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Comprising 150 new recruits who ha~ just arrived from Fort 

Slocum, N.Y.J the 55th Aero Squadron! was or~anized at Kelly Field, Tex., 

on August 8th, 1917, with provisional officers in charge. There were 

no trade tests ruid the perso11nel included meche.nics, carpenters, clerks, 

profesaionel men and others from all walke of life. 

The first month was epent in d~illing and learning the rudi-
[3 

ments of Army practice. On Au~ust 25th, 1917, the designation of the 

unit was chenged to the 467th Aero Squadron and, ~~th seven others, it 

v1ae designated as a Constructio11 Squadron. An im1nediate . re-orge.niza-

tion took place to complete the personnel according to the announced 

table of organization and many transfers were in course of completion 

when the squadron was ordered to move to Mineola, ~.Y. Thie move was 

made on September 16th, under command of l~t Lieut. Arthur ·w. Bette. 

Capt. Gustav G. Baetcke relieved Lieut. Bette on September 24th and 

remained the equadron'e Commanding Officer until the end of the war. 

The few· weeks spent at Mineola were eignalized by rapid pre-

parations for oversoae service. The squadron was .given a completa 

equipn1e11t of carpenters, plumber8, electr·icians and machiniste' tools 

for 150 men. 

On October 13th, the unit sailed on the Cunard liner Pannonia 

being amont the first American forces to go across the ocann. Liver-

pool wa~ reached October 29th, niter 0n extremely rough trip. A two 

day st~y at the reet cemp at Borden preceded travel to France. Leav

ing from So4~ht¥11pto~1 and debarking at LeI~o.vre, the squadron arrived 

at its destination a.t Iseoudun, France, November 4th, 1917. 

In epite of four eleeplees ni~hte, the equadr on was forced 

to march with full pack from th e et at ion to the oemp, about 16 kilo-

metere. The camp wae just beiinning and a !ew equarirone which had 
~ . 

• 

been there only a ehort time ha« conetructed just enou~h barracks for 
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thaneelvee. 
a 

October, 1917, was/very wet month. The equadron took up 
I 

.quart ere in a . canvas han~ar vlit~ etraw on the damp ground · for beds. 
-. 

About six weeks later it moved into barracks, which it had oon!tructed. 

Upon arrival at I8soudun, the 467th Squadron started upon its 

· workin~ career. Construction Officers arrived from the United states 
. 

toward the end or November and ovcreaw the work or building barracks, 

power plai1te, machine shops, electrical inetallations, hangars and 

buildi ngs of all kinds. 1st Lieut. Godfrey K • . Downer, and let Lieut. 

Frederick E. Schilling took charge or building construction, lst Lieut. 

Ben H. Krey or electrical construoti on and 1st Lieut. Viilliam E.Birming-

.... . 

ham or road constructio l'l. • 

During the winter the squadron was busily en · 1ged in the va-

rioue kinde of work called for. Its personnel ehowed a ehorta~e or 

carpenters and for a time men of all other vocations were impree6ed in-

td service as carpenterei. 

On May 13th, 1918, the squadron, at this time the last of the 

eight ori~inal construction unite at Is!oudun, wee ordered to st.Jean-

de-Mont8 (Vendee), on the Atlantic coast. 
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The squadron left Iesoudun . ... . . 
\vith most of the personnel it had had during its et ay ther.e. Lieut-~· 

Schilling was transferred to the 2nd Aero Broduction Center to super-. 

viee construction there, being later promoted to Capt ain. 211d Lieut. 

Ee.rl D. Keefer joined the squadron as Conetruction Supply Officer. 

Shortly after arrivin~ at the new etation, 1st Lieut. Walter E.Powere 

wae aseigned as squadron Adjutant. 

When the unit arrived at st. Jean-de-Monte . on May 16th, 1918, 

to begin what was to be known ae the Aerial Gunnery School, there wae 

nothing to be eeen b~t eand dunes, farm lands and ocean shore. Here 

the men pitched tent s and the Officer! took quarters in an old stone 

farm houee nearby. 

Constrt~ction v1e.e etarted immediately upon the various bar-. 

r acks and hana:are with v tJry much the same kind of work ae wae done at 

.. 

Ieeoudun. The manual labor was ditferent tor there were lon& etretchee . . 

ot eand dunes to be l evel led. A new f eature ot the work aleo wae that 

u 
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instead . of putting up the "Beseoneau" canvas airplane haniar e, eteel 

etructuree with corrugated iron eheathing we.se to be erected. With the 

aesistance of other unite which arrived later, the Aerial Gunnery School 

with i te lar ~ field and numerous buildings wae completed by October. 

Althou&h not ae extensive ae the Third Aviation Instruction Center, it 
l 

. was a b~g enterprise. 

On October 30th, 1918, the ui1it wae ordered to Le Treccy 

(Haute Marne). A few days were spent enroute at st.Aignan (Loire ' et 

Cjer) for gae trainin~. The destination was reached November 6th, and 

the equadron was there at the field known ae the 2nd Air Depot, Zone 

of Advance, when the armietice wae ei~ed, Novemt>er 11th • 
.. 

. Lieut. Downer lwft the squadron before leaving st. Jean. 

Al though it never reached the front, the men of the 46 7th 

Aero s quadr~n are proud the record or the organization which covered 

a long period of faithful eervice. 

(Prepared by Lieut. George w. Sutton, Jr.,Tank Corp9 1 U.S.A., Dec.7, .'18, 
from S quadron l1ietory furniehed by Capt. Guetav. G. Baetcke, A.S. 
Commanding.) • 
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BOSTER OF OFFICERS 
. :4 6 7 ill AERO S <rUAD RON 

FRO!.~ OID.ANIZl~TION. 

Ca.1:>tain 
1st Lieut. 
1st Lieut. 
lst Lieut. 
lst Lieut. 
1st Lieut. 
1st Lieut. 
lst Lieut. 
1st Lieut. 
lst Lieut. 
1st Lieut. 

Gustave G. Baetke, A.S. 
Ben H. Krey , s.c. 
Vkn. E. Birmingham, S.O. 
Jtn.rl D. Keefer, A. S. 
Walter E. Powers, A.s. 
Arthur w. Betts, A.s. 
Bussell s. Dean, A.s. 
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John G. George, A.s . 
Frederick E. Schilling, A.S. 
Godfrey K. Downer, s.c. 
H. v. Seaman, A.s • 
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