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INFORMAL STATEMENT OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER, ADMIRAL KICHISABURO
NCMURA MATE TO THE PRESS WHILE EN R.UTE TO KWANSAI.

Uctober 21, 1939.

l. The 3ettlementFﬁf the Chin;rAffair.
lhe settlement ﬁf the China Affair will, as has been made public by the
Government, be achieved through extending assistance to the new central govern-
ment of China which will shortly be formed and H%lping its healthy growth in

accordance with the ﬁﬁaic policy decided upon by the Liovern::i?nt. I hope that

the

i nothing will be left undone for the purpose in the li ght oq\?ctual situation in

China and the general situation. The Japanese Uovernment hope for the orgeanization
of the naf+&entral government as early as possible, but it s their streng expect-
=

ation thaEAga;ernment should be powerful encuéh{?‘enjoy confidence of the entire
Chinese people.

It is true that Japan's efforts to settle the “hine/Affair have been obstruct-
ed by some of the third Powers which directy or indirectly have extended assistance
to the Chiang Kai-shek regime. However, some pecple seem to think that the settle-
ment of the Chi%é Affair is in sight now that it has become impossible for pro-
Chiang Powers to extend their influence to the Far East as a result of the outbreak
of the European War. The ma%tor is not so simple as that since thgreal burpose
of the:settlement of the Chin%Affair 1s tc establish a new order in East Asia.

‘his is the:reason both the Japanese Government and the people are called upon to

redouble their efforts.

In the first place, the new order whioh we want to realize is by no means
SO narrow and exclusive as suspected bfpﬁgiré Powers, but it is an order of such
& form and content as will enable East Asia as such to contribute most effectively
toward the peace and progress of the world. In the second place, the national

determination of Japan in establishing such a new order is not so weak as to be
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shake \by an interference of third Powers; ours 1is an iron will. The key to

,the ad justment of our relations with third Powers lies in real understanding

inronesell in the other man's position.

-

on their Pert of thele two peinte. It is necessary for us, therefore, to
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endeavour to meke other Pewere fully understand them.

ambarkad, a8 l have salc, upon the great task of constructing & new oroer
_ 2 Relations ﬁlth Great Britain and France.
3 L2818, N '1Lupe.‘1v tu}Cﬁ that Amerias will correctiy MG ErsLin

The key to the adjustment of relations of Great Britain and France uith
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our eountry ;ies in their full uqderlteneing of th ignificance of the new
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orge; in_Eaet Asia and their co-eperation for what Jepnn intends to reelize.
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;1though the ﬁngle@Jepenese centereetione on the queetiene of ¢ he Tientein

iana vuvnlereoences, 7 The preventicn of tne conilagrstiop Irom spreadng tG
eonceelion are s;ill being euependee, Japan's views regerding those questions
: Amaricsn coavinents.
have, elreedy been thereughly cenveyec to the British. Aceerdlngly any future
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develepﬂfnte depend upon the degree er underetanding they may dieplay teward us.
I K : FRrC ITreh anroAqing to =8t aASib. L sUnpose Tnis "1 n of Jan
As regerds the Kulengsu issue, it was emleahly settded, as anneunced in
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the presl of the 18th instant, througﬁ the egreement reeohed between the
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cenceesien tuxherlties and the Japanese Consul General at Amoy. It ia to be
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cengrntuleted thet, )y tireue of this® eettlement, the general situation in

the Fy'district hee beceme normnl and that arrengementa have been completed
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to prevent thtt dietriet frem.becominq & hotbed of enti-Jepeneee terrerlem.
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., Relatione Iith the United Stetes.

L: .'-'- ;-w > '. T :"- \ "k—‘ a .I-. - - l Ill 2 _r‘ . | . 1 b \ -.F."_ 'I- 1 |""',.,:‘I| - - ¥ =

_ Ipamhaseador Grev hne returned--l want to heer from h,m.pereenelly regerding
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the attitueee of the Lmerienn Government and privete circles, and discuss
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frankly with him.en the develeements that have taken plaee in East Aeie during
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his absence. I am glad that the Lmheeeader is to make it hie life werk for

iend uwna atner matiere heve nll been corried put o the spovt. J bpelieve
the promotion of Japanese-American friendship. But friendehip must be beeed
ormission ior the delimitation 01 BOURCAry Iegar ifng the homcnnhman &res wi 1)
_upon mutuel underetanding, and mutual understending begine, I helieve,'with
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looking et the actual situation squarely in the face and judging things by

Feelations xith Germsanv 8na ltalyv.
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putting oneself in the other man's position.

Form a broad standpoint and with an+irrevocable determination we have
embarked, as I have said, upon the great task of constnﬁbting & new order in
EFast Asia. It is urgently hoped that America will correctly gnderstﬁnd this
aim of ours,

Now being confronted by the unfortunate European War, America's chief
concern seems to lie, as indicated by the resclution recently adopted at the
Panama Conference, iq the preventicn of the conflagration . from spreading to
the American continents.

Japan in East A;ia feels the seme concern, and we are deing our best to
prevent the war from spreading to East Asia. I Suppose this position of Japan
is well appreciated by Akerica, and I believe Jepan and America should join
hands in Gataguarding the peace of the Pacific; each country endaavouring to
secure peace in fts own sphere.

4. The doviet Unicn.

My policy is to eliminate all vestiges of the tension that has once existed
between Japan and the Soviet Union and to firmly establish normal relations
between the two countries. For this purpose, it is imperative that the boundary
question and all other pending questions should be s;ttled in a satisfactory
manner. As regards the situation following the Nomonhan Truce Agréement, host-
ilities have been atopped,-and.tho:onchnnge of priscners and the bodies of the
dead and abher matters have all been carried out on the spot. I believe the
commission for the delimitatiaﬁ of boundary regarcing the Nomcnhan area will
soon be appointed.

9. Relations with Germany and Italy.

- Since the conclusion of the German-Soviet Nonaggression Pact there appears
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to have been, misunderstanding in certen quarters that the Anti-Comintern Pact

N
has been abrogated. It goes without saying that Japan will adhere unflinchingly
to her #nti-Comintern policy which constitutes the basis of her nationel policy.
The friendly relations between Japan and Germany as well as between Japan and
italy, based upon the Anti-Comintern agreement, have not been affected in any
way.
8. Relations with The South Seas.
With the countries in the South Seas Japan desires common prosperity and
pea ¢ <
wellbeing bBhrough economic co-operation. Our intention is, of course, EaeifiT,
However, since we are devoting all our encrgy to tne execution of our compaign
in Chine, we cen not afford to tolerate any Pro-Chiang Kai-shek actigities
on the part of the South Seas countries. At the same time in view of our great
need of ¥ raw material_séroducad in that region, we have serious concern in
seeing to it that channels of its auppﬁy are not obstructed.
7. The Europeen War. |
Owing to the advance of tﬁe Soviet Union to the Paltic and other events,
the European situation is growiﬁg more complex than ever. It is extremaly

difficult to hazard an opinion. But despite Mr. Hitler's desire for peace,

I am afraid it is goingto be a long war.
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