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REPORT

ON THE

ADMINISTRATION

OF TIHE

COSSYAII AND JYNTEAIl HILL TERRITORY.

No. 917.
IFroM , _ oo ‘
W. J. A\LLEN, Esquirr,
Meniber of the Doard of Revenue, on Depuiation,
To
A. . YOUNG, EsQUIRE,
Secretary to the Government of Dengal,
Fowr WiLrnrax.,
Dated Cherra Pooujec, the L Lth Oclober 18H%,
Sir,

I nave the honor to report the result of the inquiries which
1 have made with reference to the Orders of Government, No. 116, of the
19th of January 1537, into the existing method of administering the Civil,
Criminal, Revenue, and General Affairs of the Cossyah and Jynteah Hill
Territory.

2. My, Mills visited Cherra Poonjee in August 1853, and bis Report on
that district contaius a full and complete represcutation of the state ot atfairs
in these Hills at that period ; it scoms necessary, therctore, to notice now only
what may have oceurred since then, to explain what measures have been adopt-
ed subsequent to 1853 for the improvement of the administration of publie
aftairs, and to show what has been the practical effect of those measures.

3. The Civil functions of the Political Agent in the Cossyah Hills,
and the Command of the Sylhet Light Infantry Battalion, which had been
. No. 525, conjointly held by Lieutenant-Colonel Lister since Feb-
ruary 1835, were separated from cach other by Orders*
of the Most Noble the Governor ot Bengal, dated the 11th of March 1854,
aud the Qeneral, Civil and Political Administration of the Cossyah aud
Jyntecah Hill "Perritory was transferred to an Assistant attached to the
Assam Commission, who was placed “ preciscly on the same footing as the
“other Prmupal Assistants in the Province of Assam.”

4. Mr.C. K. Hudson, Junior Asgistant Commissioner, was deputed by the
Commissiones to Cherra Poonjec, as an Officiating Principal Assistant Com-
-missioner, and took charge of the district on the 10th of April 1854, from Lien-
tenant G. N, Cave, who was officiating as Political Agent during the absence
- of Licutenant-Colonel Lister, who had proceeded to England on sick leave.
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5. Tt appears that the Commissioner of Assam gavo no instructions
whatever to Mr. C. K. Hudson, in regard to the manner in which his duties
were to be conducted ; but being an Oflicer of the Assam Comnission, Mr.
1Tudson very naturally and properly considered himsclf bound, in his offi-
cial proceedings, to {ollow, as much as possible, the rules, orders and prac-
tice of the Assamm Courts. No Public Notification, however, has been pub-
lished, ecither by the Government or the Local Authorities, regarding the
transfer of this district to the jurisdiction of the Commissionet of Assam,
and the public has never been officially informed what laws, rules and
regulations are in foree in this Hill Territory.

6. Before proceeding to make any general remarks upon the state of
affairs in these Hills, T purposc to notice the allegations and accusations con-
1ained in the Memorials and Correspondence referred to in the 2nd para. of
the Government Ovders, and shall endeavour to show what the facts really
are which have been represented in such different lights by the contending
parties. Messrs. Coleman, Haddan and Brownlow, and certain Caleutta
Merchants, wish to make out, that Mr. H. Inglisis a lawless oppressor and a
monopolist, who upholds and earries on his nefarious commercial speculations
by fraud and violence, whilst Mr. Inglis stigmatizes his opponents and
accusers as a noisy knot of unprincipled and reckless adventurers, who are
endeavouring to encroach upon and ruin his Jong-established and legitimate
trade in these Hills, by tampering with the THI people, with whom he has
commercial dealings, and by exciting them L. false and dcelusive promises
to repudiate their lawful engagements with hin,

7. When T arrived at Cherra Poonjee at the ¢nd of March 1857, I sent,
from the Offices of the Principal Assistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee
and the Magistrate of Sylhet, for all the cases in which Mr, Inglis and his
opponents had been concerned, and soon afterwards Messrs, Coleman, Had-
dan, Ialtford Brownlow and other Gentlemen came to Cherra Poonjee to
make known their gricvances personally to me. 1 have received from the
Sylhet Magistrate 21 cases, and from the Cherra Court 36 cascs, all of
which I have very attentively cxamined and considered. The gravest of
the charges and complaints made against Mr, H. Inglis and the persons sup-
posed to be his dopendents and partisans, are those of Messrs. Coleman,
Haddan and Brownlow. I shall, therefore, procced to report upon them first.

8. T found that, although the offences charged by these three Gentle-
men had been committed in the Cherra jurisdiction, no legal proscedings
had been taken by them in the Cherra Court; complaints had been made
to the Magistrate of Sylhet, and certain inquiries had been instituted into
them by that Officer, but no final orders had been passed. It.appears that
when these cases were first reported, both the Principal Assistant Commis-
sioner and the Syllhet Magistrate entertained doubts as to whether the
place where the offences had been committed, was in the Sylhet or the
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Hill district; this question m'i'ght have been easily and immediately scttled
by either of the district Officers, but no decision thereon was given by either
of thew for more than five months. From inquiries which T have made
there can be no doubt, in my opinion, that the Clerra Court had jurisdiction
in these cases,

9. When T asked Messrs. Coleman, Haddan and Haltord Brownlow,
why they had not prosecuted their charges in the uwsual mauner in the
Chierra Court, they replied that they feli no confidence in that Court,
because it was under the influence of Mr. TI. Iuglis; and they moreover
stated that they did not dare to enter the Hill Tervitory again till they
were gnaranteed personal protection acainst My, Inglis and his servants, |
poiuted out to them, that it was not too late to proceed with their eases in
the Cherra Court; but they declined dving so, and stuted that the inquiries
made by the Magistrate of Sylhet clearly proved their charges, and that
they were willing to rest their cases on those proceedings.  They added
that their witnesses were not then at hand, and that they could unot afford
the expense and trouble of another prosccation.  They furtherore repre-
sented, that their prescut object was not se much to procure the punish-
ment of the offenders, as to demonstrate and prove to the Govermment how
grcat were the diffiealties and dangers that beset Mevchants and Traders
who sought to establish commercial intercourse with these 1l people,
owing to the bancful influence and illegal and violent proccedings ot Mr.

Henry Inglis.

1O, When the matter tcok this turn, T forwarded all the papers of
these eases to the Principal Assistant Commissioner, and instructed him
to allow Mr. Inglis and all the other parties accused, to inspeet the records,
and to submit any defence or explanation they might desire to ofler in
regard to the statcments that had been made against them. T also directed
the Principal Assistant Commissioner to take any cvidence that they
wight be able to bring forward to rebut these grave charges.

11. These orders have been carefully carried out by the DPrincipal
Assistant Commissioner, and the cases arc now complete cnough to enable
me to form an opinion in regard to their merits,

12. The facts of Mr. Coleman’s case, as they appeared in evidence,
are as follows.

13.° Mr. Colemaa left Sylhet on the evening of the Gth of October
1556 to proceed to Cheyla Poonjee, with the view of trading with the Cos-
&yahs of that district; he seems to have been attended by a Moonshee, about
25 or 30 men, said to be coolies, and three or four personal servants. He
arrived at Kuppreya Bazaar, in the Cheyla district, on Wednesday, the Sth
of ()ctober 1866, and took up his quarters in a tent which had been



pitched ot fyx from the place where the Bazaar is held. Tn the afternoon
of the following day, the Wahadadars, Bur Doloye, Berrajan, and a large
number of Cheyla Cossyahs, camne round the tent in a tumultuous and
disrespectful manner; they were kept back, and eventually forced to retive
by Mr. Colemans people. Some slight scuffle ensued, and the Wahadadar
and the Cossyvahs scized and carried off Mr. Coleman’s Cossyah servant
“Sooroop”, It appears that this man was taken to the house of the aforesaid
Berrajan Doloye, where he was kept in duress for about ten or fifleen days.

1.4, The object of the Wahadadars and their followers appears to have
Leen to annoy Mr. Coleman, and to deter him from proceeding on to Cheyla
Poonjee ; Mr, Coleman, however, went on to €heyla, where he arrived
on the following day.  Tle remained there, endeavouring to transact business
with the Cheyla Cossyahs till the evening of the 13th of October, when he
left Cheyla Poonjec in a boat to return to Sylhet.  Duaring the night, whilst
his boat was passing down the Cheyla stream, not far from a placo called
Oomkhabooy it was surrounded Dy a large body of armed men, apparently
Bengalees, who ordered the Manjee to bring the boat to, and attempted to
stop 1t The water being very shallow, the assatlants spread themselves across
the stream and waded up to the boat. Mr. Coleman being unable to oppose
or clude his pursuers, who were pressing on him in a threatening manner,
was obliged at Tast to jump out of the boat, and make the best of Lis way to
the side ; he eventually made his escape on foot, by a foot-path through
the hcavy jungles, to the Sylhet Police Station of Pundooal, w distance

of about 10 or 12 miles.

15. These are the facts in Mr. Coleman’s case which, in my opinion,
have becn sufficiently established by trustworthy evidence.  Mr. Inolis has
impugned the veracity of the complainant and his witnesses, and has point-
ed out certain discrepancies in their statements ; but in my judgment these
discrepancies are not of much weight, and do not affect the general eredi-
bility of their evidence. There is, however, no legal evidence to conncct
Mr. Inglis, orindecd his servants, with these outrages.  The Wahadadars Bur
Doloye and Berrajan Doloye have been recognized as having been present
when the Cossyahs assembled in a riotous and threatening manner at M,
Coleman’s tent at Kuppreva Bazaar ; but it has been found impossible to
identify, in a satisfactory inanner, any of the armed ruffians who attacked Mr.
Coleman’s boat at night, and force him to flee into the jungles; it is, however,
clear that both these offences were committed in the Cheyla Jurigdiction,
and the Wabadadars ought, in my opinion, to be held responsible for them.

. ‘

16, Mr. Tuglis has solemnly denied that he has directly or indirectly
instigated or permitted either his scervants or any other person to attack or
molest Mr. Coleman or any other individual in this or any other manner, and
1 aw incliued to accept this deniul.  Mr. Inglis could not have been aware
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of Mr. Coleman’s iniention t5 visit Cheyla Poonjee, and therefore he could
not have given any orders about this matter; but the Wahadadars of
Cheyla Poonjee, who arc entirely under Mr. Inglis’ influence and control,
would not have dared, I think, to act in this lawless and violent manner to
an European Gentleman, had they not fancied that they were acting in con-
formity with Mr. Inglis’ wishes, and would receive protection from him.

17. Mr, Inglis has asserted that what occurred on the Cheyla strecam
when Mr. Coleman was obliged to leave his boat and seek refuge in the
Jungles, was merely a digpute between Mr. Coleman and two of his (Mr.
Inglis’) Orange Chowkeydars, in which the former was the aggressor.  One
of these Chowkeydars, Juggernath Singh, who was summoned as a witness
on the part of Mr. Tuglis, has admitted he struck Mr. Coleman. The
defence set up by Mr. Inglis and his servants is, in my judgment, very
much wanting in probability and is not entitled to credit.

18. T dirccted the Principal Assistant Commissioner to call upon
the Wahadadars of Cheyla Poonjee to explain why the outrages’ complained
of by Messrs. Coleman, Haddan and Brownlow had been permitted in their
district, and why no exertion had been made by them to discover and bring
to justicc the perpetrators of them. No satisfactory reply has been given to
this requisition ; the Wahadadars have merely averred that they ncither
knew mnor Leard of these occurrences, which, they admit, they must
undoubtedly have done had they taken place in their jurisdiction ; in short,
they have contented themselves with denying facts which, in my opinion,
have been satisfactorily proved, and which must have been within their
cognizance.

19. The scizure and imprisonment of Mr. Coleman’s servant “ Sooroop™
are not denied by tho Wahadadars Bur Doloye and Berrajan Doloye, the
two principal defendants in this casc; but they aver that when the Elders and
Villagers went to Mr. Coleman’s tent at Kuppreya Bazaar on the 9th of
October 1856, this “Sooroop” began rudely to push away the Cossyahs
who bad assembled ncar Mr. Colcman’s tent, and that during the scuffle
that ensued, an old man was tripped up and fell down. The Cossyahs, con-
sidering this an insult to one of their village Elders, seized “Sooroop,” car-
ried him off to Cheyla Poonjee, and kept him for ten or twelve days in confine-
ment in the house of this Berrajan Doloye, for the purpose of calling him
to account for his misconduct before the village Durbar, according to the
customseof the Cossyahs. They assert that “Sooroop” was taken before the
Cheylé Durbar, and released after he had executed a recognizance to conduct
himself with proprioty for the futures I do not credit these statements, and
the very defence shows how insolent and overbearing these Wahadadars and
their followers were when they presumed to seize au Inglish Gentleman’s
servant in the presence of his master and imprison him for several days
. - B
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without trial, for merely obeying his ordeis and keeping off a crowd of
turbulent and offensive Cossyahs who were attempting to force their way
into his master’s tent.

20. The question regarding the venue of this case has never been
decided by the Principal Assistant Commissioner or the Magistrate of
Sylhet ; the latter Officer, by an Order dated the 12th of November 1856,
sent the record for orders to the Principal Assistant Commissioner,
who rcturned it to Sylhet with an Order dated the 27th Idemn, to the effect
that it had not been proved that the offences had been committed in the
Cherra district ; and that the Sylhct Magistrate might dispose of the case
himself, or make a reference on the subject to the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut
under Scction 2 of Regulation VIIL. of 1822. No reference, however, had
been made on the 14th of April 1857, when the proceedings were forwarded
to this office.

21. T will now notice the proceedings of the Cherra Court in this case
of Mr. Colcman, which appear to have given much dissatisfaction to that
Gentleman and others.

- 22. Mr. Coleman made known his complaints to the Principal Assist-
ant Commissioncr at Cherra Poonjee in eight English letters, numbered
from 2 to 9 consecutively ; some of these were dispatched from Kuppreya
Bazaar and Cheyla Poonjee, but the letter-carriers are sai! to have becn
intercepted, and all these letters reached the Principal Assistant Commis-

sioner at Cherra under one cover on the 17th of
Lepg e Octeber 18h (g otoher 1856. On theso letters the following Orders®

: have been recorded by Mr. Principal Assistant Com-

missioner Hudson : —

“ Mr. Coleman’s letters, Nos. 2 to 9 inclusive, were received yesterday,
“ addressed to me under one cover. Mr. Coleman should, however, have adopt-
‘“ed the usual course of submitting his complaints for investigation by
¢ petition in my Conrt, in which form alone they can be attended to. A copy
“of a Bengali Durkhast, filed by Mr. Coleman at the Pundooah Police
“ Pharee of the Sylhet jurisdiction, having been received from the Magistrate
““ of Sylhet, with a request for my co-operation in suppressing affrays between
« Mr. Inglis and Mr. Coleman’s people in my jurisdiction, the Police Darogah
“of this station was yesterday ordered to proceed to the Cheyla Poonjee
“district aud disperse any people assembled there or in the vicinity, either
‘““on the side of Mr. Inglis or Mr. Coleman, who appears, from some Petitions,
“&c., filed in my Court oun the part of the Cossyah Wahadadars and
« Zumeendars of Cheyla Poonjee and Mr. Inglis, to have lately taken a Mr.
“ Brownlow and a large possé of armed people to that place with him. As
“the Wahadadars of Cheyla Poonjee conduct the affairs of their district
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« themselves, subject merely, a$ a dependent Cossyah State, to the Political
“control of this Government, and they are responsible for any breaches
“of the peace that may occur there, foreigners (cither JRuropeans or Ben-
“ galees) should not enter their villages with large bodies of men who are
“likely to cause disturbances and dissensions amoagst their people, without
¢ obtaining their consent, or express authoryy from the Officers of Govern-
“ment, and proper orders have, therefore, been passed on this subject also.
“A copy of this Order is to be sent to Mr. . A. Coleman for his infor-
“mation with advertence to his letters above ulluded to.”

On the 17th of October 1856,* on information reccived from the Sylhet
Magistrate, the Cheyla Wahadadars and Mr. Inglis, Mr.
Principdl Assistant Commissioner Hudson had ordered
the Cherra Poonjee Police Daregah to proceed to Cheyla Poonjee to keep the
peace, and had ordered a Notificationt to be published in
Cheyla Poonjee, that “aliens are in future prohibited

* Appendix No. 1.

+ Appendic No. 1 A,

“from proceeding into the Cheyla district accompanied by large gangs of
“people who are likely to cause riots and disturbances there, except under
“ the authority of Government and with the consent of the Wahadadars”
This Notification was submitted for the orders of the Agent to the Gio-
vernor General on the North East Frontier, who approved and sanctioned
it by a Procceding under date the 24th of October 1856.

93. On the 31st of October 1856, the Principal Assistant Commis-
sioner at Cherra Poonjee, with the view of preserving
the peace in Cheyla Poonjee, passed another Order, pro-
hibiting “any European or Bengalee aliens,” either armed or collected in
large parties, from entering that district for the purpose of trade, “or with any
other intent,” without having first obtained the consent of the Wahadadars.

* Appendix No. 1 B.

24. To these two Proceedings of the Principal Assistant Commis-
sioner, dated respectively the 17th and 31st of October, the Memorialists have
urged strong, and I think, rather reasonable objections. They represent that
the Principal Assistant Commissioner has prematurely assumed, without any
inquiry, that Mr. Inglis was in the right and they in the wrong, and that the
eflect of these Orders will be to give and confirm to Mr. H. Inglis a close
monopoly of the trade of the Cheyla district.

25. After a careful consideration of all the circumstances of the case,
it seems to me that these Orders are not judicious ; they are not, I am satis-
fied, necessary for the preservation of the peace, and we are under no moral
or political obligation to uphold the authority of the Wahadadars against
the wishes, and, I may add, the rights of the people in a matter of this kind.
The present Wahadadars are notoribusly the creatures of Mr. Inglis, and if
“no person be allowed to enter the district without their permission, it is very
clear that-the trade of Cheyla will be vxrtually clo»ed agamst every trader
but Mr. Inglis and his dependents.



96. I am of opinion that these obnoxicus prohibitory Orders should be
entirely and 31111nediatcly reseinded, and that full freedom of trade should
be restored to the inhabitants of the Cheyla district. 1f the present
Wahadadars cannot or will not perform their official duties with uprightness
and impartiality, the Cheyla community ought to be permitted to elect
others, in conformity with the ancient customs of their country.

27. The facts which seem to me to be proved in the casc of Mr. R. G.
Haddan and My, Halford Brownlow are as {follows.

28. Mr. R. G. Haddan, who had been engaged by Messrs. Gladstone,
Wiyllie and Co., of Calcutty, to visit and obtain information regarding the
Petroleum ‘Wells in Assam and these Thlly Tracts, left Chattuck, by water, on
the night of the 16th of October 1856, accompanicd by Mr. Halford Brown-
low, to inspect a Petroleum well which was said to be somewhere in the viei-
nity of the village of Cheyla. They travelled in a small dinghy, which
wus worked by two boatmen, and were attended by one personal servant.
About 8 A. M. on the 17th of October 1856, when their boat had arrived at
about two reaches below Kuppreya Bazaar, and not far from Katta Ghaut, its
further advance was opposed by two elephants and a large gang of Club-
men, having the appearance of Bengallee “lattials”; these men hailed the
Manjee and ordered him to stop and bring the boat to the river side. When
this mandate reccived no attontion, the Clubmen spread themselves across
the shallow water, and forcibly prevented the boat from procceding any fur-
ther up the stream towards Cheyla Poonjee.  There was a rvespectably clad
native mounted on an elephant, who appeared to Le directing the movements
of the Clubmen, Whilst Messrs, Haddan and Brownlow were parleying
with their assailants, some of them made a rush upon the Gentlemen, and
succecded in wresting a gun from Mr. Haddan’s hands. The Clubmen then
geized, beat, and otherwise maltreated these Gentlemen, dragging them
through the water to a single pole tent which was pitched on the River-bank,
and in which they were detained in their wet and bloody clothes without
food till about ¢ v. M., when they were conveyed in a small boat to
Chattuck, and placed on board Mr. Haddan’s budgerow there, about 10 p. u.

29. Messrs. Haddan and Brownlow have asserted that their boat was

completely “gutted” by the Clubmen, and that they were robbed of
property valued at about 200 Rupees.

30. The evidence does not show whether any property was plundered ; but
the facts above stated appear to me to have been satisfactorily established.

31. These Gentlemen were strangers in that part of the country, and
had with them only one servant and two boatmen, who were equally unac-
(uainted with the pcople and the country, and in consequencé it has been
found impracticable to identify satisfactorily the ruffians who perpetrated this
diggraceful outrage; but the inquiry of the Cherra Poonjee Police Darogah
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shows that a tent and some ¢ephants belonging to Mr. Inglis had been at
0 . 4

or near the place where these offences were committed, on or Wbout the 17th

of October 1856.

32. There is not, T think, full legal proof that this outrage was
committed by the servants of Mr. Ingliz, but there is very litile doubt on
my mind that they were the partics concerned init.  No other person had
an English tent and clephants in that neighbourhood at or about that time,
and it seems to me that Messrs. Haddan and Brownlow had good grounds
for supposing that their conardly assailanis were the servants of Me. H.
Inglis.  There could be no exense {for this lawless violence, for these two
CGreutlemen, one of whom was in a very bad state of health, could not be
suspeeted of wishing to ercate disturbances, or indeed to interfere with any

person’s commercial atlaivs in the Cheyla district.

33, Mr. H. Inglis has most colemnly denied that he had any thine to
do withi this outrage “direetly or indiveetly,” and I have no reason to doubt
the sincerity and trath of that denial; 1t is clear that he did not know that
these Gentlenen were going to Chievla Poonjes. The servants of powerful
Zumceendars and Merchauts are but too prone to carry things with a high
hand in the Molussil, and it iz, I think, probable that Mr. Inghis” servauts
imagined that these two Geotlemen were going to Cheyla Pooujee on the
same errand as My, Colem:an, and that without the orders or knowledoe of
their master, they adopted these ontrageous incasures to prevent the travellers
from going in that divection. T believe this to be the true state of the case.

34. This outrage has been commitled in the Cheyla district by a
large gang ot men, who must have been assembled for some days in a con-
spicuous spot near Katta Ghaut for this or some other unlawlul purposes, and
the Wahadadars, who are responsible to the Government for the peace and
gooil order of their district, mads no report ou the subjeet to the Prineipal
Assistant Comnmissioner, and have pretended that they knew nothing at all
about the matter; it moreover appeuars that they have done -their best to

sereen the offenders.,

33.  As the complaints made by Messrs. Coleman, Haddan and Brown.
low were of a very serivus nature, I thought it my daty to call npoa
Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson to explain why he had not
investigated them on the spot, and had not adopted prompt and energetic
nmeasures to discover and bring to justice the perpelrators of these daring
' o and disgraceful offences. I transcribe what Mr. Hudson
16;,1\{‘@;57‘,211§;,af)}}*:°1’°" has said* in explanation of his proceedings in these
‘ cases :—* With advertence to the 4th para. of your letter,
“ and the explanation thercin called' for from me as to why I did not take
“ measures ab the time to investigate these serious charges, personally on the
«spot, I beg to say that I did not receive any intimation of them until four
“ or five days after they were said to have occurred, and there being at that



( 10 )

& time upwards of 33,000 Rupees in my custedy, my Sherishtadar, who also
“ acts as Tredsurcr, being absent on leave for the Dusserah vacation, and
“ having no Assistant to whom 1 could make over charze of wmy Treasury,
¢« Jail, and other current duties here, T did not think myvsclf at liberty to
“leave the station without authoerity; and as  Messrs,

-

-

Coleman and
Naddan had carried their cases into the Sylhot Court, and remained at

that station without any apparent desire that I should investigate their
complaints, I had reason to believe that their charges were exagoerated,
and T therefore considered it sutiicient to depute wmy Police Darogah

BN

-

3

-

-
-

to Chieyal Poonjee to keep the peace and disperse any riotous persons

-

whom he might find assewbled there: ordering him, at the same time,

to make an enquiry as to what had actually taken place in my juris-
diction; but it will be scen from his reports, which are filed with the

-

~

13

cases, that e found every thing perfectly quiet on his arrival, and could
obtain no satisfhctory intelligenee cither from the villagers or neighbours

3

-

‘ regarding the alleged aggressions. ”

36. I donot consider this explanation to be altogether satisfactory ; T
think Mr. Hudson ought to have procecded at once to the spot to investigate
the charges and arvest the offenders  There was nothing, so far as [ can
learn, at the station, which ought to have detained him there on such an
occasion. The treasure would have been perfectly safe under the Military
Guard, and the current duties of his office at the sudder station during the
Dusserah vacation could not have been of much importance - authority was
not required to enable im to leave his Head Quarters ona duty of this urgent
nature. The Native Police Darogah, sent to muke inquiry, did nothing, and
perhaps worse than nothing, for his proceedings seem to indicate that he
wished it to be believed  that the complaints of these English Gentloren
were false. No Native Police Officer of the district ought to have Leen
trusted on such an occasion, for not oue of them would dare to report un-
favorably of Mr. Inglis or his servants.

37. After having very attentively considered the proceedings of the
Cherra Court in these cases, I am bound to say that, in my humble opinion
the complainants had some grounds for being dissatisfied with them ; though
perlaps there is nothing in them absolutely wrong or contrary to law or
official usage, 1t is apparent that there has been no active or zealous endea-
vour to discover aud bring to justice those who have violated the laws in
this flagrant manner.

38.  All the other cases seut to' me {rom the Sylhet and Cherra. Poon-

jee offices are petty, cases of assault, oppression, false complaint, and the
like ; they are the ordinary charges and.cross charges which parties quarrcl-
ling prefer against cach other in Mofussil Courts.  Not one of these cases
seems to require any notics here ; thereappears to be nothing objectionable
in any of the proceedings of the local authorities connected with them, =~
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39, During the time I*have been at Cherra Poonjee, all persons of
every degreo have had the fullest opportunity of brinsing to My notice their
grievances and complaints.  Not many charges have bcml made against
Mr. Inglis and his servants.  Messrs. Coleman and Swectland  ecame to
this station and rcmained here for some time ; both of them were avowedly
very hostile to Mr. Inglis, and certainly gave much cncouragement to every
person who had, or fancied he had. a grievance against Mr. Inglis to come
forward and complain against that Gentleman.

40, Tshall now offer a few remarks upen those complaints made to
me which seem to be of the most importance and the wost deserving of
notice.

41. 'There are two l..iajahs of Mahram, one of the petty Jdependent
(Cossyah States ;—Oosecp Sing, who is called the © Dholah Rajah,” is the prin-
cipal Chieftain, and Ramsye, wbd is known by the cognomen of “ Kalah
“Rajab,” is his Licutenant ; both these Rajahs appointed Mr, G. A, Coleman
their Mooktear to assist  them in makine several complaints against

Mr. Inglis before me.

42, Rajali Oosecp Sing complained that Mr. Inglis was in collusion
with the “ Kalalh Rajah,” with the view of causing the said Licutenant to
resist his authority, and oppose his administration of the affairs of his
district; he also complained that Mr. Inglis had taken wrongful possession
of some of the Mahram Lime Quarries,

43. These accusations were not at all proved, and were, in my opinion,
without foundation. The allered collusion with Rajah Ramsye certainly
did not exist; on the contrary, it is very evident, that the “ Kalah Rajah”
and the * Dholuh Rajah™ were of one mind as far as Mr. Inglis-was con-
cerned, for the former subscquently came to Cherra Poonjee and made
complaints before mc on his own account against that Gentleman. On
enquiry it turncd out that Mr. Inglis held Rajah Ooseep Sing's Liwme
Quarries under a lien for an advance of rents made to the Rajah, and that
Mr. Inglis had not been able to work the Quarries.

44. Rajah Ramsye, the “ Kalah Rajah” of Mahram, complained to me
that he and his brother Qoksin had been compelled by the threats of Mr.
Inglis to grant to that Gentleman two leases of their Lime Quarries at
“Tunglah,” in the Mahramw country. It appeared that the complainant had
given to Mr. Inglis a twenty years’ leaso of these Quarries on the 23vd of
September 1852, and that this lease had been registered by the Rajah in
person before the Assistant Political Agent, Lieutenant G. N. Cave. The
Rajah, ou being questioned, adimitted, that he had registered the lease, but
averred that Mr. Inglis had threatened to throw him into Jail if he refused
to do so. - He produced no proof that the lease had been obtained from him
by improper means, and moreover his brother “ Qoksian” came forward. and
wholly repudiated the statements of the “Kalah ‘Rajah,” so far ‘as he
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(* Ooksin ) was concerned, and he positively denied that he had authorized
any person to make any complaint in his nawme or on his behalf against
Mr. Inglis; he also stated that the leases had been given fairly and volun-
tarily to Mr. Tnglis by his brother and himself, T ought to mention that
since the leases in question had been exceuted, Mr. Mills and Colonel
Jenkins had paid oflicial visits to Cherra Poonjee, and the Rajah had made
no complaint to cither of them, neither had be ever alluded to the matter
to Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Fludsen, with whom he had bad
many interviews on other matters of business,

15, These charges would not stand the test of inquiry and fairly broke
down ; 1 am decidedly of opiniun that there is no truth in them. My convie-
tion ix, that they never would have been made had not this very ignorant
Chief, und his equally ignorant brother, Qoscep Sing, been persuaded by
sotne unprincipled and designing pevsons that they would obtain some very

srreat advantages by accusing Mr. Inglis.

16, Mr. W, H. M. Sweetland, Agent to the Sylhet Coal Company,
e AV 1T M S complained to me that the servants and dependents of
land’s compluintsagainst. My, Tnglis had foreibly removed very large quantities ot
Mr i e uthers g estone belonging to Messrs. W, Moran and Co,, of
Calcutta, {rom Choon Cherra, Lamasain, and Buvr Ghaut, and that he could
obtain neitlier protection nor redress from the Court of the Principal Assist-

ant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjec.

47. 1 called for all the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s proceedings in
this matier, and direeted him to submit any explanation he might wish to offer
regarding Mr. Sweetland’s statements. 1 have examined the record very
closely, and found no proot that Mr. Inglis” servants had removed any Lime-

stove belonging to Mr. Sweetlind’s employers from Choon Cherra or from
the other plices mentiened by him, and alter a very careful serutiny of all the
Prineipal Assistant Commissioner’s proccedings and orders in this case, I
failed to detect any irregularity, injustice or impropriely in them. Mr. Inglis
'was the Government Lessee of the Choon Chierra and Letting Cherra
Linme Quarries; Mr. Sweetland, who had formerly worked these Quarries,
had received timely mnotice from the Principal Assistunt Commissioner te
remove the limestone that had been quarried by him.  If indeed Mr. Inglis’
servants have removed any limestone which did not belong to their master,
the proper course fur Mr. Sweetland was to sue Mr. Ioglis in the Civil side
ot the Local Court.  Mr. Swectland’s allegations respecting the partiality
and denial of justice to him on the part of the Cherra Court are altogether
without proof, and, L verily believe, ensirely without foundation also.

48. Mr. W. H. M. Sweetland presented a Petition to me,v charging
Mr. Inglis' servants with stopping boats and exacting tolls by force from
persens proceeding by water to attend the Bazaar at Burr Ghaut. = I caused



vhis matter to be thoroughly~.investigated, and no satisfactory proof was
abtainable that tolls had been systematically levied by Mr. Tuglis’ servants,
though from whag was elicited incidentally during the inquiry, I am rather
disposed to believe that some of Mr. Inglis® Choon Cherra servants may have
occasionally stopped and demanded tolls from parties proceeding towards
the Burr Ghaot Bazaar. It is clear, however, that there had not been any
systematic oppression of the kind degeribed and charged by Mr. Sweetland.
The Principal Assistant Commissioner has issued the strictest orders to
Mr. Inglis’ servants at Choon Cherra, positively prohibiting them from
interfering in any manner with persons going to Burr Ghaat, and as I have
heard no further complaints on this subject, it is to be hoped that these
malpractices, which are but too common cvery where in Bengal, may have
been effcctually suppressed,’

49.  Mr. G. A. Coleman made contracts with some of the Cossyahs ol
‘ Mowlong Poonjee for the supply of limestone, and when
Mr. Gl AL Coleman’s ; o . .
complaint against Mr.  these people went into the village to work for that geutle-
Tuglis and others. .
> man, a quarrel cnsued between them and sdme of My,
Inglis’ servants and a party of the Mowlong Cossyahs who sided with
Mr. Tuglis. The cage was taken info the Court of the Principal Assistant
Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee, and five Cossyahs on Mr. Coleman’s side
were convicted of assault, and senteneed to pay a fine of 6 Rupees each, and
were ordered cach to furnish a recoguizance and surety of 100 Rupees,
under the provisions of Act IV. of 1848, to keep the peace towards the
people of Mr. Inglis for one year. The defendants, heing unable to find
the required seeurity on the spot, were comnitted to Jail and detained there
for two days till the required sccurities were fortheoming.

50. Mr. G. A. Coleman complained much of this deecision of Mr.
Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson, and more than insinuated that
partiality had been shown to Mr. Inglis.  The case subsequently came before
me in appeal, and I modified the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s orders ;
hut there was nothing at all in his procecdings. which showed any bias in
favor of cither of the contending parties, and I am quite satisfied that there
was none.

+ 51. A few other petty complaints have been made to me against the
Cherra Poonjee Court and Mr. Inglis; but not one of them, in my judgment,
has been at all substantiated, and as I have no reason whatever for believing
that- there is any truth in them I think it unnecessary to enter into any
detail of them here.

52. A great clamor has been raised against the administration of
szxl aud Criminal Justice and public affairs iu general in these Hills, and
the district Officer, Mr C, K. Hudson, lias had more than one rather clever
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and very unscrzpulous accuser. 1 have patiently listened to and very
attentively considered every complaint that has been brought before me-
ivery one who desived to obtain redress or to afford igformation has had
casy access to me at all times.  Having heard and weighed well every thing,
I feel it my duty to represent, that I am quite satisfied that Mr. Principal
Assistant Commissiener Tludson has adwinistered the aflairs of his district,
ever since he has been in charge of jt, with perfect. uprightness and with
considerable ability and success. 1 have already mentioned the instances in
which, I think, Mr. Hudson has erred in judgment; but T am fullv and
firmly persuaded that he has always acted in good faith, and with an houoest
and zealous desire to do his duty.

53, Before I enter upon other matters, T think it way not be out of
place here to record my opinion that all the complaints and accusations
made against Mr. Inglis regarding the maintenance and support of his
trade in these Hills by violent and unlawful means, have not heen establish-
ed, and are uvot, I think, true.  The overwhelming and paramount influence
undoubtedly possessed by this Gentleman in these Mountains has not been
acquired, as the Memorialists would represent, by fraud and violence ;
it has been produced by other causes and other means. T shall have ocea-
sion to notice this subject more fully n the sequel, in my remarks upon the
state of Trade in these Hilly Tracts.

54. The Principal Assistant Commissioner in charge of the Cossyah
and Jynteah Tlills, as 1 have already observed, conducts his official duties
according to the Rules and Regulations that are in force in the Provinee of
Assam for the admuustration of Civil and Criminal Justice.  Tis oflicial
designation is “ 2nd Class Principal Assistant to the Commissioner,” and
he exereises, in all Civil and Criminal matters, the powers of a senior
Assistant Commissivner as defined i the Assam Rules. He tukes up and
decides orviginal suits of every deseription and amount that are instituted
in his Court, aud hears appeals from the decisions and orders of the Viilage
Chiefs and Tlders of the conquered Cossyali Villages and of the Jynteah
Hills.  In his eapacity of Magisurate he has general charge of the Police of
the district, and all eriminal trials of persons charged with offences commit-
ted within his Magisterial jurisdiction are, in the first instance, held by him.
He decides cases within his own competency uuder Clauses 4, 5, and 6
of the Ist Seetion of the Assam Criminal Rules, and refers to the Deputy
Commissioner, under Clauses 4 and 5 of the 2nd Section, all trials of heinous
offences held by him with the assistance of a Native Jury, which require to
be veferred to that authority.

55.  As this district has not yet been formally placed under the juris-
diction of the Board of Revenue, it has beeu the practice to conduct its Re-
venue, as well as its Political,- duties in the “ Agency Department.” The
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petty Political and Revenue eases, which formerly were decided by the
Assistant Political Agent, are now finally disposed of by the Principal Assist-
ant Commissioner ; but all settlements of Land, Sayerand Abkaree Revenue,
all successions of Chicttains in the semi-dependent and dependent States, all
important boundary and other disputes between the Cossyah Chicfs, and
indeed all cases which, under the former regimé, came under the cognizance
of the Political Agent himself] are now enquired imto and reported on by the
Principal Assistant Commissioner to the Governor Genevals Agent and
Commissioner, for final orders.

56, Inall petty Criminal cases, the orders contained in the 6th Clause
of the 2nd Scection of the Assam Criminal Rules have been carried out
appavently with a very bentficial result ; in these cases the evidence is taken
wivd voce, and only the substance of it is recorded in the Principal Assistant
Comissionet’s Knglish Note Book, and orders are passed at once.

57. In Civil suits of small value the mode of procedure enjoined by
Clause 6 Section 2 of the Assam Civil Rules has been generadly adopted,
though apparently with but moderate advantage.  This confronting o liti-
gants seems to be tolerably successful when the parties are in the same sphere
of life, and are about cqually ignorant ; but the Principal Assistant Commis-
sioner has informed me, that it has been found very harassing to persons
residing at a distance from the sudder station, and in scveral instances,
defendants have submitted to have caparte deerces for a small amount given
against them, rather than be put to the inconvenicnee of appearing before
the Court.  No doubt there are disadvantagesin this straightforward and
speedy method of settling petty Civil suits; but L am inclined to think that,
on the whole, it has worked well here as well as elsewhere, and that its
advantages preponderate considevably over its defeets ; besides, the Assam
Rules provide an effectual remedy against any abusce of this power of sum-
moniny  plaintiffs and  defendants, and the Deputy Commissioner would
always prevent any injudicious aud oppressive enforcement of this very
useful rule.

58, The Judicial anomalies pointed out in Mr. M:lls" Report hiave Leen,

for the most part, removed by the amnexation of the Cossyah and Jynteah

Hill Territory to the Assam Commissionership. The Cherra Court has.
jurisdiction over all Native subjects of the British Government in all Civil
and Criminal cases occurring in any part of these Iills: hut it appears to
me very, doubtful whether European Dritish subjects are amenable to that
Court in Civil matters belonging to the semi-independent and dependent

‘States. - I incline to think that the provisions of Acts X1. of 1836, and 111.

of 1 839,- do not extend to these States. This, however, seews. to be a rather
~nice point of Law, and I beg to suggest that the Government should consujt.
.thé‘irLa.‘v.v. Officers. on the subject. It is a matter of much importance that
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the legal status of Furopeans in these Stakes should be authoritatively
defined and determined, for till this has been done, it will not be possible for
them to enter with advantage into any extensivo commercial transactions
with the Clicfs and people of these districts.

59.  The following rather Lard case has been brought to my notice;
but in the present state of the law there scems to be no remedy for the
complainant.  Quarter Master Sergeant W. Bardin built a house on specu-
lation by contract on ground beyond the limits of the Cherra Poonjee
Military Cantonment, and has usually rvesided therein. The contractor, one
Mahumud  Jumma, after completing the house, claimed a balance of
Rupees 85-8-9 [rom the Scigeant on account of work done, and being
unable to obtain payment, sucd him on the Civil side of the Principal Assist-
ant Commissioner’s Court.  That Officer referred to the Deputy Commis-
sioncr of Assam for instractions as to whether he had jurisdiction in a suit
of this kind, and the Deputy Cominissioner ruled that he had not, and that
the suit ought to be decided by a Military Court.  Accordingly the case
was strack ‘off the filo of the Principal Assistant Cowmissioner, and the
Plaintiff was divected to bring his claim before the Military Court at this

~ station. When the Contractor wished to sue the Sergeant
g‘ltlt?&?s i:r(’f}::m‘lnljc:] in the Military Court of Requests, he was informed®
Army,”Section NX1IL.,
“Court, of Reguests,”
'f':;l‘?l’,sk“(’ﬁm*l"': Page Army,” Furopean Nou-Commissioned Othicers “are not
o “amenable to Courts of Request,” and *hat his sait could

that, under the “General Regulations of the Bengal

not be entertained. 1 believe that both the Civil and Military Authorities
have decided correctly under the Laws and Regulations in force, and that a
creditor of an European Non-Commissioned Oflicer of the Army has no
legal remedy against his debtor. 1t may be very right and expedient that
Buropean Non-Commissioned Officers of the Army should not be liable to
actigns for debt; but I think they ouglt not to be permitted to build houses,
to reside out of Cantonments, and have other facilities of obtaining credit
and incurring debt. which they would not possess if they were held under a
stricter Military discipline. I am informed that this is not tho only case of
the kind that has occurred lately at this station.

60. All appeals from the decisions of the Principal Assistant Commis-
stoner in Political, Dolice and Revenue cases lie to the Governor General’s
Agent and the Commissioner, aud all Civil and Criminal Appeals, which in
the Regulation Provinees would be made to the Civil and Sessions Judge, go
to the Deputy Commissioner of Assam.

61. T append hercto three Tubular Statements which show the state of
business in the oflice of the Principal Assistant Commissiongr during the
years 1854, 1855 and 1856. The work cannot be considered heavy during
any of these three years. ' ’



¢ 17 )

No. 1.

e
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Asststant Commissioner’s Office at Cherra during 1854, 1855 and 1850.
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No. 3.

20

MEMORANDUDM of Persons brought (o trial during the year.
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I have inspected a good many of the Principal Assigtant Commis-
sioner’s proceedings, taken a hap-hazard from every Department of his
Oftice with the view of forming an opinion in regard to the manner in
which public business has been ordinarily transacted by that Officer. T
may safely state that cvery thing that full undor my observation seemed
to indicate that the presiding Officer was a very laborious, pains-taking and
intelligent public servant. There appears to have been nolack of diligence,
no unnccessary detention of witnesses during the years 1854, 1855 and
1856. No witness in the Foujdarry and Dewanny Departments was detain-
ed more than four days, and the great majority of them were examined and
discharged on the first day of their attendance.
.

G2. T have the honor to submit herewith two Statements of Appeals
made during the years 18534, 1355 and 1856, to the Governor General's
Agent and Commissioner, and to the Deputy Commissioner of Assam.

STATEMENT of Appeals lo the Governor General's Agent and Commissioner
of Assam from decisions of the Cherra Court in 1804, 1855 and 1856,
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STATEM ENT of Appeals to the Depuly Commissioner of Assam from decisions
of the Cherra Court in 1854, 1855 and 1856.
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It will be observed that very few ecases have been earried before the
Appellate  Authorities, which is attributable, T think, partly to"the ditlie ulty
experienced in making appeuls to the Courts at Gowhatty, which will be
noticed presently.

63. Since Mr. Mill’s visitin 1833, a considerable addition has been made
to the Police Force of the district under the Orders of Govermment, dated the
3rd of August 1855, No. 1882, The Police Establishmeut at the sudder sta-
tion has been strengthened, and two Police outposts have been established, -
one at Nungklow on the Sylhet and Assam high road, the other at Jowaie, the
principal village of the Jyuteah Hill Territory.  The latter station has been
found particularly useful since May 1857 in watching the road to Assam and
preventing dangerous characters from entering that province by that route.
The increase of the Police certainly has been attended with much adtautage.
The Police dutics of the district have been more elliciently performed, and
the Nuugklow and Jowaic outposts not ouly have been a great protection to
Traders and Travellers, but have furnished much usetul information regarding
oceurrences in thosc parts of the country, of which nothing would have been
known under the former system.

G4. The fiscal aflairs of the distriet have improved very much since

. 1853, and much attention has been bestowed upon them
* Appendix No. 2,
. - . - - . - rgy
by Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Iludson. The
accompanying Comparative Statement
REVENULE. accompa ying ompara, wtemen

T marked A.* shows what the Revenuc of the
lq 30| 18HT-58 Increase. T QP . QrT =
L district was in 1853-54 and in 1857-58,
i Rs. As. PO Bs. As. 0 s, Axl P e . ey o o i vy - o
Lot 5 11 ‘123,0“3‘ 5 ?"’ o512 ¢t The increasc of the latter year amounts to
' L _} Rupees 21,975-12-6 per annum.

65. This increase of Revenue has been derived chiefly from the rents of
the Lime Quarries of the conquered Cossyah Villazes and the Jynteal Iills,
which, under the orders of Government of the 25th of August 1855, No 265,
have been declared to be the property of the State, and have been let on lease

to Mr. H. Inglis.

66. A THonse Tax, which yielded a Revenue of 512 Rupees for the
vear 1857-58 has been levied, with the sanction of the Governor General's
Agent, for certain families of the Meekir tribe, who, with the view of escap-
ing the House Tax levied from them in North Cachar, have emigrated from
that disfrict and scttled at Qompoong and other places in the J ynteah Hills,
not far from the Kopili River, which fgrms the bonudary between North Cachar
and the Jynteah Hill Territory. A Tax of 2 Rupees per house, which is the

North Cachat rate, has been imposed upon these new settlers in the J yntmh
Hills.



67. 'The Chicftain of the dependent *State of Jeerung, who has ex-
tensive forests on the confines of Lower Assamn, represented to the Principal
Assistant Comumissioner, that he found it impossible to realize his dues from
the Wood-cutters of the Kamroop district, who cut his timber and would
not pay for it. The Principal Assistant Cominissioner, with the sanction of
the Governor General’'s Agent, entered into a judicious arrangement with
the Rajah, by which these forests were transterred to the Government, under
an agreement that the Rajal was to receive a woiety of the rents obtained
by the Government for them. These forests have been leased for the year
1857-58 by public auction at Gowhatty, by the Principal Assistant Com-
missioner of that district, at an annual rent of 305 Rupces,—onc-half of
which will be paid to the Rajah, aud the other half credited to the

Government.

68.  When Rajah Sadhoo Sing, of Jeerung, waited on e, he told me
that for many years he had been defvauded of his ducs by the Assam Timber
Merchants and Wood-cutters, and he expressed bimsell very well satisfied
with the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s arrangements, and scomed very
grateful to that Gentleman for the iucrease of income which he had obtained
by them.

G9. In the rental of the conquered Cossyah village of Mamloo Poonjee,
therc has been a decrcase of Rupees 19-12, which

1

| _ RthveENUE- i bas been occasioned by several of the inhabitants

f]sa.;ﬂf 1857-58, Deerense. | having  been  carried  off by  Cholera  during

’—R:—— 1 A e As [ the year 1837-58. The rent is derived from a

A PO House Tax, which has three rates, viz.. 1 Rupee,
-

12 Annas, and 8 Annas per house, All widows
and panpers are exempted from this tax, which appears to be very moderates
and has been levied with diserimination and with a proper regard to the

weans of the people.

70.  The Royalty levied from the Lakadong Coal Mines in the J ynteah
Iills, which are at present worked by Messrs. W,

: o hoval l_\ C | Moranand Co, of Calcutta, has increased somewhat
1 1853, i toat, | Tuerense. | gince the year 1853 ; but the existing arrangements

Re. As. P Rs, As P R As Pl are not, 1 my opinion, satisfactory, and it is my

62 13 3200 6 VL2 9 6| i _ X
' | | intention to suggest others in this Report.

71. (.jis\'ix'ng to the judicious management of Mr. C. K. Hudson, there
has been a rather considerable increase in the
amount realized by the salc of the Tribute Goats
Torene. | Dresenied anpually to the Government by thf_a'.
t ;i——————1 Dulloys and Village Chiefs and Elders of the
éo.f A.; ‘2, }:gAf.s[o lé;’ 3:: f.‘ 1 Jynteah Hills, The animals have been dxsposed_'

= L —!of by public auction under the personal superin-:
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tendence of the Principal Assistant Commissioner; formerly, I believe, the
L 4
sales were entrusted to the Native Officers of the Court, and hence, in all
probability, the diffcrence in the amount realized.

72. The ground rents of the Building lands in the station of Cherra
Poonjce have inecreased since the year 1853-54. 1In that
year there were 8 lots paying an annual aggregate rent of
94 Rupees ; in 1857-58 there were 13 Building lots which yielded an annual
rent of 148 Rupees. These station lands are let for building purposes on
leases of 99 ycars at the rate of 1 Rupce per beegah, agrceably to tho Orders
of Government, dated the 23rd of January 1832,

Tnerease, Rupecs 54.

73. The boundaries of the Military Cantonments of Cherra Poonjee
have only lately been defined according to Regulation XX. of' 1810, and the
occupied lands, which, after the Cantonment boundaries had been adjusted, fell
beyond their limits, have been asscssed by the Principal Assistant Commis-
sioner under the orders in foree, and this has oceasioned the increase in the

station ground rents above noticed. .

74 Several large TFisheries, at

] lNT or FISITERIES . . .
e . ! the foot of the Jynteah Iills, which
’
|

|

! .

[ 1833-54. j 1857-58.
|

|

: ‘ "___(; I“""_“_"‘S‘" are annually leased to the highest bid-

Rs. R Rs. ders, have increased verv considerably

i ' L 1203 : y $ ery considerably
t

in value since the year 1833-54.

75. All the other items of Revenue remain about the same as they

were 10 the year 1853-54.

76. The only Abkarree Revenue, except what is realized from the
sale of a small guantity of Opium in the Military Bazaar at this station, is
derived from the sale of Gunjah. In 1853-54 the Annual Revenue obtuined
from this source was Rs. 553-11-6; for the year 1857-58 it amounted to

Rupees 66.

77. 1 found that for thelast eight orten years it had been the practice
to grant a licence for the retail veud of Opium at thisstation exclusively to the
person who contracted to supply the rations for the Jail. The license secems
to have been given with the view of indemnifying the Contractor, by the
profits of selling Opium, for any loss that he might sustain in supplying the
rations, I directed the Principal Assistant Commissioner to discontinue this
1rregu1.1r practice, and to grant Opium liceuses in conformity w1th the Cir-
cular Orders of the Board of Revenue. _

~ 78. No Opium is sold at the office of the Principal Assistant Commis-
sioncr. The licensed dealer procures whatever Opium he requircs from the
Sylhet Collectorate at the price current in that station. There is, in fact, very

'jllttle demand for the drug in tlns dlstnct The Cossyahs do not use it; the



ounly purchasers seem to be the Up-country and Assamese Sepoys of the
Battalion, and the servants of the Kuropean residents at the station. Only
one Opium license has been taken out during the current year.

79.  On the margin will be found a Memorandum of the Receipts and
Charges of the Cherra Poonjee district

: N - N
Years, | Receipts. | Charges. ‘I for the years 1855-56, 1856-57 and
__ S ! _ o )

te. As. P Tts. as. p, 1857-58. The Receipts comprise the

183550, | 2,403 15 2| 25,066 = 3 Mections of o e
Al IO 2’,("“ o7 realized m:]h.ghons gt each year on
1857-58-1 21,448 8 2!‘ 24272 8 47 account of Land, Sayer, Abkarree

i

and Miseollancous Revenue, In the
column of Charges only the expenses of the Civil Department have been
exhibited ; all charges on account of the Civil Establishments, Roads, the
Jail and all Civil contingent cxpenses have been included. The Post Office
charges are not shown, because the Cherra Post Office is ouly a branch Post
Office, subordinate to that of Sylhet, aud all its expenses are defrayed from
the $Sylhet Post Office. Among the charges are

s

Years. | Road Charges. some large items® on account of the repairs of that
* Rs. As. p. portion of the Sylhet and Assam Road which passes
1863-66 1 3,438 15 .x\ Tty o hia dictrie . v Bridoec
196657 | 3860 8 0 through this district and of the 1.311(15.,(:» ,x.ml
1857-68 | 2,066 7 4} Staging Bungalows thereon. As this expcnsive

Road was made for imperial purposes, perhaps
the charges incurred for its repairs ought mnot to be charged exclusively
against this small District.

R0. Among the Appendmes" will be found a list of the Cossyah States
and of the British possessions in the Cossyah and Jynteah
Hills, in which has been given the nanes of the Chiefs, Vil-
lage Sirdars and Elders who are in charge of, and are responsible for each State

* Appendix No. 3.

1.~Nobo Sopho. and Dependency. On this list there are seven petty

?-—“,I;iyk":’(’::[g r"]‘"’J'C“- States, which are not in the list submitted with Mr.
.~ MOWSCNTAIN.

g»-}lwow’]lc;lmx ll;uouiee Mills’ Report. These small Chieftainships were not
5. ~Longkhom Poonjee. .. . .
6.—Seenai Pooujue. known to the then Political Agent as distinct and

7.—~Byrung Poonjee. . . )
yrubg Toonjec separate villages, or were accidentally omitted from

the list furnished to Mr. Mills by Lieutenant-Colonel Tister. The Principal
Assistant Commissioner has informed me that very little is known about the
petty States which lie to the West and North-western side of these Hills, and
that it is not at all unlikely that there may still be other villages existing as
separate communities which have escaped the notice of the Authorities. It
certainly is astonishing how much ignorance there is regarding the interior of
these Iills, which have been for so long under the charge of British Oﬂic(ars.

81. An authentic English translation® of all the tl;caties agreements
and engagements between the British Government

* Appendix No, X.
ppendix No. 4 to 4 and the Cossyah Chiefs, Village Sirdars and Elders,
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that can now be found, will be submitbed herewith ; but thqfe seems to be
good grounds for supposing that agreements which are not now forthcoming
have been executed by some of the other villages, for it appears from the
English correspondence in the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s Office, that
the people of the Mowyang district made their submission on the 24th of
June 1829 to the Officer Commanding the Troops at Myrung, and that the
inhabitants of the small district of Dowarrah Notoormen, on the 5th of
January 1833, exccuted a written acknowledgment of the supremacy of
the British Government. Neither of these documents can now be found
among the records of the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s Office.

82. 'The relations between tho British Government and the Cossyah
Chiefs, Village Sirdars and Elders have never been formally defined. In
order to prevent any tuturc misunderstanding, this should be done without
delay, and in such a manner that these rude and wild people may be able
thoroughly to understand what is required of them.

83, The five States named on the margin are commonly called the “ Semi
independent  States,” and their Chieftains have

1.—Cherra Poonjee. . : .

‘~;---~1J\}h.vtm"- always been permitted to exercise, with the aid of

3.-~Nusteug. . .

4.—Luugree. ther Village Couunsellors, Sirdars and Elders, sole

5.-—Nuspoong. e s N+ s e e ye g . . .
poov Civil and Criminal jurisdiction in their respective

districts over their own people in all matters pertaining exclusively to them.
It is tacitly understood and acknowledged by these Chieftains, that they
ar¢ bound to administer public affairs in accordance with the ancient and
established usages of their districts, to keep their people quiet and con-
tented, and to obey, without demur, all the mandates of the British Govern-

ment.

84. All cases of every description in which the subjects of the British
Gouvernment, or the inhabitants of two different States, arc concerned, have
been invariably brought into the Cherra Court, and adjudicated by the

British Authorities at that station.

85. The Chiefs of these States have always been required to deliver
up, on the demand of the Cherra Authorities, all persous charged with
offences committed in the British Territories, who have taken refuge in
these Hill States. Since the British power became dominant in this part of
the country, there has been, 1 believe, only one instance of recusancy to a
requisition of this kind. In the year 1849 Rajah Sing Manick, of Khyrim,
having refused to deliver up some of his people who had committed a
criminal oﬂ’ence in the Jynteah Hill Territory, a Military Detachment was
sent against him to enforce obedience to the Political Agent’s orders, and the
, Rasah was. compelled not only to produce the accused partles but to pay the

expenses of the expedxhen sent a.ga,mst him.



86. Tt has not been the practice for thie British Government to deliver
up to these Cossyah Chiefs persons accused of crimes committed in their dis-
tricts who have escaped into the British Territories, and I understand only
one demand for extradition has been made by a Chief, and on that occasion
the Principal Assistant Commissioner was directed by the Government to act
in conformity with the provisions of Act VII. of 1854. The Rajah of Cherra
Poonjee, however, refused to proceed with the case, and in consequence the
refugee was not arrested.

87. The ancestors of only one of these Semi-independent Chieftains
have eutered into formal engugements with the British Government. Dewan
Sing, Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, his Ministerial Officers and other inhabitants
» Appendix No. 4. of Cherra Poonjee, entered into an agreement‘* with tl]g'
Governor General’s Agent, Mr. David Scott, on the 10th of

September 1829.

88. The only agreement in which the British Government has pledged
itself to any of the Cossyah Chiefs is the one above alluded to, made, by Mr.
David Scott and the Cherra Rajah and his subordiuates, on the 10th
of September 1829. In that agreement the Governor General’s Agent pro-
mised, on the part of his Government, that if the Rajah faithfully fulfilled the
conditions of that agreement, his territory would be “ properly protected” by
the Government, aud if any quarrels arose between him and other Chiefs, the
Government would undertake the settlement of the disputes.

89. The Chiefs of Khyrim, Nusteng, Lungree and Nuspoong have
never entered into any written engagements with the Government, apparent-
ly because they were not required to do so; but they are in fact under the
protection and authority of the Government, and it has been the invariable
practice for many ycars to treat them in every respect in the same manner as
the Cherra Rajah is treated.

90. The minor States, which are twenty in number, are known by the

‘ y € ) ~ 2 TIT N
J—Nungklow and Lykenso. name of the ““Dependent States.” Under the

*...Ixanh e, Orders of the Home Government, the district
— ul]](’w . .
4.—Ramrye and Mowlio. of Nungklow, which is at present under the

5.-—Cheyla. . . . .. .
6._1):)‘3“';,&1, Nutoormen (2 Poonjees.) ~administration of the Principal Assistant

7.—Mowscnram, o . - \
8.—Mowdan Poonjeo. Commissioner in charge of the Cossyah and

1?, Nt Jynteah Hills, is to be placed again under a
1 —Bhaw .lleanee Native Ruler. In the nineteen other districts
13.—Longkhom Poonjee. ~ the Chiefs and their ¢ Muntrees,” the Village
;g"‘f\“‘)’“}‘:’fg‘ﬁho Sirdars and Elders, are permitted to inves-
16 ::sl;m?g tigate and decide all Civil and Crlmma]
18.—Motlong Poonjee. - cases, in which all parties concerned are

19.—Mowlung Poonjee.
20. -—Lyksomgl’oonjee their own people, with the exceptmnpf cases



of murder, homicide, and accidental deaths. Under the orders in force, the
Village Authovities are bound to report at once, to the Principal Assistant
Commissioner, these three kinds of cuses, which are investigated by the
Government Police, and are disposed of by the Cherra Poonjee Court.

91. All cases of every description in which British subjects are con-
cerned, or in which all the parties are not inhabitants of the same state, are
rescrved for the decision of the British Authorities.  These dependent Chiefs
are bound to produce forthwith, on demand, to the Cherra Authorities, all
refugees, eriminals and aceused persons, and to obey all orders that may be sent
to them, from time to time, by the Principal Assistant Commissioner. In
short, they conduct the affairs of their respective districts in striet subordina-
tion to the Government.

92. The Chiefs and people of the dependent States, numbered from 1 to
18 inclusive, have at different times fought against and have been conquered
by British Troops; but their possessions were restored to them iu the years
1829 and 1830, at the cessation of hostilities, and after they had given
written acknowledgments of submission to the British Government. T have
already mentioned that the ikrarnamah given by the Sirdar and people of
Dowarrah Notoormen cannot be found.

93. TheRamryeCossyahs, after having given a written agreementof sub-
mission in 1829, again broke out into open rebellion in the year 1831 ; they
murdered their Rajah Zubbur Sing because he remained faithful to the Bntish
Government, and made a raid into the plains of Assam; they surprised and
murdered the Police Officers at the Bungong Thannah, in the Kamroop district,
and plundered several of the neighbouring villages. For this unprovoked and
treacherous outrage the Ramiye country was invaded again and occupied for
some months by British Troops. After the people had made their second
submission, afine of 4,000 Rupees was imposed upon them, which is still under
liguidation by instalments of 10) Rupeces per annum,  This fine, 1 am told, is
realized every year by a tax of | Rupee per house, which is levied from all the
principal inhabitants of the district. The Ramrye Cossyals have been
peaceful ever since; the wurder of their Chief and the foray into Assam
have not been forgotien,

94. Songraph, the Dholah, Rajah of Mahram after having made his
submission, again rebelled agaivst the Government in the vear 1838. Troops
were sert against him, and he was olliged tn sue for peace. Ie was fined
2,000 Rupees, and executed a second agreement* on the
o 13th  of Februsry 1839, acknowledging the British
supremacy. He was allowed to adjudicate all cases belonging to his own
people; but it was exprebaly atlpulatcd that he was not to infliet capital
"‘pumshment I -

*Appendix No. 4 G.

H
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95. The Chiefs of the remaininge seven'small districts have never come
=]

14.—Mowyang. into hostile collision with our Government, but have
15.—Nobo Sopho. . .

m___f,;’é’r‘,’m;")“’ voluntarily and cheerfully submitted to our rule from the
17.—S8yung. i x (hi and e - -
18— Moflong. beginning. The Chief and People of Mowyang gave an
19.—Mowlong. ikrarnamah which, as T have above stated, cannot now be
20.—Lykgsom,

found among the Cherra Poonjee records. The Chief of
Jeerung executed an agreement™ to make the customary
repairs “of the bridges, roads, ghats and stockades, &c.” in his district ; but
the remaining five states have never given any written agreements, and have
never been asked for any. The Chiefs of the petty States of Mowyang,
Nobo Sopho and Jeerung, are styled “ Rajahs” by themselves and their own
people ; but they are, in fact, persons of very inferior rank in every respect,
and are not acknowledged as Rajahs by the neighbouring Chifes and Village
Sirdars.

* Appendix No. 4 Q.

96. The four small districts of Syung, Moflong, Mowlong and Lyksom
are under the charge of Village Sirdars and Elders, and are in practice entirely
under the control of the DBritish Authorities. The inhabitants of these vil-
lages arc in the habit of reporting robberies and other crimes and offences
to the Cherra Poonnjee Police Station. and repair, of their own accord, to the
Cherra Court to appeal against the deeisions and orders of their Chiefx, and to
have their cases and complaints investigated and decided by the Principal
Assistant Commissioner.

97. The Chieftainships of these Semi-independent and Dependent”
States have always been considered, under certain restrictions, to be heredi-
tary in all the Cossyah States with the exception of Cheyla Poonjee and
Mowlong Pooujec, where the Bengul custom of inheritance obtains, A deceased
Cossyah Chieftain is succeeded by his brother, and if he has no brother by
his eldest sister’s eldest son, provided he is not considered disqualified for
the office by the Village Durbar. Successions to these offices appear to have
been regularly reported to the Principal Assistant Commissioner by the
clairmants, the deceased Chieftain’s Muntrees and Officers, and by the Sirdars
and heads of villages; but only successions to the Cherra Raj have been
reported to the Government,

98. The practice of the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s- Office in
regard to successions to the Chieftainships of Dependent States is, that when
a claimant appears and represents himself to be the heir of a deceased Chief,
he is required to prove his right, and when the Principal Assistant Commis-
sioner is satisfied on that point, a proclamation is issued to all the inhabitants,
desiring thera to state whether they object to the succession of the claimant.
If objections are raised, the inhabitants are called upon to vote whether they
will or will not have him for ‘their Chief, If the candidate obtains a majority
of the votes, he is considered duly elected ; but if not, the people are allowed
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to elect any other member of the late Chicftain’s family, who may be eligible
‘a.ccording to the customns of the Cossyahs. Whoever is elected by the com-
muunity is confirmed in the Chieftainship by an order of the Principal Assist-
ant Commissioner, unless therc be some grave personal or political objection
to him. An appeal from the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s decisions
in these matters would, of course, lie to the Governor General's Agent, North
East Frontier; but I believe there has been no disputed suceession since Mr.
Principal Assistant Comumissioner [Tudson has held office here.

.

99. The DBritish possessions in the Cos-
1.~The Station of Cherra Poonjec.
2.— Moosmye Poonjee.

syah and Jyateah Hills are specified in the

8.=Mamloo Poonjee. marWin Iu the administration of these villages
4.—-Sovpar Poonjee.
6.—Byrung Poonjee. * the Government has the right of interference in

6.-~The Jynteah 1l Territory.
any manner it may Lhmk fit.

100. The station of Cherra Poonjee containg an area of 1011 acres, 3
roods. These lands were ceded to the British Government, in the years 1829 and
1830, by the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, ou the condition that an equal quantity
of land should be given to him in the plains of Sylhet.  These plain lands were
finally made over to the Rajah on the 22nd of March Jast by the Officiating
Collector of Sylhet.

101. I have just been informed that some of the Pundooah Zumeendars
have claimed a portion of the land in the Rajal’s possession at  Bholagunge
as belonging to their Estates. Az these lands have been in the possession of
the Cherra family for many years, it is not likely that the Zumeendars will
be able to establish their right to any portion of thein in a Court of Justice :
but in the event of their doing so, the Rajah will be entitled, T think, to
receive from the Government other lands in lien of any portion of the 46
hals of land at Bholagunge of which he may be deprived by a Decree of
Court.

102. Moosmye Poonjee is a very picturesque village, on the high road
from Cherra to the plains of Sylhet, and is about a wile from the station.
It was conquered in the year 1829, when its Chief, Rajah Mookoond Siug,
joined the rebel Clieftain, Teerut Sing, of Nungklow, in making war upon
the British Government. As the village is coutiguous to the high road and
not far from the station, it was not counsidered expedient to restore it to its
Native Ruler, who received a pension instead of his village. Moosmye
Poonjee dhas remained a British possession ever since its conquest, and is at
present under the charge of the Village Sirdars and Elders. No assessment
or tax of any kind has been imaposed upon the inhabitants, who, in lieu of
paying taxes, keep in repair that part of the Sylhet and Assam high road
which passes through their village.



103. Mamloo Pooujee, since the death of Rajuh Jeedur Sing, of Nung-
klow, has been exclusively under the charge of the Village Sirdars.  Since
Mr. Mills’ visit in 1853, the ITouse tax of This village, as 1 have already
mentioned, has been readjusted and considerably reduced. A

104. The Soopar Toonjee District, which was conquered in the year
1629, appears to have heen under the charge of the Village Sirdars and
Elders sinee 1837, Before that time, since the conquest, tho district had
been placed by the Governor General’s Agent under the authority of -a
member of the family ol the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, because the people
were turbulent and given to frec-booting, and the Sirdars and Elders could
not be trusted.

105. Byrung Poonjee was conquered in the year 1829, and its last
Rajah, Sook Sing, was killed in opposing the British Troops. Mr. David Scott,
apparently as a temporary arrangement, placed this district under the charge
of the Cherra Poonjee Chicftain, who was desired to treat the inhabitants in
the same manner as he treated his own people. After Mr. Scott’s death this
matter appears to have been entirely overlooked by the Cherra Authorities,
and the Cherra Rajah has remained 1 possession of Byrung Poonjee ever since,
and Dhas exercised thercin sole Civil and Criminal jorisdiction. A separate
Report will be submitted on this subject for the consideration of Government,
Tam aware of no reason why the Rajah should be permitted to retain
possession of Byrung Poonjee any longer, for I think tuere can be no doubt
that it is a Eritish posscssion, although the present Rajah, at the instigation
of certain unprincipled persons, has been endeavouring to make out that it is
a part of the Cherra Poonjee Lerritory, which it is not, There 1s in this dis-
trict arather valuable Lime Quarry, which, for some time, has been a bone of
coutention between the Rajah and Mr, Inglis, and which scems to belong
to the Government.

106. The Jynteah 11ill Territory became a British possession in the
year 1835, when the Ex-Rajuh, Raj Indro iug, resigned it and accepted a
pension of 500 Rupees per mensem,

107.  After these Hills came under the administration of British Offi-
cers, the villages were continued under the charge of the Dolloyes, who are
nominated by the inhabitants of their respective villages, and are confirmed
by the Principal Assistant Commissioner. 'These Dolloyes hold office for a
period of three years, aftor the expiration of which, another general elsction or
ratiier nomination of Dolloyes takes place; the electors are allowed entire
freedow of choice, and their nominees are never rejected by the Cherra Au-
thorities, unless they are in some manner notoriously disqualified for the office,
The detached villages of “ Paunch Poonjee” and other villages bordering on
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the plains of Sylhet, are under the management of Ilead-men, whose offices are
considered hereditary.

108. No taxation has yet been imposed upon the inhabitants of the
Jynteah Hills; but the Dolloyes and Sirdars of each village present annually
to tho Government, according to ancieut custom, a he-goat in token of their
submission. There are some extensive Lime beds at the Southern base of
the Hills, which are let on lease by Government to Mr. Inglis, at an annual
rent of Rupees 17,700. There are also some valuable Fisheries, which, in the
year 1857-58, yielded a rental of Rupees 2,133.

109. In the station of Cherra Poonjee all civil and criminal affairs are
conducted by the Principal Assistant Commissioner under the Assam Rules,
and all cases of every kind are investigated and disposed of by that Officer.

110. The Sirdars and Elders of the conquered villages of Moosmye,
Mamloo and Soopar, are permitted to decide all petty civil and criminal cases
according to their village usages. All heinous offences are investigated by the
Cherra Police, and decided by the Principal Assistant Commissioner, who tries
all civil suils that are not cognizable by the Village Authorities. The petty
civil and criminal powers of these Village Sirdars and Elders have not been
in any way defined ; but it 18 very necessary that this should be done without
delay. Definition in writing will not be suflicient ; but the Principal Assistant
Commissioner ought to explain, personally and very carefully, to the Village
Authorities what their powers are, and they ought to be examined by him,
from time to time, to ascertain that they have not forgotten what has been
taught them. The Principal Assistant Commissioner hears appeals from the
decisions and orders of these Village Head-men, and all parties, who prefer to
resort, in the first instance, to his Court, for civil and criminal justice, are
at liberty to do so, and have their cases decided at once by that Officer.

111, The affairs of the village of Byrung, as I have before observed, are
administcred by the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, under a temporary arrangement
made with him by the late Mr. David Scott.

- 112. The Dolloyes, Sirdars and other Head-men of the villages of the
Jynteah Hill Territory are permitted to decide, in open Durbar, according
to the customs of their country, civil suits of a value not exceeding
50 Rupegs, and all petty criminal cases.in which only their own peeple are
concerned. _

»

113 All cwd suits of a value exceeding Rupees 50, and all heinous
'oﬁ'ences and other crxmmal cases uot within the jurisdiction of the Village
Chxefs, are. dxsposed of by the Principal Assistant Commissioner, All
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serious offenpes against life and property are reported by the Dolloyes and
Village Chiefs to the Police Station at Jowaie, and the usual inquiries are
made by the Police Officer in charge of that outpost. An appeal from all the
decisions and orders of the Dolloyes and other Village Head-men, lies to
the Principal Assistant Commissioner, and those persons who do not wish
to have their cases investigated and decided by the Village Authorities, are
at liberty to bring them into the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s Court,
and’'to have them decided by that Officer.

114, It may not be out of place here to observe that, with the exception
of tho Cheyla Wahadadars, the Cossyah Village Chiefs make no record of their
judicial proceedings, decisions, and orders; when, therefore, appeals are
preferred aguinst them to the Irincipal Assistant Commissioner, the cases
are always re-investigated, de novo, by that Officer.

115. With reference to tho Orders contained in the Sth para. of
your letter, directing mc to consider whether it might not be desirable to
unite North and South Cachar, the Cherra Poonjee district, and per-
haps the superintendence of the Garrow tribes under one controlling  autho-
rity, I have the honor to represent that, after making inquiries from all
public Officers and others who are likely to have useful information on this
subject, I have arrived at the conclusion that there are almost insuperable
objections to the union of these three districts under ne Divisional Chief,
residing ordinarily at Cherra Poonjee, or indeed at the sudder station of
either of the two other districts.

116. The South Cachar districts may be considered almost in the light
of a sub-division of the Sylhet district, so closely are the inhabitants of both
districts connccted with each other in trade and social habits and customs.
The existing official arrangements seem hitherto to have given general satis-
faction for many years both to the Native inhabitants and European resident
Tea Planters; and I think that a transfer of the appellate jurisdiction from the
Commissioner of Iacca and the Judge of Sylhet to a Commissioner and
Political Agent, with his Head Quarters at Cherra Poonjee, would be very
disagreeable to all classes of the pcople. They do not complain of the
existing system, and there is no necessity, in my opinion, to alter it.

117. 1 consider that no advantage would be gained by transferring -
the district of North Cachar from the Assam Uomzmsslonershnp to a
conirolling authority residing at Cherra Poonjee, 3

118.  Colonel Jenkins is of opinion that “the Hill portion of North
Cachar” might be “ annexed to Cherra without much inconvenience, pro-
“vided the Southern Mouzahs that composed the old district of Dharum- -
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« pore were again attached to the Nowgong division, from whigh they were
“lately separated, together with tho small Mouzahs of Tuleram’s country
“ bordering on the Jumoonah River.”

Major Butler, the Deputy Commissioner of Assam, observes that, if the
system at present in force be deemed objectionable, he “ would suswest that
“ North Cachar be rc-annexed to Nowgong, and placed under the control of
“the Principal Assistant Commissioner of that division.”

119. The distance between Cherra Poonjec and Assaloo vid Silchar, iy
about 150 miles, and by the direct route about 105 miles. The direct com-
munication, however, betwean these stations is difficult at all seasons of the
year; thegreater part of the road, or rather the foot path, runs through the
densest uninhabited jungles, which, during cight months of the year, are
exceedingly insalubrious, so much so, that the road may be said to be open
only during four months of the dry season. The distance from Assaloo to
Nowgong is about 120 miles, and to Gowhatty vid Nowgong, above 200
miles. The great bulk of the population of the North Cachar district is
located in the tract of country in the Plains, which was transforred from the
Nowgong to the North Cachar district in the year 1833. Almost the whole
of the North Cachar trado is, 1 understand, in the hands of the N owgong
Merchants. There is always a water communication between that part of
the Plains and Nowgong and Gowhatty, and it would be a positive injury
to the largest and most thriving portion of the people of the district
to compel them to carry their complaints and appeals against the Local
Authority across the Hills to Cherra Toonjee. The district of North
Cachar, in my humble judgment, ought to remain, as it is, attached to the
Province of Assam.

120. I think that the superintendence of the Garrow tribes cannot he
nsefully placed under a controlling authority vesiding at Cherra Poonjee.
The tribes inhabiting the Eastern or Cossyah side of the Garrow Mountains
are said to be much more fierce and intractable than those which are found on
the Western side of those Hills.  There is no road of any kind from this side
into the Garrow Hills, and the Garrows will not permit strangers to enter
their country. There appears to be little or no communication hetween the
Iiastern Garrows and their Cossyah neighbours.  All the barter trade of the
Garrows is carried on with the inhabitants of the Plains in the districts of
‘Gowalpargh and Mymensing, aud the sanguinary inroads, which. the
Garrows occasionally make into the border villages of those distriets, arc
unknown on this side of their Hills. I am satisfied that no authority residing
at Cherra Poonjge could have any real control over the tribes inhabiting the -
‘Garrow- Hills. . The Principal Assistant Commissioner at Gowalparah and the
Magistrate of Mymensing are the local fanctionaries to whom we must always
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look for the maintenance of tranquillity and "g«)ud order among the Garrow
tribes, and these Officers could not be placed, with any advantage, under an
authority residing at Cherra Poonjee. The Garrow Hills, T think, had
better be left as they are.  The Principal Assistant Commissioner at Gowal-
parah has munaged those tribes with some success for several years; and to
me it seems extremely doubtful whether any alteration of system, under
existing circumstances, would be productive of improvement.

121. T am not quite satisfied that the system of administering the
affairs of these Hills through the agency of an Asgsistant attached to the
Assam Commission has, as yet, received a fair trial.  Mr. C. K. Hudson is a
laborious, upright, and very meritorious public servant, and I desire to say
nothing to his disparagement in the least degree; but in my judgment
it was not altogether judicious to select an Uncovenanted Officer, who had
hitherto held for so long only a subordinate position in the Assam Commis-
sion, to inaugurate the new system here, and to succeed a Military Officer of
rank, who had exercised the supreme Military and Civil authority in these
Hills for so many years. .

122. These wild Mountaineers respect and stand in awe of the visible
embleras of Military power; but they have yet to learn the ready obedience
which more civilized races cheerfully yield to purely Civil authority. 1 think
that the result would have been more satisfactory h~d a Military Officer,
belonging to the Assam Commission, been appointcd to the charge of this
district on the retirement of Colonel Lister, when the Civil functions were
separated from the Military Command. Had a Military Officer been in
charge of the district, probably the disgraceful occurrences at Cheyla Poonjee
in October 1856 would not have taken place; or at all events the perpetra-
tors of them would not, I think, have escaped punishment. [ wonld recom-
mend that, as long us this Hill Territory remains attached to the provinee of
Assam, it should always be under the charge of one of the Commissioner’s
Military Assistants, an Officer of standing and expericnce.

123. If the Cherra Poonjee district is to remain under the control of
the Assam Commissioner, some alteration in the system of appeal seems to
be necessary.  To appeal against the decisions and orders of the Principal
Assistant Commissioner in charge of the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills is now a-
matter of much ditficulty and some danger. The Courts of Assam are at
Gowhatly whichis about 100 miles from Cherra Poonjee. The road across
the mountains is difficult at all times, and during about seven or eight
months™ of the year caunot be traversed without considerable risk on account
of the excessive insalubrity of the lower range of Iills on ‘the Assam side,
which are impreguated with malaria.

* From April to the middle of November.




124, The difficulty of appeal is a very gencral, and, in*my opinion, a
reasonable complaint.  Aftey many inquivies and much consideration, I aw
unable to discover any other remedy than that recommended by Mr. Mills,
who proposed “to place the Cherra Courts, in regard to appeals in all eivil
“and eriminal matters, under the control of the Civil and Sessious Judge of
“Sylhet.” The judicial appeals which now go before the Doputy Com-
missioner of Assam might be made, T think, with advantage, to the Civil and
Sessions Judge of Sylhet, who should be enjoined to conduet his procecdings
in these cases in conformity with the Assam Rules.

125. [t is desirable, in my opinion, to give to the Judge the power
to direct the Principal Adsistant Commissioner to eommit, for resular
trinl, before him, any cases that may have been sent up to him for orders
under the Gth Clause of the sccond Seetion of the Assam Criminal
Rules.  Of, course this power ouglit to be excreised very sparingly, hecause
frequent  attendances  at Sylhet would be extremely  inconvenient and
disagreeable to the 111 people ; but cases of the gravest kind may be sent
up under the Section above cited, in which it may be absolutely necessary for
the ends of justice that the Judg: should have the partics and their wituesses
before him.

126, In the Cherra Poonjee district, as there iz uwo Junior Assistant,
Sub-Assistant, or Sudder Ameen to condact the preliminary procecdings
required by Clause 1, Section 2 of the Assam Criminal Rules, the Prineipal
Assistaut Commissioner, who holds the trial under the th Clanse of that
Section, is necessitated to make all the prelimivary inguiries also, and this
mode of procedure, Mr Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson  says,
does not admit “of so fair a chance of justice being obtained by the
“prisoners, as they would have if they were tried on commitment by a
“separate Judge.”

127, If the Principal Assistant Commissioner be a eareful and
experienced Officer, the prisoners are not, I think, hikely to be disadvantaged
by their cases being investigated «/ inilfto by the superior Officer : but in a
district thus circamnstanced, additional precauntions are uost altogether super-
erogatory, and it is all the more necessary that the Judge should possess the
power of calling the parties before him in exceptional cases, when he
considers it expedient so to do, The Deputy Comuissioner of Chota Nagpore
has this. power, and the practice, T bclieve, has been found to work very

“satisfactorily. ' '

128, The Commissioner of Assam has intimated to me that he sees

“no objections to the judicial appeals from the Assistant at Cherra being heard

“ by the Civil and Sessions Judge of Sylhet”; neither does he see any
. . X
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objection to the revenue and police appeals, which now lie to his Court, | eing
transferred to the same functionary.

129.  There is, however, this difficulty in transferring all these judicial
appeals to the Judge of Sylhet, which requires consideration. The Cossyahs
on the Assam side of Nungklow, and the inhabitants of the lower Hills in
the Gowhatty direction, who are chiefly Meckirs and Garrows, have con-
siderable intercourse and a rather extensive trade in Hill produce, with the
people of the Kamroop district. To these persons it would, of course, be
much more convenient to resort for appellate justice to the Assam Courts
than to the Judge of Sylhet; and Colonel Jenkins thinks that it any
change of the existing system of appeal ba deemed requisite, the houndary
botween the Cossyah Hills and  the Kamroop distriet should be so
defined “as to annex to Kamroop as large an cxtent of the lower Hills
““as possible.”

130. No doubt the boundaries of the Kamroop district and the
Cossyah and Jynteah Hills require to be carefully and scientifically defined ;
but this, in all probability, will be a work of some time; and as it appears very
desirable, in case any alteration in the system of appeal is made, that the
inhabitants of the lower Hilly ou the Assam side should not he sent to the
Sylhet Court, it will not be diffieult, I imagine, to arrange matters, so that
the appeals from that part of the country should go as at present, to the
Assain Conrts, and those belonging to the remaining part of the distriet,
to Sylhet. I am not aware of any serious objection to this division of
appellate jurisdiction. There are, I believe, several sub-divisions in the Regu-
lation Trovinces in which the sub-division Officer is subordinate to more

than one Sessions Judge.

131.  The Civil and Sessions Judge of Syvlhet has stated that he 1s not
awarc of any objection to the transfer of the Cherra appeals, from the
Court of the Deputy Comiuissioner of Assam to his Court.

132, It is, I think, unneccessary to make any alteration in the system
of appeals from the decisions and orders of the Principal Assistant Commis-
sioner in the revenue, police, and political departments. I would recom-
mend that these appeals be made, as at present, to the Governor General’s
Agent and Commissioner of Assam. There are ordinarily very few cases of
these classes, aud it is not desirable that the Judge of Sylhet should huve any
control over them. : '

133, I bey to represent that it appears to me, after the fullest con-.
sideration, that the most advantageous course will be to revert to the mode -
of administration that was in force for so long under Colonel Lister. © It is,
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T think, very desirable that the Military Command should be rcunited to
the Civil functions of the district,

134. I would place the chief civil authority in the hands of the Com-
mandant of the Sylhet Light Infantry Battalion, and would make his Second
in Command the district Officer. “ Superintendent of the Cossyah aud Jyuteah
1L Territory” might be an appropriate oflicial designation for the former
Officer, and his subordinate might be styled ““ Assistant to the Superintendent.”

135. T would propose that the Superintendent of these Hills should
excreise therein all the powers and functions of a Commissioner of Levenue
and Cirenit, a Civil and Sessions Judge, and a Politieal Avent, and I would
recommend that all appeals from his decisions and orders, in every department,
<hould lie, not to the Sudder Court and Board of Revenue, but direct to the
Government of Bengal; in short, that he should exercise in this territory
precizely the same powers and functions as are exercised by the Commissioner
of Chota Nagpore in the Tributary Mehals of the South West Frontier
division. That simple and rational system has been found to work well
among the wild and excitable races that are fonnd 1 that vast and remote
tract of country, and 1 see no reason why it should not be cqually successful
among these semi-civilized Mountaineers.

136, T'he Second in Command and Assistant to the Superintendent
should have charge of thesdistriet as distriet Officer, and should exereise, in
subordination to the bupenutmulmnt, the powers of a Principal Assistant of
the Assam Commission. With a few alterations, the Assam Civil and Criminal
Rules might be made applicable to the administration of public affairs in these
Hills by a Superintendent and his Assistant ; and till this can be done, these
Officers ought to be guided, as much as possible, by the Assum Rules which
are in force bere now. It is desirable that there should be no hasty or
unnecessary change in the mode of administering affuirs in these Hills, for
these Muuntaincers arc very suspicious and easily alarmed.

137. I may remark that the former mode of administration hy a
Military Political Agent and a Military Assistant fail to give satisfaction to
the Government and the people apparently not on account of any delect in
the system, but because of the very intimate connection that subsisted
hetween the Political Agent and his son-in-law Mr. Henry Inglis, who then
held in his hands almost the whole of the trade of these Hills. So omnipotent

~was Mr. Inglis’ influence with the Cherra Authorities universally supposed to
be, that in every case in which that* gentleman was concerned the Cherra
Court never obtained any credit with the public for impartiality, and English
T rmlors fled the country rather than encounter the risk of their decisions. Tt
is certain that at that time a root and branch change of administration was
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most urgently required in order to convince the inhabitants of these [Mills
that the Government wished and intended them to receive pure and
impartial justice. It was not, however, the system that was at fault, but the
administrators of it were entirely in a false position, and however just and
unimpeachable their official acts and proceedings might have been, they would
never have inspired confidence or given satistaction to the people. 1 can
discover no reason why the Civil and Military functions should not be
reunited ; their union is undoubtedly a souree of strength not only to the
Civil but also to the Military power.

138. If the former systein is to be reverted to, I would propose
that the Superintendent

t |
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139, If the Civil and Military functions are to be aguin united, it will,
of course, be neeessary that the Superintendent and his Assistant should
pussess Civil as well as Military experience and qualifications, and in -con-
sequence it seems desirable that the patronage of these two appointments
should be vested in the Supreme Government. T may add that i is above all
things necessary that the Officers who are entrusted with power and anthority
in these Hills should be entirely free from pecuniary embarrassments. It may,



(41 )

perhaps, be thought out of placgto mention this here; but thage are cogent
reasons why the Officers who are to represent the Government at Cherra
Poonjee shonld be thoroughly, and in every seuse of the word, independent,
which no public servant, who is not perfeetly free from indebteduess,
can be perhaps any where; but certainly not in these 1lills, where there
arc temptations and trials, which in these days are seldom met with clsewhere.

140, With reference to your letber No.o 138, of the 19th of January
1‘3.)/, and to the 7th para. of vour letter under re pl\' I beg to state that the
appointinent of an additional Oilicer t the Cherra Poonjee district is not, in
my opinion, required just at present. The Home Government has been
pleased to order the appointment of a Native Chict o the Raj of Nungklow,
and therefore no additional arrangements or expoenses are now  requisite on
account of that fine district.  From the business returns herewith submitted,
it will, I think, be apparent that the work of this district 15 very light, and
that the services of an additional Assistant are not at present needed.  The
difficulty pointed out by the Commissioner of Assam of providimg for the
duties of this Hill station, when the Assistant in charge falls sick, by the
deputation of an Assistant from Assam, no doubt exists, for during six or
seven months of the year it is exceedingly dangerous for any European {o cross
the lower range of Hills on the Assam side: but the Honw’ble the Court of
Directors will not authorize the permanent retention of an extra Officer to
supply the place of hLis superior in case of absenee or of illness, and T think
the Government ought not to be asked to do so.  In cases of emergency,
when it may be absolutely nccessary to relieve the Oflicer in charge of the

tossyanh and Jynteah Hills without delay, the Assistant at Sylhet or at one of
the neighbouring Bengal stations, can be deputed to Cherra Poonjee to take
charge of the office till the Principal Assistant Commissioner is fit for duty,
or till the Commissioner of Assam can make other arrangements for carrying
on the dutics. When the Hill route from Gowhatty to Cherra Poounjee is
closed, an Assistant can be sent round by water in about twenty-five or
thirty days. *

141. Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Iludson has stated that he
is unable to visit the interior of his district, because there is no person to
whom he can make over charge of his Treasury and the current duties of
his office at the sudder station. There never is much money in the Cherra
Poonjee T'reasury, and the current duties of the office are ordinarily trifling ;
and do not, in my opinion, require the continual presence of an Assistant at
Cherra Poonjee. The treasure would be perfectly safe, during the Principal
Assistant Commissioner’s temporary abgence, under the charge of the Military
Guard, which is .always on duty at his Treasury. The Assistant Commis-
sioners of .the South West Frontier Agency, before Sub-Assistants were
attached to thelr dwmons, were alwa)s in the hab;t of leavmg thelr Treasurxen

, . 4 L
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and sudder stations during the cold season for the purpose of making their
Mofussil tours, and no Officer was left in charge of the stations. As no
inconvenience resulted from that practice, I see no reason why the Principal
Assistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee should not, in like manner, visit
the interior of his district, when there is no Oflicer available to take charge of
the station ; any unexpected oceurrence of importance might be dealt with by
the Military Officer in Commaud of the station. .

142, The Sudder and Mofussil establishments of the Principal Assistant
Commissioner have been recently re-organized with the sanction® of the Go-
vernment without any addilional expense; but several of the Native Officers
are still under-paid, and some addition to the establishment will be necessary,
provided any fiscal measures are to be introduced into the J ynteah Hills.
I submit Statement of the Lstablishment which the
Principal Assistant Commissioner thinks is required for the
ciliciont management of his district. A deduction of 15 Rupees per mensem is
to be made from the monthly sumt total of the proposed establishment, hecaase

Appendix No. 5.

the Nuungklow district is not to be brought under divect management. 1
believe the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s Establishment is still insuflicient
for the mereasing vequirements of the office; but it is not advisable, in my
opinion, to make any increase or alteration in it till the Governmeunt has
decided whether the Military and Civil offices are to be reunited, and whether
it 13 expedient to impose an assessment on the Jynteah MHills, When these
questions have been  determined, the Principal 2 ssistant Commissioner’s
Tistablishment ought to be revised and pliced on an eflicient fooling with

reference to the quantity of work it will be expected to perform.

143, Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson has represented
to me, that the ordinary travelling allowance of Rupees 5 per diem is inade-
(uate to cover the actual expences incurred by the district Officer whilst
travelling on duty in these Hills,  The camp equipage, in short every thing,
has to be carried by Coolies, and the rates of porterage and other expenses
of travelling are about donble what they are in the plains, I have travelled
in the Interior of these Hills, and theretore know from expericnce that the
travelling expenses of the district Officer, practising the strictest economy,
must necessarily exceed very considerably the authorized allowance of
Rupees 5 a day. The Junior Assistant Commissioner in charge of North
Cachar is permitted, T believe, on account of the licavy expeuse of travelling
in that district, to draw, in addition to his salary, a fixed travelling allow-
ance of Rupees 250 a month for the whole ycar. Under these circums-
stances I venture to recommend that the Principal Assistant Commissioner
in charge of the Cherra Poonjec district be allowed to draw a travelling
allowance of Rupees 250 a month for the period during which he is actually
absent from his sudder station on duty in the interior of his district.

# No. 1598, dated 21st April 1858, 1+ Ry, 2,017-4-7.
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EDUCATTON AND SCHOOLS.
.

144. Under the Orders® of Government, an allowance of 50 Rupecs
per mensem has been granted to the Reverend Mr. Lewis, of the Cherra
Poonjee “ Frece Church Presbyterian Mission, for the payment of teachers, the
« purchase of books and stationery for the purpose of promoting sccular
“instruction among the inhabitants of the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills.” The
grant was made on the understanding that it might be withdrawn at any
time, that the Schools should be at all times open to the inspection of the
Officers of Government, and that the Reverend Mr. Lewis should submit
to Government, throuch the Cherra Pooujee Civil Authority, “a Report of
“his proceedings and of the manner in which the grant may have been
expended.” .

145.  Siunce the appointment of a Director General of Public Tnstruction,
these Missionary Schools have been

i roraoe 2 SIG TR nye g <Yy W - o
* Numos of Sohools. Ii}t"l}:!‘;‘n;‘;ll];:;;: - placed wnder the Inspector ol Schools
. ‘( B : of North East Bengal and Assam, to
L ]
1. Nongsowlia Boys’ School i 31 " whom the Reverend Mr. Lewis makes
o Y :
P2 Ditto Girls’ School .1 20 i IR DR » S .

Ca Monsmge L. | 8 | quarterly  Reports on their progress
4. Mamloo .. .. .. ! 6 o, R L. ™in lact 1 e v ha
| 5 Cliorra Poonjes ... o0 i and condition.  The last returns which
‘_lf- ‘\;‘""“m Station ... L 8 . have been sent to me show that there

L Soopar.. L. .. e L ? | . A ..

8. L‘Q‘on:‘:war e e 10 ! are ten™ Schools in these Hills, and the
9. Nonkro . ce 7 | . . .
0. Nongreem . f 10 t o aggregate nomber of pupils attending
I i - » .

I them on the 30th of April last, was
. i Y | : .
Total , 211820 T ought, however, to mention

that the « Soopar” School appears to
have entively failed lately. Provisions are exceedingly dear this year in that
part of the country, and the people will no longer allow their children to
attend the School, because they are obliged to send themn to labor for their
daily bread.

146. Tn all these Schools instruction is imparted in the Cossyah lan-
guage. At the Cherra Poonjee Sudder Missionary School, which is called
“ Nongsowlia,” there is & School both for Girls and Boys. TIn this and in two
or three of the other Schools, English and Bengalee are taught; but the
greater part of the instruction in all these Schools is given in the Vernacular
language of the country.

147. The Roverend Mr. Lewis, and his coadjutor the Reverend Mr.
Parry, are most zealous and indefatigable in their Missionary and Educational
labors. Though their Schools have not a very promising appearancs on
paper, and the number of pupils is much smaller than was anticipated when
“the Schools wére first established, yet I have no doubt that they are silently

# No. 216, March 13th 1854,
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and gradually, working a great deal of good.” Wherever there is a School, it
forms, as it were, a little nucleus of civilization : it attracts to it the more
intelligent and inquiring of the inhabitants, some of whom may, perhaps,
discover, from their intercourse with Christian Teachers, that there is some-
thing to be learnt that will better their worldly condition, and something
that will profit them here and hercafter more than the breaking of egys and
the senscless worship of imaginary demons,

148. There certainly is, in Mr. Lewis’ converts and pupils, a wmarked
superiority over their untaught and unenlightened neighbours. The Cos-
syah converts, who are almost all drawn from the humbler classes of their
countrymen, appear to be more trustworthy and.better conducted than the
generality of Native Christian converts who are to be met with in the
vicinity of some of the Missionary stations in Bengal. 1t is very evident
that Mr. Lewis, zealons and self-denying exertions have not been thrown
away, and I am satisficd that the Cossyahs would be very much benefitted it
the Governiment, by increasing the present small Educational Grant, would
enable that Gentleman to widen the sphore of his labours and usefulness
in these Iills.

149. Notwithstanding that the Reverend Mr. Lewis has very superior
qualifications as a Christian and secular 'l'eacher, and although these
Missionary Schools have received full and judicious support from the Princi-
pal Assistant Commissioner in charge of the Cossyalhh and Jynteah Hills, it
cannot be said that these Educational operations have proved sueccesstul.
These Schools are not popular with the Cossyahs, and as yet have done but
little towards breaking through their stupid and inveterate prejudices
against Education, and indeed against all kinds of mental training and
exertion.

150. Mr. W. Robinson, the Inspector of Schools, and Mr. Principal
Assistant Commissioner 1ludson, have informed me, that they are disposed
to attribute the unfavorable results ot this experiment, in a great mecasure, to
the use of the Cossyah language and the Roman character in these institu-
tions. They think that these Schools would have met with less opposition
and greater success bad instruction been given in the Bengalce language, and
even had the Bengalee instead of the Roman character, been used in writing
the Cossyah language. Trom the inquiries which T have made among the
people, T incline to think that these Gentlemen have rightly indicated the
cause of failurc in the existing Education at scheme,

151, There are certainly great obstacles and objections to imparting
instruction in the Cossyah language, and to the use of the Roman character
in writing it. To instruct with efficiency in the Cossyah language, a Teacher.
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must be familiar with at least t:ilrce different dialects, each of wljich 18 so dissi-
milar to the others that it may almost be called a distinet language. 'The
Cherra Cossyahs cannot understand the pecople of Joowaie, and school-books
prepared in the Cherra dialect, which has been adopted by the Missionaries,
would be unintelligible to the inhabitants of Moflong, Myrung, Nungklow,
and almost all the villages in the Jynteah Iills. Besides, I belicve there
are only two secular school-books* in the Cossyah language; the other Cossyah
books consist of two Catechisms, 32 Christian Hymns, and a translation of
the four Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, and of Hall's “ Come to Jesus.”

152. The whole trade of these Hills is carried on with the Bengalleos
of the Sylhet plains on the one side, and with the Assamese on the other.
The Cossyahs require somo knowledge of the Bengallee language and
arithmetic to enable them to protect themselves against the keen knavery of
Bengallee interpreters and agents, and the traders of theplains. T have
repeatedly urged the Cossyah Chiefs, Sirdars, Elders and People to send their
children to these Missionary Schools, and they have, in almost every instauce,
made tho same reply. They said they would willingly do so, provided their
children were instructed in Bengalee, and had the opportunity of acquiring
such knowledge as would be useful to them in after life. I am strongly of
opinion that the people of these Hills will derive no real and lasting benefit
from any scholastic institutions which do not teach through the medinm
of the Bengalee language.

153. Messrs. Robinson and Hudson have reprosented that they
consider it would be advantageous to establish a good Bengalee School at
each of the places in these Hills where we have a Police station, »iz.,
Cherra Poonjee, Nungklow and Joowaie, The latter is, perhaps, the laroest
and most opulent village of the Jynteah Hills, I think it very desirable
that some such experiment should be tried ; but as the district of Nuagklow,
under the recent orders of the Home Government, is to be placed again under
a Nutive Ruler, and as Joowaic is too distant from the sudder station of
Cherra Poonjee for cfficient control over as cholastic establishment at that
out-post, I would recommend that at first an experimental Bengalee School
should be established only at Cherra Poonjee.

~134. The Inspector of Schools has brought to my notice the extreme
difficulty that is experienced in inducing the Cossyahs to send their children
to School. At an carly age they become useful to their parents, who are
unwilling to forego their services to enable them to obtain instruction, the
utility of which is not appurent to them. Mr. Robinson has proposed that a
few small Stlpendxa.ry scholarships should be attached to each Bengalos School,
w1th the vzew of inducing parents to cause the attendance of their children. He

FOR .}, A Erimer. 2 Readm_g Lessons,
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} .
thinks, and L.agree with him, that a few pecuniary rewards of this kind,
judiciously distributed, might be the means of attracting a considerable num-
ber of children to these Schools, The system of giving a small pecumary
subsistence allowance to the most deserving pupils has been tried at the Cole
School at Chycbassah in the South West Frontier Agency, and bas been
found to answer remarkably well there. 1 believe that some arrangement
of the same kind would prove equally advantageous in these Hills.

155. Mr. Robinson has proposcd the under-mentioned establishment
for a Bengalee School at Cherra Poonjee, which, in my opinion, is moderate,
and will answer the purpose very well : -~

EsTABLISHMENT.
A Teacher on 15 Rupees a month .. . 15 Rupees,
Two stipendiary Scholarships, at 5 Rupeces
per mensem cach O Y
Three stipendiary Scholarships, at 3 Rupees

el

~ per meusem cach cee et e e
Eight stipendiary Scholarships, at 2 Rupees
per mensem each .. .. .. .. .. 16 ”
Servant ... v ceh cih e e e e e e ) "
Books and Stationery ... ... .. . . .20

—

Total ... 75 Rupecs.

This Cherra Poonjee Bengalee Schiool should be open to all Classes of the
Community ; but the Scholarships ought to be reserved for the Cossyah
pupils, and bestowed upon them according to merit.

156. If the Reverend Mr. Lewis would undertake the superintendence
of this Bengalee School, it might,with great advantage, [ think, be entrusted to
his {ostering care, for he has proved beyond question that he bas the improve-
nment and well-being of the Cossyah tribes much at heart, and he would, I feel
assured, exert himself to the utmost to do justice to the Institution. Tf Mr.
Lewis will take charge of the School, it would be necessary to make him an
additional grant of Rupees 75 a month for this specific purpose, subject to
the same conditions as those under which he at present receives the monthly
grant of Rupees 50. If, however, Mr. Lewis should be disinclined to take
upon himself the management of the Bengalee School, it might be placed
under the superintendence of the Principal Assistant Commissioner, who
should select a convenient site en the Government, ground for a School-
house, which will cost probably about Rupees 300.

157. If the Bengalee Lxperimental School at Cherra Poonjee prospers,
a Bengalee School might afterwards be opened at Nungklow and Joowiie ;
if, however, the experiment, under Buropean superintendence, fails at the
sudder station, it is not likely to succeed elsewhere.
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" TRADE. .
158. By far the greater portion of the trade of the (.Jossyah and
Jynteah Hills is carried on with the people of the plains on the Southern or
Sylhet side of the mountains.

159, The trade of the Cossyahs with the Assamese is, for the most part
a bartering trade, and is not by any mcans extensive. They take down, to the
Assaw markets, cotton, rude implements of husbandry manufactured from
cride Hili iron by the Cossyah blacksmiths, yams grown on the flanks of the
lower Ilills, small quantities of potatocs, honey, bees’ wax and other I1ill
produce, and they bring back, in exchange, salt, tobacco, molasses, dried
fish, horned cattle, goats, pigs, poultry, cotton and silk cloths, and other
trifling articles. The Exports and Inports are about cqual in value, and
are estimated at about 15,000 Rupees per annum.

160. I subjoin Tables, which have been very kindly preparcd for me
by Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson, of the trade between
this territory and the markets of the Bengal plains. - It is not pretended
that these Tables are very accurate, as they have been compiled, for the most
part, from oral information obtained by crosséquestioning nuwerous traders,
many of whom are extremely ignorant and suspicious, and unable to give any
correct or indeed intelligible account of their own trading transactions. Mr.
Hudson, T know, has taken a great deal of trouble in scarching for the best
inlormation, and it seems to me that these Returns may be accepted as a
fair representation of the state of trade in these Hills.

TABLE OF EXPORTS.

L | 2. T
5 B B
! | Estimated Profits
Articles. 'Quantities Exported.:'Value of Exports.| obtained on

{ ; Exports.
R . — e e _— i e e
Limestone .. .. .. .. ..] 17.00,000 Maunds., Rs. 3,06,000 | Rs. 1,02,000
Smelted Iron .. .. .. ... 43,000 A R 67,600 ” 5,625
(‘(Jﬂl .o P . ) . .o 25,000 bX] | ” 121500 ) 3,!25
Stick Lac .. .. e 60U ” f’ ”» 4,200 ” 600
Honey .. .. .. .. . . 200 PO B 1,600 ’ 200
Bees’ Wax.., v v o0 .o 20 woo Ly, 700 ’ 100
I"Ol'y .o . . . “s . 6 ’” s 9" 750 ¢ D ‘80
POL‘UOCS e . ’ o L 50’000 1] » vaS’OUO ; ) 253000
Cotton. . .. e s . . ‘2,000 1 9 42,000 | » 3,000
Caoutchoue . . 1,000 T 8,000 | 1,000
Coarse Cipnamon .. <. .. .. Looo o, 2,000 » 250
Bay Leaves (Tezpat) v ees l 2,000 w 1,000 .+ 250
Ornges .. .. .o .o oo ..]4,50,00,000 . s 78,750 »” 16,875
Beatel Nuts.. .. .. .. ....7800,00,000 » 3 3_7a500 » 9,875
Pawn Leaves e e e s .!10,00,00,000 . " 12,500 ’ "8,125

* \ Totali.....|Re.  7,00,000 [Rs,  1,70,705
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TABLE OF IMPORTS.

]U ' 2‘ 3. 4'
Fstimated Profits
Articles. Quantities Imported.| Value of Imports. |  obtained on
Twports,

Rico vee eee ee we ee .l 1,50000 Maunds.| Rs. 2,25,000 Rs. 28,125
Sﬂlt .o .o .e e .o e -. 2,‘)00 " b1l IO‘OOO 2 l,OQlO
Oil.. . ao e el e . 800 ” 1 8,000 ” 1,000
Tobacco +. <o cv wer aeen 1,000 ”» » 6,000 " 750
Ghee .. . ... . .. L 100 » " 1,500 - 150
Treacle .o e ve en eeas 1,000 ,, ” 4,000 | 250
\llgﬂr .o .e ‘e . .o .. 500 ”» Ty 5,000 9 750
Dholl .. .. ie eesens 800 ” "1 2,000 ”» 400
Tresh and dried l:mh T . ” 20,000 » 3,000
Cloths of sorts v ... . coee] o . ” 25,000 " 4,000
Cows and Oxen .. .. .. .. .. .. ’ 4,000 ' 500
}.’igs .- .o e . . -coo-o: ves L] I} ]01000 I1) 1,500
Goats .. ... - e ev we] e .. ” 2,500 " 400
Poultry .. . T .. . 8,000 ’ 800
DBrass Pots and Pans .. .. . S .o » 5,000 ' 500
Coral Beads « .. .. .. ... ., e » 2,000 ’ 400
Qold .. .. .. o0 .. . .. ” 4,000 " 300
Silver .. . o0 o0 0wl .. .. ” 8,000 ’ 500

Total... | Ra. 3,50,000 R, 44,325

161. The total value of the Export trade of this territory to Bengal
has been estimated, I think, fairly by Mr. Hudsr» at about seven lakhs of
Rupees per annum, and this, I should say, is rather below than above the
mark. The principal articles of Export are limestone, smelted iron, coal,
potatoes, cotton, oranges, caoutchouc, betelnuts and pawn leaves,

LIMESTONE.

162. The average quantity of limestone annually quarried in this
territory 1s about seventecen lakhs of maunds, of which about fiftcen lakhs
are quarried by the firm of Messrs. TInglis and Co., of Chattuck, and
‘the remaining two lakhs by a Mr. Sarkies and a Mrs. Stark ; the former,
1 believe, 18 an Armenian, the latter an Kast Indian lady. Some of the
Quarries of the former are, I understand, worked in the name of a Native
Gomashta,

163. Herewith 1 bave the honor to submit a list* of the limestone
tracts in the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills held by Mr. Inglis
and other traders in limestone, under leases from the
Governiment and the Cossyah Chiefs and Village Sirdars and Elders.

* Appendix No. 6,

164. The limestone trade is carried on by a system of advances made
to the men who quarry the stone, and the boatmen who bring it down in,
small canoes from the Quarries to the Depdts at Chbattuck and Sonamgungeo.
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Quarrying operations can be carried on only during the dry soasgn, on account
of the exceeding insalubrity of the places where most of the best Quarries
are situated. When the Cholera happens to break out at the Quarries, the
quarrymen immediatoly desert their work, disperse to their own villages, and
will not return till they are convinced that the epidemic has disappeared.
Such occurrences, which are not unfrequent, occasion considerable loss to
the traders in limestone.

165. The lhimestone is sold chiefly to Native Merchants at Chattuck
and Sonamgunge, where it is burnt and waunufactured into slacked lime,
which is exported to Calcutta and all the principal marts in Bengal. Mr. Tnglis
has informed me that onlys about one-sixteenth part of the lime manufac-
tured annually in the Sylhet district, is burnt at his depdt at Chattuek.

166. During the last three years the price of *Sylhet lime” seems to
have risen from about 30 to 50 per cent. in Caleutta, and in most of the
principal Bazars in Bengal.  Messrs, Burn and Co., of Caleutta, the Railway
Contractors, have pointed out the great inconvenience expericneed from the
deficient supply and very high prices of lime, and have informed me, that had
not large quantities of “ Gootia lime” been procurable at almost all the
different places along the Railway line, the probability is that the price of
lime would have risen to treble what it has been during the last three years.

167. 'The price of limestone at Chaituck and Sonamgunge has risen,
during the last three years, more than 50 per cent., and [ am informed that
for some time it has been readily sold at those depdts for 18 Rupees per
100 maunds.

168. Mr. Inglis has aseribed the rise in the price of lime during the
last two years to the scarcity of freight, the enhanced price of labor, and the
rent paid by him for the Government Quarries ; but he says the chief cause
of the rise of prices 1s the difficulty of obtaining freight. No doubt, for the
last two years there has been very great difficulty in procuring boats for the
exportation of lime from Chattuck and Sonamguunge; but this does not
cause the very great rise of price of limestone at these two depdts. The
enhanced prices of limestone and lime have been, T believe, partly ocea-
sioned by the increased valne of labor aud the difticulty of procuring boats.
Messrs. Burn «nd Co. have stuted that “ Messrs. Inglis and Co., of Sylhet,
“are the principal importers of chunam; they have been so long in the
“ trade, and with so little opposition, that they at times can demand their own
“prices for lime; it is said to he,a well-kuown fact that they wil'! only
« prepare such quantitics aud dispose™ of as suits their own convenience in
~ “order to keep the market rates high.”  There is, I think, some foundation

- -

* Sic. in origiual,



for this statewent. Messrs. Inglis and Co. have what is in fact the
monopoly of ‘the Sylhet limestone trade; the business is most lucrative ;
they can fix their own prices, and therefore there is but little inducement
for them to extend their operations and to bring more limestone into the
market.  Mr. Inglis, however, has informed me, that he is * «unguine about
earrying out certain projects to enable him to reduce the rates of limestone
“and lime materially,” It is to be hoped that he will be able to carry out
lis projects for the benetit of the public.

169. Tt igvery desirable that something should be done to render the
supply of limestone and shicked lime more plentiful, and to veduce the prices
thereof, if this can be cffected without injustice to vested interests.  The
leases of three® of the Government Quarries, which will expire on the 30th
of April 1861, ought not t» be renewed.  These Quarries ought to be made
over, ai a moderate rent, to some energetic Buropean  speculator having
a small capital, who is  quite mdependent  of Mr. Inglis, and would
work them fo the best advantage. These Quarries were put wup to pub-
lic competition in April 1556 and leased for five years to Mr. Inglis, who was
the highest bidder for them ; two of them are let for what may be termed
fancy rents.  Mr. Inglis, it is said, bid for them merely to keep other  pacties
out of the market, and having the command of the Iime warket, and a large
capital, he eould, of course, afford to outbid any other speculator. There is not,
I believe, any actual loss on these Quarries : hut I ar eredibly informed that
there s little or no profit.  Mr. Inglis no doubt remuunerates hivself for the
Tack of profit in this direction by a proportionate mnerense n the price demand-
ed for his hmestone,

170. The unworked Lime Quarvicst which Mr. Inglis will resign to
the Government under the recent orders,t ought to be advertised in the
public prints, and leased, at moderats rents, to some trustworthy and energetic
person, who has the means of carrying on the works, and las no connection
with the firm of Inglis and Co.  Search should be made for other lime-beds
along the base of the southern side of the Hills., There seems 1o be a
general impression among the Natives that if the base of the TLlls was
properly explored, other lime-beds would be discovered capable of being
worked with proiit.

171. Till a spirited competition in the lime trade can be established,
it 1s vain to expeet any considerable inercase in the supply of lime from
these Hills; neitheris it likely that the article will be sold on more reasonable
terms than at present,

*1, Choon Cherra and Letting Cheren; 2, Morally Poonjee and Roowaie Poonjee ; 3, Nonglamin Poonjee, &c.
1 Mowdon, Bhawul,, Malram, Mowyong.
T Noo 1434, deted 16th June 1858,
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IRON. .

172, The Cossyahs carry on a rvather considerable trade in smelied
iron with the inhabitants of the Sylhet distriet.  According to Cossyah tradi-
tion, iron has been found and manufactured in these ills trom time immemo.
rial.  The Cossyah processes of extracting, washing and smelting the ore
have heen frequently and minutely deseribed by Professor Oldham, Captain
Yule and others. The orve is sald ta be of the best quality and most abundant
in the Khyrim conutry, and the purest and most superior sort is found at
“®Nungkreem” and ¢ Nogundree”™ in  that district.  The jron trade is
entirely in the hands of the Cossyalis. The petty traders wander about
from village to village collecting the ore, and they purelase it at the markets
of the interior, and take it, down for sale {o the bazars of the pluns. A
small quantity of iron articles, such as dows, Kodals, spear and arrow heads
are wanufactured by the Cossyah smiths in the Hills: but the great hulk of
the sinelted dron is sent to the plans for sale i cirendar Inmps of about 4
ot 5 seers cach.  The best kinds of iron, however, are beaten into flat bars;
the Tamyp iron is called ¢ Beera’”, the Hat or bav aron * Petee” ;‘thl: average
price at Chattuck of the former is from 1 Rupee -+ Annas to 1 Rupee 6 Annas
per maund, and of the latter from about 1 Rupee 10 Aunnas to I Rupee

12 Annas per maund.

173, The Cossyal iron is known to he of excellent. quality for almost
cvery purpose, and is preferred to Enelizh iron by the Bengalee blacksmiths,
in cousequence of its malleability, and being move casily worked ; it is made
into nails aund fastenings for the timbers of hoats, and is very much used

by the native boat-builders of the Sylhet and the neighboaring districts.

174 The average quantity of iron exported every year from the Mills
ix prohably about 50,000 mauuds. Mr. Inghs has informed me that in his
opinion from 50,000 to 60,000 maunds are carried dowu the Hill annually.

175. The Cossyah iron, when brought into the market, contains more
than half dross, and it is this that renders the ivron trade not a profitable
one, The cost of carriage from the 1Iills to the plaing is about 6 Annas per
maund, aud the carriage of the dross eats up the profits of the trade. The
Cossyah traders affirm that they get an average profit of only 2 Annas per
maund. This is perhaps sowmething less than their actual gains ; but the
trade is not a thriving one, and though therc is a considerable and increasing
demand, the supply does not appear to augment. The iron of these Hills is
undoubtedly good, and in some localitics, for instance the Khyrim country,
very abundant; coal, limestone and wood are found in contiguity to it. 1
know no reason why the iron trade should not yield very consider-
able profits, ..provide_d it ‘be carried on in a scientific and economical
manner. ‘
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) COAL.

176.  The two principal coal mines in the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills
are those at Cherra Poonjee and Lakadong, both of which belong to the
tiovernment, and are held under leases, revocable at the pleasure of Govern-
ment, by Messrs. W. Moran and Co., of Culcutta, under the style of the
“ Sylhet Coal Company.”

177.  No coal has been gquarried, T understand, at the Cherra mines for
the last five years, and the Lakadong mines for some time have not been worked
in a satisfactory manner. A proposition for altering the existing arrange-
wents will be submitted in a subsequent paragraph. The coal of Cherra
Pocenjee and Lakadong is admitted to be of very superior quality, and some
attempt, T think, ought to be made to bring it into the market again.
Judging from what was done when the Cherra mines were worked under the
superintendence of Colonel Lister aud Mr. Inglis, T should say that these
mines would yield a fair profit if placed in the hands of enterprising and
skilful managers.  The coal finds a ready sale at Dacca and elsewhere at S
Annas per maund, and the average quantity exported into Bengal is about
25,000 maunds.

POTATOES.

178,  The potatoe was fivst introduced into these Hills in the year 1339
by the Governor General’s Agent, Mr. David Scott, »1d it certainly has heen
the greatest boon that a British Ruler has conferved upon the Cossyah people.
The potatoe trade, which is careied on ecntively by the Cossyahs, is a very
luerative one,  The average quantity of potatoes exported every year is about
50,000 maunds, and the average selling price at Bholagunge, the great ward
at the foot of the Hills, is abont 2 Rupees 8 Annas, and sometimes 3 Rupecs
per maund.  Last year there was a considerable 1ise mn the price of potatoes,
owing, it is said, to the great influx of Buropean Troops at the Presidency,
and 1w consequence the potatoe cultivation has been nereased very consider-
ably this year. The season has been favorable, and the crop which was
gathered in July last, is said to have yielded an out-turn of about 70,000
maunds.

179.  The great bulk of the potatoes grown in these Hills is exported to
the Calcutta market; but small supplies are seut to Sylhet, Mymensing,
Dacea and all the neighbouring Bengal stations.

150, For the last six or seven years the potatoes have become very much
deteriorated both in size and lavor, and Mr. Principal Assistant Commis-
sioner Hudson has exerted himselt very laudably in effecting an improvement
by distributing seed to the Cossyahs. The deterioration is to be aseribed to
the Cossyahs never changing their sced, and planting their potatoes on the-



e ground for geveral Gonsecntive years.. The Californian potatoe seed has

; hut _l,_hQuk@ugcess “the' potutoes were watery, and tHe merchants
,‘wmﬂd,‘not“buy théjn “The Madras pota.tovs seem to be the kind best adapted
| for‘j.the soils of these Hllls The best' potatoes are grown at Nom;kmcm, in
‘the Khyrim ecountry ; not only is their flavor better, but thcy are &ud to.
_ keep much longer than: other po&toes :

181 The potatoe cultlvatlon is increasing every year. Formerly it was
vconﬁncd chiefly to the central portion of .these }Illls, but it is now spreading
“over the Jynteah Hills on the BEast, aud towards the Mahram country on the
,West bomethmg, 1 think, ought to be done to improve the potatoe crops
of these Hills, and I think much might be effected towards that object if the
Government _would order 200 maunds of the best Madras potatoe seed to be.
procured and sent up to Cherra Poonjee for distribution to the Coq.syah
cultivators. * They would, I am told, willingly pay the cost price of the seed,
either in money or in kind, when they obtuained their crops. I think it would
be worth Mmile to try this experiment, which might be made without subjecting
the Government to any loss. The (Government may perhaps be disposed to
render this assistance, inasmuch as it is of the greatest importance to the
prosperity of this part of the couatry, that the potatoe trade should be
encouraged and extended as much as possible

: - COTTON.

182. The cotton of the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills is of inferior qua.hty
The ststple is short and woolly. It is grown chiefly on the lower Hills on the
Assam side, and in the direction of North Cachar. About 12,000 maunds
are annually sent to the Sylhet markets, where an average price of 3 Rupees
8 Annas per maund is obtained for it. It is chiefly made into clothing
for the. poorer clasges. The- trade seems to have increased in a slight degree
-durmg the last few. yems, but as the soil of these Hills is not suitable for the
culuvatlon of cotton and the cost of carriage from the place of' productlon
to that. of saleis very high, any. considerable . 1mpmvement in the cotton
ﬁ, tra.de is’ not to be expected | :
i o ORAN(:ES , -
83 The mosb extensxve and. valuable oranwe grovea are. in. the Cheyla.
Bk Poosie s, Dytung. Poonjoe; - Poonjee -country, and .about. bwo-tlnrds of the’
g Ifﬂ ' Liogteeab, Qotma, - entne annua.l produoa of these H:.lls come. from
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184, The Calcutta market is ch:eﬂy s\ippkzd from’ thesgroyes of Cheyla-
"Puon‘lee ard Bur Poonjee; the oranges ‘of" the ather. villages - are: more
fpenshab]e and cannot, he export&d 1o a distance they are,.in’ consequence.
sold in the bazaars of the nemhbourmg Bengal districts. The Cheyla
Poon_}ee Cu\\}&hq deliver their oranges to. Mr Inglis*: estabhshment at
Chattuck; to the other villages he is obliged to send his own boats and
_servants to collect the fruit. Tt is said that the ‘ovanges cost Mr.. Inglis
-a Chattuck, all expenses included, from 1 Rupee to 1 Rupee 4 Annas per
thousand ; the average price at which thoy are sold to the dealers at: Chatt';ck
ig about 1 Rupce 12 Annas per thou_w_m_d , -

185 The cultivation of nr’mg@s has mcreased very, much of Iate years
and the quuntxt) of fruit brought into the market is increasing considerably
'e\eq year. The former prices, however, are still maintained. The demand
exceeds the supply, and I believe that a much larger quantity of fruit would
meet with -a ready sale at very remunerative prices. About twenty years ago
the average annual produce of Mr. Inglis’ groves was about 110 lakhs;
the out turn of the season of 1857-58 amounted, 1 believe, to 452 lakhs.

- 186.. The orange - cultivation in these Hills is, T believe, capable of
considerable extension, with a good _'p'rospect- of very proﬁtinble returns.  The
valley of Mahram, on the banks of the Damalceah, is said to be a locality
well adapted for the cultivation of oranges, and it is probable that 2n intel-
ligent and enterprising person would find no difficulty in forming gardens
there, ‘which in due season would not be inferior to the now cclebrated groves

of Che-yla Poonjee.

e CAOUTCHOUC

187. The trade in caoutchouc is not extensive ; but the gum is said.to
be procurable in considerable quantlhes in the North Eastern valleys of the
]\hynm country. The climate, however, is deadly there, and only the seasoned
inhabitants of those parts can venture into the forests without the .greatest
da.nger The (;os~yaha are inexpert in tappmg the tree and collecting the
gum and in consequence the caoutchoue is brought into the market in .a-
vefy impure smte and 1s found mixed with the ba.rk of the tree, earth, sand
and ‘other thin ga ‘The Hill caoutchouc sells at Chattuck - for about from_,-
10 Rupees to’ 12 Rupces per. maund The. largest quanhty,kuown t '
been exported in’ one year was about 1000 maunds ' ki

procure ‘any quzmtxty, arlvances muqt be made to the (Josaya.hs fo
Befom the ‘time of dehvety, and of course there_ ;s always muae

dealmgs than the :nhabxta,nts c;f "the,: __lhms: ';
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188. . The Gossyahs carry en a small-though rather lucrative trade with.
i Betel: ﬁuts i “lonven, wtick -6 Sylhet district in- the articles mentmned on
. M’”“g”"’“‘“ﬂ““"’ “’“’f »Joney, he margin, “The Hill betel nuts and pawn leaves
) ESTRURIRPR are highly esteemed by the Natives of the plaxm
.'l e,,a,verage qucmnty of the former sent down into Sylhet is said to be about
300 lakbs, and the average price about 1 Rupee 4 Annas per thousand. About
1,000 lakhs of the latter are exported, and they are sold at about 2 Annas
per thousand. :

R : IMPORTS.

. 189, Rice, which is not cultivated on the Southern side of these Hllls
is the principal import. All the rice that is consumed on this side of the
Hills is brought up from the Sylhet district. The other chief articles of
import from the plains are salt, oil, fish, cloth, cattle, pma poultry and other
articles m('ntwncd in the Table of Imports. »

190, Tlm I think, will be the proper place to notice the representa-
tions which certain mercantile firms in Calcutta have made to the Govern-
ment respecting the trade of these Hills. They have averred that their
Agenfs whilst cndeavoring to engage in the trade and develope the
resources of this part of the country, have met with much illegal and violent
opposition froms Mr. Henry Inglis, who has prevented them from
participating in the lucrative commerce of these Hills, which he mouopolizes
for his own advantage, keeping the people, as it were, in a state of bondage,
and not allowing them to better their wretched condition by dealing with
parties from wlhom they can obtain higher prices for the commodities which
they have to sell,

- -191. I incline to think that the respectable Gentlemen who sub-
nntted these memorials to the (zovemment must have been deceived by
the representatlons of their local agents. Had they been aware of ‘the
actual state of the case, it is not likely that they would have made these
statements: - The only real impediment to the freedom of trade in thesa
Hills of which I am aware, are the orders* passed by Mr. Principal Assistant
Commissioner, Hudson in October 1856, regarding the entrance of aliens
into the Cheyla PoonJee district. ‘T have ‘already d:rected attention to those
orders and expressed an opmmn that they ought to be cancelled Wxth'
-thls _‘exceptwn there 1s not; w1thm my knowledge, any wrltten or unwntten-‘; .

_be 0

~Colema Ha&dan and Brownlow were grossly 1nsultedf,,'_;
& Chi a“-dwtnct i October - 1866 ; but ‘these highly
1265 " W 0 m _opunou fortmtous and unpremed:t&ted "andi'
& ngnnuously represe_ d; _a.-‘ "‘amt_ot; nn ofganzzed :
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oenin: tka habit. of: exerczsmg
“establiaki -himself in trade in.

‘violenice:and oppressiop,: ‘whiék Mr"* Toglis has:
'Agams .eve}y person who'* has’ ‘endeavored.
‘these Hills.

192. - Mzr. Inglis no’doubt possesses very.powerful influence’over: the
Cossyah Chleftmm, Village erdars Elders and People, and-has used it,-L don t
~say in an lmproper manner, to promote and protect his commercial mberests :
His influence has been acquired and strengthened by his long; extensive: and
_:";prospexous intercourse with these Mouutaineers, ‘ by his near- ‘connection.
" wath the Political Officer who exercised the supreme Civil and Military power
- for so many ye'u's in these Hills, and, I may add, also by the fairness nnd:
. _'hbemlity of his dealmgs with all classes of the- geople I am not aware tha.t
 this influence has been obtained by improper means, or ‘used unfairly.in’
_the prosecuuon of his trade. Mr. Commissioner Dunbar, in" 1849, .gave
‘it as his opiniun that there was no ground for imputations of this kind,
and I know that the Cossyahs do not regard Mr. Inglis as an eppressor,
and tra,de with him willingly, without the least overt or covert compulnon
of any sort, and apparently with much satisfaction and advantage -to
themselves.

193. The trade in lime and oranges is the only trade in which
_Mr Inghs 48 now engaged, and as he is not at all concerned in any other -
‘branches of traffic, it is almost superﬂuous to add that he can bave no object
or interest in offering any opposxtmn to those who wish to embark
in them.

194. 1 have sought earnestly for—1J have taken the greatest pains to
rea.ch—-the truth, and the. result is that I verily believe the imputations a‘nd
'uccusatmns made by the Memorialists in regard to the trade of these Hills,
are not only’ ‘without proof, but entirely without foundation.

195. It appears to me that the great obstacle to the freedom and sue-
ccessful prosecution of tmde in these Hills by Furopean Mérchants, is the
.anomalous state of the law and. judicial practice in this terntory N
~Brltlsh Merchant, of common prudence w:llxemb&rk capxtal m fshe oriiin
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196, No doubt the trade*aind resources of these Hills could be much
improved and developed by British capital, enterprise and skill; but these
mountains certainly are not the commercial El Dorado which certain
Calcutta Merchants apparently have supposed them to be. Fortunes are not
more likely to be made here than elsewhere through the agency of drun-
kon sailors and levanting soldiers. If the Calcutta Merchants will send
up able, honorable and cnergetic men as their agents, they will no doubt
in time succeed in establishing a profitable trade in limestone, oranges
ahd other products of these Hills ; but they must dcpute men who can
conciliate and gain the confidence of the Cossyah Chiefs and people, and not
persons who cajole and irritate them with empty promises and false hopes,
and end In endeavouring' to overrecach them. The recent proccedings of
Messrs. Sweetland and Coleman, L fear, have done much to impede the pro-
gress of commerce, and throw discredit on the British name they have
increased, I think, very materially the difficulties which beset all alien mer-
chants when they first begin to trade with cunning, suspicious and semi-
savage tribes like those that are found in these mountains.

STATION or CHERRA POONJEE.

197. The great want of the station of Cherra Poonjec is a good Dazar.
There is a small one in the Cantonments, but it is altogether insufficient for
the requirements of the inhabitants of this station. Rice and other provisions
in this Bazar are gencrally of very inferior quality, and often exorbitantly
dear. There is little orno competition among the traders, for the Letter class
of Bengalce shop-keepers object to come to a Military Bazar, and to belng
placed under Military rules and regulations, The Station Police Thannah is
in the Cantonments, which is, I think, objectionable, now that the Civil and
Military functions are no longer united. A rather large picce of land will be
added to the station almmost immediately, and this opportunity should be
taken to remove the Thannah fromn the Cantonments, and place it on a site
which would be suitable for a Civil Bazar. If liberal terms be offered to the
Shop-kecpers, there ought to be no difficulty in cstablishing a good Civil
Bazar, which would be most useful to the inhabitants of the station.

198. A “Seral” for the accommodation of Native Travellers is much
needed at this station. It should be erected near the new Thannah and Civil
Bazaar. A great many traders and travellers are always passing through
this station to and from Assam, and occasionally they find much difficulty
in obtaining the requisite shelter in the present Bazar. The better classes of
Hindoos and Mahomedans dislike putting up in the Cossyahs’ houses, where
impurities of all kinds abound.

199, The cost of a new Thannah building would be about 700 Rupees,
aud a convenient “ Serai” might be erected for about 300 Rupees ; levelling

P
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and preparing the ground for a new Bazar would cost about 300 Rupees.
The total cost’of these improvements would not exceed 1,000 Rupees.

CHARITABLE DISPENSATRY.
200. I do myself the honor to submitr herewith, in original, a letter *
_ which T have received from Mr. Assistant Surgeon Dillon,
* Appendix No. 7. . . T . . .y .
in charge of the Medical duties of the civil station of
Cherra Poonjee, recommending the establishment of a charitable Dispensary
at that station for the purpose of affording medical relief to the Hill peopte

of this neighbourhood.

201. The Cossyahs formerly felt a great aversion to Faropean Medical
treatment ; but T am told by persons who have the best opportunities of
understanding them, that of late they have become much more reasonablo on
this subject. I think a charitable Dispensary at this station would he found
most useful in humanizing these wild Hill tribes, and inspiring thema with
kind and friendly feelings towards their European Rulers. But in order that
an institution of this-kind should mecet with any degree of success here, it is
‘essentially necessary that the BEuropean Officer in charge of it should be not
only skilful in his profession, but a person who is habitually kind and con-
siderate to Natives, and possesses the art of conciliating them and gaining
their coufidence. If the Medical Officer be without these very necessary
qualifications, to establish a charitable Dispensary will be a mere waste of
public money.

202. A building saitable for this purpose can be erected at this station
for about 500 or 600 Rupees, and the only servants required will be a
Bheestce and a Sweeper, whose wages will be five Rupces a month each, The
Native Doctor and Dresser of the Jail Hospital, whose duties are very light,
will be very well able to attend to the Dispensary as well as to the Jail.

203, What Doctor Dillon has represented regarding the advantage
of having a well-cducated Cossyah Native Doctor attached to this station,
is, I think, deserving of favorable consideration. A Cossyah Native Doctor
being in attendance at the station Hospital would, no doubt, be a great
inducement, at first, to the Cossyahs to resort to the European Medical Officer
for Medical aid, and when once they can be mnade to understand the advantages
of Buropean Medical skill, they will not be bagkward in availing themselves
of it. It would be a good plan to send two or three intelligent Cossyah
youths to be educated, as Native Doctors, in the Calcutta Medical College.
Probably the Reverend Mr. Lewis might be able to recommend one or two pro-
mising Cossyah converts, brought up at his Mission, who would be desirous of
obtaining a good Mcdical education in Calcutta ; of course the Government .
would have to pay all tho expense of the Medical education of these young



( 59 )
.
men, for all of them are very poor and urvablp to support themse]ves whilst
under tuition in Caleutta. Tt might perhaps be desirable to send also a
young unconverted Cossyah to Calcutta to be educated as a Native Doctor ;
but I am afraid it would be difficult to find any young Cossyah, not a
Christian, who has suflicient education to enable him to matriculate at tho
Calcutta Medical College.

JAIL.
204. The small Jail at this station is well kept and very creditably
managed by Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson. The building
has been recently transferred frow the Military to the Civil Department ;
but the additions and imppovements recommended by the Inspector of
Jails have not yet been sanctioned.  The average number of prisoners during
the official year 1857-58 was 23, and the number is expected to decrcase
during the current year. Under these circumstances, it scews doubtful

whether it is necessary to incur any large expenditure for improvements in
this Jail. There must be many other Jails where money could be more
usefully and profitably spent.

205. Daskets, grinding-stones, curry-stones, and stone-platters are the
articles manufactured in this Jail; bat the paucity of
prisoners does not adwmit of any extensive manufac-

e turing operations. These articles are chicfly made

A8 EN .

185455 | 20 156 9 during the wet weather, when the conviets cannot be

! ;:’:’,"7’ ' 3 1 ¢ sentout to work on the roads. A memorandum show-
S ImTes 9 13 ng the state of the “ Conviet Labor IFund” is given on
o ' ~ the margin. The surplus profits of the years 1854-55
and 1855-56 have bLeen expended in purchasing building materials for a
wall round the Jail vegetable garden ; those of the following year are being
expended in repairing some wooden bridges at the station, and in planting a
few trees by the sides of the station roads; the unappropriated balance
amounts only to Rupees 9-14-3. The Inspector of Jails has brought the unsuit-
ableness of the Jail Hospital to the notice of the Government. T would sug-
gest that, tilla new one can be erected, a fire place be constructed in the pre-
sent building ; it would cost about 4 or 5 Rupees. During tho rainy and cold
season this IHospital without a fire must be a very wretched place for the
sick, particularly for those who are accustomed to the warm climate of the
plains, I observe that the Inspector of Jails in his Report* for the year
1856-57 has stated that the salary of the Civil
Surgeon is debited to the Jail; but this, I find, is a
mistake ; the salary is debited, as is usual, to *“ Judicial Charges General,” and
therefore the larcrc cost of the prisoners is not attributable to this butl to
other circumstances. During the year 1857-58 the Principal Assistant Com-

‘missioner has dxscharged a certain portion of the Burkundauze Guard, wheré-

!
E Surplus profits.

Years. |
|

* Appendix No. 1, Page 107.



( 60 )

by a savmg of 30 Rupees a month has been”effected, and he informs me that
he is about to propose to the Inspector of Jails a still further reduction of
the establishment.

STATION ROADS.

206. Much money and labor have been expended on the roads of this
station ; but they are now, and have been, T understand, for some time, in a
very dilapidated condition. Formerly they were kept in repair by the pri-
soners ; but latterly there have been so few working prisoners that it has treen
found impossible to keep the roads in a proper state of repair. The average
number of working prisoners during the year 1857-58, was about 22. The
« Convict Labor Fund” can afford no assistance to road making. Under
these circumstances I venture to snggest that the ground rents of the station
building sites, amounting to 148 Rupees per annum, might be applied, with
much advantage, to the repairs of the roads and other station improvements.

DISTRICT ROADS.

207. " The paved high road across the Hills to Assam is in good order;
but arrangements should be made so that the annual repairs, which now
are usnally commeneed in March and not completed before the end of April,
should be done immediately after the cessation of the rains, so that the
road might be ready at the end of Novembor at tho latest. In these parts
the rains ordinarily commence in May, aud in consequence the repairs are
washed away almost immediately after they have been completed. The
Executive Oflicer, Mr. Munro, has informed me, that the repairs are
delayed because the estimate of the Executive Officer is not sanctioned in
time to enable him to commence the work earlier. 'This, T think, requires
amcodment, Tf a formal estimate cannot Dbe prepared, a rough one,
framed with reference to the expenditure of past years, might be sanctioned
in time to enable the Executive Officer to coamence operations at the proper
season. Under the present system not only does the public derive no advan-
tage from these expensive repairs, but the cost of them is conéidembly
increased, for if they were made in October, the earth-work would have time
to settle down, and the rains would not damage the road nearly to the same
extent as they now do.

208. The road from Terriah Ghaut at the base of the Southern side of
the Hills, to Company Gunge in the Sylhet district, ought to be cleared, and
repaired every year by the Sylhet authorities as soon as possible after the
close of every rainy season. At the beginning of December last, I found the
road almost closed by the jungle.

209. In 1856,* the Government was pleased to sanction the expetidi-
ture of a sum of Rs. 1,300, for constructing that portion ol the Sy]het and

* Orders, No. 171, dated March 16th 1856.
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Assam 1oad which lies betwern Puadooah and Tewrriah Ghaut, and for bridg-
ing a mountiin stream called the Lengetiah River; nothing, however , [ under-
stand, has been yet done towards carrying out these orders.

210. It is very desirable that the road through the 1Iills from Cherra
Poonjee to Assaloo in North Cachar {distance about 105 miles) which has
been sanctioned by the Government,* should be completed as soon as the
requisite funds are available for this purpose.  Ahout 9 miles of the road
fro; Cherra Poonjee Eastward towirds Assaloo have been made hy Mr.
Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson at a cost of R, 2,812-7-9, and T
believe 10 or 12 wiles of road from Assaloo Westuard towards Cherra
Poorijee have been completed by the Junior Assistant Commissioner in
charge of the North Cachar Uistrict.

DISTRICT bfull)(:l;.

211, To insure an uninterrupted communication befween Sylhet and
Assam ab all seasons of the year, it is absolutely necessary that a bridee should
be built again across the Boga Panee River in the place of the iton suspen-
sion bridge, which was carried away by the floods in the month o' June 1831,
1 am told that a vough timber bridge, strong enough to enable men and cattle
to cross over at all tines, might be constracted over the River for about 1,000
Ruapees. There are two other mountain streams ealled “ Kawah Runnal’
and * Kawah Jappoong” to the North of Moflong and between that place and
Syung, which onght to be bridged, and stone bridges, 1 should say, might
be thrown across them at a very moderate cost.

STAGING BUNGALOWS
212, A staging bungalow is much required at the village of Surrarcem,
which is about midway between Cherra and Motlong, that stage being more
than 16 miles on a steep and ditienlt road.  There is a dilapidated staging
bungalow in a dell close to the Kalapanee Bridge, which is abont 9 miles
from Cherra on the road to Moflong.  This bungalow has heen abandoned
for some thme on account of its extreme unhealthiness, and is quite untic for

the purpose.

213. At the Moflong bungalow there is great difficulty in procuring
rater  during the dry sfxxx.soxl; and a tavk is very much required there. A
tank of the ‘rcquisitc dimensions would cost, Mr. Hudson informs me,
about 300 or 600 Rupecs.

214. The Nungklow staging bungalow is inconveniently placed in a
bleak and exposed situation at a distance from the Assam bigh road It
should be removed to Mr. David Scoft’s garden, which is, in every respoect,
meore prelerab]e site than the present one.

 * .Orders No 0. 1017, dated 24th July 1856,  Ovders No. 3189, dated 16th December 1836,
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215. A]l the staging bungalows on the Sylhet and Assam road ought
to be supp]ud with a small quantity of strong furniture and other useful
articles for the accommodation of travellers, such as are allowed for the
dak bungalows on the Grand Trunk Road. The very few articles of fur-
niture now in these bungalows are quite worn out aud unserviceable.

POST OFFICE

216. T have heard several complaints regarding the Cherra and Sylhet
Post Offices, some of which, I believe, are not altogether without foundatfon.
The former is merely a branch office to the latter. The Sylhet Post Office
scems to bein bad repute with the European as well as the Native Community
of Sylhet. During the rains the Caleutta mcula‘ are not unfrequently eleven
or twelve days in reaching Cherra Poonjee, and sowme times three or four mails
arrive together. Boats are allowed for six months, viz., from the Ist of Juneto
the 30th of November, for the couveyance of the mails between Dacea and
Sylhet.  The rainy season usually commences in Sylhet early in May, and in
consequence there is always great irregularity and confusion in the mail ser-
vice for about three weeks from the time the rains begin to the time when
boats can be put on the line.  The Postal Aathorities ought to be permitted to
entertain boats for a period of six mouths; bat there should be no restrietion
as to the dates on which they are to be cmployed; the boats should be used
when they are required, and discharged when they are not vequired. Tt how-
ever, it be considered necessary to specify dates for the entertainment and dis-
charge of dalk boats, they ought to be kept up from the Ist off May to the.
3lst of October.

217. Parcels sent by banghy from Caleutta to Cherra Poonjee are
often six weeks in rveaching their destination, and their contents are not
unfrequently spoiled by the careless manner in which they are conveyed. Since
1 have been at this station, 1 have had oflicial parcels of importance sent to
me from the Presidency by banghy, which have been more than a month in
trausit in the dry scason. 1 made a representation on the subject to
the Post Master (reneral of DBengal, who has informed me that the delay
“gecurred owing 1o a large accumulation of pwrcc]s in transit at the Dacca
Post Office,” and that a « pmpmmon 15 now under GOI\bld(‘l'&tl()ll in view to
remedy the evil complained of.”

..

218. The transit of the mails between Cherra Poonjee and Assam
seems to be susceptible of some improvement. All the dak stages from
Pundooah on the Sylhet boundary to Gowhatty in Assam appear to be much
too long. I am told that they average from 12 to 16 miles, and the last stage
from Moirahpore into Gowhatty is not less than 21 miles. It cannot be
expected thar the dik peons will be uble to cdzry the mails at the rate the
dak ought to travel when the stages are of such an unreasqnable,_ length.
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The number of runners ought to be doubled, the stages should be
rearranged, so that the length of each should not exceed 7 or 8 miles ; torch-
bearers should be allowed to accompany the dik runners when they travel
at night. If some such measures as these were properly carried out, the
dik could be conveyed from Sylhet to Gowhatty in 36 instead of 72 hours
as at present.

219.  The letter mail from Caleulta to Gowhatty is now sent  v/d Rung-
pore in nine days in the dry and about ten days in the rvainy season  Mr.
g mmp¢l Assistant Commissioner Hudson has informed me that, with proper
management, the Calentta mails ought to he conveye :d ved Sylhet and Cherra
Poonjec to Gowhatty in seven or eight days at all scasons of the year.  Per-
haps it may be considered desirable that the Post Master General of Dengal
should make the requisite inquiries on this subject.

PUBLIC MONUMENT,

220. Under the orders* of Government, the Monument erected by the
Government to the memory of the late Mr, David Scott, formerly Governor
(General’'s Agent on this I'rontier, was to be repaired by, and 1s to remain in
charge of the Department of ublic Works. The repairs seem to have been
coarscly done, and the inseription on the marble tablet has become almost
illegible.

BOUNDARIES.

221. It is of the greatest importance that the boundary between the
Sylhet district and the Cossyah Hills, and the boundaries of the Jynteah
Hill territory should be carvefully and correctly defined and laid down by a
competent Officer, with as little delay as possible.

223 The Supreme Government has orderedt the boundary of the
Sylliet district and Cossyah Hills to be laid down us determined by Lieutenant
Fisher's survev.  Lieutenant Fisher's Map is not to be found in any of the
public oflices on this frontier; but it iy likely that it, or a copy of it, may be
found in your office, or in that of the Surveyor General ; however Licute-
nant Fisher's reporty which was sent with the Map to the Magistrate of Sylhet,
is very full and complete, and an intelligent. Officer, guided by it, would, I

think, find but little difficulty in making a correct demareation of the boun-

dary line. For the prevention of all disputes hercafter, it scems desirablo
»that the whole of the Sylhet boundary, where there are no natural land-marks,
should be defined by pillars of masoury.

923, 'T'he boundaries of the Jynteah Hills will require much attention,
On the North and h.vsb the boundguy is disputed with tln, Nowgong district,

e 8t st oo e e

* Reaulut.xuu on l-\Ir.M:ll ) ltepurt duted 24th November 1803 Pum. 29,
t Orders No., 745, November 3th 1853,
I 16tk Soptember 1829.
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and on the West there is a long standing dispute with the Chieftain of
Khyrim, which must be very caretully scttled; other disputes probably will
arisc on the Western side with the Moleem state when the boundary comes
to be laid down.  Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner 1ludson is a Sur-
veyor by profession ; he has a very fair knowledge of these Hills, and has
considerable expericnce mm  the managemaent of  their wild tribes; he
is a very prudent and intelligent Officer, and I think it would be most
advantageous, in cvery respect, to employ himn, during the ensuing cold season,
in laying down the boundaries of these Hills, Of course it would ¢be
necessary to relieve him ot all other business, during the period of his
cmployment on this special duty.
COAL MINES. '

224. T have the honor to submit a few observations on the coal mines
of Cherra Poonjee, Byrung Poonjee and Lakadong, which belong to the
Government.

CHERRA AND BYRUNG MINES.

225, On the 20th of April 1848, the Political Ageunt took a perpe-
tual lease of the Cherra mines from the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, and a lease
of the same kind of the Byrung mines from the Sirdars of that village.  The
Byrang lease was countersigned by the Cherra Rajab, who had been placed in
charge of the Byrung district, in the year 1829, by the Governor General's
Agent, Mr. David Scott.  The conditions of both le.-es are, that the Govern-
meunt is to pay to the Rajah aud Sirdars respectively, a royalty of one Rupee
for every 100 wmaunds of coul quarried and removed from the mines, and
that the Cossyahs of Cherra and Byrung Pooujees are to be permitted to
work these beds ou their own account.

226.  The right of Government to work these mines was transferred™ on
the 25th of September 1811, for a period of twenty years, to Captain J. R.
Engledue, then Agent of the Peninsular and Oriental Company. It was
stipulated that Captain Engledue was to undertake the responsibilities of the
Governnient, and to abide by the conditious under which the mines had been
Jeased to the Govermment. The legsee engaged not to transfer Lis lease to
another party without the permission of the Government, and if he failed to
work the mines for two consecutive years, the Government was to have the
right of resuming them.

227.  Captain Engledue scems to have made over his lcase, in the
year 1843, to Messrs. Gisborme and Co., of Calcutta, who tr.usferred it,
with the permissiont of Government, sn May 13561, to Mr. W. Moran of

# Secretery to the Government ta J. R. Eungledue Ysq., No. 2271, Sept.uml.wr 16th 1844; )
+ Under-Seerctary to Government  Bengal to Political Agent, No. 135, May 14th 1851, Paca. 1.



Caleutta. The original agreement made with Captain Engledue yill expire in
September 1864,

228. I understand that no coal has been quarried by the Jessces at the
Cherra mines since 1846 or thereabouts, though they have occasionally
purchased coal in small quantities from the Cossyall miners. The Byrung
coal beds, I Dbelieve, have never been worked by the lessees since the
Government made them over to Captaiu Engleduc.

L]

229. It is quite clear that the present lessce has never worked these
mines for a much Jonger period than “two consecutive years,” and judging
from the past, 1 am decidedly, of opinion, that the object the (fovernmeunt had
in view in leasing these mines, viz, that they shall be worked and the mar-
ket supplied with good coal ut the lowest possible rate,” has not been accom.-
plished, and indeed is not likely to be accomplished as long as the existing
arrangements are continued, I am of opinion that these mines should now
be resumed, according to the agreement made with Captain Tngledue, and
that they shounld be advertized and offered for lease to any respectable irm
or individual who has the mcans and will undertake to work them properly.
The Cherra mines, I think, should be leased separately from the Byrung
mines. The former might be given for ten years to any enterprising mercantile
firm or person who would engage to mine and remove not less than 20,000
maunds of coal anmually, to accept the responsibilitics of the Government, and
to observe the conditions under which the lease was given to the Government
by the Cherra Rajah; the lcase should not be transferable without the pre-
vious sanction of the Government, and might be granted on the understand-
g that it would be rencwed on the same terms for a further period of ten
years, provided the Government is satisticd with its lessce.

230. But little is known regarding the capabilities of the Byrung
Poonjee coal beds; they should be advertized in the public prints and leased
to the best advantage.

231. There is likely ere long to be an increased demand for Cherra
coal in the Eastern districts of Bengal, and I sce no reason why the Cherra
coal should not, with skilful*and energetic management, become a profitable
article of commerce ; but these expectations are not likely to be fulfilled as
long as the mines remain in the hands of the present lessee, for he has done
nothing at all during his long tenancy to improve and promoto the Cherra
Poonjee coal trade.

LAKADONG MINES,
232, The Lakadong coal mines are situated in the Jynteah Hills, and
Jare the property of Government as the ruler of the Jynteah Hill territory,
R
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233. These mines were first leased by The Government,* for three years,
to Mr. W. I3, Darley, in the year 1848, on the condition of his paying the sum
of one Rupee for every 100 maunds of coal worked by him. This lease was
not transferable without the previous sanction of the Government.

934. In March 1849 Mr. Darley made over his lease to Messrs. Gis-
borne and Co., who not long afterwards transferred it to Mr. W. Moran ; but
the Govemmmt in May 1851 declined to renew the lease in that gen.tlemzm s
favor. Subsequently, however, the Government was pleased, ¥ as a tempotary
arrangement, to grant permission to Mr. Moran to work these mines “ on the
“ terms of the former lease terminable with three months’ notice at any time at
“the diseretion of Government.” No alteration has been made in this
wrangement up to the present time.

235. The quantity of coal extracted from the Lakadong mines, and
; ‘ ‘ © the payments made thereon from the

1
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Years. aised, | T . } beginning of 1850 to the end of 1856,
el Lo are exhibited in a tabular form on
| - B | i ' . "
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Y : : : . - . . .
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1851 2(,;‘,(_,”; o] 200 | o] ol a satisfactory manner, but the provi-
1852, 12,000 7 0 1200 00 0§ o, . o of his te v egve hi
1853, 623 | 01 CARER IS sional nature of his ftenure gave him
1854, 21,887 | 0 2813111 o encouragement to make the outlay
1855, 37.705 | 36 BT s _ = 3
1856, 20,542 180 205 61 o | that is necessary to work them as they
— ,!_._.! _ — ought to be worked. Tt is desirable,
; ,
‘ om0 | s | e Laos | , | In my opinion, that the terms of the
Total ...| 1,30,608 | 35 | Rs. 1,395 ‘ 1] 2| VARY! g
el L lease should be altered in such a man-

ner as may induce the {'uturo lessee to take a much greater interest in the
undertaking than has hitherto been shown by the present lessees, I under-
stand that Mr. Moran is desirous of taking a lease of these mines for a term
of years, and as he has expended some money on the mings, and as his agents
bave, on the whole, behaved well to the people, I would, with deference, re-
commend that a lease be granted to him on the under-mentioned terms, which
will be found, I think, beneficial to him, the Government and the public.

1st.—A fixed rent of 200 lupces per annum, and a royalty of $ Annas for
every 100 maunds of coal quarried and removed.

2ad.—Lessce to engage to quarry and remove every year, durmd his lease,
not less than 20,000 maunds of coal per annum.

3rd.—Term of lease, ten years, renowable for ten years more on the same
terms, provided the lessco gives satisfaction to the (xovernment

. ()ulmn No. 91, dated 10th of May 1848.
+ Orders No. 166, dated June 12th 1851,



Ath.—Lease not transferable without the previous sanction of Government.
and to be forfeited for the non-vbservance of its conditions.

236. The terms of lease proposed by Professor Oldham will be found
at pages 56 and 57 of his “ Report on the coal mines of Lakadong.” There
Is no very great diffcrence botween them and those now submitted for
considoration. I have deemed it unadvisable to make any proposition for
granting a remission to the lessce for the moncy that may and ought
to be expended by him *in the permanent improvement of the com-
munication between Lakadong and Piclador,” because it is quite impos-
sible for the district Officer to have any check on this expenditure, or
to ascertain whether the expenditure tor which remission would be claimed
had or had not been made; and because, if these mines are really worth
working, the lessce ought to be able to pay without difficulty the light rent
and royalty mentioned in my memorandom, and to improve the land and
water communiecations with these mines at his own expense.  Mr, Moran’s
former acent, the late Mr. Sweetland informed me that he consjdered these
conditions to be liberal. T case Mr, Moran should not be willine to take
these mines on the proposed terms, I would recommend that they be adver-
tised for Jease in the public prints of the Presidency, and that a lease be
granted to any wvespectable party, having the requisite eapital, who would
undertake to work them properly on any terms that might be sanctivned by
the Government.  There will be no difficulty, I think, in getting an cligible
lessce on the terms above mentioned, or indeed on terms more favorable to
the Governnient,

237. The boundaries of the Lakadong minecs ought to be defined and
fixed according to P'lan No. 1 annexed to Professor Oldham’s Report, and
only the land of “the small plateau of Lakadong,” which is deseribed by the
Professor as being legs than one square mile, should be included in the
lease.

' CONQUERED VILLAGES.

238. 1 bave had personal interviews with, and have questioned the
Sirdars, Elders and Headmen of the British villages of Mamloo, Moosmye
and Soopar, and all of them told mc that they were satisfied with the manner
in which these districts are at present managed ; and as I had no complaints
against them from the people under their charge, I am inclined to think
that, on the whole, the present system works satisfactorily in these villages,
and that no alteration in the judicial and fiscal arrangements is at present
vequired. I have already mentioned that some very clear and brief direc-
tions should by given every now and then, vivd voce, to the heads of these
*nllages, for their. guxdance in their village duties. They should be made t6
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understand, by carcful personal explanation,“that they are to decide all potty
civil and eriminal cases in open durbar, according to the established customs
of their country, and to report and refer all civil and criminal matters of
importance for tho orders of the Officer in charge of the Cherra Poonjee
distvict.  What is to be considered a petty civil and eriminal case should bo
thoroughly explained to them ; any minute written rules would be perfe ctly
uscless, for they cannot read and could not understand them,

239.  All these villages contribute something towards the expen$es

incurred by the Government in admiuistering the affairs of these Hills.
MAMLOO POONJEE

2394, The house tax of Mamloo Poonjee, which has been recently
readjusted on equitable prineiples, is quite as much as that small village can
afford to pay.

MOOSMYE POONJEE

240. The Moosmye people are very poor, and of late have endured
much oppression from the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee, who has been endeavor-
ing to force them to remove from their own and to scttlo in his village.
They repair, frec of cost, that part of the Sylhet and Assam high road which
is in their village, and this contribution of labor is, T think, cousidering
their means, a sufficient taxation for them. 1t mighs be feasible to sub-
stitute a light-house tax in Jieu of this labor on the road; but 1 do not recom-
mend such a measure ; the amount realized trom such a tax would be very
trifling, and the tax would, I know, give great dissatisfaction to the Moosmye
villagers, and in all probability might canse many of them to desert their
village. Moosmye Poonjee is the nearest British village to Cherra Poonjee,
and its inhabitants are very useful to the residents at that station. Tt is in
my judgment altogether inexpedient to make any further fiscal demaund at
present upon the village of Moosmye.

SOOPALRR POONJEE.

241. The Soopar Poonjee district pays an annual rent to Govern-
ment of 300 Rupces, besides which the Government obtains a net rent of
1,060 Rupees per annum from the Soopar Lime Quarries which are under
lease to Mr. Inglis. The district is rich; its botel nut gardens are very
valuable. The present taxation is exceedingly light. It is not, however,
expedient, in iy opinion, to increase the assessment at the present juncture.
The Soopar people, who were formerly notorious throughout these Hills
for their murders, robberics and all kinds of violence, have now become
peacetul traders and cultivators ; they' are orderly and contented, and are’
carrying on a thriving trade with the plains. I think it will be wxse to allow
things to remain as they aré at least for another ten years, -
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242. The Sirdars of Soopar oonjee arc in the habit of levying a tax,
which is very injurious to trade, on all goods brought durify the rainy
season from the interior of the Hills and put on boats at 'lurmh Ghaut. I
think that this irregular taxation should be forthwith prohibited. These
duties are levied on the Government high road from Sylhet to Assam, where
it crosses the Dholaic River. Two pice are demanded for every laden boat
of 20 maunds and under, and one anna for every laden boat of a burthen
exceeding 20 maunds. In 1554, some of the Cherra traders resisted
thig oppressive tax, and appealed against it to the Principal Assistant Com-
missioner, who decided, I think, very properly, that the Sirdars of Soopar
Poonjee, being only the headmen of the village, holding oftfice under the
Government, are not entitled to levy a tax of this kind, without the permis-
sion of the GGovernment. The Sirdars appealed to the Governor General’s
Agent at Gowhatty, who rcversed the Principal Assistant Commissioner’s
orders, and gave permission to thesc Sirdars to levy these taxes on the
Government high road as before. I entirely concur with tho Principal
Assistant Commissioner in thinking, that these Sirdars ought not to be per-
mitted to levy taxes of any kind on the Government highway, for they are
a source of great oppression to all the petty traders of these Hills; besides,
to allow these Sirdars to levy taxes on this high road is likely to encourage
other Chieftains, through whose territories the road passes, to attempt simi-
lar exactions, and if all these Chicefs begin to levy duties on a road which
has cost the Government lakhs of Rupees, the whole trade between Assam
and Sylhet will soon be destroyed.

243. The boundarics of these three conquered villages are not known,
and should be carelully defined by the district Oflicer as soon as he has leisure
to do so. There arc some jungle and waste lands in these villages, which
ought, if possible, to be turned to somo use; in the Soopar Poonjee district,
1 understand, they are rather extensive. The Principal Assistant Commis-
siouer should be directed to make inquirics regarding the capabilities of these
jungle lands, which ‘might be granted to speculators on the same terms as
waste lands are granted in Assam, or they might be given in small quantities
to natives of the pl#ns or others who might be willing to tuke them on a
Halabadie tenure.

THE JYNTEAIL HILLS.

244, The Jynteah Hill territory was surrendered to the British
Government in the year 1835 by Rajah Raj Indro Sing. Its area is said
to be about 25 square miles. 1t is divided into ninetcen separate “ Elakas”
or districts, fifteen of which are Doloieships ; to each of these districts there is
rone ‘Doloie, who is the chief village awthority. The remaining four “Elakas”
‘are, under the change of thirteen headmen called Sirdars. The Elaka of
‘Oomioh and Paunch Poon_;ee, which is entirely separate from-the other



portion of the Jynteah Hill territory, is bounded on the North hy Cherra,
on the South by the plains of Jynteah, on the East by Khyrim, and on the
West by the Soopar Poonjee district. Besides these nineteen Elakas there is
the small village of Pichador Poonjee, which has been setiled as a Halabadie
tenure with the sister of the ex-Rajah of Jynteah, aud in which there is no
Govoernment official.

245. ‘When the country first came under the control of the Political
Agent, he permitted the Doloies and Sirdars to iuvestigate and decide ,all
¢ivil suits without limitation, and all criminal cases not of a heinous

nature ; but in time when it became apparent that the people were not
satlsﬁed with the proceedings of their village Chiefs, the Political Agent
considered it necessary to place further restrictions on their civil and crimi-
val powers, and accordingly, in the year 1841, he limited their jurisdiction in
civil suits to the value of 30 Rupees, aund prohibited them from trying all
criminal cases in which they, their relatives and dependents, and other Chiefs
were inany way concerned.  Appeals from Wl orders aud decisions of the
Doloies and” Sirdars in civil and eriminal cases, were received and determined
by the Political Agent, and parties who chose to prefer their complaints, civil
or criminal, direet to the Political Agent, were permitted to do so. The
practice above deseribed is still continued.

946.  The Doloies of the fifteen ubove-mentioned “ Elakas™ have always
been clected and removed by the people.  For some time after the British
Government came into possession of the country, the Political Agent permitted
the people to eleet, retain and remove their Doloies after theiv own fashion,
which was according to no fised rule or practice; the result was that there
was a perpetual struggle between the influential inhabitants of many of the
« Elakas” to procure the dismissal of the Doloie in oftice, and to replace him
by some other candidate of an opposite faction. These frequent electioneering
strogeles kept the country in a constant turmoil, and produced much ill
blood among the different classes of the people, withodt any corresponding
advantage, and in consequence the Dolitical Agent, in November 1850,
passed an order that, for the future, persons elected and appointed Doloies
were to hold their offices for three years, provided they conducted their
duties efficiently ; at the end of cvery three years a new election was to take
place, but the former Doloie might be re-clected under these orders, as often
as the people chose to elect him. No doubt this was an improvement on
the former practice. The Doloies are bad enough now, but they were decidedly
worse under the former regime; now they feel some security that they will
remain in office for three years if they behave tolerably well; formerly
they were liable to be turned adrift .at any moment, and were obliged
to be entncly sabservient to those who had the power aof c)ectmo them
from office. :



217.  Although the responsibility to the Government for carrying on
‘the public business of these fifteen “ Elakas™ rests entively withidthe Doloies,
yet a great part of the work is ordinarily done by village officers ol an inferior
grade, called “ Pathors” and “ Lungdeos.” The former are deputies or wassist-
ants to the Doloics, but can only hear cases in durbar and act for their
principals during their illness or absenee from their jurisdiction ; the latter are
the village priests who act also as assistants to the Doloies.

. 218. Insome of the Doloieships, which are extensive and contain several
villages, there are two or three “ Pathors” or deputies, and the “ Lungdeos™
aary in number from one to {en.  In the * Elakas” of Lakadong and Amwaie
there is no ¢ Pathor” ; the Doloies transact all the business themselves.

249.  In villages at a distauce from the place of residence ol the Dotore
almost all preliminary inquiries are made, and all petty eivil and eriminal
cases are first heard and frequently settled by the Lungdeos in darbar.  If
the decision of the Lingdeo does not give satistaction, the case is brought
before the Doloie, or, if he happen to be absent, before his tleputy the
Pathor. If the Pathor decides the case, either party may have it re-heard
by the Doloie on his return to the village, and a third deeision is theu
made by the Dolote in durbar. If the Doloie’s judgment he not approved
of, the case is carvied before the Principal Assistant Commissioner at Cherra
Poonjec.  This mode of procedure is vexatious and harassing in the extreme
to suitors; the adjournments of the durbars and the delays from various
pretexts and causes are numecrous, and afford excellent opportunities for
bribery and eorruption, which are not overlooked; hoth parties take
advantage of these delays to tamper with the members of the durbars and
the presiding officers, who are all equally venal, and are frequently purchiased
by the gift of & pig or a goat!

250. The other subordinate village officials are the “ Beshans,”
“ Majees” and * Sungots,” who perform the duties of messengers and peons,
and are appointed by the Doloies from cevtain tribes,—the ¢ Chooteahs,” or
village criers, who assemble the people for durbars and proclaim village
poojahs, feasts, &ec., and the “ Dooleahs,” who beat the drums at poojahs and
other village ceremonies. .

951. Inthe four Elakas which are under the charge of Sirdars, there are
neither Pathors nor Lungdeos, and all the village duties are performed by the
Sirdars themselves, who are not elected by the people, but claim to hold
their offices by bereditary right. The system in forco in these villages
appears to be preferable in every respest to that which obtains in the Northern
portion of the territory which is under the Doloies; there is less delay and
by all accounts less vwhty and injustice also.
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252. Among the appendices will be bund a statistical return®* com-
o Appeadix No.:s piled for me by Mr.. Prineipal As%istz'mt Com.missioner

' Hudson, which contains much useful information about
the Jynteah Hills. Tt shows the number of Mofussil officials employed in
cach of thesc nineteen ““ Klakas,” and the manuner and amount of their remune-
ration.  Mr, Hudson, however, has intimated to me that the number of houses
and the population arc much underrated in this return, which has been
prepared from a census made in the year 1848. Since then the population
has increased considerably, and Mr. Hudson thinks that 10,000 hoyses
and 40,000 souls may be accepted as a fair representation of the state of
afluirs at the present time.

253. The first step towards a reforin in‘the administration of public
affairs in the fifteen Doloieships ought, 1 think, to be to abolish at ouce the
office of Pathor and to strictly prohibit any interference on the part of the
Lungdeos in judicial matters ; there should Le no vicarious agency ; all the
duties of each Doloieship should be discharged by the Doloie in person.

254. In former times the Doloies were obliged to remain in attendance,
for about six months in the year, on the Jynteah Rajah at Jynteahpore, and
the Pathors were appointed to act as their deputies during their absence on
this service ; now there is no necessity for the Dololes to absent themsclves
from their districts, and they ought not to be allowed to do so, without
the permission of the DPrincipal Assistaut Commissioner. If a Doloie be
compelled to be absent from his post for any length of time, the villagers,
with the sanction of the Principal Assistant Conimissioner, should proceed
to elect a Jucum flencns, who should possess and exercise the full powers
of the absent Doloie. The proceedings and orders of an acting Doloie
should have precisely the same force and effect as those of the permanently
appointed Doloie, aud should be open to revision only by the Principal
Assistant Commissioner. '

255, In ordinary times there is but little business in these “ Elakas,”
and there is, I understand, no district so large that the Ioloie cannot effi-
ciently perform all its duties ; if, however, there should be any Elaka too exten-
sive for one Doloie, it should be divided into two Doloieships. The great
curse of the present system is that there are so many expensive, corrupt, fruit-
less and unnecessary investigations and decisions even in the smallest matters.
In the Mofussil, in each Xlaka, there ought to be only one authority and one
decision ; what is done there should be done by one Doloie and one durbar;
then at all events, whatever may be the result, whether the aggrieved finds
justice or meets with additional wrong, there will be only one Doloie to pro-
pitiate and one durbar to bribe; thcre will be no waste of ‘time, no mockéry’
of justice before a greedy deputy, and a grasping village priest,



- 256. When Lieutenant 3. "N. Cave made u tour of the J sateah Hills
in January 1854, the people showed no signs of being dissatisfied with the
administration of the village authorities, and that gentleman was of opinion
that the Doloies, Sirdars and other village officials were not oppressive. Since
they' ‘he people of Jynteah have had more intercourse with the British
alff"urities, and the Principal Assistant Commissioner informs me, that
t’;y are daily becoming less satisticd with the proeccedings of the village

a3 e ~ . .
Jauthorities, and now resort much more frequently, than they did in Colonel
Taisfer’s time, to the Cherra Court.

257.  When appeals from the decisions of the Jynteah village Chiefs

come before the Cherra Courg, the great difficulty i3 to discover what deci-

~sions and orders have becu made ; as there is no written record. The Doloics

}.{11\(1 other village authorities, to serve their own ends, frequently alter, mis-

Cspresent and repudiate their own orders and decisions, and some times posi-

t.-:ly aver that no orders have been passed at all in cases which have been
appe.t #l to the Principal Assistant Commissioner. 1t is not casy.to imagine
any thiig worse than the existing judicial system of the Jynteah Hills, and
the people submit to it only because they are extremcly ignorant and quite
incapable of bettering their condition.

258, Many of the villages of the Jynteal Hills are situated at a distance
averaging from 50 to 80 miles from Cherra Poonjee, and communication with
that station is very tedious and difficult during the rainy season.  Under
these circumstances it is impossible for the Principal Assistant Commissioner
to exercise more than a mere nominal control over the Jynteah village
authorities.  In wmy opinion the resources of the Jynteah ITills will not be
efficiently developed, neither will the people obtain what can be properly

called justice, till an Kuropean Officer is stationed in their Hills. I incline

to think that the experise of such an Officer, with a suitable office establishment,
would soon be defrayed by the returns obtained from the improved manage-
ment of this territory.

259. For the present, a salary of 200 Rupees a month would be sufii-
cient for a Sub-Assistaut Commissioner, who should exercise, in subordina-
tion to the Principal Assistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee, the same
judidial,‘ﬁsca.l and general powers as are given to detached Sub-Assistant
Commissioners in Assam. The appointment should be considered an experi-
mental oné, and abolished if not found o answer the purpose after a fair

trial. - Of course it will be nccessary, above all things, that the Sub-Assistant

Commissioner should make himself thoroughly acquainted with the Cossyal
language, and with that peculiar dialect of it which is current in the Jynteah
Hills. He should be stationed at Joowaie, which is one of the largest viilages

“in a centrical position In the Jynteah Hills, aud about 45 miles from Cherra

Poonjee. There is a Military oubpost and a Police station at this village,
T



which stands on the high road which the © overnment has ordered to e
made across the Hills from Cherra Poonjee to Assaloo, the sudder station of
the North Cachar district. If an European Officer be stationed at Joowaie,
the judicial powers of the village authorities should be gradually curtailed,
and they should be employed ouly in deciding the pettiest civil and criminal
cases, on police duties, and as assessors or jurymen in cases in which their
assistants would be useful to the Sub-Assistant Commissioner. The procedure
of the Sub-Assistant Commissioner’s Court should be of the simplest kind.
No formal petitions of complaint should be required, and no Bengal mooktear
allowed ; the plaintiff and defendant should be confronted, and all minor
civil and criminal cases should be disposed of at once after vive voce examina-
tion of the parties concerned and their witnesses. The mode of procedure
adopted in the Sonthal Pergunnahs in all probability would be found suitable
Lo these rude and ignoraut mountaineers.

260.  Almost ail the chief Doloies and Sirdars of the Jynteah Hills have
waited on me. Four or five of them appeared to be intelligent men, and willing
to afford imformation regarding their country, hut from the others it was
extremely dillicult to extract any thing. Only one of them, Oodun, the Doloie
of Joowaie Poonjee, complained of any grievances. He told me that the Joowaie
police were very oppressive to the people, and that the system of election of
the Doloies for three years was disliked by the great bulk of the people ; he com-
plained also of the great increase of gambling and drunkenness in the Jynteah
Hills during the last few years.  Although he told m~ he was unable to prove
any thing against the Joowaie police, L thought it necessary to make inquiries
into the matter through the Principal Assistant Commissioner.  Mr. Hudson
has assured me that the accusations of Oodun Doloie against the Joowaie
police are perfectly groundless, and that the Doloie had recently had a quarrel
with the Joowaic police mohurir, because the latter refused to assist him in
trumping up a false charge of robbery against some persons of an opposite
faction with whom the Doloie has a village feud. At different times I ques-
tioned several of the other Doloies who visited me regarding the conduct of
the Joowaie police, and they all said they had no complaints to make againgt
the police, and several of them told me they thought that Oodun Doloie,
who is rather notorious as a litigious and troublesome character, had wrong-
fully accused the Police. I have no reason to believe that the Joowaie
police have been guilty of any grave misconduct; I know that they entertain
a wholesome dread of the Joowaie Cossyahs, who are by no means a timorous
race. Of course wherever there is a Bcnwalee Policeman there is oppression
of some sort ; but my impression is, that the Joowaie police arec much less
oppressive thmn the police of the plamq In former days the Doloies of
Joowaic and Nurteng Poonjees were the great men of the J ynteab Hills. The
Rajah, given up to sloth and scnsuality, lived at a distance in the plams, and
these two Doloies exercised, in his name, almost supreme power. Smce the’
police station has been at Joowaie, the power and influence of the Doloie of



that Blaka have materially diminished, and in consequence Qodun Doloie
objects to the police and desires their removal.  The location of a police station
at Joowaic Poonjee is, in my opinion, a great improvement. Now we occasion-
ally learn something of what is occurring in the Hills; formerly the Doloies
and other village oflicials acted without any sense of responsibility ; now the
Thannah is some check upon them, and the people have some one on the spot
to whom they can make known their grievances whenever the village authori-
ties are guilty of any verv gress official misconduct.
R ]

261. T do not credit what Oodun Doloie has asserted regarding the
unpopularity of the present system of triennial election of Doloies; of course
the Doloies themselves would prefer being elected for life; but this, I am
satisfied, would be contrary to the wishes of the people. T have already
said that the present mode of election is, in my Judgment, very preferable
to that which preceded it.

262, I am afraid there is some truth in what Oodun Doleie has said
regarding the great increase of gambling and drunkenness; but these are
vices which eannot be reached whilst the present mode of administration
continucs; gambling can be put down in a great measure when the police
of these Hills is remodclled, but drunkenness can be successfully dealt with
only by improving the moral aud social condition of the people. Almost
all the village officials, T am told, indulge, morc or less, in both these
viees, and therefore are not likely to tuke any active measures for their
eradication.

ASSESSMENT.

263. It appears to be desirable that the Government should decide, as
soon as convenient, whether any revenue is to be required from the inhabi-
tants of the Jynteah Hills. 1In March 1849 Colonel Lister submitted a pro-
position to Goverament for the imposition of a house tax on them; but the
Government of the day negatived®™ that suggestion. Mr. Mills, in 1853,
brought the matter again to the notice of the Government, and gave it as
his opinion that 1t is sound policy “to exact some payment, however trifling
“the amount may be, from the mountaincers of our possessions as a token
“ of submission.” '

264, From what I elicited from the village authorities of the Jyunteah
Hills when they came to see me, and from information derived from other
quarters, I am satisfied that these Hill peoplo fully espect to be assessed
_sooner or later. I could plainly see that the village Chiefs suspected that my
‘mission was taxation. This constant expectation of, this looking out for
ta..muon does more harm, T think, than the thing itself ; it renders the people

* Orders No. o"s, April 17th 1849.
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anxious, respless and ready to receive false and i injurious Jmprosswn.s from:
ambitious and disaffected persons.

265. If it be the intention of Government to oxempt the inhabitants
of the Jynteah Hills from the payment of revenue, it would be politic,
I think, to make a pablic declaration to that eflect ; but if it be decmed advis-
able to subject them to a moderate taxation, the sooner the project is carried
out the better. )

266. After the fullest consideration it seems to me that the wisest
course will be to require these mountaineers to contribute somecthing in
acknowledgment of the supremacy of the Government. Whatever revenue
is now obtained from them should be expended on their conntry, and for their
benefit, in giving them cheap and speedy justice, in making and repairing
their roads and communications, and in other well-considered measures of
improvement, which would be acceptable to the people.

267. I am of opinion that a light and judicious taxation would contri-
bute to the preservation of tranquillity and good order in the Jynteah Hills.
A moderate taxation had a very beneficial effcet upon the savagery of- the
Lurka Coles of the Singhbhoom district of the South West Trontier Agency,
Tt was found to make them less turbulent and aggressive, and more thrifty,
diligent and submissive to the authoritics, and [ am disposed to think that a
very moderate taxation, fixed for a term of years, would improve the condi-
tion and strengthen the peaceful and industrious inclinations of these wild
mountaineers also.

268, The imposition of a land tax is not, I think, desirable in the
present condition of the Jynteah Hills. The Cossyahs are anaccustomed to
this mode of taxation, and to impose an equitable tax of that kind, minnute
and harassing inquiries and intricate fiscal operations would be required. If
the Government consider it expedient to extend taxation to theso Hills, [
would recommend a house tax as the simplest and most convenient form
of taxation, and one which is best adapted to the habits and customs of the
people.  The Meekirs, who have emigrated from the North Cachar district,
and settled at Oompoong, Nungfloote, and other places in the Jynteah Hills,
all pay, without demur, a tax of 2 Rupees per house to the Government.
There is no reason, of which T am aware, why these Meckirs should be taxed
and the neighbouring Cossyahs exempted from taxation. |

269. Mr. Principal Assistant Comissioner Hludson has proposed that
5. B house tax for the Jynteah Ilills be divided'into the thres

1st Class, Rs. 2.0
per house; 2nd Class,  elasses meutioned on the margin. These rates are, in my'

Re. 1. ‘»pu honse ; 3r g
Class, Its. 1.0perhouse.  Opinion, moderate, and would answer the purpose very



well.  According to this scale, “all paupers and others incapable of paying
taxes being e\empted therefrom, a revenue not far short of 10002 Rupees

would be raised without difficulty from the Jynteah Hill territory. The tax
should be fixed, at first, T think, for a period of five years, and the
amount due from each KElaka should be collected exclusively through the
agency of its own village authoritics, to whom an allowance of about 20 per
cent on their collections should be given. The system of collection should
be similar to that pursued in the Colechan in the South West Trontier
Agdncy, where the Mankees and Moondas are responsible for the revenue
of their respective villages, and arc attached to the system by the consi-
derable gains realized therefrom, The Dololes, Sirdars, and other village
Officers, no doubt, will reagdily undertake the collection of the revenue,
and the per centage on their collections should be given to them in addition
to the service lunds which they at present hold. If the house tax he
mtroduced, all Bazaar dues, fees, fines and other perquisites should be at
once abolished.

270. The last Rajah of Jynteah, Raj Tndro Singh, did not derive much
revenue {rom his Hill tervitory, which was left almost entirely in the hands
of the Doloies of Nurteng and Joowaie. Ile reccived aunually from each
village a tribute of owve he-goat, whicli is now presented to the Government.
He also received from most of the villages every year a few seers of parched
rice, and a few bundles of fir-wood from the places where that wood is fonnd.
These articles were expended at the poojahs at the Rajbarce at Jynteahpore.
Every village in turn had to supply the Rajah with coolics and other servants
for cu'tivating the Raj lands, and other purposes. He had some perquisites
also, I helieve, from fees, fines, and “ nuzzurs” presented to him on various ocea-
sions hy the people of the Hills.  He interfered, however, but little with, and
made few demands on his Hill subjects; almost all his revenue was drawn
from his possessions in the plains.

971. There are some Raj lands in the Hills regarding which full
inquiries should be made by the Principal Assistant Commissioner without
delay.  Some of these lands, I belicve, were cultivated for the Rajah himself';
others had been bestowed by him as scrvice lands oa his servants.  Since our
Government bas held possession of these Hills, the greater part of these lands,
I understand, has been usurped by the Doloies, the Rajah’s servants and their
descendants. The ex-Rajah, 1 am told, claims some of these lands under the
plea that they have lecn set aside for the maintenance of his mothers and
his own sisters. This claim should be investigated, and those.lands which
have: been bond fide appropriated, before the country came into the hands
of the Brxtlsh Government, to the maintenance of the female members of the
ex- Ra_]ahs family, should be allowed, I think, to remain in their possession
for their lives according to the custow of the country.



272, If the Jynteah Hills are assessed, T would recommend that a por-
tion of the assessment should be applied every year to repairing the old road
between Sylhet and Assam, which passes through the Hills, »id Jynteahpore
and Joowaie, to Jaggee Chowkey, in the district of Nowgong. This is a very
uscful road to the people of the Jynteah Hills, and is their direet communi-
cation with Sylbet and Nowgong; it was last repaired, T believe, in 182¢
by the late Mr. David Scott, and although it is now in a very dilapidated
state, a considerable traffic passes along it to Sylliet and Nowgong.

‘

273.  If an European Officer be stationed at Joowaie, a good Bengalee
and Cossyah School should be established at that village. The Cossyah
language should be taught in the Bengalee, apd not the Roman character.
After the School has been established for a certain period, no persen should
be eligible to the oflices of Doloie and Sirdar who is unable to read and write
both languages. It is to me quite a mystery how some of the Doloies and
Sirdars who visited me are able to transact the commonest village duties

at all.

27+ The lands of each village originally belonged in common to the
community. Where labor has been expended on land by individuals, where
embankments and water-courses have heen constructed, gardens planted, and
Jungle cleared, the lands hecome, by the customn of the country, the private
property of the individuals who have made the outlay on them. Besides the
lands that have been thus and otherwise appropriate ¥ by private individuals,
there are, in many of the Jynteah Elakas, extensive tracts of unoccupied
jungle and waste lands which are at the disposal of the Government, and to
which the attention of the distriet Officer should be directed. Therve are, T
believe, large tracts of unoccupied land ol this kind in the Elakas of Ralleang,
Nurteng, Salaymuntang, Lukadong, Nongklay, Amwaie and Norpo, which
might with great advantage be granted to Kuropean speculators on the same
terms as waste lands are granted in Assam, or might be leased in smaller
quantities to Natives on Halabadie scttlements. The high land Elakas of
Ralleang, Nurteng and Salaymuntang, whichi are in the interior of the Hills,
will probably be found the most suitable for Luropean settlers, the climate
being cool and salubrious at all seasons of the year. The waste lands of the
Elakas of Lakadong, Nongklay, Amwaie and Norpo, which are hilly .'rmdr
covered with tree jungle, and lie towards the plains of Sylhet, will be found,
in all probability, well adapted to tea and coffee cultivation; the climate,
however, is not considered good, and might be found unhealthy for Europeans
during the rainy season. Mr. Principal Assistant Commissioner Hudson has
informed me that he has reason to think that “indigenous tea is to be found
“ on some of the low Hills in the Elakas of Lakadong, Norpo, and Sathpathor
“ Poonjee.” The extensive Klaka of Norpo is quite unexplored. There
" are some fine timber forests in this district, which should be let in farm to



the people of the plains in the seme manner that the forests on the Assam
side are leased. Mr. Fludson thinks that lime and coal are flkely to be
found in Norpo, and there seems to be reason to believe that if that distriet
were carefully examined by a competent person, valuable mineral and other
discoveries might be the result. '

275. There are also large quantities of waste unoccupied lands in the
Elakas of Sathpathor, Sath Poonjee, Darong Poonjee, Oomiah and Paunch
Poonjee, which border on the Sylhet plains.  These lands should be given to
Bengalee farmers on the terms on which Halabadie lands arve granted in the
Svlhet distriet; some of these lands are very well adapted for the cultivation
of the inhabitants of the plains, and I have no doubt that a considerable
quantity of them would be readily taken up by the people of Sylhet, if they
were properly advertised and granted on liberal terms.

276. TIn 1854 the potato was not cultivated at all in the Jynteah Iills,
hut during the last two or three years it has been grown with much success in the
Elakas of Joowaie and Amwaie, particularly in the latter, and this kind of
cultivation scems to be extending rapidly iu thcs(, Hills, and is likely to prove
highly advantageous to the people.

PAUNCII POONJEE.

277. Rajah Hazar Sing, of Molcem, presented a petition to me by his
Mookhtear, Mr. G. A. Coleman, claiming the Elaka of Paunch Poonjee, now
attached to the Jynteah Hill tervitory, as a portion of the state of Moleem,
and averring that he had been wrongfully dispossessed of it, in the year 1849,
by the late Political Agent, Colonel Lister, at the instigation of his son-in-law

Mr. . Inglis.

278. 1 directed the Principal Assistant Commissioner to investigate

and report on the Rajal’s allegations, and this has been done very carcfully

and completely. I consider that it has been very clearly and satisfn.ctorily

proved by the evidence of Rajah Sing Manick, of Khyrim, of several of the

Chief Doloies of the Jynteah Hills and other very respectable persons, that

the Elaka of Paunch Poonjeo belonged to the Jynteah Fills for some years

before that territory was tmusfenred to the British Government in the year

1835, and that this Llaka. came into the possession of the Government with
the other portion of the Jynteah Hills without any objection on the part of

the Moleem Rajah, or indeed of any other person. 1t appears that for some

'tune bctween ‘the years 1837 and 1840, the Paunch Poonjee villages wero
‘placed by the Political Agent under the charge of Rzg.xh Chaund Manick, of
Moleem, the maternal unde of the prescnt Ra;ah on condition that he would
bridge the “ngteah’ stream, and keep the road and bridges between that

_river and ‘Terriah Ghaut in repau-. The Rajah neglected to perform theso
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conditions, and in consequence Colonel Lister brought these villages again
under his own management. There is no proof whatever that Mr. Inglis
interfered at all in this matter, neither have 1 any reason to believe that he
did so. Rajah Hazar Sing, in his petition to me, has averred that Colonel
Lister, at the instigation of Mr. Inglis, deprived him of the Paunch Poonjee dis-
trict in the year 1849. When Colonel Jenkins, the Governor General’s Agent,
was on circuit at Cherra Poonjee in May 1855, the Rajah petitioned that
functionary, claiming the Eluka of Paunch Poonjee as a portion of his ancestral
domain and declaring that he had been dispossessed of it, about thirteen yéars
ago, by the Sirdars of the district, whilst he was a minor, soon after the death
of his uncle Rajah Chaund Manick; in this pettition he made no mention
whatever either of Colonel Lister or Mr. Inglis!

279.  After the most careful consideration, being decidedly of opinion
that the claim of Rajah Hazar Sing, of Moleem, to the Elaka of Paanch
Poonjee is entirely fulse and fictitious, and that the district belongs and has
belonged to the Jynteah Hill territory before the year 1829, I rejected the
Rajab’s petition. T ought perhaps to mention that when the Sirdars of
Paunch Poonjee waited on me, they all asserted that they owed no allegiance
to the Rajah of Moleem and had always been under the Rajah of Jyuteahs
and they expressed the strongest repugnance to being placed under the
authority of the Molcem Rajah.

280. TRajah Hazar Sing is a person of a feeble intellect, and dissolute
and extravagant habits, and is extremely unpopular with the people of his
own country ; he is married to a woman of Cherra Poonjee, and almost always
resides ab that place.  For seme years he has altogether neglected his duties
as Chief of the Moleem distriet, and has made them over to mercenary
underlings, who are very oppressive to the people; his conduct has so much
exasperated his subjects, that they certainly would have 'do.poso.d him long ago
had they not been restrained by the fear of the Goverument. In February
1857 there was a rather serious disturbance in the Moleem country hetween
some of the Rajah’s servants, and some of the Moleem mountaineers, and the
Rajah was obliged to apply to the Governor General’'s Agent at Gowhatty, for
assistance against his own subjects. The Rajal is quite unfit to manage the
affairs of his own country, and under any circupstances it would have beeu
an act of grievous injustice to the people of Paunch Poonjee to place them in
the power of such a weak and worthless person as Rajah Hazar Sing
of Moleem, '

281, After the conquest,-in 1829, of the Moleem country, the Chieftain
of that State (then styled Rajah of Khyrim) ceded to the
British Government, by a freaty, or rather an agreement,*
dated the 15th of Jaunuary 1830, the tract of country situated to the South

*Appendix No. 4 B,
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and East of the “Oomeean” of Boga Pance River. This tract, which is
perhaps one of the most sulubrious and elevated parts of the Cossyali range,
was retained by the Governor General's Agent, Mr. David Scott, because ha
considered it the most eligible spot for a Cuantonment or a Sanatarium for

European Troops.

282. In May 1834 the Governor General’s Agent on the North East
Frontier, Colonel Jenkins, direeted™ Captain Lister, then
Commanding the Sylhet Light Infantry, to restore this
ceded tract to Rajah Chaund Manick, of Moleem, the suecessor of Rajah Bur
Manick, on condition that the I}ajah would allow the Government to choose
a spot within the tract in (uestion for a Sanatarium, or to place Military
posts any where that might be cousidered necessary for the security of the

*Appendix No. 9,
[ ]

country.

283. In Octobert 1834, Colonel Jenkins submitted a proposition to the

+ Appenis Xo. 9 A. Govermnfmt to restove this tract to the Mol::mn Chief,

and the Government in reply! called for further informa-

tion, which apparently has never been supplied.  The proposition was allowed

: Appendix Xo. 0 I to drop, and the tract in question scems not to have heen

restored to the Rajah, and is, I believe, to this day only

nominally under his control.  The real authority has remained in the hands
of the heads of the villages and their respective durbars.

284, There seems to be no reason to believe that the Government has
ever formally renounced any of the territorial rights acquired by the agrec-
ment of the 15th of January 1330, and although Colonel Jenkins has stated
that the Moleem Chieftain is “ bound to allow us to establish posts in any
“part of the country,” the only two agreements of the Moleem Rajah now in
existence certainly contain mno such stipulation. It is, I think, of some
importance that the Government should determine, whether it will relinquish
the right which, in my judgment, it undoubtedly possesses, under the agree-
ment above cited, to the tract of country to the South and East of the Bog:
Panee river. In this tract there are three villages, Lailongkote, Wahyanglong
and Mowyang, and in the neighbourhood of the first of them is likely to he
found the most eligible site.in the Cossyal and Jynteah Hills for a Sanatarium

or a Cantonment for European Troops.

285. The elevation of Lailongkote, according to Professor Oldham, is
5703 feet above the sea; there is a fine table land free from jungle; the
soil is of fair quality for a hi ly country, and the climate, which is far
preferable to that of Cherra Roonjeé, - being much less humid, is very
healthy and-apparently well-suite to the Buropean constitution at all seasons
of the year.. From Cherra Poopjee to Lailongkote, a distance of about

w
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cighteen miles, there is a useful road which s capable of much improvement
at a very moderate cost.  There is no large river to be crossed on the route,
coal and lime can be easily supplied from the village of Lyrungyo, which is
about thirteen miles distant, and provisions and other articles might be
brought from Cherra Poonjee at a small expense.  Lailongkote is situated on
the high road which is being made across the Iills from Cherra Poonjee to
Assaloo »id Joowaic Poonjee, and it is about twenty-five miles from the
centre of the Jynteah 1ills, from whence supplies might be drawn without
difficulty, and at a moderate rate. ]

9286. The advantage of having, in these Hills, a detachment of
Earopean Troops or even a Convalescent Depdt, like that at Darjeeling, must
‘e obvious. To ensure perfect safeby in Assam and Eastern Bengal it will be
necessary, I apprehend, for some time to come, to have a certain number of
European Troops on this Frontier, and I think that they caunot be better
placed than in these mountains where the climate is so favorable to their
health, and where they would be ready for service on the occurrence of any
emergency in Assam or Bastern Bengal, )

287.  The right of Government to the tract of country to the South
and East of the Oomecam River, appears to be so valuable for Military and
other purposes, that I would, with deference, recommend that it be not
velinquished  without the fullest consideration.  There is, T understand, a
large quantity of waste and unoccupied land in thi* tract which would be
very useful to European settlers, and Mr, Principal Assistant Commiissioner
Hudson has informed me that he has received an application from a very
respectable English Gentleman for a grant of land in this part of the
country, and in all probability other applications of a similar kind would
be made if these lands are considered available for Enropean settlers.

988. In a resolution of the Bengal Government, under date the 24th
of November 1853, the Most Noble the Governor of Bengal has been
pleagsed to declare that it was not the intention of the Government to
extend the interference of the British authorities in the affairs of these
semi-independent and dependeunt states, or to “alter the kind or degree of
“subjection” in which they were then placed, and it appears to me that
nothing has since occurred to render any deviation from that policy necessary
or indeed expedient. All these Cossyah states, by whatever distinctive
appellation they are known, acknowledge the supremacy and are de facto under
the authority and control of the British Govertument. I know that the Chiefs
of every grade and degree consider themselves to be feudatories and vassals
of the Government. Nothing, in my opinign, is likely to be gained by any

further interference, at the present time, with the admiuistration of these
Native Chiefs. ' '
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289. I have already obseeved that it has been hitherto the praciice to
report to the Government only the successions to the Raj of Chdira Poonjee ;
but it seems to me very expedient that all future successions to the Chief-
tainships of the five semi-independent States, at all events, should be reported
to, and receive the formal sanction of the Government. Each Rajah, on
his succession, should be required to present a “uuzze” to, and receive
a “khilut” from, the Government as is wsual on these ocensions in other
parts of tho country. ILach semi-independent Chicftain should execute an
“ Mrarnamah” and receive a sunnud of appointment from the Government.
It is not nccessary, T think, that these “ Tkrarnamahs” should contain any
minute articles of agreement ; it will suffice for the Chief to promise to govern
his country according to its ancient and established usages, to reside in his
own district, to keep lis [;cc)pl:_: contented and satisfied, and to obey any
orders that may be given to him hy the Government as the supreme ruling
power. 1 consider the stipulation regarding residence necessary, hecause
the district of Moleem is, and has been for many years, in a deplorable state
owing to the absenteeism of its Chieftain, Rajuh Huzar Sing, who las
deserted his country and has been residing for some years with his wife's
family at Cherra Poonjee.

290. The political authorities, T understand, doubt whether they have
the power of reqairing Rajah Hazar Sing to reside in his own country and
attend to its affairs.  The people of Molecta are undor the impression that
in any contest botween them and their Chief, the Government will support
the latter, and thercfore they are afraid to depose him and eleet another
person to manage their affairs.  The Rajah is under the protection of our
Govermment, and if he were not in that position, he would not dare to
act as he has done. T think he should be directed to reside in his own
country and to attend to its business, and if he refuses or neglects to
comply with this very reasonable requisition, intimation should be given to
the people of Moleemn that the protection of the Government had been
withdrawn from him, and they would then soon redress their own griev-
ances ; as it is, the Dritish influence is merely an instrument of oppression
to them.

201. 1 have seen all these semi-independent Rajahs, and have made
careful inquiry into their c’mract-er, conduct and qualifications ; I am satisfied
that there is not one amohg them who can with safety be trusted with the
power of capital punishmen}. Since the British power became paramount
in theso Iills, there has Rot been, L believe, a single instance in which a
‘capital sentence has been pasyed and carried into cffect by any Chieftain, or
other Native ruler or authofty, afd from what I elicited during the inter-
views which 1 have had with \hese Chiefs, it is 1y impression that they do
not consider themselves to haje the power to pass capital sentences. It




would be a g@ood plan, T think, to order allkecases of murder and homicide,
belonging t6 these semi-independent States, to be tried conjointly by the
Principal Assistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee, and the Chieftain of
the district in which the crime had been committed. ‘When both these
functionaries agree as to the guilt of the accused, they might be authorized
to pass scntences of imprisonment with labor and irons for a term not
exceeding fourteen years, and to refer all other cases requiring a heavier
punishment for the final orders of the Government.  An appeal from all final
sentences of the Principal Assistant Commissioner and the Chieftain, showld
lie to the Governor General's Agent, and when the Principal Assistant Com-
missioner and the Chieftain differ in opinion regarding the guilt of the
accused, or the measure of punishment to be inflicted, a reference should be
made to the Governor General's Agent, who should pass final orders according
to bis own judement and competence, or vefer the case, should a sentence of
more than fourteen years’ imprisonment be required, for the orders of the
Government. The Principal Assistant Commissioner and the Chieftain
might be assisted in trying these cases by a jury composed of the * Muntrees,”
Sirdars and Head-men of the district. 1 do not apprehiend that any objection
would be offered by these semi-independent Chiefs to a judicial procedure
of this naturc; on the contrary, I incline to think that it would be aceepta-
ble to them. It will not be necessary to carry out the above suguestious
immediatcly : this can be done by degrees ;5 aftuirs can be allowed to remain
as they are for the present, but when any new succession to a Chieltainship
shall take place, and tho Government is called on * s sanction and confirn
the appointment of a new Chieftain, opportunity might be taken to cury
out any arrancgement of this kind which, I think, would be bencficial to these
districts.

292, It was brouzht to my notice that in the village of Cherra
Poonjee there was a Clossyah who had been accused of murder and had been
kept in prison without trial since the year 1850 ; T was also told that this
person had been occasionally treated with much cruelty by the Rajal’s
people. I directed the Principal Assistant Commissioner to make enquiries
into this matter. Rajah Ram Sing, of Cherra Poonjee, represented, that the
Cossyah in question, named Qomur Sing, had been found guilty of the
marder of one Phan Rai, and sentenced by the Rajah’s predecessor, Rajah
Soubah Sing, to imprisonment for life with laber in irons. There was no
written record of conviction, and no one could give any information as to
when the trial took place and the seutence hadjbeen passed. Mr. Hudson
informed me that he doubted very much whether the prisoner had been tried
and sentenced by the late Rajah, and from wlat [ heard from some of the
most respectable inhabitants of Cherra Poonﬁee and other sources, I am
inclined to believe that this man has been kepd in prison without trial for the
lasteight years! It appears that Qowur ,T?ing had been kept chained to
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'gf:b,'}io ‘~_f0r some tlme because he had eﬁ'ecte\d his escape from oustody ; he
~was released; 1 believe, from this eruel mode of punishment shortly after
-my arrival at tlus station.  These Chieftains havo not suitable places for the
: nnpusonment of life"and lonO' term convicts ; if they be allowed to keep
‘such prisoners in thoir custody there will be much cruelty and irregularity -
.they should be required either to crect suitable buildings for this purpose,

or to send prisouers of these classes to the Cherra Poonjee Jail to undergo
then' sentences.

'293 No alteration scems to bo required in the civil jurisdiction
of these five scmi-independent Chiofs and their durbars; they should be

allowed, I think, to decide, *as at present, all civil suits in which only their
own people are concerned.,

294. There appears to be no present necessity for making any
alfmmtxon in the civil and criminal administration of the twenty depondent
states. There is, however, nothing, I think, in the existing relations between
the Government and these dependent states, which precludes the former from
altering the present arrangements whenever sucl a step may be considered
desirable ; but I am of opinion that the best course now will be to leave
matters as they are. Cases of murder and homicide belonging to these
states, are now taken up and tried by the Principal Assistant Comumnis-
sioner at Cherra Poonjee ; I would allow the Chiefs and people to dispose of
all other ‘criminal and civil cases after their own fashion according to.the
present practxce Theso statos and their Chiefs consider themselves to be
entirely under the control of the Government, and will no doubt consent to
carry out any well-considered projects of improvement which the Govern-
~ment may be desirous to introduce.

" 295. The successions to the Chieftain-ships of the four principal -,
dependent states of Moley, Mahram, Murriow and Nungklow should - always,
T think, be reported for the confirmation of the Government. Euch of these
~ Chiefs, in succecdmg to their Raj, should execute an Tkrarnamah,” and a
*“gunnud”, of ~appointment should be gwen to them by the Government
'_ai’cer they ‘had . presented . t;he ysual: “ puzzur” and been invested with the
~ usua 'v“;_khllut" 'Ihe succelsions o the: Chleftamslups and erdarshxps of

Th g .pubhc--'and remomouss recogmtwn of these dependent; :
_d prﬂhahly beé'mmd very useful ma.smunh;:‘}-h
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29(‘ In the hesnluhun of the Most \}'oble the (rovémnr of‘ Bcno'a,l,
abOve ‘referred to, His. Lordshlp ‘was. pleased to declare, that it wias not the.
intention of Government ot that occasion to démand any payment. of. tnbuf:e or
revenue from the seml-mdbpendent and depende\nt ossvah states. + I have
already stated that the British possessions in. these Hxlls are now suﬁluently‘
taxed, and I am not prepared to recommend that any- tribute or revenuc
should be required, at present, from the states wluch are not British pos-
sessions. ~ No doubt the Government would be fully Jushhed in calling - ‘upon
these Chlefs and people to contribute, according to their means, what is right
and proper towards' the payment of the expenses incarred in maiutaining
good order, and giving security to life and property in these mountains, and it
is probable that tribute aund revenne might be ruised from these states under
judicious management, without much difficulty and without exciting any thing
like serious discontent among the Chicfs and people; but the present juncture
does not appear to me to be opportune for making this fiscal experiment; it
will, T think, be prudent to defer it till the resources of these Hills hiave been
more fully ‘developed, and till the political hotizon is more clear. |

297. The late Assistant Political Agent, Lieutenant G. N. Cavo,
seems-to have been of opinion, that there would be no difficulty in raising a
moderate revenue £§0m the dependent states, and he even thought that such
a measure would be acceptable to the Chiefs, Sirdars and Head-men, inasmuch
‘as it would be the means of augmenting their incomes. Colonel Lister seems
not to have shared in this opinion ; he thought that the poverty of the dis-
tricts to the North and West of Cherra Poonjee would render the collection of
any tax in those villages a rather troublesome matter, and that perhaps some

~of the Chiefs might 1')'0. disposed to resist, in which case the necessury coercion
might be difficult and expensive. At the present'time there is not, in my
opinjon, any district that cannot afford to pay a modorate €ontribution to
the” public expenses, and I very much doubt whether there is any Chief who
would attempt to resist the imposition of any moderate tax on his v1ll.ages,
but as I have said before, I.do ot cnnsxder the present a favorable oppox-.
tumt y for carrying Qut a progect of thls kmd :

298 Lnutenant Cave. in his Repo,rt of the lst of March 1851. No ‘35 :

‘has ‘;uggested* the -expediency. :of placing. thq small districts of - Moﬂongv
and Mowlong undefiithe direet authority - of | the Givil Officer at, Cherra..‘
: Pnongee “For some time past the: people of Haese vﬂla.ges 1mve been in
‘habit of resorting to- the Cherra” Caurt- for; Jpsuua, and the Hcad-men 6
~sider - themselves. t0 be - enta‘ely under - ounf '
" Un,der these clrcumstances there: aeems*to ba: }lo reason w
“ these “smll villages- should Dot b -for }ﬂy‘i laced‘
“xat of the : Snti,sh vxllages
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© 299 TIn the year 1855 ﬂle Governor xeneral’s Agent on,the North
,F dﬁt Frontier: pointed out to the (xovemment that great inconvenience was
likely-to arise, if the Cossyah Chiefs, Sirdars, Elders and other village antho-
rities are permitted, to grant large tracts of land in their distriets to Euro-
peans and other persons not bemg Natives of the ITills, without the know-
ledge and intervention of the Officers of Government, and the Government in
reply* was pleased to authorize Colonel Jenkins “to take such steps as may
appear fitting and practicable [or preventing such injurious acquisitions of
“ property I requested Colonel Jeukins to inform me what had been done
in pursuance of these instructions, and he replied that the subject was sur-
rounded with such great difliculties that nothing as yct had been done, and
that he was of opinion * thatsthe object in. view could onl y be met by a legis-
“lative enactment as respects British subjects.” No doubt this is a matter
of much difficuity and importance, for these Cossyah Chiefs of all kinds are
so extremely ignorant and reckless, that they may at any time grant long
or perpetual leases of very valuable lands for very trifling sums required for
their personal necessities or the gratiflication of their passions. There may
be perhaps some difficulty in legislating oa such a subject, for the Govern-.
ment may feel averse to any interference of this kind with the Chiefs and peo-
ple of the semi-independent and dependent States; the Government, how-
ever, having been pleased to declare that it has a right, in return for protecting
them {rom mutual aggressions and securing to them the advantages of peace
and good government, to demand tribute or revenue from them whenever
it may be expedieut so to do, it appears to me that it would be justified in
adopting precautiof:m‘y measurey. to prevent the public resources of these
states being wantonly wasted and alienated. This object, T think, might
be attained in some measare if the Governwment notified to the Cossyah Chiets
and people of the semi-independent and dependent states that it would unot
recognize the grant of any large tract of land in any of these states, unless
it had been coufirmed by a British Officer duly authorized by the Govern-
ment to sanction such grants. Some such restriction as this would, in all
-.;plobablhty, prevent, in a great degree, illggal and fraudulent grants, for fow
persons would .run the mk of ta.kmw .grantb mthout the sanetion: of the
Government. : ;

4 "'5=30") The ignorance. aypd creduhty of‘ hese Cossyah (.hwfs are. . almost
_fr;»bﬁyond belief. ; The Chmf f one of’the. semi- mdepend»ut sta.tes, a very

’  A dn. lus mrrxtory to a perbon ha.vmg the appea.r-
" who 1eprese§ted humelf to be an Oﬂicer
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bave seen g copy of the lease, and in my opmmn its cendmons are.such ‘as
_the Chief, had he been aware of- ‘what he was about, wouald net bave ‘agreed
to. On questioning hiw I found that ‘hesknew: littlg or nothing about the
torms of the lease, and he candldly admitted that this was the case, adding
that he thought he was transacting business with a Government Officer, and
having perfect faith and confidence that every thing wasfair and correct,
he at once agrecd to do every thing that ho was asked to do, without
waking any enquiry into the matter. When the trade of these Hills has
‘been thoroughly opened, it is not unlikely that transactions of this kind umy
take place again, and they ought, I think, if possible, to be gua,rded
o.gamst o - :

I)ISSENSIONS REGARDING THE SUCCESSION :‘TO THE

CHERRA. RAJ.

301. On my arrival at Cherra Poonjee I found that violent:dissensions
were raging between Rajah Ram Sing, of Cherra Poonjee, and almost all the
principal Sirdars of his district. The last Rajah, Soubah Sing, died:on the
5th of June 1856, and Rajah Ram Sing, who is the eldest nephew of the
deceased, represented to the Principal Assistant Commissioncr, that he had
succeeded his uncle. The suceession was reported to the Supreme Government,
and the Right Hon’ble the Governor General in Council was pleased to
sanction® the succession of Rajah Ram Sing to the Raj of Cherra Poonjee.
Rajah Ram Sing, howev_exj, had not been elected, according to the custom of
the country, by the Heads of the twelve tribes or clans in whom the power
‘of election is vested, and in consequence a great many of the most influential
people refused to acknowledge him as the lawful ruler of Cherra Poonjee.
As the performance of the funcral ceremonies of the late Rajah, by Rajah
Ram Sing, would, according to the usage of the countxy, have been conclu-
sive in regard to the succession, the opposition party would not permit the
dead body. "6f Soubah Sing to be burnt; and in consequence it was kept in tho
'_ v11]age for nearly a year. After I had given the Heads. of the twelve tribes an
-assuranco that the Government wonld maintain the just and ancient rights.
of both parties, the representatxves of the twelve tribes withdrew their opposi-
non, and the: funeral ceremonies of the. late Rajah were celebrated in the usual
anngr on the Ath of Ma,y i%’?ﬂmthd\:t any dxsturbance L

: 302 It is, I thmk beyond, dlspd‘te that R ,Ja.h Ram Smg ha.e succeed-?
ed to the Cherra Raj in an. 1rregular manner{ gnd th,a.t he has nat been_i
eleoted as all his predecessors haye been, I the representatweg of the'
;twelve tribes or ¢lans, who, by 1§nmemena.l usfige, have the right of ele@txon. ;
The: local __'authontxes, I think, ought-to ha taken care: thab ‘Rajah. Ratna_
ang had: mx'é.uly elected before they rep ?rted Lis pugoession: for: thie: sane-.
txon of Government “As he had beeﬁ recogn(ued a8 C‘hleftam by the' St retag. -

,«,.

v . *Ordepé-No. fbss*dam m}uugmxeae
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srimtent, and was not personally disqualified for the office? it appeared
4o-me inexpedient to listen o the request of the representatives of the twelve
l‘ff‘tnbes to. be. allowed -to elect & @hieftain. An clection when the passions
- of - both pa.rt.xes were inflamed, and during the critical period of J uly ‘and

‘]:;August 1857, might have been attended with untoward consequences ; under

these - circumstaness I°thought it advisable to settle the matter amicably
~ sat'omce. The. represeutatives of the twelve tribes were not unreasonable ;

"they held adurbar, by invitation, at my office. I represented to them that
_‘Tthe appointment of Ram Sing had been sanctioned by the Government,
| :""and that it was inexpedient to reopen that question, and I gave them an
"i"‘assurance in writing. that the succession of Ram Sing should not be

taken as a precedent, but that in all future successions the ancient and
~ established usages of the country should be strictly abided by and faithfully
observed.  With this compromise both™ parties appeared to be satisfied, and
the dlspute regarding the succession has been settled ; the result, however,
might have been different, had the disputed succession oceurred in one of
the distant states where the people are more wild and bigoted” than those
of Cherra Ponjec; the Cossyahs are very touchy about their political
rights; and the district Officer should see that they are respected. 1In
this instance Rajah Ram Sing was cleo.rly in the wrong throughout ;
he is a head-strong, arbitrary and unpopular Chieftain, and I took this
opportunity of intimating to him quietly that he must not expect the
(mvernmont to support h1m in any encxoachments on the hbel’uea of his
people : :

COMPLAINTb AGAINST TIIL RAJAH OF CHERRA I’OO\IJEF‘

, 303, - The Sirdars of the: British village of Moosmye made & verbal
complalnt to- me; that the Rajalr of Cherra was very oppressive zmd_j._
extortionate to them, L requested the Prmcxpal Assistant Commusxoner to .
inquire ‘into ‘the matter, and it’ has been proved that it is ‘usual for: the:“-
Rajali to levya transit tax of one picé for each male porter s burden, and half‘_i ,
&P - for each load c&med by a fomale, which ‘passes through his territory. .
.Whemthe Moosmye people dre- employed ag’ porters, the Raj&h has Ia.tely‘
compelied them to pay ft)ur plce fqr each lba&vcamaed ng W man, an& three pice -
for evel n, The demiand is- extottionate’ and
1t. ha,s the efi'ect of preventmg'
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ind "hxw’that these arbxtra,ry and uﬂ;ust exaetxons are’ qmte at #ariance
‘with' the- s spirit - of' his: engageménts with, ~and- his positionitowards the
 Qovernment ; if they Ho continued, the iterforénce of. the Government will
be required, for the British vﬂlnges have a nghb to the proﬁeotlon gf the

C‘overnmént S P _ ER

304 Several persons complmned to me that the Raja. z
Poonjee was in the habit of stopping traders -and others pa.ssmc" aiong the
Governmont hmh road to. Ass'un and forcibly compellmd them to pay tra,nmt
duties, The Ragah has admitted that he demands ' tax of ‘one pice on every
load of merchandise carried by a porter and-two pice on every head of cattle
taken along that part of. the Assam dawk rdad, which pasées under his
village, and he declares that he and his predeeessora havealways levied this
tax without any prohibition on the part of the Cherry Civil Officers.* 1 have
reason to believe that the oppressions” of the Rajah’s servants are not cons
fined to the exaction of ‘the taxes above-mentioned, but under color 6f col-
lécting: these taxes, they commit all kinds of - violence and oppression on the
Government highway. T am told thit in the tinie of Colonel L1ster the
Rngahs of Lherm never attempted tolevy theso taxes on the high road, and
that the demand now made is a modern extortion.  Mr. Prmctpal Assistant
Commis‘noner Hudson is of opinion. ¥ that the Ra']a,h has no right to stop
“ tmders proceeding along a Government highway on-any pretence, and the
« practico’ should be pwhxbxtod or it iy form a presedent for other Chief-
““ tains to follow his example, and thus defeat the objéet for which the road
“was made” T entirely concur®with Mr. Hudson on this subject, and as
1 ‘fel satishied ‘that the Rejah hds: po right whatever to- obstruct the
Govel‘riment highway and to harass travcliers and traders’ with his tax-
cfa.tharels, L:have instructed ‘the Principal: Assistant Cmnmlssmuer to desire

‘ the’ Rajah to desist from stopping. persons en-the Absam road and to dtscon-
“Yinuoe the exactiof of taxeés thercon till further orders. AR :

' (JO’\IPLAI’\TTS AGAINST THE '\VAHADADARS OF
i ' "CHEYLA POONJEE,

-. ~JOa Some r‘eform in. the adqﬂnmratmn of thé large dependent_,eta.te

nsunder by party fouds’ *md dxssemioné > /feap’
Government has alone yreventéd: very semo
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- ‘Wahad4dars, i the most: powcrlul and is compoacd of the mast mﬂuentmj'r
_’_f'.‘b'ngmdarq :and -inhabitants: of the district ; it would have removed the
¢ present;. yxlla"e authorities long ago, had there not been a very prevalent
' ”xmpressmn -among the Cheyla Cossyahs, that their ‘W ahadadars would be
| supported agaxmt them' bv the Government. - :

i _-.;'"&__larrre ‘number of the prmmpal Zemindars and inhabitants of-
the ’Q.heyla district waited. on me soon after my arrival at Cherra Poonjee
\’m-_po”mplam ‘against their ‘Wahadadars; among_ them there were, 1 helieve,
délegates from #lmost every village in the district. Tlhe complainants were
&mded into two parties ;-the one consisted of the representatives of the twelve
confederated villages of the old Cheyla district, who merely asked for per-
mission to remove the present Wahadadars on' account of oppression and
misconduct, and to appoint in their places impartial aud competent persons
according -to the ancient usage of: the countey; the other consisted of the

1. Noiigkro,  Sitdars and Elders of the five villages named in the mar-
;2; %ﬁgﬁwat E ’--giri', and known by the name of the “Panch Poonjee”
.4 Mantang. . - distriet, which had joined the twelve confederated villages

5 R» da
St - after the latter had madetheir submission 40 the British

Government in ‘the year 1820. ‘The “Panch Poonjee” people not only
“prayed for ‘the dismissal of the \V&h'tdddal‘b, but - solicited permission to
- separate themselves _from the twelve allied Vﬂlmes, and to manage their
own affairs again as they . lmd done betme theu union Wlth the Iarfrer
section. of the distriet. . 0 U e o -

30& I‘he charges brought .against the Wahadadars by thexr
_qpponents Were-=s - s

[‘hat t.hey, t.he Walmdadurs, bung tho electul Ch:efs of the Cheyla""
.Commumty,_ had illegally. asqumed mghts powers, zmd prxvxleggs,}f
- ...superior to bhose clmde by any ui‘ the ﬁrst clas$ heredxta.rv LoSSyah;
Clue.ftams v |

3 K’-'{ ce' calLed the “ Phallee Bazaar,” m -V |
au;ms had been _dgdided
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.509 The complainante also ‘iccubud the Wahadadars, in gencral terms,
of ., bemg under the influence of two Bongalee' &dvmsrs who instigated and
participated in thur oppressions. - :

310, T 18"9 ‘when Mr. Da.wd Scott first came mto theqe Hﬂls as
Governor Gonerals Agent, the affairs of the Lmlve u)nfedemte d wllag(,s of
("hoyia Poomee were ddmmmterud by four Wahadadars,t two nf whom,
Mishnee and Bur Sing, are still alive and in office. Theve ‘are now. bla.i
W'ﬁhad-uldrs On the death of Somen, Larh Sing was permwted by an ordcr
of the Political Agent, dated the 17th of Septembcr 1850, to suc cwd to a
half share of the Wahadadarship of the deceased ; the succession to the
remaining half share was disputed by Bur Doloie and Sona Rai, and in con-
sequence a reference was made to the people with the view of . ascertaining
which of the twain would be most acceptable to them; the choice of the
majority fell on the former, who was consequently inducted into the remain-
ing half of tho Wahadadarship by orders of the Political Agent, dated the
8th of March 1852. Subsequently, however, this arrangement was get aside
with the consent of the Governor General's Agent, North Jast Frontier, by
a private agreement between Bur Doloie and Sona Rai, each of whom
was pmnuttud to succeed to a one-fourth share of the Wahadadarship of the
decensed Somen. Although these thrce persons conjointly hold the office
of Waliadadar, they have only one vote in the decision of cases and in other
villad(, business,  Ooksan Wahadadar died about the year 1844, and was
- succeeded by Behcu, but this succession seems not to vave bc-w for m,),l!y
confirmed by the lolitical authorities.

311, In 1854, not long after Mr. Principal Asgigtant Commissioner
‘Hudson had joined lis present appointment, the disturbed state of the
Cheyla district attracted his attention, and he dispatched HFlujjun Manick, a
cousin of the Clerra Poonjee Rajah, to Gheyla Poonjes to enquire into the
causes of the disturbances which were then so frequent in that district, and
to ascortain why the people were so dissatisfied with the \Vahadémm On

“the 12th of June 1854, he submitted a report, which was very unfavomblc
to the Wabhadadars,” He reprcscntcd that they did their duty in a very irre-
gular and unsati: sfactory manmer, and that the people had qood m‘ounds for
complaint ; he said hie hiad endeavoured to settle the (hﬂ’emnces butwecn the
‘Wabadadars and the people but had not suceeeded in domg s owihg to the
interference of the two Bengalee Ar*s,nts of tbe ‘ahadadars, who proﬁted by
fomenting these dissensions.

coae. ]n all' the other Cossyah states itfis the'_-tpmctice fm‘ the thfs,
blders and Head-men to make yxdxuai decxs' ong-in '?:tha apen dmbar wztk

SO S * twurklsh«m Dey. Rum'§ fkae D S
' Lo f 1. Mmhuﬂe " Bur Sing. 3,18 "‘éfn’.-f&.-'-{?dkét\n.
I 3o \u~hme 2. Bur Sm _.3, Larh 8ipg, 4. '
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the adviee and consent of the most influential and respectable men of the
village.  The decision is proclaimed in open durbar before all the peoplo.
but no written record of it, or of the procecdings, is kept. For some years
the Wahadadars of Cheyla Poonjee have introduced the practice of recording
their procecdings and decisions in the Bengalee lonoaage, which 1z under-
stood neither by the Wahadadars, nor the durbar, nov the Cossvah litigants.
The Benealee record is prepared by the two Bengalee advisersowho can entor
thareon whatever they please, for there s no cheek wpon them. This has
given great offence to the Cheyla people ; they strongly object to this
departure from their ancient customs, which, they, with much reason, sy,
places them entirely at the merey of two hircling and covetons Denealoes,
who came iuto their eountly some fow years ago paupers, and have now
become men of opulence.

313. 1 requested the Principal Assiztant Commissioner to send fur
my inspeeiion six of the oldest undecided eivil suits which were on the Gile
of the Cheyla Wahadadars on the 31st of Auxust 1357, The Frincipal
Assistant Commissioner experienced much ditheulty in getiing these eases
from the Wahadadars, and has informed me that he i.~; not. cortain st
correet return has been made to my requisition. The ahadadars made
ereat delay in produeing these cascs which, from tmr appearance, seem

to have been prepared for the occasion. The dafcs of

I Jl.“.‘ (',:) 102, L - L. . L e . o = . -
S e e amen ez, stitution of these «ix enses are shown on the margin ;
o e Hh 1S5, he amounts sue i "'Jr “*:f ONG eNeo Wit are f af e
R RREUNRINN the amounts sued f r, Wi bv one exeoption, o ‘i”,]m‘.ﬁ‘
5 Septomber 2ul 18530 gad all these suits might hive easilv beon deerded within
6. Roprendber Hith 153, i :

sty months of the dates of thewr institution. There i3
uo reason apparent on the records why decision should have been deleved
for so many years.  The opposition party aflivms that these delays have heew
made to cnable the Wahadadars to effect corrupt bargains and arrangements

with the litigants.

314, According to the returns reccived from the Wahadadars there werg
on their Gile. un the 31st of Aucust 18537, forty-

1. December Vath 1853, 1 i o i -~ o 3
o Muareh 16rh 185 b four undecided civil saits and eleven eriminal eases |
3. April 4th 1854, . .
b in three of the latter eases the charges had heen
preferred on the dates noted on the margin. I am, however, of opinion that
no dependence can be placed on these returns of the Wahadadars. which

have evidently been concoct2d by the two Bengalee advisers.

315, 1 sent to the Prii‘.}cipa) Assistant Commizsioner ten writien comn-
plaints bearing the names of '%‘2-'» intfabitants of the Cheyla Poonjee distriet,
in order that thov mighl be uurm Ay inguived dnto by that Qilicer in the
presence of both partics. Therd were abes four othe ropeetiizons sabscqueently,
presented by seventy-seven ruhv.dau.h contaioivy  simiar  conoplainis
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.
(4

respecting tlee misconduet and  inefficiency of the Wahadadars; but the
Prineipal Assistant Commissioner did not cansider it necessary to enquire
into them, Lecanse the allesations therein contained were precisely stmilar to
those in the other petivons which had been previously investugated. X
Large number of the Cheylay Cossvahs, who presented mo petitions, made

verbal complaints to me againsit the Wahadadars,

316, Rix of these petitions were presented by respectable Zemindags,
Heads of villages and other inhabitants of the twelve allied villages, and the
other four petitions by the Sivdars, BElders and others of the * Panch
Poonjee” villages.

.

317, 1 thmk it has been proved, by the oral and documentary evidence
adduced, ilat in the month of May 1856, during the absence from home of
Orol Zemindar, four Peons in the cuploy of Mishnee Wahadadar, by order
of that person, violently ejeeted the wife of the said Oorai from her husband's
housc, held foreible possession of it for about six days, and plundered there-
from, during the night fime, a considerable guantity of property which the
plaintift has valned at Rupees §45-2-0;5 the pretext for this ontraze was
that the Zemindar had committed an assault upon certain persons who
had been sent by this Wahadadar to cut down one of the Zemindar's
Jack trees

318, The Pelitioners bronght forward and substaninted other eases in
which T eonsider the officiual conduct of the Wahadadars s been very vepre-

hensible and oppressive to the people.

319, T i of opinton that these Wahadadars have claimed an heredi-
tary vight to these Wahadadarships, which is entirely without foundation.
I think it has heen clearly and satisfactorily proved, that the Wahadadars
are, and alwavs have been, previons to 1829, the clected Chiefs of the Cheyla
conumunity, and are liable to reraoval for official misconduet and maladmninis-
tration by the same power that elected them. 1 think also that it has been
satisfactovily established, that after the death of the Wahadadars Somen and
Ooksan, Larh Sing, Bur Doloie, Sona Rai and Behai lave been irregularly
and illegally appointed Wahadadars without the consent of the people and
contrary to the established wsage of the Cheyla Pooujee distriet. 1t is clear
also that the division of the Waladadarship of the late Somen into three
scparafe shares, is altogether unlawful and opposed to the well-known custom
of the country. {"

!
.

".
320. I am of opiniou that it has been pr Ived that the made of procedure

adopted by the Wabadadars in transacting b

siness through Bengalee Agents
and in the Bengalee language, is at variauce jwith the custom of the country
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and altogether repugnant to the wishes of a very large majority of the inha-
bitants. 1 am also of opinion that it has been proved that the Wahadadars
have been in the habit of taking up and deeiding, at their own residences,
cases which ought to have been decided inopen durbar at the Phallee Bazar,
and that they have decided cases without the assistance and wlviee of the
chicf Zemindars and Elders of the tribes of ~Ookrang” and “ Oolen,” who
have a preseriptive right to assist in the investigation of cases and to

give their opimion and votes upon them.

321, There is, T think, ample proof  thar these Walindadars, for
several years past, have heen cuilty of official misconduet and maladininis-
tration, and that the inhabilants have good grounds lor dissatisfaction with
them, and v appears to we that ander these circumstances the people of
Chevla have a vight, by the custom of the country, o remove these
Wiahadadars from office and to nominate other persons to perfornn the doties

of their district.

322, For the tranquillization of the Cheyla Poonjee distriet T would
venture to recommend the adoption of the folloawine measure, which T think
would be acceptable to the great buik of the people. The Wabadadirs Mish-
nee and Bur Siow have been in ofhice for more than 30 years ; they are aged
men, and are not likely, jo the ordinary coursc of things, to last long; [ would
allow thent to rewain in ofice as long as they are able to perform the duties of
it, provided they engage to renonnce their Bengalee advisers and all vain voxa-
tions and illegal pretensions and promise to conduct thieir official dutics tor
the fature in striet conformity with the established usages of the district. T
would allow the people to exercise their ancient privilege and elect two
other Wiabadadars in the pluce of the deceased Wahadadars, Somen and
Ooksan, setting aside Larh Sing, Bur Doloie, Soua Rai and Behai, who have
been irregularly appointed Wahadadars,

323, Te will be expedient, I think, to introduce into the Chevla Poon-
jee distriet the system of election which 13 in force, and works well in
the Jynteah Hill territory. Persons appointed to the ollice of Wahadadar
should hold office for three years, if they conduct themselves properly,
and at the end of that period there should be a new election. 1 would
allow the Wauhadadars to settle and decide, according to ancient usage,
all civil suits; an appeal from their decisions should lic to the Principal
Asgsistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjec, and a special appeal to the
Governor General’'s Agent on the North East Frootier. The Wahadadars
should have authority to decide all *petty criminal cases in open durbar
in the usual manner, and should be required to refer all heinous cases for
trial to the Cherra Court. The practice of keeping a record of civil
and criminal proceedings in the Bengalee language ought to be abolished
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furthwith, anl the mterference of Dengalee advisers and Mookhtears 1o
judicial matters should be stretly ]‘Jrohihitcd. All judicial proceedings ought
to he held in open durbar and in the Cossyal langunage, and only the final
order should be recorded brielly in the DBengalee language in a register book

kept for that purpose.

324, Some such measures as those above indicated would, T think,
Le aceeptable to the peeple, and would probably have the effect ot
restoring peace and  good order to the Cheyla district.  So long as the
present Wahadadars exercise their functions as they have done for the
last six or seven years, there will be always discontent and disorder in
Cheyla Poomjee.  The people, if left to themselves, would soon eitect their
own deliverance, but they fear the displeasure of the Government, and in
consequenee have patiently put up with much from their Wabadadars ;
but there is a Umit to human endurance, and T am persuaded that  the
preseut staie of afliirs eannot continue much linger without leading to much

mischief,

325, I am not aware of any reason why the “Panch Poonjee”
villaees should not be allowed to separale thomselves from the twelve
allied villages and manace their own affuirs through their own Sivdars and
Elders as they did tor some time afier the Cossyali Rtates had made their
submission to the British Government.  The Waliadadars have assevted that
these villages had wunited themselves to the twelve confedevated villages
before hostilitios commenced in these Hills in the year 1520 and that they
had to pay their share of the fine of L0060 Rupees imposed upon the whole
of the Cheyla Poonjee district by the late Mr. David Seott. Thix however, ix
. Appendis Ko 1 K. _nvi«,leni'ly an incorrect statement. ﬂ_n" w is clear from the

Ikrarnamah® excceuted by the Wabadadars on the 3rd
of Neptember 1829, and the Enghsh otheial reeords, that this fine was
imposed only on the twelve confederate villages, and not upon the = Panch
Poonjee”™ villages: the latter appear to have been separately fined, and their
inhabitants, in licu of payment of thenr fine, scem to have supplied timber
for the Government buildings, which were then in course of construction
at the Cherra sanatarium.

326, Tt appears that for some time past the people of the ¢ Paneh
Poonjee” villages, taking advantage of the disorganized condition of the
Chieyle district, have gradually withdrawn themsclves from the jurisdie-
tion of the Wahadadars, and have been 10 the habit of having their
own cases settled and decided. as formirly. by their own Sirdars, Elders and
Darburs, and they now pray fer pevinission 18 eontinue this spraciico.  They

are willing that all eivil and crmminal cos not within their competence,

i

Cshould be referred to and decided by the Clierra Court.
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32700 Mo nob Bicely that any objection will he made fo e proposed
separation of the @ Panei Poonjes™ villages by the people of the twelvo
allied villages. TE the Governaent be pleased (o permis the  Pancl Poonjee”
villagers to manage their own atfairs, their Siedars and Fldevs, who are to
exercise jadicial fanctions, should be oleened by the people every three years,
subteet to the confivmation of il Princtpal Assistint Comaissioner ab Clicrra
Poonjee. from whom they shonld reecive sinmuwds aftor thoie mones have
been daly registered in the Clhorea Coart. Their judiciad powers ool aniho-
ity should be placed oo the s fosting s those of the Wadodadies of the
twelve contoderati: villasses,

COMPLAINTS REGARDING THE LEASE OF THE CILEYLA
ORANGE GROVES.

328 Reventy-tour inhabitants of the Cheyla Poonjoe dictriet petitioned
e n wreiting, and abont the same number of persons: winited on e abodiilerent
times, and made verbal representations, complaining. that for any vears
they bad been foreibly compelled by the Chevla Poomjee WaBiadadors and
certain of the  Zemindars of that district, who are in e dalerest of My,
Ingdis. to deliver the prodauce of their ornge cardens fo thas Gentlensan for
el lower prices than they eould obtain it ey were permtited to sl
their oranges in the open market.

329, This orvange gquestion was fully inquire U into under the arders of
Government by Mve. Commissioner Dunbar in the months of Deccmber 315
amd January 15490 Mo Inzlis continues in possession of tliese Grnge
vroves under the same lease as he held then when they wers mevle the sub-
jeot of vestigation by Mo Dunbar in 154819 5 there is now no complant
of any new agaression on the part ol M. Inglis,  Mr, Dunbar was of opinion
that Mr. Inglis’ claim to the produce of these orange groves was sup-
porbed by a fall and lezal vight” and he added that » even were there any
“ doubts upon this point, the policy of mterference would be extrencly gues-
“tonable”  Tn this view of the eise the Government of the day appears to
have generally coneurred, and ever sinee, Mr. Inglis has remamed in posses-
glon of the produce of these ovange groves under the twentv-one yeas™ Lease,
dated the 22rd of May 1840, civen Lo him by the Wakadadars and ecrtain of
the Zemindars of the Choeyla Poonjec distriet. Under these elrcuinstancass
I consider that this question had beeu finally deterwined by the Government,
and that I was not at liberty to re-open it.

330, Whatever may be my opinion of Mr, Inglis® carrent Jeose and
contract, and of the means adopted by the Wahadadars and  others to
enforee the copditions of that enzagement, 1 am cuntirely of opinion, that it
is altogether inexpedient now 4 mterfere with arrangements which have

existed since March 1845, which scem to have been tacitly saunctioned by
A 2
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the Government, and which certainly, on the whole, have not been dis-
advantageous to the Cheyla people. ' :

331. The orange contracts made by Mr. Inglis in 1830 and 1815,
bave been, in my opinion, profitable to the great bulk of the inhabitants of
the Cheyla Poonjes distriet. The eultivation and sale of oranges have
increascd very conziderably every year sinee Mr. Toglis has held these farmns,
and this, 1T think, may be fairly accepted as an cxeellent proof that the
existing arrangemeuts have been neither injurious to the orange trade nor
oppressive to the cultivators of oranges.  DBut leases and contracts which were
fair and advantageous to the people in 1830 and 1845, are not so now, and
will be less so, 1o all probability, in Mareh 1853, when Mr. Tuglis’ current
lease of the Cheyla orange groves will expire, and T think it is the duty of
the Government to prevent any move leases or contracts beina foreed upon
the people by venal and indebled Wahadadars and Head-inen, who have
usurped a power which s, i wmy judoment, altogether contrary to the law
and ancient asage of the country, and who, to serve their own personal ends,
will not hesitate to sacrifice the rights and interests of the people. As Alr.
Inglis’ present lease bas still some years to run, it may scem premature to
adopt any precautionary measures at the present tune; but it is the customin
this part of the country to renew leases several years before the current leases
have expired, and therefore 1t may be pecessary to take timely steps o
prevent any leases or eontracts beinz imposed upon the Cheyla people
without their consent and contrary to their wishes.

3320 Mr. Commissioner Dunbar in his report has stated, that he
considered it to be clearly established by the evidence given before him
and “ by transactions of the il people both with Government and with
“ludividuals in times past that with the Cossyahs it is customary for the
“ Head-men i their villige communities to consult, deliberate and act for

h

“the whole body.” Tt is, 1 think, beyoud dispute that among the Cossyahs
all public affairs ave scttled for the whole community by the Chiefs, Sirdars
and Elders with the counsel and advice of a durbar composed of the most
respoectable inhabitants ; but this delegated authority does not extend to the
private affairs and trading speculations of the people, and there is, T believe,
no Cossyah state, except Cheyla Poonjee, the Chiefs and Head-men of which
have ever pretended to have the power of disposing of the private property
of the people; 1t is equally beyond dispute that the produce of orchards,
gardens and lands has been held from time immemorial in these Hills to be
strictly private property. If tlie Chicftains of Khyrim and Cherra Poonjee
should attewpt to force their subjects.to dispose of their potatoes and the
produce of their ficlds and gardens contrary to their own wishes, the
democratic spirit of the Cossyahs would sgon teach them that the righrs
of the people could not be invaded with !mpumty The Cheyla Cossyahs
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have remained hitherto quicseent, onlv because they  have no intellicent
leader, and because they are under the impression that the villaee authoritios

are supported by the Government.

333, The first lease® of the Cheyla Poonjee oranue eroves was vranted,
on the 15th of February 1530, to Mr. Inglis, for fificen
vears, by the Wahadadars, who, no doubi, at that time
were specially empowered by tho people to grant that lease in return for
a foan of 3,000 Rupees, which had been advanced by M. Inglis to the whole
Cheyla community to enable them to pay a fine of 4,000 Rupees which had
been imposed upon their district by the Governor General's Agent. This Tease

* Appendix Ne. 10,

was evidently given not ander ordinary but extraordiuary powers, conferred
upon the Wahaladars lor a specific purpose.

331, -1 have not seen the original lease of 1S5, but imderstand it was
made, not by the Wahadadiars alone, as in 1830, hut by those oflicials con-
jointly  with cortain of the Chevla Zemindars,  Neither of these leases, tn
my judgment, proves that the Waladadars have or ever have had the vight
to grant leases of orange groves which do mot beloug to them, and if they
be permitted to do so after the current lease has expired, it is my deliberate
opinion, after the most careful consideration, that the people of Cheyla
Poonjee will be very much wronged.

335, At present there is a very large seetion of the people, consisting
chiefly of the younger and more intelligent wen, who arve much dissatistied
with being compelled to part with the produce of their orange groves to
Mr. Inglis, at the present fixed prices; but 1 think the maleontents would be
satisficd provided they received some assurance that after the expiration of the
current lease, they would be permitted to dispose of their fruit without,

interference.

326, Bven if these Waliadadars did possess e cal powers (whieli in my
humble opinion they do not) to make bargains and contracts of this kind
which are binding on the people, they ave, 1 think, personally disqualified {or
the exercise of them, for all of them are 1 a state of dependance on Mr.
Inglis, and are peeuniarily indebted to him to a large amount.  [a Seplember
1857, they all borrowed -from that Gentleman considerable swns of money,
bearing interest at the rate of

Aot of fore (‘usll receivediTotal amount; ¢ . Ty Sy a1
“,N‘":’;mh?i |unx hadanees dne, from | borrawed s 24 per cent. per atmnm, and
abhadadars. By i ] ) 1 P onde, : ’

Pt M Daglis | Mr Tuglis. ' o Ko mortgaged the whole of the
. Ba. As P s, Aw D “m- Ax, P
2030 8 O 420 0 0 lasm 89

|

| orange groves of the communit

! ange groves or tae o anity
a00 B R 350 0 0] Gn 3 .11 to hita as security for the pay-

i

1

|
1. Mizhnee !
2. Bur Siug .
3. Larh Sy |
!
i
{
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found a tragslation of the bond® execated i)y the Wahadadar Bar Dolole
in Lvor of Mr. Inglis; the bonds given by all the other
Wabadadars are of the same tenor and purport.  Are
persous who set i this manner fit to be entrusted with the uncontrolled

* Appendix No 1L

management and dizposal ot the private property of any village community,
and ought they to be supported divectly or indireetly in such wonstrons and
arbitrary pretensions and practices by the British Governiment? The Cheyla
people are not unreasonuble; all they petition lor, is to be permitted to dis]n.)s(:
of the produce ol their own gardens according to their own wishes as soon as

the current lease expires, and this, T think, oueht to be accorded to them.

337, T have visited the Nungklow district, and had under consideration
a plan for its administration under the direct authority of British Officers ;
but as the Home Government has recently deeided that a Native Ruler is to
be appointed to that Raj, it scews unneccssary to enter upon that subject
On thl_f ])l'(‘,‘SL‘“t U(f(jflﬁiﬂn.

338, With advertence to the orders contained in the 10th Para. of
your letter, No. 116, dated the 19th of January 1857, a separate report upon
the adjoining Non-Regulation Districts ol Cachar and North Cachar will be
submitted in a few days,

339, It does not oceur to me that T am able to supply any further
information regacding the public aftuirs of the Cossyah ard Jynteah Tl Ter-
ritory ; but L cannot close this report, without thankfally acknowledging the
zeulons and valuable assistance which T have received from Mr, Principal
Assistant, Commissioner Hudson, whilst T have been making these inquiries;
he has always shown himself most ready and willing to afford and procure
information for me, and I veuture very respectfully to recommend his good
services 1o the favorable notice of the Government,

I have the honor to be,
SR,
Your most obedient Servant,
W. J. ALLEN,
Member of the Board of Revenne, on Deputalion.
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PROCEEDING of the Cowrt of the Principal Assistant Commissioner of the Cossyah and
Jynteak Hills, dated Cherra Poonjee, the \Tth October \856, corresponding with the 2nd
of Kartick 1265 B. 8,

PreseNTt:
td

Me. C. K. Hvosoxn, Principal dssistant Commassioner.

As it i stuted in o Petition Jodged by a Mr. Coleman at the Punduah Phareee, and
other papers forwarded by the Magisteate of Svlhet, that a largo pacty of avmed  people have
collected on the side of Mr. Henry Inglis at Qomklubio and elsewhers, in the Cheyla Poonjen
Territory, for the purpose of committing an affeay with him; and it has also been representod
in a Petition from the Wahadadars, and Qoahnecangy Karkoon, and other Zumeendars of
Cheyla Poonjer, and inan Boglisho letter feom Mr, Henry Toglis, that Messee Colewan and
Brownlow, accompaniced by a great number of armed Bengalees, have proceaded to and collected
at Cheyla Toonjee, o consequence of which a disturbance i3 likely to take place thera—
and as the Wahadadars hold charge of the Cheyla diatrict under the eonivol of thiz Govern-
ment, agreeably to the orders of the Governor General’s Agent, and they have the power of
investigating and dearding matters oceurring in it, and it being shown from the records that the
Wahadadars and Elders have granted M. Henry  Inglis’ firmn o lease of the Ovangeries of the
Cheyla Tervitory tor twenty years up to March 1865, under the econfirmation and approval of
the Zemiudars of Ovkrang-ooben, it is not improbable that if other Cossyahs of that ‘Lervitory
intrigue together to take aliens there without the permission of the Wahadadars, wod e the plea
of exporting the Oranges from the Gardens for sale elsewhere, unnceessary disputes may
arise injurions to both parties, it thecefore seems inexpedivut that lavze bodies of aliens should
procecd to the Cheyla district and remain there witheut the permission of the Government

and the cousent of the Wahadadars, and it iz consequently --

Orvenep --That a Perwannal be dssued o the Darogah of Thannal Cherra Poonjee,
directing him to proceed personally to the spot, and use s best endeavours to prevent any
affrays taking place n his jurisdiction, and to request any parties of Buropeans or Bengalees
he may find assewbled there to leave the place immediately, aiter properly explaining to them
that they are not to come to the Cheyla distriet without the permission of Goverminent and
the consent of the Wahadadars, and if any of these should prove to be recusant, he will ascer-

"tain their names and send in a list of them.  Aud as it moccover scems advisable to issue a
Notification, inforing sueh of the Cossyahs of the Cheyln Territory ns may have objections to
sell their Oranges according 6o the tormer custom daring the uuexpired term of the lease
reterred to, that they should lay their complaints anid grievances before the Wahadudavs, and
appeal to this Couri if they do not meet with attention, aud that proper orders will be
pussed on thenuin th- eyent ol their acting otherwis? and raising unoceessary quarrels, and
goother Notification to the effect that large gangs of aliens, who are likely to creute afirays
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and disturbaneces, from going herveafter ¢ the Clteyla distriet without the permission of

Government ard the cousent of the Wahadadars, It is further ordered that drafts of
Notifications on these subjects are to be drawn up and submitted with a copy of this Procecd-

ing to the Goverbor General’s Agent, for bhis approval and confirmatien of them.

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,
Drineipal Assistant Comnissioner,

In charge of Cossyuh and Jyntcah Mills.
Cuprkea Poowsre, ) '

The YOth June 1855, )

(A truc translation)
(Signed) . K. ITUDSON,
Erincigal Assistant Commissioner,

In tharge of Cussyahk and Jynteah Hills.

(True crpy)
S. BIRD,
Head Assistant.
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PORM of a Proclamation to be issued at Cheyla Poonjee, forwarded, for the ap/)rul'ul of the
Giovernor General's Ayent North Fast Froptior, with my Vernaewiar Proceedings dated the

V7th October 1556,

f Sl (Sigmed) ¢ K. HEDSON,

Drincipal Assistant Comuissioiarr.

Wuereas it appears that aceording to the orders of the Governor General’s Ageut the
district of Cheyla is held eharge of by the Wahadadars wnder the control of this Goverament,
nd thoy have the power to manage and investicate all mattvrs ocenrring there, and to decide
all eazes but murders and other heinona erimes, it seema inespedient that aliens should o
into that Lerritory with large bands of people without the permission of the Government and
against the wishes of the Wabadadars; and it s therefore hereby notified, for the information
of the pablic, that alens are in fature prohibited from proceeding into the Cheyla districet
aceonpanted by large gangs of people, who are likely to cause riots and disturbances there,
cxeept under the anthority of Government, and with the consent of the Wahadadars, and they

must attend to this.

(A true translation)
(Signed) ¢ K. IUDSON,
Principal Ascistant Commissioner,
An charge of Cossyak and Jynteal Hills.

(True eopy)

S. BIRD,
Head Asgistant.

b
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APPENDIX No. 1 B

PROCREDRING of the Fazdarry Cowurt of the Principal Assistant Commissioner of the
Cossuale and Jentedde L, dated Cherra DPoonjee, the 31st October 1806, corresponding with

the VGLh Nartick 1263, B 8.
Presuowr:

Mp. K. HuovsoN, Proeipel Assistiont Commissioner.

Tr iz sfated in a report received from the acting Darogal of Cherra Poonjee, now on
dotv in the Cheylah districi, that agreeably to w Petitiou presented by one Teb Rai Cossyah,
to i.h(‘ Magistrate of Sylhet, that Oficer hay issned o Perwannal to the Darocah of Thannah
fussoolgunee, divecting hin (o prevent any affeays taking place with a Meo Coleman and other
Gentlemen now on their way io Chevia Poonjee for the pewrpose of trading there, and that he
thinks a serious breach of the peace is hkely to take place it these Gentlemen should come to
the Cheylah distriet.  As it s well denown that Oranges and Limestoue are the principal
artictes of irade i the Cheylah country-—that the Wahadadars aud Zamecudars of Ookrungee.
ooben haviag granted . Me. Heney Ingla’ lirm a long lease of the Orangeries of the Cheylah
country within fixed bowdaries, in conformity with established castonis of their village, he
has carried on a trade in Ovanges there for many yeavs-—and that a settlement of the Lime-
stone tracts pertaining to the Government in the Cheylah Territory has been made with Me.
Henry Tnglis on o lease of eizht years from the Bengalee year 1262 with the sanction of Govern-

ment-—And it having been turther shown in an English letfer frora Me. Henry

Inglis, dated
the 17th Septemboer 18355, that he holds all the remaining Limestone fracts of the Cheyla
country on i Tease from the people of that place for a terio of cight years tfrom the vear 1855
eeit sectms advisable, under ail these eircumstanees, combined with the facts of the Cheyla
district bormr held ehavge of by tho Wahadadars, under the control of this Government, accord”
ing to the orders of the Governor General's Agent, and their having s power u!"iu\c:ilig:x(iﬂg
and deciding ali matters ocearring there according to previous custom, execept murders and
other beinons erimes, and being responzible for any  disturbances that may take place amungsi
the Cossyabs of that country—that a reference should bhe made to the Governor General’s
Agent 1o know whether Regulation 4 of 1329% 3s to be cons'dered applicable to the Cheyla
district, and as it 18 not deemed expedient, peading the reeeipt of that Geutleman’s instractions
or the subject, to permit cither Buropean or Bengalee aliens aszembled in large pariics, or
armaed, who are likely to cause riots and disturbanees, to proceed thers without my permission
or the consent of Wihadadars, it is theretere —

OuperEp—That a Perwannah be issued to the above-wentioned Darogah, dirceting him to
explain properly to any Buropean or Bengalee alicus who may wish to come in to the Cheyla
Territory, «ither in lavge parties, or armed, and wtether for the purpose of tradimgg there or with
any other intent, thai they must obtain the consent of the Wahadadara to do so, and apply
1o me it they refuse to grant it, and that he mast continue to be on the alert himself to prevent
and suppress affrays i his jurisdietion, He is also to informa the Cosagahs of the Cheyla
Tervitory that proper ovders will be passed on thewm, if they hnite abiens into the country
without the consent of the Wahadadar=, annd thus enose unneeessary disputes and «disturbances
there. And as it is not usual for persons to go about armed and collected in large parties
for trading purposes inany part of the teeritorics under this Governmeut, it is ordered that a
copy ot this Procecding be torwavded to the Magistrate of Sylhet, with a request that he will
tastie Porwannalia to the Police Oflicers under him {o convey the above ioformation to any

* Stiovdd have Leen 4:;7‘



Europcan or Bengalee alicna who may pass through the Sylhet district, either armed o
& v £

collected in large parties, with the object of going to trade in the Cheyla Territovy, ov with

any other intent, and that another copy be submitted to the Governor General’s Agent with

the view of keeping him informed of these pavticulurs.

(Sioned) C. K. 1LUDSON,
Principal dssistant Commissioner,

fn charge of Cossyak and Jynteak Iills.

As it appears, on again looking over the above Proeeeding, ihat Rewulation 4 of 1529 has
been entered i it mstead of Regunlation 4 of 18337, the mistake is hereby correeted, and 1
is ovdered that intimationy te this effect be tracamitted for the information of the Governor
General’s Agent and  the .‘[:l}{i.\tl‘al!,(!' of Syihet, and as copies of this Proceeding have been
furnished to Mr. Henry lughis and to the Waladadars of Cheyla Poonjee, their Mooktear

is also to beinformed of the nustake made o it. Duated the 13th Novewber 1856,

(Sianed) ¢ K HUDSQN,
Principal Assiztant Commissioner,

In charge of Cossyel wnd Jleah THills,

(Trne translation)
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,
Lrincipal Assistent Commissioner,
L charge of Cessyah and Jynteah Hills.,
Cierky Poosarr, )
The W0tk Jure 1358, Y
(True capy)
S, BIRD,
Head Assistand.
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APPENDIX No. 4.

TRANSLATION of Articles of Agreement entered into, in the year 1829, between Dewan Singh,
hajak of Cherra Poonjee, and kis Ministerinl Officers and others, and Mr. David Scott, Agent
tothe Governar General, North East Frontier,

The Rajah having lost his eye-sight, Soobha Sing,
Rajah, has put his mark hereto on the part of
Dewan Sing Rajah,
. (True copy from tho original)
(Signed) RAJKISSUR MOZIMDAR.

To
Tae HONORABLE COMPANY.

No. 5. Tur written agreement of Dewan Sing, Rajah, and the Ministerial
Prosented at Cherra Poon- ) . Cy. : . .
jee, on the 12th Septomber — Officers and other Cessyahs residing at Cherra Pooujee, exceated in the

1829, correspending  with . . } . .
the ;ournl_ztd(li B. S. present English year 1829, to the following purport.

We acknowledge our subjection to the Honorable Company with’ the objeet of having
our country protected, and enter into this deed of agrcemeut to tho effect Lhat we hereby
place our tervitory under the protection of the Ionorable Campany.

1s2.—We are to conduct the affairs of our country in eoncert with the Ministerial Oicers
according to former usages and eustoms, keeping the people pleased and contented, and to have
no concern in such matters with any of the Honorable Company’s Courts ; but should any
person who has committed any wrongful act in the Governwent territories ecome to our
country, we will, on demand, immediately appreliend him and deliver him up.

2ad.—~1f we should have any disputes with the Rajahs of other countries, which it may
be deemed proper to investignte, we will abids by and submit to any judement that may be
given ou thoe part of the Government, and we will not enter into any quarrels with the Rajahs
of other countries without the permissiou of the Hounorable Company.

3rd.—If there should be any hostilities in tho HHills with the Honorable Company, we will
immodiately proceed there with our forces, and render assistance to the Government.

Mr. David Seott, Agent to the Governor General, hereby promises that your territory
will be prnppr]y protected on the part of the Government if you act according to the aforesaid
conditions, and if any quarrels should avise between you and the Rajahs of other countries,
they will be disposed of and settled, and you will receive a fitting reward for the services
referred to. To which purport this agreement is exceuted by hoth parties,  Dated 1ho 10th
September, corresponding with the 26th Bhadro 1236, 8. 8.

(Signed) W. CRACROFT,
4.4 G, @
(True translation)
(Sigued) C. K. HUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commissioner,
In charge of Cossyak and J, ynteah Hills.

(True copy)
' S. BIRD,
Head Assistant.
d
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APPENDIX No. 4 A.

TRANSLATION of an Agreement execuled in the year 1829, by Dewan Sing, Rajah of Cherra
Poonjee,

The Rajah having lost his eye-sight, Soobha Sing,
Rajuh, has put his mark Lereto on the part of
Dewan Sing, Rajah.

(True copy from the original)
(Signed)  RAJKISSUR MOZIMDAR.
To
Mz. DAVID SCOTT,
Agent to the Governor General.

No. 8. The written agreement of.Dewan Sing, Rajah of Cherra Poon-
Prosented at Cherra Poon- >

joe, on the 12th Septembor  jee, executed in the present English year 1829, to the under-mentioned
15829, correspouding with .
the year 1236, . 8. efleet :—

Some Jand having been required of me for erecting Government odifices and for gentlemen

to build houses on, I'voluntarily cede this land, and enter into the following agreement :—

13t.~~For the erection of these buildings, &e., I have given up some land in a place to
the Fast of Cherra’Poonjee, bounded on one side by the dell or below the rest of the valley,
and on the other by the Seit Oodoi river, where bamboos have been put upon the part of
Government; and if more land is required, it will be furnished to the East of that spot; but
in exchange for ag much land as T may give up altogether in my territory, I am to reccive
an equal quantity of land in the vicinity of Punduah and Company-Gunge, within the boundary
of Zillah Sylhet,

2nd.-—I am to establish a Haunt in Mouzah Burryaile, on a soot of ground that I have
purchased, portaining to the aforesaid Zillah, and I am always to manage the Haut and to
mwake investigations there according to the customs of my country ; and in such matters I am
to have nothing to do with the Honorable Company’s Courts, This place is morcover to be
trunsferred from the aforesaid Zillah, and made over, as a rent-free grant, to ry Cossyah territory,
and if any person who has committed & wrongful act in the Government territories should come
and stay on this land belonging to me, I will apprehend him and deliver him up on demand.

3rd.—Whercver Limestone may be found on the Cherra Poonjce Hills, in my territory, I
will allow the Government to take it gratis when required for their own use.

4th.—1f any quarrels and disturbances should take place between Bengallecs themselves,
it will be necessary for you to investigate them, and I am to investigato disputes occurring
between Cossyahs.  Besides which, ift any dispute should occur between a Bengalee and s
Cossyah, 1t is to be tried in coucert by me and a gentleman on the part of the Honorable Com-
pany. To which purport, 1 have exccuted this agreement. Dated the 10th September, cor-
responding with the 26th of Bhadro 1236, B. 8. .

(SBigned) = 'W. CRACROFT,
4. 4.6 6.
(True translation) S
(Signed)  C. XK. HUDSON, .
Drincipal Assistant Commissionsr, ,
. In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills.

(True copy) . ,
8, BIRD,

Head Assistant,
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APPENDIX No. 4 B.

TRANSLATION of an Agreement executed by Soobka Sing, Rajah, and the Officers, Sirdars,
and other Cossyals of Cherra Poonjee in the year 1 830.
(Signed) SOOBHA SING, RAJAH,
dnd others of the 12 Tribes, Sirdar
Cossyahs of Cherra Poonjec.
To »

Tre HONORABLE COMPANY.

Tur written agreement of Soobba Sing, Rajab, and the Officers, Sirdars and other
Cosayahs, residing at Cherra Poonjee, executed in the current year 1237, B. 3., to the following

purport.

‘Whereas the locality ceded by Dewan Sing, Rajah, during his life-time to the Honorable
Comwpany, vnder an agreement he furnished for the purpose of erecting buildings on for’
gentlemen and convalescent persons, is now insuflicient for that object in consequence of a
great number of Government subjects having resorted to the place, we, therefore, jin compliance
with the request of Mr. David Scott, Agent to the Governor General, cede to tho Govern-
ment, agreeably to the terms of the previous agreement, furnished by the late Rajab, the land
lving to the South East of that place, extending up to the valley and river as specified in the
said agreement, and give this agreement to the effect that wo will abide by and act in accord-
ance to the conditions specified in the late Rajal’s agrcement. To which purport we have
execule | this agreement. Dated the 19th October 1830, corresponding with Cartick 1237 B. 8.

(Signed) T. C. R,
4. Q. Q.

(True translation )
(Bigned) C. K. IIUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commissioner,
In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills.

(True copy)
8. BIRD,
Hoad Assistant.
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APPENDIX No. 4C.

I'RANS’L ATION of a Lease of the Coal Hills at Cherra Poonjee, given to the Dritish Govern-
ment, in the year 1840, by Soobka Sing, Rajalk of Cherra Poonjee.

To
Tue POLITICAL AGENT ar CHERRA POONJEE.

A perpetual lease, executed to the following purport, by Soobha Sing, ana‘h of
Cherra Poonjee.

I hereby give a perpetual lease, for all futuro time, of the Hills called Qosider, Ooksan
and Nowkrew, within my territory pertaining to Cherra Poonjee, where Coal is being worked
for the Government, agreeably to the terms mentioned belosr, which are to be acted up to.

1st.—I am to reccive tates from tho Government at the rate of 1 Rapee per hundred
maunds for as much Coal as may bo broken up in the places mentioned. I will never demand
more than this rate, and my Cossyah subjects are not to be prohibited by tho Government from
working Coal iu these l]ocalitics; they are to work it freo of charge, and will settle with me
for the taxes on it; but no other person is at liberty to quarry Coal in these places without
the sanction of the Government, nor bave [ the right of granting such permission to any

other person.

2nd.—The Government can quarry Coal hereafter, whenever they wish to do so, according
to the conditions of this Pottab, and no new objections will be raised, and if made, they are

to be rejected.

3rd.—Besides the above stated localities, the Government have the right to the Coal in
sach places in my territory a3 it may be discovered in, according :o tho conditions of this
Pottah, to which effect T have executed this perpetual lease, the 20th of April 1840, corres-
ponding with the 9th of Bysack 1247, B. 8.

/’_ TN
Seal of the
Liajah.

~~

(Signed) SOOBIIA SING, RAJAIL

Witnesses.

Soomur Sing, Cossyah, Resident of Cherra Poonjee.
Jattrah Sing, Ditto, ditto ditto.
Chaund Rai, Dubaslia, ditto ditto,
Bungsee Sing, Burkundaze of the Office.

(True translation)
(Signed)  C. K. HUDSON,
DPrincipal Assistant Commissioner,
In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills
(True copy)
S. BIRD,
IHead Assistant.
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APPENDIX No. 4 D.

TRANSLATION of an Agreement furnished in the year 1857 by Ram Sing, Rajak of

Cherra Poonjee.

Vo
i Bajak's Sgcy (Signed) RAM SING, RAJAH.
¥

To
Tug HONORABLE COMPANY.

Tne written agreement of Ram Sing, Rajah, and his Ministerial Officors and Sirdars,
and other Cossyahs residing at Cherra Poonjee, executed in the year 1857 to the following

.

purport :(—

Having, on the demise of my uncle, the late Soobha Sing, Rajah of this territory, taken
his place as his snccessor, and come into possession of the Raj, 1 have been required, by the
Principal Assistant Commissioner of Cherra Poonjee, to furnish a new agreement based on
those given by my predecessors ; aund as all the conditions of the engagements entered into
by my predecessors, the late Dewan Sing Rajah, on the 10th of September 1829, and the
late Soobah Sing Rajah, on the 19th of October 1530, are acceptable to me, I will act accord-

g to them hereafter.
Dated the 16th of May 1837, corresponding with the 8th of Joisto 1264, B. 8.
Written by Bhoyrobnath Dahu.

Presented this day by Radha Kristno Dutt, Mooktiar, and Bhoyrobnath Daln, on the parg
of Ram Sing Rajah, with his letter of this date, the 16th of May 1857, corresponding with
the 4th of Joisto 1264, B, 8.

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commissioner,

In chaige of Cossyak and Jynteah Flills.

(True translation)
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,
' Principol Assistant Commissiorer,
In charge of Cossyak and Jyntcah Hills.

(True copy)
: S. BIRD,
Head Assistant.
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APPENDIX No. 4 E.

TRANSLAI’ION of the Articles of Agreement given to the Ilonorable Company by Dur
Manick, Rajak of Is/n/rmz, in the year 1830.

(Sigued) BUR MANICK,
Rajak of Khyrim.
To
DAYID SCOTT, Esq,

Agent to the Governor General. .

My country havicg been taken posscssion of by the Ionorable Company in conse-
quence of my baving made war with them, and thereby caused considerable losses, I now come
forward, and placing myself under the protection of the Honorable Company, and acknow-
ledging my submission to them, agree Lo the following terjus as sanctioned by the Presidency
Authoritics.

lset.—1 cede to the onorable Company the lands I formerly held on the South and East
of the OQomeeam River, and I promise not to interfere with the people residing on those lands
without the orders of the Agent to the Governor General.

2nd.—1 consent to hold the remaining portion of the territory agreeably 1o the Sunnud
of the Honorable Company as their dependants, and to conduct its affairs according o
ancient customs ; but I am not at liberty to pass orders in any murder ease without the pormis-
sion of the Governor General’s Agent, and will report to him any case of this kind that may
oceur, .

8rd.—When -any of the Honorable Company’s Troops pass through my territory, 1 will
furnish them with sueh provisions as the conntry produces, so that they may not be put to
any inconvenience, roceiving payment for these supplies from Government; and I will con-
struet bridges, &c, when ordered to do so, and am to be paid jor the expenses incurred
thereon.,

4¢h.—Tn case of any Hill Chieftains making war with tho Honorable Company, I will
join the Government Troops with the fighting wen of my country, but they are to receive
subsistence from the Guvernment.

5th.—1I relinquish my former claim regarding the boundary of Desh Doomoroeah, and
agree to the Afdee Nuddee being the future boundary. I am, however, to be assigned some land
near the Sonapore Market for the purpose of trading there.

6th~—I agree to pay a fine of 5,000 Rupees to the Honorable Company on accouut of
the expenscs now and previously incurred by them in the subjugation of my couuntry.

7th. -If Teerut Sing Rajah, who is inimical to the Honorable Company, or any other
of his guilty followers, should enter my territory, 1 will immediately apprehend them aund deliver
them up, and I promise to produce all criminals who may ceme and take refuge in my country
from any place in the Honorable Company’s dowinions. ‘

To which effect T bave exccuted this nuru,mu\t on this 15th da) of January 1830 cor-'
responding with the 4th of Maugh 1236, B. S

(True translation)
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commwemer, .
‘ In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah ]inllo :

(True copy) =,
~ 8. BIRD,
-Head Amstam
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APPENDIX No. 4 F.

TRANSLATION of a Recognisance erccuted by Oolar Sing, Rajah of Marriow, in the
year 1829,

(Signed)  OOLAR SING,
Rajak of MNurriow.

To

DAVID SCOTT, Esq., »

Agent to the Governor General.

Wiereas, I, Oolar Sing, Rajab of Murriow, formerly couspired against the
Honorable Comjany’s people and made war with them, I now come foryard for my own good
and give this recogunisance, to the effect that I will not again enter into such a conspiracy or
guarrel, or make war with the people on the pars of the Governent, and that if | do so, I shall
be liable to such punishment as is usually inflicted on riotous persous,

Ist..—My couniry now remains under the control of the Government, and I will keep
the people contented and conduct the Cossyah aftairs in the usnal way.

2nd.--T will investigate such cases as take place in my country according to its established
customs ; bul if auy beinous crimes, such as murders, &c., should occur, I will give you
intormation of them, and I will obey and act in other matters according as you may order me
to do.  To which purposes I hereby give this recognisunce, on this 12th day of October 1829,
corresponding with the 27th of Assin 1236, B. 8.

Witnessed by —

Ram Sing Dubasbiah, Resident of Cherra Poonjeo.
Dewan Sing Dubashiah, Resident of Cherra Poonjee.

(True translation)
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commissioner,
In ckarge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills.
A
(True copy)
S. BIRD,
Head Assistant.
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APPENDIX No. 4 G,

TRANSLATION of an dyrcement given by Songaph, Iajub of the d:strict of Makram, to the
Folitical Agent at Cherva Poonjee, in the year 1839,

To
Masor LISTER, *
Political Agent to the Governor General, ¢

At his Court House.

J, Songaph Rajah, resident of the Mahram eountry, having wantonly made war against
the Honorable Company, and caused great loss of life to their people, and put them to consi-
derable expense, have myself been driven throngh fear n Tugitive to the jungles, and acknow-
ledge haviug committed great faults; but I now crave an amnesty for the past offences of
myself and my Cossyah people, and enter into this agreement in the hope of being permitted
to remain in my country in the capacity of a Sivdar (Chict) on the following terms.

2nd.—That T acknowledge my dependency on the Government, and agree to stay in my
country as a Sivrdar (Chief), or as it T have been appointed a Sivdar by the Government. I
um, however, to adjudicate, amongst my own people, according to custom, but will not put any
one to death.

Jrd~~That if any of the Government Troops should pass throngh my country, I will attend
and furnish them with such provisions as they may require, veceiving payment for the same
at the customary rates.

4/%.—That, should any disturbances arise in the Hills, T will, if =9 ordered, attend with
all the Cossyahs of my country, and renmin in attendanes as long as I may be reguired to do so,
receiving merely subsistence for my people {rom the Government.

5tk —That if any wurdcrers or dacoits should take refuge in my country, I will appre-
hend them and deliver them up when called on to do so.

62h.~That, in atoncwent for my faults, I promise to pay the Governmeut a total fine
of 2,000 Rupecs; but I am to lodge this amount within a month from the present date.

7th.—That I give Chand Manick Rujah and Bar Manick Rajah, of Moleem Poonjee, as my
sceurities for the fullilment of the terms of this agreement, and T also place at Moleem Poonjee
my ucphew Soolong Rajal, who will carry out all crders that may be given at any time
regarding my country.
To which end I have esccuted this agreement, Dated this 13th February 1839, corres-
ponding with the 3rd Falgoon 1254, B, 8.
(True translation)
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, .
Principal Assistant Commissioner, v
In charge of Cossyahk and Jynteah Hills.

(True copy)
8. BIRD,
’ Xead Assistant.
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APPEMDIX No. 4 H.

TRANSLATION of an Agreement exccuted by Zubber Sing, Rujak of Ramsye, in the year 1829,

(Signed) ZUBBER SING,
Rajak of the Country of Pautan.

No, 14, s writte o . of Zubber Si 1ais . aprtt
Filed at Nuncklow. on Tue written ng:m.memt of ‘/ut‘)ber Sing, Rajah ot the territory
the 21st of October 1820,  of Ramrye, oxccuted in the English year 1829, to the following

covrosponding  with the

year- 12386, B. 8. purport.

I and my subordinate Officers and all my people, acknowledging our dependunce and
subjection to the Hon’ble Company, promise to obey and act agreeably to such orders as may,

from time to time, be passed regarding our country.

.

1s2.—Our country having been invaded and taken possession of by the Government Troops, in
consequence of our people having quarrelled with those of the Government,’I promise to
realize, from my Hill subjects, all the expenses that have been incarred thereon.

2nd.—TI will investigate and decide all petty cases oceurring in my country, agreeably to cus-
tom, with Punchayets; but I will report all cases of murder that may take place, aud when the
culprity shall havo been approhended and given up, they will be tried by the laws that are

current in tho ITills,

3rd.—T will not oppress or wrong my people, and will keep them satisficd and contonted.

4¢h.—1 and my subordinates will never fight or quarrel with the Honorable Company, and
if we do so, we shall bo punished according to the regulations like other refractory persons.

5th.—1 will appoint and remove tho Lungdeos of my country with your approval and
consent, and act in all matters after consulting with thepeople.

61h.~—Whenever any hostilities may occur between the Hill people and the (Goverament,
1 will assist the Government with my Troops. To which effect I have executed this agree-

ment, dated this 27th of October-of the present year.

I have filed a separate list of the expenses that I will pay.

(Signed)  W. CRACROFT,
4. 4. Q. Q.

(True translation) _

(Signed) ~ C. K. HUDSON,

Principal Assistant Commissioner,

In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Fills.
L 3
(True copy)
3. BIRD,
- Head Assistant.
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APPENDIX No. 4 I.

TRANSLATION of an Agreement executed, in the year 18335, by Qoahn Sirdar, Qokiany,
Lungdeo, Ooalhn Sirdur, and Oomoi Sirdar, of the district of Ramrye.

(Signed)  OOAHN SIRDAR,

” OOKIANG LUNGDEO,
. OOATIN STRDAR, .
N OOMOI SIRDAR,

Of the Tervitory of Ramrye.
To

Trie AGENT to Tne GOVERNOR GENERAL.

Tur written agreement of Ooahn Sirdar, resident of Soojor Poonjee, Ookiang
Lungdeo, resident of Nongklang Poonjee, Ooahn Sirdar, resident of

No. 34 of 1833, filed 4 - ( s Sirdar i e P N wind
11th February 1835, . Khendring, and Oomoi Sirdar, resident of Oomshem, pertaining to

Ramrye, exceuted to the following purport.

Iaving dhis day attended before the Commanding Officer, Caplain Lister, we hereby, of
our own free-will and accord, furnish the agreement detailed in the under-mentioned para-
graphs,  Dated this 21st of January 1835, corresponding with ihe 9th of Maugh 1241, B. S.

1s¢.—That we arc under the protection of the Government, and acknowledgo our submis-
gion to them.

2nd.-~That if any murders or serious eases ocenr in onr country, they will be investi-
gated by the Government, to which we are willing and agreeable, and +he punishments awarded,
on investigation of such cages, are to be by the Government.

3rd.—~-That if there should be a likelihood of hostilities oceurring betwz2en us and the people
of another State, wo will act as the Government may diveet ; and in the evont of our Laving
any quarrel with such foreign people, we will submit to the decision given by the Government.

4th.—That our debt to tho Government of Rupees 8,185-13-0 (Light thousand Four
hundred and Eighty-five and Thirteen Aunas)is this day remitted, and we agree Lo pay a
sum of 200 Rupees annually in the month of Kartick, at any place where we may he
directed to do so, and on lodgment of the money we will take receipts for it from the Govern-
ment Authorities.

5th.—That if we act in contravention of the stipulations in the above paragraphs, the
Government may do whatever they consider just and proper, and we will make no objection
10 it. To which cifect we have executed this agreement of our own accord.

Witnessed by—
Ram Sing Jemadar,
Borjooram Dubashia.
(Truc translation)
(Bigued C. K. HUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commissioner,
In charge of Cossyah and Jynteuh Hills.
(True copy)
8. BIRD, ' ,
Head Assistant,.
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APPENDIX No 4K

TRANSLATION of an Agrecment given to the British Government by the Wahaladars, or
Chicfs, of Cheyla Foonjee, in tne year 1829,

(Signed)  MISHNEE WAHADADARS,

BURSING WAHADADAR,

SOOMEN axp OOKSAN WAIIADADARS,
Residents of Cheylu Pooijee.

»

1

To . 13
Tie HONORABLE COMPANY,

Tie written agreement of Mishnee, Bursing, Scomen and Ooksan  Wahadadars,

of Cheyla Poonjee and other Villages, twelve in number.

L4
Whereas a disturbance or battle took placo in the TIfills, and we d#l not join with the
Government or make our appearance, in eonsequence of _which Troops were sent to our
villages 5 wo.now come forward and give this agrecmont to abide by the following stipula-

tions i —

1s2.—That having committed these faults, we agree to pay, by instalments, to the
Government, amongst our twelve Villages, a tine of 4,000 Rupees, for the payment of which

sum we four persons are responsible.

2ndly.—That from the Limestone situated on the banks of the Bozah River, in our territo-
ry, we agree to allow tho Government always to remove gratis as much as they require in any
locality selected by their Officers ; but it is not to bo taken from any other place.

Srdly.—That should any persons concerned in any acts in Zillah Sylhet or other places
come and take shelter with us, wo will immediately deliver them up on their being called for

by the Zillah Courts.

4thly.—That we promise not to dispute or make war with the Honorable Company or
with any of the Rajuhs who are in confederacy with the Government.

5¢hly.—That if any quarrels should arise between us and the Rajahs alluded to, the
Govermment is to investigate and settlo them, and to this eifoct we have exccuted this agreement.
‘Dated the 3rd Septomber, corresponding with the 19th of Bhadro 1236, B. 8,

(True translation)

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,

‘I’rincipal Assistant Commissioner,

In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills.
s .
- (True copy)
8. BIRD,
- Head Assistant,
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APPENDIX No. 4 L.

TRANSLA;’Z‘ION of & Perwannah, issued by the Political Agent of ths Cossyah Hills, in the
year 1852, to Qosep Sing Rajak appointing him Dhollah Rajak, of the Makram Territory.

7 N\ (Signed)  ¥. G. LISTER,

:’/ ;6;c'/(fl \ Political Agent.

\ Ofpee. /

To
QOOSEP SING, DIOLLAH RATJTAH,

Resident of Rongthong Poonjee, in the Muhram Territory..
KNOW WERERY. ¢

Ir appears that Oober Sing, Dhollah Rajah of the Mahraw territory, having deceased,
you requested to be appointed Rajah there on the ground of the country having been under
the control of your unele, the lato Songaph, Dhollah Rajah, your application being supported
by a petition from Oomon Muntree, Oolar Sing Rajah, and other persons consenting to it ;
but final orders were deferred on it in consequence of Ramsye, Kallah Rajah of Nonglang
Poonjee, in that territory, having set up a claim founded ou the right of his uncle, the late
Ram Sing, Kallah Rajah, to which Ooject Lungdeo, Ooksan Sirdar, and certain other persons
signified their assent in a petition they presented. As you and Ramsye Rajah, have, however,
this day come to an amicable arrangement, and filed a deed of compromise to the cffect, that
of the two Kallah and Dhollah Rnjabs of Mahram, the Kallah Rajah is to be subordinate to the
Dhollah Rajah, aud the investigations connected with the duties of the Raj arc to be conducted
by them together in consultation, and the profits devived therefrom are to be enjoyed by them
both, and as you have therein stated that you are to be Rajah in iie placo of the afovesaid
Dhollah Rajah, retaining the said Ramsye Rajah as your subordinate, and investigating and
deciding cases occurring in the country in concert and consultation with him, which are
otherwise to be considered null and void, and the afore-mentioned Ramsyo Kallah Rajah has
expressed his willingness to remain as your subordinale, and according to former custom to
investigato and decide cascs taking place in the country in company aud consultation with
you, the decisions being invalid unless so conducted, &c., besides which you two pcrsonsr are,
agreeably to previous practice, to enjoy tho profits derived from the country, and to share the
losses incurred therein, and as you have assented to the above stated terms, and requested
that a Perwannnh may be given to you, appointing you as Rajah in accordance therewith, you
are, thercfore, informed that you are heroby appointed Rajah in the room of the Dhollal Rajah
of the territory of Mahram, and it will be your duty to conduet investigations and give
decisions there as stipulated in the deed of eompromise, and according to your own sense of
proper justice, retaining Ramsyc Kallah Rajah, as your subordinate, and both of yon acting
together and in consultation to do what is incumbent on you. You will, moreover, obey all
orders that may bo issued to you, from tinie to time, on the part of the Ifonorable Company
without delay, observing the terms agreed on in the doed of compromise referrod to. Dated
the 28th of Septomber 1852, corresponding with the 14th of Assin 1259, B. 8. -

(True translation)
(Signed) C. X, HUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commissioner, 7
. In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills,
(True copy) - :
_ 8. BIRD, R
y | - Hoad Assistant, -
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APPENDIX No. 4 M.

TRANSLATION of a Recoynizance cccuted by Qophar, Rajak of Bhawul Poonjer,in (h:
year 1832,

_TTT
: //
/ Seal of
Ooplar
Lajak.

\

. %

~— —

Tiw AGENT 10 e GOVERNOR GENERAT,

-1, Oaphar Rajal, resident of Bhawul Poonjee, have this day, of my own free-will and
accord, and without any compulsion, exccuted this recoguizance before Captain Townshend,
at Cherra Poonjee, as detailed in the following paragraplis, and [ will be responsiblo tor the
violation of any of the terms thereol, and will obey the orders of the Gentlomen

1sf.—That if the Cossyals should kill, or in any way harm or injure, any of the Ionor.
able Company’s people within the boundaries of the Qoahn Churrah or Ilatee Khedda on
the West, and the Dhoolai Nuddeo or tho West bank of the Dongdongiah on the Bast, I will
immediately produce the guilty persons and make reparation for the losses sustained.

2nd.-—That T will not give any shelter, assistance or provisions, to the enewmies of the
Hounorable Company, and whenever 1 may receive any news regarding thewm, I will send
information thereof to the Government people through the Dooahradars.

3rd~~That L will not allow any of the Honorable Compauy’s encmies to come to my
Alrung of Scemai when 1t i3 re-opened.

4¢h.—That wheunever I may be called for by the Gentlemen, T will attend immediately on
receipt of the written order to do so, and if I act contrary to the stipulations made in the
abova paragraphs, T will submit to any ovders the Gentlemen may chooso to pass. Lo which
end T have executed this recognizance. Dated the 11th December 1832, corresponling with
the 27th Algran 1239, B. 8.

" Witnessed by—

Gopeeram, residing at present at Chattarkonal.

Askur Mahomed, resident of Pergunnab Mahram, Mouzah Noiegong.
Rohoomot Dooahradar, resident of Ghaseegong.

Ranjan Dooshradar, resident of Pergunnah Mahram, Mouzah Kandeegong.
Robaie Dooalradar, resident of Chorgong.

(True translation)
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,

Principal Assistant Commissioner,
In charge of Cossyah and Jynteal Hills.

(Tnie copy)
. 8.BIRD,
' Head dssistant.
g _
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APPENDIX No. 4 N.

TRANSLATION of a Recognizance exccuted by Ooksan and Qoahnloka, Rajaks of Mullai
Toonjee, in the year 1832,

(Signed) OOKSAN RAJAH,
OOAHNLOKA RAJAIL
€

To

Tar AGENT to T GOVERNOR GENERAL.

W=z, Ooksan Rajah and Ooahnloka Rajab, residents of Mullai Poonjee, having tlis
day appeared before Mr. Harry Inglis, on the bank of the Jadookata River, do, of our own accord
and free-will, execute this recognizance as detailed in the following paragraphs, and we will
be responsible for the violation of apy of the terms thereof, and will obey the orders of the
Gentlemen,

1st.—That if any Cossyahs kill, or otherwise harm or injure, any of the Honorable Compa-
ny’s people within the Dholai River on tho West, and the Khagoorah Churrah on the East,
we will immediately produco the guilty persons and mako reparation for the losses sustained.

2nd.—That we promise not to give shelter, assistance, or provisions to the enemies of the
Honorable Company; and if we should obtain any information regarding them, we will send
notice of the same to the Government Officers through the Dooahradars.

3rd.—That we will not allow the enemies of the GQovernment to come to our Bazar
of Nokhorecal Burtikrah when it is re-opened.

4¢h.—That whenever we are summoned by the Gentlemen, we will present ourselves as
soon as we reccivo the written order to attend, and if we infringe these terms we will abide by any
orders that may be passed by the Gentlomen. To which end we bhave hereby executed {his
recognizance on this 21st of November 1832, corresponding with the 7th Ahgran 1239, B. 8.

Hitnessed by—

Mubiomed Ausor, resident of Mouzah Noigong, Pergunnah Mahram.
Bobaraie, resident of Pergunuah Borakhecah, Mouzah Mookeeorgong.
Bottai Dubashia, resident of Pergunnah Chorgong.

(True translation)
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,
Principal dssistant Commissioner,
In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills.

(True copy)
8. BIRD,
Head Assistagt.
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APPENDIX No. 4 O.

TRANSLATION of an Agreement given by Ahdor Sing, Rajak of Mowsunnam Poonjee, in the
year 1831,

(Signed) AIIDOR SING RAJAH.

To

Tne AGENT ro tnr: GOVERNOR GENERAL,
¢ North Ilast Frontier.

Tne written agreement of Ahdor Sing Rajah, resident: of Mowsunnam Poonjee,
given to the following effect,

My village having been burnt down on the part of the Pritish (}o'vormnent, and being
now a waste, 1 hercby acknowledge my submission to the Government, and furnjsh this agree-
ment with the object of again scttling on the spot, to the effect that T and my people will
re-build and re-occupy the village as subjects of the Government, and will obey such orders as
you may from time to time issue to us. N

That I will take measures for apprehendiug the cnemies of the Government if T should
hear of their being in my village or its vicinity, and I will also convey immediate information
of the same to Captain Townshend, and if I have no particular nows to communicate, I will
merely wait on him every month.

That if I violate these engagements, I will, without any demur, abide by whatever orders
you may think proper to pass. Dated this 17th of December 1831, corresponding with the 3rd
of Pous 1238, B. S.

Titnessed by—

Dewan Sing Dubashia, resident of Cherra Poonjee.
Qomee Cosayah, resident ot Cherra Poonjee.

(True translation)
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commissioner,
In charge of' Cossyah and Jynteak Hills,

(True copy)
S. BIRD,
Iead Assistant,
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APPENDIX No. 4 P.

TRANSLATION of a Recognizance execuled by ELeang Cossyah, resident of Seenai Poonjee,
Ahmol Sing Cossyah, resident of Lonkhom Poonjee, and Laloo Cossyah, resident of Mowdon
Poonjee, in the year 1832.

(Signed) ~ EEANG COSSYAT,
AHMOL SING,
LALOO COSSYAIL

”

”n

Guarantce for this Document.

I Sooblia Sing Cossyah, resident of Tengor Poonjee,
give this recognizance of my own accord, to the
effect that I guarantee the fulfilment of these
terms, and Awm responsible for any departure

therefrom,

(Signed) SOOBHA SING COSSYAIL
To B
Tone AGENT 1o Tue GOVERNOR GENERAL.
Wz, Feang Cossyah, resident of Scenai Poonjee, Ahmol Sing, resident of Long-
khom Poonjee, and Timloo Cossyah, resident of Mowdon Poonjee, having this day preseuted
oursclves before Mr. Harry Inglis, at Chamtollub, do, of our own free-will and accord, execute
this recognizance to the effeet that wo will be responsible il uny Cossyahs should kill any of
the Honorable Company’s subjects within Sooimenpore of Chamtollah on the West, and
Kesmaicer Gong and Allowkballee pertaining to Bahrogong on the East, and if they commit
any other aggressions wo will immediately produce the guilty persons.

That we will not give shelter, assistance or provisions. to any of » he Ilonorable Company’s
enemics, and if we should obtain any information regarding them, we will send notico of the
same to the Officers of Government.

That we will not allow any of the Honorable Company’s enemies to come to our Dazar
of Moudon. ’

That, whenover we may be summoned by the Gentlemen, we will attend without any
demur, and that it we depart in any way from these conditions, we will abide by any orders
that may be passcd by the Gentlewen.

To which end we have executed this recognizance.  Dated this 26th of November 1822,
corresponding with the 12th of Ahgran 1239, B. 8. '

Witnessed by—-
Prankristno Som, resident of Pergunnah Kowrceal, 8touzah Proyahgayimool.
Hareeprosad Dass, rusideut of Kusheh Sylhet, Mohollah Alikhobeak.
Dodalehand Dass, resident of Sylhet, st present at Chattuck.
(True translation)
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commissioner, s
In churge of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills.
I . . '
(True copy) -
S. BIRD, .
Head Assistant. -
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APPENDIX No. 4 0.

TRANSLATION of an Agreement, erecuted in the year 1841, by Chota Sakdvo Sing, Rajah
of the district of Jeerunyg.

i written agreoment of Chota Sahdoo Sing, Rajah of the tercitory of Bur Jeeruny,
Puonjee, executed in the present year 1248, B. 8., to the following purport.

Having solicited permission to bo continued in eharge of the three villages of Bur Jeerung,
Chota Jeerung, and Pathor Khallee, now held by me, on condition oty repairing tho road
and bridges in the 1ills agroeably to orders, T have been ealled on by a Purwanuah, No. 494,
dated the 7th of Choitro of the past ycar, for an agreement, and in compliancs with that
order I now furnish this agreement, stating that I promise, as custoumry,' to make the annual
repairs of the bridges, road, ghats, aund stockades, &e., in the 1Lills and other places without
payment, the above-mentioned three villages remaining in my chargo for the performance of
these services; and if T negligently delay to exeeute these works, and the road, bridees, &c.,
should .not, be kept in repair, I will submit to whatever orders you may think proper to pass.
To which effeet I have given this agreement.  Dated the, Sth of June of the English year
1841, corresponding with the 27th Joisto 1248 B. 8.

Wheveas Sahdoo Sing Rajah has personally presented this agreement, it is hereby
ordered to be accepted and filed with the record.  Dated the Sih of June of the laglish

vear 1811, corresponding with the 27th Joisto 12148, B. 8.

(True translation)
(Signed) C. K. IUDSON,
Lrincipal Assistant Commissiouner,

In Charge of Cossyalk and Jyntcah Hills.

(True copy) -
8. BIRD,
Head Assistant,
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APPENDIX No. 4 R.

TRANSLATION of an Agreement, cxecuted in the year 1829, by the Sirdurs, Ellers, and
Inhabitants of the conquered district of Svopar Poonjee and allied villuges.

(Signed) OOMIT KHYE, of Soopar Poonjee.
OOHN KITYE, of Nongrong.
OODOOR COSSYAM, of Noskin.
To
Mg. DAVID SCOTT,

Agent to the Governor General,

. AcreemeNT of the Sirdars, Elders and Inhabitants of Soopar

Filil at Gowhatly on  Poonjee, Nongrong Poonjee, and Noskin Poonjee—executed in the
the 12th November 1829, - . :
year 1829 to the following purport.

The people of our villuges having entered into hostilities with aud killed the subjects
of the Honorable Company, our’ villages have been taken possession of by the Government, we
therefore, having now attended at Moosmai Poonjee, enter into this agreement, for ourselves
aud all the people of the aforesaid villages, to the elleet that we acknowledge our subwmission
to the Ionorable Company as being their people, and we agree to obey all orders that way at
any time be given regarding us.

2nd.-~The inhabitants of our above-mentioned three villages having wantouly made war
with and killed the subjects of the Government, we, instead of paying a fino in maney, hereby
divide with the Government oue-half of all the limestone, good, bad and indifferent, in our
afore-mentioned three villages, We are to have half, and we give aalf to the Government,
and to this effeet wo have excceuted this agreement on the 29th day of October 1829, cor-
responding with the  Kartick 1236, B. 8,

Witnessed by-~

Soomer Gird, resident of Cherra Poonjee.

Ram Dolvie, ditto ditto,
Lall Sing Giri, ditto  ditto.
. (Sigued) W. CRACROFT,

A. 4. G G

(True translation)
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON, _
Principal Asst. Comr. at Cherra Poonjee.

(True copy)
8. BIRD,
Head Assistant.
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APPEXNDIX No. 48,

TRANSLATION of an Agreement, executed in the year 1829, by Ouvjoy, Mon Sing, and other
residents of Byrung Foonjee and its dependant villages.

(Signed)  OOJOY COSSYATT,
AMON SING,
JEERKUA COSSYAL,
" RAM SING,

KONRAI,

RAMRAL

»

To
Tur IONORABLE COMPANY.

Tue written agreement of Oojoy and Mon Sing, residents of Byrung Poonjee, Jeor-

N 17 kba and Ram Sing, residents of Oomtheelay Poonjee, and Kollaprai

0. 4. ) '

Filed at Gowhatty, Oth
Decewnber 1820, ‘ 1 . :

ot 28 year 1829 to the following purport.

and Ramrai, reridents of Famdah Poonjee, executed in® the Inalish

We have no faith in the Cossyali Mountaineers who have taken up arms against the
Government, aud having therefore joined the Honorable Company, enter into this agreement

to this ctfect.

1st.— That we have not made war with the Government, nor will we ever enter iuto hos-
tilities with the peaple on the part of the IHonorable Company, and we will apprehend and
daliver up any Cossyabs who have absconded, and regarding whom proclamations have been

issued, if they should come into our territory.

2nd.—That if we should find any proclaimed persons who have absconded, and fail to
apprehend and deliver them up, or conceal them, and this should be proved, we will make no
objection to our villages being burnt. Dated in the English year 1829, 2nd N. (November

seemingly, judging from the year mentioned.)

We further state that wo will obey the orders of Dewan Sing, Rajah of Cherra Poonjeo,
and will never do any thing without his sauction.

(Signed) 'W. CRACROFT,
4’¢ .41. G. (J'.

(True translation)
(Signed) C. X. UUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commissioner,
In charge of Cossyah and Jynteak Ilills,

(True copy)
S. BIRD, g
Head Assistant.
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APPENDIX No. 4 T.

TRANSLATION of « Lease of tha Coal-fields of Byrung Poonjee, givento the British
Gorerament in the year 1840, by the Sirdars of that Villuge, and confirmed by Soobha Sing,
Rajak of Cherra Poonjee.

I Soobha Sing, Rajah, resident of Chierra Poonjee, having made wyself acquainted with the
purpott of this document, hereby confirm the conditions speeified in this Pottah, given by the
Sirdars of Byrung Poonjee, dated the 20Ul April 1840, corvesponding with the 9th of Bysack
1247, B. 8.

S Real \
.‘ g A
; of the '

K

T (Signed)  SOOBITA SING, RAJAH.
\ * /

To
Tue POLTTICAL AGENT ar CHERRA POONJEE

A perpetual lease, executed to the following  purport, by Beerah Sing and Ramrai
Cossyah, Sivdars of Byrung Poonjee, belonging to the territory of Cherra Poonjee.

We hereby give a perpetual lease to the Government, for all future time, of the places
pertaining to this Poonjee where coal has heen found, and these localities where it way heve-
after he discovered, agrecably to the terns mentioned below, which are to be acted up to.

1st—~We are to receivo taxes from the Government at the rate of 1 Ruapee per hundred
maunds for as much coal as may be broken up in all places belonging to our Poonjee. We
will never demand more than this rate, and ihe Cossyahs of the Poonjee we reside in are not
to be prohibited by the Government from working coal in these localities. They are to, work it
free of charge, and will settle with us for the taxes on it ; but no other person is at liberty to
quarry coal in these places without the sauction of the Government, nor have we the right of
granting such perwission to any other person.

R «
2nd.—The Government can quarry coal hereafter, whenever they wish to do 8o, agreeably
to the conditions of this Pottah, and no new objections will be raised, and it made, they are

tu be rejected, e

8rd.—Besides the above stated localitics, the Government have the right, according to the
conditions of this Pottah, to those places where cogl may. at any time be discovered. To which
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effect we have executed this perpetual lease, dated the 20th of April 1810, corresponding
with the 9th of Bysack 1247, B. S,

L]
(Signed) BEERAIL SING axp RAMRAL
Cossyak Sirdirs.
Witnesses.
Soomur Sing Cossyah, resident of Cherra Poonjeo.
Jattrah Sing  Ditto, ditto ditto,
Chand Rai Dubashia, ditto ditto.
Bangsee Sing, Burkundaz of the Oflice.
'
(True translation)
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commissioner,
. In charye of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills.

(True copy)
S. BIRD,
Head sAssistant.

APPENDIX No, 4 U.

TRANSLATION of a Petition of the Wihaladars of Cheyla Poonjee, to the Political Agent
of the Cossyah IIills, in the year 1851, soliciting his assistance in causing the attendunce, at
their Durbars, of persons resisting their awthority, and offering to ahide by his decisions in
appeals preferred to kim against thelir orders, or in complaints mude to him against their acts.

T ""\‘
g N (Signed)  MISITNER WAHADADAR,
Q’c‘u( of the & \ > T e AT . N
/ \ DBURSING WAIIADADAR,
. " whadadars » ‘ A ,
L of Cleyla N LARSING axp SONARAL WAIIADADAR,
“.\ Poenjce, ” OOKIIANG avn BEEIMMAT WAHADADAR,
. Residents of Cheyla Paonjee.

RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH,

That previous to the oceupation of these Hills by the Honorable Company, wo
were nppomted to the offices of the four Wahadadars of our village of Cheyla Poonjeo, and pro-
tected thl, people by conducting enquiries and investigations in our conntry. That when these

Hills afterwnrds came into the posscssion of the 1Tonorable Company, wo were confirmed in
our - appointments, ngreeably to former custom, with the approval of the late Mr. David Scott,
-and most efficiently protected the inhabitants by investigating cases in the country by our
“own ‘authority ; but during the last two er three years, certain Cossyahs of our village, who
are unruly, powerful and evﬂ-advxsmg persons, have formed themselves into a party to carry out
}thexr own purposes, and aré oppressing angl hatassing some of the poor Cossyahs, and if they'
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complain and wo send for these persons through our,'()ﬁicers, they openly resist our authority
and assault them, besides making vavious remarks about us.  When we also summon defend-
ants in cases under trial before us, these violent individuals screen them, and in resistance of
orders beat our men and snateh away tho defendants from them ; thus causing great annoyance
to the poor people under our control, which wo have frequently complained of to you by
petitions ; and the individuals of this party who harass the poor people in this manner aro
morcover, not unknown to youw. It is besides probable that unless this faction is put down,
serious allrays and murders may hereafter occur, attended with ruination to our country, which
it will be dificult for us to account for to you, and we shall be punished by Providence if the
poor are violently oppressed by such persons of our village as have numerous frieuds and
relatives, and we as rulers of the country do not redress their grievances. Buot as the
calamities of our poor people cannot bo removed, or the country rendered tranquil without yonr
assistance, we therefore throw ourselves on your protection, and voluntarily present this
petition, soliciting that the persons under our control who resist our Officers may be tried by
you, aud that you will, on our solicitation, grant us yowr help to bring to our Durbars all such
persons as pertinaciously refuse to attend ihere when we send for them; and if any persons
who are dissatisficd with our ovders should appeal to you against them, or if wo oppress or
njure any persons and they complain to you about it, we will agree to any investizations and
orders that you may pass, and will neveg act in contravention of them, but will obey them
without urging any objections. There is no prospeet of relief to our country unless you so
favor ug, and in this your power is absolute. Dated the 3uth of Bysack 1238, B, S. (Received
Y4th May 1851.)

Presext: Covoxel Luster, Political Agent.

The request of the Wahadadars is granted, and it is bereby ordered that a Purwannah
be written to them to the effeet that if any person hereafter opprosses or injures another,
and the person so oppressed complains to the Wahadadars, and the oppressor, when called for
by them, obstinately and in disobedience of the Wahadadars’ orders, refuses to attend at
their Durbars, they must send him to Cherra Poonjee with the witnesses to the fact of the
opposition made to their autbority, and the prosecutor and his witnesses, when proper orders
will be pussed.  Dated the 16th May 18514, corresponding with the 3rd of Jeyt 1238, B. S.

(Signed) F.G. L,
‘P4

(True translation)
(Bigned) C. K. IIUDSON,
Principal dssistant Commissioner,
In charge of Cossyah and Jynteah Ilills.

(True copy)
S. BIRD,
Head Assistant.
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APPENDIX No. 4 V.

TRANSLATION of a Purwannak issued by the Principal Assistant Commissioner in charge of
the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills to Qojec Lusker and Chonglah Lusker, in tho year 1857,
authorizing them to conduct the duties of Sirdars of Aowlong Poonjee, for onc year each,
in succession to their deceased futher Zuffer Lusker, Sirdar of that place.

- N,
[ g ) (Signed) €. K. HUDSON,
! of ;‘ ® Principal Assistant Commissioner,
' Office- / dn charge of Cossyah and Jyntenk FHills,

To

OOJEE LUSKER axp CHONGLAH LUSKER,
Residents of Mowlony Poonjee.
Krxow neneny,

That whereas you represented yourselves, on the demise of Zufler Lusker, Sirdar og
the Mowlong diatrict, as being the sons and heirs of the deceascd, and solicited that you two
brothers might be permitied to conduct the duties of that offico by turns for one year each,
you nre now therefore appointed to the officc of the late Zuffer Lusker, pouding the prefer-
ment of any substantial claiin that may be worthy of notice being made to that district, and
are hercby informed that agrecably to the terms of the Deod of Compromiso you previously
filed, you will conduct the duties of the office of that Sirdar, as is incumbent on you, by
turns, for one year each. Hercin fail not. Dated tho 25th of March 1857, corresponding
with the 13th of Choitro 1263, B, S.

(True translation)
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commissioner,
In charge of Cossyah and Jyntealk Hills

(True copy)
8. BIRD,
Head Assistant.
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APPENDIX .No. 4 W.

TRANSLATION of the Avticles of an Agreement furnished {o the Governor General's Agent,
North East Frontier, by Rujjun Sing, Rajak, on kis aecession to the Ray of Nungklow, on
the 39¢th of March 1834.

To

Carraty PRANCIS JENKINS,

Agent to the Governor General North East Tyontier,
On the part of the Honorable Company.

Tne writton agreement of Rujjun Sing, resident of Nungklow,
No. 30. ) e :
executed to the following purport.

The Government having appointed me to the Raj of the late Teernt Sing Rajah, I here-
by execute thg articles of agreement detailed below, and prowise never to act in violation of
them, and that my Muntrees will also abide by the terms thereof.

1st.—That I have no objection to land being taken up by the Honoruble Company for
the purpose of making a road in any direction chosen between Zillah Sylhet and the plains or
low lands of Assam,

2nd.—That 1 have no objection to bridges, bungalows of sorts, store-rooms, fortifica-
tions, and stockades for Sepoys being built for the IHonorable Comypany wherever it may Lo
deemed expedient to scleet sites for them,

3rd.—That 1 and my Muntrees will furnish laborers and workmen for building and
repairing the above-mentioned roads, buildings, &c., without objection, whenever they may bo
required.

4th.—That whenever it may be considered expedient to erect any buildings within the
country consigned to me by the Government, I and my Muntrees will immediately furnish
the under-mentioned materials for them, and we shall not be able to raise any objections
about doing so.

List or Materians.—Timbers, stoucs, slates, lime, fire-wood, and any other articles
procurable in the country, will bo readily furnished.

5th.—That I and my Muntrees will provide shelter and pasturage for any c‘owrs,A oxen?
&c., that the Honorable Company may send into the country, and I will be responsible for any
losscs of these animals, :

6th.—That if any criminals or convicts should cscape from the Honorable Company’s
territory and come into my country, I will immediately render assistance in apprehending
them,
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7th.—That T will act as stated in the above-mentioned articles, and if T should do any thing
in eontravention of them, I and my Muntrees will submit to sueh fines as the Governor
General's Agent may think proper to impose on us.

8¢h.—That I promise to fulfil the aforesaid stipulations, and am to continuo to receive
my present wmonthly stipend of 30 Rupoos for one year, as this stipend to me from the Govern-
ment will enable the people of the country to settle down again in it comfortably, without
being pressed for any demand. This stipend to me is to cease after the completion of one year,
and I am then to make arrangements for myself as formerly. Dated the 29th of March 1834,
corresponding with the 19th of Choitro of the Bengal year 1240,

‘We, Rai Mon and Oojoor, residents of Nungbree, Ooram of Myrung, Ootep of Mouther,
Ooboo Boshan of Singshang, Qosey Lungdeo of Kenchee, Oophan of Monai, and Oomect
of Nongsay, having been nominated as Muntrees to the Rajah, approve of the agreemeut
executed by him, and will be rospousible for the fulfilment and violation of it. '

(Copy)
(' qun (Signed) 1L INGLIS,
Assistant Political Agent, ,
Cussyah Hills.

(True translation)
(Signed) C. K. ITUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commissioner,
In charye of Cossyal and Jyntecah Hills

(‘True copy)
S. BIRD,
Head Assistant.
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APPENDIX No. 4 X.

TRANSLATION of an Agreement given to Coptain Francis Jenkins, Agent to the
Governor General Nortk FEast Frontier, in the year 183+, by Chand Manick, on the part of
Bur Manick, Itajah and Heir Presumptive to the Raj of Khyrim.

I, Chand Manick, hereby enter into the following agreement on behalf of Bur Manick,
Rajab of Moleem Poonjee. : ‘

‘Whereas a fine of 5,000 Sicca Rupees, imposed on my maternal unecle, Bur Manick Rajah,
has not yet been paid, I being his nephew and heir presumptive to the Raj of the said
Moleem Poonjee and its dependencics, hereby promise, of my own accord, to pay 1,000 Rupees
of the aforesaid fine to Captain Townshend at Cherra Poonjee within ten days ; and for the
remaining 4,000 Rupees, 1 agree to construct a good road, durable aud fit for the passage of
horses from Moleem to Cherra Poonjee and also to Myrung, on the understanding that it is
to be made by Governmont workmen in the bad and difficult places. On the coampletion of
this road I shall inform you of the same, when a person is to be deputed to examine it, and if
it be approved of, a roceipt will be giveu me for the above-mentioned sum of 4,000 Rupees.

To which effect 1 bave executed this agreement on this 28th day of March 1834, corres-
ponding with the 16th of Choitro 1240, B. 8.

(True translation)
(Signed) . K. HUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commussioner,
dt Cherra Poonjee.

(True copy)
) S. BIRD,
Head Assistant.
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APPENDIX No. 5.

PROPOSED SCALE of Estublishments for the district of the Cossyuh and
Jynteuh Hills.

|
Co/s Rs. As, P.{Co.’s Rs. As. 1.
Principal Assistant Commissioner in charge of Distriet ... .. ..., 700 0 0
Kurppean Medical Officer in charge of Civil Station and Juil .. .. 0 0 o
e e 850 v 0
OFFIcE ESTABLISHMENT.
-
1 Sherishtadar for all Departinents .. v oo o0 o0 o ... 6 0 0
1 Peshkar ditte ditto g ser ot ver e e ees 30 00
1 Mohaliz ditto  ditto vee e e e e e e 30 0 0|
1 Asst, Mohafizditto ditto Beaee e eer e een e . 15 0 0
1 Treasurer ditto ditto e aee e e ee e e 40 0 0
1 Potdar difto ditto n eer e e e e e e 10 0 0
1 Nazir ditto ditto e hee e eee e e eaeal 20 O 0
1 Swoeper ditto  ditto o ee ee ea ee s es e 5. 0 0
_ - — 210 0 0
Fovzparny DEPARTMENT. A
1 English Clerk  vv oov cor et e e eee s e e e 25 0 0
1 Bengali Mohurir v ser e vee e s e e v e 5 0 0!
1 ditto 10 0 0
1 Cossyah Interprefer... ... oo wee o e v el 12 0 0|
1 Dufterry for Native Otlice ... e e e e e e 5 0 0
2 Orderly Chuprassies, at 6 Rupees each ... o o oo 0 L 12 0 0
2 Burkundazes for guarding the Cutcherry, at 5 Rupees each ... ..., 10 0 0
—_———— 89 0 0
DEwANNY DEPARTMENT.
1 Bnglish Clerk ... oo v et ver e e e e 15 0 0
1 Bengali Mohurir .. oo .0 wi e e e e e 15 0 0
1 itto e T 10 0 0
1 Cossyah Interpreter... ... .. .. i w0 e el ol 8 0 0
1 Dufterry for Native Office ... v o (0 e oo on o oL 5 0 0
2 Ovderly Chuprassies, at 6 Rupees each ... ... .« . .. . 12 0 0
" 2 Burkundazes for guarding the Cutcherry, at 5 Rupees cach .. ..., 0 0
——— e 7 0 0
ReVENUE AND AGENCY DEPARTMENT.
1 English Clerk ... .. 0 v o0 wr i e e e 60 0 0
1 Dufterry for English Office ... . o v o oo e L 8 00
1 Bengali Mohurir w. oo o wn eh eh ee e e e eeen 20 0 0
1 ditto ver ee e me eee ees eee ae e e e 15 0 0
1 ditto T S S 10 0 0
1 Cossyah Interproter... .. o« o ae weeoae e Lo 15 0 0
1 Daufterry for Native Office oo woc oo cv v o e es 5 0 0
2 Orderly Chuprassies, at 6 Rupees each .. .. .. .. .. ... 12 0. 0
2 Burkundazes for gnarding the Cutcherry, at 5 Rupecs cach .. ... 100 0 0
. S—— 195 0 o
1 Putwarry and Jwnmah Novis ) Required only in the event - 25 0 0
1 Assistant Putwarry ... ... ¢ of Revenue Seftlements being ! 15 0 0
1 Native Dufterxy.. e ... ‘sanctioncd. S.. 5 0 0
i - : : . o - 45 0 0
' . . Morussit ESTABLISHMENT.
- 1 Sirdar for Staging Bungaldw at Moflong ... ... . 0 e eel 10 000
ST ditte ditto . Jeerung . s e v e e e 10 0 0
_ 1 Chowkoydar for Staging Bungalow at Oumloor & o e wer won 5 0 0
- ¢ District Dawk Runners, at 6 Rupees ench ... .o <1 0 oo o 10 0 0 A
© Carried over .o .o wami] o S 1459 0 0
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(Signed) C. K. IUDSON,

.
CoJs Rs. As. P,{Co.'s Rs. As. P,
Brought forward .., ... .. 1459 0 O
Porice EstaprisumeNrs.
Crnerra Pooxnyer Tiransam.
1 3rd Class Darogah .. . ov v vr tr eh e e e 650 0 0
1 Mohurir cee e e e e 12 0 0 ‘
0 Bm]\und‘ues, at (: Lompa.uy 8 Rupm‘s vuch ws  es  ees ves 36 0 0
1L Interpreter ... . v e e e e e eees 7 00
1 Cossyah Jemadar, 25 Sicoa Rnpt L TS 26 2 0
Ditto Havildar, 12 Sieca Rupees ... ..o oo vl e o e 12 8 7
2  Ditto Sepoys, at 7 Sicea Rnpv(-s each .o oo o0 L e 1410 0
8 Ditto l)nlto. at 7 Compuny’s Rupccs each... ... .. ..o 56 0 0
Lamp Oil and Stationery .. .. .. Ge e e ee ee s 6 0 0
220 4 7
Joowaig FarRres.
1 Mohuarir of Police... ... v ov e eer e e 25 0 0
1 Interpreter.. “. e 6 0 0
3 Butkuudazcv, At 6 (‘ompm) s Rupms each 18 v 0
5 Cossyah Sepoys, at 7 Company's Rupees e ach e e e e 35 0 0
Lawp Qil and Stationery . o o n e e b 3 0 0
_ 8T 0 0
NuxcsrLow FARREE,
1 Mohurir of Police... v ver eor e i we e e e 25 0 0
1 Interpreter... . e e sen s wes 6 0 0
3 Blllktllldd/c'«l, al 6 ("‘nmpm} B} T‘upbt‘s each ver  eae eer e 18 0 0
6 Cossyah Sepoys, at 7 Company’s Rupees cach T TR 3 0 0
Lamp Oil and Stationery oo oo s w weanae e e 300
87 0 0!
Jatr, ESTABLISHMENT. e 304 4 7
1 Jemadar incharge ... .o wr v an e e e e 12 0 0!
1 Duffadar and Mohurir ... o0 wv e e ee e eeen 8 0 0
1 Duffadar .. ... e e e 7 0 0
2 Convict Duffadars, at 1 (‘mnp 1n§, ’s Rnpeo ach LT 2 0 0
1 Native Doctor - vee ee e e e e e 15 0 0
1 Compounder ... v eee e e e 100 0 0
14 Burkundazes, at 5 (‘omp \ny s hupccs eaah 70 0 0,
- - ; 124 0 O
Rent of a House for a Cutcherry ... oo oh vl v eee o ol 40 0 0| 40 0 0
OO PR —
Total per Mensem e aeeaa ceen e : 2017 4 7
MEMORANDUM.
Cos Rs. As. P.
Monthly expence of proposed Civil Establichment ...... veeee. 2017 4 7
Ditto  ditto  present  ditto ditto caee L eaee.. 3,732 810
Proposed Increase ...... veeess 28411 9

Principal Assistant Commissioner, '

Princirat Asst. Cosvn's OrFIcE;
Curria PooNJER, ¢
The 38tk December 1857,
(True copy)

In charge of Cossyak and Jynteah Hills,

$. BIRD, 5
Head Assistant. . - -
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A PPENDIX. No. 7.

No. 49 or 1858.
F row
TIIOMAS DILLON, BEsquing, M. D., Se. Se., Adssistant Suiqgeon,
I Medical charge Cicil Duties §e., Cheria Poonjee,

WILLIAM JOSEPH ATLEN, Bsquirw, C. S,
Member of the Bourd of Revenue.
On Deputation to North Fast Frontier, §e. Se.

Dated Cherra Paonjee, 12th Awyust 18
Sin,

As [ am aware that yep are most anxious to become acquaiuted with the voquire-
ments of this district in every Department, with a view of muking such suzgetioms to
Government as you may deem most conducive fo the public good. I have the honor to subwit
g fow observations, with reference to the dewands which exist here, for a system, on a small
scale, of Medieal charities, and also to lay before you the triflusg expense which sueh would
entail upon Government, an expense wholly incommensurate with the benefits which would

result, by providing for the Medical wants of the sick poor. .

The question already mooted as to whether the Natives of these 10Hs would avail theme
gelves of Buropean Medieal aiil, cannot fairly be negatived without a teial heing institnted.
T myscl fully believe that they would by degrees not only avail thewsclves of it, bat also

highly value such.

It i3 said that the per centage mortality amongst the Khasiahs from epidemical discases
in their villages, is somcthing ineredible; but correct data we have no means of areiving at,
yot when we contemplate on their wretched abodes, the nature of their food, and the numer-
ous general influences which exist with them towards propazaling that class of dizeases, we
can, without fear of material error, form an idea of the enormous fatality attendant, more

ospecially at those periods when the choleraie poison is prevalent.

In anticipation of your approval or the sauction of Government to the establishment of

Re. A. P, Medical charities here, it woull be superflunus to enlarge upon the

Native Doctor 25 0 ? working of any system of dispensary velief, suffice it at present to
Irows Cooley... 50 0 ’ * . . T .
Bheestie y... 50 0 say, that an outlay of about forty Rupees per month would be sufti-
chte e 500 , . . . . . . R
Mehter N cient, as detailed per margin, to muintain the establishment requived for

a Dispensary here.

The Government have lLenevolently shown a strong desire to extend the Llessings of
vaceination th'roughnut the land, and are anxious to make a depdt herve for supplving fresh
]ymph to the districts of Sylhet, Cachar, Assam, and Mymensingh,  The Native inoculators are
most active opponents to that w xsh, and generally, T anderstand, visit the viliages of the Khasiah
vpeople when the digease of small pox is epidemical, and, of coursc, afford a pabulum to the
gpread of "ﬁmt disease. : :
- ‘ .

()f the great good conferred upon mankind by vaceination when judiciously and carefully
: cnrmed out the concurrent testimony of numbcr]ose Medical men goes to show ; but in esiablish-
ing vaceination here a3 in other’ placea ‘tho evils to be contended w:th are most dislearten-
(125 ‘the stupid apatby of the natives, their ignorant distrusb of mc(-matxon

_ing and lamentable,
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as a proph\'laotlc against swall pnx, and their wide-sapread prejudice in favor - f variolous
inoenlation, g prmhce which the Legisluiive at home hag justly bravded ns criminal, and I
trust the Rulers will, eve lang, be able to extend the blessings of the compulsory Vaccination
Act-—now in foree in Bogland, [reland and Seotland, as well as most Continental States-—to this
land. Tn sddition to the akove civil to be contended with, there is also the fact that the
oceurrence of small pox immediately after and apparently as a consequence of vaccination
has, in a number of eases, been experienced here, and has vastly added to the distrust which
the natives feel in the vaceine disease as a prophylactie.

The Jate Doctor Bedford, in a valuable paper of Lis, on the subjeet of vaccination, &e. &e.,
Las shown that invculation is attended with very small faiality in the plains of Bengak, and
other records of experienced Medieal observers prove that vaccination in the plains of Bengal
is a very mild disease, and from what 1 can learn of those two prophylactic measures prac-
tised upon the inhabitants of these Hills, T infer that the very reverse is the case, that inocu-
lation is too vielent a prophylactic, as it has proved ap honme, and that vaceination, when it
is successful, is a well-marked disease and ix o sullicient safc-guard against swall pox,

I have eutered thus into the subject to show that mwost probably vaceination in a Tl
country. is the sufest prophylactic remedy to adopt, and the fatality which has attended it
here has been in consequence of injudicious vaceination, for justance children and adults being
\'ut‘éini\t(:d when luboring under weakenivg ailments, which  rendered  their constitutions
more susceptible of injurious impressions. I the Government would be pleased to sanction
dispensary velief, the duties of vaccinator might he made over to the Native Doctor, (a saving
of ten Rupees per mouth being therchy effecied) who, being educated, would be able to
distinguish who were the proper subjects for vaccination, and afford aid in ease of any eon-
secutive illness occurring after the operation ; thus the establishment of o Dispensary would
assist the wishez of Governwent as regards vaecination,

In conclusion T earnestly beg, vou will take into consideration the advantages of having
a Cossyah Native Doctor attached {o the Civil Medical duties of this station, und recommend
that one be sent down to the Medieal College for edueation. A Cossyab in that eapacity wounld
be a great boon to the sick prisoners and to the people in general.

1 feel much obliged to you for permitting me officially to make the above observations,
and 1 trust it will not be supposed that they are hazarded hy any personal motive. It would
be a subject of much pleasure 1o me if T could induce the THIL people of this distriet to reap
the ndvantages which dispensary relict would aftord, and to cstablish a system which would
Lo the means of considerably improving their moral and physical condition, and with your
approval and recommendation, T have no doubt that Government will sanction the estab-
lishment of u charity so urgently called for by the interest of humanity.

I have the honor Lo be,
Sin,
Your most obedient Servant,

THOMAS DILLON, M. D., Asst. Surgeon,
M. R.C.8 E, M. R L. H.,
In Medical Charge of Civil Medical duties at Cherra 1o bﬂ;ee.
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APPENDIX sNo. 9.

CarraiN LISTER,
Commanding the Sylhel Light Infantry.

As Chand Manick has performed that part of his engagement he lately ninde
with us, in Hguidation «f his fine, which bound him to pay to us in money 1,000 Rupees, it
seems 1o me desirable to give back to him the country we took from Bur Manick, South of
the Bogha Pance. I cannot imagine that the couniry can be of any use to us, but no doubt
the restoration would be very acceptable to him, and it would give him tho means and the
will to fulfil the rest of his engagement, the construction of a road from Cherra to Moléem,
Re would find the greater interest in the work, as very nearly the whole road after this resto-
ration would pass through his own country, and he would be able to avail himself of the
services of the villages South of the above River.

2ad.  Should ym.n see no ohjection to this, I beg you will have the goodness to make
over the countyy to Lim, on condition as usual that we shall be at liberty to choose a spot any
where within the tract in question for a sanatarium, should this ever scem desirable, or placo
Military Departments anywhere we may consider it necessary to secure the peace of the
country.

3rd. 1 enclose, for your information a copy of the terms made by Bur Manick with
Mr. Scott, und on Celivering over the before-meutioned traet to Chand Manick, you will be
so good us to let him know that I shall be bappy to euter into arrangements to fulfil the
five articles of those conditions which promised to allow him some land neae the Haut at Sona-
poor, whenever you report that the roud before alluded to has been made to your satistaction.

I have, &e,,
(Signed) I JENKINS,
Agent to the Governor General.
Porrrican AceNt’s Orrice,
N. E. Fro~tien, GOWHATIEE ;
The \7th My 1854.
(True copy)
S. BIRD,
Head Assistant.
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APPENDIX No. 9 A.

EXTRACT of a Letter from Captain F. Jenkins, Agent to the Governos (eneral North FEnst
Frontier, to the address of C. E. Ticvclyun, Esq., Deputy Secrctary fo the Gocernment,
dated 15th October 1834,

'SIh.—In the Gth paragraph of Mr. Scoit’s letter of the 9th April 1830, that Gentleman
proposed to except from the lauds to be restored to Rajah Bur Manick, of Khyrim, Moo-
leem, and a traet of country E. and 8. of the Qmeyong River, which Mr, 8. considered a desirable
tract of ground to reserve for Cantonmments. This measuro was approved of by Government
in their letterof the 7th May folloXing. It. would appear from Mr. Scott’s letter that a pro-
mwise had been wade to the inhabitants to retain them under the Bengal Goverument, but
all the tract B and 8. of the Omeyong® is now almost totally deserted, it is mostly very barven
land, and was chiefly inhabited by Iron-smelters, who have probably removed from the ruin
of their trade by the free importation of British Leon. Mooleewn, which is North of the
Omeyong, had returned already to the jurisdiction of Bur Manick before my aveival. Voluntary
or how the Rajah reassumed coutrol over the village, I am not aware ; but I’ consider that
the inhabitants have no objeetion 1o the anthority exercised by the Rajah, and I would beg
to recommend that this village and the lands South of the River should be restored to the
Rajah.  This tract of waste is perfecily useless o us, and it may, I think, be beneficiul to place
it under the responsible charge of a powerful Chicf, and the behaviour of the Rajah and his
sons has been such as to merit, in my opinion, the favor this restoration will appear to hin.
The road from Cherra to Mooleem lies through this tract, and if in the possessim of the Ragah
he may be ablo to re-establish the villages along the route and keep the road in repair.  Cap-
tain Lisler joiny with me in opinion that the retention of the teact by us can be of no utility,
the Rajah being bound to allow us to establish posts in any pari of the country.

(True copy)
(Signed) C. XK. HUDSON,
Lrincipal Assistant Commissioner,

Iu charge of Cossyak and Jynftah Hills.

(True copy)
S. BLRD,

Head Assistant.

* Omecean or Boguh Panee. —(vigoed) ¢ K. H.

L
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EXTRACT from a Lelter from the Deputy Secrelary to Government in the Political DNepart-
ment, lo the address of the Agent to the Governor General, dated 30th October 18534,

Para. 2ad.—The Honorable the Viee-President in Couneil approves of your suggestion fo
depute Captain Licter for the purpose of effecting such a commautation of the fines now due §rom
several of the Cossyah Chiefs as may be suitable to their means, and to the degree of punish.
ment which has been already inflictad npon them, and you are authorized to issue the neces-
sary ipstruetions to Cuptain Lister with a view to the accomplishment of this objeet.

4¢k. 1lis honor in Council has no objection to the ‘measnre recommended by yvou in the
concluding paragraph of your leiter, of restoring to the Rajah of Khyrim, Moolecm aud the
tract of country East and South of the Oweyong River, reserved by Mr. Scott, provided
the inhabitants approve of {the transfer.  ‘This, however, is a point which deserves particular
attention; the more %o as Mr, Scott states in his letter, dated the 19th Apri) 1830, that the
reservation was soade in complinnee with a stipulation made with the inhabitants soon after
the place was becupied by our Troops, that in the event of their comiug in, they should not
be acain placed at the merey of their former Chiefy, but remain subjeet to Government under
the immediate orders of their Lungdeo and Village Couneil of Elders. If under the cireum-
stanees you stitl consider it desivable to act upon your proposition, it is desired that yon will
adopt such measures with a view o aseertain the wishes of the inhabitants of the tract in
question, whatever their number may be, as will Jeave no doubt as to the real state of fecling
with which the teansfer would be regarded by them, and report the resalt for the information
of Govermment, whea such further orders will be communicated to vou as the oceasion may
seem to require,

(True extraet)
(Signed) F. JENKINS,

Ageat {o the Governor General.

. (True copy)
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,
Lrincipal Assistant Commniissioner,
An charge of Cossyak and Jynteah Hills,

(True copy)
S. BIRD,
dlead Assistant.
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APPENDIX No. 10,

(Cory.)
(Signed) H. INGLIS.

(Signed)  MISHNEE  WAILADADAR,

' OOALN KTANA SOOMEN WAHADADAR,
., BUR SING WAHADADAR,
) OOKSAN  WAILADADAR.

Mz, TIARRY INGTIS.

Tue weitten agreement of Mishnee Wahadadar, Qoahin Khana Soomen Wabada-
dar, Bur Sing Wahadadar, and Ooksan Waba-ladar, residents ol Cheyla Poonjee, given to the
following purport.

,

Mr. Seott having demuanded from us a sum of Sicea Rupees 3,000 on aceount of a fine
to the Government, which we are anable to pay, we have received this sun of Sicea Rupcees
3,000 (Thiree Thousand Sicea Bupees) from yoir and voluntarily give you this agreemeut
to the effect that we have =old you the whele ¢f the Oranges that may be produced within
our jurisdiction of Cheyla Poonjeo for aperiod of fifteen years from 1238 B. 8,, to 1252 B. S,
and we ave to receive for the value of vur Oranges at the rate of 24 Rupees per Cossyah
100 from the Tst of Cartick to the 15th of Abgran 128% B. S, 2nd Fate, 2} Rupees per
Consyah 100 from the 16h to the 30th of Ahgran.  3rd Rate, 3 Rupees per Cosayah 109
from the Ist to the Loth of Pous. 444 Rate, 3] Rupees per Cossyah 1o0 from the 16th to
the 30th of Pous, O/h Kale, 35 Rupeces per Cossyah 150 from  the Ist to the 15th of
Maugh 6tk Rate, 33 Rupees per Cossyah 160 from the :6ih to the 30th of Mangh.
Tth Kate, + Rupecs per Cossyah 100 from the Ist of Falicon until the expiration of the Orango

seagon,

Whenever this Gentleman may make any demand on o, the Cossyah Agents on our
part will gather the Oranges trom the trees in the Orangeries and bring them to the Gentle-
man's Sudder Bazar Ghaut, where they will be delivered  to his Gomashta, and a receipt
tuken for them, and we ulso avreg that the Ageutrs shall receive the price of the Oranges {rom
this Gentleman’s firm and ,-:;r:'n.ut‘reveipts for the same.

We promise to sell our Oranges only to this Gentleman’s firm during the period stafed,
and not to dispose of them to any other Traders, Speculators, Merchants, or 1 ndividuals,
“nor will any of the Cossyahs belonging to our jurisdiction of Cheyla Pooujee sell thein.

‘Wo have sold to this Gentleman, without reserve, as many Oranges as 'mny be produced
annually within the period mentioned for tho aforesaid sum, and we are also to receiva
the price of the Orangey every year at the rates above specified, and if weo fuil to givo
this Gentleman the Oranges when he requires us to do so, we will wake good the losses in
‘his Trade, and it any thing perchance befab this Gentleman, which wmay Providence for-
bid, we will maintain this cowmpact and transact business with any beirs he mnay leave, and
if any thing should ﬁappeu to us, which may Providence also avert, our heirs will uphold
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the terms of this agreemeut and carry on transactions with this Gentleman’s firm, and if
any of us shouid not be retained in our Wahadadarships, such of us as continue in Office,
and those on whom the Offices may be conferred, will carry on this Gentleman’s business.

_If any dispntes should occur during the above stated period regarding this trafic in
Oranges by which the Gentleman may sustain any losses, we will submit to the legal orders
of the Fouzdarry Court of Zillah Sylhet, snd muake reparation for them, and we four
Wahadadars are to reccive annually from the Gentleman, during this stated peviod, our
Dustooree at the rate of 10 Puns of Cowries * per Cossyah 100.

We have personally received the full amonut’ in ecash of (he above-mentioned s'l;m,
and each Cossyah 100 is equal to 8,000 (Threo Thousand) Oranges according to Bengalee

reckoning.

If this Gentleman should wish to purchase Oranges from us after the expiration of
this period, we jromise to sell them to him and not to dispose of them to any other party.

To which effect we have exceuted this agreement on this §th day of Falgoon, 1236 B. 8.,

156th Iebruary 1830,

Witnesses. TFitnesses.
<
Soobit Narain Kor, resident of Pergunnah Mohesram Deb, resident of Pergunnah
Ponchok Nondo Khollah.

Dacca Duckin.
Sheik Berrai, resident of Pergunnah

Muhomed Ausor, resident of Pergunnah
Dacea Duckin, now at Pergunnah Mah- Borakheeah, Mouzah Mockeer Goug.

ram, Mouzah Noahgoung.

(True translation of the Bengalee Deed)
(Signed) C. K. IIUDMSON,
Lrincipal Assistant Commissioner,

In charge of Cossyah and Jynteoh 1lills.
(True copy)
S. BIRD,

Fead Assistant.

* Faual to two Annas. —(Signed) C. K. Hupsox,
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Acknowledged before me this day in open Court by Burdoloie, Wakadadar of Cheyla Pooujer,

as hes voluntary act and deed. .
Registered at § past 4 ». 3., this 19th day of Septembor 1857, at Cherra Poonjec.
’ (Signed) €. K. HUDSON,
Principal dssistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee.
Seal. ) * (Signed)  BURDOLOIE WAITADADAR.

(True copy) .
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,
Prineipal Assistant Commissioner at Cherra Poonjee.
Llegistered No. 11 of 1857,
To

Mgr. HARRY INGLIS, or CITERRA POONJEE.

Thwts bond is indited by Burdoloie, Wahadadar of the Clicyla Poonjee Territory,
to the following purport.

The whole of the Orange (ardens pertaining to tho Territory of myself and tho other
Wahadadars having been under leass to your firm for a loug period, and as yoa have held
possession of them and earvied on a trade in Ovanges by virtue of that lease, agreeably to which
T and the other Wahadadars have anunally received rent from your turm, calealated at the rvate of
four Annas per 100 Oranges aceording t Cossyah reckoning, and it is shown from the acconnts
of this rent, bearing my seal and signature, and compared and closed up to the 16th of May
1857, that you have to reccive and [ have to pay you for my own share a sum of 767 Rupees ;
snd also by another aceount, dated the 8th of June of that. year, and eompared and closed
with my scal, that T have to pay, and you have to receive o sum ol Rupees 603-15-5, making
up an aggregate amount of Ropees 1,370-15-5 due by me on these two accounts 3 and as T am
now wuable to liquidate this debt in eash, and require a further loan of money, I have at my own
request reeeived 250 Rupees in cash from your fiem, making up, together with the balanco
of Rapees 1,870-15-5 due on tho former two accounts, a total of Company’s Rupees 1,620-15-5
(Company’s Rapees Sixteen hun ired and Twenty, Fitteen Annas, and Five Pie,) for which sum
I hereby write this bond, stating that I promise to repay the whaole of this oviginal stun within
one year, with interest theveon, caleulated at tho rate of two Rupees per cent per mensem
up to dute, and to reclaim the bond, and in the event of my not beinz able to liquidate the
whole amognt ab once, such sums as I repny from time to time will be entercd by me on tho
back of the bond, and any other receipts and acknowledgments T may produce will not be
admissible, and the lease, wunder which yon hold possossion, as stated above, of the whole of
the Orauge Guardeus pertaining to the Territery of myself and tho other Wahadadars, will
continue in force in tlw same manner, evea after tho espiration of its term, until the amount
of this bond shall have besn paid, and I and my successors shall not be ablo to raise any
‘objectious to this, and if we should do sq they are not to be attonded to. To which end I

q .
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have executed this deed. - Dated the 19th of September 1857, A. D., corresponding with tho

4th of Assin £264, B. 5.

Written by

\\ .
\
Seal. ‘) RAMSUNKER DUTT,
General Mooktiar.

Berows Mn. C. W. HUDSON, Principal Assistant Commissioner,

Burdoloie Wahadadar having appeared in person and presented this decd, seknowledging
the terms spreified therein, it has been registered at § past 4 p. . on this 19th of Sep-

tember 1857, corresponding with the 4th of Assin 1264, B, S.

Witnessed by
Gour Kissore Deb, General Mooktiar, now residing at Cherra P onjec.

{Signed)
’ Nittanund Dlur, now residing at. Cherra Poonjee,
’ Berrsjohn Doloie, residing at Cherra Poonjee,
" Dewan of Moosmai.

(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commissioncr,
(True translation) ’
(Signed) C. K. HUDSON,
Principal Assistant Commissioner,
In charge of “lvssyah and Jynteal Ilills.

(True copy)
5. BIRD,

Hreod Assistant.

JOHN GRAY, " BUNGAL MURKALL " PRESS,


















