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INTERROGATICN NQ, 248

Mr. R, Ishida has scrved as presient of the Kocki Eidan (Import-Export
Trading Co,) since 1 Junc 1943, Hc v s formerly connected with Mitsul and
Co., serving with thec company for 30 ye.rs, mostly in foreign countrics (6
yeors as nanager of Mitsuils interests in New York), and finally us Senior
M: naging Dircetor until October 1941, At that time he was forced out as a
result of his outspokcn opposition to the plans of the War Clique for war with
the United States., He spcuks English well,

Mr, K. ¥osuge has scrved as chicf of the coal section of the Koeki Eldan
for approximatcly 2 years,
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1 = Orcanization :nd functions of the Kocki Eidin.

The Kocki Eidan was established by the governnent on 1 June 1943 for the
purnrose of collceting and imrorting into Jupan important miteritls uscd in
the prosccution of the war, Its ceupitalization was fixed at 200,000,000 yen
of which the govcrnment supnlicd :bout 90%, the remaining 10% being furnished
by the large trading corporations, Mitsubishi, Mitsul, ctc,

Mr, Ishida agrecd to furnish a churt describing in deteil the orgunization
of the Koeki Eidan, In general it can be sald that the officiuls were
appointed by the government and thut the corporation submitted rcrorts
pcriodically to the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

18 originally instituted, the Kocki Eidun was to take charge of the
collection of raw matcri.ls outside of Jopan as well us the importation of
those materials into Jupane. Actually, howcver, the Kocki Eidan had nothing
to do with (.) the mobilization of muterials, (b) the shipping of thosc
materials to Japan or (e¢) thcir distribution within Jepan. Its sole function
appcarcd to be that of paying the differcnce between (&) the high prices puid
to the contincental producers for the materiuls which were collceted and (b)
the lower sclling price (fixed by the government) of those matcriuls in Jopun,.
Such funds were supplied to the Kocki Eidan by the government, At first
payments were made after the coal arrived in Jopan but later they werce made
when the ceal was loaded on ships in contincental ports,

2 = Coal Imports

Mr, Ishida cgrecd to furnish available data on co:xl imports from all areas
fron 1931-1945, In addition, he will provide information on thc number of
cocl ships lost 2t sc: while en routc to Japan. When askcd whcether he had
figures on coal handling fieilitices at the various Jupancse ports, he stated
that such information could be obtained from the Japan Coul Company. according
to Mr, Ishida, the govcrnment ordcred the Kocki Eidan to improve the cocl
unloading facilitics of the Japan Sca ports, One of thc company's cngincering
cxperts, a Mr, T, Tokahashi, was sent to carry out an investigation, but the
wer was terminatecd before anything could be accomplished,

At the close of the interview Lt, Dorr, Overull Economic Effects Divislon,
askcd o number of questions rclating to Kocki Eidan's export busincss, lMr,
Ishida agrecd to submit information recgarding the naturc and volunce cf that
activity,




