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I was takon prisoncr on 15 February 1942 at Sin_aporc and was confincd in
Changi.

In June 1942 I lofé Changi for Eorneo on tac "Ubi Maru® with "B Forco.
We discmbarked <t Sandaken and ramaincd in the camp thore until February 1945.

The food at Sandcakan was comparacively good until about Christmas 1943,
wvhen it becgan to detoriorates ¥or Curistmas dinncr, 1944, vhich as perhaps
our best mcal, e hod half en i & V tin of corn and rice with dricd fish mixed
wvith it and pork soup. 48 a rulec. o received boiled tapioca, a small tin of
x rice ané about thrce-quaricrs of an M & V tin of stow made out of grecons, and

| a small quantity of 'i:upl_ocu. +e uscd to receive a rice biscuit for broakfast
- iiiile for dinncar sic hel a mixture of watery rico. I was six stonc vhen I was
picked up, my weight ~hen I was capturcd toing about 9 stonc 6 1bs. The food

| at the camp vas not suificicnt to koep us in good hcalth and somc of the men
. dicd from starvation. At the end o werc receiving only 75 grams of rice per

| dﬂyl

Whilc at Sandalksn we wrerc vorking on tho szrodroie and also building a
few roads rounc thc camp and lcading to the aerodramej o vweroc also doing
gardening vork and wood--chopping. Tropical ulecers vere very troublosome
and men viore dying at the rate of soven a day from malaria,  Thacre vere no
mcdical supplics to trcat tho sick. Vhen I left Sandakan about 400 mon had
died and when the last party left about 700 had died of the 1900 originally in
the camp.

I was confincd in the cogo at Sandakan for 40 days and 40 nights, during
whicih time I i/as bashcd cvery day. I as not allowd to have a wash or a
shave all the time I ves imprisoncd and “/as séven days vithout foods, On »°
anothcr occasion I was locked up in the cage for 12 days for breaking avay
from th. acrodromc to get tapioca root; I wes cauvght caming back by the
Korcans. On tho occasion of my first imprisonmcnt, I had broken into thec
Q. M, storec for frnod far the sick. I had no clothes at all except a lap-lap.
Zach morning thosc in the cage were teken out and given vhat the Japanose

called P, T.-. Tals consisted of a severc bashiniz. Mon had to be carried
back into tiic cage ¢rvinmg: sanc collapsed but a bucket of vator was thrown
ovar tham te nrlivy tham to again: At the time I sjas in the cage, there vere )

17 others conf.iucd, ™o caxc 7as about ninc feot by 18 fect and we could not
all lay do/m “ogstner: hen we lay on our sides close together, four still
had to =it uvp

About five .ustralians werc scentenged to imprisonment in the cage for the
duration. Cspt. Cook requested that thesce men be glven this punishment and
I usecd to scec thom zomotimes throe or four times a day in the cage. They
had a blankct each as sorio of the prisoncrs verc dying and it vas fcolt that
all would suffer thc samc fate unlcess thoy were givon blankots. Thoe cege in
vhich the five werc imprisoncd vias about 20 feet long and 10 foct viide and
wvas situacted bosids the Japancse guardhousc. Altogether taore wrere threo
cagos at the camp and yas thoy werc only about {ive feet high thc prisoncrs
woere unabl: te stand uworight. Pto. Anncar, Fitc. Anderson and Sgt. Bancroft
were scentonced to be impyisoncd for the duration and those three dicd after
about threco months during 1344 Anncar and Anderson scrved morc timc in the
cagce than out of it; thoy srerc in for 20 days, during vhich timc I vas in
vith tham, then thoy wwere in for 4y days and subscquently thoy sore again in
ror about six woceks. They had scarccly comc out than they were put back »-——
for thc duration. Thoy had been accuscd of breaking into the Q. M., stord for

/fo0d
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K. Botterill (continucd). &

fooc to _ive to tac sick. They hed given food to Privete Bretts, viio would
h.ve dicd had it not beca for their asslstance; subsequently, he did die. de
a8 suffering at the tim. fram dysentery and malaria.

Somc of the prisoncrs who were bashdc wera in a very weak condition and
sicks The sicl men were actually beaten morc than tho others beeause toe
Japanesc hated tiem and considered tiom to be a nuisancc. l'on were bolted
w.th sticks and rifle butts; if thcy fell dosm on the grouna the: were kielred
by the Korcans, wio souctimcs used to kick thiom in the tosticlos. Ci1 occasions
ien were made to -t.nd to attention and thod thc lorcans brou_ht up their
Imecs into tacir testicles. If thoy collapsed wator was t:rowm over tham
until thoy came to agaein, wion tic bashing would continuc.

I know Frivaete Derlington cnd I was in camp at the time he wes beaten up.
He yas _iven part of the beating on the acrodramc and I actually saw this
mysclf; hc vwas elso beaten again at the cage. At this time men were being
beaten for nothing at all; if onc men stood up to wipe the sweat from his
forchead the guard would come over anc line us all up and hit us aeross the
vack vith lons thin cancs. Derlin;ton said that if ne was evor hit far nothing
he would hit bvack. On this occasion he vas hit for newain; and he pushed the
guard avay . Tac othur guards tuacn ell caule over end bezan te bash himg
they had him dowvm and contigued to kick and beat him.  He vas also made to
neel down witih lo.s behind his KNOCS. s

o o o FuUkashime used to foree sick men out to vork and sometimcs even arag
them fran their boés; he used to Lash dozens of' mcn cvery da, on the orking
parties., As a result oi ta. tredtment thosc men rcceceived, many dicle..

In Fcbruary 1945 we tzre given thrcee d.ys! notico to leeve Sandaan &t
tiic rate of 50 & day for Ranau. aAltogothor thero werc 350 Austrzlians and
120 in 1is2 and I was in tac thaiesd party., wen I left two partics had alrcady
gonc, The Jepanesc ho werc with us on tho mareh worc a licutcnant, a
scrgcant-major, a corporul, a lance-corporal and about 15 rrivates; wo srore
madc to carry their ammuniiion and rice as well as our oun clothes, blanket,
grouncshect and provisions, For tarce doys 40 of us naad only 8ix cucw.bers
bctwecn us but ~oncrally se hed a 1litule bit of rice walcl vas just sufficicnt
to kcep us aslive., Rin crospcd out fram tic march as tiol beccame too woesk
to carry on wad tioy verc lmmnccéiatcly siot, I saw fouwr mun shot viea Lioy
fell out and tiis wes donc by the Japancsc scrgeant-tajor, Cn onc occasion
an ..ustrallan sorgcant could not carry on anid fcll out, 1Cc scemdd to go Wil
his hcad and was .rabbing Sgte.=iiaj. Vlarin ton and bugging him to shoot him.
The Japancse officer elways tricd to save as mnany maen 48 e coula but as the
Sergeant vas sufforing from beri beri and ras too wecak to go any furthcr ho
askca tho Australian scrgoant-major to give hiu permission to shoot him.
Warrin_ton iwmrotc out an authori ty and then tac Jepancse hended him his
rovolver and told hiw to siocot the scrgecant, Tals lLarrington ¢iéd. fThis
incicent occurrcd at the 16 kilomotre begs Tac scrgeant wvas figating a2ll tho
timc and wont canplotely mad; he was paralyscd fram thc waist do.m. Ho wauld
not be carricd and fou it against those vvho werc trying to iclp him,

ZAN
i e wero about a wedk out of Ranau 7¢ erosscd o largze mountain and

wvailc e irere makin, tiic erossing tuo Australicns, Pte, Humparics and a
corporel vhosc nanc I cannot remoiber, fell out, They uore suffcring fram
beri beri, malaria ancayscatery and became too sick to travel on. A
Japancse privatce shot the corporal and a Japancsc sorgcant shot Hwnphries,
/Altogether
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. Botterill (continuod). K
Altogother we lost five men on that kill.

As ilo were going alon, mcn vollh Ioll out &3 theoy hocamc 100 weais to
carry on. We would go on ané then shortly aftcr ncar shots and mcn squculing
out; whon this ocourrcd there worc alvays Japonosc bchind us, ancit was
thoy iho &id the shooting. Althouga I did net sce tho bodics of any men Wio
had bcon shot in the partics that had gonc boforc us, oftocn I could suicll thom.

After vic had rcachcd Ronau T vas onc of & party of Australizns sont back
o6 miles towards Sondakan to carry ricc for tac troops coming on and for tho
Japancsc. The journcy would tado us £iys days - throc days out and tyo days
beck., Thrce partics who OrC maldnz the journcy to Ranou staycd at this
placc and it vas for +. 4 that wio carricd out the ricc and also for tho
Japanesc guards.,  =aci of us had to carry enc 45-lb. bag of ricc on his back
over hills and swampy ground. s 8 result of tho hard conditions, soveral
men Gicd while thus carrying ricc. ‘Jc uncd to holp thosc *ho Worce wcal and
practically carricd many oi thom back to camp. ‘lile carrying ricc on one
occasion, Pte. Shear was shot nine milos from Ranau and Pic. alberts and a
corporal yerc bayonctted by tac Japanoso 20 milcs from Ranau. Taey -.orc too
qeak to carry on and fcll out. I say the bayonctiing mysclf; the mon urc
on the ground ot thu timc. The corporal znd mysolf uscd to go into thc
gardons for tepioca vhich 1o would cook up and make a dcecnt mcal of, so I
—as onc of thc fittest mun in tho camp. On tais occasion of tho bayonetting
and shooting, Shecar was on tho ground callin out, “Don't shoot mc," and
putting his hands up, but nevertheless ho vas shot and 1cft lying on tho

gT ound.

of the 50 wao started out from Sandakan in my party, 37 roachced Ranau.
The trip took us 17 days, &s o went straight through, marching wvery days
The Japanese vho camc with us verc in very good physical condi tion and had
morc rations than o did on tac merch., & couple had malaria but theyr worc
1.t beuind at tac outposts and camc alon  lator then th.y folt £it cnouga.
I saw thesc men caming through about six weeks lator.

There wierc many doaths at Ranau, mostly from starvation, GQyscniory,
malaria an. buri beri. Our fooc consisted of ricc and tho men continucd

to losc vwieighte

Tac prisoncrs .icre frc_uoatly becaten.  Capte Nagai was the Jopanesce
afficer in charge of tho camp. On onc occasion Privatc liurray s bayonctted
by a Korcan guard nicknamod "Duck's arsc! and a madical ordorly who took him
out to the cemutcry end came back oilin. thcir bayon.is, Four of us,
including Murray, Allicy and grist, vcrc to go to Kuching on anothcr morch
in 20 days' timc. The mon had to be pretty fit to undcrtakc thesc marches
and as I kna: vhere taorc vas a Japancsc ricoe dump, baving bcen taken dovn
there to sot a bag for thc cookhousc by onc of the Japancsc, I told these
thrce other men that I had found the dump of ricc cnd thought thorc might be
sane soye boans therc as well. At night they went dovm and took a bag of
rice and I brokc open a box o.biscuits which we also found thero. e lceft
no traccs of cur having intorfered with tho dump and the Japancsc vould
nover have found out but e cividod tac food into four parts and, although
three of us concoal.d our portion in thc jungle, Jiarray hid his underncath
thc housc. I was giving my part of thc food to thc sick. Tac Japancso
foundé a biscuit bag ana asked iho owned 1t. I told Murray not to say it
.~3 his as ho ould bc killed but at lenzth he did admit havings/stolun tho

food




-

food end he was ticd up outsice the guard nouso. I said that I woulé zo up
and untic him that ni_ht and 7o would oscepo. Howover, at cbout fivo
o'clock that aftcrnoon ac as telkia eway and. bayoncttod. Although I trica
to finé his boCy I <as not succcssfui. uixrmora was & fricnd of lurtey aad
also of illoxom and hc used to brinz vs riczc and give kiozom a bit of n.uvs.

Basain_.s &t siansu T an ovoery-dal) occurroncc. all tac dprcan gueards
vhosco nemes 1 have elrcedy” mentioned were conccrncd in these beatings.

Wvh.n tic sccond party cams dovm in Junc thore weroc only four
australianc anc two Britisihh loft: ll tiac othors had citacr dicd from
illnoss or boen killod.,  Altogethor, 480 prisoncrs left Sendakan in
Fobruary 1945 en. by Jjunc thore wore only six alive; most of thom had dicd
from starvation, mzlaria and dyscntory. The Japancsce guards sorce all in
£ooG concition as tacy hed plant) of meat, riec, salt and sugar. A four
contructicd melaria but none suffcrcd from malnutrition. The six who tcro
loft vore lioxom, Grist, Szt. Steboy, tuo Inzlistmcn (Hodzes and Frést) and
mysclf, Of thoso six, thcre ranoin now only :cxam anG mysclf., .

: In Junc 1945 a Turthor perty of 140 arrived =t Ranau fram S:ndalc;n?
Short was cn. of thosc in this party. w.iin they had lcft Sandalkan, tioge
werc 600 of thum, but the romainder hed perisicd on the merch. acn I WmAdo
my cscapo in July about 100 of tacsc men wore -till alive; thcy werc thoen
dying at tho ratc of cbout scven a day, meinly from starvation. Thoy

worg givon ¢ siall cup of rico tater o dey tidith cbout an inen of rie. in the
bottomn. Plenty of ricc was cvailable ané th. Jopancsc used to got 600
grammes & day theomsclves; they also used to zet taploca, meat, cggs end
sitect potatoos and showed no signs of molautrition. Tho clothus of the
men 2o dicd would bo talion from tham ciad tac J.opancsc would trece tauam Ath
tiac netives for food for tiuasolves, +C uscd to trade tac clothos
originally to thc Japcncse for psuracps a Géixio of rico or a couplc of
bananas and t..cn thcy uscd t5 zot up to 60 banancs for tac samc articlces
fram thc ncotives. Blank.ts sorc also tckon and troded =it tac natives.

¢ “iro accoiiyodated in o very small bamboo hut. Tropical ulcurs

ware vory bad but tacre iare no medical supplics at all to troat any of tho
81CKNC8S. v

T7o Austrelicns, CrSc:éﬁ cnd Clé:ary, aritempted to osec.pc from Ranau but
wore rocopturct and torturced. lLows wora put unacr tacir ligs or Lciiind
tacir lmocs ana tv..en tac Joponoess would troad on tacm anda moke thaa scroam
out in pcin. Tacsc men sworc also staryed zndé tae Jopanosc put thc point of
tac bayonct butirocn tiudir cycs. Clcary -/gs just cbout dczd waam tao
Japanuso sargacnt told us to tcke him into the hut, vhore he dioc cbout ten
minuics later. Hce hed & chain around his ncek and iiad no clothes. dc was
out in thc cpen for 7o wocks with vary little food and s in full vicae of
all thc natives who passod. nring tais tiao, o Tront aotmn and dotm in
noalth,..

.
On 7 July 1945, lioxcm, andorson, Short ant I coscapcd fraom Ranau, Wo
varted to yet away vofore o bucamc too ticak...
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