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LEF LOC # 245 . /

The outline of'my‘peraonnilhiatcry and my present post
are as follows: |
Graduated from the Arts Facuity of the Tokyo Imperilal
University. (Majored in indian Philosophy) (March 1921)
Studied Jananese Buddhism in the post-gradunte couree of the
Tokyo Impericl Ualiversity (From April 1921 to March 1924) ﬂ
Residing muinly in England, carried out research on Buddhism ;
in European countries and hAmerilca (From March 1924 to April 4
1926 ) . | |
Leectured on the History of Japanese Buddhism in the Tokyo .
Imperial University, the Tohoku Imperial’University, the
Kyushu Imperial University,the Tokyo Literature and -
Science College, the Toyo- University,the Kokugak&in Jollege,
and the Nippen University etc. (From hpril 1926 to 1946)

Was granted an Imperial reward by the Imperial Academy for my

study of "HOKKE GISO"
(T.N., An Commentary on the HOKKE scriptures) written by Crown
Prince SHOTOKU. (May 1935)

Received o Doctorate degree in the Tokyo Imperial Universilty

(April 188&3)

Deliver o Buddhist sermon to the Janﬂnose War Criminnl suspects
four times a week in SUGAMO Frison.
(ns a prison chaplain. From Feburary 1646 up'to present)

Present post

nasistont Prosssor of the Tokyo Imperial Fniversity.
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1)

Buddhism 1s the religion which was propagated by the edict
of the 35rd Emperor SUIKO in the second year of his reign

(.1eDs 594) and was followed by the successive Emperors as
well as the majority of the Japanese people for about 1,300
years until the latter part.of the 12l1st Emperor KOMEI's
reign (A.D. 1866). As many as a half of the Emperors who
assended the throne during.this perlod abdicated to enter
the Buddhist priesthood znd left there homes, nursuing in
solitude and quiset the way to become a Buddha (T.N. cf,
two classes of Buddhistiec falth explained, later) There
were, therefore, not a few Emperors, Emperessiﬂowagers,

Crown Princes, Princes; and Princesses who, followlng those

Emperors, left thelr homes and bccame priests or priestesse:

This custom naturally prevailed among the nobility, the

military class, and the common people, Uonsequently, promi:

Buddhist priests apweared from among them. Japanese Buddhi.

has thus always served to promote the progress of Japan as :

cultured nation aiming at peace. The result is that even
now Sthere remain many Buddhist temples and works of Bud-

dhist art not only in Kyoto and Mara, but also all over

the country, and also that Buddhist costoms are now deeply
rooted in many phases of the dally life of the nation. In

the year of the Melji Restoration (L.D. 1867,) moved by the
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. -8pirit-of restoring Japan to the state'of the ancient times

when Enperor JIMMU relgnsd before the introduction of Bud-
dhism (A<D, 552), Budchist services or ceromonies which ha
been held for a long tinme ia the Imperial House were abolish
and those princes who nad been in priesthood returned to se
life. Thus the Buddhist formallties which had been maint
for 1,300 years in the Imperianl House wore replaced by thosc
of Shinto. The above mentioned fact 1is clearly proved by th
Fact that we can not, until the relgn of Emperor KOMEI, find
any plctures of the successive Emperors in arms, but only in
Buddhist priest garb or Scholars dress. Although eighty ye
hauve celapsed since Buddhism disappeared from the Imperial
Hiouse in the early years of MEIJI, a greater part of the
people still remain Buddhists just s their ancestors were,
The doctrines of Buddhism which have developed in Japaﬁ have
not always benn similar for 1,400 Yyears. Varlous kinds of
doctrines have keen preached in accordance with the feature
of an age and the individuality of the preacher. Today, the
are divided into thirteen sects, which have many more pranch
But they ere, ofter all, reduccd to two mmtnﬂclasses: one 1
aWay to bring the actual self to perfection as a human bein
and become a Buddha or uh enlightened one " (writers note,
Buddha, the enlightened one) and the other 1is the "Way to

reflect on one's present sins and to ask AmitZ Buddha
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(The writers note. Tho enlightenced one who accomnlished the i

|

immesurable life and wisdow ) for salvation". > ’

 faith, Japunesce Buddhism makes no distinction botween the wis

U._ie, l"a

The former is cclled "The way of a scint" or "the doctrine ‘3&
:

of salvation by works," The lattor, "Phe way of the common

people" or"the Buddhistic doctrine of salvation by faith'. }
It goes without saying that olthor of theso two maln doctrine
not only oim at self-completion, but also at moking all other

perfect nt the same time, As for those to be led into the T -

and stupid, the rich and poor, and the mole and female, not |

to speak of racc and notionality. ‘It makes it a goal to cave
nll eroaturcs equally, Boing unrestricted by time and space.
However, it might be natural that Japanese Buddhism teaches
the multitude, by painting to the "Helght of Truth", to
practise justlce and to tread the path of humenity for elev
ing and developing the culture of the State s & spontancous
manifostation of gratitudc for the land and the State ﬁ%re tk
born.

T believe that Shintoism 1s not o religion. It 1is because ©
1s unoble to bolieve in rcligions of different nature at the :
same time. It must have been impossible to worship Shintolsn
which have been followed for 1,500 years by the whole natlon
as well as the successive Emperors. Today, every Buddhist
fomily in Japan has somidana (T.N. a miniature of a shrine) in
its house and worships 1t day and night. Those devout Bud-
dhists who visit temples worship ot Shinto shrines as UJIGA}
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contradiction, From those foets it can bo sﬁid that Shintci:
is not a religion; but an object or a place of a kind of rit
for nﬁcestor-worship.

4) In Japan, sincc the Constitution wvas promuigatod by the Em-
peror MEIJI, froedom of faith. ns CvVery one knows, had beon
admitted nand generalls put into cffoct. sccerdingly, to belj
in Buddhism, Ghristiunity or Shihu Shinto kTaN- Shintoism of
vurioug sects) as a reilgion has boon left to the option of
individuals of the nation, while Shintoism has beon followed

by the whole nation as somoething different from a religion.

5) In some ovorseas areas vhope a great many Japanese had

lmmigrated, thero weru Shinto Shrines erccted by them, I am
told, but cven in this case, as + mentioncd before, they wer
crected not as what we call a religion, but for the worship 1

thosc Japancse immigrants of their ancostors.
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December «th, 1946.

At the International Military Triubunal

/S/ H.Y'Mi, Nobukatsu (seal)

I certify that the above mentioncd person took an oath

in my presence and affixed his, signaturc and his seal.

Witness: /S/ Seiichiro Ono(Sea
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TRANSLATION CERTIFICATE |
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I William E., Clarke, of the Defenso hanguage'Branch, hereby b
cortify that the forcegoing translation described in the adibtache. fﬁ
cortificate 1s, to the best of my knowlege and belief, a correct ?;_

translation and is as near ns possible to the meaning of the | 7

original document.

/S/ William E. Clarke

Tokyo, Japan : .

Date 23 Jnn 1947 : . rg{

(Lffidavit of HANAY.M., Wobukatsu)
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