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U.S.. STRATEGIC BOLBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APO #2314

C/0 POSTiLSTIR, SN FR.ANCISCO

PLACE:  Tokyo

DiTE: © 21 Decomber 45
INTZRROGATION NO. 529

_ﬁiviéion of-bfigin: .Military'nnalysis

Subjoct: Pctroloumj Oil, and ILubricants - |
. Personncl iﬁtorrogatad: Major T.KAHASHI, T..;rmy Miniépry-
herce intérvicwed: Room 805 Meiji Building. .
Interrogator: Licutcensant .mos X. Smith USNR.

Ingerprcter: Mr. Harvey Colton

fllicd Officers Present:  Licutenant 0.N. Reitz USNR.

Summary :

1. Production of synthctic gnsolinc never amourted to
cnough to make plants producing it desirabic bomping targets,

2. ilthough it had been plenned to ~ttain a mazimum ycarly
production of 4,000,000 kilolitres the most ever produccd in onc year
was 134,000 kilolitres,

3. The lack of technical "know how" in refinery construction
was a major obstacle in sccuring o sntisfactory volume of production,

4. The over-orgenized administration for control ond alloce~
tion of o0il led to confusion with the result that mazimum use¢ was not
made of existing supplies and/or copacitics. |
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It has veen reported that the bombing of synthctic gasoline plents

was incffcetive because these plents - were not in production as &

result of shortages in catalyst raw metcrials such as cobalt. Is
this truc?
Production was very low but we had a sufficient stock pile of cobalt,

What were thc factors, then, that caused the slump in production?
There were four important factors:

~. Shortagc of transportation

b. Lack of propcr machinery meintencnce
c. Jbscenteeclsm o o * ‘.
d. Shortage of coal

"ot offcct did dircct B-29 reids have on the synthctic?

It was not gre-t. Onc low temperaturc carbonization plant was
burncd completely, and onc hydrogcnation plant. The Fischer plant
(Miike) rcceived 50% damage. The cffcet on total production was
negligible. By $ .

Of the four factors you hove listed os being the most important .
causcs of low synthetic gasoline,peructionﬁwhiCh do you consider
the most importent? o g = g
Of coursc it voried from.plrnt to plaint -ut overall the disruption
of treonspmortation was the greatcst ccouse. In certain plents the
cool shortagc was the greotest limiting faoctor.

were these foctors 211 results of air attock on allicd industry,
transport. tion, ond urban arcas? ~ A '
I would sey yes, definitely.

Then the B-29 raids ~ctually reduccd production of synthetic
gosolinc although not by dircct attock on synthetic: grsoline
plants? . | fn S S d
That is truc,

Can you cstim ate totel synthetic grsolinc production by years

for me?- : -
"I heve approxim~tc figures with mc.

&

1942  mm—memmmmm=m=91,000 kilolitres

1943 —==—===—=s—==107,000 "
195l  svmmimstmssnios 134,000 M
LOLE . oS 800 9

1945 rcprcscnted five nmonths, production only.

Whot h-d you pleonned as your mozimum cnnual throughput?

In 1941 we planned to attain an snnuecl production of L, ,000,000
kilolitrcs. e
What were the rcosons for the greot disperity bctween your plenned
production end your actual throughput?
T would say the four reasons I gcve you before, plus the foct

that we were unable to build all the plonts we had planned beecause
of the shortage of steel,

Isn't it truc thot you locked the technical "know-how" to build
~n cffcctive synthctic industry?

We did all right in the laboratory mut when it came to actual
production in thc refinery we ren 1nto trouhlec with high pressurcs
and high tempcraturcs. Our refinery construction was not good.

In 1945 how was your capaclty divided ~mong synthctlc processes?
Fischer-Tropach accounted for sixty percents hydrogcnation --
2%: ond low tcmperaturc carbonization---38%,
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0e Did wectueal production brecak do'm on thoe sare percentege basisd
Ay L0, Lov tenpecrature carbonization nlents wccounted for 303
Fischer=~15%, and hydrorcration 5p.

Q. hy didn't production follow crpacity nor: closcly?

Le Tv0 lrroc Fischer plants ~c¢oe moty oacrs . ing, ‘e could not finish
the Kunoi plents beesuse we leeed steel, ‘the fine-asaki plant ith
e capacity ~f 40,0C0 l:ilolitres to he nanufzcturcd fro. wrstc gas
available from the jimaycsal.i Iron 'ork@ was not in o errtion be-
cruse trc iron orks wras chut doun,

Qe Cun you rive ne the plesned capreity, actunl cevacity, and through-
put ol the follo :in - I'ischer plantseee.liikec Cocl 1 iquefaction, Talrikawa,
nd Anogascki?

Ne YCB,
rlant s 1anncd Copacity Co.amleted Capacity Throu~hnut
lidike 40,000 1/y 40,000 k1/y 20,000 kl/y
Tal-ikava 80,000 40,000 /., 000
rmacacaki 40,000 4.0, 000 .

0e How mrny iso-octone pliunts did you hove cnd there erc they located?
A, .'¢ had threce plantse-=Universc) 0il .(roducts process=-=locatcd at
Tsurunl, Faresaki, snd Ialuni,

Qs 'h't vas tre ve rly capacity for thesc nlants?
A, Tsuru i=-=2400 kilolitrcs, .o asahiee=/500 lilolitres, and Tuakuni
wew/, 00 l:ilolities,

N, . hat was your wctual production by plant?
Ao iractically nothing, They werc 21l burned -ut by the bombing atteck,

Q. iajor Takahashi, In closing iliis intorview, I should lile to ged your
opinion on & ~atter not dircctly coneccrncd with synthcetic nroduction
but one vith micin you werce intirctely concerncd and thot is the
overall ad inistration of vetrolcur during the wver, 1 ove made quite
a study of thc orsoniz:tional sctup tg control and allocate oil=-the
Cebinet «lanring Board, the irmy .nd ecvy 0il Comuittec, the iuel
Buresu, the aatericl obilization Scetion of the irmy ..‘nistry, the
Jilitery fucl toard, Alr Service Board, 2nd Ordnuncc Doard, ond it
appeals to iz that confus=inn ust heve resulted fron the overelap
of :-uthority, ernd the un:ic!dy sizc of your orgarization, .hat .8
your O inion,

A, Yes, there oS Lueh confuesinn ostly resultiv: frow bic eri-g tee
tween the Arnmy cnd the lavy, Thils not only rcduced the cfficicacy
of t.o .ilitery but nurt the civilian econony as 'cll,
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