was known
as the Dal Nippon Seinanto, which name was changed to Sekiseika
wnen the organization entered\the I.R.A.A. The reason for the
change being that it was a "thought society",

Qe How influential was HASHIMOTO in the I.R.A.Ad.7
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i:‘i A. At first, there were about ten permanent directors of the organi- ;:
| g zation, of whi ch HASHIM(TO was one. But his influence was not )

\ as great as that of such men as KUZuU, KOBAYASHA, IVA and he ?i

%u left the organization shortly afterwards, &
o

i 2+ Dia EASHIMOTC operate after he left fthe organization in opposition

¥ to the L.RA.A,? |

i

T A. He did not necessarily oppose but carried on movement of the

g; Sekiseika,

t- ] Qe Tas that with the full avproval of the authorities?
' B
;i | A. Yes, it was carriedcn on the basis that it was not a political

i scciety.

a2

e |

ﬁ‘ | as Tnat was the purpose of the Youth Corps of the l.R.A.A.7

g §

A. The Youth Corps was not created at first, It was orgenized 4n
the time of the TOJO cabinet just before the general elections
of 19,2, The activities of the Youth Corps in its beginning were
to assist in the elsctions, which was known as the Imperial Rule
Assistance Association elections (TOJO Election). Outwardly,
or publiecly, 'he Youth Corps was not suppcsedto engage in politi-
cal activitizs, but it actually assisted in those elections and,
therefore, was criticized for it. Later on the Youth Corps Move-
ment was quite a spiritual movement, which carried out in the
practical sense the general program of the I.R.A.A., such as the
| promoticn of national savings, increased focd prcduction, increased
. aircraft production and vettprment of war time living.

.
-

e

- L] -
#1‘¢ -.‘ri » =
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Lo Wny was there an election inl942 when there was only one political
party and there were no differences of opinion at that time?

A. It 1s my impression that the purpocse was to defeat candidates which
were not considered desirable by TOJO and to elect into office
those who were favorable to him. At the time of those elections
a system of recommendation was instituted, and for that purpose
the I.R.A.A. Election Council weas created under General Nobuyuki
XABE. Candidates who received the recommendatim of the council
were assisted in their election campeign. Candidates not receiving
such recommendation were given no backing. As a2 result, most of |
the recommended candidates were successfully elected, and for that
reason many unreccmmended camtidates were defeated.
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That were the functions of the Central Coperative Council?

The principal functicn was to consider and to decide wip sharld
be recommended and who should not be recommended.

You a“tended the Washington Arms Conference, Mr. Ogata. Did

you perscnally approve at that time and thereafter of the treaties

made there?

I, @as well as other members of theJapanese press corps who were
assigned to the conference, approved of the Hughes Plan without
reservation., We correspcondents brought the matter up with the
Japanese delegation and the fact is that a conflict of views
prevailed on the matter between the delegates and the Japanese
correspondents corps., At that time the magazine "Nation® of
New Yorik published an account saying that the Japanese press had
put up the red flag., I recall having personzlly written an
article in favor of the Hughes Plan in my paper at that time.
However, I didnot approve of the abrogaticn of the Anglo-Japanese
Alliance, to be replaced by the Four-Power Treaty, Before going
to Washington I was in London and I recall the general feeling
in England in favor of abrogation of the alliance.

The Anglo-Japanese Allia ce, when it was entered intoc in 1902,
was principally for the purpose of protecting both Japan and
England azainst any Russian encroachment in the Far East, Did
you believe that the Russi n Encroschment in the Far East still
existed in 1921°% .

Practically speaking, there mignt not heve Leen an actual Russian
menace, but bececause the allisance had at one time been revised and
nad continued beneficially so longz Japanese opinion, especially
among many of the moderate elements in Japan, loathed the idea of
terminating that alliance,

Did you feel that it should have stayed in existence for any

possible future encroachment of the United States in the Far East?

There was no such feeling,

If Russia had been a party to the Four-Power conference regarding

the insular possessions would you have felt that it would have been

a better substitution for the Anglo-Japanese Alliance?

o
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Paketora - 8 Mer U5 cont'd,

The reason for the desire to continue the existence of the
Anglo-Japanese Alliance was mainly sentimental. With the Pacifiec
area looming in importance it was felt that it was desirable to
maintain good relations between Japan and the English powers,
waich were increasing in strength, and it was felt that the con-
tinuance of the alllﬂnge would be beneficial. To repeat, there
were strong advocates of abrogation of the alliance in kngland
and that there were such advocates was considered to be a matter

of great regret. s

Do you know wny England wanted to abrogsate that alliance?

At that time the Irish issue was the ma jor domestic prcblem in
Yngland., The principal advoecates of abrogation of the alliance
came from Irelend. Therefore, it is my inpression that it was
to calm Ireland for political reascns that thz alliance was
eveninally terminated. T @lso think that another.reascon was the
Eritish disfavor of Jg unese actions in Chinaz at the time of
World War I, which contributed to the decision to abrogate the

" o o
alliance.

Were the principles express=d in the Kellogg-Briand Pact well
Known in Japan?®

I do rnot think that they were known tc the extent that the
An:lo-Japanese Alliance was known among the pedple,

-.ﬂ

7as any ccasideration given to the provisions of the Kellogg-Briand
Fact when the Mukden Incident occurred, and the subsequent inci-
dents in China9

Fran the first part of the y=ar of the Mukden Incident, in 1931,
the influence of the military was tecoming increasingly gmreat,

but the press couldnct express its opinions freely and on that
account the Japanese people were not vsery familiar with that pact,
Ia 1923 didyou approve of theKellogz-Briand Pacte,

Approval was eXxpressed through writings in my newspaper.

Wnat were your reactions tc the Japanes= army going into Manchuria
and China durin: the 19350's, in view of the Kellogg-Briand Pact?

PR, T T YR, PR, e
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A. I regretied very much the Manchurian Incident. ZPrior to that
many travellers returning from Manchuria told me that the conditions
in that area were very serious and were such that many Chinece were
becoming rich virtually overnight and thut Japanese residents there
were being oppressed. They said that if such ccnditions were per-
mitted to prevail the interests which Japan had acquired after the
Russo~Japanese War would be lost. From about May of the year 1930
the military increasingly interfered in politics and diplomacy.
It was nmy perscnal view that if the army were checked end the
conduct of diplomacy was left properly in the hands of the Foreign
Office there was a means of bringing about a peaceful settlement
of the prcoblems in Menchuria. However, bescause of thearmy's in-
crzasing influence even the then fcoremost political party, the
Seiyukal, cooperated with the military on matt.rs in generel,
especially on matters relating tc Manchuria., At that time the
presicent of the Seiyukail was INUKAI, but having emtsred the
party at a later period he did not have sufficient power and
influence over the party. The influential leader in the party
was Koku MORI, who had strong connecticns with the army, On the
1 night of the Mukden Incident and the matter was reported, I was
called by telephone from my newspaper office and I was informed
that an incident had broken ocut. Althoigh T had kncwn that the
situation there was acute I had not sxpescted such an incident
to occur, and it being my desire to prevent or to check the sxpan-
sion cf the incident, I instructed the editorial staff of the
Asahii to follow an editorial policy to minimize the treatment
of the story and specifically instructed the staeff not to Zandle
it sensationally.,
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| In view of the fact that previcusly the Asahii had editorially
approved and supported the rssults of the Washington Disarmement
Conference, the Asshii was already ndisliked by the military and
because of the very peaceful attitude and rolicy teken by the
Asanii in regard to the llanchurien Incident the military began
even more to dislike and hate the Asahii, to the =xtent the Kwan-
tung Army hed entertained an insane disl ike for the Asahii,
Tnerefore, in the fall of 1932 when I planned a trip to Man churia
to see the situation there reports were aliready in cirailation that
if any senior official of the Asahii should ever visit Manchuria
he would be killed. As a matter of  fact, I went to Manchuria

and returned safely,
L
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(n that trip to Manchuria I ccntinued my travel by way of Jehol
and on to Peiping. At that time there were in Peiping HUANG znd
Fu, then cdrairman of the Hopei Political Council, and a General
Hu YInG-CniN, chairman of the Military Council, and also N=MOTO,
later Japanese Commender in Chisf in North China, and SHIBAYAMA,
later Vice Minister of War; and the relations between the Chinese
and the Japanese representatives there at that time were quite
gocd. During my stay in Peiping SHIBAYAMA called at ny ledging
and told me that because those relations were good that there were
some peonle eirculating the rumor in Japan that he and NEMOTO
were belng feoled by the Chinese and then requested me to see

the Chinese representatives to confirm that ths facts were not
SO. And then after my return to Japan I made knowm thet fact so
as o remove such misunderstanding, Shortly after thet, however,
the relations between Japan and China in that area became worse,
Waen the Chinese Incident broke out in July 1937 I felt extremely
regretful that it had occurred.

1 think we had better not go further today, but T would like you
tc read over the notes I tock Wednesday to correct any errors,

. lir. Ogata mede The following correcticns on a carbon cory of

the Wednesday interrogation;

Paze 1, paragraph 1 - omit "or 1935" and twice change "1928 to
"1940",

Page 1, last paragraph - Substitue for "He remained as .... in 1045w

"Iir. O-ata became & director of the Domei News Agency in December
of 1935 and quit the positicn in November of 1936,

Page 2, paragreph 2 - "I do not know whether General HONJO, who
was Chief of Staff of the EKwantung Army, desired to set up an in-
dependent regime in Manchuria or whether he had advance knowledge
of the conspiracy. It was the idea and feeling of certain
military elements that if the setting up of an independent regine
were t0 the national interest, why should they not go chead with
their program. If they succeeded, according to their way of
thinking, it would be all well and good to the naticnal interest,
And if they failed, they might just as well commit Hari-Kiri. The
Army desiredto change the way of life of the Japanese people, and
by experimenting successafully in Menchuria could then bring the
fruits of their new government to Japan., General ARAKI previougly
was supposed to be opposed to the program, but leter when he became
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War Minister he supported it. He believed that better relations
between Japan and Russia would improve the Japanese situation in
Manchuria, General KOLSO had contacts with the Kwentung Army,

He was very close to TATEKAWA, but his relatims with TUrAGAKT
and ISHIWARA were not very close."

Page 2, paregraph - correct spelling to KANIAYA and NINCHL.LYA.

Page 2, paragraph ! - change "day after® to read "night of",.

Page 3, peragraph 1 - insert between "accordingly" and "entered"
"Ater he became premier he"., Correct "Koumingtang" to read "Yuan".

Page 3, paragrarh 2 - correct spelling to"Mokydo" and "Yoshinaof.

Fagze 3, paragraph 4 - insert between "Manchuria® and "promised"
"according to the thinking of many of the military officers of

the medium trade, especially after the Manchurien Incident,".
Correct spelling to "hara~kiriv,

Pege 4, paragraph 1 - delete the word "even", TFor "in +the
Cabinet itself" substitute "and conflicts within the country®.

Page L, paragraph 3 - for "he began strong press control® substitute
"press control became increasingly strong".

Pege 5, paragraph 1 - correct spelling to "Sung Che-Yuan" and
"Lengfang® .

Page 5, paragraph2- correct spelling to "AKIYAMA, Teisuke". TFor
"assaulted the ....s. left Japan® substitute "prevented MIYAZAKI
" from boarding the ship®", TFor "They were' substitute "He was",

age 5, paragraph 3 - for "Army" substitnte "Neval Landing Party".,
Insert "Army" between *for" and *reinforcements*.

Page 5, paragraph 4 - "It was when SHIRATOHL of the Foreign Office
attended the New Structure Preparatory Committee as a member that
y*l I heard the term "new order® for the first time. "

: Page 5, paragraph 5 - for "placed men . . . .Army policy." substitute
l "izgnored established private sccieties and subsidized petty societies
| and men wno were amenagble tec its views to campaign for army policy."
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OGara, Taketora - 8 Mar 46 cont'd.

Q.
A.

Page 6, paragraph 1 - for fthe military war lords® substitute
"YUAN Sni-KAIY and for "Sun Yat Sen® substitute "the revolution®,

Page 6, paragraph 3 - for "When" substitute *Before" .
’

Are those all the changes?

Yes.

i L2 ey T 2
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Certificate of Interpreter \

E ('ﬂan:.e) (Serial Number)
being sworn on ocath, state that I truly translated the questions
and answers given from English to Japanese and from Japanese t©o
Tnzlish respectively, and thet the above transcription of such
questions and answers. consisting of * pages, is true and
accurate to the best of my lmowledge anG belief,

Subscrived and swvorn to before me this day of , 1946,

-

N (Nee and Rank)

Duly Detailed Investigating Officer, -
International Prosecution Section, GHQ, SCAaP.

Certificate of Stencg‘rag‘ger

1, Margaret Demny hereby certify that I acted
as stenographer at the interrogation set out above, and that I
transeribed the forezoing questions and answers, and that the
transeription is true and accurete to the best of my knowledge
and belizf, /

srgaret Denny

Certificate of Inte;ronator.

S
I, (/4) Jochn F. Hummel , _ Major . 0-296892 ’
LA : ; '
certify that on ___?_ day of March , 1946, personally
appeared bzsfore ms (ﬁé) Mr. etora Ogata - ;
cnd accordinsg to Toshiro Shimanouchi ,Interpreter,

———————————————————————————————— e e e S G—— S
cave the foregoing answers to the several questions set forth thereine

‘Tokyo, Japan
Flace AT T,
/John F. Hummel
8 March 1946 /. Major, JAGD |
Dete ) ~ 2
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INTTRROGATION OF

deketora Cgate
Pate and Time: € March 1946, 1330 - 1645
Place + Toom 733, Meiji Building, Tokyo, Japan
Present t Teketora Ogata |

Major John F. Fummel, In errogator
T/4 Dave Hoshimiya, Interpreter
Toshiro Shimanouechi, Interpreter
hogo Nakanura, Secretary to Mr, Ogate

(Tote: Mr, thimanouchi mcted as interpreter, Mo
oath was adninistered,)

; At the cutset it was explained to M. OGATA that he had the

' rmutionorboingmtomnhmluthm.mllmit
wes believed that he was well acqueinted with events that tremspired
in Japenese politics during the 1920's, the 1930's, epd during the
wer.,

Biography

kr. OGATA grad Bity 4n 1911, speeializing
in politieal economy, Shimbun. He became
chief of the Mlitical
appointed manoging editor, which position he retained until 193k ox
1335 vhen he became editor in # In 1943 he became Vice-Preeident
of She Asahii chimbun., T to 1 v Eeichi was Presideat. From
1 to Fovember 1945 NMURGYAMA, Nogataka was Fresident. Ooncurreatly
vith his editorship of the Asahid Shimbun, he was editor of the Csaka

From 1921 to 1923 Mr. OGATA was in Iondon to study economics
and political science. While there he vent to tho Taited States as
correspondent for the Asahii, in attendance at the Vashington arms
Wtfeﬂm.- ’

of the Tomei News Agency. He rereined ire
He was eassociated with FURIEND while the letter
wves Tresident of the Domei News Agency. The first President of the

fgency was JVANAGA, Yukichi.




OGATA -

e eid

There was &8 rumor in the sumer of 1931 that the XKwantung

Army wented to set up & separate govermment in Manchuria. On the
16th of September, 1931, Mr. OOATA mttended the lecture at the Kazen

veikan, given by a (olonel NEMOTO., The subject war the Captain
NARAMUPA incident, NIMOTO said that Manchuria should be made inde-
pendatl Othu'cfﬂ:i Japanese interests therein would be endangered.

TﬁﬁmJ'u-
’”ﬁ T 1 HONJO, who wes the Chief of Steff of the Kwa
J@q ATny ’1 esi

, to set up an independent regime In hlch'u'il
1 wnbﬂ“udw o esuch orders fror the Qeneral staft

T — o ———— T

. - W . ¥ ML . L wonIa ‘) e B ' TN
+W7M ..... 200 ) ouwautni
f**i‘z.z“‘aﬂjj chan:e tho w of lito of tho hpauu people, and by experimenting
V‘“r gsucgessfully in Memchuria eculd then bring the fruits of their new
“bf&M F#; ‘ﬂ'!rnu‘.t to Japan.
1%:0 . ip segeeweda,) fe believed that better relations between Japan and

e

Tussia would improve the Tepanese situstion in Menchuria. Ceneral
OISO had contacts with the Ewantung Army. He was very close to
T&TDU?A. but hiz reletions with TTAGAXY and YSHTWARA were not

% -
w4

cloge,
A W:"‘\- r}'*x“ﬂ“l M

m‘;w‘ i Two weeke before the ¥Mukdem Tneident, SHIDFHARA, who wes
s ,ﬁ' then Foreign Minister, received o telegram from HAYASHY, Xyujiro,
u chan"[ Consul Genersl in Wukden, reporting that the Army wes contemplating
‘% e conepiracy. SHIDEHARA presented the matter at a Cadbinet moeting
manﬂ quectioned General VIRAYT on it, FINAMY was unsble to answer.
?\’\‘ FIMAYT went to XANFAYA, who wasg Chief of the Army General Staff, dbut
he woe slso unaware of nmatter, Mowever, the Vice-Thief of Steff,
Lieutenant General NINO  Farughize was aware of su¢h a rumor,
d’“ L}j‘;‘.\
o

ar‘-' and he sgreed that the matter must be bdronght under control.

General TATIFAVA was sent tc WMukden for the purpou of
settling the matter. He bhad friemds im the Arrcy
to contact., Fowever, the incident bdroke out the hh miul.
The of fices in the ¥wantung Army found out thet he was coming, end when
he arr‘ved they emtertained him, General HONJO was rrobably in Tort
Arthur a2t that time and not in Mukden, TATEXAWA's orders were for him
to go tc Mukden with instruetions to talk over the matter with the
staeff officers end to use his influence in stopping them frem cresting
eny incident.

The militery men in Tokyo, who had
Manchuria, nevertheless supported the Kwan

sed any incideat in
Army after the incident
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occurred. They would not permit the Army to be divided, The only
person Mr. OGATA kmows of who opposed the actions of the military

was INUKAI, Tsyoshi., The Yakatsuki Cabimet desired to keep the incident B
within the parrowest rossible limits, and so reported to the throne. B
INUEAT was consistently opposed to the independemce of Manchuria., He |
favored placing Manchuria under Chinese sovereignty, and accordingly,iffer he é«;ﬂn R
entered into negotiations with Sun Fo, Fresident of the edministrative Lﬁrew“bc_
Keumingteng at Nanking. |

But the desire of the Army for independence of Manchuria
became stronger end stroager. IRUKAI sent a letter to Narshal - i
UEHARA asking for a meeting in the Palace on February 11, 1932 to
discuss this question of suppressing the Army in Manchuria. Somshow |
this became kmown to the Army officers, and the meeting never did

ogcur, This laat bit of information was in INUEAI's biography. but %
it was stricken out in the publication by the cemsors., The Inukai ! -

Mokkdo T'enki Hemsen Kai (Biogrephy Compilation Sociéty for Taukai)
was formed for collecting the materisl for INIKAI%S biography.
WASHIO, Yoshillao was the person who actuslly wrote the biogrephy.

Mr. OGATA did not think that HONJO oy MIYAKE, Commander a

Chief of Staff respectively of the Kwantung Aray, had beea ¢ ted
prior to the Mukden Incident. He doesm't know whether DOYEARA: wee

in it or mot. DOTHARA was not on good terms with either ITAGAKT or
JSRIWARA»

The Army had all responsibility for the Mukdean Incideat and 0
the evente in Manschuria thereafter. There m»as no sttempt made to ; | T
rlace responsibility for the incident, Mr, OOATA explained thet (dccord i t_‘lﬁ
success of the Army in Manchurisspromised promotiions, homers amd . (e {hin gm
decorations to the military men, whereas defeat meant they would T rmwan
heve to commit hard-kgri. Because of the success that they met with the m.‘_t? (2

f
in Manchuria, the Army inoreased its authority in the Government, officers ;ZC 5
and after the INUKAT asesassination the political parties were almost |\, c med (v

in & stete of collapse. The Army comtimmed to create more and more | a4 7*/
incidents. Mr, OGATA looks upon the 7 th of July 1937 (Thina | o5 pect? f'b\l«
Incident) as just another one of these incidents. [ 2 ‘hjuvr o

M2

The 2/26 incident was the climax in the Army scheming to vm“ J""'r)
create a government center 'ng in the Army amd without political = .
parties, It weant fer beyond any previous incident, The Army realized ' lf
they would have to do something, end they mccordingly executed the i
instigators of the 2/26 incident, whereas the people involved in the |
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0GATA, Taketors - 6 ar 6 (Cont'd)

§/15 imeident were mot executed, TVhile it appeared that the siteetion
hed colmed down, actually the political parties hed been rendered
vowerless., This totalitarian poliey continued, Tn the First Komoye
Cabinet emphasiz was placed on evea abolishing divisions ianthe

Gebinetttseit P LB AR 1S w ( e

the coon g,
Effeet on Newspapers 0%

Before the Manchurisn Incident, the Army rarely interfered
in the newspaper field. YVar Minister UGAKI had begun to start dis-
cussions with the people of the press iam 1929 for better military
publigity. After the Memchurism Tneident, e great change took place.
The Army, through its prees section, b‘ the iscuance of news bans.
Newspapers with large circulations, like the Asahii, feered such bams,
Tt is true the newspepers acguiesced to the Army, thereby showing
weakness, and eliminated the news {tems which were urop‘on to the

ATHYY «

The eontrol of the press became stronger end stromger after
the Manchurisn Incident. About 1934 whem TOJO, Hideki was Cheirman
of the Var Research (ouneil assisted by SUEUKI, Teiichi, hedegan/rcs; cortu
strong—press—eontrol, The climex of press oppression occurred in became
1936 (the 2/26 incident) whea the Asshii Shimbum wes sttacked by the [meveatiuhy
revolting troops. 5 Pty

The press censorship contimed to beecome worse until in
November 1941 TCJO proposed one newspaper OCOWDERY. The plan was %o
nool all the newspaper properties, issuing shares to the nesber news-
papers, Imch newspaper was thereafter to rent the equipment and issuve
separste papers. Mr. OGATA was very puch opposed to this plan and so
steted quite vehemently st the November comnference, eand the plan was
not ‘dﬁpt“i

~ Cemsorship became stronger, Tt was mot so diffieult %o
obtain news, but it. was very difficult to priat the news, All doubt-
ful items had to be censored, A censorzhip section vas ectablished
in each mewspeper office. After the passage of the Neticnal General
Mobilizetion Law in 1938 and the Military Secrets Taw after 1941,
news items also became difficult to secure. Any news unfevorable %o
the Army was censored, Criticism of the Government or members of the
Government was prohibited.

Chins Tpcident

Mr. OGATA 18 not as well scquainted with the China Tneidemt
as with the Mamchurian Imcident. Fowever, he believes Colonel
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MUTAGUCHI 's regiment ctarted the incident et the Marco Folo Bridge.
The Tokyo Goverament immediately emtered into negotiations to settle
the diffieulty. Colonel SHIBAYAMA, later Vice Minister of ¥ar, wes
sent to North Chine to megotimte with Sung Ch€~-Yuan; the Chinese
Commander of the 29%h Army. He settled the imcident end was onm his
Lma{“f} way back $o Tokyo when the lsEiag (7) Incident ocourred, and it
began to expand. ISHIWARA, who was Chief of Operetions on the General
£taff at the time, wae orposed to gonding reinforcoments, but the
Goverarent dida't Sake a strong enough policy to satisfectorily settle
the matter, Reinforgements went from Koresa to Chine on oxders from
Tokyo, KOIS0's viewe (ke was Commender of the Korean Army at thet
time) on cperationel plens were differeat from those of the Genersl
Steff, KOISO preferred to send his forees out, settle the incident,

and withdrew them immed‘stely, ARIYAMA Te(suke.
The basie poliey of the XONOYE Csbimet was $o settle the
(hins Inoddent. KONOYE mecordingly seat . and

NTYAZAKT, Ryusake to Memking to negotiste with Chiang ¥ai-Shek. prevented
The Army objested to thia, and the Kempai Tai essewited—thwtwo M\yazaki From
arrested., Mr, OOATA o> le;ﬁ "ﬁt

d1d not know who issucd the erder for heir arvest, ship « Hle ugg
Vava | U"J‘ Cn the 15th of Auwgust 1d-t spreed to w There
P2ty “the Army requested the Mvy ¥ 7¢inforcemente. The Nevy refused to

. send any reinforcements, but n&my the righting around Shanghai
spreed and eventually reinforcements were sent in, And theam the
incident became widespread.
It wzs when attended Ye Vew Shuetre F--el?ar'?;u/
SHTRATCRI of the Toreigm Office '

A

m Cormmithee 45 4 mesber thatl /| heavd Zhe crmw ‘new ovoev”
b 1R rsP tivae .

Secret Societies

| Previous to the Manchurian Incident, societies were gemerally
m,,,el, \ eof 2 oultural nature for the studying of Far Nast problems, After

'J i bhihed | the lihnchurial Incident, the Ay plmced men—im organizations-—end
;Y!V"tc' = . 'l'holmflr-
[ i *hed considerable money for this purpose. Sometimes the names of
9961 P organizations changed over night, The people whom the Army placed
?Hg 5;J;mo’ in these organizations were working in the background with the Xempei
5”‘4 ch I Tai.

(€ | : '
50T ymen (1) Qenyoshe was founded by TOYAMA. He and INUKAY went to

1" “’wfe. China in 1911 to eseist Sun Yat-Sen in his revolutiomary new govermment
;,ﬂcz/l?i in China. TOYAMA, however, believed that Sun Yat-Sen had made some
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poor compromises with the militery wer-lords in Chima, and thereafter
vithdrew his support from Sus-Yet-Ces/ The Genyoshs was most active
st the time of the Rusco-Japenese War, TOYAMA at that time, at the
request of the Vice Chief of Staff, took some Gemyosha youths %o
Manchuria and mede them leaders of bandit groups, thereby forming the
Manchurian Volunteer Army.

(2) was founded by UCHIDA, Tt was perticularly
interested in Siberis before the Fusso-Japamese War, UCHYDA bDegeme
gsecraetery to Prinee ITO, who was Qovermor General of Korea. This
social and influential pogition of UCHIDA mmde the Kokuryu-Kai well
known. Tt had bad charscters im it as well as thimking people.

UCHIDA wes very iatimete with Baron TANAKA, UCHITA also formed the
Seisento, whose e was to attack the established political parties.
7t was & semi politisal perty itself. During HAMAGUCHY's Cabimet,
UCHIDA was arrested and investigated, After the Manchuriam Tnoidemt,
the Fokuryu-Xai wes non-active., It was mot 1iked by the Army.

(3) was composed of Justice Ministry officials
and men from the fimsncial world, Baron HIRANUMA was its leader,
Tt strongly advocated protection for tha Emperor system. 7T was
frequently eriticised as & Fascist organiuation. Tt was also called
*Judicial Fascists". 3:\11::-— became Prime Minister it was
disbanded. G =




»

Certificate of Tnterrogator
: - I*l JOhn Fo Imeli Na ‘Or JAGD 0"2 68 2 ’ certiw that ..'
on the 6th day of March, 1946, personally appeared before me ;f
|
Taketora (Ogata, and according to Toshiro Shimanouchi and T/l Dave g
Hoshimiya, Interpreters, gave the foregoing answers to the several 7j
quections set forth therein. ; }
'+I
Tokyo, Japan 8 : 3
Place P
| k-
. &
7 Narch 1946 -
Dete ’
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ANALYSIS OF DCCULMENTARY EVIDENCE
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DESCRIPTION OF LTTACIIED DOCUMENT

Title and Nature: JIpterrggation and Personal Higvory of

CATL, Teketora, ex-—president Board of information
e ——————

Dater 1945-46 Original ( ) Copy (X) Ianguage: English

Has it been translated? Yes ( ) No ( X)
Has it been photostated? Yes ( ) No (X)

LOCLTION OF ORICINALL (also Witness if applicable)
Doce Dive

i “OURCE OF ORI IN/iL: See our case file #2466
FERSONS LiPLICATEDs 0OG..7.., Taketora ot al

CRLIES TO /IIICH DOCUWENT APFLICARLE:
CENYOSIiL, (Socicty) Board of InTorastion

5;194RY OF RELEV..IT POINTS (with page referencee_l)
Includes miscellaneous data and correspondence on
subjects personality. :
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