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BROWNING: STRAFFORD
Act V, Scene 2, Lines 268 to end
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BROWNING: STRAFFORD
Act V, Scene a, Lines 268 to end

Pym. Have I done well ? Speak, England ! Whose

sole sake

I still have laboured for, with disregard

To my own heart,—for whom my youth was made

Barren, my manhood waste, to offer up

Her sacrifice—this friend, this Wentworth here— 5

Who walked in youth with me, loved me, it may be,

And whom, for his forsaking England's cause,

I hunted by all means (trusting that she

Would sanctify all means) even to the block

Which waits for him. And, saying this, I feel 10

No bitterer pang than first I felt, the hour

I swore that Wentworth might leave us, but I

Would never leave him : I do leave him now.

I render up my charge (be witness, God
!)

To England who imposed it. I have done 15

Her bidding—poorly, wrongly,—it may be,

With ill effects—for I am weak, a man

:



II.
rAp' ev tccS' k^errpa^a ; <Ppd£e /tot, ttoXl'

irdXcu yap rjSr] arjv ydpiv povrjs ttovovs

i]dXr]aa ndvras, rovpbv &v r\pa Keap

ttolvt kv ivapkpycp Oipevos. ov ttjv arjv \dpiv

T]$i)v re yvpvtjv ^appovcov KaKprjv filov 5

r\yayov tprjpov, Ovp.' oncos noXtcos vnep

tovtov TrpoQvcraip '; ovnep ovra pev vkov

^vvrj^ov ei\ov (/ca0iX??cr' fcrooy epi),

dXX'—vartpov yap ttjv ttoXiv npoSovs '4\€i—
dnavra klvco -nirpov e/y rbv vvv icaAoSy 10

virtpKpzpao-QkvT eKKVVTjyercov popov

SiKaia yap TrdvO' dv itoXis rd^rj nouv.

kov peTgov aAyoy rd8e Xiyovra vvv p.' e^et

rj 'p et'x' tTTtt T& npcoTa Oeovs Indopoaa,

koLv ovtos r]pa$ drroXiTTr} nor', dXX' opa>$ 15

ov prj avrbs ovtoos avrbv aTroXttyeiv ttotc

vvv 8' dirkXiTTOv vlv, \d>8e 7rapa8i8a>pi aoi

<iy, Zev? gvvicrToo, 'pot 'irira^a's, a> ttoXi.

ttu>s ov rd ad 'ginpagd y evreraXpeva,

(pXavpoos p\v eKSiKco? re Svcnrorpcos 8' kpoi 20

(povov yap dvOpconaov ecrr/ poi adivo?);



Still, I have done my best, my human best,

Not faltering for a moment. It is done.

And this said, if I say . . . yes, I will say 20

I never loved but one man—David not

More Jonathan ! Even thus I love him now :

And look for my chief portion in that world

Where great hearts led astray are turned again,

—

(Soon it may be, and, certes, will be soon : 25

My mission over, I shall not live long,)

—

Ay, here I know I talk—I dare and must,

Of England, and her great reward, as all

I look for there : but in my inmost heart,

Believe, I think of stealing quite away 3°

To walk once more with Wentworth—my youth's

friend

Purged from all error, gloriously renewed,

And Eliot shall not blame us. Then indeed . . .

This is no meeting, Wentworth ! Tears increase

Too hot. A thin mist—is it blood ?—enwraps 35

The face I loved once. Then, the meeting be

!

Straf. I have loved England too ; we '11 meet then,

Pym.

As well die now. Youth is the only time

To think and to decide on a great course

:
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it «> ?/ J? r > v >v/i v
ocroi> o cnoy r 77^ 7raj/r aptor , avVpooTros gov,

enpa^' olokvoos kvTperTOjxzvos ovnoTt.

Kal vvv nkirpaKTai' Toiyapovv a Set Xeyetv

Xiyoifi' av' ov yap ttgottot rjpdadt]v twos 25

aXXov, /jtevco oe rot;o epa)*/ er efxnedoos,

coy ou<5' yl^tAXet'y ro£» Uarpo/cAeoi/y irXiov.

£f}Xov 8' eKeidev TrpooSoKco TTpo<f>epraTOV,

ov 7rpoy to acocppov, et ti? evyevrjs yeycoy

i]fj.apT€y, avOts crvv 6eo?s vttocttpefet' 30

a o?) ra)( earat y ovde vvv airecrv e/cay,

rovpyov yap avvcras ov jxaKpav fiieocrofjiai.

Kal vvv fiev, oiSa, rrjvS' ifjtfjv Sokco rroXtv

dvSpcov t iiraivov d£ia>v—Kal yap fj.e Set—
&)9 ovra irdvO' gov (3ovXo/j.at KaKet Tvyelv' 35

ev 8' to~6' dXrjOws kXTTis karri [lot Xddpa

crTei\etv afyepirovT ai/Ots av tovtov fiira

tov npocrO' eratpov, tot€ KadapBevro? KaAcoy

KaKcov dnavTcov yj&cnrep evpovro? (pvatv

KXetvrjv vecopr) t' ovSe vgo yjre£et Mevcov. 40

KaKeT \iev, co <f>'tX' , oXftos av yevotTO vcov,

dfxiXia 8' ov\ ijSe, SaKpvoov ewel

Oepfxat poal o-rdgovcri' Kal Xenrbv vi(po$

— dp' aifiarripov ;

—

tt/v ifjtol ajiXrjv ttotc

oy\nv aTeyd£et. Tore 5' dfJuXtfaat/xt croi. 45

X Kayou 'qjiXrjaa tt\v ttoXlv' Kacrrat Tore,

tot, co (piX\ fjfiiv evfxevrj? dfitXta.

vvv 8' ovk dpicrTOv Odvaros ; coy veo? ftev gov

fxovov Tts cuoy t ecrn (f>povTt(oov jieya
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Manhood with action follows ; but 't is dreary, 40

To have to alter our whole life in age

—

The time past, the strength gone ! As well die now.

When we meet, Pym, I'd be set right—not now

!

Best die. Then if there's any fault, fault too

Dies, smothered up. Poor grey old little Laud 45

May dream his dream out, of a perfect Church,

In some blind corner. And there 's no one left.

I trust the King now wholly to you, Pym

!

And yet, I know not : I shall not be there

:

Friends fail—if he have any. And he's weak, 50

And loves the Queen, and . . . Oh, my fate is nothing

—

Nothing ! But not that awful head—not that

!

Pym. If England shall declare such will to me . . .

Straf. Pym, you help England ! I, that am to die,

What I must see ! 't is here—all here ! My God, 55

Let me but gasp out, in one word of fire,

How thou wilt plague him, satiating hell

!

What ? England that you help, become through you

A green and putrefying charnel, left

Our children . . . some of us have children, Pym— 60



7r\eKeii> tl fiovXevp!' elra 8' d>v dvrjp reXe?. 50

aXX' fori Xvypbv ovtl yr)paiS> £br)v

fj.€Ta<TTpa(pf}i>ai nda-au, r\ T lo-\v9 ot€

X<w Kaipbs dvSpl cppovSos' cocrre vvv 8ok€?

to Oavdv dpLcrrov e/ze 8\ TraLSevois tot dv,

OTOLv gvvavTT]crd)fj.e6', aXX' ovtt(o, 0iXe. 55

dirocpOivtLv 8' dpiGTOV d yap ecrTi tl

djidpTtov, Kal tovt diroqbOLveL irviykv.

vvv ovv %o(j)io~Tr)V ttoXlov ovt kdaojiev

noXem oveipois, el yivoiTO Tts 7rore

iraaroov dpicrTrj, jxovvov kv p.v\w tlvl 60

Tv<p\a> gvvdvai. XeiireTCu 8' ov8' eh (j)vXag.

o~ol 8' ovv irkiroiBa tov ye /3aovXea, 0iXe,

navTij (pvXdao-eiV aXX' o/xcos ovk olS' kyd>,

ov yap Tcapko-op\ac Kal (f>iXoL XdirovaL viv,

d Srj <pi\ovs dp' el)(€' K^ri OrjXvvov^, 65

kpd T€ Trj? yvvaiKOS, dXXa t dadevd.

dXX' ovSev ko-TLV r/5' ep.rj Svcnrpagia'

Kttvov 8\ cre/jLvbv \ir\ tl (mol irdayj) xdpa.

II. r\v (Xol 7roXis Kal tovto Trpoo-Tagr) rrodv—
X ttoXlv fikv ovv o~v' tov davovfxevov 8' kfih 70

Xprj 8va$eaTa irpoafiXkiTeiv coy kvOdSe

Ta ndvTa 8dfj.aT. dde yap pi-rrTOLp.' eVoy

tv dypiov tl—tovS' onus Xoo(3dop.evoL

o-kXtjp' 6p.fiaT (KirXijcrovcrL nXovTCovos deoi.

aXX' d yap avavOdaa -rrpoppigos -ttoXl?, 75

fjnep TrpoaapKds Srjdev, ap/ceaecoy X^PLV

rfjs o-fjs o-airdr\—iraTpLov 8d>pov tckvols'
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Some who, without that, still must ever wear

A darkened brow, an over-serious look,

And never properly be young ! No word ?

What if I curse you? Send a strong curse forth

Clothed from my heart, lapped round with horror

till 65

She's fit with her white face to walk the world

Scaring kind natures from your cause and you

—

Then to sit down with you at the board-head,

The gathering for prayer . . . O speak, but speak

!

. . . Creep up, and quietly follow each one home, 70

You, you, you, be a nestling care for each

To sleep with,—hardly moaning in his dreams,

She gnaws so quietly,—till, lo he starts,

Gets off with half a heart eaten away

!

Oh, shall you 'scape with less if she 's my child ? 75

You will not say a word—to me—to Him ?

Pym. If.England shall declare such will to me . . .

Straf. No, not for England now, not for Heaven

now,

—

See, Pym, for my sake, mine who kneel to you !

There, I will thank you for the death, my friend ! 80

This is the meeting : let me love you well !

Pym. England,—I am thine own ! Dost thou exact

That service ? I obey thee to the end.

Straf. O God, I shall die first ! I shall die first

!



II

tois p.ev yap rjpoov eort reKva, kccl rivas

reKvoav y dpoipovs 8e? gwcocppvcop-ivovs

ovtcos del npoaconov dyeXacrrov <popeTv, 80

kou p-qnoQ' rjfiav.—ov8e npocrcpccvet p.' en;—
77-00? rjv dpd? aoi Seipiacnv T rj(r6r]p.eva9

dfels dpcopai Kaprepds T e£ rfnaros.

&<tt ofifia<TLV XevKoicn nepinXavcopevas

(pofteiv Svvaadai, <rov re Kal rS>v ow <piXov<i 85

anorpineW, KavravO' opLLXrjcrovcri aoi

gvvSairopes re Kanl rah ev\ai? 6p.ov—
(pOeygai TV Sevp' dOpr/o-ov.—epnovaai 0' dpa

gevoiai nacriv oiKaS' eyfrovrai XdOpa,

Kal £vyKa6ev8r}o-ov(riv— evvfjrai niKpoi. 90

Kav <pd<yp.a<jiv p.ev (ax5e p.aX6aKa>s dpal

8dy\rovcnv) oi>8' dv rjavx^S p.v^eie Tty.

dXX' egavao-rds, eh' epivvaiv Xddpa,

rd anXdyxv ecpevpcov rip.i(3p<0T' oixW€Ta <-

rj 70)1/(5' epivvs r) '£ ep.ov yevvcofievrj 95

Spdaei a' eXdaaco; na>$ yap;—dXXd p.r\T epe

Xoyov npoaeinelv p.r\re tovs deovs OeXeis;

II. dXX' fjv nepaiveiv ram enio-Kri^V rroXis—
2. p.rj vvv crv noXeas p.r]8e tS>v 6eS>v x <*PLV '

ep.rjv 8e p.aXXov, 09 (re yovacri npoanirvw. 100

dXX' eto-op-al aoi rovSe tov daveiv X^P LV -

vvv p.r}V opiXeiv, vvv 8e o~ov p.' epav ea.

II. noXis, o-oy elpi' <dv dnairr\(j^<5 o~v ye,

Kal tovto 8pdo-a> Sid TeXovs vnr/percov.

5". a> Oeoi, Odvoipi nplv reXecrdrjvai rd8e. 105

• -W « /
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