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Division of Origint Javanese Intelllgence Section, G-2, USSES

Subject? Jananese Intellicence, its organization and use in
War Plans.

Person interrogated and tackeround:

Comdr. TERAI, Y., IJN, a Naval officer of 19 years exvericnce,
o Navel Aviator with over 2,000 hours flyinz time, eand for

3 years, between 1939 and 1942, Asst. Naval Attache in
Weghinzton, D. C., was Alr Staff Officer in the lst Section,
First Department, of the Navy General Staff ("War Plans").

In this vosition, he was resnonsible for the over-all staff
nlanning of employment of Naval aircraft.

1926 Graduated Naval Acadeny. |

1926 On board Trainineg Cruiser YAGUMO.

1926 To CL KUMA.

1827 To BB FUSO.

1927 To SS 1-53.

1928 To KASUMIGAURA for flight training,

1929 Graduated, to TATEYAMA Air Unit.

1930 To BB ¥IRISFIMA as aviator.

12230 KAMICAURA Air Unit inetructor,

1931 To CA ATAGO ag Air Officer.

1932 YOKOSUKA Air Unit.

1933 SA®KI Air Unit.

1935 To Naval War College as student.

1937 Greaduated, to YOKOHAMA Air Unit, tn CHINA,
with First Combined Fleet.

1939 To WASHINGTON, D.C,, as Asst. Naval Attache.

1942 Returned on GRIPSHOLM,

1942-1945 Navy General Staff.

\

Where interviewed: Naval War Collece.

Interrnegatorst Lt, Comdr. T« M Curtis, USHR
Lt. Comdr. William H. Botzer, USNR

Internreter: Lt. Comdr. Frank B, Huggins, USNR

Allied OfficerslPresent: None.
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- RESTRICTED - SUMMARY

Comdr. TERAI commentis generally on Jananese Naval Aviation
witih emohasis on the gtaff vplanning déne for the employment of
Naval aircraft. TBsnecially emphasized are sources, nrocessing and
use of intelligence information in staff v»lanning. In addition,
Comdr. TRRAI sveaks 1n consideradble detail of the organization and
speration in the Javanese Navy of those functions which, 1in current
U. S. Naval organization, come ander the head of Air Combat Intel-
licence.

The Japanese Navy had no sevarate air training schnol such as
the Army had at TOYOOKA. However, the Naval Academy at ETA JIMA had
an "Air Unit" at IWAKUNI, and 1t was the vlan for every Navy mid-
shioman tn go through that school. There he was tausht the theory
of flizht, alr navigation snd communicatinns, snmething of aerial

gunnery, vombing, and observatinn, and was exmected at leagt to solo
in the alr.

Intellizence officers as such were assiened only to large com-
mands and headouarters. On 1ndividual shins and in Air Grouns and
squadrons, the communications officer handled many of the functions
whici we think of as duties of the intelligence officer.

Rriefing of nilots on carrilers was done by several different
of ficers: the aeronlogist, the air officer nf the shin (who had been
given most of his "done' by the communications of ficer), and the
Commanding Officer (of the shin) himself. Interrozetion of »nilnts
was handled by hneving erach »ilot remort to the seninr man of uails
flight and so on up the line until the senior man in the air would

renort to the alr officer and the Commanding Officer.

Information for planning ceme from the Third Devartment and
wes nrocessed for the Plannin& Sectinon dy Divislon & unider Comdr.,
MIYAZAXI. Infarmation on enemy Flcet movemrnts end deployment ~f
enemy aircraft was the most useful material orovided, and this was
found substantially accurete.

The Navy develoved the suiclide or KAMIKAZE tactics in the
Philinnines Sea Battles of 1944, This was not Airected from above,
according tc Comdr. TWRAI, but started in the flyinz units tiem—
selves. It was un to any Squedron or Unit commander to decilde
wheother nis unit would adont suicide tactics.

7ERO 53 was the best shinbnard fizater develonad by the Jamanese.

The turning point in the war for Naval air forces ceme at
RABAUL when carrier aircraft were sent ashore snd destroyrd therc.

5500 to 5600 omerational Janenese Naval eircraft remained at
the war's end, and 70% of these were trainers.

The Janancse had nn severata mhoto gquadrons in tne Nevy.
Individual nlanes, orimerily in reconnaissance squadrons, did take
nictures, These were SAIUN (Myrte) vlanes, normally ovperstinz at
snme 12,000 feet altitude. Comdr. TORAI, following his return to
Jenan on the GRIPSHOIM in 1942, introduced ohnto interoretation to
the Japsncse Navy. 3C men had been train-cd in this work, and 100
morr were in treinine at the end »f tas war.

The Japanese Nevy had made no orovision for Flak Analysis °F

Flak intelligencs, and anvarently vers llttle had becn done in this
field.
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- RESTRICTED - SUMMARY (Cont'd).

»ilots ver year. The highest

Plans called for training 30,000
oz of 1944 when some 1200 to

veak actually attained was 1in the Sorin
1300 ner month were trained.

r. TERAI, was clearly the mnst critical
They were "scraping the bottom of
x of fuel for trainling murvoses
s and moorly trained

Fuel, according to Comd

ttem for the Navel air forces.

the barrel" on vilnts, too, but lac
wae the reel tessnn for lack of trained nilot

nilots at the wer's end,

- END SUMMARY -
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Transcrint of Interrogatinn (Comdr. TERAI, Y., IJ¥)

= RESTRICTED -  TRANSCRIPT

Q.1.
A,

Q. 2.
A,

Q.3.

Q.5a.

A,

Were you in the lst Section of the Naval General Staff?
Yes, I was in the War Plans Division.
What were your smecific Auties in this vosition?

This was the General Planning Section. It was Gant. OMAI' s
(Chief, 1lst Section) duty tn eonrdinate activities. I was
Air Plans Officer. The organization of the lst Section was ..
this: /f
Captain OMAI, Ghief of Section,

(1) Cant. INOKUCEI, Coordinator and senior staff
of ficer.

(2) Comdr. YAMAGUCHI, Army-Nevy 1liaison and joint
ovrrations vlanning.

(3) Comdr. MIYAZAKI, Intelligence - cathering informa-
tlon glven by other intelligence devertments
and coordinating it. NOTE: Oomdr. MIYAZAKI is
at the Foreilgn Central Liaison Office in TOXYO,

(4) Comdr. TWRAI, baelc planning for air omnecrations
which were passed un to Cant. OMAI and Adm. TOMIOKA
1f ecceptable. These were very cencral vlens.

Much was left un to the Fleet Commanders in
carrying them out. We wlanned simnle, basic
logistics also. Furthermorc, based on the nlan—
ning of omnerations, we would recommend necw wea—
vons and new air develovments.

Did tho!ﬁavy have an Air Trainins School equivalent to the
Army school at TOYOOXKA?

No. That was left uvp tn the Navel Acadcmy where every midship—
man had some training in the Naval Air Unit at IWAKUNI near
HIRCSHIMA, The Army severated Air from Ground while the Navy
keevg its air and Fleet activities tocether.,

Wes .there any semarate Naval Air Orgzanization?

tnere is 2 sevarate Naval Air Headquarters for logistics
rather than Command ournoses, Planninzs was done by the Novy
Dept., however, for all dbranches.

Did I understand that every midshioman attends the Air school
ot IWAKUNI? |

Yes, After they zraduate and o to the Fleet, then, of cdurse,‘
they gn into svecialties. Every midshioman learned tn fly,
however. This training started 2 or 3 years befrore the war.

. Did this trainine include carrier oncrationsg?

io. The object was to zet every man to solo. This Ai? not
work out exaectly as planned due to war stress end demends.

Did you fly from carriers?

No,
« B EBTRICTED =
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Transcript of Interrogation (Comdr. TRRAI, Y., IJN)
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Q.7. How many gtudents graduated from the Naval Air Schnol in 194017
A, 300, 1In 1944% A. 3,000.

Q.8. What were the subjects taught in the scheool at IWAKUNI?

A. The subjects taught there were regular flight training,
simple observation, navigation, bombing and gunnery, and
communications. Communications treining wes carrisd nut
also throughout the Naval Academy training.

2-9. Were there courses at ETA JIMA in Intellisence or information?

A, No.

Q.10. Were you with a squadron in China at any time?

A, Yes, for four months 'l was a squadron commander., The re-—
maindor of my time there, I wag a Staff Officer.

Q.-11. Are you femilisr with carrier operatinns?

A, In general, yerg,
Q.12. Were Intellizence sr information offlcers ascigned to carriers?

A, Not as an Intellisence officer. Large commends and heede-
| quarters would have full time Intellizence nfficers. Com-

municatinng officers doubled in intellizence Autics aboard
individual Fleet units.

.13, In a squadron or air group on 2 carrier, how did informatinn
get to the vilots? Who A14 the briefin=?

A, Information comesg in by disvatch, RDF rl:tings, and all
radin communicetions. The Cantain of the shin receives thie
Information and briefs the nilots. The vilots have o ready
room with boards unon which information 1s 1isted. The com-—
manications officer voasses information to the air officer
who gzets nne of his subordinates tn keoo un the reedy room
‘vlot., However, if they heve 2 Flaz aboerd, the Steff Intol-
licence Officer handles these Auties. The Centain of the shio
invariably =o0es to the ready room to zive the »ilots 2 "bap
talk" prinr to en imvortant missinn. The woather informetion
1s nrovid=d by the eir officer, as well as navigation informe-

tioné;,A full time Aerologist is sboerd =11 CVls, and he oro-
vides weather manps. '

Q.14, When nilots return, who interrogates them? How Adces informe-
tion get to the Cavtain?

A, When the vilots return to the shin, they tell their flight
commender, and he masses the informstion un to the senior
aviator whn wag on the flizht, and he tells the Capntein in the

presence of the air officer. The 2air officer sometimes in-
terrozates him.

R-15. Would this information get back to the 1st Sectinn, Nevy
Gencral Staff? Who would act on 1t? Who vrocessed it? Did

1t g0 through your intellizence dAivision, 1.e,, 3rd Division,
under Comdr., MIYAZAKI?

A, The 3rd Division reccives this information, and it is usecd
by the Air Plannine neonle.
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Trensorint of Interrogation (Comdr. TERAY, Y., IJYN)
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Q.16.,

A,

S

A,

.18,

Give en examnle of one of the camnaiens in which you nlenned
the emmloyment of Naval eircraft.

OKINAWA.,
ho vlanncd the PHILITPPINES air defensel

Cont. GENDA. He is nut of the Navy now in KYUSHU somewhere.
I don't know exactly where,

How 18 the information that is cathered and vrocessed by the

. 3rd Division used in Naval Air Plannine? Use OKINAWA ag an

Q.19.

A,

Q.20.

Q.21.

Q.22.

exammnle ,

OKINAWA was 2 simvle one to plan because 1t congisted »f at-
tecking, shiovving, treooo transnorts belnz desiznatcd as primary
targeta. We planned to work in conjunection with the Army to
vrevent a landing, and then t» send out Fleet units to clear
up crinvles and make the defense commlete,

Why wae therc no air cover when the YAMATO was sunk?

We did provide cover, at least we tried to, but we lacked
enough vlanes and were at extreme fichter range, and there
were meriods when no fightere could be nrovided. Communi-
cations end navization were bad, and Japanese pillots could

not find the YAMATO,
Did you have any onerational aircraft carriers at that time?

Yes. There were aircraft carriers but not enouch nilots,

How many aircraft Ai4d you have availadle 4in planning thoe
1efenge of OKINAWA?

Abvout 2,000 Naval aircraft. The Army had about a third of
thie number, |

Did the Navy adant suiclde tactics?! If so, when?
Yes, The Navy develoned them. This wess done in the

26th Air Flot. under command nf Rear Adm, ARIMA, During
the PHILIPPINES actinn, Rear Adm. ARIMA had started the

—4tetics. At the time of OKINAWA, all alrcraft wvere sulcide.

Q.23,

A,

It was up to the Squadron Commendier at the time to decide
e Eial o 856 i aelh vwer 10 e 2 ownlerfe miit, UfBernd
Heaf’tquartora never diyected thet iv be ueed, dut 4ld nov
try to stoo thig tyne ~? tactic. Y4 ‘Abrut the time I came %o
the Planning Section it was my J(‘)b to evaluate this tactilc,
and I received revorts of action. I 412 no¥ believe it as
offective as 4t mizht heve been. New weanons were teing
leveloned (OKA and KIKA)., Neither the Navy nor the Army
over Airectcd the use of suilcide tactics. Army General
Headquarters d1d Airect the landing of suicide aircraft

at OKINAWA. The Navy had tried this in the MARILNAS but it
aborted,

What was the best carrier fighter develoned by the Japanesc?

The 53 ZERO,
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Trenscript of Interrogation (Comdr. TERAI, Y,, IJN)
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Qe 24. On planning far the empleyment of Naval Aircraft, what
were your sources of information upon which plans were based?

A. The intelligence officer in'the 1st Section gave us all the
necessary informetion, .

Q. @5« Whaet $ype of informetion did he place at your disposal?

Ae He geve us primarily movements of enemy fleet task forces
end deployment of allied asircraft,

Qe <26e Were his estimetes good?

Ae TYes, usually soe

Qe 27+ 7You were in Weshington in Decemher 1941, Did you know
of plens for the atteck on Pearl Harbor}

A« No,

Qe 28, Who wes in cherge of eir plenning on the Navel Genersl
Steff et thet timet

Ae Capt. Te MYD was in cherge of sir planning at that time,
He is in Tokyo at the Nevy Depertment now.

Qe 29, Did informetion from sukmerine end eircraft reconneisence
come to the eir plenning depertment?

A. Yes, direectly end also through the intelligence depertment.

Qs 30. When plans for en operetion was determined, how digd
they reach the fleet? First, General plens.

A« If basic plens were okeyead they would go to the heerdquerters
of the eombined fleet. Orders to the fleet were issued from there,

The first section sent none out direot, These were sent out in
written documents end by dispetech,

Qe 3ls Can you neme the point in time when employment of yoﬁr
Navel Air Forced chenged from offensive to defensive operetions?

Ae The turning point &% first wes Midwey. ®ur carriers became
deficient at Rebaul where cerrier eaircraft were sent ashore and

there destroyed. The reel turning point ceme then.

Qe 32+ How meny navel aircraft remeined operetionerl on
15 August 1945%

A. 5,500 - 54600 eircreft, 70% of which were training plenes,
The army had about 7,008 in all, I think, dbut I am not sure,
50 % of these were treiners.

Qe 33. How effectively wes photographic reconneissance used
in the navy?

Ae We hed no seperste Photo Squedronse We did have reconnsissance
squadrons which also took photogrephs, We hed no great success
in securing photogrephs. The ermy wes more ecvenced, The nevy
did not give speciel treining to crews in the teking of pictures.
Reserve Officers (10 in the beginning and 20 leter #nd loter still
100 more) were trained in photo interpretetion beginning in
December 1942, The finel 100 never completed treining beceuse
the wer ended. (ITE: Comdr. TERAI originated Photo interpretetion
training in the Jeprnese Nevy upon his return from Washington)

- ES LT RICTED »
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Trenseript of Interrogetions (Comére. TBFAI, Y., IJN)
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A {Qe 334 Contd.) Specially trained Photo interpreters were

used quite fully in Air Fleets, 1 men per Alr Fleet, Tem nis
czme from units down to squedrons for Photo interpreters and

thet wes the reeson for plenning to trein 100 more, but the

plen never wes fulfilled. Photos were sent in to the lst Section
end good use wes mede of themufor essigning special tergets,
especielly with the suicide aircreft directed to lend on OZINAYA.
They were used by the flecets most fullye

Qe 34s Whet eircreft did you use &s FPhoto plencs?

Aes TFest singlc engine SAIUT (MYRT) eircraft were used for this
work in taking photose.

Q. 35. At whet altitudcs wes most of your photographic work
done?

Ae Mostly 2t 12,000 feet for importent t-rgets,

Qe 36« Did your Intelligende Division mrke eveileble target
date end stufles fcor air planning?

Ae A groat 8eel of informrtion ceme in end wes prepered by the
Zrd Depertrncnt. This wes sent out dy dispetch enc followerd up

by publicetions, All this preparation wes cone by the &réd Deperi-—
nente .

Qe 37. Whrt is your corment on the plenning work Adone in
1st Section &g to its effectiveness snd usefulness, with
v rticular reference to informetion provided youd

A, Most of our informetion came from Communlcations Intelligence,
More Proto Intelligence wes definitely neededl.s

Qe 8. Whet informetion wrs given avietors rogerding U.S, Antl-
eircraft wespons, méthols, gun positious, etce? (Flek Intclligenee)

Ae This work on our part was very neggres There was no enelysis
in deteil. We had no experts in this field,

Qe 39, How meny socuedrons were essigned tc r coennélssence
work¥

A, We hef two squadrns. One witk the drd Fleet ené cne wilth
5¢th Fleet. These werce 1onfé bescd toward the end of were

Qe 4C. Wes this the greetest number you ever he 3

Aal Yes. This wrs grcatest number we ever hede

Qe 4l. How meny plenes did you heve in these squedrons?
A. 26 Alrereft with 12 rcserves, 48 in 211, however
difficnltics brought this number down to <0 % effectiveness

2t timcse

Qe 42. How weny nevel avietors were to be tralnec according
to your plansi

Ae We hef plens for 30,000 ¢ year, Later we recduced this to
18,000 and reeched en ectwl peek of 1,200 ~ 1,300 per monthe
This wes in the spring of 1944,

Qe 43, How mrny navy fliers did you lose curing the werd

A. Roughly 10,000 Teval |1Pilots.
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