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Rev. Kobekt J. Bueckinuux^k.

Ke.iitLu-k'j.

Dkau this.,

ThiJ object in coiiiieoting your iimue \.'ith tiii:- little prodm--

tioii is not merely to uttniot public interest uur to expi'esy tlie

author's high regard ; liut to more parti<.'uiiirly invite y(!ur

earnest attentior iind iiitl in i'orwanling tiie great results it cun-

teinplates, particularly as reg irds slavery. Our revolutionary

fiithers, fresh from a bloody cout -st for the inalienable rights of

man, spuruiag ail outside influences, Txjgarding African slavery

in its simplicity and uusojjhisticated truth, umlei the prompt-

ing of an instinctive sense of justice, the spirit of Christianity,

the dictates of reason and humanity, naturally laujeuted the

moral and political iucousisten(.'y of pe'rpetuatiug the instituiiou

uf slavery. Most of the wise and good men of that day, ac-

knowledged slavery "a great moral, social and political evil."

Whilst bearing their solemn testimony against it they felt con-

strained to leave the serious questions it involved to be solved

by posterity and the sad consequences wh.ich loouied up so

impressively before tiie iniaginatidu of Patrick Henry, to

whose prophetic vision "coming events e;ist their sliadows be-

fore," are now upon us in all their sail reality. ^According to

meii's locality and training, opposite views are taken of the

morality and wisdom of the institution. No matter on which

side the truth lies, all must agree that it is necessarily a great

piogrcssive national evil, which has already attained an ap-

pi.Hug importance. Unhappily wlieiiever man's feelings and

interest must be afTected by his avowed opinions human nature

will create a difficulty in reaching the truth. If our people

could be induced, under a due sense of responsibility to God,

laying aside all auger, malioe and evil speaking, honestly to

examine this subject, this nioment<jus question would be ration-
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ally ;ijK\ lUivii'ii'liiy M^li'isi. for ihv (li'ci;.iu!i i\>;;ts up'^'" in^'^^uisitiuus

yui'Ceptiblo of i^t'ttl(;iiK:uf 'i,v i\w \)iaiiii'si. lUKlerrituiidiiig.

The North uiki tho South arc Lotli vi;^;:]ir, yet i.a-y are de-

culedly botli wrmig. The Novth, rcg;u-(iing ih.e suhject hi the

abstract, isriglit
;
regarding it ]);t!itieally, wroug. The teutli,

regardi'ig it in the abstraet, is wrong: but. regarihug it j/oliti-

cal!y/in a ceriaiu scjise, is right; aicJ b^ih are wrong, niit

having taken wise measures to !).tlliate or rfnivve so gre.it ar.

evil.

I have Ycnlured to .iMge.L'sl ii-ou'dy both iialliaiive and

radiciil, bnt it will reqiiir" far more (uree V:iu] inikience than I

possess oven to ii.iifiaie sueh i work. Iv looking through onr

broad land, ] hnon* of v.o on? |ioeuharlY suiied. praclie:',ily.

to patronize so patriotic ;Uid iiluhtotiu-.tpic an entor])rise. A
SouVaern gcntleirjaa by birlh, feehngs am's liabit, standing

Itofuve th.e con)ni;niity a cahn, npriglit, fearless, ])ublie sjnrited

nia:.i; ffoe from ailrmduly eon', nrling. jiolitieal or sectional, feei-

jng, pledged to truth and - irtne only
;

by your voeaiion, a ser-

vant of Christ iiiid a friend to niaid<ii'd. Will you then hold

in j^onr strong jiand the ep-tering wedge ? jJejiend np(!ii it there

will come many an nnloohed foi- sturdy blow, now idle for want

of an aim, to drire home the we lge. i.'istory assures lis where

a. great political evil exists, r.iankind only Avant the proper

leader to make the ass^jilt, Vv'hen Luther stepped forth to

war against Papist abuseo thousands were ready to respond.

How many at this moment, North and South, onlj' wait

such another intrepid leader.

riespectfully,

LENJs'v^X BIKCKHEAl).



i wox;Twr> fain pre-tsngage yoar canibr, prsdtspj)se }'0>;i? 1s^Ad

sdomftly and eaynestlj, solely ilirougli the isiedium of reason

aaxt ^Inty , sxi^ with reference futurity, to regaTfl tlie interest-

iug aw.t,teis here treated of. If you. ttiink the writei; ultra, xe-

•gect thatV^ere thexe is any zezl there is liajbHity fe) nltxsism.

Ho ^ vsilling to admit, that desLriog a more eqaal diTjsion

of ihry coaveaiencas and csomforta of life, without lessening the

field 'for Industryi ;
aTaxmed „at the/ rapid s trides of Mxiirioi'ia

livingj the reckless^liistening to grow nch, and tM profiigacy

of the times, he may have exacted too rigid asirapHoity of l|fe

that hi9 aMmrjfence of persecutidB may have led him to an ex-

treme of toieratiouj his abhoirence of int-eEapeTaitce -to 4*ex-

treme^ adypcaoy of ab3tine?iC6. But^ upou the 9id>ji6cf; of

' slaveiry, he hais m svvch adtaisaitiBS to make j. his r^ptobalibn of

fllaT^ /si^lt^ aholitioniism eriust go fqrth witlhoht aiiy qdaliifica-

t5.an,,^fd^ he feels as a citizen gf the ;ii6jfu|liCj# and a tssembei

of fte great family of man, that he has a rig^iif,; Without ii;,-

earriRw censure,, as it is 'his duty^. to throw in iiis^hruatthle mite

of iafidence to evert ovil, when a matter encpm^SB?^,mth

mach diiH.eiiUy ar.d serious threatening awttates- iiie' public

53aii)id.'''
' V

"

There are , many strange truths, developed throBgiibttt the

history «f„ man. He 13 seei<. by famiiiatit^ to becoioie utterly

insensible to the grosiiest impiopvietisa, acGrniag to surreader

at the stake his own righte of coaeci6ao9,he hsE^iunsctapnldusly

violaiod' those of others
| men, from whose scabbairds, swotda

would insttQctively epring to mainlaift their own independence.



Kickedly, or lacoaslilaxvuolyj txsmnled isnder ieot she lib-

erty of others. But ,-,t,rf,Bg'?i m ail this ia^ uct yaora i'f^ciai'kaWe

than lih^ .'Velf-deluslun in laatf-^^is of g^reat }ttf?iv.ia«u\l .''aid 'pttbli-j

iatere;5?; I there arty eerta'jH: even<3i; Risd fer/rJiiioiis ebvicas'ly

?aMM'?:-£ x^h'Tft c>T0f occumnf, and althougk to r«u»?.on s^n.l ^^ix-

"pOTisiK'fi, reading distaaf; events xa ^Jjieir e&uaeSj,. eeriamly ap-,

|5jx>achjng', yet a-s they reqmr^ sieif doniai prsi-'eni, we pt^i-

lively sndul?|e in.g'oHea iircasis of yaintcmpted pycgparity.

r'&'5j;'r.H!£3:r;^-'it;ouS ?fcah toiled ou Ms mjfMnom i?wV. a

'fsbal^jV'OTld dreamed ^'d sas3i'3jeti,''.iU tho dah^go taug-ht (-haS

there cwatd be an end of dinao Ibrbeizniaco. So ,
Jromed

€h&ir'les,ani Gf;c?gs of I'ifi.fflaa'il, so drearaed Lqab of F;?R'F;e§j

till brightest iewel fell fe-ai ths c?p"?ni of one, asd the 'b]«'?dj'-

«e revealed tibe awfii? ifcsiitlea of'tiiQe atid eteriiiiy ts ilic

otiifi^Si. May we not so dream tIB iwoke by tba ms^-^mrblsss

troubles of a nnim di^'h-sa at}«i a rs](iul'3lc in rmm i

Bat, geEiI(:ir0a5or-, i'? jou mcsssaiHa at me as z tmii alarm-

m% sad caimot Snd youk* ^lompecsatioa in tlie pe3«ii«i of ihsse

iefte^, I truat t^at you .wtU fiad it iji tlis corAsitloiat&i?. that

''the '^Tocecds of the ^sre are' pMged to assist m 'geitaag uj?

^imtrj' cIjut^ aa^ aclx-^ol h£!95jse, in, a, nsighborhyod greaJly

^esUn^ them, Whm the 'm^&TythQ -tviiter, and little

" book'shsli iiaVe all long feded fix>rts the saemojy of maj^^ sac-isy

tfes iioraMe e^rt to give a sligEt isapnise to jhum;H.3 pTogrete

sutayeed^with the Jlce^ng of Koafep, yoar small .coatril-ntidn

-wiii fea actively'' aKT«« tamporal'y and .eteraslly fce-r-nfrng

your ft''' .•- tls^cag'hpafe all sacsceo^sl?" ages. in'. :':rjj

be 2.0

(



ET T E IIS

F'EOM Idti M OH ST TO M\M-,iON,

Deis itAMMoiir : ^

,
Surprised .you nmat he^ hut 1 am sure tMt

you will exeisse this ebmranBicatior . lia fict. nflien-

ever aay ore wakes lip to Lis cw.n gui% feek ihe

sweet Tiscioiisness of hemg forgiV;ei3,.<jnj6ys "tbaf

peace of ^ind Mikick passetli all nndcrBiaDding'' lie

Bas an insatiaHe ^.rayiirg for tBe pardon of others
;

so close is, the alliance betweeb pieij arid beneyo-

lence. '

_^

Aroused to a sense of tbe obligationg imposed by.

omiiipoteiice, to the awful consequences of tbeir

neglect and of my perilous; position, a poor depen^-

e^it probatioriistj ddstiaed to live or die eternally,

yet a beave^j^-dariag rebel, I liave been to siiyself

the greatest wonder upon .earth. Hovr marvel-

ous f tliat a rational man, in view of d^ath, judg-

ment aiad 'eternityj inevitable and apprdachiDg witls

the telocity of flying time, can become so 'frorld-

engi'ossed, as not to pause long enough in bis head-

long career to ponder the solemn i^uestions : Why
W8 I createdj and ami to live or perish eternally t



niiicn .figiiaterf. ot by YQvj impreasiiv®

di'^aiua leacliiAg to tl\& most sohmn •'fofle^tioDS, m
cosjaeqwaee of wMch all my views of Hfe'sia^ (duty

lia"?.S' been greatly "chapged^ I cannot y.efra,in from

gsTlng 5=^014 sons e account of tbem.
,

•

;

'I fetijretl in -rml liealih-, knd. dreamed tijat I fras

seated in iiiy ojlicej on,' the Sabbath, preparing to

o?erloo'k 5S huge pile of unresoTded honds, /aoi't-"

ga^es and dis^o^.nted paper, ors mj table, enjoying

fh.&^. composure wMcH arises &om the relief of hu£-

nesk oails smd the , geceral quiet of the. day, con-,

tem'^lating the great wisdqjta aad blessiag of a

seventh day, fo;!:" repose to the weary-driteii, to

gather the tlioiightSj'reerHit and arj^aage for the ne^.

'

week's toils, i^helh'Bwddsiiiy my reverio''tfss^ ,l>roMn'

by , the intrusion of a strabger'. ^The hideoiie

igliriesis of she beiag, wl^o seemed neitli^er in|^n nor

beastj a monster of frightfai aspect, ehiileid me
with iaexpressihie fear. I conld ^nly look amazed.

B(5sides his «ne%rthl|' appearance there waa such

an expfessioa! Gare-wOrii ^and haggard, anguish

ferocity, misery aad despair were all daeply

traced- Au unnatural smiles in 'whieK' malics lav

hut Hiy ambushed, ai^d li^ke the sun let in upon

3pm.e dark chamber of murderous crime, :ceveals its

horrors, only gave for'ee to the frightful expression.

When he acnouriced himself the great monarch of

thohnmaa heart, the Prince of Devils, I stood horror

^triclten.. With electrie, velocity mj min-d v?33 filled



J#ithx\hiMliood'S fearful superstitions ^sjd sij^tufal

teitofSj.as I tfeoK^ht of death aiiil >.tiio terriMe: day
'

. ofjmigmen't tea times mor^e ' awftjty-palizbg Wote .

"' mQ 'IKo |HF83eriee o.v.tasit'frightftti being under ^liose ,

'

tjri nnom rod I migltt.laave'to pass s^a etemiij. of

woe. '; CoBSGieiice,- wesuriel
. to rest

Hseleas r^moL^itr^jiee, ?iwoke from her loisg years of

slap2<}«r. i-Sfeiaaorjygeei^iia.gly acqiiiriLg supernattir®].

'^<^^iv brought isp in crowds the follies ^isd .ofenceg

long Iby-gone Say? in 3,11 thelv n^tiye fregliiiess;

I could indiY!dua% aHd distinctly recollect the t^oii-

siaidbi of titoes'I had not don to i&y: ndghbor as 1

-^oald liaye Mm do imto laej timea witlicut niimbe^-

THrhen I liad not only not re.^umed goad for evilj but-

efil for good, how often under various delusivje pre-

texts I had steeled my heart againsfe the appeals of

Sistress^ of broken down,merchants •writhing la ^1
the agony 6f irnpendiiig bankraptcyji <?£ creditors

crtished by iaisfortune, not t& esoiort upon th^ ^s-

tress, how .often I had indulged, at the es^eiise of

virtae and honor, a dai-iEg disregard to the prdmises

andthreatsmngs ofJehoTah; till worked np by utter

hopelessness to despair^ I seized the papers before

me, schilling the personification of that evil genias

who had sedi^md mQ from, allegiance to my God, to

IfGrl them into the Sre : thinking, ^las, the insanitT

of man to exchange; eternal peace fbv eardi'sjbest

giftSj ffhen I felt his fiendish grsSp restraining me.
Witb. a forced expression of deceitful tienignity, with



m^, reiso'ip.ue^j addresss seeming ijiticere%, aBd-

. jo^life^r tBal rash asi 'CFiKler Bomp sfersp-ge' deli^ipa.

7j|^f^^^:oflafattiatfea'^ Hiltevoltiiig Hedioijsnes^^^

;jpr6'Gv^r'^b:^^ -But st^l consdoas' tljat:ail:'-

,'«;;^|| rig|it,;:If^!t;^ .^<i^&' strong

/eoHii^^raetxa^:j^ to resctte mo' from sueaatp^Bge

-V-f^l»siw:/iQ^H^ and festinptiYely woitM' '.hayje'''

to if€atffc,: refusedjt^ '.'5^

'imd^:m" despair ;fiiid Biter

,
. tSl'IfQimse of a-fcisg^Kfis'p^|^;an3'

•

, iiel&linjr ':hi^q tite-mmd, -gets ' s^ipremii, qoDlro?,'-^ a»d
'

lelt^ tfe dsr^iy dp-m to crimel Ijee, sii:, h^e seebied

"'to saj,;'^liat ^0^"woald't^YO lostby ofie,-?as4,'a:ctV;i

^

ife;;jao|Mn|:t| fee! t|e--pofienej>f '^aiiif ^

ma:^^,e^»HJ -^ait yournodj^a j^oij tor|et

^'IIT'S^.-Ij^ '^OTamt of 'wea||h~ii,as^:i^ej^^^^ yoiir.^'i^mi^i

%0m;;brbodin^^ otor the ttnceff^jaS^ an^



a.|>|)|-e'hea:Ions of futmity suggested foj the 4:ail^'

,
and tyealcness of 'you?; iiatiAro ? Hcwvffi'iicli pleasiu*o

jou BaYojbacl Hp to tbig ysry hoUr, from the oom-

saaiid of jnoney aM tlie prospect of vast a(i(|amiilaw,

tioa t Mow yottr sohI has been Siled:' mtA jraBquil

Joy fef %M idea of one Say to tlie eixvj <^f tlioasaiids,

being called tile millionaire ? Familiar^ yow

;a^e wit?i the valaej and deeply imbned as yoi* art

with tlie loyo of money, even yoii can liardiy eon-

ceif© of the omnipotence of wesilth^ Sirj. it is the

, ffix)si ^atiojpal^ the noblest object of laian's ptirsmt

;

it is thc^ wherewithal for every thio'g; m neces-

jj^ty, io'pgssa^^ but its dependent,

Se'^ a'S its bidding the ^strQ»gest,;richest ii?';ell,e«i;

rush' to^iistain otttEftg^on^^ %r6n^ ; sec its broae^

mantle thtowii over yiilgarityj meann^g, i^mttb^

an^, etefy deformity, of mind ajid Body. ' it

giving promine!QX^- and esaggeratipa,to^^
diminuti?,^, 'virtii^ 'lafl' eyerj'^;?i©8_.;lg,,.3vetsh^^ -

It hbfSi the woM i?i Bondage* Oftii eJxtia^ulg^

"juiiSi6|n''l^kj proud senates^- eyea; dio-tat^- peace :or.,

wfiFv Bee b|auty,, intepigencB, rank, elegance,,

ne^dy goniiis, Broken doim fortune^ vaiiltiiig ambi-

tib^ii jifld ©veB istern virtuej yrioonscioiz^lj comjird-

mi^ag dignity, exali this god and do him :ceTere)Qce.

i^iilydu in a moment pf insane despair throw .^w^

so potent a good? Will ybt^ amaze and griejf your
s-lriends bjr a surrender of that ' jprpad attribiite of

m&iiy your iiBiderstatidiiQg, to the superstiiiiiM aaid.

2"^
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i^aoMrigs.; of ck'istiaBHj, Kifciidramng man-irop

h.k> t^e^ sgliere ot ae^icE to waste hb time and in-

jsHe^j'tm idle '.'dreaBcis of futui'e happincss^or misery ?

Sifj yoTj are EgereljtliQ remit of accic^i^ntj of.certain

ii^wa . iis^ereiit, and neuessarily governing rmatter,

(. dropped hers hj some freak oi- natm-ej and liere

.,^ou muBt Jive till a worn out frame returns joxl to

tie dusfej and yom trus .msiioriQ is, just to m^lce

iHe most, af ' time oirciiinstaiices, only looking

ti) tl[j,e present, in accumulaiing to enjoy all earth

» o^n give. I faintly \^]^sper8d, B^yelationj, EeVela-

tiOB. E^vetalion, sqreamed the horrid.fiendj w|t}i-

^tic^Oas a!^^c^^tic smile, b evident discomposure.

Hiye^nofe:Hu^^^ Bolingbroke andmy; owa

Ii&|iiojfe lo t&e What man 'of

,
,

'St IMi^ /iei^l^iit^ed age .will:' not .res^nt^ib^^i^psita^ -

'

-tio^'-of efeHsEainilj;,?

i^siSr|it^ ofMmi^ i)f

jQwi^oi^^e^i^^ it inv(>Ive6

WMlq conlticfe of intellcieta^! s^to Mink you tl^at

if salab, tkej^ conid ;g6s^^^

• tloiifeSl^ia divine will, b^iem
w^^ ?/ Wii^it 1 for tno B&ke of transient pleasure,

cioi^ed witli! borrow, see a Jra-wning gulf and dellbe-;

imM^ Walk into itp prefer, tbefwatli to the gmileatif

feeaven. '
. 0, no, the |?i|e and great of the earth he-

• iievd the promises, and threatenings cf Eevelation^

ihc^ fic|ton bf c^nm^ men designed for some sinis*.



, doubt -Ms -s^atemejit* and arguHaeut would be, torn-

ble aiJi^'eopafoi'tiR^ to 'miS»y a-^xoor (!elitd<-fl-lieal/:eii-'
'

a1?,aa(3pn#vworidling, b«tt before I coiaIsa be leliliTsay

.

<^i?SCiml>.a|ra^e4 from tie oiwefr;agable evidesce. of

smptui'o 't/rutb, be, mast 'fe toSaily j.;tul|;ify

imderstanding. ; Tbat> to mj rnrn^ witb,^,^^^^^^^ s^pae

eertaiijty tbat a;,stone oast intcii.be. ^i?' faB§ againj,

tie wboIe bible^ "«fHQU/ tells ^

l^^deemer; sent to reT^,eal his' will, m ;mip^m^om
cljeat, p^lm^d upon, the j^oirld by wicfcedjor sillj

meiij iaany of them, poor^jgaorant fisberjoaeB, m-

coacfeiyablJ capable, of'i siicb, s." frati^ bsBdied's tOr

getber for no^motiyo ; eter Iciiowxk to i^Sflue^ce. rns^H:^

Mad,, but simplj tq deceit© tb^ir ; feJloTf men, aii<|

bmg^np^on tbemsfi^^

. icrriieri^h'^r life etirarr^ially^sr-ljit^
-

&;lhigber,subj^cty c^ximng; de^^rj isiqijity^ 1)^

s^iiv^.di to tbf;, hiiaa?a. iniad sbrpuid'&ii iikidlnrkjieM,

.

y^t 'Wacep|iMe ofj, ii^^t^^&l^-i^he'ii^? Msgfe^i" ^

laws, , the* westoli ofcaccide^^^ ao^^^^iMM^m^f
Can- I.behold tb^ ;C<)mglica^d>, delicate asd bEsstttifal

mechanism peyvadm^ anim veget^Ke H% m
the mosti'diaiinjiitive Insect np Jo intejl^ottiai maa,

ia the, sm^Uesf . blade of gras3s.,iip. to tbe^towjeEing:

oak Can I explore the wonders of tHe greai de^p^

ia- earth or ocean, or raisi(»g my eye^tOitb^; migiiir

ficjentyault abot^.brilHant with imniimbered starry^



••'wol'lds,. all lor d|^''Moy!fiif regnlarfy aa^-'ftanaoai-

o5sl7j ,M '-iiB{lor.. a sense of m;^ owa |asigij,iSc3ixe(3

I"feel
;

'
^'^e'OfisoioTSSaess 'of; ^y^sgiotssibfliitjr, 'a-^ riataral-

j|IJ|ii!®^'^'^^i[i^ \ipQn -tHis ' grand'

^aJF^^#,'^|litl^ feel tlie • ielatioaship' Sttg&iap.B^

,

hsmm^-h^g^ii^
^mil "riaiifaeulaas po^eryiaad '

^

, -&^"s^ aiJa<Mt:^':

owa^sieiis^ ^iafc forever
'

iiB^Saai^- O'ii**, it tells as we we froi>ati^ist3 he^e,
desMa^d foE anifiimoM atii' by deayiag^

«SltJva%g piijity -of tfid^ 'active lie-

aetsleace^; ;;«filKia^; <^b6a^ advaace #lio!i^ ^



tlie slaterJ of its eiig^ossi^g, afi^EieiieB, its pleasw«% ,

'

^

christian's hqpe%5lte'ls)il|.:pQ^
^

I staiiii greatly in need of a qoc>l^«aM con-

coansellor, i l^"^ of one wpon



upoa-%©|9.^of ^a-^t^cMjesskl -asiiri«

^i|slf^'^#'^oiip:i^ at' "fell©. aciiTr'^^g^ii^pW

;
#c?ShMt^;^ia£ -nkm^ 'Jo-itiis ''C^?^



I
.

- .1^ /
,

i ' ' '

'

I tben p$irsf>&4. .prowess- of -tKie Picmeej witlt tlxeiE- ,.

lie:^^';^yer w.(5!i3l^^^^^ tipoij;t,Ke.issue c?^t|iii

'

|aati»:"al;gtreagth^ K^xv^e his s.rm^ ntifemag tmiU
|&^i.MfwMe. i'l,|fgiar,1ili§itj-lilce fcisfgreat ances-'

Bsmeol'.. the -Lord of

'm6t,til^8f^nm^^^ ;^pB0,Sl),e ''ip<iiffor me^
"

"

atiSifia ^^eelleiBcj, the ; p^OB,£le^lt genilssj, the most

ohiyalroBS, emm Jjea'aty hesghtea^l to the higjiebfc

degree (jfatSraoti^^^

'wh^iaS::^9to|ten^,;^ce4-^^^

too..af6 depelid^^^

in|ae4 so hateful, Im^df.
aT^jj^iiy^ffel^ So^

pu^j^ i^if^ l^diaiitcmth^fc

i

last/iTitai i^elpdy ofypiee,w>|Qp^
I hfe j|^ft%^;saic|, |)poE mpftai man, sPeing yci hard
ip^sed J37 thp:^r«at tnemy maakiad, mfiaite

jg|odEPSs dispatched ffie psi tbjs errand of mercv;.



W^r^ isot the eo^jaseJ! of tkat one, be fiafcteta
^

to decisive atid rai&. Yotit own expemnce^ as
]

as tliat ol s^l tb&t h&ve g^^ before yoiij iella!

jfdUf tbSfct tHerfi is nrfthijig |»ermaiieat mf eiatiafjiiig

m f.h¥t)0*sted advantages so artfully portrayed ; <J»af

T^SiilSk at b^st thef iaffovd littt small satiafactioBif

they. $Ml loave the miad a prey to doabt and aip-

prehension, cannot quiet conscience, nor conceal

tW certainty of deaitli, and tbe possibility of

awffilil fatnrity. Can it be ipise for all tbe nnsatis-

fying advantages and fleeting pleasures of time, to ^

lose the rich rewards, and feel the possible panish-

ment pi eternity ? Brit yield not to despondency,

brijJSBd reed shall not be broken, smoking flax shall

not; be quenched there isj a balm for every broken,

contrite heart; I come to snstain and point you to

the vray of life, you will find it in divine revelation
;

I pray yon nevfsr forsake it; believe onei who has

triumphed over fcin and death, that by a constant

exercise of piety to Ood and good will to man, you

^ill enjoy existence here, and finally be received into

tho mansions of everlasting glory. So great was

my joy to find myself within the bounds of h6pe,

that I suddenly awoke from the amotion.

Now, dear Maidinion, with a mind thus solemnized

by these visions, called off from the pursuit of gain,

for gain's sake, I have diligentlj searched in the

inspired volume for the way of life. I find it to

lie through devotion to God's will, kindness to my
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fellow creatores, aad extending the Eedeemer's;

kingdom. Of course mj whole I'.fe is ohaaged, and

1 have a peace of mind neTer known before. I who

oaiy thought, and not too scrupulous as to the

means, oi- who suffered, of ftccumulating wealth for

wealth'a sake
; seeing the folly of living for this

world ; now consider wealth dearly bought at the

expense of virtue, and as given to ho held in trust

for the high purposes of benevolence, and valuable

only as a means of doing God's will by promoting

human happiness. After much reflection, Ii am
satisfied I can in no way, and in so short a time,

make aiaends to mankind for my long neglect of

the obligations to promote man's weal, as by con-

centrating the energies of mind and body, and the

power of wealth, in the cause of temperance and

African emancipation. Hoping to enlist you in. the

good work, I send you two lectures, one up on in-

temperance, and one on negro slavery. But, dear

Mammon, I would not have you limit your agency

\o these objects, I would have yon identified with

all the great and good schemes of the day
;

for, from

the necessity of your nature, the more usefully, be-

nevolently, and actively you are engaged, the hap-

pier you will be. Wealth 8eem,s designed the nat-

ural ally of philanthropy, for it is essential to

its great plans, and can no other way be innocently

and safely used. I would have you, by careful re-

flection, by diligent, careful, prayerful reading of

3
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Holy Writ, satisfy yourself that you are a J)roba-

tionist, and responsible, with tli© vdodty of the

liglitning's viyid ilash, traveling to \itter rain ox

eternal peace. That jom large wealth is from the

great Giver of all good gifts ; that you are designed

as his atev(ard> that he will hold yon responsible for

the means placed in your hands. To reaoh these

conolusionsj, you must come out from the world, but

in becoming a practical christian, you will become

spiritually minded, and delight in that which you

now shun. In the eadbibition of the strength and

character of intemperance, the impolicy and in-

iquity of slaveryj you will perceive a work worthy

of the christian, the philanthropist, and the patriot

I do not approach you without a full appreciation

of all your difficulties. I know ihat years of habit

have worn a deep channel for your thoughta not

easily left. But you are a reasonable being, and

Bhoisld not be the pasaive creature of habit, when

ft solemn responsibility attaches to all you think,

say, or do. You have mapped out your large estate

among your children or relatives, so that,

"Coreed with inaaner

To dissipate their d«ya in qneet ofjoy,"

They may uselessly pass their lives feeding upon

their father's toils. But you cannot be blind to

the startling fact, thaS generally, ta give fortune

iff only to ruin. M^'tkV'mless ihoved by some.stira-

niuB, will not work, and we all know the provorbisl
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<ml oi idleness. Wealth is only a relative term

;

imagination, the hot lied of so mwh folly and sin,

makes many poor mho would be "passing rioh -with

forty pounds a year-" Experience teaches, very

d!i;tinotlyj that a good trs^ining in the principles

and habits of "virtue, industry and frngaKty is a

boy's best inheritance. Indeed it would seem as if

' God never intended ns to accumulate large wealth,

because from the usual natural results from makihg

children independent of exertion, that would have

been to design ruin to our offspring. Moreover,

has not God indicated this his sovereign will by the

general decree that man shaU eat his bread in the

sweat of hia brow, snd appending suffering to the

disobedience, by, in his dispensations, affording such

ample objects for superfluous wealth, by leaving his

poor always with us, CLjoining their being oared for,

by leaving so much to be done for the welfare of

man in extending the Redeemer's kingdom? How,

in fact, can we indwidmlly responsible, with the

imn^enee s^mocnt of good to be done, accumulate

heaps of gold and obey the divine injunction, "give

God has prospered, and according to your {ibility.

Will we, individuaUp, obey the injunction, when we

hoard up, from year to year, enjoying the possession

of w:ealth as long as we can, and then leave others

to dispense it?

"Riches, like inaects, when concealccl thej lie,

Wait bnt for wings and in their season fly."
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We do 'km% geaerailj siSeakijig, taat .if a mm
does not giva- away, aB objfcts preaeut his f5uper~

Saity/tbi^l; hb children. ml\ hj .a law of natarey

scatter tiiem in ksm'iows living, dissipation or sojue

injt5rions follj. If not so, ia no great tiE>o ike

worlds ^ouM he dirtied iato the enormouslj xiok

an3 the meanly poor. It would seem that accnaau-

latioii carries witMn itself a |)riiiciple of difiusion,

since it cannot be damiiisd up interminably ^ptijout

mischief, being equallj forbidden by our nature

and CrocFs command. If tbe wealthy neglect the

liigb privilege of being God's stewardsj and dis-

pe)3Se, scripturally, nature's laws, by tbrowing wealth

in more faithful handa, will indirect!j effect the ob-

ject^ it will "wander^ heaven-directed, to the poor,"

For the purposes of Omnipotence cm never be

defssted. If yon think me too exsctingj remem-

ber Qbdf not I, is yonr task master. If I have ask-

ed more than tiie good booJc, heed me not. i once

thought, when I handed over a bank note to some
benevolent object^ that I did a great deal, but

reading of the privations' and labors of an eminent

heaven-sent missionary among the heathen, I was
strnck with the inaignifidance of ail my charities.

True, I had given liberally, but it involved no sac-

rifice except the pleasure of buying a few addition-

al shares of bank stock, it cost me no labor, nor
self-denial, no luxury was iinindulged, the splendor
of rQy equipage, nor mj style of living in any way



x-ednssd. I bagan to, reSect tnat if tlxe riclmess of

cliarity coiisists in tho maomit of poi'sonal aaeriiice^

it inToives, a;j may bo seen in tlie wido-w's saito, I

must 3o more tliaa give away a sjnall superfluitys

noi that I wiM depreciate siieli benevolence one

parfeiclej l)iit I must deBymyssIf tmd. work before I

can feel my dtitj fidly <lisoljarged, a^d yon will see

by my lectiirea that I liaye also comsienced worlsiag>

LOYE MOHEY. .



Tk Promised Lecture m iMtemperance.

.1—.-.i I.

It may surprise many, that so humble a citkeu,

I have placed layself so conspiciiouglyj that I have

^soQK&d so much labor, encountered bo much ob-

loquy. To vmdicate myself from the imputation

of fanaticism so commonly used against every be-

nevolent scheme, by the lukewarm and the indif-

ferent. I will pimply remark, that I believe in an

allwise, omnipotent Euler of the universe, who has

made me a responsible prolationist, revealed his

will as my rule of life, given his commands, enjoin-

ed obedience by the promise of rich rewards and

the threat of utter ruin. That he has commanded
me to love and obey him, to do unto others as I

would have others do unto me, and to love my
neighbor as myself. With these convictions, and

a full sense of my responsibility, and so plain a rule

before me, ought it to be a matter of wonder, that

I have engaged with some zeal in a cause, having

for its object the rescue of thousands from vice and

woe? Should it not be a matter of amazement rather

that all christians do not make it the great concern

of life to study how best to promote human weal

and do their heavenly Father's will? The rock,

then, upon which we hope to rear the altar of Tern-
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perance, horn which will ascend to heaven a grate-

ful incecse, the sacrifice of our, inciinationjj our

pride, ostentation and greedy lust of money to the

good of mankind, is the revealed w.ill and command

of Jehovah. If any man will deny this rock, or

that the divine tyUI forbids, or doea not command

us to prevent his creature, man^ from going to ruin,

or to snatch his destined immortals from the dens

of vice and misery, dry up the tears of broken heart-

ed women ;
feed, clothe, and educate virtuously lit-

tle children; "with such, I have no argument to

hold. But if the rule laid down, is admitted to be

the indisputable requirement of Christianity, our

duty lies plainly before us, an unclouded sun has

arisen upon our path. Unhappily, the mischiefs

from intemperance have evidences too many^ and

too strong to require a detailed exhibition, you will

find them in our domestic circles, in the streets, the

highways, the lunatic asylam, the dmshcuse, the

hospitals, the prison and erer pleading for your ef-

forts from the very gallows. Where is the family

which can proudly boast, no parent, no son, no wife,

no daughter, none of our blood stands reproached

with intemperance? Where is the square n'iie of our

country without the marks of this demon ? Unless

long devotion to the world or the habitual pmctice

of wrong have had their wonted effect, palsied your

moral sense, rendered you insensible to the appeals

of misery, realizing the wretched beings of every
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hue of crime and shade of misery, crowding the

aveaues to rmn, my argument must he felt in every

heart. Many a one will pass the poov inebriate,

brooding over his misery aixd irresolution, (perhaps

m despair, meditating some dark crime, the more

speedily to hurry him on to perdition,) loathsome from

filth or gross "Sensuality, give the passing sympathy

with the self-gratulatioa, "Thank God I am not

such as he." Or with a cruel harshness, spurn him,

naked, cold and hungry from his door, loaded with

reproach, then satisfied, his christain obligation

discharged, complacently pass on to his warebouse,

Ma shop, his club or may be his own splendid saloon,

and there, by trade, by O'sampie, influence, pro-

mote the cause, direciiy or indirectly, which is pre-

paring- thoijsands upon th^oiisands for the wretched-

ness of which this poor man is but the representa-

tive. To all such sober men I would hinf^ tako

ht^ed'lest you too fall, and I charge you in all your

oomplaoesiey, with this poor man's ruin, and before

heaven's bar he will be a swift witness against you.

He is only a poor frail being, the iiiheritor, perhaps

of poverty, ignorance and vice, to your kindness
j

"in the helplessness of infancy and death, nature's

first last lesson to mankind," more than a stranger.

Have you not, for gain, selfish grati6"*tion, osten-

tation or iadolence, knowing its coh^. Jit results,

sustained the cause of his ruin? Is a man not

guilty as well for not preventing, as for the commis-
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flion of cri?ae ? Are they not equally a violation

of God's ? Witl ii0> has told you not to put

a stumbling block m your neighbor's way., but to

love him as yourself, to do unto others as you would

have them, do unto you, to extend the Kedeemer's

kingdom, hold you guiltless? I boldly contend

there is no possibility of escaping the chargs of

' glaring inconsistency, from insane trifling vriib the

I

most solemn responsibility, but a uo\?nright denial of

\

Christianity. Ye intelligent, virtuous, sober men-

—

[ye amiable, tender, affectionate, pure women of our

land, I charge ^ou with all the variety of crime

and misery, proceeding from intemperance. Are
you alarmed, or indignant at so grave a charge?

With you rests all the power of fashion, moral and
political control. To deny your inability, will be
the humiliating admission, that the majority of the

nation is made up of men insensible or indifferent

to human sorrows or religious obligations, of the

sottish and vicious. Pray, who manufactures the

poison ; who sell it by hundreds of casks ; who rent

houses for its retail; hire ships and rail roads to

diffuse it ; who countenance it at the tavern, or in

social life, wh*^ place it on the hospitable board and
press reluctant guests; who provide and store up,

as something precious for long years the endless

varieties' of alcohol; who support your club rooms;
who, for hom*s, sit drinking and discussing the va-

rious ages and shades of wine ; who send members
to your legislature ?
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you pr^ared to admit tliat there is L^t vir'

tae^ mtQijiigfinQe, philantliropy, nor patriotism mS'

ficieafc i» our eouatryj if coixcentrated, to stra.ngl0|

tMs BEiiOiister? . Strange, indeed, that tlio virtaoi^j

<^ ^aligJitened, the Idnd, the polished, who caj^j

haYe no sympathy ;9?ith the revolting scenes of|

drunkenness, turning from its crimes and loathsomej

beastiality ; who oenaure, with unmeasured abuse, its

liotims ; even the humble groggery, from whence

iaaue vulgarity and blasphemy, will directly and iu'

Erectly justify the use of alcohol, not only stanti

liloof from its suppression, with folded arms, aa if

t?iey were irr<!(3pon3ible beings, but bring example,

Bcwcasm, wit, all their influence, to thwart the frionda

of temperance. Suraly, without slander, one might

ahttost assert, that in the upper strata of society,

religion and virtue are mere abstractions, carrying

with them no practical obligations, imposing no

duties of self-denial or benevolence~~no obedienos

to Divine will; for nearly every genteel family,

seeing ail aroundthem the steady, insensible, stealthj

growth of intemperance, from the most moderate

indulgenoe, will, in all its most attractive forma of*

fer and press the fatal glass. When we hear al

grades admit and lament the greatness of the

how can the fact that it has reached its frightfDi

magnitude, bp accounted for ? Well, there is m
natural indolence, and indisposition to think and

act, not stimulated by a desire to be useful, an ixh
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cllnatioiji to shift care and reBponsibHty upon others,

delusivelj persuading ouiselves ythm done, that am
responsibiiity ceases ; a want of a just aense of our

individual responsibility and of our own individual

poirer and influence ; the law of fashion, too strdtg

for reason or virtue, self-gratification, imagined pfe^

oxmiary interest, insensibility to the magnitude of

the evil 8,nd a despairing hopelessness. I presume

we will find some one of these considerations press-

ing us from the path of duty. But where do we
find that indolence will be received as an apology

for duty omitted. I would advise such »s have not

realize^ the value of individual exertions, that their

strength lies in concentration. As the great sMp,

madly tossing and struggling to bfe free, is held to
'

her moorings by the delicate hempen fibre. Upon
the eve of a great battle, there floated from Nelsbn^s

mast head the animated appeal "England expsecte

every man to do his duty." Only let every friend

to our cause, no matter how narrow his sphere,' do

his duty and we are secure of a far more glorious

triumph, because, over a far greater foe, and its

consequences more important and enduring, -than

the bloody victory of Trafalgar.

"Where do we find that individual responsibility

ia transferable under any circumstances ; that im-

munity from tpil cfen be purchased by handing

money from & full purse to a working philanthropist ?

No, we must give and work, too. To such as do
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not listinctlj see thc^: individual responsibility, I

wo^ild suggest that we are all required to do good

aooor<3.ing to our ability, to make the most of our

talent, that each man's duty is necessarily dintinct

and irrespective of others, and his accountability

also. Wherever there is a divine command, wher-

ever there is a great bler^S-'ng or privilege, vvhcrover

our example may effect good or evil, there stands,

side by aide, individual responsibility ; it is omni-

present—in business, in pleasure, in religion. It

ia a strange delusion under which men merge their

individual responsibility in their corporation, of-

ficial relations, custom, or the duties of othera.

When a director of a rail road, from indolence or

any other cause, allows his president to do an act

of injustice, or the road to be used in a way in-

jurious to public morale, surely he must be respon-

sible aQ far as hia authority and infiucnce go. When
the editor of a common newspaper, assuming the

office of instructing the people, guarding their

morals and interests, will allow scui*riiity and false-

hood to stain his columns, when he will allow one

impudent impostor selfishly to advertise Ms lottery

prizes, and another to impose hia poison and his

quackery upon an ignorant confiding public, plunder-

ing the afllicted, under all the aggravation of wretch-

ed poverty, is the editor less liable to censure than

the demoralizing vender of lottery tickets, or the

unprincipled charlatan ?
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When im atfcornoy, under an assumed profession-

al obligation, in all tho pride of legal a.cumen and

learningj will descend to become tlie mercenary

hireling of villainy
;
sustain, iinblushingly, conduct

before a jury -whicli out of court, stripped of its le-

gality, be would scorn to 'defend, or if imputed to

Mm lie woiiild resent witb blood, taking the bible

fitan<lard of morality free from guilt; no one will

say, every man is not entitled to a hearing, or that

an attorney is not to sift every case presented.

But, can justice be a maid so coy, canning and

agile, as entirely to elude the keen, quick sighted

Iiicre-shavpened vision of a profound lawyer, yet

be BO easily recognized by a jury of plain, often

ignorant men? Does no responsibility attach to

the confoxinding of law and right ? Can man's law

make void the principles of etornal justice ? Hu-

man law was designed mainly to substitute the sin-

extiBguished law of God, written in the heart of

every man, a natural sense of justice ; to protect

the virtuous from the vile, not to sustain wrong, or by

its defects justify outrage
;
surely not the foe but

the guardian angel of justice. When, then, great

men, their fame wider than their country's bounds,

bring their giant intellect, rich in legal lore, all the

weight of high character to defraud the philanthrop-

ist of his right, to dispose, as he may, of the earn-

ings and savings of a life of toil and self-denial

;

wrench from the guardians of the orphan the means

4



of eduoatiorij or before a jury, packed for his objectj

defend, vindicate and snatch from the craving javrs

of justico, a -wretcb. who has raurderoUvslv stricken

down an innocentj unarmed man, is tbere ao ha-

miiiating descent from lofty position, no leveling to

an equality of nioral guilt with the man 'who would

legally rob the orphan, or the foul a8sa.s8in ; if} there

no awful responsibility to divine justice, for such

prostitution of heaven's great gifts? When an

officer engages in an offensive war, believing it to

be unjust—surely in the courts above, where no

special pleading—only the merits mil be considered,

the plea of professional obligation must be idle.

God has given to the individuals of an army a

moral sense to discriminate right and wrong, and

•we might as reasonably expect the good deeds of an

officer, vicariously rewarded in his government as

bis deeds of evil punished there. But, perhaps, no

i?here is this attempt to merge individual respon-

sibility in vocation, more striking or triumpbaat

than among military men. They assume that their

profession privileges them, actually imposes an ob-

ligation to fight any where and under all circum-

stances, that they are pledged to government, or to

public sentiment. The heroic Decatur, remonstrat-

ed Vfith, replied, fighting was his profession ; and

Barron, thinking both mortally wounded, olfered

his hand to the dying Decatur, saying, let us make

up before we meet in heaven ! Yes, their hands,
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reeking with a brotber's blood, fresli from open

deliberate daring of the justice and wratli of Qod,

hope to appear among the angeao choir i ! But

they were soldiers, that made murder a venial of-

fenoe, cancelled the claims of divine obedience 1 1

To such as in humility plead their ixiabilitj) I

^ould saj, that iio man is so insignificent as not to

have some inflaence, not to foe entrusted with the

one talent, and the solemn responsibility of using

it rightly. To the wealthy, fashionable and great,

I would suggest, that influence descendg, that their

combination will be overwhelming, and as their

power—must be their responsibility. To such aa

are restrained by a lust for money or the world's

loud laugh, only let them respectively weigh against

their motives, offended Deity. The moral and re-

ligious principles of some men, it is true, do not

seem to be so clearly defined as to give plain, com-

prehensive views of duty, or they are too vague and

contracted, but still the ingenuity and facility of

man in discovering pretexts for doing wrong are no

where more remarkable than in the matter before us.

One will excuse himself, because he did not intend

personally to do mischief, his object w£^ simply to

make a living with little labor, and if tno object

could have been effected without injury to others, he

would have preferred it; and that, as such was

not the necessary result of his act, he is not respon-

sible. As if any instrumentality, thrown in between
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him and the perpetrator using liis agency could ex-

cuse- itj knowing the probable result. Can mi man

be so simple as to think Ood's justice can be cheat-

ed bj any hnman circmsiYention, or the interpositioE

of olbes* agency betweea him and crime, he knows

likely to follow his act ? Consequences have nothing

to do Yfith crime in ths eye of heavenj mart's lav?

looks to them, God in his sovereignty has simply

declared,, thou shalt do so or so, and the guilt con-

sists in violating his T^ili. We are told that the

giiiit of murder lies in the mental conception,

not a knowledge arid conviction of probable reisults

the same as a positive intention, directly and per-

sonaliyj to commit crime? I sell a highwaymao

a revolver, knowing that he designs it for marderoud

purposes, do I not virtuaiiy intend him to comiiail

mtirder ? Without tay revolvei* he could not mxis^

der. I did not int^d personally to murder, but I

intended to qualify the murderer to do so. Th0

only difference between us is in the degree of gailS,

the highwayman murders that he may violently rob

or gratify revenge. I sell him the instrument sim-

ply to make money, in a lawful way, but we have

both violated God's will, neither hag loved our neigh-

bor as ourselves, nor done anto him as we would have

had him do unto us,

I sell » grocer a pipe of brandy, knowing that he

keeps a resort for the drunken and dissolute to as-

semble, and I know that he purchases to put men



in a condifcioa leading to quarrol and murder. I

certamly, knowing tlieso conseq nonces, inteiid to eii-

abie the grocer to qualify these men to quai-rel and

murdcrf. Is my dollar any cleaner than his ? He
no more desires the evil effects than I do. All

he WfintSj like myself, is the gain. Certainly the

revolver and the brandy raay be used in an hundred

innocent ways, and we only can be guilty when we

know that they are designed to be used vi=!iouslj.

Some men's sense of guilt seems in proportion to

the number of links in the chain connecting them

with the crime. They would be shocked if brought

in immediate contact with murder, but feel no guilt

in having, by a chain of agencies, knowingly placed

another in the position to commit murder.

Thus, many a man, through a long life, has been

the active agent for great mischief, through his

talent, hie energy or his capital, delusively quieting

conscience by his never having desired nor person-

ally actually committed crime. Some will start with

the idea that a man is a free agent, and because in-

temperance is his own voluntary act, therefore, the

guilt and responsibility is exclusively his own for

abusing a thing in its6lf good. But we are as guilty

wh.<ia W6 aid a man to injure himself and family as

•when we aid him to injure others, for we are not

mftnifeBting our heaven-commanded love to Mm.
Yet many a dramseller has, with complacency, count-

ed over his day's iniquitous gains after his oustom-

4*



crs have. gone home to mar the little rcmaiairig

peace of hungry, suffering familieSj and retired to

iiis rnst fully justified by some such false views. As

well may a man level his gun, then turning away

his eyes, imagine himself guiltless of the conse-

quences.

Many estimable peoplfi, from their minds act

being drawn to the subject, do not, connect acta with

their respouaibility and cocsequcnoes. V^hen an

amiable, benevolent, christian lady is filling her beau-

tiful crystal decanter, little is she conscious that she

is indirectly encouraging and starting loathsome

drunkenness, or sho would, with horror, recoil from

the task. Yet. many a splendid youth can trace

his career up from the lowest degradation to the ele-

gant luxurious entertainments of hospitable friends.

There, countenanced by the presence and example

of the intellectual, and refined, and virtuous, he

first learned to drink brandy, and wine was only

genteel, that no danger lurked ia his first glasses,

pledged, perhaps, to honor some great good man,

or favored fair one, till, in the midst of flashes of

wit, joy, mirth and the smiles of beauty, for the

^rst time he retires, in polite -phrase, to distinguish

it from the vulgarity of pot-house vice, a little tight,
i

A few repetitions always excused, the dreadful habit

ia stealthily fixed, and then "farewell, a iong fare-

well, to honor, genius and glory."

Man, swayed by inclination or imagined self in»
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hisjusti ficatioa ir. the certainty, that if he does not

yend alcohol, that B will, and goes at the work of

dcmoraliaation with a smothered conscience, as if the

vioiatioii of God's •will can bo excused by another's

evil intentioT!, here, individual resportsib?Iitj is lost

sight of, and the effects confounded with the guilt.

It is not the consequences to the inebriatey which

constitute the guilt, it is simply because it is con-

trary to God's command to injure your neighbor ?

I see a pirate about to capture a ship
;

Trell, the

ship •will be captured any how, 1 may as well drive

off the pirate and take her myself ; but am I any

the less a pirate ? B tells us the distillery mil go

on any how, and I may as well have the benefit of

the wrong and slop my cows as others. Now the

right or the wrong of the matter consists in its de-

gree of conformity with the divine will : are you

hot, as an individual—and you cannot merge your

responsibility in the crowd—encouraging the great

source of crime, sorrow and ."uin? Remember, when
a man steals one dollar, he equally violates the com-

mand, thou shalt not steal, as when he steals a thou-

sand. The amount of your encouragement of wrong

has nothing to do with guilt m the eye of heaven,

it lies simply in disobedience. Suppose the slop

went to waste, would there be the same profits,

would there bo the same inducemonta to eroct other

distilleries? Could there be as much of the poison
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to liQ usedj or could it fee as easily rebelled, can you

with, an iionest face bear your testimony against

groggeries V Can you say to your neiglibor, you do

wrong as a diatiller, censure your son for drinking,

Trill they not latigh in yoni f&m and ask who buys

the disfcilier's slop? Were you. to associate with

all the purchasers of slop for cow and hog feeding,

and refuse to buy the slop, what an anaount of moral

inHfieace would you bring to bear upon intemperance.

Pray are you noi rasponsicle for this influence?

are you not encouraging the convorsion of the poor

man's staff of life into his poison? are you not

countenancing your fellow man in doing wrong

;

therefore injuring him and aiding him to injure

others. Then is not the purchase of distiller's slop

forbidden from on high ? Men, amuser* or gratified

with the present, or compromising with conscience

by a setDret determination one day to retire from the

business, "will not allow themselves to look at the

possible or even certain remote consequences. If

they would only reflect that conscience slighted,

lowers her. tone of remonstrance, that avidity for

gain gets Btrength from indulgence, and nothing

morally wrong canever in its remote consequences

be policy; alltiie toggeries on earth would be closed.

Stvery observing man has seen, and only because we

eaanot always see to the end, must ever see many m-
BtmcxB where the misery which the grog v«ader

tifftted upon othserfi, has recoiled with terrible force
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Bpoii himself or fanjily. Nor does it require any

special providence. It is the necessany result of

natural laws, indissolubly connecting wrong—doing

and {suffering from \Yliich there is no possibility ever

to oseape from familiar handlicg, or occasional drink-

ing to encourage others, lie becomes himself a

drunkard, or from the conscionsnegs of the folly

and blasphemy of external religion, whilat delibe-

rately, knowingly and habitually violating heaven's

command, be becomes gn'adaaliy wedded to the

i?o?ld, and at last an entirely rlienated insensible

reprobate. His wife and children, from his influ-

ence, bad company or bad example, slso fall into

folly, sin and intemperance.

One man will exclaim indignantly, shall I give

«p the pleasure of drinking, deny the social glass,

fsisbmit to th€^ privation of not prudently enjoying

•with friends, xny old wine and brandy, because

weak fools make beasts of themselves ? To such,

there m the simple reply: that is a question with

which the inorftlist has nothing to do. You
your Cxod, who in infinite wisdom has so constitu-

ted things, that you cannot thus prudently and in-

nocently enjoy your wine and brandy without in-

jury to your fellow creatures, forbidden positively

by him, must settle that question. I would suggest,

however, that possibly there may be sitting around

that parental board, where the social glass is circu-

lating, some weak one, in childish innocence, who
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becoming a Yic^m to pradent drijaking ?2iay bring

your graj hairs down with sorrow to the grave.

St. Paul, submitting his own will and incliBation

to divine sovereignty, declares, "if meat make my
brothex to offend, I will eat no flesh whilst the

world standeth." High souled, noble oaan I Con-

trast moderate drinker, sach generous conduct with

year own narrow souied course, with your selfish

enjoyment of yoar social glass ; contrast the feel-

ings of the christian philanthropist, and blnsh for

yx)ur opposition to our causor This man will tiium-

phantly assert: There was Mr. A never would

allow his sons to drink at home j was ever cen-

suring dr'ankenness. See hOw many of ,hi^ sons

becwe drunkards,, whereas, there was B whose

children had wine and brandy ever within their

reach, are all apw sober men. With regard to A,

the argument might have force, if we are sure that

this good Pile was not counteracted by the bad ex-

^fcmple of offering to visiters, if we are sure that his

fions in every other respect were trained in princi-

ples of virtue, were not elsewhere exposed to bad

infljaenc^s from neighbor B's son^ and others. A's

rule did not go to the bottom of the evil, his sons^

became drunkards, in spite of home influence . But,

did A the less do his duty V Because my son in after

life may become dishonest, am I the less bound to

impress the principles of rigid uprightne'ss ? Here

is individual duty and responsibility, irrespectively
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of others, overlooked. Witb regard to \Ye do

know tliat there is a conBtitutional indisposition

•with some to get drunk ; besides B's moral trait-

ing may have been able to counteract the indiscre-

tion of hia system. To such, I would say, bivo you

not encouraged the importer who supplies the dens

of vice ? Have you not, by example and influencej

encouraged others who may not, from constitutional

peculiarity cannot make the same discrete use of

alcohol ? Have you not at your own table, started

and nourished the propensity again and again, which

may end in blighted hopes ? There m an argument

against moderate drinking, which, unfortunately,

derives great force from the frequency of the oc-

currence. How often have we seen men when the

eurrent of life flowed smoothly on, enjoying among

their friend, without apprehension of coming troublcj

the social glass. But soon, the daring profligate

recklessnees in making haste to get rich, occasioHS

commercial shipwreck, then having no firmness of

Yirtttoua principle . to fall back upon, having lain up

above no treasures of comfort or consolation, in ut-

ter desperation and ruin, rush to the bottle, hoping

delusively, ''with the sweet oblivious antidote to

purge the stufi'ed bosom of that perilous stuif which

weighs npon the heart," till, with fortune, has also

been engulphed health, character and peace for-

ever. But the cold flinty heart of trade, fashion

or pleasure has no sympathy for aueh.
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Is all tMs no ofTse? to the vsocial glass ? But if

not eiiougli, I prajr you look liround, . gatlier into

one sad group the tliousands upon thousands of

miserable men ar.d wetched families, the murders

and other nuiabftriess crimes from alcohol, and then

reflect, from prudent drinkers who ^ield the moral

and poiiticai infiuence, all this marjS of wisery pro-

ceeds. Coiild all the wretched, broken-hearted

women, ragged vicious children, all the murdere,

thefts, suicideSj insaaitiesj conflagrationsj ehipwrecks

and sorrows it has caujsed for the last twenty years,

he presented in one view, overwhelmed with emotion,

you must exclaim, what a dreadful sacrifice to this

Moloch I Can jmy i3uan arise from such a reflec-

tion, pretending to one particle of kindness to man,

pratriptism, reverence and reaponsibiUty to God,

and oppose the temperance cause, even to enjoy

the social glass ? Can any man duly feeling himself

a probationist on oa?th, responsible hereafter, with-

out anxiety^ countenance -or support, in any way, so

fraitfiil a source of crime and misery ?

Many selfish men, of hard natures, indifferent to

public mischief, harshly judge the inebriate, refuse

sympathy and a trifling eacrifice,, from the consid-

er«tion that the trouble is t^e Tesitlt of willful in-

dividual folly at any tinae to be restrained. But

thoy do a cruel bjustice m making theii* own natu-

ral conetittttional protection, unsubdued health, pros-

perity, happy tmriiir:|^s sirengich of mind and firee^
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dom from habit's tyranny, a starukrd by wMcli to

pdge the poor inebriate. But m truth there is co

more common mistake among men m religioB, and

iili matters, than to make their own views and feel-

ings a standard by which to judge others. Many
a poor man^ abandoned by the support and sym-

pathy of frieods, uncared for by legislatioflj which

should have taken him out of his own hands, has

bitterly wept over his folly and helplessaesa, des-

pairingly sunk into a drunkard's grave.

Many, mth a hateful coldness, averting the eye

from all its crirae and misery, will oppose legisia-

tim, simply upon the ground of a political abstrac-

tion, for they cannot have the hardihood to assert

that there would be really any danger to our politi-

cal institutions from legislating upon the subject.

They will tell you, that any law suppressing the

trade would be an invasion' of the citizen's inalien-

able rights. This may, perhaps, serve tho purposes

of the grog seller, or the demagogue, but how any
thinking man, wishing to restrain this frightful

evil, can see this invasion in suppression of grog-

geries, great and small, and not see it in a prohi-

bition to carry fire arms, getting up a splendid

saloon for smoking opium, or gambling, I cannot

perceive. Surely npon the principle that society-

has an inherent^ right to self-protection and self-

preservation, we have only to show any trade to he

a nuisance, an injury to the public, threatening its

6
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'peace and saiity, and we necessarily place it under

the jtirisdictioB of lavr. We have rights as individ-

mhy and rights as citizens, the good of mankind re-

quireSj when they conflict, for the former to be subor-

dinate. If a man eats and drinks, or does any thing.

Q'm exclusively to his own individual icjary, so long

as ho is 8an(?j we have no right to legisslate for tpai, be«

cause he haa not, bo far, surrendered up his natural

rights to society, nor, for the same reason, have we

any right to interfere with his opinions and con-

science, so long as he keeps them to himeelf, or their

indulgence does not interfere with the inalienable

rights of others, or the paramount righto and happi-

ness of the community ; without this concession, hu-

njan society could not exist.

Well, then, does the unrestrained commerce in

alcohol conilict with the good of society, or with its

right to protect itself and preserve its existence ?

Let the crime and misery it produces answer. Can

.

the community have a right to counteract and punish [

the consequences of intemperance and have no con-

stitutional right to dry up its source ? Shall people

bo taxed, Mr. Rumseller, for your bfenefitj to support,

a police, alms houses, «fec."and have no right to con-

trol this tax? la it not gross tyranny to. tax a

man's labor and allow him no right to r<?3traiR and

regulate the tax? If a man has an inalienable

right to get drunk, and, place himself in a sitaatioB;

to commit murder, I contend, neoessafily, he is,
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wliett 'drank, above all law, an irresponsible being,

s&i in the sight of human law, guiltless of murder.

When the individual states, for mutual advantage,

gmrendeped a part of their sovereignty to the unioR,

*he regulation of trade and national improvectents,

the free ingress and egresa within" their borders to

«yery citizen of the republic, isurely it never was

designed to be construed into the surrender of

the right to protect the morals, safety and hap-

piness of tho individual states from any commerce

violating either. Our federal and state constitu-

tions were designed as a wholesome check upon

legislation, to (Refine our rights and pioserve them

jSrom tyranny, not by overstraining their authority

to take from society the inherent right of self-pro-

tection. It is an outrage upon common sense to

say, that a community may be exposed to crime,

burthen, tax upon their labor, anxiety for their

persons and property, to anguisih of mind for hus-

bands, wives and children made drunkards, and

not have the moral and political right to legislate

against tho source of the evil. Although I would

defend the constitutionality of a Maine liquor law,

and at a proper time its wisdom, I would urge de-

lay till a ripened public opinion shows that period

arrived, for all legislation in advance of public sen-

timent is worse than idle. There will ever he miprin-

ijipled, selfish demagogues to avail of every exciting

Mibjeet to inflame, pervert, and mislead the public
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mind. Lei mfem see that you ar« wise, xdnelj consist-

enfe, just, add really desiring their prosperity, and

tHoy will liatou to reason. But the moment you make

use of a small numerical power, undertake to force

your views afad measures, feeling tiieir natural right;,

to opijiiong, and to be controlled only by reason, view-

ing every ftttampfc at coercion as republican tyranny,

are easily aroused to resistance. Therefore^' let

your aim rather be to prepare the public mind for

legislation by calmly convincing the understanding,

of the wisdom of your course, making all men who

have mj conscience or self-respect, afraid or asham-

ed of further opposition.

The opposition upon commercial grounds, wheth-

er regarded in its plausibility, numerical or moral

force, is a very serio'is matter, but if tested bj the

gospel rule of right and wrong, can never be justifi-

ed. Does the traffic morally and physically pro-

mote the good of mankind? are its tendencies to

impede the Kedeemer's kingdom? The simple,

truthful answer settles the matter.

Man, though the creature more or less of cir-

cumstances, is ever true to his nature, however his

pride, his selfishness, his cupidity, his ambition, or

his vanity may be concealed from himself, under a

various disguise, to a close observer cannot be

concealed, and to put Mm right, the disguise must

be stripped. In the case before us, I would sug-

gest to every honest minded, deluded opponent, to



45

«xa3»m0 if some improper feeling is not at the bofc-

iom imder thfe game of a seuse of dufcj to family,

public spiritj jealousy for hiimaa right, patriotism,

or some other plausible motive.

.When Li\'erpool and Bristol, so deeply staiued

•with the shame of tralHc in human blood, were

aroused to protect the slave trade by the efforts for

its suppression, blinded by the habitual practice of

mong aoD,d eagerness for gain, sustained by the

crowd of example, strt ngely unconscious of shame,

they poured into parliament remonstrance after re-

monstrance. The millions to be lost from the trade

were coldly weighed against a most atrocious com-

merce, and we have now a similar case of men, in the

commercial opposition to the temperance cause,

blinded to what is palpably wrong by habit's law,

cupidiiiy or false views of expediency—as, ifany trade

80 plainly fraught with evil, so clearly wrong and sin-

ful, could be justifiable because gainful, as if the

same argument would not justify privateering or

any other mode of becoming rich.

That the temperance cause finds among its oppo-

nents many good and conscientious men, I freely

admit, so did the ^lave trade find among its advo-

cates a Newton and a Whitfield, but it only shows

that good men cannot always see what is right, or

it is among the anomalies which mark the frailty

and inconsistency of our race.

Often, too, countenanced and supported in wrong
5*
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by otlj^rs whose superior judgment wo feel, our ia-

difi^apUty' merged ia the crowd> we shamelessly

do wrong. The fashion of the thing maj sustain

OS ia respectability, may lull conscience to sleep,

but wrong is immutably wrong, and men, removed

from the systaiuiisg influence of the crowd, must be

judged, stand or fall indiYidually hereafter. The

mind, however well disposed, cannot always per-

ceive or receive truths IrVhy wa3 it that the most

powerful eloquence, the most melting strains of

poetry, the strongest appeals to justice, humanity

and religious principle, struggled in vain, so many
years, with the nation most advanced in civilisation

against an egregiously wicked commerce? Why
is 'it that in Bristol and Liverpool, among the sons

of men engaged actively In the slave trade, no one

vyduipg his standing can be found, now, to justify

the trade ? Are they intrinsically in other points

better than their fathers ? The fact is, the causes

ivhich secretly deluded and blinded the fathers, no

longer operate upon the sons. Eeasoniug, correct-

ly enough, from false assumptions, or through igno-

r&ace, or deceived by ambition, pride, li|st for wealth,

revenge or party spirit, we cannot see the righi

course. It would seem to be a law of oui* nature

that truth wilfully rejected, the real motive per-

versely coverlid over by some fiecret feeling, gradu-

ally retiring out of sight, is only dimly seen, till at

last judicial bliBidn^ss takes possession. . In such
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cages the truth becomes ae invisible aa fche sun from

an itttervefting cloud.

Our own individual history, and the bistor^^ of

nations, furnisbes abandant instances, illustrative

of this position. In looking back upon tbe palpa-

ble inoonsisteiaciea and foilj of others, aa vrell aa

ourselves, we are amaaed. We cannot, at first, see

how a mind like Luther's, so honest, so avajiicious

for truth, waa ao long disabusing itself of popery.

But Luther, reasoning firom a false assumption and

not thinking of looking back of it, could not at first

see the falsity of poptry. Who C8.nnot now see the

wickedacss of the slave trade, the unwise courso of

England with her colonies, in not listening to reason

aud jxistice, her folly in plunging into the horrors of

war, by meddling with the domestic concerns of

France ? The fact is to us, in all these cases, the

intervening cloud has passed away. The men of

those days were as honest aa we and many far better

and wi?4er menc Kb doubt many, now opposed to the

cause of temperance, will condemn with unmeasur-

ed censure the slave trade, and as many engagtd

in the slave trade then, would have as zealously

austained our cause. At this moment, under some

delusive unacknowledged influence, many good men
eunn&t see the wrong of E^uataining slavery, nor the

general vise of alcohol; but ^he time will <5ome

when the posterity of fcl^eaQ opponents wUl look

vii^ the jsame ipLs^ement upon their conduct as
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the peopio of Liyerpool and ,Bristol now lonk upon

tiie conduct of their fathers. Truth, however ob-

scured from man's yiew bj human pasaions or igno-

rance, vrith th0 subsidence, of the oausea of its ob-

scuration, must be seen, for unaffected by the fluc-

tuations and infirmitJ of human opinions, it stands in

the moral firmament the same forever. To enlight-

en ip.en to what is duty, we must kindly disencumber

and arouse the moral sense to discriminate right

and Wrong, we' must gently lead them back to ex-

amine faithfully the foundations upon which they

stand, we must remove the interYesing cloud, what-

ever its nature.

There ai'e men who would have you believe they

Bee in a Maine liquor law a most dangerous prece-
'
dent, the embryo of a gigantic tyranny ; as if any-

thing short of national viciousness could overturn

our liberty,- and what, let me ask, more conducive

to that condition than the free use of alcohol ? Pray,

was it Cesar's ambition, or Rome's corruption and

sensuality, which caused the downfall of the temple

of liberty ? This argument is so superlatively ridic-

ulous as hardly to require notice, but to be ridiculed

and shamed out of the world. Hard pressed for

arguments, we have been triumphantly told, that

money promotes idleness and crime, as well as

alcohol, and upon the same principle you should

suppress both. But the eases surely are not par-

allel, the suppression of the one is an impractica-
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suppress it« use woxild injijure and break up societyj

defeat the very ofejeot in the other case. Society

claims the right to suppresSj upon the principle of

gelf-proteotipn, and self-preservation, because im-

perafcirely demanded by the public good, and in

harmony with the divine irsjunetion to spread the

Bedeomer's kingdom, and promote human happi-

ness. Show us that a Maine liquor law will injure

or ruin society, and we will admit the parallel. We
are asked, will you make man moral by law No more

aothan when we pass laws prohibiting Sabbath des-

ecration, gambling, or for the suppression of crime.

Indolent or indisposed for personal sacrifice, men
have an eaay way of excusing their negligence of .

all effort. They at -once, without trying, conclude

that all systematic exertion is useless, that the evil

must correct itself. But suppose its extermination

impracticable, is there not a vast diiference between

restraining a wild horse andmadly throwing the reins

upon his neck ? Neither do your laws prevent mur-

der, will you then repeal your criminal law? The
assertion that the evil cannot be materially reduced,

involves the' absurdity that an effect can exist with-

out a causOu Surely, if men do not engage in the

manufacture, it will in that proportion not be made

;

if the ship owners band together and say we will

not import brandy, it cannot come; if the rail

roads, canals and steamboats refuse to transport

whiskey, the corn must remain to fatten hogs.
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tisfa^ortfttioja I da not say ; bttt I do- asseirt, that

if^ sober capitalists moral aad political in£a-

one* would eaiabiii© ia every way, not to encourage,

bui to impede tk& iHiaiiufacture aad circuktioii, and

society wo^jld frown upon its common use, thi^ tke

QXii wo»Id be Tastiy rednced. see whole nations

indnlging in opium, till it has reached an appalling

eistontj why so ? Opinm mast ba?« apowerfnlat-

trastioR for human nr^ture, but if the cupidity of

laerchants did not transport it, ho-^' WG?aId remote

people obtain it? Indulged in within the bounds of

reason it might bo as safely used aa tobacco, bat

•vr« know such m never the fact, and only becaiise

, alcoholio drinlss, by so yast a portion of the human
family, cannot be reasonably used from their con-

stitution, do we bppose its general use, as a duty ?

Why are we not a nation of opium chewers and

smokers, ,are we not as men as much disposed for

its use, by nature, as the Chinese? Simply, because I!

the laws of habit and fashion have not made us so.

Think you if the wealthy and fashionable were to

introduce the opium pip© into their splendid enter-

tainments, wo would not soon have elegantly arrang-

ed saloons and subterranean dona for smoking au^

chewing opium all over our land V If thai commu-

nity can prevent the introduction of opium, as a

national indulgence, why can it not 3up|>ress the

use of alcohol? How soon wenld such an opium
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^tsMkhmevxt he pronosanced a nuisance ana pat

down hj law, without our hearing the crj of tjraa-

uy ,<iad xinconstitutional ? '
.

We are told that it is isnfair to argue against the

use, from t|i0 abase of a good thing. Now it be-

hf?ove8 oar oppoaents to show that comparing its

benefits with its injuryj that alcohol as a beverage

ifl ft good thing.

Licensing groggeries by legalizing wrong is de-

moralising. Ignorant, thoughtless people, or those

not having their principles very clearly delSned,

^ confound moral with legal right. They presume

thtii whatever the law sanctions must be nght and

pople will therefore shamelessly patroniz^ grog-

l^ries, delusively calling themselves innoceiat.

It is not because mankind are inherentljr.yicious,

indifferent to human suffering, or willfully and ma-

liciously allow a great moral evil to exist, because

in other iustanctjs the very men opposing the tem-

\:|>f?ra,nce caTise will do acts of benevolence and en-

joy the consoio^ssneas of duty diseharged. See, when

the novelty and frightfully concentrated magnitude

of any distress wakes up the public feeling, how

the whole community is simultaneously moved with

emotioay press forward to sympathise and benevolent

Wort. Why that general burst of iridignatioii up-

on the heauJ of .» timid captain flying from the re-

lieiO of his fellow men ? Why all thai distress at a

jbtia sea disasteir, all that enthiBiaatic admiration for
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SeI of 3«lf^ jeopardising property and life, toiled

aight nni day ? Why ail this ? Aad isen cannot

equally sen the imperatiye obligafcion to save oilier

s

from the tenfold greater mlsoritg of intfiTaperaace ?

Tha very r«ca 'wbo latfJyv ;:m<lr<r » noble iiapttlgej

gaTO 30 genex'oiisly to relieve distrcsSj and reward

pliilaiitliTopy., o.njo'/mg tlie oonckvasaeBS of h good

4eodj in self-grAtii,iktio;fl iava passed oxij a.t hyine

and abroad, by their seiapitK-l, their eaterpriBo, thei?

trade aatl tiscir liabits,, t«.> fadlitate fh.o ruin of

tliOTlSHUlbu

Although llic grcf-at. levesied olsject; of aian'g cre-

atioB, is to prepare foi* an ever durlog existence

l>erea.fter ; in kindness tliis yeaidence \m.» been mad«

soBceptible of enjoyment, but xaen stupidly or wick-

edly reckless, refusing to ecarch for the diyine will

•wi:ei.'6 alOTO it can be fotirsd, imagine that the great

biisinesa of life h simpliy, selfishly md sensually to

CBjoy 'heayca's biesisiiigs ; KenoQ; so .maisy tbonght"

hm men, passing ""sitfe. ft friSyM /elooiiy to that';

gr08t and tai.?ibld day, make pleasure, or its tribu-

tiwiejj the gre&t concera if life .and at last hy a coa--.

stitiatioDa] necessity, actjuire a lamental'le msensi'

bilitj and even deiad,a«jw to kemm'& wll atid the

eviffem£* of others.

When a mm grosi^Jj Tioktes pmdoaoo in ordi*
'-

iwy maties'fiS, indignantly call Mm » fool What

'

jMsgeu^g© caa expi-eaa Me felly, who, when a ratiouiiJ,;



but vain presumptuous man •will level himcelf with

tlie hrate, over v^iiom lie lords it, disregard bis

Ugh. rektioB and responsibilitj to Jehoyah, and ne-

glects liis creatures, wliom he is commanded to care

for? The truth seems to be, that man, more or

-less an inipulsive, selfish being, delueivelj imagia-

mg liimselfj COBsequent upon prosperity, world-

ly abfiorption and neglect of Holy Writ, secure

iii sorcQ Snag harbor of life, has his equanimity

only Blx^btly dist'jrbed by the ordinary familiar

troubles of otIierSj but when aroused by som^e ter-

; rlfiCy overvrlielming calamity, the surges of strong

emotion st^rt his moorings. He feels hirajtelf & frail,

d^pendsBt being, liable to aflaiction and punishment,

wakes up to the vayjitj of his most ardent pursuits,

to thiS sufferings of Im fallow man, conscious res-

jponsibility and ihe immeasurable power of omnip-

; istence. All BQlfmh ealoulations are suspended in

rihe horrors of the moifcent, irrepressible feelings of

ffeaderziess for man and reyorence for the soyereign-

it? of Godj hurry him on to i?ieir strongest expros-

''i0m. But, ever and anon there comes floating by,

* a tco familiar object, the loathsome body of some

:7§<m inebriate. There arises a gentle s-^ell of feel-

Ibg, but almost simultaneciisly repressed by tb© yo>

^^Isctiou—-it is all his own foliy; surely, neither I
' tior mlm cm ever eink so low, and the wreck of

»sfi^iiy a blighted hope ; the ocoe^iion of many a deep

ii«%hj, with its cause sweeps by, to be thought of no



.ia<»re, so min a.S'at^d&^lj rejecting txiaji, airn|

.oMigatioii to serve • Ms feiimy mmi all"

c-wmaiances -yf: con-ow, iiTespoctiTelj 'ofUle "'enii?^

•tihat obedience isimply lias to do ^itlioar'autj

dMmat^; dostlay, F&gardleBs^of ^ay dssh's folly

gaStj th&f-feelin-g and sympatliy m^. fj^erSj-ii^^

.«yer 'gr&to£# .to ' oiirselvesj or sEteem^d bl^'otlis^l

iflierej bas B;otMtj| to do'; tfest tSe- perlormaace'^

.otiS' duty does not relieye ^'from the ' oBBgatioiiJ

.;S.iiotli8i% that t)i0 pmciple .-of ,Ql?edien#e, :as 3t(

,ly. and equally e^^acts kind eonsidesation for

?)eriBliiag 'bj4li0 slot? progress of istempera&ee s

i for iiundresds : congregatfid;m tlie -misery of -nU^

vWeskj to neglect feim^ for Ms" &mfvd indnig'en

•wi)'*xid be to. pmiisli an^ .lio 'lisiir tie px!SFOga#ye'.i

'..:fke'.et«xnai Jadgs»-,
^' -'^

^ -

' "•; 1|

;-Hea?sE.*3r immniaiidis is' .mscii" TioMed wisa;-^

»^leet tKe one guii^ of ins own mfey as iflien^
®i^leet the many for wliOj of tke ctowd, isiio

do"9m in a ship as :;slalesa ?ii 0od'3 eye? We lai

besfcow our gmetosity and gympati^y Jipoa sli^

..m-scked Ii'fl^6^is-y':i;admimster- fiell-g::stnia<aon ^
mentori<ms c^ndnet, tliere mH fltiU standi

.steady, saeni:^ rebnke, oar daily ' iv:«r#ei!ag''nna^

^€*g&d d«btt6snatcli Goti's Qv^Mmm fromi^ie^

ofmi<mp^T&m&, -
' v;^" :-

^ ^< iBssmly tMs incoBsistea^ snisst'Be iisferredi^fc^i

ifacl;j-;^l*st-m«n; ^o iiofc- realm, in -aH' its Vtel



VSr^j! feigliiM fea(-.x;x-<?'jj, thh great, imtional ovil, • .Jsi-

St^'Sxlj- i^ieiS;? of carelfJSi^Ij ?\of.ici»g. 'or a-Yoidisg.- tlie

>g3|jfec<^j3i3mbBi3ig"\-it ?i!>ffiStfe.TBg- prxifiMIy nn-

,§?li:.fei?Ii^ig0,{AEd euergetie sotioa, fej ds^elEng -apoa

,'i}#^.s«-bj6c!;j,TiewIi£g it aad-.-cjOJitsiiapkting it iu^ aill

;,Mps to cone§r!it?ateia <)|ie gre^ma^s.of Esaksj^jj

'P^,;«0B3e(|U8ttce3 of iiiteinporaiiee. M the ;eo3:i'3

%f'Qip^ wretoli&d
,

iQebnq.t6;^^^^j:® T'^^^ ovei-toiled

il^eR ^lieatrtfil, •wifei pale/ iemaci§ted.:&rcflii laJjo^j^

|^;8?i€$3^mg eMIdbceE aad a bloated minds waal^lj, ,,

|^g;r. Tiptimj>f atcpiio^ cannot mo^
.2n,',imsgia^ti^^^ mto . oa^;'

^ilirf^^miiv all vth^ tears .it hiia:,:Slied-5r4ntc^-on&. •

^i^rsitiJJwail of^iof aU th^ sighs of its ferokeii:

|f|i^.l||^9^^j^iyt^^ Oiir_ ooao^?jj-b^e(3®!es

,

^3|^e isppei^ -srallis of ^e. A gea$lenia% as ogpjQSr

fcfcj servea, prompted per1iapS:Jby ;£Ee paltry^

J^;:^tqc^ jof
, ,^)^:a^d' bmi^f^, ^!nM Um$^

^|;'t|ok ,^go, y^^ri^ty.^d.eQ^i-
,

$lse vintage tlva,.
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looftlit/j Ihe importer J
flia ji|xip,,ti>,ti year me ill most-''*'

carefukf registered, .After'"Bn'^_ jears sao?e^'-';

"ropBsQ trfiey are c;>iefiiliy ''drawn oS*'to gra^e^'tlie'feg-'^^

• tire board, €>mb. mth its biographic label, Tlien?^;.;

oomes^'tbio very, gme '"business/ of/^iscni^hig foyfjj

liours, 3\oi auy great poIitiGa^;m«ii8Ttre myolvmg.t^^

interests of tho-uBsnds/m topic science <>X' Htei'f^i

afcare. km l)est tli^^ir incy^vi&al Happiness, or thaSSj

of ffiankind may bs proffiohxl; but, sliaK I say it^|

tc digengs aimplyj tlie vrsialitT of the tone. Uader-i

all; tiie &d?antageB 'ivMch ice, the ncfest ciot -^nd^l

M^Mj palislied glass can give, the wiae ^omes £>rt!i||

a solemn silence reignSj its pmro transparency, its-f.

rich color are admired^ tKoii mtL' a serioKS espreB-'l;

isiott of tlie 'Strongest cdscentratioa- o;^ Hiicd andi

aervons 'Sensibilitjrj the glass is dlowiy passed andef;^

the j'i%meBtdpf ths oiBietorieSj then as eaatipiisly v

tasited^ thia repoate/1 a few times, the .wine receiyes- :

tke vastly iSaportant decision, is tossedW to gite, :

.ifay'to^iantothey, aad/so <s^'iM bottle ato bott!^

passes the S«>U^ -D, drdeaL and immortals made aftfii^l

the image, of God, tra,?e]iag with the fi^etness op
the ligHtaiag's flash, to gite aa accoont of tis^

dee.ds of- -that' day, arise'' from 'the. 'prostitution^

manhood, none the hatter a'^d lome far the wor^^
for '^the/dd 'wine.

'

'

•'.•-•^.j- '-'-S

\Fai*0iitai example, ^oincidmg 'sfitl mclihatiofij

- s1»#/mth^the ;^dtiiig,''and'%heli''-tMsT^t

arice is attached to theise iiqiiors by a parent Mifl



5T

)jk gray-ltah'ed gitaat^,, can smj tiling be more nat-

V tkan ,
t.'ijiit. tlid joiing sbottid do

.
tife satrie

„ ,
joasittQf .^..-sfJ'iinoisaetii'sMp la -'wise, as svideriGe

geateex ifi-eeding;^ acqKii'e for wiitto a Mgh relisli

v and yaJiie, an unconquerftMe desjxe to. lose no op-

iJclortanity to drink that wiiich !it tlia parefiital l)6ard,

vi'fo has seen so important? Who cannot see from

fl^ofl a training an easy transition tQ irrecoteiable

l^^ee?
.' '

'
--

'
-

"

\; . \

'
. We are positiyelj eommunded 'to study Humane

"happiness, to promolG the Redeemer's ^kingdom. .1

;0s«sert tliat the encouragemerit of aloohplio drinis,

T^TpHetSer in trade, at homti, oi? abrpad, ciesrlyj de-

\[ sidedly. greatly tends to tise and misery, and'there-

:; fo.rej yioktes, with, all its ainfal conseq[a6nces, the ;

f^^fiR of jebovab. If aisy parent deniejs tSes^ Jirem-

|%es, to argue with hnn is fbliy, bat I Beseech hiib,

I
as He fia^ea for his children, his oyfb. peaoe on earth

or heaven's approbation, that he weigh Veil the de-

cigion. If he admits the preiajses, the:^ X Ap|ieal

to him as a soiemsly rgspohsibSsyprob&tipx^

g?parent and as a ci^ian, not in any wa^ to promote

frighKuI evil./ If he does, his will be /i' traitor

1^ bis d6raif:ry, an enemy to hia children j^nd an' of-

^llstder to Mg God. Gentlemen may gr^itil^ mcli- .

piatioa, delude themselves With the idea i^iait if they

|i|ll throw op€sn their mne vaults io make liotde

|it^attrficitiv©5 that if thff^^

Ij^f^^ 2^^0*1;, whi&re^^^^^^^ r^m^meat ex^iiade



Ya|^^feir.,pieB, th?fet^%ey will k^e.^), VQafeli;fi*om- low i^Sv:

'

tilie tbou^aada of psomisiag yoiifchj jfea$e|'

ge»|ai£3r-aa4^^ now. trftYelhj|;,tp.T^

o x|mreji|thei^^ I
;^ Did th8j;firaifli^j|m ata^jfer^

rai^d^,? Kave they ^t, from ^ckiMlibO]^. !?^©^^

MC tWiliaj. m^ it tmder the parottfcal reonS
|||ak y^ii th^iife pospiM(> to epngregate |a gondii

tg^ T^sorfs the old debaujjhee, the
;
Idle, the dlsso-ij

iUt^j^'t^e '''if all ages and- de^^e^ Mt;?^P
bj' torlsaptratioji Vfili not tlirdw off a feaiHSlj

.yo^k"3^wa: thithe|;%^&"^nta|ty'oi

ihMij

.

^mil-iS. lad, .furely ' Ta|^d;^' r?ritl!^.itie^

^ll^ore apd confidence:, steal .iaio some d'£ir)c\,j^^|

i6 t#e;his glas;?- amidst coarsene8s'and,-pdgaFit^.:^

h^- yip-ifai^ np jrour marl la steps, Whjere.jmpi^^t^fS

B^j^ js th^ badge of gerifcilitj I ^Evcmds^^m^-^i^
'BPt Tespilj.-to t|i9' ot:bor w.ili/lie- nfDt'hiJra^^^^

tWo, iE.^e' company of eh© elile^i^fc^^keli^'gi^^

^0 be genteel; or fi^iosaJbiej-piji^l^
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^^ore mpotjWj do its work of deatb.; I pm^:

deceive^^ Qod is not; mocked,
^|^^0r s,:ija^;s0^etb, that ^hall jh|:rea§."-^ y^j^l

^ iBMen3©-,>7 Cp8ti "Will

^#LO^r?, Iip:^©^^:^ over sons -wanderiiig

blei^ing p«re and gc(9d.

IS^'^3e^^:Jbayei;.?io to' your prayer? -

lif###% M'c, prsyeJSrhay^ been o^I|f.„^oleimi,

i^t?ip forjoubs^re^o^ aKs^afroinyofefei^

.
^:1§if#J^Qa: iadireojiy,-% esaisj)I©"a»^l§a^.^'

P#^"^>fe',to of -iiearen's; ooinmaE^' afe-^-;^^

^fetertamments, to preparo and start? %x£^~:

^fds perdition. Are we not %ol§, np imxiW
^sliaH.eirer^QDter into the, ^ngdoja^ofiieft|^Eti

'

fB jndg&d hj the standard.of HoljJ?r^^^^|],^
e^sies of tkose who make tbe drankard ? Alas !

^'Wos imto him that givetk Ms liiaighhor istrong dr|n|c,



tijatputtetli tlie WttletoMm a^draisfckeih Mm dtmihig

mfr mA^ ag^K.> "wo© ?mto him hy wiiom oSesce^^l

aiaeries ofyottt follow men; y^i p<jiisheti gen<;lo»a«i!p

3ini r<jfiaj8(i ladies, ywliOi, with tliouglitless or selfisil

mdiSeEence 4o tke sftrroivs of otkers daring dia*^^

;regaiC^ Itesfen's- Mil, cm: v .• v\aie8'the mo of al^f

eoHolio drinks, I pt-aj jo-;. . me storiaj tnnte?|

Digbij wbea the tojapea^j b 'ruling for a

mom& yovis own snug^ comfortarbie dwelling, ^

sympathy for ail ani^teated niture, with i» .^^rateftitl

iajBiise.o£ yotir own blessings, that fjtm will, in iaiagl

iaatioa, call up before' you tihe 4!8stitutfe 's^tchetil

hosis of poor inebriate, la::aself, perhaps, ftoM

gbom,*' theB^belwLl the^^m^ snd her nak^M?!
tie ones, CK)Mi hnngiy"Md smvei^lf ^^^o^

dyiijg embersji ths te&rs <5f saffeiriag j&

^ iJie^^fittlronej^pfiipi^

000^ Otf y<^ jb^coise

of ii^tt «5om)iw Iferife&en mote^ ! Soyelj'if iJieiearll

hafdremng, son^eoEteactm gain, or selff

iah de?otioir to the f&shionis of the world, has no^]

p»lsie3 your aiorsd sei&e, left any^^C^ of nStwl
in your Bejirt% you mxist at lesst sease oppoafeii^:



lICTUSi OS SM:YSlf.

Ilil^^of^Provi^pce, under i^i^d^|' seas©^.c^^t^m-

ike greafc calamitous eyez^ and jetiE)liktitms ?f

:

jayid, will ae tengtlieaed' in Ms faitb, ^kma cosa-'

^i&i ia -th<^^reSe<)tiotij^ l3iat^ a' great:;^rrii^aig'•

i^lferi^^^ jsVer seen briiigw^ good ont 'df e?il /fcb

ia tk^ darkest periodi Q? hi* Hstoryj isaii^g,

^aiigfi the mstriimeRtalifrf of msn, liiap^ff^^

t?iofeedn:es8, erer res^t in Imfflan adv^aaeementr

|t^av© w« not seen the sword sent Ibst^ 1^ c<3iai-

piaK»al cixpid^ the i^oneer Ibr dferi^ttolgr?^

Stoco,,ijidiaanf JD^^ not '^th^ '^overjniliiig^

'

lag issE^ remar|:a]bly visible in ^8 htstffii^ o^

iqair*^ery^ Behold teica, a dark spot%on

:

^^fe<je'<:^1?ar-gM)fe -then'aiee,'strsng%'"es<^^

.

ihe 1^ %nng up in the mihd^ a henefoiei^

§riest,1bT its ultimate redemptivj^Mm het^enish

^i^arity, in th^ suggestioR ofliie^at^ tri^ Bea

iie^ i^'^ '^^^^^^^'^^ irbtei hi? nsti# landf

l^ioraid; and deeded; retei a <sm^ ^Cien a

^iristian, a&an. See commerciifi avidifj' d mesy

fiftconseioiis of guilt, intd^ the ^affic, iike natiK

Sal sense of the wong, abated hy tbeeoasid^ption



that th^j weife Efakmg a better provision foy the '

prisoaer of
^

.a^ad o tmf!|!|?- ,^^n4 vitta^lle^ tlie

gliag 71 vain for manj;
j^.

mth a great 6ii%l]i-:-

^'^atljr^^JK^ this. y&de&^ apd

'

[0 'Mc^^f^: feo^tlfe

H|(^^pQ4|'td;. Ood^^a^ man, sablim^ljrjit^

aa^;:ai>ii#y-^.:,pltol; s^-.,jpiiea»;:|!0l<^ii^^^^ tB«^c;

=lit^;dea]|^s«^ c&iony^ t^ ]^



;)<?#Br:fiayk and. gloomy, all is to imman, bj«3, mm
'0mmt::m^^, immpiKi^ttv: ;See,|sl5iaei^

l^jK^'li^r liateful,-.iiigiane,''aiid fox her^t&ttn^id cb-

§P«i<3*5
;i^^otent .^Bead-to. excite ^ the - iQm md- ^essjst-

ifpefit of iJb:e'slaW states,, to euaei; -stiiogeat i«we to

lllsiys off i'ke free JbiaofeSj aiid simui^eoytsly see the

i0M-0ikes hj Jegislatiooi; or individttaf j^arsli35«ss,

l^ct of jiMce^ ^^cjoaUty imd bsppiiiete^ tiie^:^0 to

^ps?^^^^ wiB^fearned; ©lie, hEve psodyfied.^

f^j&e isssMtj batr? m^405^m^ hlrinimutaible

p«^db.^tMiW«;;:^:;;:_::;-' -r-

f€ skverV, ifeMi^ siipported ^&4,^i^^ied
j

piider\»E eircumataiises, hj distmg?ii^d cit^iep,

pitaadsjptt pKOBttiiiBiitly befote the worHj ak^som tix

P^€t;oibBt Mta^ordi^ mconi^teasej,

pef th© coHiiSon cf Ijp^e&e iikh. thesary, i^^-ljOfast-

f^:^l pro^ai^oE of feh© grefirt |in»dpJesi9f ijhdsd

J^eEevolenee md. devotibn to the ri^ghts of mm.

IfiaeffvMeFgedln seisstf^fcy,i^(^d deSes^d, and aomk-

|8Sfflaacet^#fessMlsutl<^irres|ise0^ necessity

'M; iUeif Mghi; h ikt-'a seiisti^ .of -wonde*^ :hat
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fiiore than &il tkat; holj mch^ **gi';ii)g scriptare ftit:

the deed," ebould opeiily austain and Justify a gmr
politieal evil at Tariaiice witk ev^ry priscipie

Christianity, is mdeed am&zjng. That all the wj/Kv

edness of mea, whidh, as probationi&tSj they Are .

neoessayily at liberty to commit, God 'Sfill ov^'.rak

forth© jFartherance of his objecs in ereating ma%
that is to b<JCome a voluntary denizen of heaven |
that, notwithstanding his wisdom and mercy, in thf|

events and conditions of this world, may not alway^^

be «)omprehensible, I cannot allow myself to do^jibtf

tha*? ihe tendency of all he allows, is for the iilti*;

mate good of mankind. May we not account foifl

this moral phenomenon, the legally unlimited es*^

tabliahment of slavery m this free, christian, en-

lightened iknd^ upon the principle thai Jehorab^-

as ia other oases of man's history, by a^edlawj
of progression, lejsding from bad to worse, for his;

own wise, insenitable purposes, allows j-ebel man t«|

be gradually given up to a delusion, by which hsi

punisheff himself and others, but which will ulti^^

mately be productive of some great good. When vf^,

reject God as our counsello?, will not that his tcach*i

ings reign over ?5S, he leaves us to go our own way^ i

jivst as he alloWed the IboHah Israelites who rejected^^

his paternal government to choose a king. As ce^ ^

tunly as the grass grows whilst we are sleeping, X:

must beHeve, that the wrath of heaven is gathering

f<»r natiosial punishment, which will be proportionate



to ovir slothfulnesb, whilst we are slumbering so inac-

, ti?ely over a k'agf great neglected duty. This, to a

,
;|jatriot and philanthropist, is

^

a gloomy view, but

ii; should arouge us to more activity in our duty.

Whoever approaches this subject calmly, rationally,

without bias, sitoply conscientiously to estimate its

itm character, must view it in the injustice and cruel-

>:^ty of its practical details, or its political implications,

ijil* great evil, and be struck at the same time with

Clhe vast difference between the bible, standard of

ci^^orality, and that of man. The one, starn and un-

9 compromising, knows nc distinction among man-

vJdad, unswayed by individual feeling or advantag\4

i ^(jnaffected by any human disguise, la the clear

^ Bteady light of revelation, wrong stands ever im-

: mutably, eternally wrong ; no coloring can shade

—

no sophistry can gild it. But man's standard, how

I
unoertain and fluctuating ! how influenced by eelf-

llghness, prejudice, fashion, opinion or human law

!

|ln one ago and circumstances, one thing, -and in

lliothers something else. Analyze negro slavery,

llffesent its various elements of wrong, one by one,

;;.8iBtirely abstracted from its connection, present;

J ihem simply in their eleme^itary character, as m-
? justice, tyranny, degrading selSshness, cruelty and

offence to heaven—who so bold as to justify them ?

Where is there one among the many high mind«d

gentlemanly slaveholders, who would be convicted

ofa much less offe'^ce, than gross injustice or mean
^ 7



wagmerom selfishness, who "Kdtild not bang hiahead'

ia hodagfe, before the preaertce of exalted virtue ?

Ypt see how their embodiment, witla other hateful <

principles in negro alavery, is not only tolerfli-ted
j

secessary evil, but openly justified as'a thirsg

right in itself, and not to be touche4r
:

: See how &

distinotior can be made between kidnapping a ne^ro

ia Pennsylvania, and mthholding liberty and jus-

tice by keeping him a slave in Maryland, robbing

him on the highway, or retaining his earnings, afi

if human law can ever cancel heaven's eternal prin-

,

ciplea. But usage, public opinion, mutual counte-

nance and the laws of the land, ^ive the standard

of morality, custom aanotions an^ habit blinds to

reason and daty. Yes- men 'v?.ili outrage all of this

combination, carry their beads erect, with not one

blush for conscious wrosg, by their last solemn tct,

it may be, too, .an^tained by the consolations of re-

ligion, pass immortal beings, keenly sensible to

wrong and cruelty, over to the discretion^ justice and

mercy of a profligate son, and whilst h«^, i8 gazetted

as a great good man, gone to his reward, it may

be, proud monuments will arise to perpetuate his

memory.

If infinite wisdom could have left'man tu form

his code of morals, what confusion, what an inex-

triciible confounding of right and wrong. Acknowl/

edging the institution as essentially wrong, and

necessarily uawise, for nothing can be policy which
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Is meral Tfroug, bow sbali we work? It is indeed

-eiasy Mt ta^ Kortii, looking at the abstraction, un-

HikcqiiaiiiiW with, or ina^msible to all the modifying

;«arcaiBi8tanc8g, far rerao/ed from ceiiSequeiioeSj no-

<5es«arify to foMow, recklessly to c4ll upon the South,

"let the siaro go free, and cease from sinning."

But, it is not so easy to see how a man calmly re-

fiectmg, can expec*-, without violence and rain, coer-

eiTely to extirpate an institution so incorporated in

the whole social and political stractnre, so fixed in

aH the people's habits, physical and mci-a.!, so firmly

believed by many to be necessary and irremediable,

and habitually, too, regarded as not; 'ifrong. Could

iBlavery, like intemperance, be at once abolished with

unqualified good; could the abolitionist, waving his

wand, enlighten and evangeliue master and slave, we

'Would all be abolitionisis ; such unfortunately is not

the fact, yet aroused to a morbid sense of the negro's

wrongs by the demagogue, (that rankest, most bane-

fiil weed of republican soil,) their sympathy excited

by eloquent, exi>.ggerated, affecting narrative of his

abuse and sufferings, to a high pitch of enthusiasm

which, with one generous bound, overleaps all diffi-

culties and consequences, some at the North seem

ready to rush madly to the rescue, to precipitate

headlong in a crusade upon the South. But when-

ever any great and good end, involving possibly a

vast amount of treasure, moral effort and misery is

designed for the advancement of mankind, wisdom
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wiH paus^t to ioqiiire into the practica,biiity of tjb$|

gefeemej'^itocli tilie best, mo4e. In^« ;;as« before

<mly gre^kt trouble, with Utclo prospeet gi|

mj gooci, wisdom will caimlj, bufeimpressivoly ask,!

ttsa /g^cilftt Eededmer irred a li|e of srob liigh«xr|

subl:melj taught and died a on^l diaath inl

7abjr li^t there oaa be found uo better remody for i

ovii ift his great legacy to mankind ? 0, 8m'ely,|

tfee sword of the spirj^t must ever ba preferable to|

^ sword <^ vwl Haiaa» feelings »qiturally ia»|

ahead of jadgment, till M in the distance, then l

too often lead to folly, and end in naischief. is l

his scheme practicable, au'l is the abolitionigt idiy ?

cbeMaiing of a bloodless victory ? A;h, he has but

piwdy learned human naturOj or eetimated the
f

southern character, if he supposes thai? the south-

em man will quietlj^ submit to dictation in so serious

a mattftr, will suffer with impunity a strmiger 4;oin'4

teme^yie with his domestic oonoernts, turn loose B

upon him an ignorant, improvident, degraded, ren-

:

geance excited population ; in fact, break down his -

country. No, the fiercest indignation will fire his

soul, unmeis^ured vengeance do its cruel work. Stu-

1

pidlj infatuated and blinded by fanaticisaa, to the f

decide^j^gns of the times, and to all consequences, |

or sksngely, by party or ambition seduced from
;

loyalty to his country, and his God, most bo that

man, whd would, for the cause of ©bolition, plunge

us int-o a civil war. The wildest imagination can-
'
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cojapnaa th^ horrors of such a war ; horrors be-

Ifeye the iioagiaatior: of "which abolitiop herself, may

Jlp^ tiwn pale, A savage Bf".i% of ^jruelty and of

|;^i3aix;ation, in extent £(iid (inre^tioa such as has

j^ier marked T^ar'a progress before, T?iU' there

. Evary southerner, smarting under a sense

iYiduftl wrong or ipjury to some inmate of hjs

home, will pArry a personal bitterness,into

, individual hostility wi^| mutually arumate,

ranoQi^usly hated ana abused each other,

j||«C0$ tJiey meet in *»ortal strife. Alaal top, on

battle fisidj should victory perch upon skh*

*g banner, dripping heavily with American

by Americans shed, w^ien aU that ^^as fair

pM. bright in freedom's glorious home is gone, will

;^ime be cause for triumphant exultation ? True,

l^le force wiU h»ve est<il)lised the sway of aboli-

||ionism, but is the poor negro's condition bettered^

IPie master and the slave have died in bloody em^

^ace> ^he fairest, the purest, the loveliest daugh-

i^fs ef the South have fled, n^i^e^ frantic in the

lllfl© of a brut?fcl soldiery, from their burning homes,

lii5i»ye perished from exposure, or wauder, grief strick-

Ie® ^fnd destitute, among their country's ruins. The

(isJfelition banper will have carried sorrow and wretcAiri

f^ess to many a once happy hearthstone
j p:om

IlistQry to victory it will have floated over desolated

llM, oyer villages e^d dwellings blackened By

fi»»fl»gratlon—famine and pestilence, outrage *nd



misery reiga -fere mm ^TOBpQtUj cheare^
•a sipiling land. , . J , - - : .

; ii*t^ is the Baan of tlie Noptli qijjte sure that tM,
,

Sott.& ^ipli only greafiik^ittle- fields', ,thii

the sae^edsigias of %m..own haHo^;^,^temple8, hi o

^J^isia &^s^ l^theMan ha__,

iBiaWtryj, km 's^^&car^lj..: plies- her^ ^shleff^

Sj wh^erfe flo%i0bing fa(^^^^^^ %d heai^f'J^

j| njytr'grajJsf ajfc^^ ^an /)np

|.op98 |or ppM Stt^^il;i3i0 W^iti

(iii^laiaf© of - wde^ wMch J. 'wotstd hold tip to

ifeft perEoos dojftgs. Fellow coaotiT^
-1 foa^ jTi^isre but too careleasl^' treadm^ the ver|||

©jf iw^^ soleDSjf^

% SStt^ asi&thei^

ae;|sail^p^-;|a8" oEra^isa&s.. v :Beineml^rv; ^*%x'perirai<^

is tie sui^ p/ophefc of eveBflB.'V

is still macj the reality cannot be esraggerated. ^'^



;:^|^^>WiHit coasider»te:.ieelIngmm do^f? not recoil &om
5$1ie;horrors offen^rwar ; but a civil war in otj? coujati^^

;$§1iii|jl»rotii'er sK»ll meet brother: iu arms? who^ iih

i^i»>^baU depie^^its 1^ conceding the

M|i!tifciition SKs^eptibie bf removal wifchoiflttli© d?ead-

[^eonssqiieBees, are we quite: sure that barshfiess

'^^^r&tm&jf 2Td aaa Wists ever made Hd»8st By
^S%~ca!!ed-%FilIaiii.- .^You - may -vem; a^generbiis

l^|^|?ition>"catiSe others to shaa and hate hip, till

^'?liSH'odnt«i]i|^;%nd-'desperation, he siaB:s^>^deepei

^d 4foepe>'$^:irteooverahly intoJ^famy. " ^ ;

P^tfSbfe m&f mdsfe-.-iinfairljj sstAjgeiperai;^ truth, 'de-'

^aiaee this siftveholde]? as a hateful, selfish tyrs^lat,

^ite^^his^^tfesentni%b yoii will, not" eonmce
pusi,nor rele^e the sliive, but jm -^iH ifijal:© both

?Stt|»pose, ihslejid o# calling a man a^i viHaist, I

iyfe'td him in a kind, friendly way, ^in jsccess

Ifbngh his heart atd reason, to his 'ilnderstanding

liM; his een^sblenol, m nos plant r-touad'^rffeci-

pf^ind'tilSrijj^ly make an^oaest^^ Shall

^ thesr meld; the arms o^^sddiduie, ahuse,^ to^^

ptiaaioii and threat, teach revenge and insuborduaa-

tudel^ aastSil prejudices^ feeSings and opinions

^iifiriQaed %^lpi^;hsbit, and^ b^ good «jtiaens and

^^fe- worthy me^ honestly held as true ? Christi-

P^ty does 2j6Ct^?is bach, wkdojn foundisd on ©s?-

^arieaee and kao'wiedge of human nature does not

IIks- 'CouBsel. There is but me wiss^, legltanate
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mode of woridug* teacfe and practically apply the

'

great heayen-giv^ia JremQdy for naoral eyil, the prin- )

ciples of (^.fisttamty. Jus^ m ^h&y prevail, vicioiMiKi?

inatitutioM must give way, certainly as <iarkneSfi;|

before tlio rising san, 5

True, jou may pull do\?7i the pillars of tb.e re-,-

public, like Sarapswn, bary all in one oomnaon ruin,

and violently extin.guisb alavctry. But all efforts

;

to make the masses, North or Boutb. act wisely and

s&fely in.thi3 mattefj without the aid of christianity^iij

are vain and illuaoiy.

Paiil has most unfairly been lugged in as the . i

justifier of slavery, baoanse be did not make it hh
business to trevel about, preaching a tirade against^;

it, stirring up tihe bad passions of one againa*;:;

another ; as well might he be quoted as the adr

,

Yocate for gladiating, or feeding fish on slaves.

He understood his business better, he aimed to fit,,

the master and the slave for the extinction of the;,

evil. He knew, too, that men might have good eyej^;:

be surrounded with objects, yetj without the medium
;

of light, be unable to see. His commission was tO:^

give the gos^pel light,, (which plainly discovered fchs

;

follies and vices of the age,) and thus qualify to see

th? oistrageous wrong, and we have only to follow.

his mild and wise example. No where in holy writ:

is coercion recognized as a principle of Christianity,

;

oJily let its spirit and teachings get possession, and

they require no adventitious aid, they are of theni'

selves omnipotent.
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. : It IS worse tlian a senseless waste of time aad

|j^r«airare for northern abolitionists tc attempt forc-

their views on the soath, wiiK<Jut a previonu

^^dation in ilseir hearts and understandings. As
might you expect a crazy caason tc build a wall

%1ihe air.

A Cwld they be induced to concentri»;te the same

;is3Bi)»nt of treasure and zealous effort, eimply to

i|^3?sad g<»*pel principles, hindhj point out through

^ press the wrong and impoiicyj show a diaposi-

ien for neighborly aid, proraote mutual good feel-

iag between the North and Sonthj kindnes? and

ioe in the mast^^r, fidelity and subordinatioa in the

ikvej you would soon see the foundation upon widdi

ufetery stands, d. ambling awajj' before the force of

m improved public Bentiine&t.

; Should a map, placing a board between our eyes

tad an object, denounce us for not seeing it, we

Icould call him insane. Is there less insanity in

phcing a medium, impervious to tho light of truth,

iwtween a man's understanding and conviction?

B«t this you do, when by abuse you e?:cite his pride,

kis selfishness, or vindictive feeling.

But there are fiery spirits who would take the

li^ by the horns ; this is ever hazardous, and who

i^er attempts to take the slavery bull uy the htrns,

may 'expect to be gored. These men, with more

1^1 than knowledge, contend that Jesus and his

apostles called crime by hard names. The sophism



eonssstsitf makmgf,.ii:tvic:c tlie circttmstaBceSj a venujl

mi,' lionestlj doubted wrong, a ohm tmiyersapl;

' aokiaowleclged orirae,, and before i^ais - take iii^
j

.prace^entj. we' lower .sIot^ as it exists, .Si I

: tlse ^li^^i^-si^iid. dowa to the IoyqI of posit^l

tiaq[uestioned crime. M
- Bat let as aoi; for one womest, sufier our dei^t

tataon for al)oiitiomsm to biind «s to the follj i^
miqaily nf slayeyy j tbe position takea bj

mha so fiippantly talk as if a plaaa, clearly

lislied &ctj of^be negro berag of a distiact infer^

race, intended for bondage, -^riil reqxdra a brief

qiiiiy into tie origiii aad nature of tKe ioalietti^

rights 6t man, and tim negro's claim to bumani^

Tb^re is no fonndationJor our roasoningj nioJii

in tie presupposition of one great first cause, a^;

man's common aBegiance and raiiversal eqnaiityJI

tlse origin of society; Wben we speak of natij^

inalienable rigbts, wemean certain n^tj^ral prer<^3

tiyes to da as we please, or freedom ftrom obligatifil

to otbers, coincident with our first breatb, and coif>

tensive with ail human relations. These mnst co#

from Godj and how do we arriTS at a knowledgeJ
their esistence, but through a hea7en-gi?en nataiii;

sense of justice, and his revealed sovereign i^M
Admit^ this proposition, and we haTf6 % standard^

w'pch tbtest negro slavery, and every supposed ii-j

frfBgement of hnman right ia the heart of eve^
|

christian, and, however men, writhing under mi.
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:,®f>m'ge of conscieuce, or anxious to retain tlieir son-

S^eacy and respectability, vnlh the ejijojmeiitof ;.ts

ii^v.tintages, may defend the Institution, t)ie-^& ia tM

^67 to escape the charge of inconsistenoy, but by a

ifprudiation of Christianity
;
destroying the unity of

human fainiiy, or degrading the African from

;|isSupposed rank in the scale of creation. Take

l^wiy i'evelation, and of course all sorts of respoii-

^iipty go with it. Show that the negro does not

?^}ng to Adam's family, and as revelation only re-'

to his race, it h^s no authority in the preiliises,

-degrade him to a soulless brute, and, under the

^meval grant, he loses the rights of humanity,

-J^ffls^y be treated as a dog- or any other donkestic

SpHut, have you done away with revelatioii How
^TO know thai the negro is not of the man family,

^ai he is a soulless animal? Surely we can only

^ive at the fact from revelation, or reason and

^ience. The first does not tell us so, nor have the

ifeer yet made it plain, and to rest a doctrine, iu-

^Iving the rights and happiness of so"large a class

beings, and our own duty, upon anything short

|f s fixed fact, cannot be rational nor just. •Would

I not be fearfully hazardous to heaven's approba-

M&a, in view of the facts, that revelation recognizss

;|iit one race, iand that m the daily concerns of life.

'I^the walkb of seience,^ or the higher developmeats

integrity, justice and piety^' the



negro has proved his identity with tlie best spe4

;

mens of -white humanity.*

Wo will, therefore, assumej that the African is«^

human heing, that the disadvantages under vrhi^ij

he presents himself^ are fairly referable to f,l»^

imiversaily acknowledged degrading influence M'^j

slavery, and his general neglect, and that he Lgjj

necessarily the same inalienable i'i,5htB, suBceptibl>:1

of the same wrongs, with the white man.
5

Sorae will argue, that slavery existed in all ages^'j

the vhti i, and therefore, is countenanced by helivej^^

but so has crime : some again, that it had Godi;

sanction under the Mosaic economy. But, liefoa;:

wc can make the Jewish institution our rule,

must make the circumstances of the Jewish, tu^:

our slavery alike. You must show that ChjTsi;

authorized it. Slavery was an act of mwcy te,

the heathen : he was incorporated into the familj^^^

taught his relation to God and man, was under %U:

sanctions of Deity a slave, provision was ma4^

for his periodical emancipation, and could legally^

whenever able, purchase his freedom. You mo*

prove that the 4kfn^m among us, substitutes tl»

stranger among the Israelites, that we substitate

them aa God's chosen people, that the Mosaic eccJfr

amy was designed for us, and if you will go ba%/

•The leBrned Rlumeuback, wbo made itasubjectofparticuJaiis^;

Teetigation, has boldly acserted, "that there is not a eing^« ^iipafi-

meat in taete or Bciene, where the negro has not been di'rJtinftniSusd*
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to ]*^oah's curse, you will be met by the questionSj

;:|^aa not Noah's curse propheticj did it not refer

^l^CoIl80tiyoly to the nation, and not to individual

l^flavery, and was it not already fulfilled in the

:|:gul)iection of the posterity of Ham, by that of hi3

;;|^ethren ?

^4;. When men draw arguments in favor of Blavery,

y from its existence in ancient times, they should re-

^Ijfiecty that in certain conditions of society, certain

3)Gsages and restrictions are wise. From the attri-

V^ljates we assign to Jehovah, we may infer such was

;yhe institution of slavery among the Israelites. It

V;^ saved prisoners of war from needless cruelty, the

5,jbe»then had an opportunity of knowing the true

j 0od and his will, the favored people, by Incorpora-

l?||ang strangers, increased their strength, and theex-

||Btence of that favored people was -for the ultimate

fjienefit of mankind.

|||
The leudal system to us would be as irrational, as

if^just, yet at the period of its origin, when human
;||K)eiety was first emerging from barbarism, that

Iwmple form of government was proper as a first

^Stage of rising civilization. In that irtage of society

l-fhen self government was impossible, the violeat

^iWere to be restrained and governed differently than

V '^^ a more matured state of Bociety existp, a person-

^ai imfiutjnce and power in the head of a tribe, unused

;io any oi\her law but force, was the only government

to restrain men. But as the human mind became

8
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mor« ortiightend, men reflected upon what was di?:

to themselves and others, a more refined and com*

plex form of government waa demanded, ian absoluti^

prince to control feudal lords
;

society progressed:

a limited monarchj, and so on till self govorniile»,i'

becomes the only rs,tional government, and the trse

measure of a people's fitness for a republic, is jrasl

exactly that amount of intelligence and virtue, "whi^

mil enable them to appreciate and maintain it. fi

Would it be rational to draw arguments in favfec

of despotism, in our land, because it exi&ted mi
suited in an early otage of society? Despotisa,

trampling upon human rights, is in itself unjust, sM
when avoidable, sinful. But does reas-on, or chrBj-

tianity (by the way Christianity will ever be foual

on the side of reason) require the emperor of Rtii'

sia to give the people a republic? All they ACquiw

of him, is as speedily as possible to advance thei'

to that state of virtue and intelligence necessary ts

self government.

ChHst sanctioned obedience to Roman laws, bfef

would that sanction justify the introduction of tl^

Eoman system amongst us ? No more does ihe divim

sanction of slavery among the Israelites justi^

negro slavery.

There are two sets of extreme men whicb M
harm ; for whilst the abolitionist, from his violence

and impracticability of his plan, will do nothing bul

vituperate, slander and talk nonsense and mala
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'

jjjiflcMef J the other, in hopeless inabilitj and daa-

3i;^^tioiij will sit sullenly tlowD and leave t|ie evil

ll^fBiftly a»d certainly travel on to its own cnrej bizt

Ireadful catastroplie.

i If; is not enough that we sigh over the evil, we

lEinst buckle on our armor, look the monster in the

.;|tce, measure his height and breadth, proportion-

1^ our efforts with a fixed resolution for his des-

^^tion as an offence to heaven. The South are to

c^l^ commiserated for their curse, but justly cbnox-

.;:|^ to censure, for not systematically going to

j^^pjrk for its eradication, there is their sin.

'X: The thundering denunciations of the abolitionist

'H^i equally unchristian and silly, they are like

iliiaak cartridges fired at a fort, they only make a

^i^pMse, excite the gunner, and provoke the enemy.

|i,woulfl suggest the powder saved and a wise use

;||^de of the money, in circulating a, mild persuasive

;;|j|r^mentative christian literature, kindly pointing

ii^t the wrong, its impolicy, and the best mode of

?;^tting it down ;
defining tht; duties of master and

:^ve, whilst the relation constitutionally exists, cher-

^^pbing kindness and justice in the one, subordination

;)^d i:SdeHty in the other; thus, relaxing severity,

^l^niiig the heart of the master to jus dee, making

'^'1^ slave faithful and contented, both happier, bet-

and more prepared for abolition; fo;* submissive

:|K)diies8 and gentleneus wiH melt the sf.ony heart,

;^Qd from fidelity and calm forbearance, will spring

J^nity and justice.
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One ably edited Journal, conducted w^on thm ;

priaoiples at the North, sbowmg a jast appreciatiori

"

and ohratian charity for the diMcoltiea of the south"

era iKs/fl, would do a vast amount of good, substitut".

ing abolition tyritings, they only fire blank car--

tridgeg, throw no shot mto the fort, explode W'

home, and there ends their mission.

However importans an end may bcj impropot -

means can never be justified, for they imply siu, tW

violation of some command ; nor will they ever ©ffe^-

what proper means cannot reach. Instead of Bend-

ing silly, fanatical, low-minded, stooping men, in dij-.

gnise, io whiaper insubordination and revenge inthfc

ear of the poor slave, I would send to the SoutI'

the mdst gifted, amiable, frank, christian gentiemei^

such aa would be welcomed to the firesides of t'out&-

era gentlemen, men.:ffho could never breathe cman--

oipation out of their presence, and never couple^

with rfeproaoh, over manifesting a liberal conside^;

ation for their views, feelings and circumstances.
'%

My life upon it, such men, with powerful effecl^^

mi^ht gi) to the South and express their views, m^-

perfect freedom, not Only unharmed, but with ever^;

mark of that homage which honorable, virtuous ia*

tellig€>nce will ever command. ;i

Such are the misgionariea I would send to oneratfc

on the southern mind.

,

Man seems to be born with a reverence, if nol

with a love, for what is good and true
;
hence, any
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iapoi'tanfc truth, presented under the giiardiai ip

,<^f kindness and respect, however unpalatable irom

prianoe with inclination, or from its silent rebuke,

•ipP, from a constitutional necessity, bo respectfully

?|^ioiived and make its impression..

Some thirty or njore years since, a preacher of

^^i|he Friends—-Jesse Kersey, as eminent for intelli-

:;.;;gence and zeal, as for piety and simplicity of char-

; acter, constrained by a sens6 of duty, visited Rich-

i^jOiOcd during the session of the legislature, "with the

. view of getting a law, making all children, born

^;^r a certain time, free at a certain age. He
letters to the most promiaent members of

ike legislature and to the ^rat gentlemen of Eich-

fjpaond. He was not seen (for mth such a man that

f; was impossible) prowling in disguise among negro

j;vi|uarters, haranguing in swamps and retired places,

l^midnight meetings, urging the slave to flight and

^redress of wrongs at any cost. No, like the wise

^^nd good Paul, he went directly and only to the mas-

ter, reasoned and plead earnestly and frankly

fepith him ; was he insulted and "warned to leave ?

|Mo, but he was treated with marked respect and hos-

^Ipitality, honoited for his wisdom, his intelligence and

0)m virtue. Such was the effect of the efforts of

lathis kind, good, plain, unpretending man, that, sure

^;of bis law he would not remain till the bill came up,

?fand it web lost by one vote only ! When did a skulk-

i ing abolition missionary on his unholy errand of

I mischief, ever make a like impression ?

8*
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Whilst with unmeasurod censure, we may coa?

deran the instittitiocs we may, like honest men hoi|

up our kinds and am* tbat opposition to aboli|ioip|

iam, that is & forced general emancipation; is secnM.

ly entrenched behind the principles of phristianiti|^

Superficial, impnlsive thinkers* unable to reci^j

cile the cottntenancing of abstract wrong, no mattiffi|^

how modiaed and altered by cirtamatances, with %
vine teaching, say to us, will you make Holy Vfm
justify outrageous wrong? certainly not. B(i|i

wrong, ^der certain circumstances, ceases to m
wrong. A:h act is morally right or wrong, as il-

corresponds with the revealed divine will. Thai

once found, and we neryd never hesitate. We cai;

aever err if we honestly apply the rule, do unto

to others as we would have others do unto us. i

Justice, mercy and human rights, are in thjm^ ;

selves indestructible principles, yet their applicatioa

:

may be so modified by circumstances, as to entirely';

reverse their natural dictates. I wouid be a violatoli

of all, if I were to seize a traveler, take him hoja^|

and cut oiBT his fega, but, if I find him with mangli^

limbs, under his 6ATt wheels, I may carry him horafe

without consulting him, even cutoff his mauglssi'l

limbs, without immorality. Were I to kidnap S3

negro in Pennsylvania, force him into my service, Ife

again wotild violate all. But to retain my slav^
when convinced emancipation wotild bring mise^^i

upon themaifeJves and me,^ Iwould oiiend neither jiM^;^
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§ tkse nor meroj, becaude, by manumission, I ^ould

giot comply with the divine injujictionj, to love my
^l&ighbor m tnysolf, and do unto others as I would

W^YB others do unto me, and extend the Eedoemer's

tf|Kilsgaomi

W ^poJi s&mG principle, chrrstianity allows U3

|ptd confine the insane and lawless, to restrict the ig

-

jivliorant, and uadev certain circumstances advocate

^^potic government, to keep man from injuring

^fenself and others.

^ tThe abolitionist may contest our position, that

|:^aikastrou8 results would follow, but there wo gland

'0^ equal grounds. It is a matter of* opinion, where

I sien may conscientiously differ, and are mutually en-

IP^tled to courtesy and charity.

Taking "God's word as a lantern unto our feet

i|^$iid a light to cur path," we can only be.guided by
pi^eason and ekperience, and surely, are not respon-

|.fible for results, I cannot coiiceife of a higher

Megree of political folly than to throw upon a com-

gaunity, a large mass of ignorant, degraded, itaprov-

^dent slaves, like liberty in Franco, which onlv from

^Irant of preparation, fell into anarchy and lioetitious-

Iflie^; the emancipated negroes would only kuow
fireedom in idleness, poverty, vicious indulgence and

^puse ; the West India negro shows this to be no

J^ecttlation.

i j
' The British shook off colonial slavery, pretty

i^'i&uch as a man throws off his old coat when th ed
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of it, for the ruotlis to feod on. As wisely woiUd

a sbowman, in an, insane M of buaianily, gi7& hh.

mid exotic animals liberty. Tt was a paltry amende

to the poor negro for years of oppi-yssioji and unre-,

quited toil, to turn him. loose under the ixifluenco of

rum aud freedom; to sink deeper and deeper into

SftDsiiality and degradation.

Governed by a high sense of justice and i*eligIoB|
'

obligation, the aristocracy of Engk?i;d should hav$

surrendered of their wealth the hierarchy of their

unapostolio luxury, royalty of her jewsls to pro-

mote a mdl digested syBtem to educate, eT&ngelias

and fit for good citizens, the rising generations.

The old slaves should have been cared for, as slav^;

in every possible way ; tl:-;:i earnings, deducting th>

expenses of government, should have beec exclu-

sively appropriated to them and their children's

benefit, till a population sufficiently enlightened for

self government should grow up.

If you would see under the existing state of pop"'

ular feeling and African depressioB, the result of

abolitionism carried out in the South, look even now,

when comparative!J few, at the poor freed negro as

generally found in your lanes and alleys, and on your

farms. It is true, allowed to live protected by crim-

inal law, but stupid from neglect and ignoranc|^,

denied political right, unsustained by self respect,

uiiencouraged by any hope of rising
;

degraded,

ah«ayd, unable to take his own part, yet unfriended,
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|floysc»ents, till he almcst doubts his right to cat

morsel in the sweat of his brow. See him, Fagged
' ysl fiitby, rv^eling from the vile groggesy towards

yoar alms house and jail. Si«e Kim on yoitr farms,

Jbttmble, pati,(;;it, toiling, yet (lefrauded of his earn-

^iBge, when standing tip for his rights as a man,

^^lased and clubbed by men infinitely his inferior in

? all which gires claim to respect, till he almost for-

gets he has a soul, and descends to the level of the

ferate. All this, too, the necessary result of his de-

,
plorabie position, yet to justify his neglect and

y'libujiie, with «, cruel severity, charged to a vicious

nature, or a life of crime Yes, as truthfully and

jmd as pathetically as it has been said of the poor

iSespised -Jew in his isolations and his -wrongs, it may
be said of the freed negro 'svith us

:

"The wild lore baa her nest, the fox Ms cave,

VI. Mankind their country—Israel^ but bis grave !"

Connected vrith this subject, have arisen two very

delicate and embarrassing questions : Can a christian

taan conBistently hold communion with a professor

Jaolding slaves, and can a christian purchase for a

;term of years or hire ? The negative decision of

/tha first, involves certain assumptions, to say the

Jeasfe, very debateable. Firsl, that a christian can-

not, under any circumstances, hold slaves, and that

Christianity forbids communing with a conscientious
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slftveholders, as christian men, would promote judi-

cious emancipation. Can these assumptions sfcarxd?

The &tsi is directly in the face of the fact, that somt

of the most pious, godly men (Whitfield for exam-

ple) have been slaveholders; with regard to the

secoad a^suiaptionj we do know that St. Paul com-

mKaed wlih Phiieiaon as a brother in Ohrist, and as

to the- third assumption, no mm om positively de--

cide a^matively. Will not the cause rather be

injured by cutting off the influenoo of northern

preachers on the Scath, and of southern preachers

on the North ? Is there as much hope of a change
'

in southern sentiment, when the views of all are

the same ? Will you not strengthen and embolden

the slaveholder by establishing a pro-slavery church,

thus acknowledging the consistency of slavery with

Christianity? What good is effected? You do not

convince your slaveholding brother, but by forcing

a proskvery cbvjrchs you ease the conscience and

furnish an argument for many to ceaae from all eh^rt.

The negative decision of the second question, in-

voi?ef3 the assumptions that the purchase is imkind-

ness to the slave, or that we may sacrifice the poor,

slave, pass by aa occasion for active benevolence,

for the sake of a speculation, that the refusal to

purcK'<?«8 for a term of years or hire, will necessa-

rily reduce the sufferings of the slaves and hasten

wise abolition. Now the truth of these assump-
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tiocs is very doubtful ; and is it not better, Tinder

tfeti restrictions of divine teaching, steadily and

aealously opposing the institutiorij to relieve, -when-

ever presented, suffeiyng bumanitj, and leave the

final overthrow to the goodness and wisdom of Oni'

Dipotence? Indeed, reason, telling me no good is

likely to result and much- individual benefit lo:t by

fehe refusal, it seemB the question narroi^'s down for

iii6 decision of the simple rule, "do unto others

lhat you would have others do unto you."' IBj the

:%?iy, we must be careful not to construe this rule,

so that it conflicts with any other great principle of

4ity. A murderer could not apply it in an appeal

\. to a police officer, to let him run ; for obviously ho

tould net be doing as he would be done by in al-

'lowing a desperatp murderer to escape and butcher

'his neighbor's family. Were you, a poor abused

llave, to apply to me and were to say, I deeply com-

jaiserate you, but principle will not allow me to grant

''jour request ; would you not probably reply ? Sir,

'was your brother a suffering slave among the Al-

^erines, would you hesitajbe to redeem him, iVom the

Consideration that you would be encouraging the

business of piracy ? Would you let him suffer un-

')il 'civilized Europe would break up the nesi of

f|!irate8? Or would you not rather redeem your

'brother, and at the same time make every exertion

'"to root out the pirates?

But, under certain circumstances, may I not pos-
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exert my influence with more force, by hirisg,,

al&ves, for it" would necessarily bring tho 8lavfi.|

lioider more within the sphere of my argument mi
example.

God bus planted in cverj" laiman heart a naturii

sense of justice, a natural desire for goodness ^

what is right, for there is no sane man who wouK

not do right, and have pleasure in doing sc, (I m&i
no man would gratuitously do wrong for wroDgV;

Bakej if some selGsh aim or \inchecked passion didi

not lead him ofFo The depravity must be extreiM:

indeed, where no trace of this divine impression rs--

mains.

Now, assuming this to be a law of our natm-e, h
us see if we cannot turn it to good aooount. Cani

we not byholding slaves under certain circumstance i

bring our influence more effectually, and with per-'

I

feet consistency, to bear agiilnst the institution? If

aia bom in Georgia, grow up, settle and acquire tlis
i

responsibilities of the head of a family. Carefully

reading my bible, reflecting upon my obligations to

God and man, and seeing its impolicy, I perceive

that negro slavery is a moral and political evil. I

desire to act as an enlighteLed christian. Wh^'

shall I do ? Send my slaves to Liberia, remain is

Georgia inactive, or ever snarling at slavery, mak-

ing the negro more discontented, and the master

more tyraanoua, or shall I selfishly fly io the ITortb,
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'

r :Ieftvirig mj neighbcrs to combat mth the evil, and

I

:there, cbcapJy, with kindred spirits, vent my indig-

I

' ,aation against the institutiorij merging ttio cbristian

U; jfttriot IB the fanatical abolitionist? Orj shall 1, i&k-

: 'ing an enlarged rational view, determine to remain,

i: VaBd bj a kindj judicious, honoriiblo bearing, aad

^1 fi^Bsistent life, inspire xiij neighbors with that high

respect and regard, which will give me great in-

fiuence, settle down on my plantation and as needj

Sffiasters, oiFer to hire the half clad, half fed negroes,

jtJ^iRdly treat them, provide inetruotion in the ele-

:? laentsof education and religion; try, in every way,

Pjj'ayaioally and morally, to elevate and fit them for

higher station in society, and in the every day in-

;
iercourse with my neighbors develop and strengtli-

vr «n their natural sense of justice, and their natural

A willingness to act harmoniously, judiciously and kind-

> Ija j pointing out the wrong to the sla^^e, the impoli-

ij'^y to the country, and the offence to heaven ? Would

IP mt he doing in this iaoiafensive, mild, kind way,

lisr more than the most rabid abolitionist, no matter

0iyw potent from wealth or station, urging his couu-

|;tty to disunion and servile war? Thousands of

i^iable good men a<;t habitually wrong and incoa-

IliateDtly because they do not see the wrong, or how

l|is get right, and how powerfully would such an ex-

temple act upon that large elajis of citizens. Will

s^W told that I must not do eyi!. ;^;j,t go;>d may

?;^6iae oat of it? but the rebuke woulxfW ife:5?t^od on
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a fulso assumptioii. It ia to be proved that I 'would

b« doiog wrong. In short, in all siieli complicated^

cases, under CBligfetened views, ^ve have dimply to

satiefJ our minds in what vfaj we will do the most good

to our fellow-aierj, and pursue a conscientious course,

regardless of results. With regard tc abolitiotiism,

since- experience and onr best re'iieotions satisfy us,

that neither the present state of the master, nor of

the alavo justify a reasonable hope that the slaves

would be bcKefited by a general, immediate eman-

cipation, God cannot, consistently with his attributes

and teachings, require us to plunge up to the neck

in the blood of the white and black man, to gratify

northern spceulaiion ! We are afflicted, no doubt

for some ultimate good, with a great national, -

moral, and political evil, severely trying to our,

pxinciples ;
which, inasmuch as we cannot see how

altogether immediately to remedy, we must leave i;?

the great natural laws which govern the moral, aa ,

well i^s physical world, only steadily, cautiously!

working as enlightened christians.

The abolitionist will saiy, that is too slow a pro-

cess. Slavery is sinful, and as a man should im-

mediately cease from sin, let us have immediate,

general emancipation, and leave results to God.

But ttnd«r prerent circumBtanqes we- believe the sis

would he the other way.
'

We know that Jehovah, m Ms providence, makes

no provision to counteract the folly of doing what
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V'ihSO'o. condemns, fctafc his special providence may
praverit natural consequences, as may be seen in

the West In4ia negro. Their oxiqualified emanci-

pation was an unreasonable wicked act of reckless-

ness. "When the devil proposed to tlie Redeemer,

to precipitate himself from the pinnacle, thac tlio

angels might bear him np, he was toid, "Thou shalt

not tempt the Lord thy God," In other words, wc

are not to trifle with the o?erruliiig providence of

Qod, by wantonly and willfully doing what is ob-

Tiously wrong.

The question has been publicly proposed for

solutioB, ""What is x'lew England's political remedy

fbr negro sla"^;ry?" I reply, emphatically, none I So

long as the confederacy lasts, based upon the origin-

al coptract among the states, she has no remedy
' beyond instructing her members of Congress to aid

, . colonizLtion, by a donation of land, some pecuniary

|, aid, and making a tender of the national vessels to

I transport emigrants. For a remedy which is woree

than the disease, is no remedjv and legislative en-

,
aclmentsf dismembering tlie TJnion, bringing misery

• on master and slavej and ruin lo the country is pre-

sipely that remedy.

But this question could only arise in a mind con-

fased as to the exact, well defined political relations

and rights of the states in their double character

of sovereigns aud members of a great confederacy.

They have rights as individual states, and rights sts
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asesTibi^cs of tlie Union, aivi it is only ^vlien tueso

dglits v^oBflietj that one or any Dumbor of the states

may politically interfere. So fs.r, only as an indi-

Tidaal state has ciearly, by letter or implieation,

Sttrreadered. her sovereigRty for the general good,

hm& tlio other states to do with her institiition^.

The South actually stipulated to preserve her insti-,

tution of siayery, and itss cjntroi over it, was one

of hei* reserved sovsreign rights, and the North has

BO more to do with it politically, than with any in-

stitution of Russia. Massachusetts ia no more to

Cs^orgiftj no more implicated in her sin of slavery, ,

m&n she is to Austria, or -witli any of her domestic

"

iMtittitions. As well might a citizen of the United
;

States nrge his govemmenfc into hostile collision

with England and Spain to correct what is respec-

tiTely wrong in, each, as for a citizen of New Bog-

land ti!) urge her political interference with south-

ern slavery.

But we of the So'ath, admit we have a solema

weighty duty to perform ; we are not with a stupid, ^

sinful inactivity to allow the evil to grow, we are"

boand in a christian manner to enlighten master

and slave, by legislation and every other way to ele-

Yate the moral character of the slave, as well as

that of the foreign heathen, protect him from tyran-

ny? promote colonization and emigration, not teach ,.

Mm erime that he may steal, run away or revenge

b.i3 wrongs, but teach him obedience and fidelity to
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sjake him, in a word, a chiistiaB. Let the State of

Maryland lead the van in this great work. Let

lier legislature solemnly, magnaniiriouslj, declare be-

fore the whole v,'orId, in the most impressiye manner,

the institution of iicgro slavery, wrong in the sight

of man and Clou, only tolersited hy a necessity to

fee removed as speedily as possible.

<x) Let a period be fised, when all slaves shall be

"free at the age of twenty -jfive, upon condition of

eEiigi*ation (in view of their own happiness, surely

: no hardship.) Let the state be j:egnlarly districted

foat into school dwtricts, and teacherss appointed

" where, till fifteen, the children are instrusted in the

elements of Christianity and knowledge. - Let there

he an institution established ' Monrovia, to re-

ceive the mOi. 3 talented boys, for ; higher branches.

"Let there be a state tax. Let the getierai govern-

• ment, for the whole republic is interested, be peti-

^oned for aid, a portion of the national domain.

Let northern abolitionists have a legitimate field

^for their zeal and money. Let the various chris-

tian denominations be requested, by legislative re-

- solve, to detail men for the various necessary duties.

Let the legislature prohibit the sale of slaves out of

the state. This would at cnce mitigate some of the

harsher features, considerably limit the odious traf-

fic, prevent the separation of husbands and wives,

parents and children. Let her repeal all unjust

9*
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laws, put the' two races, m far as eomistent" with:

their mutual neM being, on an equaiitj of law and

privilege,

Oitiizens of Maryland ! Thiiik jm the scbeme chl»?

merical ? Eefiect what mighty results follow smul;

beginnings. In such cases the first blow doeides tfefi

Yictory- Bear w mmd that joix are individttall^':

responsible, that you canpot lose your respoBsibl^i

ity in the crowd, nor merge it in the hails of

legislature, that indiYiduails coastituto nations, aaS ;

when national judgments come, we must suffer

dividuaDy. M
I would not presume more, than to suggest it

pla^ji or»ly let an association be immediately formi^^

to titl Maryland of the disgrace and sin of slaveri^j

in a ^r/se christian way, which will commend itiS5#':;

to the approbation of all good and wise oitizeujtl

Only let a few influential men seriously and boldll;:

take hold, aad the work wiU be done. See tfi

^reat and prosperous republic in Africa, opema|;

MiAe her benevolent arms to receive the emigrai^^

iiyingfrom oppression; then lookback upon tii^f

little company of big eouled men, their hearts sweUj

ing with love of country and kindness to the op-f

pressed, meet in solemn assembly and lay its oo^ ?

ner stone, amidst sneers, ridicule and abolition d«"f

nunciatiouj

As surely as you, in good earnest, put your slioul-

:

dors to the wheel Hercules will assist. Yes ! Osi-i

4
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riipotenee mil he your glorious ally, and to question

jaccesSy vvili be impioiis I
,

When. Maryland shall Uiyq placed herself on that

< lofty moral eminencej ^ho can estimate the amount

her influence upon sister states? Will it require

1100^ efifortj taxation and ineonvenienco ? So will it

1^: dj-ive a foreign enemy from, your shores. What
l%;eign enemy so much to be dreaded ? Wheth*'? the

lla^titution ig morally right and politically wise, is a

Ipestion deeply involving respongibility to God and

prosperity of the people. I pjoy youu as citi-

||89ns, as candidates for futurity, w^oigh -well the mat-

Our fathers, spurning oppyession, appealed to

|Wv<}n, and then risked life and fortune in Iree-

fj^jia'fe/^jause. When it is now proposed in a peace-

^ol/ benevolent, wise mode, to put down an institu-

pfon, hat ..ul in the sight of freemen and offensive

fp heaven, shall we hesitate, prove recreant to our

l^iouiriry and our God ? Surely a christian patriot

i-Tiever descend to count the cost of any great

p&ti<5toifl3 good, warding oflF the judgment of oifendtid



TO THREEV; JOHN OETEQDOX, j

Beab Unolb,

To acquire, with habits of method,

aetivity and industry, a knowledge of business, y^^.

could not liave placed me more ^adicioKsly, but, ali^;^

for the religioug principles, and rigid morality y#r'

teaoh. I?jdecd, in this great metropolis, I
'

amazed to see how few walk worthy of their hi^ <

vocation, as professing christians, seem so little t8;

understand what it calls for, to have any adeq'j^

idea of their great profc/sed exemplar, ^ao not ott^.

lived a life of blameless innocence, but wenc aboajE

doing good. Xn other words, how few carry p^j

ligibn, SB a great "governing principle, into tis:

d&py walks of life.

Thay seem to regard it, as Bomething to be k6{|;

imsGliied by worldly iifitercourse, to be strictly m^t

fined within four consecrated walls, or at mostt

Sunday business, a sort of confidential, private matt#

with the great Governor of the universe, having m
connection with their feb<.5r men ; that its fruitsm
never to bo exhibited in ^oekness, gentleness, for-

.

bearanoe and kindness: >ut in a mere observanc«

of church cyxternola, sometimes an unseemly pfeaj?|^

isaical fussing about church matters, sectarian de-

nouncement, running night and day to church, mis-
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jRich as among non-profeesors, we aee the saEQeun-

laMued ugliness of temper, same dovotiok to self,

Jfsat of ftharity, envviags, jealoir^y, bickerings and

S^nforEjity to the spirit and fasLIons of the world.

5^ I ueied to tliinkj from your example, that a chris-

li&bitaaliy carried Ms priaeipies, every where,

4^mt hm^ as a carpenter carries his rule, ever

illsady to measure the jfitness and propriety of his

%yWlieft "we go regularly to church, undeniably wise

Mmm our duty, listen to the prayers, music and

i^jfpson, then, aa we pass on, deal out censure or Cfm-

l^pWidiition, are we done with
.
religion ? Did the

;;pe«tt Jehovah mean m to stop there ? Did he de-

y^ft religion a mere outward act of homage to him,

ji^thout any view to perfection is personal holiness,

'

Ijr habitual self-denial, discipline and good deeds ? I

/fil^Bk, Uncle, you ought, every New Year's-day, to

a sermon specially instructing in the design

ing to church, the nature and ends of j^eauine

ion, for it seems to me, the ideas of many

kpiurch-going people upon these matters, are very

iipSfOfiised and cloudy,

v Allow me to submit for your solution, a question

f^et more philosophically curious, than practically

I^Sportant, How is it, that we can, sermon after

^i^fm^rn, hear our own faults and delinquencies cle^ir-

pointed out, and eloquently denounced, with so
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to o.tiiers,'":aucl none to ourselves ? Is it that we *5»|

tuaily do not know oursalves, "having the mim- i

Btsmdm^ darkened^ bemg past all feeling, bec«^ J

of the blindness of our hearts," having lost all sai j

sibility to our Binfulness, tbat nothing short t^:1

the sword of the spirit can rend the veil hiding g ?

from ourselves, and pierce iiie sin-hard^ed hea^J^j

If 80,

"0 that Boiae power, would the giftie gie US, ^

To BPS ourstlves .is others see us." ,, i

As to Mr. Churchman, he is a thorough businaij

man of high commercial standing in hia class, btijj;

he yery unfairly calls himself a high ChurchmM£i

Taking even the low standard of the modestly

calied evangelical branch, he discredits the hij^i'

jjfhurch, for grasping as the low chtirch does, all^

piety, it generously concedes to as reJigioiis principle

To become reconciled to Mr. Churchman's moli

of doing business, will require me to lay aside offil^

tain nursery scruples and tenderness of conscienfii!

The other lads laughingly call meaqueamish,»f^

thai afew weeks familiarity with the business wor]^>.

sfili liberalize my views, initiate me into all tli»'

' tricks and ways of trade. i
My good mother, ever sacred and honored beM

memory, in christian purity and simplicity, taog^^

that a He, whether of malice or expediency, im^i

equally a violation of God's command ; that we «i
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well praetice a sinful deception by a suppression

^i^vtbe trutjji, as by telling a falsehood.

4v I presume tl>s guardian spirit of my gontle xnother

l^fera over when deceiving a custoiafier, for my
^j^rrassment betrays me. This destroys the con-

iJPeace of purchasers, vexes Mr. 0,j and spoils every

y:V l^Et "who cannot see in such a business training, a

ilfflare for youthful innocence, the incipiency of fixed

jl&hon'jsty ? Although cu?tom, and the rp«^ng»!zed

•joUwy of trade, sustain a man before the eommu-

f^^, and reconcile him to fraud, oar nature makes

>i|S;^possible for any man to practice this kind of

;;^ine88 morality, and not to lose hia own self re-

^l^t, not to depreciate morally, for a stain upon

honor, unwashed by the tear of repentance,

J^it becomes a corroding canker, assimilating to

v|S own vicious nature the whole r<^ jral man.

;:^|^Altbough infinite wisdom has given us certain

l^nctive feelings of what is right and wron?j, be

given us rcasoxi as a surer guide, yet every re-

^'Ipiting man, who will examine the motive power of

conduct, will Snd it to be, not generally reason,

feeling, and that it has ever bepn making silly

|j|ad evil suggestions.

pThere are in mathematics, certain self-evident

iitions,'^o there are certain promptings of feel-

r, not to be reasoned upon, bat, in the main, our

i^|»liEgs are a very unsafe counsellor ; a man gov-
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erned by them m tliQ uncertain creature of iiiipii^

Qe?er to be depended \ipon> like a ship without hg?

helm, which may safely drift into port, or bo dssE-.

ed upon the rocks. Hence the iraportancG of cfe^.

isihing in yoi' th, uico, correci feeling, and p.l&i^.tifi|

cloar, decide i, fixed, principles, not corifusi sg %
sense of right, by mixing up business morality t?^

bible morality.

There, are so many temptations through oup isv

doiencG, pride, ambition, sensuality and dev'oticffl t
fashion, way-iaying our virtue in the journey of lil^

that we require ail the stubbornness of rigid pi:ft«

oiple, and all the sensitiveness of a nice Bonas ^
honor to keep us erect.

Mr. as ottr true friend, should rather, in

training, have a fixed eye on this, should imprsi^

upon his youtha, that character is capital, that th^

is something more precious than gold—our honotf

sweeter than the triumphs of chicanery or cunning

conscious integrity.

The sentiment as strongly expressed by Burai!|

enforced by precept and example, should be writ*®

in letters of gold aver th^ door of every couatag

room. "4

"The fear of hAi'a a hangman's whip,

T(» haud tho wretch in order,

Bwt when yoa feci yoar honor grip

Let tliat eyfi bo your border. „^

Its s'.ightest touoh*^Bj iastaat pauae,

Debar a Bide pretences.

And resoiately keep ite )aw8,

Uncaring coiiieqcencea."
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Mr. 0. remarked to me kindly, iTohnny, you must

::,bo more self-possessed when soiling goods, rather

' sbow a determination to stick to your price,, though

;%;^lo'iifed to fall
;
Srmly, under all circamstancea, in-

: 8i8t upon the quality and cheapness of the goods=

i-: You mBst know that a little fibbing is alluweu in

ti*ade, understood to be necessary to all business,

arid therefore, no more "^Trong than when a lady

, gecds word to the door that she is not at home.

It has become a settled, fixed principle, pervading

trade, that a little deception may be practiced,

•;:«jid like a custom-house oath, means no immGrality.

i I jremarkedj that fashion very much moulda opin-

? iOB, and with people of the world gives the standard

/M right and wrong, hut that religion taught dif-

lllerently, that it was the declaration of inspired

.jiDfisdom, "riches obtained by a lying tongue are a

-canity,"

Then you should have seen the mingled expres-

sion of surprise, suppressed mirth at my rustic sim-

-plicity and contempt for my supposed prejudices

;! and wfiakcesB. Why, Johnny Raw ! he exclaimed,

, Z am amazed and amused. You are indeed a sim-

f pie Bumpkin ! Next wa shall hear of your having

^ taken the pledge, or enlisted as a Sunday school

teacher I

- You seem utterly ignorant of the a^ature and ob-

jects of religion. In truth it is almighty-* simfJe

matter, consists in merely a strict observance, of
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all the forma a;^d externals of religion, genteely

dressed, going soberly to church, if the musio is fine,

the preacher eloquent, the vohurch splendid and

comfortable, luxuriously enjoying a mental feast,

resting from the toils of business^ reading Tho Tm
Churchman, or some good practical hook, then, as

yoii retire, you are nith your best cOat, to fold up

religion till the next Sabbath.

Pausing, like a good tactitian, to see the effect of

his artillery upon the Bumpkin's outworka, seeingas

he thought in sny sik-nce a breech, he vociferously

exclstinisd, sir, carry out your contracted Tiews as 3,

religionist, and the vrorld will soon be upside down*

If religion is allowed to interfere with the great

bu;3iness soaeerns of life, farewell to the trade, gen-

eral order and satisfaction of life. Where would

be ample room in advancing our fortunes for the ex-

ercise of the ingenuity, energy, and enterprise?

Stagnation, confusion and poverty would give the

world a reign of terror.

Narrowing your mind and contracting your views

and desu-es by habitually hanging over your Bible,

you have atJast deiaded yourself that really, "maa

wants butlittle here below that wealth is only a

relative term, that few and moderate wantr will

mcke small means great riched.

.'; Yofu,'ittezper^ea*(isd in business, cannot concoive

theTs^ femC'iliit of Human machinery you would thus
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Bosiness men, of libevai conceptions and largo

Tiews, when contemplating great interest?, regard

m&nMnd in the aggregate : it does not do to look at

in<li?idaailj.

The great principle is, for the benefit of the many,

like the forlorn hope of au armj, the fe?? inust be

rgftcrificed.

I woald like to elevate and enlarge your views

somewhat to the scale of Napoleon. Looking be-

yond war's carnage, conflagrated villages, famine and

pestilence, his fa ' reaching, philosophic eye could

calmly repose upon the ultimate greatness and glory

of France.

Why, the teachings of Christ forbid war, but still,

although frightfully demoralizing, and although from

its grim battle fields, even the war-hardened soldier

recoils, in its exhibition of gerdus, high qualities, its

pomp and circumstance, it ia atili glorious war.

; Great statesmen decide, that although a great, it

is a necessary, evil, promoting and protecting com-

Berce, wax ding off possible invasion, preserviug the

balance of power ; useful to a nation as a great sewer,

draining oif its corrupted filth; humanely saving from

ignominy, the fairest candidates for the gallows,

baptizing them in human gore, the sainted heroes

of history.

Again, opium is admitted to be a great soul and

body-destroying drug ; but as an oSset, all sufii<;ien t,

we the ^\arehcuse3, the men, the ships it employs,
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retarning wealth and hxw:y^ the only sources of

huisan enjoymeiit.

I know, in religions cant, yon will ropiy, we eliould

do unto ofcherB aa we would have others do nnto

niidonbt^diy a very good, aaxim, and designed W
govern neighbors in tb^ same trade. Bat is all tli|

vast aroojint of business to be sacrificed, because

Chinese Cools (too tbick any bow) will destroy thmr

83l?cir^ ' Stt|?P<^3'^ tbey do, is not tbe great coW

merce iiftd Itfxury of tbe world advanced ?

Again. Christianity most decidedly teaches tbai

negro slavery ip a violation ofj ustice, mercy and everf

human right. Well, bat it Is necessary to the coi^-

Tenience and luxury of a vast many very cultivated;

refined feople, to the profitable growth of the greSt

staples, cotton, isugar and tobacco. If you allot^

the unreasonable interference of Christianity, how

can holy men, abandoning the ground of justifies*

tioR, that stern necessity, humanity and justice to'

the two races, at present, forbid general emanci^^

tion—^the only ground, by the way^ upon which

inconsistency of condemning slavery and using lis

products can be reconciled—defend the instituticft

against the insane attacks of abolitionism, as a thi»g

in itself right and proper ? Yet there is no other

principle to stand upon, if the world's great businfefi*.

and convenience is to enjoy permanently the bene-

fits of the institution ; for then, colonization, all

eiforts to enlighten and ameliorate the condition of
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tfee blacks, looking to ultimate freedomj mil be aban-

Bttfc, sir, admit once, with Thomas Jefferson , that

^od lias not one attribute in sympathy with negro

glftVery, that it is only to bo justified upon the ground

<^ justice aad humanity under existiag cii'cum-

Ifences, and you open the door for fanatical eiSbrt,

jm give a fulcrum for the iever of Christianity,

oaust ultimately break down the institution.

; Again, by such a standard, the huge alcoholic

teisde must fail, for none oan deny, that it is pro-

^bed by Christianity as the great source of crime

aid misery ; but will you sacrifice merely to reduce

^ amount of crime, the preservation of weak sui-

Msl fools, their wives and children, this enormous

/interest?

1^ If your mind can grasp the subject, I pray you

See the vact amount of shipping, mercbants, distil-

lfir% landlords and that legion of retail venders,

fiev so prosperous, who would necessarily csclaim,

"Othello's occupation's gone." Yes, ^ great im-

?'^j9?tant item in the business of the world blotted

sat! And pray, sir, for what proporiionate good ?

You, with your Christianity, would soon destroy

Jpl the beauty and satisfaction of business, stab

K^ulation to the very vitals. See, sir, where your

imoiples carried out would land you.

,
I have discovered a valuable copper mine on youv

)?^iiE, or I have learned from my agent hi No???

10*
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York, that from some great political movemeatj Soij^;

has gone tip two doliars a barrel ; now Mr. B. woijll

sajj tiiat I am morallj homd, to call on Lim, impaH

all knowledge and then try to negotiate. WeKi

siTj were you to approach isiQ in that wayj'irresiaijk

biy I should yiolato politeness^ by laughing in yoar

-

face.

I know you mil argae, that ail trade among honest

men bstsed upon the principle of supposed mutmst;

eqxdYalents; each party, with the full imowlodge of-

aH the facts affecting the value of the property, mafe

ing his own estimates. Then planting yourself upot

your Christianity, and averring that deception is a

practical lie, as much so, when caiaied by the sugV

pression of truth, as by a direct falsehood, and sia-

ful in the sight of Gbd, deny me the privilege of

making a large fertune.

You walli farther argue, had I purchased inigno-;

ranee of the facts, the transaction would have been

perfe/ijcly honorable, because I would have neitker

practiced deception nor given less than an equitar

leiii accordiag to the then general estimate, and \M
cfAise the transaction would>havc been in stiici ooa«

formity with the recognized rules and fairness of

business. But as the intrinsic value of the land sM
of the fiour, simvdtaneously with the discovery of the

mine and the political movement, had actually sd*

vanced to the estima.te put upon «hem j)y the whole

business community, by suppressing our information,
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before making tixe parc'aase, we wouI<' violate t-wo

^eat principles governing lionest mes, not giving si

gar eq'uivalerit and practicing a deception, m trath,

: Tktually telling a lie.

0 no, Mx. E., I will not trammel aud perplex my-

|€lf by sucli rnleg, in accumulating wealth, the law

is my boundary, and I find my hands quite full

k^aough watching others, taking care of my own ia-

it^stS; without enlightening others to my own pre-

s|«dio0- In fact, my simple nile is, "every man for

sji^^elf, God for us all, aijd the dovil take the hiiid'

Jwt." •

Again, under the stern uncompromising require-

' jaenta of Christianity, how could the world of fashion,

tfee source of so much hilarity and animation, and

|withsl so good a customer of trade, hold up its gay

|^$ad, (juieting conscience, as if there was m better

iray of dispensing wealth, by the consideration of

•the hundred mouths it feeds, heedless how many a

ohild of want, their mere health-destroying excess,

'thair ^isterxtatious waste would gladden, how many a

*4ark chamber of sick poverty their needless illumi-

nation would cheer, how many.poor chiidic'Ci, simply,

V thoir waste would snatch from ths dens of poverty

and vice, roll on self-satisfied in sensual indulgence

and wasteful extr^ivagance, complacently reconciling

J God and mammon ?

^ Indeed obae??ation every where instruct^, that the

ifdrid is not governed by religious principle, but by

a conventional morality.



o?cT«r of filtdleo?;.. kooniy s3*asiti'/6 tp di.-^ho'a.x" a):?;J-

cb.aracier^ coci'tooug' switl kind, cor^iaanding pla-ivv;

of higliest *,rijs}; and distmctioai' openly aod uablnsib;

inglyiftsiify" ta8\t?k%S4l' for. a reward/ ' -Y^s, hnhg.;

> t-to'TiCTest resoBiij^B of iatelles% s^ize ti^^;n e^feyy--

legal -fiawj every 'iiii|5e4rded informality, indisorimiV

Bstsly advocate flglife aad wrong, making tli$ w<«i$ ^

appear the better ;caK3«e, to war^ offtliQ blow of jus-

flee, aid dark; ViilMny in ^rong, j^iid tlisDj glory in

their shame ;
"

' v -

JoIiGnyy 0^* wants and well adapted v

abilities to aapply tliem, show tliat i out great btiai*!

aggs on^ecsr^^iSiMmply to, a a good llr'>

iag, aim wii^ ' ou^ present commimoa of aecnons*;:*

iittli%ffionfey^iii O&er word?^ the mems of a^c^iBjlf;'

'a«i2si^"MjP^ ses^' of^asil^^

|fiiffiai*.tiia^ iMrough the worM^ is over^^ is o?^
felly, r r0^1iedji^6ti make religxda mors thaa%

asisleiff. No sit, he sostmued^ reiigion still perlorp8 i

a g5f6d^ffi#, it^mt^^^^ great moral poiice^f wotl^j

h^ itiitirri^l^afii^^ the ignoraal

asid *8al: amded 's^ orders in piacs, f

it s"ei^^s; to.smuse aad top out bf mischief spseu-l

la€i^g,<:,li^;0ici*^':idl^^^ j^ratisgj gossiping %omeaj 5

gives.y^spiectaljility and iBlitieaee with the laasBeK?*

Bilp^sd i% howe^'er nien issy spectilate

p^Mel% afte hi^ ohjareh or low ohiir^Jh, P^sSI^ I



li£iS mors tp ilo v-it.> vhfl' 55,>re3.t slushies'-i

d';tlio oubjecvi, Ml. Clj iraaglQiiig tbo ccart stoiffied

.jlrfii froKi ;(-l\3 contest. "xh% miele^ sdili jmv aid I

;

' .Hay lire to fight aaoiiicr day. . .

•

]„^:"owt int'elieofe sad good
.
fselmgs- advance, jatelli"

^l^ey-sM aa^- miseiy.; This is a ia-^ 0'^Aottr,^»atl^^iS.'

Jp^^Sed as tfefe stars EhoYHyiuA sfcoijid HQjm %e
,

fdif-

;;|^eSi'from tlifiimdle ^ tli^ tombi..,, > iv*'

f|ps\!?liiat » lesson do^s' iuia Vims v^di,(i t6 thejvewi-

,

|p!t«feWorldiiag l M3ompIetd^ eagrossad iafeusi/ifess

pfeasurej' oiil;f valttmg religioa as a ai^aa of

>?la$ &Ji<3 leadiitig oojact m lifej by s iaw oar Bature

;:^l^;eafi':ao longer feel, an interest iii^any tHiftg oat

l;^ ieotisci^ce: silea<!ed, allrlib' reS|5:oafi3l)ilit|es; as a
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truths^ tho solemn obligations of religion, ail pass is&*

heeded, and he madijj recklessly travels on to wee^
Mideadless woe!

Pity, tJiat in dawn of active life, vrith our sraj.

sibiiifcy fresh and kee% oiir generous impulses oa*

oMIIedi we Cfannofc see that there i$ no tyranny ^
obdurate and ©ngrosaiBg, no habit of mind so wi^]s^5^

ing to aprightnees, so desolating npoa every godi

and nobie quality, a greedy love of money.

Religion, this poor mind perverted, deluded man's

ecom, with all its elevating, purifying, ennobling

toijdencies, whii^h honesty cannot deny it, is the oaly

principle to counteract this work of death upon tM

heart. It indeed could elevate his aims to higbjif:

objects, teach him the comparative insignificance 1^

hiii iORl*engi'oasing cai/es, that he will be awfollj

responsible for word, thought and deed, at the iaal;

great day, open to his imagination, and^give to hfe

heart the piire illiinitable joys of kindness to mm.

and devotion to God.
J:^

Invited by Mrs^ Or to accompany her to her place

of w&whip, I said I woiaid see her to the door, aaJ
•

why aot, she asked, go in? My uncle, madam,

replied, Br. Orthodox, wamly pressing my hand^

giving it the solemnity of a parting charge, and wi^?

hia parting blessing laid the injunction never to enti«^v;

» low church, Presbyterian nor Methodist meeiai^^

house, for I might subject myself to the conse^

qnmc<&B of enoouragmg heresy, countenancing m-
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.
aafchorizied pyeachiDgj or even eudaDger my ortho-

principles.

Iv - Carlisg her lip, with iliy suppressed emotion, she

j8ai4j I Jjnow not Mr, 11. what you mean by heresy.

Mm inspiration specially endowed your teachers with

siifailihility and authority to pronounce what tho will

of (Jod is to »1I the world beside ? How are we to

the fact, are they more pure and enlightened ?

'^Where are their credentials ? Have they more burn-

seal ? Do they win more souls for heaven ?

"fiiere has the great founder of Christianity plainly

; Itescribed church machinery ?

|ii We claim, madam, I replied, for our clergy, a di-

line of descent from the apostles, and if satan

1^ personated on 3 of the Popes, previous to the

|fj||ormatioD, it is enough for me if he transmitted

lite Holy Ghost and authority to his successors, for

jjss simply regard the function,

,;|^ij?i'oposterous pretension, based upon the most'tin-

i|ltiiorized assumption ! said Mrs, 0., inconceivable,

/pife since we are told, unless a m*ia has the spirit

Jjp^Ohrist he is none of his, that righteousness h&s no

^||iciWBhip with unrighteousness, that we should with-

'^km onrsslvos from communion with wicked pre-

^Ijfliiders; that every rational man cannot see the

fiiktki of succession broken again and again in the

3^fi«rso3S of profligate Popes

!

How could they transmit authority if christian men

,

Obeyed the injunction and held no communion with



suoG-Moads ?ii(;aj.%at6 ? PojpeAiasaaatsi' anatueisusl-

gesce Y^fMing Loo the Teatb, Yicsgevaats -of .

flire aiKl Holy- Jogus *
. A Di^.^aimn to conauet

Holj Gtliost I What, folly too grea:l; for liimiaii g^-';

r' Ififee'ojaWli/'i^'f Some and Its neai'sst kintlis,^

cHurdii of BngldTicI, v':^dp;mg n-om taeir frmta, li^'

I^Citj ike-OLdy iKstrimen^baBtieg fo? ad?ap.erag ^m-]

tiasi^y^- wliat proi^res?-, p.ray six\ would- -vital rfe''.

l\gion IjaYft made m tni 3 xii^iietefntli cantiir? ? If jo-i

'

miJiciocstaad b-erasy in tb.e Bsript'diral sonso,, tliati^-

is simply doctrine^ or usage jxot foiiad io.j incon-

sistent Tv'-itlij'ihe spirit' and plaia obYiov.s Hosssof

tk^' inspi-red Yoktme. csiiisiag '
cligiiraioD, I v^tum ^

.jcnarge witlt'scorii for yoijr arroganee} and picy f#-

yo-iir-blind sabiaissioa to a^itliority.

^

Prajsk', jfrnm do you Mgli ot^rcfemec find yi??^

-deetriaes of apostoliqal .succe'3sioi%-,'i>HgKial sm, b%.;

'tis?Qa^>$geB.?^at:.;; : . tlie^praeti't,- ofc<?isfimation, til;;

ase df^at popish rag, tie-surplice, fcb'e reading dei^-

tLat 'it would bo high offence to heaYon to unikm

'deYOtion wisfe other christians \inles3 upon yoii? ow'^^.

-piyescrihe^ciermSjj to cuf yo;. ;- caiirch-.offslrom sjaa*

pathj with - others^- ©rrogantiy roffiising .their cler^^;

as uncalled men the use of your pulpit ' -^^j^

,

,Sr,4f all this is; not hevmy aad. will worsfeii^!^

:
knoTT iiot the measiiig of language,

..

' -pi

A; thiinder-qlap from- a cloudless sky could
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K - 'MaB skoiiM 1)0 defiao'cly not a ratioBsl, h^tm ir-

'\rst:ii)Xial ratioaai hemg, so little me, oomparjiiiyelv',
„

;';|ije3li(5.make of Ms rcasoa.. ' Ik<i will adopt the most

ilffiportsat oplaions, TOihotit dne oxaQiicaf-ioa,-; will

•fei^HessIy piimge Mmself 'headlong inco error eyea

•'JlSoagli it inTolyes sin md eternal death ! Upon re-

||e0tion, I find that I hziQ taken, witliont looking into

matter, mj religions opinionB from my grand-

^^jUtheTj and lis most probaHj from hia grandfatiier,

^S|^lie again from his grandfatfeiir. We do not seem

realize that religion, is not s iseckanical but an,

vjijlallectual prinol|)|e, nor onrown iiinsYidiial resppn-

:'iitii?,ly as probationists before G-od, sndowed with a
,

^J^&city, and required to work out our own salfa-

' BOBj as intellectual beings. ^ :•

g#?ering nnder Mrg. Chnrcliman's withering re-

ilike, the porspiratioa streaming from every pqre^ I

;;^lj ,aocept<>d a sudden call from Mr. 0. to ac-

^^'panr, -rHiTn. I soon found ,myself iuxurioiisly

?l^d ii: a ma'gnificent dark gothic huil(|ing, evi-

fely constracted more in conformity -with, archi-

s^tuml rnle and taste as a city ornament, 'than iia,,

^^ference to the great object of going to the hdisse
"

'0&Qd, m dark and . illy contriYed for heanng thii

;-|?^her is it.

pfPe bea/atifnl structure^ the softly mellowed light

^^i^ming throBgh gorgeously rieh? colored glass,

afcied ^th bible personage^ the: Sweetly grand

Sfeed organ, enriched with the finest Toiees, a spfen-
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cliclij?:' Pressed asseuibijj all^eiifaptiiring my sfessegj;'

I thought little (if God and etensitj^ of my-o'smimsig-
" smMiice aaa;sm^^ cecBssiEj of repaap'

a»c© aji' atOGiBg Saviousr. or how I q&qM. h^i:

secBre;iie&7<jB'*a^approbafcion% •

" C -A:

But i tKoiight miicli of the lu^^orj and^spleade^

;arouiid me, i>i'mj, o^n dignity mid iiapo^taaeej pr^

Tiieged to eiajoy all tbis beauty and magiliiicelice^ii

ThOfSilk rohed preacher, well qualified to preach

ears poHte,'' deeming ;it. i^^isejsver to keepJu vie^

mh&t h© estesmed the esseKce of religioiaj thesexm^
was purely aad peculiarly doctrinal, hut it was faihei

too deep for my limited: comprehension and too 'Mf
iandtma^akening to call off my fe^hage from loasi^

riotia indulgence. .

"\- -

"
' /^^

Ho donbS toany fef his people think that there'll

in ihe simple mt of going to church, some undefin^^

virtue,: something' meritorious and atoning, a rei^f
ous chiigation discharged, irrespectively of edifi^^;^

' tmn^ confession of sin, openly acknowledging ChriilJ

/ and ftKTVent prayer to the King of kings, when, HI
to go thelJe with other icelings mA views^;

ill frivolity and awful blasph-?: •^7.. 'j^:^

M preacher shopld rather hs:--\ '. v:d,up li^l

, a orld-devoted people from their periL: ^ .'c^tharg^i

to a. rMisingsensie- of their kmaiii&n'] ^'iaagerj, tb^rl

-iGir r^spoEdbilitj and tLoir ':]•' 3 happin^^
-

:. from t-hsir davoaoa io vain pifsapi^

.-/-P'y /...:i?^:iiS3 to trae :?3ryent-' piety -affl^Ii,



-^orideedS} from tljeir odatly palaoa cli^rcbj to the

'•^olj^wise use or riokeSs.'io ^.th^.srlema truti^ that a-''

j^alfcj atitaciheel to eyery^ Vioktio'ii of aM :;G-od's ap-

^ipatmeaiia, hj a fixeii atid,,ij»|Bit^9i:able law ;^»thia.t wlisa

!^|e ordained man sbotild eal his bread in the awoat

||f He bi*om firom that mom^ai idlenesij tice fend

ijeoame of one brotherihood, that a soiesas^

IgJ^tioa was placed npou to he aetiydjr m^.
^j;,thM^h©ac0, itt hojarding and bestowmg weaitb,

pi^gen4taJ3y jisjxirM himself and gaye Ms ohiMren

^JPiaefeig-ikjs' hereto; ;|jiglit ;;;^on the xock^t^^)^^
^^'&mg&ryl^Bii^6^ fea^essly denoimced the

i^orld ^sf fe8hi<^^^ so full of danget^ so

leading to dutj, am and iW eOnseqiieiices, leading

ta.m4. off fr^«n the true end of v the Efe me
pgsliny Qimm^ mgend&rmg & h^^tlesg indiffereiace,

niggardly grin<Siig of, th^ -^ooiff a. mean, coiea-

ci^BftSsot hojqa^ei^a^jid i»^tefol libtvStfity ,t the weal-^

ll^i ar SQ3per<^om?egaird to nar^^ ^bn-

^^ssiag S€3fisijaes% tjie suire harbin^rs of nltimafe,

^^eats^;?'epr0feaoy. "„•-,
,

-.' ^ -

pi.Hi^ shdaldj,|n|tead of impressjcg;'^^". do^Jaasi

piftve ja^ightliiat^ dee^ of mstey

l|5nd goodness man is disciplining Mmsel^fbr Ipghes,

|lttainm^i\ts in hoiiaess, aToidlng the.snare^of richeSj

|0s^pg th^ hig]i enjoyment ofdobg good, k^^owing it

¥^ )^.God*& r^ilh Isijing up treasures for himself in

;;.;heavsnj lie.wo'ild hare th^gtilconacions ^sstiafal^tioa-.of

4;



kii,ow3jSg ijluidrea gijardecl from tko fmh of idle
•

life;' perila, v/hkk no htmm coiitriYsnee can- CY^^y,,,

l>€0&«s'e-idie'B'e,s3 and yice. Yiee.ftBd misery
'
are bouail

togolilier- hf a kw iiamovftMcs ub tlial; wHch^s?^-.;

|)ends. th©' esiriit- ; ; .
'^-^^

• 1. w,alked:]iomej ''well sii^taiasd. hytlm thoughtJe#;i:-

gai«tj, an?l leBgkjoij incBffereMe of all aroniid T^e.m

, mj'yimt of ' I'eligion md seH-axMolemy, Ml of mj:.,

own oonsequenqe} pleasnraMe seasat-ions a^iui alnii-;

.r&tioa for the bep-iit^ted msgniScence of il'
\

In th& afternoon, the w ade^ for some e«,u.so : .

ed to be particiiarly fete, invited all in .: i- i-

tetETS of the^ city, Tfce execution, so artisticailj' Me^^

caQ it 1)0 so full of religious edification, so iBapiriiJ|:g

-j^ith femd piety, seoH^ed i?Mj to absorb pai?sosJ;|

choiff^ajKt peopl^.

til© loud welliu^ oxgm, Slling mih its

voice the immons^ dit^sh^ aimouEce^ ' tho sct^

oveiv a3 aloa^ tEe erowdeii isles, you hearcTthetnilli^l

Ibl c3oiamendation, "was liot lihe mSisic exquisite^

Alas ! tkouglit I, are tlse!j)eople any Bearer lieain^^J

To my Views tiere is so where laore caUipr^Mtttig:

refbrmatioa, a stroDger'^sMbition of wili-Tros?!^^

apd utter disregard of the oiy^t, than ia o^ir ehurc^ll

xauMo, . ', • ' '

'.J'"^':^

. !rho«ghtl€SS yoipg people, tminflueBced by rey-^
.

srsatial feeling,; often associate^ form a^^oir. Ktei >'

mm^mQ is chosen for lesid^r, without ref(Krenoe tq3;|

piety, generally hired for the bu&iaesa, Sysnifig ,;"



1 X'i

•aftV K'i
»i6i)fcfor practice and iWuimotr.?r;.t.

>11vis.procc-;H!3 uM practice.- has sijfficiesibly i)pytt--:vc-:l

..'the-iaasio for. a- more- pablie exMMtion. Thm snc
,

,;5isriifster with great go2eiiiB.if:-,y of toanser, all in fever-

iSixiftty for the line perform-aECSy givea out, "les

;i'.;#.sipg. to the' prftiae and glory of Qhd." Sure y 'he

Mroviid-with mor« propriety give out, *"let us sing to

H^|jlay the execution of the org^nigt and r.ho.ir,.plo'a3e'

taste of the people and grHtify Jeho"\'/a'3 eaie, for

^he orgaB, after aidmg in leading ths mind--X)ff

^ifbsi appropriate thoughts, fey a pompotis display of

/Iriis'powers, dlamisises the eoBgrfe^gationj^iiid-

-

..
'
^ . .

•

^
,

-'

S-lrt' "v'^'ifch light .|xilrk3 of music ijrokea lind naovoB, .
'

'

''

,-c 'rlakes ihs soiil daaca upon a jig to beaYem"

1^ , If the legitimate object be to solemnise the misd,

the fervor of devotsonal feeling, and express

|ial homage for thd Sovereign of the uai-

i#rs0j the choir solely mtenfc upon the aecur^iey of

l^ji ihiasic, the people enjoying I can

^isre he a greatesr perversion of religious Gerei|idiky,

^l^nstead of pompous artiste ismi% delightingJ-he

Mt n^ver tondhing the heart,- it seems to 'me,

Ipeligion being aa indrfiduai matter^ the body of the

I^Sfech ,
^ald be the choir, not persons-^ hired, or

fifeeehaiiioally trained, the m'asic simply vocal, when

l^^e sen&nentj'not the 'esecuiaon, will engage the

1- Mnd, th^iiy I can nssderstand devotional fetvor et-



a&le fooroi crar 1mm alleys, :Dteepgtl-m poYei^^

after!? j'^ tenajttt^ of t&a;W©$tera wildg^ ^kos^v'as^

f <>>:<' fellow ':jfi©!i,;-r^*QM%: in claristiaa^,^ 'v^,^!^

the aaniial sum of f1,400 paid ffer hired, pro^^i

euiofcions of lQijej.|oy ^lid gratit^dej Volantaar^ ha

far &om himi
.

^-i-

'-:-'^Ss,

h&?e<of^hestyenjyT's^^
^.»8^^i!^..rhi?red hom^«;: .eaii;be -;aise<^^t?^Ble: ,

^Dms

pie, -:wiLa ;,caiTy::t«m©ac^ so tar m to mvmt -wM
P&et&dmm)'&7m-Tellgmvt8_ foHy ; with -s^ehj-ptierilisl'



ifsgy vjiil deny |.ro()riot:v' of-eopsnriag-aa^ o'htir^li.

;a':fc'i'i'iJsl' ridiodfi is ^iiiila^ful weapon..'

'

:;;|!|d'lta" 'SGa^yim<5i*y^^ |5©ar. ia'' isaiiid 'rtliat the ijsore

:5^f^'' eOBBecfced wifsh iitim piety^ 'tlie'iaore

|i.:aloiirfor'-*>M|>asuffe5-iia^^^ osit of

;|^t&e/Msxi6h'» cm, m»y sot tmtti'^ow Mi^m-ttie qiaiv-

^3bf; ri^ij^i^'lje allowecljiQr surely &e: ijjjlersatioB ofm
:j|i^05ti»' a!Mjfe, ifeipedbg its ps^ogi^ part of

||li!iy; ;#&y;to; m^t W^k63 eliuits'hj altikxiry-l^ydaii

^e;BMli1y of an hutable fbrtuiie ? I ask a^foiai in

^fa&;*/-^s%--Df!.'€. lias .20' iight- t0''|yreasb^^Sss

t&"'
' —

- '

'

'

-

'

^-f *Fa8iiior.Al!lBc5iurcInaeiBbe?H, aay, Kven tsiaiaters.st aw&teriag

lUl^ce, hare been knowxa to "forsake assemjiihig tiieiKselves together"

p^'>Ffeea a M*5tliodiat or Presbyxsrian has officiated. Upon one boea-

^;sM<a, two most excellent ladies Sndiug thoniselTcs upon the tbresh-

i'^|cl«i-of bcrosy liy jiiistafeG, vres& panic.- strickai ; olaa temarked, O

I

piiihiat TToald Dr——say of ms. . Instantly tiie reHolatioH;-T!ra» t-aireii,

S'lli^: rasjicd from tlfe door, 'word ir.et almost BresitMess,' bm-tfiaf ,



"
^ Has the Holy Oho'stfrom, epiccopal haii'da QYer m-'
; ,poW%ye'4 ••mm. ti>''«^lsj,ti- the ••biicred; ''Wbt.

aerxptural "right;/ his isi^' to>baptme, adiaiiiiisier'

" ,Lora^s^:Stipper,^,drcaMsianora to repoataBC©'? Olea^
,iy:he/'02ss' ^^jKhe,^^ inirad^v' .

,;-^/|'

....etei^vaaoire.tiBfojtojitslT pk^^^ -Besji

,y.:ei;;b::':'retirsment''heyoiid /laQijQtaiDSj-.'iiiider^^

|»a?B>iiiMi?ig nffeotiioB,/ undoubtiag ' sinipljcifcj.

hi^ Ei9v^rhea?d^ frcni yoiw uncle but one side^
,j?a^-/qttesttoc,^'h^iT6^^ ne-^er^^v^Sitored.: to -'think -jS

,^^r^B^:^t^-^^ .S!ye;both ^'-youngji^majr he pUced m^,
yes^^lMe^ position^:

..;'^]e4^;fe|(>etai:!^ '-'^^avrngfiatotMidB^

^^i^^^feM^^'-ifMehj- /aecoua^J?^

,itQ^^S^j^&ate|-:lijt^^;tJruth'a^^ em>iv'let;.ns^^

i^olVi^; t&fOiWi% off/^W^ infaenoe, toping^
ffiindihonestjtoM.yeasoii k :p%;^all^
Inir^ei^s ifefe the dignity O;^ tMnMng ieing^f^
jtid^e for oiirselyes puayeriMy, in so momentoTis S(

6^cem?ai"r8li^onj ;^aa' Be ' ahie "to giy^"- oth^s
'fj

.
reaion &r thO'liope/^Mchja imW "

ismr^m feeticai H^Daster,; as:ifoM Scratdh, in fi^ ^iulph^-;
0G«|>e^^K%:.^fts at their heels. -Tbis^ too, la an age when Samffie^-^
S^d aiia Clialitoers: 'twere electriifyiiag tli^ e&istisn world, to'M
S-oaa BuiSi hsaren-iBspircd men I ,

^
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^i-ji-lmQ' obi^erved -in my father aa<l Mlie^i?, ib,^^

;,;Wiions and prejudideSj iafluencing- S€«i'iorjal|',:our con-

!j^pi|^80 'easilJ gottea lfd^ of^ and' ihat -th^seo iiotkws'

tjiol^tiisiojis of^t]is:mi?|d, grviYed,ftt without. sa|^sr-

t2^%i#r :iea30B} or personal tof?ledge, W© the

|^|«;iom9-:Qf inSuoiic^i as the gr^,test-t.r«t;li>j-.

#iin^ we , cannot be ' too vidlant ifco avoid ihis-

^Is^l^imsiiHrecfed, energy jti watohing ^ke ,soijn<S-

?#s& of all sueli decisiojiSj assurmg ouirsclyesj that

'^^^-•cpnfoKa
. to reaaoRj-,;, jiistic©,, i)eii,eYol©jicef' f.a^d

l^e^? ?lfai?ld lie , ha,y« had to repenl of persectitiiig

^^jsstians?.'
'

'V' .^.v
.

^Irpeseem to be naturally prone to ^uperstitioiiand

^^^eryi to transfer - trouble, and yesponsibill^ to

J<;^ft£^0^ with any thingj';wH<^:'will sate :us',,

^ troiibl0 thinking. Heac6 wie ,bo rv^^Iy; p^sr«-

i
Jsde.-onrselyss, passitelj to atdopt the ^opkiotis ^af

i^ers. JSenoe top* a,re%idnj'ready ^mt a^d^

Ipapp^d in forms asdpompons Geremonj^ mSj com-

^^6d with, and readily snhstiinted for tlidse good

pfeejis-^self^denials/selS-ahasing truat in redeeming

^^^e/^castifig^ of air self-righteoasness, required by
reMgioR-j suits so well the indolence of hum^^

^^i^In trnthj I haye been ao wearied onty i®eaing all

fe? the jarring'vbetween my plreiats^ abottt

|K|h fehnrcn and low ehnrchj finding in the one, too,



BlmS' m^'.md'gmy-w'^e m> where„sastaiiie3 'm ^

1 la the aWettce cf ail posife divine coss'

feitiotii^^ pi«kc&d iiere ill reM^qerto> futote^flp^

;pf "sey??|ag Bm- ' aiid adpifciBg the Eedeefflei^

kjiig^m^\/y':;: '

i^^-S^

,
:Fra^ sir, thmk jo% Jehoyals will bev <5(iaceTS#^

<)ir;h(^ Md^osqe is extended

^mf^jM T^^^o^ oWg^^^ 'TliiEk' ji^'!;

4So^ ehWchman <Ja^ry a cbmplamt to the B^s-^



w Baxter, S«imn^r^?<jM 0halmers iiadv

^^,|ii4iie wtj|p4ioa, -wiUsal; Bear -fomer iu, tiie'coarts

J||^»T^5]aj::tlie, broad ^salo£, GptiVAej^protal^^weil

'

S^p^M^ .-good and faitlifiil ... seryant ?; Wheii any ^

^^ijiis^ j^odly.mea bri)Qg,j^i^ 'liis fpld *?ran4e?-

l|||5gii;aiers^l;ukk: you, ther^ ia not j(>y dii fcejaven

ii^either revelation, nor reason^eon^jna' By. ..Cfal--

p^^u
. ,

M^QreoYer, .'I assert, .-that ,
tnejr ..sntii^ofk|e- -

Ipifmaad, every competent, good mcsstj eitherjtt tifeiis

^^i3r'fel-0?:^n tbe Mgliways, to^preaeb; tli^.gosp^L
.

^|Irexei»miedj~ ^vriist a ^ latitudiii^qriftjS! Allm v^^e -

a hyt b?er'^flieliiiiiig <iueiEFtioiis. WitiiS^tCii; a

ely instituted ministry.; Ijised j^m'S^M^!^j^^<o0'

of the iKorldj, ^pediall;^ se£ apart to ti^e soleHm

1^,: yrho coTiId ifith effecjapyv baptia^ 4nd ptui^

|^r:]iitle iafsmts, steeled in ongiBal: eaa iill t^re

§aot ose fair^^pot of iniiocea^ <?o#d witK •

acy give tilaii|:s,f breaktke tWea^

^,4Jif>,Itord=s^^Siapp«p?- J;,' Z'-4/h.rM'''--'i'''\:.

^

|j.;^reover, ailow ^eves^y one to prea^c^i^a^ is

^ corner of yoiir broad; Isnd, that; \?c>ii!d n*&tdha«s

sfelf-tangh*j-^^^ tocc|nse€^ated lay-

fsors. igaoraaca, repiidii^^tmg t^»e great doctr|Br

prfSogmaspandsolemn fornas,; ifhich: gi^silo iKsp^spg^

^ijd^ty 4fKid antbodty M tlie elmieebj



^«a^^P5§a0limg;,Mth in the Messiah^ r^^
fopaMng of 3ia,^ as "aloQe egstotiai, to salvation. -

;

Every faaMioal/ bif^deluded, vulgar tHnte-i
J^lia Btiriyaa like, imag^^^^^^

. H s|>i^aai^,g fa^^ g^^^^^ of man's re^ti
dsmptioii. .

.

sooti would we be fidoded with all"^
sort? of fantastic notid&s, and igms ? Kai th^re musr

"

--bfsome^nAy::Uteii^ JliceRtiousnesa, to thai I

^

cxrect, familiar; person^ approach of . the hih4
Bhoomg j-everenaai f6e%g,.td divm^ majW«i<;
mse^ provido,d :agfti|i8t^ ift priesthoot^i
sosaethmg t6 liresem the OTtho<3iosj and digiiitj ^f'^% chure|i, aRdjiEere can be, f^om the necessity of/:
tfe: C^^i|)other fan ^e^d^ ^ M

, 'rl feari^:^8M
orthodejl

t«f:: 0toch,;iiof

good meny recogiiiiiiQg Christ as their hesd, and yn!^^
s«5^ h(Mng Holjr Writ ^^ide, good sense'?^"^
Jffifimowle^igo will eyer prove m dlf^umoient h&t^
rier aga&st reSigid^p lickti(^^^^

, , tfj
t» j^^^

the' -

'

miSidtoTeligious trAth^Eor^^^^c^^^ eo&riBitjfl to ex; 1l
terixaig; btit a great relive ani vital governing prini><1ci0 em«ing from a^^^^^ aBimaSM,
giiidi% and re^raimng oar^ t^^^^^ ana actions, :



^ tabdaing all to olbedieiice to tljo divine' will, wfeicb

requires aH^ isidividuaily, to diwnigli unto him, ateB

• *'^^0rye him iii spirit and ia truth, r

Wl^tlsf l greatly ?alue and s^Et^Pi'^lj ^<?iic>r tl\!0

fjrggnJaif? hold theta essential to

^^^^4^acy of religious ordinaKce. 1 woald, when

l^ore ooaTenientj ot^in tlie absence of a godly min-'

haf« tlsem alministered by jjious laysaeny m
i%88i; Have beda fbe case befiire there wias aa elaborr

cHwch- orgaamaionb
.,

.,'
/

'

'2f^ ih^.'.^h^eme of ali'positiyf (fommai^d,.!jin^jsi

^i^lipsal to common seii^e. If bajjtjjzmg into the name

1^ the Fatherj Son and Holy (jhost, means sim^l^

^"^lE^tiating christian |>r<)fessorgj^ beKf i% tri-

e Go^ and ifp#fc§idng^^^ the Lorl's sti|»p^, sip-

M^pis^y&Y^Tenttf) and pioBBly^, as hi? conap^

iiii^oiriiiting^

:^^^.tidnfaad^f^!|se^^^

j[#tli and th© duller m^y. not beadmin-

''^^en your qlsarch ? into her fold, j&im^

f^' ik0ieBj^)ititect&i. XTaitftnany "withont reb^ptism,

'l^yely she oitjber aba^^^

^^iit$;tli0;^jicy of lay ba^tisni. , Moret;>v^B^^^^

many'''
' eniightp^^, ';Kbei^l

-

'' chKrefeinea,_- - t^is

Hsi^lne of W0ciessi0n, M re^nc^d to a mere raat^^r

0 ^fidieaoy^: '^*npt that epiBcogacy k esaepfcifil t»

^ betiBg, bttt ofely tp tfee w'-ell being ;»f a chiirc^?'
"'

12
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Kow,/iift' th<s^.fape';Of common sense' and &fi -exp^m]

GBce,1fbE., tiie sakei orcliristiaa l\ari^^ ifiif

substfltnce, joii may %li atfanSoiij fh^ sMdoi^^^

Bat, ^las! for th^ aJJiaiic© ofpatty feeHtig aad pri^ii&|

il8b:i3ierj;5^ |)ut simply, to ^ow the fatiiitjp •o^

so Dpmf cii«U6nge^i;2aiEi |6 prove

fhu not me it

fjM^t}^p^e^^ the gr^ates€?^^

,
:J;^^'!ljadi!eeci^ -l^Er.' -E.,^slte-' ami^ bo 'utterly -THiimporttife|

to |»ai$t?caJ religioii do I Tieif tBis d%ina, 'thati^8|

iys^ npt jjasis other dogmas, eoiaplicatmgl^

il^oa^ peflfj>Iex tirt ajCQ|i^e-iBis<M'r |^

|6ipinaiiisDQi, X^^^^ not; thirifc iiti wor|h! the iS^ii^l

fpt^^^iSousses iti?
;
S^e for eisamplev ^at 'gor^<|^|

pterM%, that paragoE of f^^ imjpudence aid



m

In i&ort, ;^ir, IhoMwigmal sia, preYentiag grace,

and baptiqmal regsaers^^onj ori^iiiai

^ tlifl^ grand sire^ a okaia of uaiathorl2;j3d dogKiias

|iapiig iio more to dlo ^ith qiiriatiatiiiy, than Mgjht las

^^^^^aairbxess. Whe^'e are .-they cleariy'.iSjii^feii^

^^^^P^it^^eE^pm^i as.^^ matters ' of; ^^l^'

^P^MS? Tin^^i^adoiogj ipay;;^Ktoi^^ them, hut

olved by tke doctrm^^t^ f^uglit, of *maji*B

a%n,"jylu0ii neeasl^fihf^^r^apposest^M

^(fp|ni^S3, Jii^t':^ or 'a Titiated steto 0f
" ^^ormptioD, to accoi^^

ipsa, male it actajjfl sM*,

l^'s beijig an being, iinpa^

sin. | J^<^ of no ^ther d€sfiililaoa dl^ sii4 than

it^iiis sun^^^^ Tiolatipn' of God's refealeS WM.
pjlfc ;|^'9a| sotuKV 0^ sseitts' to- he eoiifotind-

'

%f pqisy^r or Mberty'of doing wrong, -wbidli is

toi jprobatioa^ tbe thingvidboselii,

aiaitsdlv^,..
'

,''•/"'":

Ml^lmife.WeaJe |dl^,na,tiisalty,7aiid'if you pt'^fei". |t,

i^giaaliy,! frbm onr want of pCTfectioB,^^ to

Mt ihis ii^Ailifgr, or c^enjm^kiess,
^

not &m.

Mi l^TO a strqiig incUnation to drink brandy and
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iia^6j"th$ escoitement-'of iatoxjcationy b.ut^ s'slr^ly a
I mta'ain the inoliBatioiOt and fly from 0|>p6rtnmli^

and temptation, I have not committed the sm ^
dr\jnkana«S8. As » probatioaist, I aafi nedeesari^

bora mth 0€srt«.m passioas and propensitiee, ai^l;

albiHtJf to sinful indulgence, but can this liability

ainfa! indulgence be viewed as actual sin, requirli^?

preveatiag grace and baptismal regeneration ?

We are told that- the foegiveaess of sm depBt%

npm reperttaace and forsaking of sic. How cit;

aaj being, defiied with sin^ be adifiitted into beav^p

and if children are eucb, bow can tbey get tberjfe%;

How «aa a little innocent, » few hours old, repe#

and forsake sin (if possible to sin) without di^iajiii

grace? If thia grace is coincident .yiiih the fij^

bx^ath to nentr&lize sin, what nonsense to make «^

this &do about original sin, as a foundation for otbir

dogibaag marring the simplicity of Christianity, a

Before we part, Mr. R,, a few words upisii

another aubject. You lament that so many waodlf

off to popery. That these perverts are genen^f

from yo?ir church, seems fairly to imply; thfttiKi;

certain doctrines and usages, yon have left

plain stepping stones back, for timid, siiperstUioai^

weak minds, at the reformation in your doetriai?fi

;

of sueeessioh, and that regarding the Lord's Sffif'

per. Why not honestly and boldly cut entir^y ,

loose from both, as having no rational foundatioa

in holy writ? Surely an honest, sound mind, mast



::-Mtii tliat there is no reason to believs, that anj

|j|,j^jro(3iiesSy ict*?iw mystoricwa charaofcer, was imparted

I|?|ft4he ]bread and winej.ased evidently symbolically,

is plmii that in using those %miHiir olements,

Iflbe design was simply to institute a sclemn com-

ll^fmorativo ordinance, with a definite oivject, aad

lliiat there was no other stated o.y implied than to

so "in remembrance of n;e," Any further

ieatiou is man's unwarranted Jiddition. Why
a mystery of bo pkiu a matter, by mking up

Ipie symbols, w'xfik the purely intellectual ordinance ?

Inhere the necessity of saying, with th© Bishop of

Sph&rd, that the elements are not eaten as the body

'|ijimd blood of Christ, but only in a spiritual Biense?

llfWsy not say the language is merely figurative, as

;|fl!hen the Saviour says, "I am the door," or "I am
iphe good shephwdj" that with the injunction aad

^pfojacrf of the ordinance, the material elements

;|have nothing to do ? Surely we should liot wouder,

i^gfhen a plain, ardent churchman, fearfully working

'^0s way to heaven, perplexed by your nice distiac-

,^ns, and subtle reasoning, seduced by the bland-

i|iihments, easy ways and pompous ritual of popery,

;fiSnding in his bible nothing said about eating and

l^rinking the eiements spiritually, and which he

^l^aunot comprehend, if he concludes, as I must re-

Hl^rd the bread and wine, distinct from other

f^^pead and wine, as having acquired a new and ex-

;lilted character, under the transforming influenoo
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of priestly coRsecration, and as I eaniaot see tlj^

iiifierefice between eatiag and drinking epiritiiaily,'

and doing so substantiallj, so far as the €lemeiii|:;

are conceraed beyond emblems, let mo regard tli

language as literal, either sense, is to me a mystery*:

:

Is it. any wonder then, if he, ending all perplexity^;'

with "a reverent fear of doing wroijg," takes in the

tiSionstrous abaiirdity of the real presence, goes om
to Rome, throwing all responsibility for religioig

truth, upon his pope and priest, no longer an igi
i

tellectttal christian, judging for himself? ^r'.

J?ut, Mr» R., I would not be mieaadorstood. It

is not 80 much for the consequencea to individKej^

earnest, but mistaken, christians, that we prote^,

against dogmas, for we believe a man can go

heaven, if he does believe in transuhstantiatisa.

Aside from a vicious defective system, standing ia

the way of human progress, we care not for aijy ,,

honest christian man's personal faith, how he.is

baptized, how he interprets the bread and wisaa,

how he views the origin of the ministry.

Wherever a system to e^^perience, or to commos

sense, proves it, retards the Redeemer's kingdom,

precisely in that proportion we hold it vicious. If

any church will, as an established policy, keep the

people in ignorance, not allow them to 'thick f6r

themselves, defer from Holy Writ, to her authoritj^

discourage diligent search of the scriptures, lead

them to believe, that the observance of certain ex-
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will restitute a holy life, that coijLasion to

1883, will wipe ofP sin from the records of heaven •

;|M#te«ich prayers to saints will serve them,

I^^EP^r and money release from purgatory, denounce,

a^s^ecut© and annihilate other christians, it must

Bsftod the Redeemer's kingdom.

Hp^^ We should ever keep in view^ onr intellectual and

t^aidiwdnal re^ponsibiKty; and if we in(|uire honestly,

Sll ihia or tbat dogma, this or that external tending

promote the Redeemer's kingdom : wo wiJl know

c'i^thout consulting pope, priest or parson, what to

|lrop, and what to perpetuate.

Allow me, Mr. R., to suggest, with all respect,

Sl^t preserving, slightly modified, your beautifiil

ll^tBial, throwing off your time honor;ed pomp and

js^remony, bursting the bands of edacational prqju-

Ipse, you magnanimously proclaim apostolical sue-

ilyjession, the unauthorised dogma of a dark age, the

^0mcsQ of wicked, crafty men, repealing your ua-

fi^istiaa canons, that yoii throw off the reproach

\^to religion, and the sneer (tf inSdelity, by estend-

||eg the right hand of fellowship to every Mthful

;^'<ifollower of Christ. Then, sir, the incubus removed,

^ifyoar church would arise refreshed, pure and beau-

litifiil, inimitably widening its boro^^rs to the great

5 i^>y of man, and the glory of God.

Well, uncle, a little influenced by female love-

I Udoss, boyish gtillantry, and somewhat shaken by

argument, I have passed the rnbicon.



' ^D:;*-, 0.,told m^j v.eligton (iid i\ot. consisu in rinim^i '

niglit and da^/ancl evf'fj'day woe&Sj. to oliurcKj44

a matWr of presevibed.'foriaj ia.abstaiaisg pen6#'
,;

callvj 'from' oae Isin^ of food, m ..'obsei'ting eiaj(t|:
-

extisrnals, nor yet in exfliteiaeiatj .nor" six abstyao^tifi|''

for ingefiiioua meU; feo spsoal^^te upon, l>?it tliat it .

s^cgi^eat. 'mtellectaal priaeipiej tKa giM^ of liie, coe^ /

saoetspg maa wita Ood'^^ind etsrBity. He teo^agbi;
,

raligi<?n dowut, aot onty to preside OTer the pmctioal

det&ils of ^sOy Hfej but, as "om thoiiglsts are, hp^-.

iti lieaveD/' tc- tJie piuifjing of th« very tliougliJ^ ^

a»d imaginations. He pictured tlie reasonableae^;,,

the beauty, and tlie rewatda of holmesSj tlie foll|*:

hldeoasiiess, and'tlie wages of sin, till Ihe one seeia^

hatefiil, and the other lovely. Can I then ha#^i

cobmiited tlie aapEyrdonaHe sin ? . ..

"

'Q?h0 np:t; eyenin^ seated J&j Miss C.^ itonrishir^:

eye?y geaeroas impnTse, every good feeHag of i^;'

asti^j fram thd ^ich ibintain of her goodness,;j^^

she^at ikmttirig a pidr of yarn atockingSj for a ^m^^

oM 6ervice^W()rik negro, when in waii;ed Br. C.j Wly

eoantenance bright, tenigsant atid placid, heoaafflj !=

all was peace and sanshirie within. With Mad '

J

saltitation, he .exelaiMed ; Ah, Miss ever aV'

.something naefui and benevoientj hut such is'.th^.

frmt of piety; jour reHgions views of daty an4

responsibility which ev^Qtrnko^i the -charaotei'.'- - ^4;

Her not espressios, heightened by the blush of

.

maiden modei^ty, she replied : Gertaislj .Dr., s6n-
-
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IMe, li-C'W'iPUcli'I owe to the mercy, goodKe-ss silad'

K^^sc©' of CMj, jbow m^eli I fall 0bort.rif"<lutjj I^obIj

:-i^ld'm' .truat, ^ as a responsil^le ^rcfbationisij for,; the

/^ocia'of my fellow er8.;&titre% aadi" t'hevsmice,;Qf my'

•#i'eator, "wliatsYsy, amouat of mental pbysis&l

:j|^ilt^ Vealtfe. or mut&l 'mHuQmQ I am blessed mth.

BoM©' s)!.B<^ ennobling' seatim^sntj: Miss 0., wsa

^tirpi'Oi^npt response, SBd if practiced by pro-

;iggiQg,eliristiaBS only^i would BOoia.eliaBge tb.e face

;|f&e,;iaoralworld„ Bag-aks, self, all aggran&sing

^'jTeigns 'supremej witlioat consciousnesSj tie iiM

^^every aearL It is ever orossiag the.path of ^Efy,

||?ik,aBisg us S'^ay fi*on] 5|.li that- is good and xioMe.

;;^w ',m®3y delusive .>-^,rin8 ."does it asscme, tow

l^tm. S^ra the suggestioas of ^vanity, pride or aYa^iee

l^taken p others, »ad mt nafrQquentl j l)y oni^:

1^^, for the siiggestioDS of betieYoleaoQ o^r pm-
^ce, tbe mind cheated, ttis consmenQe qniej^,

Ifad lae maa depreciated. By precept^ esam|)!e.

^d- dlsdpliaej, it slibald be gyoand into tli§ tes^

isfeart of cMldiiQody that the prin<jiple,of gravitation

pisot more essential to preserve tho order e*f the

'^feaetary. systeia, than the practice pf self demal,

||).keep aan within the orhit of his duty,

sV I then remarked, Br.j judgrag from the exty^f-

gSgance, habits!- and- sQasners oCr your jmmg ladies,

; I should 'suppose, I mmt judge of the simahility,

>iafelligence ssd moral wth of a lady: in the &st

;s.odety5,hy tbe riclmess of jisr brocade, her
,

use-



wkicfe siiQ
l^'p^}^

& p?eOTi<jd. interlap^er. ;
- -

'f,

;

^pare, . jQwt sa'^cs.am'^ S^r, E., replied Miss .g)

mm^ of tliose ladies so yiobly dressed aad so, gi?l5 \

up^::to, ^^fciquette .a^ are trdy loTer|.

.??:0m«TSj_ aot", tQ he. so. iiauch; c^,asu"o^/,as, .the gej^^j-

eyal ,sta|;0 ,pf-2tia3iiie5rs and haljits, ^ou must ias^i

all^^waace for tlie potent kw^ of fasi^ion.
,

'

Inleedj. hme tlje firmBes^ of priijiciplej tlie si;reB|ij|i-'

or iadfep(?aden<;,e of Blind, tjp.roslst Its sweeping 1^.

fluenee. . B is indefjd a, of our nvembors warrii!|'

agmst all tbat is right. But if you. woiild fj^:

f5sii#ate ita T^thermgj qMlling :iiiflixeac9 upoaj^i^
that is ioyely aad excesilent in woman, yon ik^

leolc deeper ; ,
,869 cbildliood^^^ hcjliest friendsi?]^ _

consecrskd
,
l^y maliy a sisterly J&s^ many a (s^;

fided secret of lihe girj^sh hejiKt, exchan^^ for tp
^oM p_^p^ ,iiod,,s|e|jfc degenerate into f<p!'

^laHty: and jbolk^w profession, jealousy, pride, en^
ambitloa tft be admired, ail amte to mike sad im0,
cf the |^£^j^||eling9 in the woinan of fashion. , v^^J

.Ipe eysiy tiing else is morally wrong, kal
atj;war with;common sense. How, no snatter hoW:&|

teliigent, reSn'ed in feeling or inanner, no matter hM::

m^ch sterling worth,, only let it be whispered, tb^

hs^ or she are ,nobody, th?^ children of sjome hon^'
sapretending eitize??, and in vain will they to ;

shine, in the first society, unless^ their pretensioaa

are based iipqi^ strong, broad metallic basis, BM^
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;%t,^<:Bcir parents, no inatt'er ho:w deticieiiiti-Sn s&ns^i

^"^ilia^ment of sentiment or 'aaorals, impart to iheik

t||^^ hereditary claims, ana. a thousand 'caresses

:|^^0m3 ,tiiem to, tlie world of fasHon. ' Se^ sgi^in,

m fresH from debauch, •witn

fll^eely an attribute of humanity but his foria, cer-

;^ljr ndne of the digi^ity ofhis nature, stupid-^rom'

llnofance, or offensive from sensuality, indoetrinat-

P in,some gentesl panclimonium, far worse in inSte-

Hfeslihah Siittdred vulgar places of eating iiad clria&-

but countenanced by pi^r^nts, that their sons

genteelj go to ruin ; ses hini} Ms tery brea^ih

g sensuality, whirl through the' waits the

llifeig yet pure and innocent fair one, strtoge,, with

l^tmctive deljtcacy, she does not shrink : from his

^laitahiinating touch ! But such is the in^orable,

I^Bieiess law of fashioil. Far better for him,

||ie (wmmlinity^ had the money hoarded for hi^:^mii

l^&m giv§n to redeem the poor heathen f^om dark-

l&ts%nd cruelty. Is it any wonder that a lady of

^Mon becomesan offensive, heartless woman ? Sid,

^<^eed, gaid Dr. 0., plainly there is ns;inra^' ol aVoid-

M| the reslilt, but by keeping out of fashidnable life

resolut^ily regulating your life by gospel , jrrin=

rifles, f6r only as they rule, ure we pure, useful and

f^^r Truly, the waS" of the worldlingj like "th&t

..;;l£:'S7ery other transgressor, is hard. Behold the

ifeotee of fashion, her race of folly rm, pleasure-

2^6% world-ahandoned^ soured Ibf disappointment



iadiiegleciJjMttQted bj tli© glibst of Bmrdered;,tisB|';

sa^^mil^^ip^efcelied bei% ovfn* -whom ^d.mlf^

:-^l!!h«|ir6'>;.^^ obsevTeti Sfisis 0,, u .deepi, solSmmtj:'^:

^iiai-^rosot 'oTjy'- cbmpHoated. rdations' to time .aii^i;!^^

tSe BMra&te^0OKseq^etlqes ler good, 01?- for evS,

«fej^,;serioa3",^ct:,, A. s^Hes of
'
rcsuHs is star^

„ngyg** tO:'<pn«i^^" A gentleman's, lack of cQn^feesr^i^

Is^clj's tMuglStless 'mdiscretiORj Biay indaee: a^]i||

aad de^tk of parties, br^rken hearts to othl^;

jftTol?e estaces,. bring grajiliairs %ifeli so^^
to tliQ: grarfe, and ^ new.s.eries §tart frpm-.tlieaeev;^':

SIsohM i6t tlie coacsptioa of 'S0T6r oadmg eo^^
(|iies»3i3s solemnize every tlidaglttful mind^

iriTOldtis -eml^ty esigrossmg am«sefiiest,-i:e^ M;^'^:
lani^ lead to make our duties instead of oiir p1ii|

sures tiie xjomm^a themes of thoaglit?; Yet in '^5

'^hirl of fasHonaMe life, can onl^r Ir^p for i!^;

iHomeat,^ bapSGCceeds to heM^ dmUQtSo dinaer,'#!

interFsl' filled,up witli^tlie Becessary appendages

et%JiettiJi"or -^sooiated- ^mssejaeatsij. till tfe8 ,i#te

feia^sa- ofn aj^^ u; t» fit for eterm^j,
' beeo&ea; the slayet*y:,df -f8shion. -

; o -

' f -.

"
S^liroisghoait animal aad Tegetable.srsation.wa'see;-

order asd ' regaferity praserfed a'n4', sontinised -fey
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..
>Vvj\

l&if3; a5id;X; >V(Win,iiu{! ^ertem law at creation

ftr? .^'^ff^ .^^^^ occsraioii.
'

'!riie",|)M16aophy of

as regardsuthe mteil^otuatpowers, !ias"been stu-

iayestigat^d!. perhaps tKat.more jmpDrtani

t relating to moral di^racfeer, not so^Diiicli so,

||1[ot, iiQ^er jfeese JawSy^'csliaraCber is; formed. If^ aoi virtnopsly om ' disposition, aad* aMIity to be

^lilQua will be proportionate. If we ^indulge in

soaal abuse and scsadai wj?! become hatefully un-

aad censonotis. H wejlelfl to ioi;*:and;g^

^.tkoQglits we-*will b'eoijme' groveling, sea8|5alists.

?^ts-isidiiJg6/ail jsidoleiit.cjispositlois, ^e. ^Qyr,^&Ye~

l^aad SBallj.irfedaimablj aeglectfal, :!£ we dis-

,?^l^;i^ie.iEipaitio^B of coaseiencej oar sensibilifcy to

^i^jfebii^ 'lades aw^,;tilltbe still smaU voice is no

l^er atidible;^ gloomy despair, or oMsrate repro-

tkf.abandosiiient of all hopis of reform

||p all t^at is good, coinpletea oar wretcbedness. If

^^ilaaagiaation is, restrained by reason, 'ite become

;^S(jtipally usefiilj if We allow it to run ria^j We idly

life away. .
If we .narrow; down, tbe-spbere

^|aBd;|}j dwdling^-^aaiiily, appn liow we^sltail ge<i

iiftij or most largely -take; id:' its _ple^s\ires5

W^(m^ worMljrimadsd. If tto seliool the miad.to

^pteally contemplate om" relative duties to God aad

^l^^be iafinite wisdom/ purity and mercy of ctenipr

'^^fice, we rise to a level with the great int^sre^ta of

eitei'pity, proportionately become beavenly-.minded.



llsbity too, pla^fs a ^B8|>icia6us" part for .gco^^i^

; .-'be\liG}'ega|^dsdy-;f<Hf, mx^^'tlie' infiuea&e of ^<^s

1
' Y^biaiJijI'l)^;'^ good h^its^'^^'Witlb^

; r^^ereace tb this Im: of; Mb!t,',-wiiat' an^ia^^lio^^l

^^igma is the nii&sr ? ; He liii^ .^p?ifK-Mgiticaa^

Tlie 13, is his lihxiet^^ for ati over-estim

goodj iie has surrendefed np au the eaergj^, of gi

a,nd iodjr, stifliisd allkiiidljr omoMous interferapg^

it ; ^ad as etery feeliag, be iV good or evilj grS'i^

hy cidlivaitioii, or wi,i3iers "^rom iieilect, his gss^
6»g attdvkind iii*|slse3 becionxfe feel)ler s^d feell^l

, . mMM IM a^^rice gv^y(BjnoTQ vi^oroas, till atl^^

(yperahadowin^ bi^i^^lacl; iihe sovereiga' passipp

constitutiisig that moral piBtrifaction, that ^rretclt^

"pienoiaenoiij miser. -Q'-



,rf'::'fh|a5.a^&iaj we ofteasj: meet mik a mixed CGar-'

Jcier^'eqt^Ij wjtli the ot|ier.'no;'mattei(^itli ^Imt'

^^^ii-geiherous^ impiulse, aB(l,"tlie product 'of/tfee^, „

^^e m(HlM6d law-—tli§ mem^ proud ' m^, pj;<^fixse

,ftiagj or psteait^tious i^arade, jet ot&rwis^

S^^^'^lia:d\''a.a^ ,
'Let'spjeaite of ^qm-

:oi--'Mi^^^^ claimj- aVanc# re-

^^:ilms8l| " letJ lih^t^i} hvit iet^;,aid
^

(^c^dn for' „

l^tesSs pi^yate gen^r^^ or benevolence, jact- to
/

^^^^wss'^Jnot .

sufEobntly advert' j^p :.t!ie
;

faefcy

ft|iST^%^riaci^^^ is ihe creature of col-
^'^

|^.atid\if;we .W<>^4^^ |>prity_ a^ud' excel-.*

e^j^a must <juit%^o, tke'lieari Ijj^; dil%eat sell-

*
atioa, J?eepmg it in febjeefcion to theVe^ealedl

of ^ghtand T!rr<xb^i>^^ readisig, our

|eiattioB8 .and our adt% iri fact, l)y
J^^^^^

alt

^^Jjis^ood in us ^actively e3Eer3isM<j aad we will;

""^ia/vf^ini&lg^^ cmeat ofth6ughtiiidJ^6i^

|l^a% *iise or depreciate. TM^ iratli miist bf

r to most t^fiseting mindk.j T^at man ia little

envied^: wioj npon tbe retroapeot of a long life,'

g^oi fin^ occasionsj Ms fetter

^psrgs and ennobling ^ectioasj lie aas not felt an

i^^don^of';oiiaract4^,'liim3^ 'aTb^^tter, |nan fbF^-

laekt.to.cOmmnnion :witii ;faeav^n bsreatbing player,
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ooafession, itritioBj oi' gruf^indsj there is no eser-

else of mijid m purifying and ele-v^^ting as the KaMt-

Kal ftoBtempktioii of depBrted excellence, more pa?-

tieularlj;^ when connected with our "warm affections

and endeared asBociations : beeauB®, when thus sri"

gagedj^ exorcised hy purity and tenderneeSj all t&at

is gross, selfish, or mean llies awa^. How can it;

be otherwise, -when a thousand hallowed tender re-

collections crowd the laind, when conscience ea-

throned in judgment, every negleot and every un-

kind fict rises in stem rehukcj whon we would rev

joice to roll li^ick the tide of time, and by ten thou-

sand tender detotions repair the w^rong, when though

we feels ths^t the gentle, pure spirit which is gonsj:

will forgive ns, when we tmst that God will forgive

us, we still feel that our own iiearts, never, nev«j'

can forgive us. With the utter disregard of theisc

mental laws, is it a matter of wonder that we grow

up pfcud, despotic, careless, Belfish, mean, or evesi

vicious?

Wishing to hear the Dr. upon a suhjeot frequent-

ly discussed among laymen, I remarkedj Dr, is tbfere

,

not an apparent inconsistency in teUing us that we

are only saved by the grace of God, depreciating

good works as a procuring cause of salvation, and

in the next breatl^ urging us to good works as if-

they would save us. If gr&ce alone carries us t*

heaven, where the necessity for works, and where

then is my responsibility ? Yours, he replied, is



UQim. viauOiuiuOu perplexity with those Avbo are not

bible students, wko onhj read by SKatcbes, and tten,

only with th& saiae critioal spirit that ihej would

read a literary re-view. This erabarrassment arises

IroKi coxifounding two distinct propositions, e8,eli an

iad0peH,d.6Bt truth- "The isolatiBg of texts, the com-

mon trick of cavillers, no fair Eiind will ever resort

, to; You mn&t noyer lo5e sight of the great leading

Irath, that Omnipotence has placed us here on pro-

ktion, which necessarily presiipposes a work for us

do.

v, I assert, upon the authority of holy writ, by grace,

% independently of uU hitinaa •will or power, you

savedj ?ind upon the same high authority, I as-

\mtf that without good works you will he coEdemned.

iHow, is it not hy the grace of God, that you are

':\oru with the disposition, and tho ahiiit;y, under the

; \!ise of instituted means, to be saved, and instructed

ill the way of life ? In that sense ia not grace pri-

^' Mrily essential and antecedent of all good works ?

JSat when acts of obedience, which are good works,

; *re enjoined, are they not also esseiitial ? Of course

frail, dependent creaturea, without the privi-

'fege from the Creator could neither be, nor do any

thing. Unless God opens the door you cannot er:-

i-ter, his eternal kingdom; but he has not chosen

forcibly to thrust you, in; his sovereignty wiUs you

voluntarily to enter by acts of obedience.

Surely it is entirely consistent to be entirely de-

13*
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pendcrit upon a privilsgo and at the same lirae be

under tlie necessity of iising available meass to rcacli

its object. In a sMpwreokj ^jniesB you throw me

tlie plank I must perish; but after the plank is

thrown^ I must eeizo it and exert snj strength or I

must still sink. I carmot be saved unless God so

wills itj giving nie the abilityj nor can I bo savd.

wichout good works, becauso that is made the con-

dition.

I know that some will contend that the unlimits'j

meroy and goodness of God, in his O'wn good time,

will save all, and that they have only to trust to hh

grace and supinely wait its coming ; and many more

will rest all hope upon their standard of good work

nay, in a life of negative virtue. But this is not

bible teaching. Wo are plainly told that works can-

not save us, and at the same time that we must worL

in fact, thaf faith iu the Saviour, confession and,

true repentance and prayer must bo superaddei

Otherwise a man, by giving largely to the poor, Of

the church, as some are taught^and believe, woi4d

purchase the privilege of leading a life of sensualitj.

There is a common source of error among mm,

mjiking their own narrow, or clouded views of right

and wrong, the standard of guilt, thfir own notions

of what IB amiable and good, the ground of divine

acceptance. Bu*' do they not' see,4ihat they are

thu8 presumptiiOtr.:^ and self-righteoiiisly raisiag

themselves to Ji" pjatform of Deity? Human jus-
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tice and humari law, having no jiii'isdiction beyond

ihf) interests of gccietyj have graded crime accord-

icg to the injury Bustained fey society. With taemj

murder is a mucK greater effence thau burglary, ao-

eordingly one is punished "with the penitentiary, the

6tlier vfith death.

But in tho nVi comprehensive eye of Omnipotence,

^ho has made guilt consist in disofaedieiice, may not

burglary, being eq>ially disobedient in his eye, be

sqtial gdilt?

When the decalogue was given, were we told that

ibeft is a less olfence than marder, in the view of

heaven 1 But we arc told that "without holiness no

3»aTi will see the Lord." Drunkenness and other

nolatlons of the divine will, so venial among men,

we are told, exclude from heaven. Where will man

ism the trae line of demarkation between such acts

as will take him intOj or exclude him from heaven ?

But Holy Writ has clearly drawn it. for him, by de-

claring, "without holiness no man shall see tho

vi^ord."

How many will contend, that so long aa they do

Jiot murder, break into houBes, &c., heaven will re-

ceive them. But does the requiremeatj holi ness,

:
consist in restraining from crimes cognizable by bu-

4 man law, or offences to the code of human decorum?
' Or rather, is not a life holy exactly according to its

/ degree of conformity to the teaching and spirit of

. Christianity ?



«;komj dospakj siipppspg pcrfeefcioa essential

iiolmessy for tkat ;would be/ to exact an impossibiW

ity of mv^nw^t' hdmgB^ 'Bk, let- Hm, sptemaii>

c?3j umg msiifceied means,' stariye to, make tW

reveaiad will lu3 rule of life,,.and Tf'asiij.tliroitgh tk_;,

kamity of !?j^m*aitj,sm^prised into smj-witK deep ,J.

humHitj aa^ sm.oer©-repentance, breatlie ouipya^-av|

for pa^doi?., and fsirengtli to' walk ereet, Ssrely

haTe obIj to settle in out mmds tke saeamng.oi' this v

liolmess. and 'we may cease to perplex OTarselyes witli

tijie qnestien'of grace or •

''.^S; for we have the trne

3i;aad*i.rcl of diYme- acce;: . 2. ., ,
.

'

Mr. E. we alxo'JtM l)are in mind that there is bg|;-.,

one stanciard, and T?hen«=^ver we wander from it
"

are upiOR a "wide sea of daabt, no better off than tk%

.

heathen phiiosophers, and know aot, whither ai^,)'

going. We site not rationally at liberty to regarit '

one requirement of reveiation rSYerently as':>^th6r-
:

ity, and another by the light of reason with ia^iffer-j;

enee as nnanthcrits^tive, and if Holy Writ, urges tBs;-;^

necepsitj of good works, it as iiiiperatively arg^ '

the necegsity ofa.holy life.
_ ;/

Eiit 'Mr., Ec, said the Dr., yon need not ha^0:,v,

, confined yonr' eeaisnre to the gentler ses ; aee hm^

folly, insnry,and estraTsgance .,.reign eyery where^
°

in onr dweUingsiy and strangely enough, in onr very: =

chnrc|iss; .
''Hany- ^feea- tO' regard wealth, 'time aini -?

opportnmty dissociated from all obligation sn4<.



ffiSpOESiMiifcj; t&ai; so ]m^'a.B tme- TivfeSi '.vifcl^m the

j>>»e9t discharge -ofdebt and'aegative i'nnoeeuce^ .tfeai

•|o may mdiilge ia any smoimt of wastv5fnl cstraY«,-

3ar 'Oro-^tc-? has gifeSi us a ^j-ea.?; work, roqmring

'°i>?rforiny certain" opporfcaaities and 'm w certain

-allotted time, siicli raastliaro verj defective Yi;)wS;oi\

pdsiy, tlleir omi teisiporal comiortj or tlie t^^'c-^iis,

v#S p'eaaltJ of futmity. ^

-

5 'I iiold is as a princ^pie, settled by divine teaemng.

t|at notliiHg T?Mclv y^B- do for pride. fasMoB,- or os«

'I'i^ntatioB. tead'mg ' to iajare.^or alien.ate imm cWi",-

jv^aity oiorseiveS 'or atlierSj can be imioceat. ^

l^^'^Mfeti; scknowledgm tratlis of Hofy Jfi%
HrE neitt'sr sttidy it-fbr a mie of life, mt rigidly

|:|?8Ctiee its principles. I ofteJi wonder why many

j^end #tsrcfi -wpH so mucli regtilarity,^seeing t"he

foflly^ ra€oiislI object, advancement in- hoHnesSj is

utterly' disregarded. Can they deksivelj hope,

fMtMmplj tlieir bodily presence .will he credited

, ?ds the books of heaTen ?

OhYionsIj the only correctiiu for all such defee-

.Lfi?e Viel^'B, is a dili£i;ent search of the iiispired hook,

."z^isud "R^hen we know how few hahitwal Btudeats it has,

>ife need not wonder at the lack of principle isi the

bvs^oHd. A ^Saan"'^ cannot, ianocently - s?reai?.der his

,;;v 3rgan^iB ostentation, or ' sensual .extraYagaaco, he-

V.c-aase inspiration says, mmt lefe our neighbor



aB ourself, not put a (jtumbimg bipck in Ms way:

giY<J as we- haYe ability, an4 wbon we are told to,

advance in holiaess, necessarily we are told to avoid

whatever impe'des that advan'oement.

Witiiottt stopping io inquire iato ihe conraection,

observation sustaiMS tbe declaration of Holy Writj

'•'we caiiiioi, serve Gou md uiammoa," aiid tlieKe-

fore as a general mle^ and necessarily so, in pro»

portion as wo are devoted to ^orldlinessj fashiona-;

We extravagance and toxury, we become alienated

from piety.

The truth is, the spirit of Christianity, and thc;

spirit cf ths. -(^orld are so opposite, that they can

never, hy any possibility, harmonize. To sustain

which remark, I appeal to the personal experience

of every christian lady in the spbere of fashion.

When I live in luxurioaa extravagance, vieing to

oittdo my neighbor ; am I not tempting some other

weak brother, putting a stumbling block in his way t

Is not this emulation among the wealthy, aped by

others, the common cause of that disgraceful failure

so familiar to our age.

Men, blind to the insuificicncy of all the world

cj^lls pleaa'ire, unmindful that contentment is wealth,

strongly under the delusion that riches and happiness

are synonymous, start on a scale of life correspond-

ing, jxat with their means or prospects, but with

their aioabitiouB views, and unrestrained desires ; to

sustain which, they must be, out of the world's eye.
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'ever anxious and niggardly mean, und wbea diifi-

mltim come_, piidf , noi.- inclination wili give -R-ajj

and principle must ; for to descend mih honor and

dignity from luxiiriows living, is among the sever-

est trials of •virtu.ou^; prir ..iple.

How many thus rob the niecliimic. \vbo makes

their very ball roora slippers? ilo^v is.ixixj have

"been kept under the harrow of poverty and anxiety,

struggling to keep np appearances, through the pride

cl an •'inprincipled, silly, •worldly wife? How many

a christian woman, an3uousIy seeking her heavenly

inheritance, feels herself palled bacl? by a rain,

faoaghtless, ambitious husband? All this ma/ seem

strange and hard to tlie Bensnal mind, but, I can

only answer, such is the Bovereign will of Jehovah.

No, you cannot indulge thus, for you injure your-

self, your neighbor, and your children. History

refers the fall of nations to luxurious living, for

in truth, it is never stationary, habit soen uncon-

seioiisiy converts luxuries into necessaries, children

start where parents Sstop, onward is the word ; na-

tions lose insensibly their virtue, and heaven's sure

Judgments overtakes them. Such is frail man.

Ah, Mr. II., there is no escaping the consequences

of our frailty, but a rigid obedience to revelation.

My son,

"Ne'er with wits profimc to range, bfi complaisRtice extended,

An atbeigt'p laugh's a poor exchange for Deity offended.

WhoB on life wt are tempest driven, a eonscieiicti but a vaaker,

Acorrespondenc; fixed in heaven, is sure a noble anchor,"
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Bofcj Br,;, I reaiarketi, do jou not see in all thw^

3i«w tbe poorer classes are Qmplo;^ed5 refiaeiaeat

aiid taste CTsIdvated ? It is onlj whilst orxiameatiag

oui" globe, a judicious way of coiatributiGg "to th

pooij wiio must be fjupported.

Trulj, replied the Dr., a pleasant ealvo for the

ccnscicacG of pride and ambition. Is it -v^'ise

cultivate refinement and taste at the expense of

Yirtm ? Pray^ sir, will not the laboring poor be ^
judiciously and eflectually supported, when Mr. !Ej

instead of erecting a palace for himself, at the cost

of $100jOOO. builds with the same t^um, ten houses'?

Then suppose he appropiiates, to endure to the ead
'.

of ti^ne, the rent of nine of the houses, to the com-

foi'i of poor widowa and orphans, broken down and

destitute by; intemperate husbands. Mark the eon-

traat : In the one case, an enormous sum sunk for-

ever, with little gratilication but to self, pride aad

vaaity, not unmingied with injury to himself, hie

family and otherSi and whether he thinks so or not,

the bible saya so, offence to heaven ; In the others
j

ca,^e, extravagance discouragedj the individual ad-

vanced towards heaven, childr^iu reared in tempe-

rance, frugality, industry and benevolence; niue

respectable citizens provided with dweilingg, their

own capital reserved to sustain trade, develop tho

resources of the country, improve it, and advancq*

human happiness. tPhen extending your view down

the long reach of time, see hundreds of the daugh-



tejrs of want ^yid sorrow, rslieved from pinchiBg

peptjrjy their ciiild^eia reM'e<i in virtue. Then see

iim bright example, cauglit up by otbejfs tliroiigli

8UCC6SsiY^ ages, tiE fchoasands upon thoT?saBd& ea-

blessHig, and you have an acufe?"»B:ieat of

^sTolence, wMcli may make the vmlig of beaYen

itself reyerberato mtk rejoicing.

In a,B3wer, I said, I>r., jouv seheme of benevoleBoe

mast neeessOTily be short-liYed, youv principle k

f
mpoYQ:tmb^d too, by its iniacMevoiia eflfeets, for if

all the rich were to appropriate tbeir si^erEuoiis

^J%«altll in this way, your houses would soon bo to

;
let, and your priiisiple exteaded wi!i take away

all motive te. industry, entsrpria® and frugality
;

lior if a m&u it not ^Uow^ to use ia his own war,

: <ai his own pieagareg, tlio earnings of his own toils,

I wonder what he has to work for.

: Ah Mr. E., replied the Dr.;. if you thus t,alk,

' people will soo«a take note thaf you live with Miv

(feirchman.

; !Phe saatter wiU regulate i^elf, any how it wiU

^M fiall tirae to j?icet the difficulty when it amveB,

iSsad the crisis, anticipated by yoiar argument, is far

;, ol^ and need in fact never ariive, for there will

eier be andiess modes of carrying out the principle,

- ted only let it be caffied out, till no more Buffering

jioor remain, no mo?e aien to be evangeliised, jtnd

1© will relieve from! the christian obligation imposed

wealth.

14
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Ag io your Ohurcliman argiiraeni I will Bimplj--

a^k, IB, it fioasibli* for a poor frail mortal, enjojing

Ids purest pieagiM'e only 'whm domg good, depend-

ent for every breath he draws upon diviiie goodnoss,

assured ttat he must be judgciil, and live or perisff

foreYer, aoc^fding as he does his Maker's will, to;

hayo a biglier, more powerful motive for indastry,

enterprize uad frugality, than the privilege thoir

exercise ml\ confer of relieving disti esSj and ple&S'

iag Ma Creator ? I remarkedj Dr., surely you will'

not disjountenaikce the homage of man erectingi:

splendid temples in honor of the great Jehovah^^;

a,iid how shall we, witlioiit an appeal to pride, loyft ,

of display, or ambition for city ornament, ever reaeli';

,

the,flinty heart of pjoud and Jivaricious wealth, extort

a eontributioa to Christianity? Eegarding me with ;

solemn severity, he answered : Sir, I will never,
"

hope, compromise the christian, by descending to ,

examine whether any end will jastify the use of

means in themselves wrong. But, sir, if we cannot

estort money to advance human happiness, without

encouraging what we condemn^ wo know that fine

churches are not necessary, that'we can do without

them, and be free, consi'jtently to preach down pride
'

and luxury. The very $&ot that you cannot obtain

the means without this improper appeal, is a stroisg;

argument against church extravagance. But, sir,

can the hands of puny men exalt or glorify th«

Creator of the universe ? Where is this mode of
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' |s^jing _
liomag© revenled I Will not he whQs<>

.j.ilarsjie is in ih& heaveas, and tKe fearth bis footstool,

g^j, "wWi-e ig.the how that je buiM imto mbl
i^M ^kom things have my hands made, but to

sto will I look ever to him that m poor, o5> a

:? (Soatrite heart. You have chosen that in which I

;
delight not"

. ; Sferaage that men, forsaking reason and revola-

{4ioa, wiH hew oiitfor thomgeivtV:} broken cisterM,

^ l^hioh hold no water. Ambitious men ha"s:e been

I'flfkttericgly directed, as authority for this exhibi-

of pride and pomp, to Solomon's temple.

%^ Jehovah did direct David to build a more dura-

^^le tabernacle, but "a house of cedars he would not,\

|!!4idmitting there was a positive command, you must

;: extend the analogy and perpetuate every Jewishright

f so instituted, to Justify your argumenfc. Where

I ?aad when did the command issue to build the great

I Bt. Peter's of Itoe?
; God simply reveals his wiii to his iatellectuai crea-

J
t^ire, a probationifit, then leaves him to his own

f^ourse and its consequences. He told David to

• huild a more durable tabernacle, and David would

f . lave a.magnificient temple. He told David to be

1^ and he wfts impure, and suffered ; as well

Itti^ you invoke inspiration the one case as the

i;'«ther.

^•^ the temple and David's impurity

Vare equally his own work. Where is Dnvid direct-



;b-3: „:iug? Ifi^-wsiB Vi^'i |io sfe^d not Ijuud

sfiSdBtiias ifere th(m.^ fefe etfiaisvatid 'Was ^r;oye4..

Bar, sssppbStoit; bfi«asive ts six aot,o^ mgn-th^ diif^;

ist'edtence, will jou ja-giievStraGg^, JefeoYfek's w.?atl»'

ful iiidigaatioa did %&t> prosirate the pr«;«iiiptuoi?4";

t-empk? As ^ell migbt you ^sipeet ilje, liglit|.

Bmg's llask osfelled, *iowE bj ot^erj Mgh oiTesce mir

tliai is aofe way', lio is lotig-Bttfemg, ^msu
rdWi ]D3aa to lira .ami' sia 'oB,"9Bjo.yi!&g M« blsiss^",.

in,!^.?., aad niiliaately pimlslies by the sikiBtj si&t^j.j.

$Yery clisobediones. •
' '

,

•

,

JehcYsli uo wlssre tells S3 -to witlijio-M 'ftm. lifei"

poor^ leave waste places m his tiseyas'l, tey a5%

lions forever, to rear great^ cafcfe^dmfe ia iioaor <i

aim. , He irants a I>ro'k0ii aad soEtrit-©^ heart, ua-

'

spotted from tke world; tka failisriess and tlie,,

wido-^ visited in their aMictiou, boI tiieir SBbstitefej

a gr??:-;-;.^ '-dj&ce wita its linmeaamg spire,

' Yci ni^w will subseribo kuadreds ix> mM i

ohumh. for tlie gexissal gratification of their .,

own eyeSj sectarian pridej 0? a citj oraameat, tbsfe;

t-arniug their bacfes xipoii tlie d&ims of tlie snlFeniSg,

self-ssiirmsSBg missioBsrj, or tlie down-trodden fQOTf

deltrsively quiet conscience, aiider tlie idea that they



•. • -flKeiY should reil«ct that God is i*ofc^ be- ciieatod,

;'''"*Cb'Ae M "Viho kilietk an ox (for sgjstific© without

is ill w0a« 6jo as ^Ko sh'n a man." '

" Assiiaiis'«; that it is, maxi's duty aad '.fisdoni to (lo

Mi.t'yeator's will; tbafe wiO, onee ^mderstooct, and we

, ill our relations to beaten ^liii^ aarVh. If •#© are

iviare that a thougbtieas life of {vlea?«re,, barrsii <ii

SfislTf, aelf-'deniais and good^deeds' is agre^s&bls to this

].Mi5s p-n.^"3uy ii Wifch s|)|Jtopti^i•tc eaergj. '
'

c- ^'If ^e iii's that 6-od will he saos'e pleased with

'>,«rinag2iiiceat daiiKtli ^diSce;. - ^iia '^it-h h&tiilg

'vlfriag litE!^^ reliete^, the F.edeem@rs'ki33gddm

^..fttbtiied} -otifsfeke^ by good --^TOrks, pe^feote'd in

-v'-feliBSsSj tkea^org'eiftd of ali-sfee, hi aa- ebaeeatirafe

^ : "WheS th^re i&fe lao morfe of ©od's poorj m taore

;.
Itqmfiii^ gospel light, then, and :30c till thefi, l^et

i^;:'-^allh b© diterted Som Itsr-^ iegitiEiat-e coTirse, to

- :^^p, pride andmanthoHsed espressioiis of iiOisagie.

'f •lihas beaji trii^tnphast'lj' asked yon bmld'

\,'"^lfeses 10? jolr dwellings and stist the splendoi' of

J^SpejS's temple?" I>?md Ir^ed in a honsfe -of cedars,

'-f^' God woald sot have one.
"

•'But stsoh a qnestioa coald onlv arise in a mind con-

.feg^jd ag to the object of a chuveli. If it is desig;nsd

14*



M a. mpuament to Koaoi' Jehovuh, a pious offorisf^

of roMrcncej then I leave yon to search ia the osil)?

rwle of christian conduct for authority. If, as I as-

sert, you Snd no aucli antkoiity, and tko object is

simply IB order tCv obey tlte injanction, that men fot»

sake «ot ai?2f%'mb>lng themsehes together for public

profoi-jion of the Redeemerj i.:-,&yer and edificatioR,

thea the objeet saggests the building to ho swhgt(«i-

tial, commodious^ with due regard to decency stati

propriety, exolMmg every thing ^i?hich may int^^

fere with its objects. Si •

Your churehj instead of foilowicg at the heels of

pride, fashion, or extravagance, ahouid, like ym
ministerj stand in your midst, hy its modeefcy, plaia^

ness and eimplicicyj a silent, steady rehuke taM-
BurroUDding folly, presumptioB and wastefmaep.'

When tho sons of wealth and pleasure are cajM

upon the las^ great siolemn day to man^ horror strick-

en, under a aonse of their short-comings, to give ln

an account of their stowardahip, and point for jafc

tification to their magnificent churches, will not &e

Judge of all the earth, unrolling the scroll inscribed

with the illy requited labors of his starving mifi-

sionary and other faithful servants, pointijQg to.the

poor, once houseiesSf ragged and wretched under

the shadow of yon proud steeple, and also pointing

to the gospel-neglected heathen, will he not inqaire,

where did you find the command for such an ex-

pression of homage ? All I asked was fidelity to
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kindness to man. Depaxc I I never knew

pu ! i With feelings of me^ which blanched our

?eWss and seaknl our lips^ for some momeais,

r;th(>Uglit eilsntly, reTersnl^j and profoimdiy upon

>flieat£i," judgment and eternity !

!

. : At laat, Mis3 (I asked ihe Dr, if he bad read Br.

yMcOidloh'g book on thf* credibilitj of the eoriptares.

;

IfistaTitly the color returned to bis face, -with aa air

oi consequence, self-siifficiency and professional

pridt, creditable to the Bishop of Canterbury, he

l^tofcly replied, no Miss, no, nor Tfoxiid I advise a^y

;?0f my people to read it. The Dr. has had no the-

'jMiogioal training. What would.you think of my
v^iting on law or modicine ? I understand the

;i4&tithor was edMated & physician, but early entered

f-j^-rery arduous responsible office for tweaty-fiye

;^&rs, and upon resignation was immediately chosen

preside over on© of our largest banka« How could

; jach & maiTi be quaiified to write on so deep a sub-

? ;|ect- as theology ? Preposterous

!

: Her generous nature, aroused by a sense of wrong

the author, Misa 0. urged, if learning, Dr., is es-

/jltential to qualify for preaching the gospel, and I pre-

sume the same is required to instruct men from the

. pulpit, as the press, then, alas, for the hearers of

: .many of your seminary-trained preachers! But

;
chdstianity, the subject of the book, is not theology,

V «iomprehendiag opposite dogmas. You told us truly

that religion was a great intellectual principle, not



''s'rple Hie, 5«?aifeiimg ih^tsctiealj to/fes found k^r

ss0li a'mMi';'s!f .a Ut^ra^j'tarBy Mid. 's^Mjmk^haMiS^:
''^

../sasi -all life' ilglits,:;'a^dEt -the. aad 'eY^a

.

Kttl^-iaM -theology. '

^B'lfeYe^mmy ©r., liot'joit iil:^

r% to'ffirpoimt #«^''Mb!ej {a*^K0?=^iiiI claiiai^^.^

k: tile -m^t; ofliteisttarey-aet ^^en ;i;o' baial^l.

wMohj Whilst
.
ii:MiMSp3i^tiy; viiadii^l^cis. clinstiam^JV

aitbe rgot of all ^^gtask^gffiy'^nvitit^fn^l^

fc-oae"00od;^hei>ferd;-' ^'

^

'

#ortliy '<IO«j0r -godsi took l©a-;%j '^'is^ Miss'O.f

mt to:%e 'srspiiTemif p^^^^ Mr*' B., - " !5;

.
. ''*WitiiiEeaa compilaia^ce fi^'sr betrayym^^ ' '

For ever be &0 eivil as to be uiygst." ~ '-^
'

'

' "

'

I could 'not r^iiMttg taial truly e#.«^

msbfe good man. Alas I W are'^adeedj tbe best 6f

,



i^l^^mssiitted te-a {^©rMa sefc-^J^oifedoM, eaa warp

5f^5>ii^'i;oits (leaeent l^oia^kSaife-wisd<^ and, good-

good ,.«ad -aosie;, men
.
fliis<mg 'BieTi^^

^^^9a -^3,ttiij.'iias !ef| "aBg^ardedj fit see^/^'ims;:

'"'ictiigaSj' tli4^ mostmleM'-'vigilato^se cai^nM.'^vmjs

frcta^satpmal.-'; '
^

•

•i^l^eet {Wii^- all ;rc!"g|)8ctj;',ldr.;tli«^'are ^bat.'fraii'msB)

.;:]^lelliBg' '^if eteacHr,- ai^;'-fewilHQg '"to. tjosate-

a> b(iNjk. ^beaiiaag a Mttie too teiS ttpoa ^tsB-

.fit too Iwinest openly 't^ eende^'a. I^e book mthSut

€^?§r;::work5,'wlikk^ I strongly • SBspect mil :mark,.an

test book.-''
'

^ =
.

^o^^Vsinaad iispdteBt atisempt to mf^msB the teratli 1

:
ttt-tliis age ctknitfj, syerj hmk mist soon- find
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•. ^' -I iiB.dststand ie in a'-work ^loukted to do-JMHo« ,|

, gto<-^^ :yfc^^^ralismg tlie .religi':--- worldj'-dis^^iicuQjfe
|

• seBtodbgJts original |>.m*i-\y and sispiidtj^ tba|-| |

Jsi<iio9,i00 tlie autKor a lesr-^erlj liosiestj 'sfe'bBg Kjhdg4.-|

soipd j^i'iukmgs ckiftiaii mm, writing ii'ij^^or a f^,
|

smsQ of Ha respoa^i^ility ;'~ possessed of great

lj:tic pawersj'' which,. mjMe Mm, res-olTiag on arg^^
:|

^aent into its .dementary ' prmcipleSj to go -^io il^
;!

bot'^om pf everj subjeetj exposmg the exact 7al%of'^1|

opisiion?. Sarelj, to .^^^scoGiiteiiangs s^Gli .a

fsom mpk a writer, not J).eeatiss^,we _can j>efii£tJ.'^i

Ymt because l?o c[<> not lik^ it, is neitlier pliiipsopl^ i

cal, generis, nor honest. I h<^<l ; the clergy a8# l

hodj of i2?,telleCitaal good rnAn. gpjt1;^ialj la.hori»g|fe,

the happiness of mankind"; essential to ispreaS clms-

tianli^*, an,d prtJmote pietysj entitled to all hoaor,

confidtBise and affection ; not that lights girlish alf

iatiofiylthe offering of s siily mmd^ hnt the honiSl;'^

esteem of a sound jfiaihd and upright heart, Wh^'

"

I strongly contend for the l,egitima,<^y
: and yalae?!

lay preaehitigj I hold the clergy, elevate^ by t^m'
noMe ¥ocationj nnsnllied with worldly intercon^ej;

most appropmtely set apart administer religiop;"^

,
c>rdinanee?,

; ,
S,4a-ading in oiir midst bright esamples;

,

of hoMess, a cbsnmoh centre, whither the syi|pa-

:

thm, confidence and affection of all tend, an inM^.

liable bond^of nnion. '^ut divinely appointed

anthoritatiYelj to expound my bibie, fetter my mmi^



'^ssalc my undarstoncimg -X^o, •r.sV.'in . . <-ioi*

-.^ofeKfB s^iiSe Oi my obligiifcion ami i-espci^jnoiUtv, .ir.

jjjj.&t'drs 'oi coBSeieiiCo, to 'Ood alone,,I shall -or.d tUo

sir, Saj5 dear iiiuolej will joii Iiavc? -vib^hb'

pHcier, niptnre i;he cords,, di'a'wing t^j^iivds cii- .•;

-;|d)E|g, 0O,;iV5le3sIy tliro'wxi a]foiixid m.e- by tlje reason-

:;]g:gj.geBlk;riess and loYeliness of Miss '^liiireliman ?

Ailbctionately, '
'

.^^ ^ ' JOHNNY BAW.

'•

r.^ ----- - ^ , ^ _ _ _ _
I

I
, _



' TO TIS SE¥. ME. INTOLERANT.

A thoughtful maii, faaiilia.r

care and sorrow, when cjblmjj eouiempiating

mysterbus existence, will ponder with solemm&f

th*^8e very serious truths, "there is but one step

tween me and death." "Man's days are as grass, li

a flower of the field, so he flourishefch, for the wij^i

passeth over it and it is gone, and the place thm-

of shall know it no more/' ^
'

Surely to one tlms gravfely-reflecting, the thought

of being forever in heaven, "where the "v?ieksl

cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest^"

should soothe his sorrows, animate his hopes, ai4

stimulate hia efforts ; and then the reflection,

die and go one knows not where," should beM
of ioexpressible gloom and awe. But this rationi^

man, with such eloquent pursuaaives to newness eif

life, will arise from such reflections, and under th

scourge of conscience, too, blindly and recklessly

pursue his headlong course of sensuality and dis-

obedience j; yes, this strangely impractioable being

you propose to dedicate your life to turn from his

folly and snatch from endless ruin ! A mighty work 1

Demanding all your physical and moral energy,

truly a noble vocation.



,

^' But, since we never more surelj secure our own

,;;;Jiappme3S, thm whrn busy laaking otlxers iiappy.

t^^jm me to congratulate yon, upon hairing isiiabarked

is' the grmt arduoua cause of mankind. Every in-

§Yidual wili have moments, •when the refiection '^fili

forced "apon hiaa, whence 5(.ll this trouble and

asprrow among men i and I have no doiabt you have

.^tts most natiurally reasoned. The evidences of a

l^eat first caiise from whom my existence came,

IfMad upon whom I am dependent, are too conclusive

lio be resisted ; and instinctive conseionaness, with

^ivine revelation, too plain to be questioned, tell

m© I owe an »illegiance to this great first cause,

with impunity to bo violated. I feel that I

llaye passions and propensities illicitly indulged,

r 'j^ bringing trouble upon myself and others,

; |ie®i again that I have powers and propensities,

fiaely directed and encouraged, greatly controlling

&li personal evil. I know, that i have never

violated a divine precept, without some form of

R soffering. In fact, that in all ages, vnrong appears

'yM be indissolubly connected with suffering to ia-

lividuals, and also to nations, for I see the folly and

jiokedness of one nation punished by carrying

;r|itasery to others, and whilst we censure the folly

|i<^ -statesmen, the ambition of rulers, the brutality

6i' the soldier ; that they are only the instrumental-

: li^es of that great eternally fixed law—sin every-

s';:>here produces misery. Yes, with the same cer»

15



.tainty that a stone cast into the a.i^, falls again,

cause they are equally tke inevitable result of sjj

unalfceraWo law of Omnipotence.
x

I see the friend of mankind mourning oyer ih

abuse of powerj and the horrors of war ; look wii

jeaionsy upon ki«gly po-^serj and aaxicigly u^m

their supportj the ijamense standing ar^iiies wliieli,

besides abstracting froti the mass of produotii»,

labor, tax the industry of others, keep up natiofii .

j^ialoTisy, open a field for amktion^ and give occasi<&.

for bloody s^mife, and demoralize the "vrorld. Bet

he has not probed deep enongh.

The truth iSj the laoral condition of the worl(]^^

in othes^ words, its sinful state, maktjs them txiti

necessary evils. Remoye them, you ivould aoieii

have every where civil war, anarchy and the sx«

trsme of misery ; for there must be a certain amoiiiit'

of intelligence and Christianity to leaven the whole

mass, before a nation is capable of self-government,

and whether this requisite is poosessed by any na"

tion in Europe, ia questionable.

Should o,ur own country, under its present circum.

stances, with the antagonism of North and Bouth,

so recklessly fomented by fanatics and demagogues,

be thrown back to the political condition at t;be close

of otir revolutionary war, by a dissolution of tlie

Uniora, could we hope for anything better ?

Under present circumstances, military despotisiD,

hateful in itself, is a mercy, and the political pbi-



Ifinthropist may cease ta hope for any European

lyYernmentj better ttaa a monaxciiy sustained by

bayocets, till the pxirifjmg stream of cliristianity

ih» cleansed tlie great atigean stable of the moral

' ' SeeiKg, ihfiji, that christianityj sternly rsbuking

>p that men aclmit to be 'wrong, elevatmg and stiiu-

Sl^a^ng to all that is noble and goodj is the only

;4jid great counteracting agent of sin and siifferingj

i^t of course the purest patriot, the best philan-

/Stbrtpist is he who most zealously promotes its dif-

^ion, therefore I will enter the christian ininistry.

W But, for the faithful and efficient discharge of

I would have you raise yourseli^ by solemn

iileflectionsj upon the sovereignty of Omnipotence,

|j6ur individual insignificance and utter helplesa-

llfess, the momentous interests of the unseen world,

Ifithe weal or woe of never-dying souls, above the

low considerationSj frivolities, pleasures, honors or

clJftsiness, so unduly absorbing mankind, to a JoBt

'Appreciation of the importance, dignity and re-

^ri5|K>nsibiHty of your vocation, and till deeply im-

fressed with the very serious truth, "He that win-

neth souls is wise."

' I entreat you, never for one moment lose sight

of the great objectB of your mission. I would have

you frown upon evsry thing in doctrine, polity and

; lorraSj no matter how strongly entrenched behind

sectarian feeling, fashion, system or authority, tend-

mg to impede the Redeemer's kingdom.
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Wh^naYcr your feelings aa a clim-climan, pri^mpts

"

to jealoKsj, iliiberality or laiikiiiclneags, be ajisuyei,

th'ii'e is somo unacknowledged fifcadish fceliisg, Tyear-

ing ita garbj but not akin to chiistianity, secretly ^
wnxk, therefore heed not Its suggeBiions ; especMy

gaard agaiast a sectariaa spirit, wldch so easily

p6T»onatea religion j exact of no man's i'iaitii or pur-

suit, anything which is not clearly revealed, allow-

ing the most ampiej, reasonable field in matters of

doiibt, to private intcrpretatioxi.

Of coui'se, you "will have nothing to do ^ith lin^

church nor low
;
partiza&ship ia religion has ever

ab'^.di itself linchristian, and will only counteract

your sflforts to be useful. Party spirit, whether iir

the garb of politics or religion, is a malicious, m-

principled, fiendish spiritj blinding to truth, jufltice

and duty, depressing the worthy, elevating the bad,

giviag consequence and dignity to men, who with-

out it, wouSd have little mors moral exitJteis ^e thaa

the ox that grazes, dragging down to the very dirt,

the standard of ofEcial worthiness and dignity, till

office ceases to be the legitimate badge of honorj or

of moral worth. Yet, how strangely potent oveif

gigantic an i even virtuous minds : how often hsv?

W8 deplored a great man who

<*B6ra for tbs uaiTcrsa, iiairowed hit mmdf
And to party give up, what was jaeu»t for mankind."

But let OS urge a choice of public men, basted

upon excellence and fitness of chariicter, and yoa
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(fill hear the crj, "prbiciples aud riOt men;" yes,

and how muck do we partiiSRD& know alboyt political

seonomji or tlie complicated business of politics^ or

oowpreliend, in all their ^ide relations, matters of

poKcy often iaaceesmble to the profoundest think-

ers; we see the greatest minds marshalled on either

side, and results constantly contradicting the bold-

est assertions cf iho most to"«?ering intellects.

In lactj however humbling the admission to re-

publican pride, we, the people, are poor judges in

all political matters beyond the jarisdiccioa of our

moral seneo ; we can see whether legislation is

morally right or wrong; we are capable of es-

iini&ting individual character, beyond this we need

not gci, if we do, demagogues, in spite of us, will

; kad us by the nose ; for, from the necessity of the

<»ge, we must confide in some one's better judgment,

ftnd in whom more safely than those we know to be

good and wise.

That the Yirtuous and ietelligent, spurning the

iwnselesB, slaTosh taramniels of party, with a single

eye to the eleration of good and intelligent mens

msely to govern the country, banded under the

i^mt of patrio^m, would hold the balance of power,

I cannot doubt.

Buty this most reasonable, just, and material in-

Saeacej^ seduced by our gr<»Rt domestic fiend, we

awttge in party i can any man doubt if our legisla-

bodies w^e selected aimply upon excellence

15*
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of character, and fitness for office, unpledged abso-

,

lutely to nothing but a conscieiitious discharge of

trust, that the average of ouf iegisiation would h
far better, than when placed in the hands of selilsh,

angry, vindiotiYe party pledged legislators ? Would

we hear so much of that corruption, now gnawing

at the '^^ery Titale of the republic? Would cham-

pagne, oyster suppers, or ths more substantial bribe

of gold, be our legislators ; or would our hails of

congress be perverted to an arena for political

gladiators ?

We see, constantly that religious feeling is but

too easily merged in party, and surely the church

is not the place for the hurrah, and the throwing

up of caps.

It would be well for christians to reflect, in order

to correct the evil, that human pride—yes, human

pride, the most common^ but least suspected spell

which binds man in durance vile to sin—human pride

is the element which holds the solution of the poten-

cy for evil of party spirit, and when fully developed

in party rage, neither friendships, nor patriotiam,

nor religion's self too sacred for sacrifice. Beware

of tluB iuMdious fiend urging to mxholy alliances

with the world, nay with the sword.

CoiMiidering the age when they were adopted, the

spirit of compromise reqtiired the^shurch, just emerg-

ing from the grossest religious abuses and corrup-

tiona, the general mind clogged with error and pre-
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judice, if there was not occasion for reformation in

^ui doctrine, polity and forms, would be strange

iadecu.

Acbaowledging the expediency of system^ tto

should not allow it to protect error, to enfeeble the

goand by retaining the unsound, this ia \vobbIing

ibrough life instead of removing a diseased limb.

- Many will adhere to a present known to p.^ ovent

a possible greater evil, shrink from a,n o^ viously

important change, lest they do worse. But under a

itetermination to do what we believe is right, we

must exercise a sound discretion in such cases, leav-

jng events to God.

Whilst there h a latitudinarianism in politics,

which admits of jacobinism, and in religion which

embraces many extravagances not justified by any

^feir contribution of holy writ, there is, also, in both

an unwise conservatism, which not discriminating

Jbfttween the true', the false, the innocent and the

aoxious, tends to mischief, to kee^^ the world sta-

^onary, by perpetrating what human progress has

long since repudiated.

It is no less true than strange, that such is the

iaveteraoy of human pride and prejudice, that man-

kind have never been known to give tip, without a

ottuggle, even to the high behest of reason, doc-

trines and usages consecrated by long lime's asso-

eiations.

Only R few years since it was proposed by one of
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England's pui-eat men, and greatest lawyers, to^

abclisb, tlie pimisliment ^ith death, for stealing a.

thft kouse of commoiis:

wa« gravely told tliat such a measure would endan-

g^x the whole crimiaal law of England !
!

Panisli^:

ment treason required the criminal to be qw-

tered, and his bowels to be thrown in his faca.

When the same great and good man proposed to -

abolish the pecuiiarly disgustiisg feature of the pen-,

ishment, the attorney general of enlightened Ea^,

land, in aa enthusiastic spirit of conservatism, exi

claimed i Aro the safeguards, the ancient ?andmar^,

the bulwarks of the constitution to be thus hastily,

remove^ !

'

Such is the effect of a dread of change and ^e.

law of habit in concealing the folly, and deformity'

of things; such is unwise conservatism, which often,

refui^v to reform defects and abuses in government,,

till revolution, bloodshed and ruii do what justice

and good sense should, have done.

Eeligious pHnciple, fixed by the clear, decidei

teaching of holy writ, cannot require, nor admit of

any (jhange ; but in all its externals, all mere doa-

trines of inference, as the light of knowledge, or

experience corrects mistakes, and sisggests, with al^,

t,er«d circumstances, better modes of advanieing the

Redeemer's kingdom, religion may Isgitimfttely

be progressives because such matters appertain to

human ffeason, and are, therefore, necessarily sab-

ject to error, and the influence of clearer light.
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If we only wisely discriminate between -sirhat m

^}^}y revealed, and wkat is only Merrei, betw<jen

pts "vital attl)Staiic© and tHe extenas^^ batiweea tbe

|e#el and the easket, we may adTamse siB boldly in*

3f^%iptis improvement as ia any blanch of soience.

In yonr efforts, baye a care lesi; the ardor of jontii-

^ zeal, in a cause of sach momontons interest,, a

^ strong ©onfideace that yoa muM he right, may
to rudeness, injustice and oppression. Man-

iily stand up in yonr place in convention with a

'%^k and christian spirit^ make suggestions, but

^|ftit patiently, 'kindly, with dne respect to age,

iaS^iOrity and the opinbns of all, till by e^nest,

;pdesfc perseverancje, you acquire an accession of

si^ngth equal to your objects.

Other denominations may well learn a lesson of

'l^om, kindness and charity, ftom the atai&ble

^fiociety of Friends, who, aware that the troth is often

Ir^if^ the minoriiy, govern not by m&Jorities, but by

^^^uuiimity.

1*1 Surely there must be something wrong in a sys-

which would unchurch and silence siKh men aa

, SummerSeld and thdir like. Gm we ra-

ti ^
suppose if fitting against theEedeemer,

|ibd's blessing would so signally have marked th#ir

rs? A system which would admit ignorant,

|sts6ridly men to its offices, ex^ude others eminent

piety, knowledge and talent, must be defective.

If eminent good has been done without Episcopal



ngsxmt good mea i^ifeoist it Soiiig gooci bj preacli-

as " estisaated in your" churcfe ? Alio','? me ' to iSuggftst

oriiame^ 'fe&ve, pprliapSj done m muQh for yeligi^",-

ad?aacenseat 33 t1j.e clex-gy of jouk apostolic cliiir<}l;iv

whetber, in tlioj were chosoa for a specific objssil^:

to-befitnesses of Cliiist's ss?.jiiig3 and. doings, mi^
impart tliem'to tli-9 world 5 .

aad espeeiallj^as

diSviactlve featee, mii'scxiioTis po^erj ^eyer

,

transmitted, it was not designed tlie 'apostles. shogi4^:

hm& no succeBSorSj'esolusiYely aad s^xccessiYely ajt-^r

pointed to instruct mantkind ; an^ whethex, suppc^-

ing it could fee positively^ sliown, that ths present

-

Episcopal ministers are in a direoli: line of descsnt

P^ier^ it can lb© of any value to -the cause bi-

religioBj of any MndiDg obligatioa.
, _

;

Is mere apostolic usage, tosbasked by divine pre--

ccpt, ever binding as a rule of faith or . practice^

throughout aH ages and mi^m ?J1 eircamst^ucest

Surelj t¥e?e must be room yr-yforra.in a' elitirch:

fhiGk 'wM in.p'^fie iM Bj'-jC
" Aiagdom by foK"

biddiBg lier clergy fro^r, •
,

'

'

' \ oSior cImrclieSj.

iialess eBeiimbered V?
'

i-'. it-s i:-; :.;;.
. ;:iiidiiig pioug -

':o.-2a^of -g^isiat pO'Wer frorc. ay xbrbiddifig-'

from rniadi?-'-- r. (^ovotlons ofotlieys,-



Til \,

: Iwoiilt; adviso yoii in your emu mmiska and

fveelj mingling ^Yitk all classes of eliristia.nej co eYiiieo.

i'ao least oossible value ^ for t)xe estvarn&lg of svory

,
'TliS more escIuBivelj iatellectiial and spiric-

;-iiaI religioa is made, tlie better, for mm will dslu-

.j^?ely Wke slielter uiider its externals, and Matter

l^iemselyes th&j are religious, and so iosg as religxo?i

II iliias restricted, it 'wiil leave imtouclied tliat ds-

^atity of heart, wlieac<e issue all the folly and qx~

;Sferne "woridHiieBS; so oft'ea seen in men professisg,

If Strongly impressed "^hh. the importancl of chriB-

•pan hariflony, tiat the sense of the sooiaentoiis ia-

N^tlsrests ol etsmityj and. a fraternal feoHug, elevat-

-kisg tlie mmd and heart above the small concerns of

'l&ae and sect, should tmite all into one harmcnions

vlllSGdy, concentrating talent,^ zeal, infiueace and money

::§o promote the Kedeemer's kingdom^ I would raise
'

y^ou from the narrow sphere prescriijed by church

g|iimits, and; place you on th6 great broad comtnon

I'lllatiorm'of Christianity.

|;|f
' My remarks may be ofi^hsive to you, and some

plof yonr friends, for l aBi aware that so blended- and

p^identifed are the dycisions of our judgment and

|/.,;:pride, lyith long cherished opinions, or long nsed

I'' rprwctices, that lyhon they aro assrdled„ without the

i-'- feserciss of no' incoasiderabio degree of magnanim-

|?-; ityj Or £?lt~deaial, it is hard to' keep the temper.

|^J;Bj).t 2:- LruLh-IoMDgj,_ Uberal-\tiinded_jnea. - s^^

1. •



iS^es E'jfc the- ctelkn religiou stand upon- a ;

= ^i^^i!cdri;:'iy-m.Qt basis, sines the {httaeks m. Himj§^

Giofe^ Paywe asi4 ft^e?s t Her Iriends xallied 1^"

•-"^Ll^fepxt tKes^ ffiixst be i2a|}e^^^ >• %e.ki^?;^

amo^g eatmol; be vd^i^fcc i^elj

csRiEiet be right ,
Iset'sjUs'-ttisaj i?ith & ^.q^^ spmtj^.

corse «p to the.g?&at work ofi geEeral refovmati®

Lei; M seieet, that igaomnoe, fanejuaiee,

.pid stctoa f«^mg, eo?s^ltiite ^ great .ohst^fe

td the li#it; of tratb, str^^li'!^ for adm^slda mto

eTery isma; that they to be r©iab?f)d

,

obIj

Imowi«%e, tha fsf^^a- of msoE,^^d,j^M^ ana

bcfo]^ is^ea an^liaace ^ they must "^te way,
'

kiBdEess must lead the van, for it is perhaps

mo8t:poteat principlem eontroliing m^Mnd, It

the great moral !e?er, mth. it, like the leyer of Ar-

ehimedes, jou only want a Mertim, and tliat tk

necessities of eyery mais% natare constaatly feraisli

,

to moveiat wiil, that lit-tie moral ^ot% the humas'

heart. .

/' ~
"

OhTtoHsIyj Eiaakiaa, aeither .inimdually nor as

nations. .
have as yet' fairly appreciated the power

01 thi^' ^^reat k«v of kiixdaess, or it would prsYai!



wore In l.lio "^souncil i^Vvmbcr of hUixo, \:-y.i M

How oftoil -wowM U pre rent aatioual colli-

• g'loii, and. eves w?.i", oy aoften cruel soTcrlties.

WlieR . Fsbriciias returned •f.c IrvtrluiSj Ma
..iieaeheroim physiciaia. foul mui --r:i?,ai> and- mux-

''^Mmow iatent-j Kostilitj ceaBsci 'Whm General

fMse&nQ restored to the^retreatiBg sne^mj, tlieir cap-

jtared medical staS, there was an immediate response

;to4-^>., generous act, m a relaxation of Britisli sever-

^'^f . to''^arc?-3 Oiir prisoners in CbS'rlesto'^B. WhOj

^/^tuit loves the memorj of-the good as! gveat W&bhr-

f^gtODj does not Ismenty in the case, of Aacirc; that

-kmdiiess of liis natere^ did not ovetTiile tae

pfeTii reqmreiaents of mMita?y-i3Ssgej tha,* tka ml-

ii^ rtiled tlie man ?
' Had this cfelvairons j(mt!i, hj -

^^^sro- noMej l^y ed?isatioii refiaedj forced hj ths

fgfea?eii|ional moralitj of military men to^ identify

^il^lf "mtb, ^the baseness of . treasoB^ so revolting

^ Ms feeliiigs, been eondemsedy and tbea, seTit

tt^m«-on parole to gladden the hes^rt of a mdowecl

laotherj how woiild such an act, so little in saisoa

:;:.,iifith-:V?ay's hellish- spiritj have heightened- the ssr-

t;:|^mg. brilEaacj of ,' oven -WaGhiugton^s :great'

I'-ffllme ! ^ Bat -f^ojcaai- measure its happy moi'al in-

,

t fcense in edl ite wide extent ? Goidd asioh an act

cfgodlike mercy hm& ssade. oiie'traitorj or ose spy

I
.••Mcii'e? So, bnt 'arousing every;go6d and magnam-

[ rn'ous feeling, astonndmg hj its moral suhlimityj it



most dcpieosiug trctU; tim a Jofty ,c\»aMeACo iix

• tlio virtue ;mci patriotasrn of oar avmy, ap.d 'the justicie

.

"

'cattse, coi^ld allow a saYagG railitayy usage to

: ;usj>onsed -^i'd'u a ^splendid osy.mr''^ of m&gna-

•.5?iitj aad -meref gije», wiiipK woul^ iiaye shaaed

tlxe' snciffiy. to go sBd, do likewise , How wouid

Sis^fi ai\ act OS ^geiie:tpsity Havo '^called forth the ad-

miration sympathy of the world towards -ilsser-

ica, dfaw;to. tli8 3-'?.ase,o£ iVoedom, ail=tKe geaer^

CHS spirits of tKe aget How xnan^'- more 'iia Fa-

tos and PdasMs woaldit have eailed to our dd!

Ooatralted with Eaglan-l's craelty to our people^

waiitQn waste of private property', Le^^' prkoB

saips, Hessian and' saYage aliianceSj how wotild li

KaiFe told on tli<5 feeiinga of the people at hoino 'a

atroad?^ - '

/ \\ \

'

'

.

' // -

.

\PrbBd of a eaiise signalized by Buah a noble ac|^-

it wotild liave flone more to iiatigorate patriotism,

tliaa tlie fervid eioqtience of Heary, to eseite is-^

dignation than the withering fis iBdiations oi Ohat-

ham, ' to iaduee peace thaB t,Sie laoat brilliant

victory. '

\
' "

.

"

"But, what an.Sll^itable range does this great law

of Mndness cMiJs! Ififiarestrained by humsa pas-

sions, pCTifjdng, saa<3tifying5 eleyating, if would ad-

Yaace ihe soidof man,"yet on •eo^th. t.o the Yery.coii-

fines of heayen itself. The

"

hiSlmeat of .propheejj

whea °*the, spear is to he turae-d into fche prnnh v
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Umkf knd mdiov. aliaU mi lift- swil against aa-

:«0-Uj Tieitlpr sliall. tngy loam war asj more," sIvaII

oplj he' lis limits-, it sliall only end in,a niil'kmHial

'gisite' of iinh erse'l mnocencej peace and 'ii5*.p|)iiiess/'

;

-^Perhapfj-j ia the wHoIq circle of duties enjomed hj

: EqI^ "nsit, y!;liere are none so liard to tiio nataral

',.aaBj as, to xlo i^ood to all men^ l>less tliOia -Wiiicli

Wse yoH; moeklj submit to iajxiry, reeoiiipease to

^sio laaii oYil for eTilj oysreomo eYil witlx good.

Well; but one will sa^jr, does olxristianity exact

::|ke miiYersaKty ,of tiiis law of kinfinessj to the put-

:^;:l£ttg an end to all kinds and degroes' of resistaiicoj

f:^^ imjielding submission to all sorts of imposition?

\;--km I io suffer iinifbsistiB'giy a ruSaR to assail mj

;
life, or that of tliose still dearer to me than mj

4^mti ? This appeal tc all our n&tural initincts, sense

K 9f justice and reason, the world lias never learned

%lh r(^et, or never will, ao long as man continnes

----- ---- -

1*116 duties oi kindnessj forbearance and snbmis-

siOE to WYongj no mm oan o^aj, are enjoined by

- t.Holv Writ, hut il wliat qualified sense tlieT are to

; be taken, where to commence and wKea to cease, I
"

^leave for nicer casuists to decide. All I askjjs,

^^leir estensioii to tne point, wiiere men claim them

in reason to end by their irapracticabilityj or iaconsis-

;
ien<^ with soeial existence. '^m'I even and then, t-lmt

[
imagination can compass -She blessing to mankind 1

Controlled, theu., by slia potent principle, let nSj
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insfeoftd of ex<!itmg or offending sectarian pride ot -

jealousy, by avoiding eaclx otner, because we boH

diflferecifc views, mingle freely and cordially to dis-

cass mtboiit anger, simply seeking trutb, all ihjit,

relates to religion. Compare doctrines -witb Holy

-Writ, and wbere they will not bear tbat test, CMi

iihem away as so mucb trasb, encnmbering cbristian

progress, foi&ted upon the world by men^ frail as

ourselves ; and when conviction cannot be reached,

leave man, till greater light irlll show the truth, to

serve God in Ms own way, for the servant to hSs

own master standetb or falletb, and to coerce, and

puniaOhi^siach, in any way, is only to usurp the scep-

tre of heaven.

Religion, in its love and simplicity, as it Cfl^ie

from the divine lips, breathing reverence to Go^
peace on earth, and good wiii to man, could never

have 'raised the arm of persecution. No, theology,

wsll called by Lord Bolingbroke, "Pandora's box"

from whence have issued all these dogmas, m fatal

to the world's peace, is fairly chargeable with all re-

ligious ^MS and divisions; and the sooner these

dogmas are swept away, the better.

With merely inferred doctrines, as practical chris-

tians, we have little to do, and no matter with what

an imposing air of authorfcy, with what app&reni

sincerity of conviction, doctrines are announced,

let us test tbem by the divine standard. Where

then, will we find any of the artificially elaborated
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^liiircii sjsteias of om day ? Could i\ny iadividnal

msia, left to hiniseif, who has never heard of either

tiie iiorti»ii Oatholic, or the Protestaat Bpiacopa-

liaa systems, or the creeds of other deuommations,

«Ter deduce, at this day, aBy one of them, in all

iheir di8tmcti?e doctrines and rituals, from the-

Jiblo?

Then, they, must bo the work of ma-nj and fjh.y

esaentittl that thoy can never relax to accommo-

i^ftte the views of each other, and promote the Ee-

deemer'iB kingdom? Gould he find there, unaided

?;ly theological glasses, the various distinctive doc-

: trines of Dopery and proteatantism, aposti^c. 8uc-

^jj(Je8si(>ta,-original sin, preventing grace, infimt bap-

q^m, baj^tismal regeneration or even the doctrine

):;cf the triBityj as essential matters of faith, so plainly

5; jtought, as thsft he who runs may read, and many
Mothers which have mystified and complicated so

simple a matter as Christianity ?

Apostolic succesuion was convenient as a basis,

permanently to establish a privileged order in the

; ohuroh, original sin to account for moral evil, pre-

- venting grace to save nuin from predestined dam-

nation, and infant baptism, by its regenerating pow-

er, to prevent infant ruin.

I Rssert, infant baptism was a human invention,

because no where alluded to in Holy Writ, and

whore are we left to infer any other divinely insti-

tuted ordinance? Oar opponents feel secure of vic-

16*
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tory whea they only bring fo\*ward their imagined

triampliautly sweeping argument, "Ilie Apostks;

ought to have underssood the Saviour's teaohia^

and infants were baptized under their sanction,'':

Ant I ask, where do they find the fact stated iu

Holy Writ?
^

Planting my foot upon scripture, I deny tlie apoi-

tolio sanction. It is only a doctrine of daring h-

ference from the general directions,, **go baptize ail

nations,'* &c.; "suffer little children to come unto

me," &c., and from the statement that whole ho^m-

holds were baptized. But was there ever a more

forced interpretation?

With regard to the baptism of households. Sup-

pose a physician was to direct a pupil to vaccinate

a family, would he include those marked with the

^mall pox, and those previously vaccinated, or only

such as were suitable subjects? Why, moire in the

one case than the other, interpret the divine coot-

mand against reason ? Moreover, "the manifest in-

ference is, that infant baptism was not a recognized

institution of the christian church, down to the com-

mencement of the fifth century."*

But m the absence of all positive command^ 10
v'

us again appeal tc common sense.

In every case where baptism is mentioned, sif^

open profession of Christ or repentance, precedecf

the ceremony. How could the apostles teach chrif-

* See Credibility of the Scriptures, vol. 2, p. 136.
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tianity to infants, how could they proft^ia or repent,

; never having sinned ? May we not infer adult bap-

jMam only de'ri^^ned from the generally recognized

jiobjeeS of bai'tism ? Only extreme men, and with

iao better foundation than their own conceit, view

ilt as a regenerating rite. Others regard it as sim-

ply an initiating ordinance.

I Can we suppose tliat Christ desired mere nominal

J|»en^bers of his church, without any inteilectcial re-

ySogmtion of him and his cha?ch ? If so, as well

;j^ight brutes and stones be baptized.

^ Infaiit baptism has been compared to circumci-

Ision, and by many supposed to substitute that Jfight,

^t the one h(?id no more to do with the other, than

Sjl has with the Eucharist, Oircumcision was clear-

a positive divine institutioa, and where we are

fiot told to the contrary, may reasonably infer, was

i' desigued as a national mark.
St . TT-,,.™ xi. . -i» v-.-i; 1.-1 -.t...t..

- vpua hiixj eiuujecv ui uapuBui, uxnj wriw in eunreiy

^ilent; one was exclusively confined to males, the

Xother designed for both, one without any object de-

fflgned, the other clearly designed as initiatory to

^^ ihQ church, the one a political, (if religious females

ir^ould not have been excluded,) the ot^i^ir a religious

:^^^f the one implied an intellectual apj^reciation of

i Otfjiect, the other total unconsciousness. Reason

^^eils us that baptism could only have been designed

i as an open confession of Christ before men, as the

^ great head of the church and Redeemer of mankind,

^ to which infancy was incompetent.



I eoateadj tlienj tliat iniUat b&pfcisrui ici purely

g^^atiiitoiis siofltmie of iixferenee, yes we see, eTea-i\j ;

t'Es d&y., ,^ltli no 'bettef foiiadationj 'wifcli 'wliat liol

haste tke breatWess messesige? runs for tlt^ pavsotj

ttf
.
baptize tli0-:^%^ig iiifast, and, s6ej afes I Jf tlii

;

m^TiQ was B0£ too a.S^SGti:agl/ solemiaj how ridicy?

lously T9nerf\bio age, leamingy gemus. and e?^

pietyj descondj ^iili; solemn gravifcyj to sanciioa^ j;

idle cereOTony and bring an infidel saeer tipoa (slirlsr'

'

tiaeity.
^

;
-

" " - ^ -.^^

Kor 5s the doctrine free from a moi?8 seriotil;

charge... Who itaa not s&an amiably nay^ promispg

mdividvials, strongly attaclied from bktMglit, earlj
'

ass(^mtio|is and.ties of blood, to a particiilar churali,'

dmeii «.waj>
;
andj, p^rbaps^ kredaimablj soared

;

irit^ifJ^ion,^% TPipoaiafant ba^

balras^mg dilemmaj of admitting, go far as the ifi-?^*

fi^t i8,<5on<jerEied, the cereiaony nselessj or of deny-

mg to Ettle isipoeene^ the benefit of the ordmaace,

on accoiint offarentd delinquency. e

3^ is oiie of those ^s^Maxk^U cases, where boM

aiss^ptlon to sustain doctrine, |ias b^en redHessly

forced upoii the wodd by thecilogy, through the

subiJiissiYes, imqueatMMng credislity of saankind, (so

m«cli advocated by some in reiigioiis mattoTS,) firmly

rooted in their faith, dividing the christian fold, asd

to be ssstaiaed by ev«n Sre and'^siyord.

If men, with the lamp^of reVeiation iii theis hmd^



mimS-deaoed by dogmatical teaching, woukl^ siffi,ply-

refiect anS reasioaj liow nmcli erobarraBsing error

.^'WOtt'ld disappear ! Whers ''is
,
the clear tincloiKled

..lasfei&a of apostolidal sucesssioB, reyeale*!'. ?
^,
Where

Mlh.B evidence .tHat the Holj 0host Jbas ever beea

Hilparted irom .aBy.pretea apoatolicsal saccessor ?

vHp.anj bishop -e^^^ professed Sp consciousness of

jQBsessiHg this po-Wer ? Think jou tliat Paul, to-
' eoaacious of professisig it, wtmid haTe^ ev^r da^red

to pretend impattiag the Holy Ghostt cr has Wiy

Itiest ever acknowiedged its receptionj in any ye-

tswal of his nature^ or increase of pu^er aftsr the

-'imposition of epise/ipal hands? Are they sot all

'Vtiio aao8 mettj in every respectj as they were one

Wmm hefbr© thie brdiaation ? ^ Whea the bishop, at

l^dinfttion, say^ receive ye the Holy <3Jsostj^in the

|;?|np8t 'hls^phemoiis frivolity ?" Will any one ha.ve

ppe hardihood assert that this lasgaa^ is oiiiy

flpppHcircory ? ''Wil^ the S^iviour, from whom It is

plorrowed, it was an authoritative commnnioatidn of

|; |h6 spirit. If prayer, 'syhy does the bishop stand

^j f&ji ihe hnmble priest only feneel ? Why has not a

|?^|6aeon as well as an ordained priest, anthcxpity to

I
^ remit sins ? Is it because the Bioly Crhost has not

|:r^en imparted V 2?dj the prelatio language is not

D pr%er. Where then is the authority for a dogida

: which only cosiplicates religion and divides chris-

Plians, to the ^reat prejudice of a common cause?



FerlsapSjitxpm 'counfey, as &,r as teprtssj g08%.';

so ohristiaifci deRcmmatioiv J'eiJkj. iu canceafeatsi- -;

faree^ to tho same degree the spirit of mtolevaac?,,
-

as tlie :IFaitarma,' . See kim stsnding -ftmong us :m

isolated- - e'hristiajjj
.
W^at ' fcommation . symj^j

^

tMses V
'

"So faV is t-Ms siBjj tanehristm?-.

,s|imfe'^arried,: ttelie li&s not only been deixied.-^,-:

^riTS^ge to sta/|d up befors' membesaief otaet

olitirches, coaToned for a |jene'soieH£^l>je% iai

Toke a BMsiisg %<>a cfeairit^ble effort^ 1>ut it

beeii es:ten«ied t« the , Tery bricks aad mortar?

.

WKen kindly inYited by a tJaitafiaa mimstejf to wi^r- ^

slip ia Ms cKmh, some coBsm'xng t^^ pure and:

Pbe^Mnded minister -who accepted the eourtef^?

kaffe^i«^s^ to -'
-'^^^S

B^tj fellow: traVefes to a greaf and a"wM day o£ •

aseotuit^ where fl»76 ydti ies^ed^it to be your dtt^;:

^tc^ res^ to lieavf^l Has not^od

ioYe tjbie bfefeen, judge not Jest you he jtidgeC|^

'^at xigbt^ in tbe name^of reasoBj have you to

scribe tlielJBHamaiij reyerentiy praying forh^vea^

Klessisgs ? "Wlio^made you

owR i»aster lie stai^^^^i falle^^h ? Do you^^a^J^

see tb&t yo^,.i£sJfee /?«ry spirit ofTiie lat^fol iii?^

'^mUmiQf "^fi^^Mng ladders from biell to bq%
liieaveDj" fenori^^^od at tlie burniug stake f I;

Clan there be^y Iegitim9,ti5 ground for exclosion

fr6m cbrisiian fraternity, b«t a deMat in doctriniSj
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sad praotice -of- iihe M'essiali ? To r- ; ^.nder-

^'jlaRding, he ia revealed .ihe.'vejy Ooil; ]r - uliea a ,

?;^et«if good moB, acknowledgij^g OLrist v^ift gret||

Moandfer ke^iS of the '

cl3.urc1i on^cartlij 'k«a^c?a

.^'§§Bt to revea,! and isstruet. hj precept .and ,e:xait^ipl0

5?|P^4dime ackBowledgragT££ol^^li?rit:aS'lb

Hsile of -ifaith sad; lifoj seeking to do Ood's wlH'as

J^Bi^le^ge tilie'^m^ .leaomice iJiemMiss:

';Wmies 1,0 aadJ0M^''
. .

-

' Admi&^'Me pidt^kw^^^^^ do-aver,

fJrthWaaifee of re|s<^,justiee' and^ Christianity, tii&t

ll^'is entitled'to aii'lie:sympaihy^

1^ to 'tiie' credit of'Ipaeat^.c^ JJ^nd a com-

^&^iaterest m ,£;?0Okmo^ reiigibn. .

- We shoald.re-

^^dly, pe*v0^.pr TniiEd^r^cted ,<jaB¥^^ ;

^ is sS^ikn under the s&riction of |reatjn^
^pm the accideni^ of education, or im^^ ipis-

^atrtic^ioii" ' ]^S^;-iWrxt^; 1fereigii!t()^M Irr^teiit

iKmg-tb .oTir^coBMon^ Ba^ioit.;

kS^s'^yeat' sow
,,_|6 tea ia Bedeewsr,

^^tt^d in ¥s own' waj^fbr liig gaivatioB^ aad-man-

^^ptg,i;he,saiae !ove;lio Ins'neig^OT^ '
-

^

iJSsiiere' anjy argnm^niin" coerdosi?
,
Wi^_^hars|

|ienQBdMofi';eq^^ of'e#o^, br TCf^^; ffiea ?
.

I

^'iS a6tfbr doetma^ |6r tl3^;3aaci»im of ^e-

^ Jfesdiaapprovedof J iipr>^ com?tsoBS andkin^
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iateriaiEgHBg give it. 1 do not care for uniformii^

'

in externals, rxot evea saodes of faiths, but nmty of

spirit, the Saviour's h&dge of discipieship, love to ail

tlie brethren.

A Methodise when most conveBientj wiii umte in

prayer yfith m Episcopal congregation. But do^

h© thereby recogniaie apostoliq successioii or baptig-

mal regeneration ? Will any one contend that tfeii

kind and: courteous conduct here urged will impedj

.
the progress of true religion ? As well tell me, that

to-morrow's glorious sun, rising in majestic brilliant

cy, will shrjud the world in darkness I

One great cause of bigotry and intolerance is,

that mankind have ever been, to a great degree, ^
priest-ridden raca. We have been too indcJent

timid, to read and think for ourselves, and being

ignorant we have been prejudicedj bigoted and in«

tolerant.

Imagination and credulity from early times have

invested, without any scriptual authority, the cler^

with a mysterious personal sacredness, a divine au-

thority, ex-officio, to understand and expound the

3cri|)tures. This notion hae had the ejOTect of fixing

the dogmas of men, by authority, the query ever

being have "any of the rulers believed ?" At the

same time it has not only in their own minds re^

leased them from the obligation of becoming en-

lightened christians, bat from religious duty. Hence

with so many the mode of religion is the mere pre-



: jadjoe of education. Hcace the impression with

many, that laymen oannot understand the plain es-

i sential teachings of Holy Writ, that there must be

some priestly interpreter, some spiritual medium,

who must rap for us before ttc can understand our

: bihie.

* But when called upon to answer for continuing in

^-doctrines and usages hostile to the Redeemer's king-

f dom, think you. mih the bible in your house, and

the priviiege of reading, it will be any justification

to say, my bishop, my priest or parson taught me
:so?

; There is no divinely coiistituted clergy to con-

#stnie your bible ; you must search the scriptures

?;for your own faith. The world Mas ages getting

i^yid of the dime right of profligate kings to trample

iroa it, but it is now banished the world forever, and

the same doom, at no distant day, awaits the divine

V right of theoLgians to dictate religion to mankind.

If any set of men will assert special qualification,

-by inspiration, or infallibility, to perpetuate or es-

^tablish any system, arrogantly exacting unqualified

assent to all its speculations, expoundings and ex-

' terna?3, let them shew their credentials ; no inferred

traditional dogma of apostolical succession will do,

but immunity from human frailty, or miraculous

power. The truth is, men generally choose their

mode of religion ander some early bias, before they

are realli/ christians, then viewing all others through

17



186

tho iKedium of long cberiahed prejudice and bitter

feeling, their pvide, ineliaatioa, and all their asso-

ciations identified with the church of their early

adoption, instead of, like rational beingSj reading

md reflecting to iiixd the wisest system, tbej use

both their bible and their reason to fortify their

position, right or 'wrong. Now, a man acting ra-

tionally, will, as regards all this, "put on the new

man ;" he mil 'uJA the church of his mechanical

adoption in strict abeyance till he has honestly test-

ed its claims on his preference ; and surely an in-

tellectual, honest man will take that system he finds

most in accordance *nth the plain written truths and

spirit of the bible, and which reason and experience

show is best calculated to secure the great ends of

reiigion—make men holy here, and happy hereafter,

in other words, advance the Kcdeemer's kingdom.

Every honest minded man who will calmly look

at the matter, must see that religious dissonsions

(not differences of opinion held in humility and char-

ity) seduce the mind from the search of truth and

true piety, confirming error ; that bigotry, petty sec-

tarian jealousy, intolerance and political persecution

spring from them ; that they engender a harsh, cen-

sorious spirit ; lead off from sfelf-examination, and

that iadividual cultiire of the heart, which, lifting

the curtain that hides our own frailty, suggests hu-

mility and kind forbearance, that in the rancorous

zeal to promote sectarian views, genuine religion is
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lost sigbt of, meiij under the deltiaion that it is reli-

gion, substifcuting party zeal for holy living.

Instead of strengthening antagonistical principles,

let as aim to draw christian men more together. As
religion m an individual matter between them and

their Godj urge men to reflect 5ipon the natural,

reasonable right and duty to think for themselves.

In short, let us labor to remove religion from specu-

Ifttions, sectarian expoundings and all externals, re-

storing it, where its great founder placed it, under

the safe keeping of Holy Writ. Let us urge men

before going to war, to examine well, -whether certain

doctrines and usages, stumbling blocks in the way

of flo many, have a decided scriptural authority, are

really so vitally important, as to be relentlessly and

recklessly adhered to, at the cost of christian dis-

union.

Perhaps there is no more palpable mischief from

an unchristian, senseless, sectarian spirit, than is

seen in most country neighborhoods. See it divide

a community, hardly capable of supporting properly

one church, into small religious companies, recipro-

cally jealous, harshly judging rivals, each niggardly

supporting a poor starveling minister, who, in his

turn, instead of triumphantly and joyously leading a

happy flock through the green pastures of Christianity

to the way of life everlasting, leaves them to starve

by the way. iSurel^ the true christian course is, not

to distract still more, but to harmonize the discordant



mafeeyials by tlio oxcYcise of kix-d forDoai'anac, m^afcal

eoEoesaioas aatl a gene-roiis spirit of <Aa,iifc;yj to soivie

jMdj 'OOBcejted sdiosie to somim ihe serYkes of a

'kjgli-toixedj gifted mkiseerjaecorclmg '-o the vxQ:m oi"

f'the cna/iorify/.) no m'^ztor ^ih&iihGS Glmvohm? n.^ Motlv

IrTesDyserii?;!-;, Ejiptist or •what, so as a trmj

;biiri3tia.r mn^^^;, T/ho. impaysng his ovm spirit and
'^ Giiaracter to tlie peopiej iyooM elcYatft the B.eigl\bor-

Iioocl piety. See it thnistiag its liatefiil li-nacl. a

hm&R of discord a^ad SEiscliief, in sjll oiiv conc-ernr..

on? ele(3lioaSj our courts, o^xv schools, our social

, Tqxl gee Methodists, Baptists, rresbjfeexiaias.

flying past each orJier's chiirciieSj as if. so many

pest liouseg, fraveiing miles out of their -way, as if

tbers was more ihaa ane saying faithj one Saviour.

Oi' one road to heaven.

Is it any wohdex m the coHiitry, all the influence

of example,, mea»s and energy tkm frittered av/ay,

we so often find religion a feeble, sickly plant, strng-

gliiig for esist^jnce ? "When see in secular mat-

ters, the Yaliie of concentratioB, that talea^ means,

&e,, conibiaed, give •weight and energy, can any one

d'Suht that christian harmony i;v'0'akT fastly promote

the religion a-ad comfort cf a .-neigh borhood ?

comes from. ..pla.cing...re%ioa
_ so much in- ex-

"

uernals, in a ccrta.in set of dogmas or formg. instead

of in a aimple, roverentfel obedience to God's plainly

(not inferred) isYeGlsd ~7ilL

'
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With sound view^, liow n^differeni; would men be-

came to ab>si;ractioiuj5 v/iieElior Obrist was (tocI ]*.im-

self, or in h'm inlier^nt aafeiire still to be revealed, so

that, secured to us m our B^edeemer ; wlietb.er |>rQ-

j'isstmed or not to heaven, so f-s assTired o£ getting

there ;.. •^.Yliethsr a born, or selA-masIe^ sinner^ so as

consciQiiS of bem!:^- purified hi tlio 'blood of Ckcisfc :

whetlier baptism in isfencVp or adult agej -mtli s^rialc-

ling, or iiamorsioB, 'vTas apostolical-iisagej so as mltl-

ated into Clirist's clim'cK ; TThetlisr the minister Tfas

opiscopallj or aot orclaiaecl, so as lie wafs pious,

fervent aed gifted.

After allj _ for every practical piirpoBe, all tlic

blesaiiigs of religion j what do all these denomina-

tional doctrines amount to? '3ie bible resolving

our •wliole duty, into a conscieatious obedience to

Ood's •will—a holy life ?

How any enliglitened christian cao be deeply

impressed -sritli the solemnity of death and Judg-

mentj the awfulness of eternity^ he imhiied ^ith

the great truths and spirit, receive into his heart-

and. iiiiderstaadiag, -dR the rich promises and dread-

ful threatenings of .seripturej aad still dT^ell on such

unimportant matters of apeculation and form., as to

become seyerely sectariaaj cut off from his syapathy,

eha::ityj social intercoiirse or religiouiJ comrannioa, a

cfei^stian "brother merely heeaiise taay OEraiuut agree

iipoD, abstract dogmas, is among the -^ronders of eartho

The fijundation of the practice of going to cbiirchj

IT*



must be the implied o'bligalioiij irom the commands

^'go and teaca. all riation*.?, .pcyfeet yom'self ia holi-

TASSSj und--tlio apostolic, ;-mjtttietiox55 ixot^ to tbrsalge

assembling yourselves togotlior/' ail of wliicb. re-

quire people to meet togother. But we see notbing

said a"boiil; people hayiGg di&eroat opinions on de-

batable points, escusing thbm from these meetingg.

a.nd we do kxiow ia the infancy of obristianity there

were coasiderable. differences among cliristians. To

whom did this obligation apply? Surely to all Chris-

tiana, iitid is not every man a christifin 'who ac-

kao^7l0%^s Christ as the Head ft? the church, and

emh'ii^iB his teachiugs ? Und^fTnis definition, are

sot'llia:!i%emberrf o^-'s^ll '&e- ; pricits, sscts embraced

.

•i^'-thiryMi^ati}^^^^ :

•

- •.Hbt?',"if the object of going to cliiirch be to get.

clearer vievfs, cherish feelings of piety to -G^cd, arid

charity toman; freshen iip your principles,

gather strength to eBCOimter the temptations of lifej?

I see nothing m^JIgly;:l'WVit^^ ^^^^ man

from uniting with his risighbors, even if he cannot

tiiiak with them upon, abstract truths ; but I see

enoTjgh to reqnire him to do so, rather than divide

and distract a small commiiiiity, enfeebling religion.

Without this liberality, in a sparsely settled

neighborhood; it -is impossible to crCct, and ms-fj

tain churches ia healthful vigor ; and I think a

man must satisfy an enlightened conseienCe, that

& union "with his neiglifcors aetuaily impede



'i-luistianity, before he can stand oJoof, guiltless m
flio oye of reason. - Miicli less is it cliristian come-

' liaess, itIicjU a 2',ealoiis Metliodist prea«lier builds up

a prosperous biblo clr.ss, ^Yisei'e the members of the

. diSersrit cliiirclieis assemble., for a zealous ——

—

s;.to start an opposi'ion class, and weaken the spirit

t^Mcb. eondiicts it : or wben a ^ealoiis cliurcli-^

maB, with great labor, gets a respeccable cliurcli

. erected* and a godij maa is fast harmoniziEg tbe
' idiscordaiil} uiaterials into a sealous congregatioDj

for a —, because be do«s not ffincy a form

of prayer, or so unimportant a matter as a surplice,

t() esert iiimself to distract tMa little prosperous

cburcli, destroy harmony among aeigbborsj diffuse

;tiie small means of doing good, coinpel others to

witlihold tlieif, benev0leaiee from otber objects, from

t: :> necessity to sustain the tottering church, and

^^^pen the Soodgates of sectarian mischief. Truly

^^tisi^gt^ think, that such believe the great object

|H¥a ehnrch *'] to teach dogmas ; divide the christian

I
fold, "or that it is the theological Proci'ustean bed,

I : to adjust the length and breadth of orthodoxy.

1:= I will not say^ what the great eaemy has to do

|i |ere, whether the 'motive power, be party feeliag,

I
some ignorant contracted view^ or some debasing

" Selush end,- but I dare aver, in,s«eh confoimding of

"0hi2rch and Christianity, snch/negleet 'of the jewel

- for the casket, such impsding of his Mngdom, the

spirit of Olirist has no ag;eneY.



'i^o sucli, as o£ old, does \^ ^psA^^^ ^^-^^^t^ '|

nof; of what itu^niicr'-of -^t^^-Siiye'^t'e of?" li^^g^^ms I

obiect of eoiRs; to" chiirdfl would vasth'- counteract i

seot;%r,lan follyjia tlae eoiiiitrj afc least, a-ad give Yital-.-|

ity to religion. l!^ow to suppose the oc^eet to be,
^ |

merelj to" acknowiedgo the SOTOYeigaty of Gods tc \
iaform Inm of o«r^ sixiMagss/.teli Mm all om" wants, I

our poBi^l^gf ^frfeat^we bt-liov-^e in certain dogma", I

,
:5?oM#>fj&-'l^f qiiestion bis OmaiscieneOj and haves I

Yevy low,, imwortb.y ostitaate of our Heavealj J'ather/ I

Bfi'Hj if by tlK^:.:^'03Jj: a^^^^^ obediencOj prayer aad
,|

,ja^«:0?;3e%K)n3 exercises we ciiltiYate piety to God,
|

"aad goovi will to manj advance in personal iiolisiese,
|

qualify a never- e3Q,dipg faturitjj I cap
.
pefftehe

a very intelligibloj and a-^fuuj, sBOiQeSit'oiis ol>)9Cs

in going to ciiiiroli, one wMoli will preslud.e all sco-

tariaa urgumeat against country n^igFoors, wlies

circumstanees imperiously req^uire it efficiently' to

carry tlie injunctioEj "not: to forsake ag8emWmg\

yourselves together," mestiisg. uader the same roof,

liarmonioiisly and revereiitly/ followers of a yom-

_

moa Hedeenier.

Since we all feel a natural and reasonable right

.

to on?" o-whl opiai ij tb.at we can* scarcely agree

ostircly upoa tlis siost- kifllDg m&tterxs: adhere

>

^Tita. SHcli confident toaacity\ and perfect honesty,-

to opinions iipor- fiie most flimsy lonndatiortS; bc-

'ily, VTC'll T:% pEyslcally. -fe necessarily



ace uJffereniljj accordioi- to tli« iignt \ro fihss

a:ad -^vHolteclnoss cf liafiing and^persecadng for

opinion saks, Eiust I)o o'hyloiis.

. Yet^ erroaeotts views of dnty arsd dcr;'rm©j adopted

oil tlie faitb. of otheTSj .wiilioiit. es8A-j.y.atIoii----pride,

arrogance-. cletermination fcliat ';?^ii:s^^ be riglit,

and YiBdictive feelings are^mdulgetl, till unTfiiting-

ly tlvsy get' the mastery OTer reasoD; justice andbe-

; nsYoleace, (raea all tlie time thinking tliemselTos

good christians,) and' theii men are rip§ for any fdlly.

See Pauij- perhaps tauglit at the feet of GamalieL

that christians were impions wretcheSj desemng of

- annihilatioiij never paiisiBg to refieeJ: whether he

might not- be in eiTor, fiy do'nu to ' Damascus to

... persecute better ::-:9-a than himself. - As if the Om-
. .nipotent was iBCompetent to piinish Ms owa olfend-

'\;ers_, had not declaredj "?engeaB,ce ia mine.,' ' 0 ho,

TPanhmust; do the work for his Qod.^ and hoT;- many

Mm are there, in this goodly land of light and

6;ilibsrty5 ready, if they dared, to assume at the oall

: ;''of some religions demagogiiej some Pster the her-

mit, .the same presumptuous office ?

'r This game miserable -spirit has 3?3"
. ca di'- :ded

^ Christ's fold, arraying in- deadly hviuHy ^rlom

has ordered to live in brotherly lo'^^e..

I:; "We should discriminate, .in or^r sfforts to correct

-'•""errorj betvfeen erroneous opinloas, innot-ently so.

aad such as tend to svllj or impinge npoa oitr views

; of political right aiid duty: perhaps the former had
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tastier be left entirely under kindness, and increa!^

iag Hgiit, to Gure themselves, wiuist liberal, mer.;

oifiil legislation only, should control the other.

• Now, if tho Romaniat can, believe, notwithstand«

ing some of the mtwrnom men history speaks of ;

profusely reverenced as vicegerents of Christ, aad^

withottt one particle of authority from reason 0^

revelation, that his pope, a poor, frail being Hfet
'

himself^ is infeJlible as the expounder of Holy Wril|

if he oftn believe that, reverently, turning his eye to

an image, or a omcifix, the ardor of"iiis devotion

will bo increased, that by mumbling over a auccea-

sion of prayers, starvation, or any other penanoe^v

hia 0od will be conciliated; if he can believe that,;

every one of the thousands of wafers administerdl;-

j

by priestly hsndi, oftcpi knows to be impure, wa8|

each, in itself a crucified Redeemer, perfect in every

muscle, bone find nerve, and that, too, liable to be

toixu and lacerated under the sacrilegious teeth of

the basdst hypocrite ; if he can believe that paying

ht$ priest a few dollars, will pray his old mother ont

of purgatory, so long as he believes in Jesus Obrist

as tho M^siah J receives him as his atoning Saviour,

prays through him for pardon and grace to do hie

Maker's will, and crowns all with a holy life, I do

not see from reason or revelation, how his delusion,

or works of supererogation, are going to keep him

out of heaven, or ought to cut him off from chris-

tian charity.
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But I do see how, by abuse and persecution, a cloud

'0>y bo thrown over his miad, impeaetrable to the

iiight of reason ; so with all other denouainations.

I Although the Roaaauist and Ohuroh of England

^sterns do not admit of mingiing ia devotion with

i^ether christians, and exclude the clergy of other

ienominations, as if desecration, from their pulpits,

li would suggest, that an example of liberalifcy and

jEdendiiness be set them, by going occasionally with

iS^m to i;heir churches, courteously and kindly press-

&g them to do so likewise, and thus introduce an

Jiftterchange of views, christian harmony and reform

§fterror. This kind of ftntagonism is plainly wrong,

^et whoever heard of a Baptist, Methodist or Pres-

byterian taking a Romanist or Unitarian clergyman

^dly by the arm, saying, conie, brother^ join ua in

^tting up a Bible society, or any other instrumen-

tality of extending the Redeemer's kingdom ? 0
po, they will pass them coldly on the way to church

acknoTvledge their own sins, and pray for forgive-

liess, and there, with zest, hear them denounced as

[ idolaters and infidels I

[ r I have been led into the train of thinking, which

Sharks this letter, by the recent excitement from

^^Weet preaching and the angry feeling manifested

with regard to the public schools.

^~
It is strange that the jealousy and sensitiveness

of sectarian fears for its rights and securities, should

] have embarrassed such a matter ; that in this age,



men caiinot see, the sooner cbristiariB surrender up

for the good of a common cattse, ali non-essentials,

harmonisse, form one solid, unbroken phalanx,

asrainst sin. the world and the devil the better.

With this view, I strongly advocate the comming-

ling of boys of parents holding different religiora

creeds, so as to break down ail sectarian fences, to

teach, by the interchange of friendly courtesy and

kindness, that boys, educated under one faith, may

be just as good as boys, educated under another ; so

that their- minds, gradually freed from denomina-

tional prejudice, pride and bigotry, they may admire

and love each other, and on the great theatre of life,

hereafter, worship God each in charity towards the

other in his own way.

Our Romanist brethren seem to think no one

safe out of their church, and, therefore, oppose ail

intercourse, remotely even, hazarding other church

influences.

'Now,- whilst I cannot see the reasonableness of

this position, such is my detestation for even the

aemblance of tyranny and persecution, that I am dis-

posed at least, to listen patiently to the Romanist,

and reason with him as a rational being. If he

honestly believes (and who has the riglit to challenge

his honesty ?) that sending his boys to school with

Protestant boys, will ha/ard contamination and pur-

gatory, argue kindly and dispassionately with him,

do not reproach him with the slna of his forefathers,



19T

preanme that be is an honcBt man in error. Tell

him that inasmuch as all men have an equal right

t,o their opinions, it is not enough for reason and
justice, that he thinks himself right. Call upon him

to show, not because his priest tells liim so, for to

others he can he no authoritj, but because his bible

and fair reasoning so teach, that the public system

doefi endanger the souls of his boys.

Eut do not use your numerical force to compel

the honest man ; do not rob Mm by taxing his means
to support schools, where he believes boys are train-

ed for perdition. You may condemn his notions,

but you are bound in kindriess and justice to respect

his feelings and natural rights.

Unless it would break up the whole system, by
allowing one sect, and then another to file off, (I

fear there may be a worse feeling at the bottom,)

not to gratify this wish, is political tyranny, for

civil and religious liberty must live and die together.

But, if yielding to the wishes of the Romanist will

break up the system, then, as a sensible good citi-

zen, viewing the subject politically, he shoald reflect

that he is a member of a great republic, the very

life-blood of which consists in the sovereignty of the

majority. If it decides that intelligence and virtue

are the only guarantee for the permanence of our

institutions, and that the public system is best adapt-

ed to that end, he is bound, as a reasonable, just,

good citizen, quietly to submit. He must see that

18



common »mm and equity require tliat a mmority

shcnild not governj that lio has no more right to ar-

rogate to himself infallibility of judgment, than

others, nor to expect of them, more •^yiilingness to

surrender up their feelings and convicfciona.

Bather the fact that bis religious creed'thus brings

him ill coliisioE with the common sense; commor.

charity and eommon rights of others, should at least

induce a rsiodest, just, sensible man to question the

soundness of such a creed, adsait the possibility that

he may he wrong. Ho should reflect that, again

and again, his strongest convictions in other matters

have heen abandoned to greater light, and aft^r ail

it is really but a small surrender to the public peace.

So far as keeping aloof from the public schools

and giving them voluntary countenance is concerned,

surely his conscience is inviolate^ for this indirect

support is forced upon him by political relations

beyond his control. If he cannot conscientiously

live peaceably with hia fellow citizens in the mutual

enjoyment of equal privilegeSj harmonizing with

them in promoting the great objects of civil govern,

ment, he should leave a community so littlo conge-

mal, for the rights of conscience are equally stern

and dear to both.

It is amazing that men can be so blinded by pre-

judice, pride of opinion, or passion, or love of sway,

not to see that the folly and arrogance of a bigoted,

intolerant spirit, consists in claiming that they must



be riglitj hvjI fill iho woyid 'oeside mu&t he ^vrong,

and wneDj tr-o^ tlieir daily experier-ce tesiolies that

they are ever making false estimoteSj making the

greatest mistakes in poKiics and bugincss, and at

best, but blundering tbrough life.

We learn froBi history that this unreasonable as-

snmption that we must be right, taken advantage of

by a selfiah, crafty, narrow-nainded clergy, in com-

bination with wicked, ambitious despots, has been

the gouroe of all that cruel bigotry and persecution,

TFhich has ever marred the world's peace.

Mankind, the rubbish of ignorance and prejudice

tenderly reraoved, should be left to the natural

force of truth, it will thus, slowly, perhaps, but sure-

ly win its way, certainly much sooner than if unnat-

urally harrassed with violence. It is amazing that

all men cannot see from its spirit and its teaching,

that Christianity does not recognize coercion as a

means of propagation, that it is folly to expect men
to be forced from honest convictions confirmed by

prejudice ant* loag habit.

Yet I am sure there are. at this moment, in our

midst, Roman and Protestant zealots, if uncaged

from public opinion, unrestrained by law, ready for

personal violence. Shame, shame, rational man,

professing to be the follower of the meek and be-

nevolent Jesus, to cherish such hellish feelings ! 0
religion, the blessed heaven-sent boon, what follies,

what cruelties, what crimes, have not been committed

in thy sacred name ?
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Mankind, ciaimbg Holy 'Writ aa the source, from-

wlience tliey derive their rules of life, ha d ever,

under a seetariaii apirit, violated its teaehi igs and

its spirit. Indeed, unregenerate man, from long lii-

dulged ill-feeling and inclinatiortj \YOiild soein to be-

come demon-possesssdj a bundle of folly, prejudice

and inconsiijtency, bound up in an adamantine band

of self-will, only to be broken and flissipated by tbe

Holy Ghost 1

The tendency of the human mind to will worship,

the pride of human intellect to invent and desire to

usurp power, are demonstrated in the steady, in-

creasing departure from the simplicity and purity

of religion, till it became at Rome, a cumbrous mass

of truth, error and ceremony.

Having reached that consummation of foliy,, the

tendency since the reformation has been reversed,

but so hard is it to work back through the mire of

error, that the great business of teachers is still,

consistently with a wise appreciation of the difScul-

ties and judicious use of means to bring the world

^back to the original purity, simplicity and power of

religion.

There are some doctrines and usages in our eyes,

so utterly irreconcilable with scriptui*e, and com-

mon sense, yet so tenaciously contended for, that

their opponents, conceiving honesty impossible, be-

come impatient, intolerant and abusive, and there

ends all hope of conviction. We should consider

that not feeling another's difficulties, we cannot un'
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(lerstaad t'hem, that a man may be as Iwnest in

mamtaining felsehoody as truth ; in fact, from the

condition of his mlRd, he may not see tlie tiiitli of

your propositioB, and moreoyer, that there is often

"a. reverent fear" of doing wrong, a dread of giving

up doctrines ^hich may be true, and which he has

considered highly essential to salvation.

When opinions reach the mind through, a cortsec-

utive chain of reasoning, their folly may be shown

by pointing out the defective lints, but when taken

upon trust, through a blind faith, produced by pre-

judice, or an overwhelming imposture upon an ig-

norant, iini eflecting, confiding taisd, all argument

is vain, and all harshness, senseless and cnieL Yoijr

premises cannot be received, there is no fulcrum in

the mind, upon which to rest the lever of reason.

A inaii wiU shock your understanding and feelings,

by telling you, that every time he goes to mass, he

chews his Redeemer. You will, in vain point him

to the truth, that the langtiage which instructs him

is fiijurative, that with equal reason he will make
the Saviour a door or a shepherd, that it is too great

an outrage upon common sense, to tell us, when the

Saviour instituted the Supper, that he broke up his

own body, shed his own blood, then divided them

among his apostles, who ate and drank of them in

his presence. He will turn upon you, tell you his

church so instrttcts him, and that nothing is impos-

sible with God.



You still iirgc^, tliat there is no evidencQ that a

riiiracle was cailed for, or performed, cliat there was

no occasion for one, that the object could have been

effectedj and the whole can now be understoodj w'-'k-

out siispendirig the laws of nature. Bat it will be

all in vrn ; the same- blind faith in man, which

originated the error, will stili resist your argument.

You must wait patiently and kindly, till increasing

light and reSection have disabused bis mind of the

fundamental error, church infallibility, before you

can successfaliy discuss any other church doctrines.

In the mean time, friendly intercourse will liber-

alize his mind, subdue his hearty and prepare the

Way for truth. But, if any system, identifies itself

with tyranny and oppression, as the church systems

of England, Spain and Italy haye done, it has travel-

ed out of its sphere, has assumed a political char-

acter, and may be dealt with politically, and there

I would politically unmitre and disrobe pope and

bishop, as foes to human freedom.

In the present state of the world, there appears

a necessity for church organization, for setting

apart eminently pious, gifted men, to diffuse the

gospel, and promote true religion. But, as the

great founder of Christianity has never plainly in-

dicated a preference for any particular form of

machinery, r3 binding npoii his followers, I hold

it to ba a matter of utter indifference to man's sal-

vation, whether a bi>ihop in his mitre, or a eongre-



gationfiilst in his black coat presides, so as it is

done honeatljj and -I'^verentlj. To give vital im-

portance to such a question is puerile in the ex-

treme, trifling •with the very serious matter of get-

ting to beaveri.

If any particular charch machinery was essential,

can any rational man think God 'would have left «3

m doubt? Such an idea would be blasphemous.

Our benevolent God exact a duty without distinct-

ly pointing it out

!

In truth, religion is a very plain, sinapie matter,

and as deBigaed for plain, simple men, mnat neces-

sarily be so. The pride, folly and selfishness of

those who have gained the confidence of mankind;

have complicated, mystified and crowded it with

idle pomp and ceremony. As I read my bible it is

simply prayerfully to study revelation for God's

will, and do the same as well as we can, thanking

him for his mercies, confessing our sins, and through

the Mediator praying for forgiveness, and divine

assistance, doing as little harm and all the good in

our power, utterly irrespective of all peculiarity of

form or merely inferred dogmas.

It is high time for laymen to take hold of this

matter, as they must be depended upon to reform

abuses, to think boldly and independently, spurn-

ing the trammels of educational prejudice. So long

as they are not, allowing others to think for them,

they will only bo senseless blocks, subject to be
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moved to and fro, to support xhh, or tliat asBttmp- -

%m\ 0? presumptuous mm. Can it be supposed that

an all-'wise, merciful God devised a religion for the

dailj use of man, coata^'ng his t?hoie rale of life,

wbo36 essential truths, vfem only to be extracted

^^ithin tlie walls of colleges autt eonvfeats, tliiongli

Ic-ained men, by the midnight lamp? Ko! laymen,

ne longer led blindfoldad by fjectariaa badex's, with

tba Bible in your hand, and God abovQ promising

j^siatance to them that reverently ask, think pray-

erfaiiy, but fearlessly, araiiing of all the light

-ffhioh learned and good men may gi?e. Let us

then away mth all this trifling Bect«rian nonsense,

impeding the Redeemer's kingdom. If men will

only study Holy Writ, not hunting np authority to

support this, or pull down that opinion, but simply

to leafn 0od's will, to do it, they will find ft ^jorrec-

tive for 'fell denominational folly and bitterness,

greatly advancing Christ's kingdom.



So much j)ei-j)!^,'xi}.y clouds every aspect of Aruer jun Slavoiy;

it involves such serious questions affcctini^ us in uu? mora!,

social and political relations, that there is uaturaliy a niorbid

sensibility in the national mind v/hich s]>riuks fiom all moral,

philosophical or political exam'.iation ; but as all the great

aud best men of the South unbiased by the lust fur wealth, or

the lust for power or pride of party, have ever united with the

general sentiment of mankind in its condemnation as a "great

moral, social and political evil," surely as patriots, as reason-

able men responsible to a great future tribunal, we are called

upon to honestly and bravely look the rnomentous question

in the lace. Indeed the question has become so mixed up with

pecuniary, party, political, and religious considerations, so long

viewed through a contracted theology, or an undiscriminating

false philanthropy, that we should not wonder to find the

public niind confused, disgusted and disinclined patiently, calm-

ly, and candidly to examine the matter, neither in its abstract

simplicity uor in the complications of its m.odified character as

a political institution
;
yet, to reconcile difli'^ilties, relieve con-

science, reach just conclusions, a proper sense of duty and act

wisely, this is essential, for there is all the difference of light

and da'.kr.ess between abstract slavery and slavery as a politi-

cal institution. Injustice and oppression constitute the one,

upon the other rests the protection and safety of the Airican
;

upon the one the gross assun^sption, teeming with injustice,

abuses and immorality, that the slave is a mere transferable

chattel and also the autliority, irrespective of all social ceces-

sity, to perpetuate the institution
;
upon the other the only

hope for a bettered condition of the negro.

If the abolitionist in his blind impulsive course, regardless of

the spirit and scope of Holy Writ, or the suggestions of reason,

has done mischief ia their virtuous zaa,] u) counteract the mad-

ly
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ueea and wiclieductJii of abolitionism, good incn have ix-er car-

ried licycud the necessities of tiie case, beyond tliG legitir>>i'.to

grouud;i of u3feuce, have passed througii tiic enemy lO a Aieiu'i-

ly province, have brought into conflict divino precopts and di-

vine teachings, have boldly assailed the inalienable i'vj:,hU of

marj, fratcruiv:ed uitli wrong ruid oppveision, have overlooked

the origin of human and confounded natural and political rights,

given man a positive, absolute and inherent rigiit of property

in his feilow
;

tlius, in their turn, have they become vulnerable

to the shafts of truth and virtue, and call upon us to fall back
i.ipon first priucipies to counteract error.

The full, thorough exaiuination of the question, in all its im-
portant bearings, requires it to be made primarily a question

of morality, otherwise we will find great difiiculty in arriving

rtt our duty, in reaching or correcting abuses and applying

radical remedies, for, entrenched behind even a false theology and
an assumed or conventional moralitj', men will not care to

change their long cherished opinions or habits, however ques-

tionable their character.

God iu His precepts has given a standard of right and wrong,

in our moral sense tiie ability to distinguish right from wrong,

p.ud in Elis teachings He has taught the app>lication of His pre-

cepts imder all the varying circumstances of life ; man is a pro-

bationei personally responsible to his Creator, or he is not ; he

is a free agent, or he is not. Slavery is e'ther morally wroi'.g

or it is not, the affirmative of these questions is declaratory of a

distinction between right and wrong and of a divinely given

standard to test the character of human conduct.

God is the original sole proprietor of man, and unless dele-

gated by Him uo human right can ever exist in ono man over

another without a voluntary surrender. A human right is the

authority to act, directly or mediately coming from God, the

only source, it is either natural or social
;
slavery is either prac-

tically the abriegation or abrogation of human rights, and is

either personal or political. God, by the nature given to man,
instituted society, which necessarily implies the authority to

preserve and perpetuate. The worst bearable government is

better than no government. No institution which is not in itself,

or general consequences, in harmony with the spirit and teach-

ings of the Saviour, can of itself be morally right or politically

wise. Upon these assumptions we propose to construct our

argument.
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Tlio vindicivtioa oi slavery conmU'-nces with the iuiVieiu's

that it must have been cliviueiy institutccl, because (;neval with,

the liisfory of lUtuj, but as we caa never know why, bow, or

when it origiuated, the uri<:;inai condition of Koeiety and itf*

so(;ial needs, nor whiit scheme and purpo.ses of Provideucs its

sufferance may 3i;«.vobcea designed to answer, wo caniiot legiti-

mately infer the diviuo approval of ouv inEtitution from tlie

fact of its existence in a remote age. '"ersonai strife and offen-

i-ivo warfare have existc-id from the tiir)3 of Cain, liut we cannot

infer divine apj)rov'al. Whilst it is perfectly consistent with

God's revealed design of human probation, that the evil which
men do as free agents may be over-ruled for good, it is essen-

tial to the divhie plan tliat man has the liberty to do wrong,
and to infer froni tlie existence of an institution or usage, the

diviuo approval would be to depy man's pfobatior.ary charac-

ter,, to make the slave trade, and the forcing of opium on the

Chinese, virtuous acts.

God allowed the lust for power and wealtli to take this par-

ticular direction, no doubt He will overrule them for the exten-

sion of Christianity ; but it is by no n\eans a logical conclusion

that He approved of the motive power, in itself wicked. Had
the apostouc successors, instead of engaging men in angry con-

troversy, or arraying them on the battle field with regard to

idle dogmas, with which the happiness of mankind had a,bso~

lutely no conccrri, simply obeyed the divine injunction "go and

teach all nations," would not Christianity have progressed as

far uncier the mild intlaence of Missionary effort, as it has

through the intermediate agency of the sword, the slave and
opium trade ? What virtue and reverence for G j's commiinds

refused to do, by His f;tcrnally fixed laws, ho has made the

evil passions of men effect. The prophetic curse of jSFoah has

been strongly relied upon to justify the institution, but with as

much propriety would the cruelties of the Romaii army in ful-

filling the predicted destruction of Jerusalem be justified, for

thej"^ were equally a jjrophetic curse. Anyhow wc think the

curse of servitude was directed against the descendant nations

of Ham and not to the personal bondage of his descendants,

because if intended to apply to individual bondage, by far too

few have been slaves to the posterity of the brothers to fulfill

the prophesy, and in the present temper of the world it is not

likely to be ever fulfilled. If designed as a special curse upon
the posterity of Ham, as the argument supposes, the descend-



&nui of t;;c brntlieri luu^it iu'.vu been excliuu-d, ImL the fact h
\acre of their (k'sccndauts have been hi per.smia] bo]Kl;\,i,'e, tiud

theu-ibrG sLivory conki n<.)t have been detjignod as a special dis-

crinvinativo '.nirse i.ipou Hum, \v!t.h(jut; wind) us well as a gen-

cr.al fulfllhueuL the arguiueat is worthless. Muvcijver, tho

prophesy has b<'eri fuiiilled in the subjugation of Jli\u\'& pofctori-

tj- by that of !iis brothers; decidu t,h, mutter as weraay isun-

rmportant, because we as christiuii inc'raliats have no more Ciii-

eern in tJtis prophetic cTirse than ir; tliC pcculiai- usa<ies of tb.o

Jews under their iustitutions, unless you make clr'.stiainty un-
necessary and suporrogatory, for it now is our rule of condiiot.

Polygamy was nUowed, tho Israelites were ordered to overniu

idolatrous nations, where docs Christianity license abstract

alavary? "Where polygamy? Where to ovemin the idola-

trous nations of Africa with fire and sword V The biblical

argument inost triumphantly urged hi the omission of St. Paul

to condemn Roman and Grecian slavery, and it is attempted to

draw odium upon the objection to thi.'^ negative argunient by
charging that it casts an imputation of fear and dislionesty up-
on the virtuous and heroic Paul ; bat if we de.<;troy the argu-

ment, this damaging charge is repelled.

In his probationary state man is at liberty to create the

circumstances or conditions "(vhich suits particular forms of

government, accordingly we find such to be the fact, and tliat

the kind of governtrsent is ever tho result of the intellectual

and moral conditiou of the people. At the advent the Roman
government was tyrannical and oppressive, but under ex-

isting circumstances it v<as the best to be had, as the most
intolerable national calamity is no government, the Roman
government, bad as it was, was allowed to stand unrebuked,

though surely in itself disapproved by the Saviour, When
Paul entered upon his mission he found Rome a nation of sol-

diers and slaves. Slavery an incorporated political institution,

part and parcel of a vicioiis body pohtic, the result of war
which created the necessity for agricultural labor and furnished

in its prisoners, whom it saved from butchery on the battle

field, tho necessary subjects, and could not have been suddenly

and coercively abolished without the worst political evil—an-

archy
;
benccj Paul wisely meddled with neither, he was satis-

fied with planting such principles the adoption of which must
make any forni of government answer the ends of government,

and take from slavery all the virulonce of injustice and oppres-

sion,.



2il

Wo mu.st l;cep 'm\ vioiv thai, Paul was tho. apostle of bim
v/lio tleclareil that hi;-, "Ki;;f;doT;i sv;is not of tliia world," fcbat

ac3 came not a jxiliticnl hut veliginus VL't'i inner to prca'A. peace
on earth ami good will to men, to plunt in Christianity tha

great corrective of iiU moral cvii
; v/ay imotliev Paul to appear

in the Soutli now, a ciiristuiu iiussioDary as wi-se aiul good o,

man as lie, can it be imagined tr.at lie v/onld comnieuo? tlie

H'ork in criiuinatiug t.!ie masters, or preaching down a!i iuyti-

tution, greatly valued and cherisaed, iu the ScndJteni niiivi no
"Wrong ideiitiiied with their pro;jpcnty and essential i;o ij;eiv

habits of social life ? No, he would pereeive tliat it. wonld he

worse than useless, that he would not be listened to, tliat aboli-

tion Avould do inealeulable niischief, deraiige the whole social

structnrc, seriously injure masters and slaves. Why should

Paul have meddled with a political institution which his pre-

cepts could not reach until the evil heart of Iloni;: became sub-

joct to chrisliar.ity? Why talk of honor and injustice to a

man who has no sense of either? \Yhy do that which must
defeat the ol-Mcct of his high mission, and a-^gravatc the evils

of tlieiinje? Did Paul synijjatlu™ with IJouian barbarity

exhibited in the treatment of islaves, in gladiating, wild beast

figlits, or the triumphant processions iu which the unhappy
victims of vv-ar were exposeil vO the most unnecessary cruel

distrf:?3? Was aSTero's governm'-nt to his taste? Yet be

meddled not specifically with them^ Bticause Paul did not con-

demn despotism, must we on. such authority advocate tyranny ?

But was tlicro not another cause foi' Paul's silence, in the truth,

that there, as with us now, the sin of slavery was not in the

fact of its existence, but in its ahu-ses, and refraining from all

effort to remove the condition the result o{ human conduct,

which made the institution a social necessity ? Paul displayed

his political sagacity wheu be told his disciples to give their

sl^ives "that which was just and equal," for without exciting

poli.vical jealousy, or alarm for slave property, ho aimed tho

deadliest blow at the institution, actually initiated its downfall,

for the services of bondsmen have no advaut;iges over freemen

if there wac a fair remuneration and no unreasonable exactions,

this is the revelation of experience iu our country. Let the

principles of Christiar.it}' furnish the basis for a servile code

and servile treatment, and shivery must die out for the simple

reason that there would be no advantage iu cheapness of labor

nor any convenience to ;"ounterbaiance the iidiorcnt evils,

1 9
•
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anxieties and vcsatioiis uf sUivory. I,lke despotisii'., sla%-cry

was only tolerated because of the »vicl<edi;ui;s of incu. Did
cht'istiauity pn.n'aii uuiversidly, tyranny, wax and slavery would
be irnposijibilities. Now it is easy to perceive tliat the Lsanie

i'easons may have operated on I'aul v/iihout liis omission to

denounce slavery, implicating in the Slightest de;^rcc his v.-Ik-

doni, honesty or courage. Had ho like yonie of our clergy

turned aside from bis true vocation, turned aboliiionitit, Chris-

tianity would have been poor,ly advanced. But with, his fear-

nature, untiring zeal, simple but powerful eloquence, Avould

have excited .servile war, given to fanaticism a very carnival,

opened tlie flood-gates of misery upon Rome. No, hb knew
the source of all moral ovil aad its remedy. Accordingly, be-

fore the sway of Christianity, slavery disap])eared without social

disorganization.

The virtuoua and wise course of Paul iu the case of Onesi-

inus has been pressed into the .sf;rvice to sustain a bad cause,

•when in truth it was impossible for a man of his liigh grade

of virtue and wisdom, no matter how much he deprecated tlio

Iloman institution, to liave acted difierently. The highest

duty of christian citizenship is to obey the laws of yoiir

country, for disobedience strikes directly at the l.eart of social

organization, tends to anarchy, the most deplorable of all liu-

man conditions. Paul had nothing to do in instituting and had
no controiing power over it, but by violating tlie laws in

regard to it no one could estimate the damage he would do his

nigh mis.sion and to the commxmity, his iniiuenco over Phile-

mon and other slave owners must have gone. What would
the enemies of chrintianity have desired more than to be en-

abled to cast the odium, of a violator of the laws upon its

gjeat apostle ? Bad laws must be endured till they can he

removed v/ithout disorganizing society
j
Hie greatest of all pos-

sible evils, the laws must remain until they can safely be re-

moved. Slavery was a legalized institution, slaves wore pri-

vate property held under thesanie title as Paul held his house,

under the law of ihe land, and tl>e same principle, breaking

down the law, carried out, defrauding Philemon, would have
taken away Paul':! house. The individual benefit to Onesimus
would have been far more than counterbalanced by the injury

to his mission and to the community at large, showing that

obedience to the law, even if founded iu wrong, is virtuous and
wise, and Paul will st3nd forever upon sacred page the
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brightest- incflel of a consistent christian citi^^eu. When n,

bcuevolui!t rennaylvainuii :iK.sists iiis Maryla;;ii iK-iglsboi in

rccoveriug hia fugitive arc xve U< iufor his a'ivoeaoy of slavery ?

Certainly }vit, only that he is a good citizeu and obeya the laws

of his country, noi ailo^vinJ^ liis inciividuiil feelings to turn him
from hia sacred duty to his Govcruniep.t. lh\d .,d been

instnuncntal nr removing Onesimus beyond the reach of his

master, in the; sigljt of man and God, he v/ouhl i)ave been vir-

tualiy a thief, false to r^is friend a social disorgan.izer, aii

enemy to niaidcind. ilad Paul's cxaniide been followed,

slavery would have been vnucli nearer its end. Had benevolent

men .simply obeycfd the laws and interceded for lenity, the

kindest noigliborly feelings \vM.>uld have been cultivated, a far

greater iullueuce exertcc! over Southern sentiment
;

silently,

quietly, inoffensively doing its work. Such conduct would
Intve exhibited the s;\nie results now seen in Maryland, cnce

thoroughly a slave state, now probably verging to a free state.

The jaibject, without gendering bitterness, would havi? been

freely discuss(>'d, the master secure in his pre perty would liave

had no occa;don for severe stringency of discipline, the slave, nn-

sednced, seeing no cliance of escape, would have been clieerful

and contented, far hai.tpier than now, a freezing outcast in

Canada. Nor would we now have the son-ow and mortifica-

tion to see deniagogueisni making slavery a pret*xt as the best

cloak for ambition, preying nj)on the vitals of the Republic.

Can the advocate for abstract slavery consislciutly contend

for the inalienable rights of man, for human freedom ? Unless

he can prove the negro alien from the human family, or can

show sonro specific divine prece])t justifying African bondage,

tlio conclusion is palpable that v.'lierever a community, white

or black, possessing the power, it niay with equal authority

morally red\ice to personal bondage whiie or colored membera
of the human fan.iily. If the ground of social necessity is

iiRsumsd, are we not bound to prove that we may rigliifuliy

create the circumstances which make the social necessity, or

are not called upon to use every means for their correclion ?

Do we not virtually create tliese circumstances wh.en we per-

petuate them by failing to use means for their removal?

If Paul's autliority will justify abstract slavery, then it must

apply throughout all mankind, for the Roman and Grecian

slaves were white. It must be riglit and proper for Rtissia to

reduce all her prisoners nf war to persoiual boiidago, sell them,



gonevais and all, v;ith their children's children, to the highest

bukier. I'y South Carolina in her v;ilaest uUraism projiarcd

tor such a doctrine ?

Y/e CDutond, therefore, that, there is no scripture autliority

for abstract shivery. Let us test the valiiiity of its claims by
the light of reason, bii,sed on an iiisiincii ve sersss of justice

and of right aud vvron<5. Tt is nv iticoutrovertible proposition,

a self-evid(!nt truth, that there can. be but one suun;c, the Ai-

uiii^hty, of luuuau rights, and t]\n.t ail uicn eujoy iiaturaiiy .ni

equality of right, and as justice is sinipl}' a duo regard to tiie

rights of others, we further deduce; the couclusi;))) that absLrai t

slavery is morally wrong. Much time and lea.-ned Wcior hy

tiiti cl<;rgy have becu devoted, occasioned by party ol>jects, tl e

perils of the country, or lust for gain, to establish for tlie in-

stitution the autiiority of Holy Writ, and men, anxious fc

escape from duties \vl)ich result front an opposite view, have
greedily availed of the effort. But v^hoever undertakes to

]U'Ovo a divine right for abstract slavery is involved in the

iiopelocg task of proving tha^ slavery, j;er se, is in its tendencies,

inlluences and general consequences jjroniotive of the peace,

prosperity and happiness of maniiind, for such is the plain de-

sign of Christianity. To assert that any institution at variance

with this design, carr be approved of by its great founder, im-
plicates divine consistency. But underaabki facts, and the

general sentiuient of mankind, declars slavery evil and only

evil, without one redeeming feature.

In discussing this subject, reason requires us (o regard it not

as sla very would he ia rigid subjection to christiau prin.ciple,

but as it actually exists, an admitted wrong to the black, huit-

ful to the v/hite roan and to national prosj)erity. Christianity

vv;\s desigued to jjrcside over all the practical details e'f life, to

rule our i^atural pro])ensities and sweeten iiumau intercourse.

Is it ' conceivable, by an unbiassed mh'd, that the benevolent

Kedeeraer, or an inspired man of God, wlio taught so impres-

sively the great lessons of justice and kindness, could approve
of a Roman institution so teeming with injustice, abuse and
cruelty? American slavery being an unnatural condition,

grating to our natural f(!elings of benevolence, revolting to our

moral setj.se of right and v-'rong, necessarily liable to tlic great-

est abuse, involving tha vicjhition of human rights, only tole-

rated because a necessity presupposes something wrong in the

social structure, vicious, diunaging to indi^'iduaTs and society,



thcreibie the business (if cluiHtia.'.iity io con'oct. We tliiuk Ihe

c!'jr^;y would })avo boon riuire .•ipiirDjii-i.-itely ciupliaed i;i

poiiiliiig out tiiis suniethiiig wrong iiiu; ity (.'ArrrecUve, tn;ui in

fortifying mm iu their assumed riulil lo (jp press tliuir fi'Uuw-'.nan

and pcrpcUuUe a "great aoeia!, laura! and political c\dl/' For
a christian Eo he conservative i;,; weli, hut to he consistent is

surely iar hotter. Vv'ith pohtical institutions, conceding 1(>

them every privilege cummou to citizens, wc contend that

projcsskinally tiie clergy have- nothing to do, for their l)asiness

is nc>t to distract and enihitter. But with the purity ot puhlic

Koutinient they have every thing l-o do. Yet wiieve coriv(;ntions,

preshyteries and conferences yearly uieei, wo sec, iu tiu; daily

journals, notices shocking virtuous and uohlo sentiment. We
see a noble state once renowned lor good and great men,
thr(;Ug])Out whose every valley and from whose every hill-top

freedom pitcJicd her highest note of remonstrance, iiiost earn-

estly plead for the iualieiiahle rights of man, degenerate into a

great shux- ma 't. Slaves having heconre a regular staple,

yielding millions to her people, who, reposing upon an assumed
abstract right, pursues with marvelously unruffled equanimity
the hvisiness of perpetuating their country's curse ! In the

bewilderment caused hy coiiteuviing minds, Pilate sarcastically

asloed the Saviour, "what is t.'ith V" In the perj)lexity upon
this subject, produced by con'endiug divines, the gross per-

version of christian precept, and tlie paipal)le inconsist-oncy be-

tween profession and practice, some minion of despotism luight

well Gueeringly ask a boastful American citizen, what are "the

inalienable righ.ts of man," wiiat justice, what is duty ?

If iu itself a wise ami virtuous institution, why ha;3 every com-
munity where African slavery ever existed, opposing a resistless

barrier to even wealth—wont to ride trium.phautly over every

other obstacle to social position—affixed an indelible stigma

upou professioual slave dealing? Wliy, in th.e conven'lo.a

called to frame the. Constitution, did the south.ern orators, to a
man, exhaust opprobrious epithets in denouncing it a great

moral and political wrong ? Do moral principles, as eternal

as God from wliom they came, authoritative in one age,

lose ail authority iu another? Why did Virginia, when
deeding away her North-western territory sdpulale that ihere

slavery should never exist? Why did Kentucky's great

sfcatesn)an so vehemently oppose its territorial extension ?

Why did Presidents Washington, Jefferson and Mf-disou so
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strnngly ropvobate it ? IViadisoii. \vitli a issuisitivejics'j triily

reniaria-Jjlc and expressive of his ablionenco, jirotestiiin,' against

tlic term "rilaves" 'vv-iug even iiaraed in Ujo CunsULiuiuu, sub-

stituting- for i^laves the words ''held to bondage/'' because he

\''Ould not have recogTiized in an instrument, ^o sacred to tVee-

doni and designed to be as enduri'iy as time, tlic right of prop-

erty in man. Jefferson dechiring that "there was not one at-

tribute of (iod hi sympath.y witii negro slavery," Vi''hy.

throughout ail mankind, save where king cotton, sways, hiis it

the nnqnalitied reprolxvtiou of the. wise and good ? May liu-

mau sentiment restrain and raust God's eternal precepts truckle

to inannnon ? Yi^t men, assrmnjig to represent the great i{o-

deemer, teacii us from the pulpit, tliat African slavery is a

heaven appointed institution, eternally basi-;ing ia the ever

vivifying smiles of Christianity ?

An essay purporting to develop the virtue and beanticb of

slavery would be an original idea, tridy a curiosity, and wo
challenge its production. If the institution in itself is a good

one,, so promotive of mutual prosperity, upon the principle

that we are bound to do good to all men, it is sinful to restrict

slavery to the South. We should rivet the shackles upon the

tilave tlic world over, prohibit all emancipation, re-opeu the

slave trade, and let all of our people, rich and poor, enjoy all

the blessings of this universally beneficient institution !

But before coming to a practical decision, asls Maryland and

Virginia why their fields are worn out, neglected v/astes, the

farms depreciated, and why it is reasonable to sui/pose—slavery

extinct—that comparing with adjoining states, in a few years

real estate would be quadrupled.

Although v-'e deoy abstract slavery all support from the

light of reason and hoiy v/rit, we distinctly assert, apart from

its abuses and r ? 'fleet, to abate and remove it—in which the

sin consists—American slavery is negatively a wise, benevo-

lent institution, because it temporarily prevents incalculable

greater mischief and misery.

The abolitionist who denies slavery justiflable under all cir-

cumstances, to be consistent, should clamor for the conversion

of every Monarchy into a Republic, for as all human rights

proceed from the one great source and are equally imperative,

political can only differ froni personal slavery ia the degree

of infringement, and if the one is morally wrong, under all

circumstance;}, so must the other be. Surely he must be a



v.-i!d, f;iuatic<il lepubllcaii wlio inuko Russia a Kcpublic !

A couscieudoTip man, iinaccnistonied to p.r.nSyze. tlie character

of acts witli regard to motive;,, circuiiistuncet: and couseqiienccL-,

luibitualud nupHcitly to ol)ey precept in t!ie letter, regardless

of its spirit, object, or practical bearingH, may easily and inno-

cently curry out iiis principles niischlevoiisly.

The character and extent of the authority of moral pve-

ce-pts to be justly estimated, ruist l}e viewed in reference to

their object and )-easonable limitation. Tliough moral princi-

ciplcs are fixed in character, and ahsohite in ;uit}i()rity, tlie

character of the acts to wliich they apply, under circr.mstan-

ces, so change, as to entirely evade their jurisdiction. A lie

is always an untruth, but an uutrutli is not always a lie.

Stealing is taking the property of another, but taicing the

})r(tperly of another is not always stealiug, for both tliese acts

n)ay occur under circumstances wlsere the crin-inal intent, es-

sential to make tiie acts lying and stealing, were not present.

We cannot conceive ot God commanding the observruice of

truth, and also privileging falsehood
;
therefore, consistency

must be a divine attribute. As all divine commands come
from the same source, they must be equally imperative, of

course uo precept can take precedence of another, they mu-
tually limit each other's range. V^hcre the autliority of one

precept contlicts with the authority of another, there its pov/er

must end, f(jr this is the requirement of divine consistency,

otherwise, obedience to the one vfould be disobedience to the

other, and there mv it be inextricable ethical confusion.

Parental obedience is exacted, but when a son is ordered to

Kteal, the authoiity of the precept requiring parental obedi-

ence, must cca;;e, because it conflicts v/ith the command "Thou
shall not steal." Aa infuriated man pursues a parent with

murderous intent to a son's house, who denies his pres-

ence, yet without the sin of a lie, for the son, if he betrayed

his fatJier's retreat to an assassin, would not obey the command
to "honor his fiither," nor would he be loving his neighbor as

Jiimself if ho facilitated an enraged man in besoming a mur-
derer. 13y aiding the man, he would practically and virtually

hQcomc, pai'dceps crimin 's, a violator of the kuv. So, disre-

garding this principle, would lead to complicated disobedience.

We are directed to honor the king, to obey rulers, but .surely

we are not required to obey the wicked lav. s of corrupt rulers,

when avoidable, for that would be to violate other precepts, un-



i-ftfisliugiy i<j y'wid U> tlic iiiust grinding oppressor, luxl tiic oliyd

of the guvernuK'Dt, tLe lencfilcii of ihe governed, Le defeihcni.

Wo arc told to give (o him that askelh. but ^vhonever an

iiiuvoi tliy object, upon tlie pl'jii of «icli prece})!. makes a dc-

iiiiii:d. ^ve may inuGCcntly refuse, otherw ise, a man would bu

cucouriigiiig indolence and vico, reduce liis fannily to extreme

poverty, and licc(;me obnox' to tiic charge of being •'worco

than an infidel." You may deceive, innocently, for their own
good, a child, an insane, sick, or drunken man, winch shows;

that the moral wrong of an nntrutli, is not in the act but ia

the criminal intent. Ilencc, God in giving a probationary exist-

ence, lias given us a discretion and an nnder^tanding to dis-

criminate circumstances, and determine the true character of

acts. Now let ns apply the principle here developed, to

American slavery, imposed upon us by the reckless cupidity

of a former generation, grown into a social m^cessity, existing

under tirciimstances limiting tlic range of precepts which

otherwise make slavery morally wrong. Tf abstract slavery

is wrong simply because it violates certain moral precepts,

then, if circumstances exist, suspending, throngii divine coi-

eistency, Buch precepts, their object is defeated, the sin of

slavery is destroyed, and the condemnatory T>recepts cannot

apply, because it is a condition removed beyond their jurisdic-

tion by the conflicting range of other precepts equally authori-

tative. That American slavery does exist under circumstances

V'^liich will not admit of the application of the precepts con-

demna+^ory of abstract slavery, is perfectly plain, for immediate

general emancipation would ruin master and slave, disorgan-

ii^e society, embarrass the commercial prosperity of the v/orld,

and produce widespread misery. In lact, the abolitionist who
has a correct viev/ of this subject, and persists in liis mad
course from political or other motives, is guilty of divine diso-

bedience and. unm.itigated cruelty.

But from false views of the true relations of master and

.slave, men have extended a right from its very nature, co-ex-

tensive only with necessity over the whole man, soul and body,

made liim personal property, well nigh practically confounded

him with his brute. It would seeni important then, that the

conduct of masters bo regulated by sound moral and political

principles, there exist a clear, precise idea of the nature and

full extent of the right, under which a man is held in bondage.

Whence comes the right of iiuman bondage ? If not derived



froiii rovoliitioi!, iiov The light of natvira ; if it exisis, it rausi

ciDie iVosn socitil necessity. But tlio povver to givi', implies

tlic actnal possession of the gii't. T^^.e luw cannot inapart

that", which it lias not. No'v has any coniiannity morally the

right in possession, ^vhicll it may itnpavt to individuals of uu-
limited, unconditional b(nidage ?

Unqnestioiiahly man was designed for social life, this ne-

cessarily implies the right to construct and perpetuate, from
this iriherent right is derived the discretionary' power of coni-

niunitios to restrict privileges, control human conduct when-
ever required by human weal, hence tlic authority to pnnisli

crime, confuie t!ie lunatic, and hold ma!) in personal or politi-

cal bondage ; whilst society holds this authority by divine

right it is plainly a limited authority ; divine consistency

requires it to be exercised in subordination to the great moral
precepts designed for the government of all mankind, and of

course caimot be extended beyond the social necessity, can give

no riglit of personal property, implying exclusive unlimited

control, as a posses.sof's right in his horse. We can only know
God's will through his absolute commands and the voice of his

institutions. Having instituted society wherever its social

needs make it necessary, he instituted political or social slavery,

but no where has he commanded us, nor can the social exigen-

cy requiring it exist, to make chattels of our negroes, and we
deny all right of such property in man as allowed a Roman
iriesponsibly to throw hio living chattels into his fish pond.
Men should be made to realize by squaring the subject be-

fore the mind's eye, bringing it home to their sense of what is

due between man and man, to tlieir ow-n hearts, and testing it

by the divine standard of right and wrong, that an absolute

unrestricted right of pjroperty in man as in a mule, can con-

sistently, neither morally nor politically exist, because man has

a far higher clearly discriminated rank in the divine economy,
is divinely placed upon an equality of natural right with his

fellow man—an equaliiy which cannot bo even disturbed but
by a paramount social necessity, because ra.m has rights to which
the brute has no claim, and over which the law of necessity,

subordinate to divine precept, the only authority abrogating

human rights, can have, in its necessarily limited authority, no
jurisdiction. God the creator, original and sole proprietor, has
only given away man's natural rigiits as far as essential to sat-

isfy the law of social necessity. Nor has the slave, like the
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soldier or xailor, contracteit to surreiulor Ms natuiv,! -dvA legal

rights. ThercjCort; to tnke posstssiou of lus body ami tigi^ts,

bcyoud this law or uecebslty, is siiDply iisur^xitiou. Bo kaig

a.s a slavd continues hi a coiuitry ^vliere tue social necessity l-x-

ists, tiro slave cannot viglufuliy coviiplaia oi' his position, aud
should he in personal difficulty kili his master; he may be

rightfully hanged, because the good of the community as v^ell

as the happiness of the sl;i.ve exacts it, but should it occur in a for-

eign country, the same man stands upon a,n equality of right, and
the crime is precisely of the same grade as if occurring between
t-'vo n:sasters in Maryland, and social necessity does iiot require

his esGcutiou. Every citizen is bound by an implied contract

f.0 obey tue lavvs of his country, but the slave is no citizsn,

there was no implied contract between him and the govern-

ment v.'hich required him to be hanged for the murder of his

master in self deforce
;
therefore, apart from social necessity,

to hang him for manslaughter, would bo simply nnuder. If

this proposition is sound, there can be no inlierenl natural rigiis

of m;in in naan ; thereforo It is purely the creature of circum-
stances, a pohtical or so<'jiaI right for the mutual beneht of

master and slave, coeval with> and limited by this law. In

nioralit}', the slave is eiititled to every right and privilege

of mankind—not rightfully restricted by this law of neces-

sity. All the obligations wh.ich masters recognize as due
to each other are, with this qualification, in full force as regards

the slave, and tht commands to do justly, show mercy, and
others, with all their solemn sanctions, preside over the relations

of master and slave.

Does this great imperious law of necessity in one greedy
gulp swallow up all the divinely given natural rights of man ?

How much the responsibility of the master and the future ame-
liorated condition of ciic slaves are involved in the answer. Is

not the slave's right to enjoy in his own private mode of life the

eainings of his own toil, iiis natural authority over his domestic

and religious relations, untouched by this law ? If there is no
special, directly nor mediately, revealed divine right \a claim

unlimited, control over the person, time, will and earnings of a

slave for his own exclusive benefit, responsibility to God and
a due respect for tlie opinions of mankind require every man
to show some rational foundation for the assumption, for it

does seem perfectly plain tliat if abstract slavery has no riglu-

ful existence, that the right to hold man in personal bondage



springs solely fion). tlio ignorance ami cloturiorated coiKl:tioii oi

tiie blacl: and the aiiienrc of a proper puulic sentiment Uiaking

tlio social lav,- liccessity will), which tlie ri^ht iniisi be coeval

ami coaxtensive, that whilst a certain deforce of slavery under
certain circumstances may '.irtiiousiy exist, '.uiless every vvvxh

of rruiuhood is swept away, there must be a liniis beyond which,
in morality, it caimot extend.

If the Slave can be allowed a fair remuneration with the or-

dinary privileges of free labor, }ou are morally bound to yield

them, for tliere the riglit master ends, gt.> beyond and the le-

gitimafe master is merged in the petty tyrant, or justice, Uiercy

and human rights have no foundation either in nature, reason

nor revelation, in tr\uh the right to iiolu the negro in bondage
has no other foundation than the right to confine the insane,

and as we feel bound to confine and take care of the lunatic

for his own comfort and safety, as well as for that of the com-
niunity, and v/hen the necessity for restraint, ceases to restore

liim to all the rights of manhood, the same must be our duty
to the negro.

In defence of the institution, an urgument is drawn from the

law of races, and it is decided that the African, though human,
belongs to an inferior race, then the inference is very com-
placently drawn that he may rightfully become the slave of a

superior race. That there are grades of intellect and peculiar

adaptations to inhabit certain zones of tiie earth v/hich distinct-

ly mark a variety of races, and that certain races are less capa-
ble of self government is admitted, but it is not conceded in this

admission that there exists any justification for personal slavery,

because such a concU'.i^'-.' -Mild be gratuitous, tliere not being

the slightest divine ar'. •, the sole foundation of human
conduct, either in re I'ejav; '.; . nature. We must assume that

infinite wisdom ever adiijiji means to its end. When Vh'i horse

was designed for the servitude of man, h(! was so constituted,

there was perfect harmony between his natiirj and the end.

Hence, under all circumGtancea, he is found in that natural re-

latio.o ; not so \vith the negro, because he is under the influence

of laws common to human nature which makes the relation

ever jarring.

Indolence and luxurious ease, throwing oxit of exercise those

faculties essential to the supremacy of the more highly endowed
race, emasculate man's vigor, unfit him for governing his in-

ferior fellow-man, the last from liis nature is constantly dis-



poned to rebel mil throw off fche yoko.. For the fa-irt of slavery

does nt.it r^ivorse th^ laws of imturc!, a sense of wron^ nrmi ever

excite discoiittnt or resentment, the one wiU nkiturally '^c-ek its

f^niti^ication iu revenge, the othr^r in some ohjuii!;e of cvJinliiiiui.

Unlcs.s you o,in rescind or revert.o liie laws of liunKui natm e the

oppresscfi \v;ll fiy from bondage :vad human naturo will fsynjpii-

thizo witli the wretched fugitive. Hence abolitioniwTi, so long

as the liberty of the press and freedom of f.peecb. are constitu-

tional privileji'es, eternal discoritent, wranglingsaud servile war,

iej^ii.late as you may, are inevHahle. Again, it i» admitted that

the wliite race cannot liealthfuliy exist in clin'sates wlseie the ne-

gro liouririhes. Here we have distinct natural laws auta.?;oniKlic

to the theory, surely defeating the assumed design of oinnipo-

t«nce, which the idea of infinite v.isdom precludes. Bnt when
two races come in contact whose nature forbids political amalga-
matioi;, just as two families cannot iiveharniouiously under tho

same roof, one tfiusr. govern, and nature and reason give suprem-
acy to the superior race. Clearly then, from a variation in the

human family there cannot be legitimately inferred the design

that one race should appropriate the other for its own exclu-

sive convenience, the deaign obviously was that each should
occupy its appropriate zone. The cupidity of man having
broken iu upon the harmony of nature, I grant a jusdfying

nec-essity for the political subjection of the inferior race is the

result. But though rightfully kept iu a subordinate station,

the more gifted race is released from the obligation to

govern by the principles designed for the commou advantage
of mankind. The white race have all the power and can, in

a corporate capacity, take as good care of the negro, keep him
under as wholesome disciplino, as if subject to irresponsible in-

dividual tyranny. Disfranchise him of every political privilege,

every right he cannot be safely trusted v/ith, but do not de-

grade his manhoi,>d to the level of a rnule. It ia common to

justify negro slavery by the consideration that the slaves are

far better off than their parents in Africa, but although this

consideration may weigh with those disposed to vindicate the

slave trade, it can have no bearing upon the question before

us. If a man saves the Ufe of a fellow-man ho derives no right

of property in him or his descendants.

If a man descended from Irish parentage is far i)etter off in

America than if he had been born iu Ireland, does that give

any right to an American community lo make a slave of him ?



Keitlicr our responsilnlitiea aor moral relatioiia are an inV.er-

iruuce, i)nr, spring iinrne(]ia!;ely from our imlividuaiity. A
victuoiiS lo_yal citizen hi never liauged for tbo treason of his

fjitlief, nor lioc-s r. rr:urdere'' escape the Kfi^l'-OWH because

iatlier 'ivas an effiiuently gO(!d man. It ia said, to reconeiJe

anti-rJ^avery rxicu, tiip.t the filave is far better off than uhe ireod

negro. As a ;^oneral fact it may be true a-ider existing eircum-

stances, but a v;'iqe legislation is comprelieuaive in its views,

and prospective in its policy. We expect existing circum-

Ktances will be altered and we look to the evilsj probable to re-

f-ult to both rsces from a continuance of the inBtitutlon. Such
are the instincts of our nature with wliich personal slavery

conflicts that a man must be either brutally stultified or highly

christianized for the perfection of the slave. One condition

will prpvoat his feeling, and the other reconcile him to the

hardBhips of his coiiditiim, but as the intermediate clas.s will be
ever I'ar greater than the extreme, to expect a contented and
passively submissive slave })opulation is all in vain. An anxiety

to put an end to a perilous political strife influencing some, and
a lust for power and gold, over-riding reason, experience, and
morality, controlling others, it has been boldly d(;niod that the

institution is "a great social political ar.d moral evil." Such
we will ask, wliat is American slavery ? And leave the settle-

ment of the question to the answer honestly given : American
slavery, admitted to be a blight on the prosperity of every
community where it has ever existed, holds forcible possession

of man for man's conveiiionce and pecuniary benefit, violates

till the inalienable rights of man, subjects him to tiie universally

admitted deteriorating effects of personal bondage, usurps entire

control over his will, his person, his labor, his domestic relations,

bis conscience
;
presides over his whole existence, his irrespon-

sible judge, jury aud executioner : in fact, leaves him scarcijjy

one vestige of hamar.ity except his naked body ; it demoral-
izes and deteriorates the white race, tending to the growth of

indolence, aud to destroy self dependence, producing a vicious

pride, averse to corporal labor, violating most injurioushr the

divine law which decrees that "man shall cat his broad in the

sweat of his brow;" it requires an increasingly severe .servile

code, practically abrogates the natural relations of husband aud
wife, parents mA children, it gives increasing domestic anxiety

and alarm, leads to the most frightful criUiCs, suspending the

ordinary course of justice by lynch law, it allows tlie abscond-
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iiig a'lavo to be banted by blood hounds through swam})8, and
if foixud, in obwdience to the most powerful instinctiS of his

nature, a love of freodoni and rosistauoo to abuse, opposing
{<rrest, to be legally shot down ; it coastantly giveu riae to most
bitter pulitical strife, threa.tens the ruin of the Renubh'c and by
it? inherent abuses cries to Heaven for vengeance. Is this fan-

cy, or is it fact? AU the great and good men of the early days

of the Republic, North and South were deluded or gave a false

tef.timouy, the obtiorvation and experience of impartial men
since are deceptive, all the numerous statements and advurtise-

ments in the southern journals of tlie day, are false or the

picture is true to life. ' Yet such is the institution which chris-

tiau teachers v'ill labor to sliow is authorised by Christianity

irrespe-ctive of necessity not to be meddled with. Circumstances

having forced the Soutli iuto a false position, certainly without

a due regard to the master's rights and prosperity, to all

circumstivuces and consequences to both races, coercively and
suddenly to root out slavery would not be more un-.vise and
cruel than repugnant to the teachings s.nd spirit of Christianity

which we invoke for its removal. But whilst I defend the

existing i!'stitution with its abuses as a necessary evil in pre-

ference to a general emancipation, involving far greater mis-

chief, it cannot be fairly inferred that I advocate the institution

as right in itself, it is only a choice of evils. As the cir-

cumstances which legitimate slavery are wrong and hurtful,

its consequences hostile to individual and national prosperity,

surely the obligation reyts ufon us as responsible beings, divine-

ly ordered to do gowl Ui all men, to alter this unnatural con-

dition. If our premises are just and our reasoning sound,

slavery, in tho abstract, is utterly unauthorised. American
slavery a great moral, social and political evil, having no other

foundatiou than sheer necessity, and our plain duty must be

not t<j recognize it otherwise, still not to interfere with a legal-

ized institution, unless with a right spirit, in a proper way to

point out its true character, with its abuses, mitigate its hard-

ships, change, as far as pos-sible, the condition which makes it

a necessity, and remove the negro beyond their reach, by en-

couraging colonization, emigration and a general diffusion

through the world.

We cannot regard with iodifference any legislation impeding

diffusion, and must condemn the course which prohibits tlis

poor freetl negro a home in any utate. You find a race of lui-
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fiyrtiiiiate mm appealing froiv; their degnidatioa aud oppresHiDn

to your huraiuiity and mMgnaniniiLy, but you heed not iheir

petitions. As bcucvoleuily woiilu you refuse the shipwreckcJ

mariner throwu upon your coast a home? Surely neither

philautbropy lior patriolibm are clemeuts of such abolitionism.

vVo believe au irresistible argument, based on the natural right

of mankind, as the divinely appointed tenants in common of

the earth, and a fair construction of the spirit of the constitu-

tion, can establish the freedma?i'8 natural and political right to

cffiigratc iaUi r.ny part of bis native land. If one state has the

moral and political right to banish, and others in tlicir sover-

eignty l;a'.-c the same to repel : banished from one state, repelled

from another, the highway is the only resort for a living, at

the same time the rjad to the gallows ! Why not get rid of

the trouble in a niore sununary biunano way, decrcd that

emancipation and decapitation go hand in hand 1 Abolition-

ism is wont to satisfy her shallow philanthropy with listening

to exaggerated accounts of negro oppression, idle sympathy, and
vindictive vituperation of the South. It offers no aid in coun-

sel or money, and would, as iu Jamaica, set free to bring greatest

ruin upon the slave ; was it for such conduct that God gave au
understanding to direct the feelings Xif the heart?

Obviously it is folly to point out an evil unless we can pro-

pose a remedy for the evil i(t;elf, or to counteract its tendencies.

It is useless to attempt any social or political changes, unsup-
ported by public sentiment. Let all the literary machinery of

the country be put iu requisition. Let our religious periodi-

cals, our reviews, our newspapers, be thrown open for discus-

sion in a right spirit, let a calm appeal be made to the under-

standing, patriotism and pliiianthropy of our people, thus

create a favorable public scvitiment and upon that erect your
plans, "We suggest diffusion by colonization and emigration,

and also wo urge an ameliorated slavery. That four millions

of nf -Tes by coloniaition, assisted by the wisest means of dif-

fusion can bo so reduced as to entirely do away with slavery

iu every form and degree, to human vision, seems impractica-

ble, nor is it esssential to consistency with moral and political

principles ; for man cannot exceed his ability, and to a certain

degree we have an absolute necessity to deal with. But if the

institution is restrained within manageable bounds, the slave

fairly requited, protected from wrong, elevated by moral cul-

ture, his personal bondage converted into political control by
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becoming the property of the state, the fulletit claima of justice

and hutoiwiity will be satisfied. The views presented suggest

the imraediate institution of a wise, benevolent, remedial code,

as well to relievo present abuses as to oo-opeiate with schemes
for diffusion and removal by emigration and the great radical

remedy of colonization, also that a society under its patronage

be formed in each southern state which shall apply to the

general goverDnient for a portion of territory on the South-

West border of Texas, and at the same time for the proceeds

of the sales from public lands so long as necessary, and that

such colony shall be esclusively under the management of the

state societies till territoral government becomes uecest^ary.

The present mode of colonizing contends with difiiculties which
the proposed plan will materially lessen.

The facilities of transporting, temporarily supporting, de-

fending and managing emigrants, will be materially increased

without the same jeopardy of life from climate, or demands for

money. The necessity of crossing the ccean, of residing in a

remote, unhealthy, savage country, will no longer exist, restrain-

ing emigration. Many conscientious raen, seeing their slave's

condition likely to bo bettered, will no longer withhold emanci-

pation. The plea so often opposed to manumission that the

ireo black is a "nuisance" must cea.so, because a distant heme
is provided for bun. The prospect of a successful result will

animate zealous effort in many a desponding, inactive mind.

Such a wide field for philanthropi .; effort thrown open, cannot

fail, in this time of religious enterprise, unfurling as it is the

banner of Christianity before the most remote and inaccessible

people, to invite labor to a field of bencv )lence worthy of the

age^ All reasonab'e, honest abolitionists, will divert their en-

ergies from the present mischievous channels to the promotion

of such a scheme.

With such an enterprise fairly under way, all of that vast

and influential class of timid, lukewarm, time-sarving friends

to emancipation must embrace this scheme. Such must be the

progress of public sentiment, soon no respectable man, valuing

public opinion, will have the hardih.'wd to vindicate slavery

upon its own merits. The impression seema general that to

elevate the slave by education and Christianity will i\nfit him
for slavery, that he will acquire a knowledge of his rights, and

aims above his condition, which will make him discouteiited

and less controiiablo. Under tho proposed plan this revolting



objection, springing from such a sad Jieeessity, wili no longer

exist, Whenever a community leaves a class, distinct by its

casle, in utter neglect, witliout elein'-ntary education and re-

ligious instruction, undor a depred^-ing scnsic of infer ority and
degradation, expoi-ed to all the unreistraineii influences of igno-

Tance, idleness and alcohol, and then c-;jinplaius of it as a
nuisance, that community only writes its own sentence of con-

demnation, for that community has the power of legislation,

with the moral influcace to control the causes of nogro wo'-th-

lessness, and to make the result of their own neglect a reason

for oppression aud abuse, is unjust in the extreme. Let wise,

benevolent restrictions be put on the domestic slave trade and
all be removed from emancipation. Enact that all children

bora after a certain time shall be registered and serve for

twenty years t-o compensate for raising, from that age let them
l>e allowed fair wages, to be collected and invested by the state

till forty years of age, then let them take their wage - and such
of their family as they can buy and emigrate, or colonize, at

their option. Will such a law do injustice to any man ?

If there exists an objector who refuses to allow his slaves a
fair remuneration, he may be great, jiowerful, accomplished
and chivalrous, but he must stand before his God as neither

patriotic, just, honest nor merciful. In furtherance of this plan,

let it be enacted that the state issue bonds to a moderate
amount, redeemable in thirty years. With these bonds, as far

as they will go, let all slaves in the sottlemerii: of estates or

otherwise for sale, the atate being a preferred purchaser, be
purchased at a fair valuation, becoming the property of the
state, let them be hired out as agricultural laborers till they
pay for themselves, then let them colonize, receiving from the

so:;iety a cabin and twenty acres of laud, or remain as the

pi iperty of the stat€, liired out as before, but in the enjoyment
of their own earnings, till it suits to colonize. Under this sys-

tem the planter would save his capital to improve his estates,

get rid of the unpleasantness and anxieties incident to slavery.

The slave would be elevated in the scale of being, advanced to

a state more favorable to emancipation. He would be relieved

from the depression, ign<)niiny aiid abuse of personal bondage.
As his v.'agcs increased iie would have an increasing self-re-

spect and interest in good behavior, become actually a police

to guard servile insurrection. In the meantine the stp.te would
be gradually releasing herself from an incubus, and a generous
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seathoent, recognizing the African as entitled to all the privi-

le<^eri of mankitui, \V()uld be cultivated, having a favoiable ef-

fect upon the minds oi" the peciplo hnvavds eniaueipatioii.

Upon the pntposed plan of tiheckin;.^, redncing and ultimately

removing, time, long tin^o, will he required.

The chaugo from slave to free labor will be so gvo.dual as

hardly to be felt. Social life will txccommodate itaclf iuyen-

sihly to the gradual change, there will bo no interruption to

the husincrts of the ccnmtry. and there will not be one pound lc:r,

of cotton raised. Under the stimulating influence of labor re-

munerated, of prospective freedom and a high object to save

his earnings, negro labor will be far more valuable, and as the

gradual demt'ud for labor calls, it will come. We have been
gravely told that cotton cannot bo cultivated by white labor,

but in the face of the facts, that the European emigrant makes
the public workh at the South, is seen in all its large cities,

doing all the laborious drudgery of common laborers ; that the

British and French soldiers and sailors are able to go through

all the severest military duties in India and Africa, a.nd from
the fact that all over the world experience shows, that by ob-

serving a few simple sanitary rules, especially rigid, abstinence

from alcohol, that men are enabled, in the hottest and most
sickly countries, to preserve their health under a reasonable

exposure and moderate iabjr, we may fairly question the

fissortion. Can we doubt if black labor could not ba had, that

v/hite labor, stimulated by high wages, would not come ? We
know that in the salt mines, coal mines, furnaces, glass works
and other occupations, known to produce disease and abridge

life, labor is abundant. But assuming black labor necessary,

there is no necessity for its being slave labor. But we are told

the free blacks will not work, yet the white uian will have, if

he chooses to make the necessary laws, the same power tj

make the free blacks work that he has to make the slave blacks

labor. But conceding all which the force of the argument re-

quires, where is the divine autiiority to justify one set of men
to coerce others to work unrequited for them, where they can-

not labor ? Can expediency abrogate divine precept ? Will

such an argument weigh against a divine command ? When
the Almighly appointed the growth of cotton for the benefit of

mankind, did he place its culture under such conditions as

necessarily requires the violation of his di.stinct command to

do justly and lovo mercy ? Surely the Almighty will effect
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all tbe purposes he has designed, and can suppl}' all the wants

he has created viithout abrogatiag or veqiiiring^ any one to

violate the great precepts or commands given to man, ivLidi

would inipMcate his omniscience, omiupolence or wisdom.

Each state can, by legislation, secure any amount of hlack

labor, only make his home comfort iV.lo and the rnanmnitted

will not care to emigrate, the only liU'erence will be substi-

tuting a portion of free black labor, and with the law to con-

trol them they can be made to do their duty. Whilst the ne-

cessity for a long time to consummate the scheme must save all

embarrassment from a sudden withdrawal of slave labor, al-

lowing full time to substitute free labor, it will enable good

and just men, conscientiously and consistently to make use of

slave labor, and its products so long as the necessity lasts, and
it would annihilate abolitiouism. To trace re:su1ts to their

causes oft.en requires patient, honest inquiry, and there arc

hasty, harsh-judging, superficial men, too indolent to think, or

men whose limited reach of th.uight will not admit of easy ac-

cess to truth, looking at the degraded result of biavery, who
regard the negro as "seal'.'d from his nativity the slave of na-

ture and the son of hell," and defiantly asks "is there any hope
for raising him above the level of tlie beast of burden ?" But
is it just or fair wh.en he has been uncared for by the Legisla-

ture, only to punish his offences, neither encouraged nor aided

to rise above the degradation where freedom found him, to

make the wretched product of slavery justify the institution ?

That simple emancipation will not elevate the slave, and that

the greatest advantage of the proposed plan is only to be found

in coming generations, is the dictate of common sense. But then

we will have started in the right line of duty, the first great,

important step will have been taken in the right direction.

There are many who dea! in abstractions, and wbo.se sense of

right and wrong, and whose philanthropy are fully gratified

with mere emancipation, leaving the poor slave to the sure

consequences of a fixed law which connects such a coniiition

with misery. But is there a christian obligation to send niiliious

to redeem the foreign heathen and none to beyto^v thousands on
our slavery degraded blacks ? ]s there patriotism in opposing

foreign invasion and none in expelling the dorneistic enemy ?

Is there philanthropy in relieving human misery in Ireland

and none in raising tbe black man from degradation and
vfretchedness ?
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I implore the good men of the country to m?,ke every effort

to place the negro under clrcumstauces of personal, indepen-
dence and equality, where the ordinary motives which stimu-

late and develop Inunan excellence may have fair play.

Surely human nature must be false to her own laws if wo do not

find that "as the slave departs the man returns." The same law
rules in the brute and in the human family. The sheep, placed

nndc "x better cliroate, extra care and attention, will rise /ar above
his family, but still retain all the distinctive features of the

sheep. No doubt whole communities, under the influence of

moral and physical causes, have degenerated in different de-

grees and given the variety to the human family, but man,
under all circumstances, is still found to be man, and there is

a sasceptibility and a tendency under favorable circumstances

to rise to his original. We see this law of human nature il-

lustrated in the fiu't, that after a few generations with us the

African becomes much improved, and when transported to

Liberia rises still higher in the scale of character.

From all we know of the history of man, he must have been

createil, civilized, and we claim from revelation and the classi-

fication of naturalists a common origin. Whence then, all

tiie variety of savage life ? How can tliis result but from the

steady operation for ages of deteriorating moral and physical

ct-uses? All the moral events and physical condition through-

oui creation, seem to result from fixed laws whether for evil

or for good. Hence, certain consequences invariably follow

a certain conduct. The suspension of certain moral and
physical laws produces cc-esponding changes. Constitutional

diseases, parental deficiencies, mental proclivities are transmit-

ted, families morally and physically degenerate, showing that

human procreation is in obedience to certain laws which mould
the character, physically and morally. Just aa the muscular

system, within healthful limits, is exercised, is the muscular

vigor, so v/ith the nervous system, mental development corres-

ponds with that of the braui. The arm which is tied up
withen;, the unpracticed brain falls off in vigorous manifesta-

tions, the good man by practicing . irtne becomes better, the

bad man habituated to. evil becomes worse, so that it seems

possible that man, made after the image of his Creator, may,

in the course of ages, drift away from his high original, till the

distinctive features of his race are nearly lost.

The colony in New South Wales, settled from the very
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swo(!piiig.s of tin- i iil.s iu Knghmd, iiuilor iaiproviag in!!iit)nr(.M,

iias becoino ;.. lunral, iiidiistrious, proHjieruiw cotaiiumity.

nut tlio iDfciviia' iegifciniute thiit when removed Froia unfavor-

able circuiiistaiux's iuiii [iluoeil luuier (;thers mure Ciivorrtble to

the duvelopKK^ut of luiiiiitu excellence thiit tiie Afru'iUi will ri.so

if not to the ;incieiifc stiuuliinl attribiitoil to hia e.idy history, iit

leasi; to ;i degree that we may retwoiiiibly hope" for HUccesi.s in

colonizing? Anyhow, conceding his inferiority cnnm't fiirni.sh

uri argument for ou.slaviiig him, for if you admit the negro i-s a

man, you must, if a christian, in tii.s treatment, be governed by

divine precepts given t'l regulate' the iutoramrwe among jnen.

Of course if we tind that the necessities of his natnr*'^ make it

absolutely necessary to disrobe liim of lii^i manhoutl, titere is no

alternative, he n)tist he trtiated as a brute.

.Soa>e fact.s, superfi<"ially regarded, may discourage our

a-'heme. Tiie fugitives wlio have been concentrated m Cfiufula

Iwye never advanced in resjteclabiiity, the slaves freed by J<*hri

Randolph settled in Ohio, are equally unpromising. We nuisfc

reflect th:it lhe.se were ignorant slavery degraded men, left en-

tirely U) their own niauagemeni;, cut olF from the improving,

elevating influences of .social interf-oiirse with tlieir betters.

They carried with tiieni all their slave hahit-s, and aa no piiin>i

were taken to improve them, they were under less favorable

circum.stJmces than when they had maoters t') keep them from

drinking and i<llenes.s, Now take from any of our cities a

colony of the lowest grade of society, leave them t<^>self govern-

ment, take no pains to improve them, will such a community
present a more hopeful prospect ? 8uppo.se again three-fourths

of the educated, religious, industrious and poli.shed of Lon<lon

were suddenly to emigrate, how long before the condition of

that great city wouhl be most deplorable ?

Some may object to planting a Oo!r;ny of negroes in North

America, but all future trout)ies from .such a .step is specula-

tion, and altogether contingent upon the conduct of their more

powerful white noigldjors. If our people act wisely, virtu-

ously, flrmly and kindly, n(,'th?ng need be feared, and if they

do not the Uopublic will come to ruin whether or not we have

a neighbor negro colony. Anyhow, we have only to follow

Che promptings of our enlightened conscience, leaving fu-

ture events to Providence, for reuMte colonization is ira{)rac-

ticable. We must either keep the bkicks a debasetl race, a

standing rebuke to oar justice and wisdom, a conceded great

:'od.il evil, an increiwing cause of political anxiety, or adopt

sonifl practical plan for ultimate removal, or safe re<3uctioa at

least.

21
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So ioug as we are uot lead by a blituJ impiil^ve feoling, re-

gardless of the ligbt of reason and experieace, aa was the cabu

in emancipatiug tlie West India slaves, guided by our iiuder-

sttiuding aud au euligbtcned conscience, we cannot be heid

respouisible for our well intended acts, and any question as to

far distant results ia a problem, the solution of which must be

left lo the good providence of God. To say nothing (though

wurely a most serioua contsideration) of the hazards to domestic

security, peace and happiness, the concentration of a l^i:ge

slave population on our Southern border must be unwise.

The strength of a country is its yeon'anry, and surely no state

will be willing to trust its defences lo a yeomanry of slaves.

In case of a foreign invasitin a deiiNe slave population must
ever prejseut a most inviting weak pniut, as we know it did in

the late war with England, when it was contemplated to

march black regiments into Georgia, On estate remote

from a ^arge city, with five hundred uegi-oes it would be oidy

reasonable to suppose that there would be many ready to meet
any overtwea from a wicked fanatic or military spy. We
should reflect that this iw a progressive evil and that it is

the tendency, by a universal law fo'- every wrong unchecked
by huraan wisdom, indirectly and violently to cure itself, as

illustrated iu the French revolution. In every well balanced

community from the diversity and degree of talent, energy,

form of character or other circumstances, there must naturally

exist three strata or c!a8S(!8, the lower occupied by t he indigent

and laboriouSj the seconc by the more thrifty and bettei provi-

ded tradeameu and mechanics, the tlrlrd by the more highly c^i-

tivatfid and opu i6nt, placed above the drudgery of life. In the

laws "shich thus regulate Bocial life lies the foundation of a

great self-adjusting conservative princijile. When wealth and
its concomitants, indolence and luxurious indulgence, long exist,

the class deteriorates, individuals cannot hold their pijsition

from, loss of power and aggressive competition from below,

the middle class gradually works up, because its condition is

more favorable to the development of moral and physical ex-

cellence, the more energetic from the class below them supplies

their places. Without this law of class no prosperous commu-
nity can last, l^ecause there will be no chissea from below to

refresh and invigorate the effete upper stratum, in vdiich up-
per stratum, the governing power must reside, for "those who
think must govern those who toil."

Now, under tbo institution of slavery this great law is broken

up, there is a very meagre, inadequate middle stratum, and
under the operation of natural causes, the upper stratum of
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masters will lose its mimevioal force, its uujrai iiiul physiciil

ability to govern will want to be iu that liealtliy proporUoa

to the lower stratuni required by siibi.nliuation iiud pros-

perity. Hence it vvoulil seeui to be tlie true policy to cul-

tivate a aiidille class, keep down all unsafe excess iu the

lower class or ;-tratni!5. Culouizatiou, aided by the wisest means
<ti' dilfusinu ' i,lie most decided }(roiiiiVition of further im-

portation, Wi;. naturally promote the one, introducing every

variety nf manufacture, worked by wliite operatives, and pro-

hibitmii by law nej.;ro meclianics, would advance the other.

Let tlie African be confined to agricultural labor, let him
become the property of the state, introduce a species of serf-

dom, under whicii the ne'^U'o will enjoy a comparatively health-

ful, safe freedom, an amelimated slavery, consistent willi jus-

tice, mercy and th>^ prosperity of all. Suicly no thoughtful

man who has tlie courage to look the evil in the face, no mail

wiio will not wilfully reject conviction, can deny the dreadful

tendency, nay, the inevitable result of slavery cherished as it

is. In fifty years there will be sixteen millions of slaves in the

Soutli. Will not the anticipation of servile troubles cause-men

to emigrat(!, and the same cause prevent them from being re-

placed by new setrlers ? Will not an increasing difficulty to

control, produce increased severity of police ? Natural causes

enfeebling the mast<M"s uioral and physical power, till "t last a

point is reached beyond which endurance and the capacity to

govern must cease ? And what then ? The South should be

titiuuilated to move iu this matter by every uoble motive, as

well as l>y the consideration established by statistical facts,

daily observation and tiie opinions of some of her wisest men,

that viewed in the double light or aspect of injustice and injury

to tlie black race and of its deteriorating influences, morally and

physically, on the masters and their descendants, with all its

prospective perils, that slavery is no blessing. Indeed it can-

not be too strongly impressed on the Southern mind, that to

be politically wise, an institution must be morally right.

Fellow citizens of the South, I pray you listen to the voice of

rea^son and ex]>eriencc, to all (jf your truly great and gooti men
from the date of our Union. Facts may be carelessly blinked

or recklessly disregarded, but their consequences must bo met.

Be not stupidly passive uu'lcr the delusion that because gi'eat

gains may be pouring into your laps, that you are growing rich

end powerful in all the essential elcmeuta of political prosper-

ity, lietlect that from vast uneqtial wealth and luxurious liv-

ing in one class, ignorance, poverty and degradation in the

other, fur they an^ equally ujifavorablc to the growth of moral
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woi'th, certain ilcpkniible cousft^ucnct.'s ;vve, iiiscpiuitlile. True,
scutk'red over wide districus, ^jahiliiil residences, us in Cuba,
uiay ariiic, luokiiig witii hnxWy pride over thoiisanda of acres

uuteiiiiiiUtl hy a lixe, cnliglileiied ptjasaiitry ; true to ynur de-
<i>;lited eyes may wave ricli luxuriance, but uuiess natiue's

laws ceab« from tiieir usuai results, your cliil.lreu's children,

(leiuonilizcd uiid enieebieil by inordinate wealtii, extravagance
and luxury inuBtreap another harvest, a harvest of trouble and
sorrow from tlut mad policy of cherishinj^ within your bosom a

great and growing domestic enemy. Alas,

"111 fares the liiud lo liaatf uing iUs h prey,

Wlmi-e wealth accumulates and where lueu ilecHy."

\our peculiar institution, to give security and pi>aceof mind,
will require an extensive standing army. It is the teach-

ings of experience, that neighboring nations constantly find

oci;a.sion for political broils. What is to <iive iuxrauuity to

ths two ConfederacieH from such evils? Will you uot have
aisOj exciting causes of bitter party strife? May not the peo-

ple in the madness, recklessness and wickedness of party spirit,

place iu the seat of j>owci' some ambitious military man, some
Julius Cajsar or ionie "Little Corporal," What then will save

your free iii.stitutious ? Will not the same causes wliich have

f)roduced the late unhappy division of oiu- country exist so

ong as slavery exists as a cherisiied institution ? Is it fiossible

that in two nations so det:ide.lly opposed upo)i tlie subject of

slavery, that fanatics and deuiagogues will !io idle? Will not
fugitives from the South be still seduced away and protected

iu the North ? Will not tliis cause tlie bitcertsl strife and in-

evitably lead to war ? No man can doubt that widespread
misery will result to both sections, but to reason's eye one re-

sult sooner or later, is inevitable ; with such vast odds of

numerical strength, force and wealth against lier. A fearful,

slumbering, duniestic enen)y, witliin her borders, tiic general

sympathy of mankind against lier, und ?r a strong sense of the

acowl of fre.'dom, justice, n)ercy and divine displeasure, all the

desperation and Wisted ciiivalry of the ISouth cannot save her.

Like Napoleon's guard she may bravely resolve never to sur-

render, but like tliat gallant band, she must be overwhelmed.
And truthful history will record her epitaph, died inglorious-

ly, slain by freedom's sword, fighting against the inalienable

rights of man.


