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U.S. STRATEGIC BOIBING SURVEY
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C/0 POSTHMASTFR, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATICN NO. (USSBS 366) Place: Tokyo
NAV NO=72 Date: 10 October 1945
1330-1637C
Division of Origin: Neval Analysis Division
Subiect: Submarine Warfeare.
Personnel interrogated and background of each:
Vice Admiral MIWA, Shigeyosh, IJN: successively Director Navsl
Submarine Department and CinC Sixth (Subrmecrine) Fleet.
“lhere interviewed: 1eiji Building, Roon 748,
Interrogetor: Lt. Conér, Js Ae Fiecld, jr. USNR.

Interpreter: Lt.(jeg) R. P. Brown, USND,

sllied Oifficers Present: Condr. T. F. Moorer, USI,

ST 1IARY

Admirel ITI'7L discusses yfeneral asvects of the PACIFIC submarine
wer including Japanese tactical and technical problerms and corments
on the performance of U, S, subnorines,
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Qe In general terms T would like to know how the nunber of operstion-
al subrerines in the Japenese Fleet ran during the war?

Ae At the beginning of this war, the strength of subriarines was
biggest; as the warp went on the number of subrerincs decreased
because of the strength of constructing subnisrines was not

Qe About how mony operational submarines dig you have at the be-
ginning of tho war?

Ae I cannot give you the exact nunber, but about 64 subrierines
including the Ocldest style which wss not operational and including
training subneriness about forty or forty-five subnerines
corpletely operational,

Qe And that wos the greatest number vou had during the wor?
A. YGS-

Qe Do you include nidget submarines in thot figure?
Lle 4s for the special subnarines for two-ren crew, I had no
connection with thet submerine sO I do not know abort those,

Qe Who wrs in chrree of those, another depsrtment?

Le A very few stoff officers of the General Staff ond the Jdnr Office
knew who had charge of thot special subrerine; as I wos nt sea
I did not know about 1T

Qe 'lere those special subrierines ever operated as part of the Sixth
Flect during the wsp9

Ae During the preriod when I was Cormender of the Sixth Fleet T
Nevir used spceeinl subnierines, but I used whet we call o torpedo
which had a one-ran crew,

£

Qe In what period during the wor do you feel Jepanese subnarines
were nost successful?

iAe Generally Speaking, the effect of success Of the subnesrine wes
not so good rs expected before the war, In ULITHI Operztion
and LEYTE Operation we hed good success, On those operetions
the Japanese subnarines weS successful; but 2s I wrs onily in
charge a short period of time during the wer, I cronnot ssy for
entire period, Although exact reports are not aveilsble fron
the GU/DALCANAL Operation beceuse sorme subitarines did not resurn,
thet period is =1so considered to be = period of considerable
SUCCESS,

, Qe Could you nanre = period or periods during the wer when submerine
losses were perticularly serious®?

He Fivst of all GULDLLCANAL fArea snd LEYTE, end 2l1so the LALEUTIANS.

14

Qe In those periods of serious losses, did you attribute those
lesses to any perticulsr csuses? Tf SOy Whrt steps were taken
Lo overcome thot problen?

#e The rezson of such seérious cCenecge was due to your skillful rethod
of attecking our subrierines, and the nein rer~son of your skillful
attack wes due to the raders  so our Nevy officers studied very
herd on defensive nethods agerinst your reader. e studied neny
nethods of defense such as to peint ovcr the hull of the sub-
nerines sorie naterinsl such ns eun; furtherrmore, an attenpt wes

nade by inclining sldes of conring tower to rcflect reder beon
downwords into water away fron your rader screen. (Sce sketch) o
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This attenpt however was not very successful., In conclusion

we found that our subrierine is not successful egoainst vour rodecrs
so I wanted to have speclal subnerines very speedy underwoter,
and I wented to neke snrll superstructurc for=surfacing =2t night
I wanted to niake smeoll superstructure~and also I wented sone
kind of specciel tube to suprly a2ir so they would not hove to
cone up to recherge thelir bottoriese I wanted the snall
superstructure and these specicl tubes ond a greater specd
underwater. This wes not initative; ofter studyings the method
we comparcd notes with GERIILNY and found thenm to be the same.

e Did you in fact nake trese chanres in design ond 2bout whot
periocd of the wer were those chonges nade?

he The time these two nethods were conpleted was about April of
this yeer, these two nethods of spceinl subnarine,

Qe You mentioned the fe-r of our radsr; were you particularly
concerned about shipbornc radesr or thzt which was borne by our
alrcraft?

Lie Rader of your airer-ft.

Qe Did you use search receivers on vour subnerincs?

Le Yess On thc operation of the ALEUTIANS, the Jepancse Navy found
out your rader wes very good because our subrierines meneuvering

in the fog received ruch gunfire from your ships; seo we found

out you hed very good redrre At the operstion of the ALEUTILNS,

we hed not that device agrinst rader; but after thet we studied

and nade something like thet device, but it wes not svccessful. To-
Werds the end our device against rodar wos progressing.

Qe "hen wes rader first instelled on Japancese subnarincs?
fie I renember that about Junc of last yerr, 2t zbout the time of
SAIPAN operation, that was the first tine it was instelled,

Qe AT the start of the war was the general plan to use subnarines
as auxlliaries to the fleet, or to attack our shipping, or what
' kind of use? '
A, The fundamental nzture of the nmission of our subnarines is =as
auxlliary to our fleet, After the beginning of the war, by
end by our subnarines got the nission of attacking your nerchant
shirping, but the fundsnentsl nission is suxiliary to the fleet.,

Qe "hat reasons brought about that chonge=-~the assignnent of that
nission to attack merchent shipping? Vhy was it done, 2nd at
vhat time?

hAe There were two reasons for it: the principal resson, your
Anericen fleet did not offer bettle so our subrarine hed not
tarcets to attack: another is thet the Germans wented it, I
er1 not sure but I think the Germens wanted JAPAN to attack
merchant shipping by our subrnarines.,
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0e What period of the wer do you mean when you speak of this chonge?
Ae That new change is about after the MILVAY Battle, As I sold
before, by the request of GERMANY our submarines sttaclked your
transport ships in the INDIAN OCEAN or nesr AUSTRALIA until
our loss of submarines increased in the INDIAN OCEAN; and also
we wanted to gather all our submarines to attack your bettleships,
to defeat your advance 1in the PACIFIC OCEAN,

Qe Thet nakes you believe thet change wes nade ot the request
of the Gerrians?®

Ae As I was officer of submarine, I wanted to attack your fleet;
but I received orders frorn our hesdquerters tc attack nerchent
ships in the INDIAN OCEAN near AUSTRALIA; so I said herdquarters
has sorie reeson for thot order and I thought it was by GERMALK
recueste

Qe Do you feel that wes a poor thing to do, do you feel it wes
unwise to use subniarine in thet fsshion?

A, Wle wanted to attack yvour fleet and the strength of JLPAN's

subnerines was not big enough to attack nerchant shipsj we wanted

to zttack Armerlcecsn Fleet,

De "hat were the detes of heginning and ending of using Jdopenese
subnierines against nerchant ships in the INDILN OCHLNT

fie Fron nemory, epproxinately began lMay or July 1942, =2nd ended

sbout July of last Year 1944,

Qe We were alwoys o little surprised you did not use subnerines
anrainst our nerchent ships in the Central and South F.LCIFIC, on
shirs enroute to GUID.LCiIN.LL, I wonder why you never did that
to any degree,

Ae The scouting of your planes was viry severe, and znother reason
was our strength was not bieg enough for such ottnck,

Qe In the eorly part of the war we were nuch impressed with the
effectiveness of vour subnarines in sccrch and scoutlng in
coordination with large serplones and with your cerrier forces.
Wos that a planned employnent?

Ae Submarines had scout plenes on bosrd, ~nd as your strength of
scouting plenes increesscd, that effectiveness grew lessSe

Qs I wos thinking rather of cooperstlon betweepn subrierines snd large
flying boets,

Le The coordinstion between the flyling boats ond submorines wes
not as successful s you think.

Oe Did you find 1t possible to heve satisfszctory cormunicgtion
betwcen subrnarines and flylng boots?
Le Thet wes not satisfactory, comrunicntlons.

Qe Did you ever use the subnerines to scout for your csrrier forces?
e thought at one tinme ycur subnerines reported to cerriers
where we were, ond the carriers then lsunched thelr plenes for
attacks: ls that correct?

. he Our subnzrines rceported the locetlion of your flect but not
directly to the c¢c-rrier, The subnerines would report to head=
querters and these reports would be relayed to the flect,

The cerrier planes themnselves nade sesrches ~nd did not expect
cooperation fron subnerinesy generally speaking the cooperation
between aircraft 2nd subrirrines wes not satisfectory.

(s Herly in the war, for the first ycar of tllie war perhaps, your
sibnarines nade usg a lot of trouble, but lszter on we npd very
1ittle trouble with thcne 'We thousht thot perhaps you were
using then for supply ané not attecks: ls that corrcecet?
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As You are right, that was the very rcason; that reason was not
satisfactory for the submarine officer beceuse he wanted our sub-
- parirnes to be used to atisck your Ileet, net uslng ther for
transport.

Qe hslde from the pcrsonsl wishes of the subnarine officers, do you
: fecl 1t was wise from the point of view of the wrr as & whole?
A. Aside from the feeling of the submarine cofficers thet is still
"ot W’iﬂeo

Qe Yhy, then, were they used for transports?
L. Heedquarters made that cdecision.

0. "hat rersons do you believe irnpelled them to mzke that decision?
fie I co not know the reason bccause the Nrvel Generesl Staff nede
the deplsion, and severel Tingg I reportes To then thnat these

tactics were not wises; but nothing was dcne,

Qe Do you. fecl that perhaps this wes done due to the Arny pressure
rather than being the deecision of navel officers?

He In ny personel opinion, I feel that Arny rdiguest wes the rosson.
Another reason is that ocur hcecdgquesrters thcught that the suprlying
for the isleznds is very irmportent becruse rany soldicrs were on
seversl 1slonds, and they woulc Beve no food or mpterial for fight]
that 1s inportent natter,

We In regerc to the use of subrniarines as trensporisy the transport
between JAPLI and G RFANY, were neny subnerines enployed in thet
routc? V/hat types of csrgo or personnel did they cerry?

Ae Sone thrce or four subrzrines were used for transport between
JAPAN and GERIMANY. These subrniarines went to GERMANY with gun
and tin, brought bock meinly arms, plans and sermplese

Qe In the transport to the South Sca Islands I presume you toock in
armunitlon and food; what did you bring beck if anything?
Ae e came beck with our wounded and sick soldiers.

e Whet did you take in principelly--zrmunition, food, whet type?
Ae Principally rice end food and ¢lothing ol arns.

Qe Wasn't any inportence given to bring bmck specirlly trained
pecple, mechenics, elel
Ae “IC cl1ld not bring back spcecial personnel.

Qe Ve thought at the time you were cvacusting naintensance people
from the Northern SOLOMONS: is that untruc?

Le 4 T'ew times onc cr two personnel wes taken beck; cur cim, however,
was to get sick personnel back,

Qe DO you faecl thet any good for the wer cerne fronm this trensport
duty, did eny good corie from it, wrs the use of submerines for

. tronsport profiteble in any wey or entircely useless?

Ae It 1s quite bed tecticsy it is senseless,

Q¢ With regord to the building of srnnll submrrines, the two nien
subnerines, what wes the prineipel purpose of thnt progrem ond
why, particularly toward the end of the wer, ¢icd you you build
SC reny?

e A8 I wrs not in cherpe of that bullding I cannot saye I think
however the resson is theat our Jepanese Nevy expected your force
1s Folng to land on our lendg so to defend agoinst landine we
built up thet small speeciel subnerine, ané a2s we h2d no strensth
to nmaintein the strength in big ships, this wes invented.
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flect operstion to atteck your fleet, |

general use for any attock,

(Vice Adniral MI”ﬂ, Shlgeyosh).

sorie of these snall subnarines were built before the

I think perhaps thet the spccial subnerine wrs to be used for

Do you neen in PEARL HARBOR or enywhere in genercl?
Trey did not think 2t all about PEARL ELFBOFR atteck, but in

how cculd they expect to use then?
in the operstion of fieet
of Uy Tlect grg

But they have short range,
“hey wantcd to use that subnsrine
againset rlect, to put subnerine in fron
attack your flect,

How wenld the subnerine get therey from o bose OF Cprried Uy &
ghip To the getlon?

They werc plenning to bring thet specisl subnerine con boarc of
big ship. They had a specirl cezrrier for thet subnerine, it
wes sunk nerr GUADALCANAL (CHIYODA) .

"as therc ever a thourht of cerrying these sriall subnarines on
YLMATO or WUSLStI°

The MUS/LiSHI 2nd YAMLTO were top-sceret, 1 ¢id
not know, but it 18 Tirst tine I heapd of such &

not scc¢ ~nd do
sursecstion.
The snall subme=rines thet we they
get there? _

Those speclial subnarines were tronsported

re at PSLEL T_TECh, aow oicd

by other bi: subrarines

How nany snall subnerines could esch bilg subrimrine cnrry?

Only one¢ subnrcrine,

¢ supnarines

Towerd the end of the wer you begsn tc builld
s CONSTTUCTLON

of 5,000 tonse "het was the reason for ber
of thpt very large type?
They were plenning to build

a VeEXry lere
£ P b thG

these big subnarines to teke fighter

planes TO gesq 2nd el Fighter ITron the subosrine woulc glicsek
TOUY Crrrier,
That scems a grert derl of effort in ccnstruction and meterial

just to get one plane L0 2T FCE OUY gryTliers.
wes & wise plan
I Ehlne 10 18 n“t wise plan, I opposed 1it,

Do you fecl that

“hose plen wes thet?
I think that weas blanned by Adnirel YAMIIIOX
OppPosc . i @

sOo nobody could

If they were planned as long ago as that, was the originel purposec
to attack our cerriers or perheps attack the UNITED ST.LTES?

That plan riay perhaps neve been for attacking your cities but

as war went on thet p]ﬁn bedéere 1npessible, 50 they plamned o
atteck your crorriers /.8 Chief of Subnis rlngs Offlcers 1 oppesed

1t conpletely, it first this plon wes to build cbout scven

or elght such blig subrierincs but due to the nany odverse oplnions
they decreased that number snd planned tc build about four of then.

Culte apayt from treticel use, whet 1s your opinion of the subnarinc:
The submarine is not = rood subne arine, a8 g subnarinegy zZha your

cefensive nethods preventsd its use, It handled rether well and
cove well, but superstructure wes very bilg, a weak point agsinst
racdar,.
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Qe Wes this type subrerine ever used in an opcreation?

he It wes under the training, but curing the period when 1 was
cortnonder of subnarinc fleet i1t was never used actuzlly in orera-
T1i0h

Qe As far 2s you know, 1t was never actually used during the wer
cxcept 1n tre ANiney
Ae I think they have never used 1t.

Qe Did thcoy ever usc Japenese subnarines to attack our subnerines?

Le 7@ once used subnierines thrt weye Lest year about June our Navy
found your subnerine necer OKINO=DAITO=SHIMA =nd we scnt cut two
srall subrieriness but it was not successful,

Ne Did you ever heve any reports that ycur subrniarines hed founca anc
attacked our subrnerincs?

LAe I received two such reports, one wes neer SINGLPORE, anothcr wes
south of TRUK3; the first 000ﬂ31on occurred in carly pﬂrt of the

WOT o the %uconm occasion I 2o not rernember exectly but a2bout
Lprlil 1943,

O« That results dld you heve fron your Joint operetions with
GERIAN subnmerines thot crme to SINGLPORE?
Le Our Japanese submerines never joined up with Germon subriarines.

Qe But Gerrian submerines did operaste from SINGAPORE, cdidn't they?

Le I think frcm PENLNG, The Gernans were Independent, we hed no
cortiunlcetion, Our Navy helped €0 et fuel for the LGernan
subrierines but had no connection w1th control ¢f thelr operatlions

Qe Do vou know rougshly how many Japrnese submerines werc in the

CENTR.L PLCIFIC at the time wec attocked MARSHALLS~GILBRERTS?

Le Approxinetely 20 Japrnese subnerines, one=third cn stetion at
any tine,

0o Tere your forces at that time still weskeneld by that opersticn
in the INDIAN OCEAN agszsinst our =nierchont shivprling?
ie YCSe that 1s corrcct

Ce In the planning for cdefense of MARSHALLS=GILBIZRTS and your
PACIFIC Islands, was 1t expected your subnarines would cooperate
with your fleet or attzck our flect on thelr own? Did the
subnarine officers expect the flect to join then?

fie Our subnarines, themsclves onlys Lo ghteek your flewtsy they did
not expect cooperetion of our fleat.

e In the ezrly surmer of 1944 did the sene condlition prevall or
did they expect to coopercote with the fleet? That was before
our attack on the MLRILNAS.

Ae I wes not actually in cherge of thet oper-tion but suppose
there wes slight difference in that cperationes Our subnerines
expeeted assistance of cur fle.t but it wes not satisfactorye.

De Ve would like to talk obout use of subnarines in PLLAU and PHILIP&
PINES first of alls

Le VThen the PLLAU Opcration was begun in  Septenber of lest yeor,
we sent out four submerines to PALAU Lrcae.

e What success cid these subnerines have, 7o ycu kncow?

Le Vle sent out threce subnarines to PLL.LU and cne to EALIAELE L, ond
twe of these gent to PLLAU did not rceturns A+ PLLAU our suprsrlines
sank one cruilser or destroyer and cne trensport; =t LLLMIHTL,
they reported one alrcraeft corrler sunk ancd onc cenared.,
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dispose your subnerinces for PHILIPPINL Operetlon°
e ﬁiSpwsLu approxinatcely seven submerines in the sector between
northesst and southeast of LEYTE and three off LIMON By,

Tes this 211 the subnarines you had avallasble?
That wos 21l the subnerines availablees Of course we hoc
in hone woters.,

others

these subnerines arrive in the arca off the PHILIFFINES?
Only three subnerines of then could report here on 25th nmorning

of October, the others wer: still on their way. We 7ot report
which indicrted that your Tesk Force appeared cff FORIICS., sO

we sent out subrierines off FORMNMOS/.. Your Task Force retired to
east »nd we got a report the Lnericrn Task Forces was zcing

ecst, so we tried to intercept with subnerines; but failing in
this, subnarincs ccntinucd on to LEYTE Lreca, Threc. subn-rines
could rench here by the 25th, oné by the next doy 21l Ten of these
subriearines had arrivecs

Vhen Aic

Tas this cdeploynent of submerines rt ¢f the
SHO=GO Plan? '
Yfes, thet ia riphts It Wwrs plab

the SEO Operstion on orcers from Conblned

cff the PHILIPPINES p»o

=

e Gl

to advance and wes part of
Flcet,

Lbout the 17th or 18th of October,
LEYTE, (10 you hove
NO .

g our flect weas rioving toward
subrierines in tHL neichborhood of PLLAU?

BA

During the LEY
weres all you hed
That ten subnerin
of then were dene

rations then, in late Cetober, ten subnarines
e LDid nore o 1N lstery
wans full strength of our subrirrines; scne

ced so our strength there decrenseds

|._a
:---‘I t!-j

Operetil
therce
CS

How nany were lost?
T rerieriber thet five subnerines were 108Le

i

You said thet one subnerine attecked sirerzft cerrier here off
PLL/Uswas thst thc RO=417
Thet is right, 1t wes a small subnierlne,

What instructions were given the subnsrines sent to LEYTE?

There wos no spgc191 ﬂlSuan bt they planried To gitack your Tleet

becruse we werec expectine the LEYTE Operaticn.

Did your submerines therc hove
Japanese Fleety cic they know,
to enter the Gulf thet dey? |
They knew th-t, these subﬂﬂr¢ncs knew thst very well becousce
the vlsn of Opcr tion was mede by the Combined Flect,

wnowledre of the plen of the
for exanple, KURIT. wrs plenning

Lnd each subnerinc cormnander hac o
I think that each cory “nder cic
instructed by the r=dioe.

ccpy of the plan?

net heve & copy but heod been

Whet successes did they hove off LEYTE

I got report . thst two carriers and onc bettleshlip andc onc bilg
tronsport =2nd five cr six snell treonsport ships were sunk, but
I #n not sure of tThe preclse colint

gencrel weas 1t your polley to bellive reports Irom the
subriarine comnanders? How did you eossess the reports?
“le believed the report frcoem the submerine corrmander,
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I believed conpletely the report from the subnarine cormander
beceuse I did not know how many percent to decrease the report;
and I gave quite a severe orcder tc the subrniarine cormmander to
rnake en exact report and to report the exact demesece to the
hknericen Fleets I considered the subnerine captains to be honest,
and we gothered subnarine reports and sent then to headguerters,
and hesdquarters judged the report.

nfter the LEYTE Operation whet use wes rnade of the subrrrines?
None of ny submarines were in the PHILIPPINES inlanc waters.,
ceveral midget subnarines were stationed at CEBU, but these
subnerines were not under ny control,

“lno had the control of these subnerincs?

It was-under the cormand of the Southesst Ares Flect, Adnirel
IIIK T'.-.T;i @

In general were the snall mideet subnetrines sssirncd to AT
Fleet cormanders 2s in this c¢ese, wes thet the usual pract
Thet is correct, Tiis spccial subrnierine is not in the cot
cf subnarine, and was hot uhder ny control, These spcecial
subrarines were divided in severel rsroups such as those under
adnirel NIKAWA, The one=-nen torpedc-submarine wes however,
under ny controli

ca

ko econtrolled the subnerines which attacked our ships in ULITEI?
I sent out eight one-nsn torpedo-subrmrrines to ULITEI to satteck
your flect; they were trensported by twe rerulrsr subnarines,

In your opinion wers thet onc-man torpedo an effective weapon?
I think it is a very rood wcapon,

In general now, consicdcring the operstions throughout the WET o
whet usually linited the length of time o subnorine could stay
out on patrcl? Wes it fuel or shortage of torpedoes?

That 1init is due to thc fuel and oil and woter =nd heelth of

the crew,

These problems forced then to return before they had the OPPOT=
tunity to use up their torpcdoes?

They were very rerely forced to return becsuse of shortegre of
torpedoes,

Lgcin considering the wer as a whole, whet perticulaer problens
c¢ld you heve in operating subnerines, what problens were nost
Seriousy

First 1is your sttacking force wes increasing attrck on our
subnerines, camege wes increasing, construction of submerines
coulc not kcep upe These were the nein difficultices, Seconcly,
the skillful well-trained crews were lost and the new treinesd
crews werc not sstisfeoctory for opceroticn, but our subnerincs
crew never getl tired of subnarine operation.e There was no
trouble with norsle, ond the nunbers of Jepanese Nevy sailors
who wnnted to be subnarine crevwnan wes incrcesing s They
voluntesred

Did you frequently hrve subnerines return with dsn~cc fren our
attacks?

Very frecuently,.

dhy didn't you build niore subnecrines? Did you bulld s nany
nS possible?
Our Nevy wos oblired to build battleshlips,y esircrrft cerricrs;
so the linited natcrisl wos divided 2nd we cculd not build nany
subriarincs,
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TRANSCRIPT of Interrogation (Vice A@ﬂir 1 MIVA, Shl?eyosh).
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Qe Which type of ship wes considered nore lnportant?

Ao

I cennot 1list the order of inmportance of constructicn but our
headquarters allocated the linited netcriel for the vericus
kindof ships.

Ylere subnarine operetions ever hindered by shortage of fuel?

Le '@ 2lweys had plenty of fuelj so for as subnarines are concerneds

nlenty of fucle

Wwhat particular neterisl shorteges were nost ceriticrl?
Steﬁlo

“hat is your opinion of Anericrn nethods of attackine your sube
narines<?

It was quite skillful,

Did you hove good infornetion on cur mctheds from subnarincs
which had been attacked and which esceped =nd rcturned?

Our subnerines which were sttncked by your force,mony of then
did not get back so we ¢1d not get ruch repcrt, 1 did get
gen<ral oplnions and beliefs about the ncethod of attack,

Whieh type of eatteck 41d they ferr mnost, alrcralt or CestIoyers
and escort ships?
Of course, from the ailrcraft,

Why?

Your aircrezft with rrdar attackcd@ ot night when the subnerilne

is floatinge (NOTE: This stotenent is of intepest, in thot so
fer as is known only threc subnierines were sunk by our night

alr attack during the entire war, of which twoc were German anc
on¢ Jopanesc, and all of which Werﬁ sunk in the ATLANTIC OCELN )

Did you feel thet ocur ships had effccetive sound resr for listen-
ins to your subnarines and fellowing then end attacking?
I got quite a few reports thast our submarine wrs attecked by

your destiroyer or othey ship which had deviece for listening
tc scund of engine,

Did you heve any knowlecdgce of our method cof hunting o submarine
by coordination betwecen our ships and nlanes?
I think thet coordinstion between destroyer and aircr=2ft wes

-very skillfuls we feered 1t very ruch,

In general did you feecl thet when our destroyers and ships
dectected the subnmarine they were persistent in stteck, or did ycu
fecl thet they were casily discouraged ond socn grve Up the puraiit?

I hearcd very often thet your ships were persistuint sround Jspanese
subnarincs.

Did the Japanese get any informestiocn of velue fron the Gernans,
any useful infornetion which ezne fron GERMANY?

e got neny good infornetion concerning niethods of using devices
aﬁplﬂSt racaTre

“hart 1s your own professionel opinion of LZnericrn subnerines

an¢ tactics? Do you feel they opernoted will? In whoat particulers
were they weckest?

- Inericean subnarincs crew werc very well trelined, skilllful, and
‘brave, 1t was unexpected, we did not expect such skillfulness,

This is not a conpliment but the truth., One instance is cur
Jopanese cerricr (ainv horie fron the south ares of the PLCIFIC,
that cerrier wes attacked in the night, wincd speed =t 20 r ietcrs,

just a single subnarine and the sane ﬂne attacked twice asgin
the next norning,
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TRLNSCRIPT of Interrogetion (Vice fLdmiral MIVA, Shigeyosh).

Qe Vhich cerrier, cdo you know the nene?

L, I don't remenber, but the attack wes about October of 1last year,
before the LEYTE Battle,off TOKYO BaYe Jncther example 1s the
sinking of the KONGO., As Comnencder of the Sixth Fleet, I
discussecd this operction by the Americen subnarine with ny
officcrs, seying it should be an cxemple to our own forces cof
o breove skillful copcratione I had no knowledge cf the weak=-
necsscs of your submerines.

Qe Do you feel thrt the success of cur submarines was due principally
to supcrior skill, cr to better devices and technical study?

As BO BN °

e You s2id you Adid not expeet this to be the case at the stert

. f the wer, I wonder why?

LAe I expected thet your subnerine crews would be all on the seane
level with Japenese crews and likewise the devices of subnerines;
but they werec superior to the Jspancsec.

Qe Do you feel that the operations cf our subnerines heoG any
cecisive influence on the winning of the war, dc you fecl thet
sone othcr ship was nore important?

Lo I think that is a very inportsnt ruesson, but perhaps not the
nost 1mportant reason,

0. “Mrt other perticulerly irportant resscne such 28 Th2T one .o
you feel Influenced the course of the wrry

Le I think the nicst irmportant rcason 1s your sircreft strength,

s Thst peyticulsr tType of alrereft or Lnplenentaticon 61 2lrerell
was nost inportsnt?

L+ I #ri not expert with sirersft but of eocurge the B~29's Gic prent
cantage in the last fow nonthses Our wer wes lost with the loss
of BAIFLNe 41 frel 1t wzs 2 deelesive battles The loss of SLL1PaN
neent you could cut off our shipping and attack our homelenc,
ané¢ our subrierine coperations wer:c conpletely shut cute

Qe At the beginning of the war ¢id ycu expect & long wor or short
Wor?

Le I thought, this is ny personal opinion, that wer against
imerice wes very cdengerous, we hacd very few chances to get
away with it. Jopenese nilitery forces heve many weak points,
but Anericen force hrs no week points During the pericd when
I was 2 student at the Nevy Staff Ccllege I had the cpinion
which indicrted that we should nct heove the war apcinst finerice,

s Wae thet your opinilon, or Were you told Thet &t the siell Golleged

Le Thot wes ny personal opinlon from the tinle when L was g youngsters
the Japanese heve nany wesk points, Americens noney wrr 2gainst
Amierics 185 oL EOOCs

Qe Was the Arny nore eeger for wer with Anericay did 1T hrve ncre
aptimistic view then the Navy, Co you feel thet the Lrny was
willing to Yipht Lnieyiea?

Ae e nust not sey such e thing, but you shoulc understand thet I
know cne Nevy officcr who hed such an opinion,

s Is 1t true thet the Lrny pecoplce thought the rcst of the world
wos just 1like CHINA

Ae I c2n ngree with your oninicn.
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TRANSCRIFT of Interrogetion (Vice Admirsl MIV4A, Shigeycsh)

Qe We understood that towerd the end of the wer, the Army was
building subrierines to operate itself, Thet sccns sovewhrt
pectliers Do you know whot the reascns were?

Le Wen the iLrnmy plenned thot building up his own submnerine, the
Nevy sice opposed that plan, but the irrmy enswered they were
plennings on building up speclal submarine for supplying these
islands and Arny ¢idn't want to use Nevy subnerine for such
supplying beceuse Nevy subnerine hes more irpertont rilssion
to fight with fleet, and the Nevy agrced with thet plan. The
Navy explained to the arny thet building of subrisrinc very
cifficult, and they wantcd to show hew to builc thems but
nilitary dicd not want to be assisted by Nevy, so nilitary
theriselves built the subrisrines,

(e Did they work?

Le I co not know about nilitary submarine, but I trink they were
of no usc,

Qe ""cn the Nzvy subriarines were supplying Lrny trceps, were these
operaticns controlled by the Lrny or thce Navy ot that tine?
Le It wos undecided,

Ce "ho cordered then to do SCy anc teld then where to o end whrt
supplies tc crrry?

e Conccerning the operstions of supply submarines, thc crders
issucd from Navy Scutheast Arce Comiands for the maoterisl to
be loaced on board the subnerine, thet crder conc fron
Inpcrial Headquerters,
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