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Was It A ‘Minority’ Convention At Patna ?

What actually the word ¢;ninority’’ connotes In
political parlance > Does it by any stretch of imagina-
ton mean the religious minority, albeit the Muslim
miority ?  Muslims 1n Bihar or for that matter in
[ndia, are a religious minority. In the name of religion

and religious minority’s rights and privileges, the country
had witnessed a holocaust and a blood bath in the
orties till the independence was Wwon. The ¢Bihar
State Miunority Convention’ just concluded its two-day
session at Patna 1n which top leaders of government,
including West Bengal’s Chiet Minister, Mr. Siddhartha
Shankar Ray, Bihar’s Chief Minister, Dr. Jagannath
Mishra, B. P. C. C. President, Mr. Sitaram Kesari and
many others participated. It is however balflling why
the organisers of the convention called 1t «“Bihar OState

M‘“UTHY Convention’’> ? If the intention was for
in all fairness the

as ““Bihar State

not done. L1t

But this was :
lHiI]DI‘lllGS—'I‘E]‘.*

Eﬁigtutf fialfeg%‘af‘d _lhe _intere‘sts of all G
Organised bgulsﬁm in Bihar, it Sh{}l-lld have been jointly
the BUddh‘Y the Muslims, the Sikbs, the Christans,
and also 1ﬁ3t5’ the Adibasis, the Maqh:ls, the eryas
linguistic % B?‘fgallis-—who are all either religious OF
special diﬁmmiufﬂ- in Bihar and all hax_fe their own
rade or ]Fu“_lﬁﬁ in matters of education, service,
ignity Er%f-'ssmn_. That , step would have given a new
t““"emigz prestige to the Muslim Organisers of the
"Minoriw’(;ﬁm W'f”“jﬂ‘}’ used the terminology og_la
Onventjon -,:nvemlnn ' {0 misguide the people. 1€

was attended only by the vocal and pros-
section of the Muslims. Where were the

Dhanuks, the K asais and such other

0 » '’ 1T
Were coﬁ poor and downtrodden Muslims 2ae I'bey
Spicuous by their abscnce. Excepting the

Ubper

Ca . : |

01 ste. Muslims who attended the convention, 1o
forward SO far

e meha
a“'!'_d:ln::gau? community in the State put .
Efﬂlatinni L0 ﬂ_‘ﬁ gnvernmentfor “5ub5}anllﬂl repre-
E‘ﬂd Eemi, n EQT'UICQS, trade EIld pl'Dfessif_]n 1n go}-ernrﬂeﬂl
%Cliong g%wﬁr“mﬂm undertakings at par :'ﬁ;llh other
“Mang rthe pcople in the country’’. [he above
4ce of ; of the Muslim Convention I absuird on the
. Maithili speaking people in Bihar constitute
MOre th ézérg-e“ minority in the State uit_h perhaps
q per cent of the pop' lation. Ard In _REEP”‘g
0y be fy; tmand of the Muslim Convention, :
°If then“ o give the Maithils their share i
profession according to the strength of their
- If government turns down this proposal

Bround that it is based on JipBuisHe congiders

sections of the community,
the Adibasis.
forget its patriouc national
tingly the
democratic traditions O
overtly or covertly to take the country to the

hatred and fanaticism preached and practised by

Mr Jinnah
help in the creation of counter

" should degenerate

ation then what might be the justiflcation to concede
the same demand on religious consideration ?

We do not conceal our deepest concern OVer such a

malevolent trend in the thought process of a section of

In frce and secular India all

our countrymen.
citizens are same with equal rights and privileges,
excepting those who really belong to the weaker

namely the Harljans and
If any particular community prefers to
position to follow undevia-
and policy of secularism and

f independent India, and (ries
dark era of

principles

surely it would
forces as a reaction.

demands voiced by any Muslim

Convention during the past 28 years of independernce,
the Muslims had two Presidents of India. In Bihar, the
key position of the Inspector-General of Police was till
recently held by a Muslim. The post of the Principal
Secretary of Finance was held by yet ancther most able
and efficient TAS Muslim officer. Another key post in
the government, namely the postof Additional Chief
Secretary 1S NOwW held by another extremely competent
Muslim officer.: We need not make the list longer. If
these officers were celected to the above posts it was not
hecause they were Muslims, but because they were
found to be able, eflicient and honest,” That alone

should be the criteria for appointment and never 1t
to the level of caste, creed or religion.

The attitude taken by the Muslim Convention at Patna
reous and it will do tremendous harm to

and larger 1nterests of the Mulims thems-
kling the task of economic
and progress. The 1t

and his Muslim League,

Even without such

is utterly €rre
the supreme
sejves 10 tac
I't‘*canstruction ;
consist 1D working
illiteracy- For removal

community, we agree with the demands

Urdu know1og scholars 10 the Secondary
and such other cducational bod1es.

have been give )
education through mother tongues.

in imparting
;i ent have also acce

But ynfortunatelys

moving.
hve appointe

Clommission W
fowns 10 theState

and

and social
erests of the Muslims
for progress and elimination of
of illiteracy among the Muslim
for appointing

School Board
Linguistic minorities
n certaln constitutional guarantee regard-

The

Bihar Governm p‘ted those prinFiples.
the implementation machinery is slow

‘1 the Bihar Government

Linguistic Minorities’
hich 1s currently touring all important
(0 find out to whatextent the linguistig
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removal of 24
religious and linguistic minorities

to normalise
with China and Pakistan 18 In

pursuance of her peace programme
with a view lo consolidate peace

and
world. Over the past many years
several

conflicts
Pakistan
foundation of
Fortunately for India she is now
in _a
strength. The entire world knows

_ has

minority students are suffering for
non-implementation of the direc-

tives of the Bihar Government.
Thus it is apparent that govern-
ment machinery is working for

the difficultics' of

The

matters of education.

Muslim Convention at Patna tried
to inject a fnew virus (religious
virus) in the body politic of Bihar
by introducing the question of
religious minority.- which must: be

discouraged’ at the initial stage

both by the government and the
public,

-

Normalising Relationship With China

Mrs. Indira Gandhi’s decision
India’s relationship

security in Asia and ' the
local

either

had

wars or military
with China or
shaken the very
peace I1n Asia.

positinn to speak from

what tremendous strength India

gathered during the short
period of a few years since Mrs,

. Indira Gandhi took over as Prime

Minister of India. If China was
sought to be befriended by the Uni-
ted States it was simply because the
USA found that China had emer-
ged as a powerful country with
her atom and hydrogen bombs,
Similary, if China and the United
States are now trying to' improve
relationships with India it is be-
cause of the fact tnat both the
countries have realised that India
is strong enough both economically
and militarily. So long India
was weak these countries, except
the Soviet Union, never cared to
lonk to us unless we agreed to
tow their line. These powers tried
always to create and perpetuate
new scalts of tensons in the region

for their own selfish interests.
China  openly approves the
building-up of military power in

the world, and Washington also
wants to consolidate its “*Positions-

of-strength” ideology to safeguard
its own interests,

Viewed from the above points
of view, it is now no wonder if
the American Press have ““greeted

]

enthusiastically’® and welcomed
the turn in India’s foreign policy.
1 his new foreign policy of India
emerges. out of strength. The
western powers as also China now
know very well that nuclear black-
mail will not work 'with India,
because nuclear power is walling
in: the corridors of our atomic
scientist’s  laboratories.  China
gained the respect of America only
when she exploded the atomic
bomb. Similary, situation started
changing when India made the
explosion of atomic power in the
Rajasthan deserat last year.

The Western countries, parti-
cularly the United States always
accused India that her foreign and
domestic policies were both tilted
heavily towards Soviet

Russia.
In all our difficulties—both

Inter-
nal and external, India alwavs
received wbolehearted  support

from Russia. But in return, excep-
ting a tremendous fund of good-
will, we have not been able (o
repay anything tangible in Russia.

One therefore should analyse
~and find out that those of our
countrymen who tried to disrupt
our economy, our industrial pro-
duction and intended to destroy
our communication systems were
Just playing into the hands of
enemies of India who wanted
India to remain perpetually weak.
Mrs. Gandhi understood their
game well in advance and started
he_r work steadfastly with deter-
inination 10 make the country
strong—economically, industriall
and militarily, Many of the

L] b. 3
powers in West and North did i

not

perhaps like this, and in order to
thwart the efforts of Mrs. Gandhj

* ¢¢total
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set up their stooges in this sub.
continent to start a movement of

revolution’. But this Was
effectively stopped by the timel
action of the Prime Minister, The
movement for ‘“total revolutiop”
was crushed totally not by police
and military but by the threat
that country’s normal laws would
be effectively and  ruthlesly
applied against the disruptionists,

This threat and warning alone
worked miracle and the entire
country heaved a sigh of relief
with the return of normalcy.

Qur foreign policy remained

always non-aligned, and we never
wanted to be 1involved 1n big
power politics. Perhaps, this non
aligned foreign  policy of India
incidentally suitcd Russia and
other non-aligred nations of the
world. If it bad suited Russia,
we could not be blamed for it; and
for that reason it is a blasphemy

to term our foreign policy as pro-
Soviel or pro-auy country.

That India prefers to  pursue
her own independent foreigp

policy is demonstrated Once agall
by India’s Prime Minister Ms:
Indira Gandhi by deciding I:J
exchange Ambassadors witht Maos

: - . ! €
China. We don’t know l:?f!
Russian reaction to this new S 1
of our foreign policy. It may :

be to the liking of cur Russiat
friends because of her Sll'ﬂmir
relationship with China .for 0} 2
a decade. But that cons.ldﬂfa‘;ﬁli
has deterred Mrs. Indira Gﬂ_‘:i i
to pursue her own independ®
foreign policy.

fuiena (1;1' 131dia will understi‘:;
realistically India’s need 19 °

- : - {ons
a wider  variety of friendly nz;;dia
throughout the world. g

basically is believer 1n Peacef 1d13
who kinows that ultimately Iviﬁt
may serve as a link betweell the®
Russia and China to bring world
10 a peace table 1O ensurﬂl‘{

peace. But these are (a3 .Su
with tremendous odds, parti

when we remember tha
thousand square miles

territory  1s still un

ars
- - : W€
occupation of China whl“h

g J[]in'
in the name of Marx and Le€

'H~-_'




| - et [ oy

3 . . ,b-gl
Festival—Bihu
Hiteshwar Saikia

Minister for Home, Information &
public Relations and Cultural Affairs, Assam

The orizin of the
shrouded in mystery.
the year, the Bihu in the

other. festival in the country has such
Bihu. We reproduce below an
Saikia, Assam’s Home Ninister,
details the signifacancc of Bihu,

national
Of the three Bihu celebrations during
spring season 1 all pervading. NO

T R

festival—Bihu in  Assam 15

1 sccular appeal as the
artic'e from Mr. Hiteswar
who has explained in great
This writing of Mr. Saikia

will also provide an opportunity O know and understand the

customs ﬂl][l usages of our per::ple in Lhastern Indiﬂ.

- While many of the communi-
ties in this country and elsewhere
have more or less similar types of
festivals: like our Magh Bihu
celebrated just after the harvest
the, other two Bihus of the
Assamese people are, however,
1’;‘[111?1“3 N more .lhfll.l one sense.
tﬁdyir?“ilthe Kati Blh[lﬁ Cn‘le?rﬂ-
OClobelr hlle month of h?lrtlk 1. €.
it ad-d ovember at a tume w_hen
and& 'lY plapts_ start flowering,

ithe Rongali Bihu—the greatest

of v : _
ataltl festivals in Assam, celebrated

Inajest,'ume when npature P]E’YS
hills 1C drama in the woods Elﬂd
and farmlands endowing

or .
E geous colouring to
“fmllndingg_

"UCET;]I]S 50 old that there ¥ no
help manﬁﬂllc records or relics to
Antiquity ur{i}“ﬁl the riddle of 1ts
AZUments b'hatEVur may be the
mlErpretal? out the E‘[YH’IGIGEICH[
there 14 10n of the word “Bihu™
; very little doubt that Bibu

1s. a fact,
i tribes that
r hordes to Assam 1IN
i 3?‘)’?: had carried wilh
A lfﬁlln.Ct cultural traits,

estivals and peculiar

of life .
bhf(., 111!?? were not one
» DUt many,

the entire

Those earliest settlers, however,
had one thing in common. 1 hey
loved the land they came to live
in. 'They saw the luscious green of
the valley and the bewitching blue
of the hills and were enthralled
and captivated. Few areas inthe
world held for them so much
charm as Assam did. Otherwise
why they should decide to stay
here and not proceed further .1n
their quest for better hzbitation. ?

In Astam they found the ﬁ{lal
answer to .their €ver continuing
quest.

Expression of joy

Long long ago perhaps oD @
fine morning, OD¢ of those e.arl;est
people heard a Cuckoo 1n its gay
rood: = L€ perhaps felt a new
warmth-in the atmosphere around.
He was not the kind of a person
called poet. But he knew not Whé”j
the sight of greer creepers an

: : ia
' 2 i rajestiCaLLECE lac

?:;?:dbreer[l foliage filled his mm.d
. He also did

with nbounded JOY- % N dad

not know why |
coloured fAowers amqnd him caft
spell and delighted him to a state

of enchantment an_c] ecstasy. H:;
was thrilled .nd his mind crave&
o dance 1D joy when ll]lu;‘: soll
breeze played gﬁunliy over the srglz;d
boughs wavering  the twigs

stirring the flowers in full bloom.
There was joy all around and the
man naturally felt horripilated.
He noticed the marked change in
the environment, He discovered
that it is spring which cast is
spell on nature.

It did not take long for the news
of this great discovery to spread
far and wide across the hills and
dales. Overjoyed, men rushed
wildly in their merry moods and
abandoned themselves 1O the
nature’s revelrous festivities. ‘They
copied the tune of the Cuckoo,
imitated the rhythmic movements
of the muli-coloured birds, tried
to adorn themselves in the pattern
of the myriad coloured flowers and
sapg rejoicingly 1n the way the
birds do while flying back to thelr
Jests afar.  Our forefathers did not
like to rejoice alone. ‘The warmth
of their joy drew more people 10
join* the company. They also
rejoiced at the time when spring
was fully established. The beauty of
nature made them gay and thrilled
them to sing and dance. They had
surely a great feeling of happiness
and inexplicable contentment when
they discovered that behind all
these beauty and colour of nature
there must be a certain directing
hand wt ich conducted this entire
show on earth. They realized that
nature was only manifesting
sutwardly the joyous mood of that
Almighty who is the reservoir of
all the beauty, and joy and from
whom life originates. The more
they looked at nature, the more
they were overwhelmed with the
profound thought of the greatness
and kindness of the creator.

Birth story of the Assamese
| pcople

Man began to celebrate the .

advent of spring which was the
joyous expression of nature in 1ts
romantic  splendour. He also
worshipped the creator by way of
his merry making. He felt that the
best way .to worship God was 10
love the beauty. He was moving
21l around. And in this process
onc dﬂ}' the 1dea Of Bihu was Ei'sfi'l'l
a formal exprission, ‘I he annual
celebration of Bilu lke a few
other $0Ci0-eCcONOMIC factors made
the disorganized comm.unities
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feel like one. A sense of oneness
developed in the hordes of those
communities when they continued
to celebrate the Bibu, In course of
time the people who joined in the
Bihu and forgot their separate
identities in the Bihu field, made
up one community which through
a historical process came to be
known as the Assamese people.

“We know how the Bihu has

passed through a great metamor-
phosis and has accomodated in 1ts
wide canvas the contributions of
the Austrics, Mongoloids, Negrito,
Tibeto-Burmese, Indo-Mongo-
loids and the Aryans. We also
know how the Bihu came out of
the pastoral surroundings into the
courtyard of the Ahom royalty and
their nobles and settled again in
the cottages of the common men
and the hearts of the common
masses. Bihu has always been a
people’s festival without being
exclusive t0 any community oOr to
a single religious group.

A bond of unity

We are aware of the fact that
no other festival in the country has
such a secular appeal as the Bihu.
Its deep underlying national
significance ~ becomes  clearly
manifest when we realise the fact
that through its conveyance of the
hopes and sentiments of the
Assamese people and through its
expression of the physical
exuberance of the youths and the

finer sentiments of old and young
alike, the Bihu has verily been

working as a great integrating
factor.

Bihu’s appeal is truly universal.
Transcending the artificial barriers
of caste, creced, race, religion,
language or sex the Bihu stands
out prominently among those
ingredients  that went into the
making of the great Indian nation,
Bihu awakens us to distinguish
good from evil and inspires us to

-
e
R

look to the beauty around which

we are born to love and worship
but have no right to destroy. Bibu

makes us feel like ope in a  family

of Indian and sublimates our
thoughts and  feelings so that we

BEHAR HERALD 1 May 15,

might be able to : contribyte b

mite towards the making of
: . S a
richer and mightier India,

nation in a happy world,

| Purva Bharat Sanskriti Sammel:,
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Country Saved From Disaster

¢Daily Telegraph’ Correspondent’s Tour

Impressions of India

L

Mr. Amit Roy, the Stafl Correspondent of the ‘Daily
Telegraph’’, London came to India recently on a special
assignment to report about the happenings in India since the

promulgation of emergency. On

his rewurn to London Mr.

Roy published the foliowing report in his paper which we

reproduce below.

(People of Bihar will be proud
about Amit Roy, who spent his
younger days at Patna with his
father Mr. Benoy Roy, the former
Editor of the ‘‘Indian Nation”’.
When Mr. Benoy Roy migrated
to London as BBC’s Programme
Director for Bengali, young Amit,
as also the entire family, migrated
to London. Amit proved to be
a first rated student in the London
Grammar School. He competed
for a scholarship after his London

School Final to prosecute his studies

in Electrical Engineering in the
Cambridge University, and to the
surprise of many he secured high
position to secure a scholarship.
He graduated in  Blectrical
Engineering from the Cambridge
University after a rigorous course
of five years, and served as an
Electrical Engineer for the stipu-
lated period in London Electricity
Board. But from his student days
he dreamt to become a journalist
like his father, and ultimately gave
up his job as an Electrical Engineer
to become a staff member with

the prestigious “Daily Tel #
of London.) Ui EErA

Amit Roy in his despatch to the
“Sunday Telegraph” (the sunday
edition of the “Daily Telegraph”)

published on April 25 last said

— )

that the tribute that Mahatma
Gandhi had once betowed 00

Jawaharlal Nehru could well be

applied to his daughter, Mrs Indird
Gandhi. “The nation is safe If
her hands”. Amit Roy contint®
in his despatch that the cmergﬁ'}“
had produced an effect ¥ 1“}
appeared particularly s_trlklng he
someone like him returning 104 5
country after a year (1n .197 : e;
Amit Roy was sent by his Paqﬁs
to cover Vietnam war and OP

_ {td
way back he had halted at qE:LCUhiS

, 25
father, who 1s now E"Orkln}%&zar
Asst. Editor, Amrita
Patrika).

. t tie®
Amit Roy says at tha [die

““the crusade against Mrs.
Gandhi’s ruling party, SE&°" " he
have set the nation firmly De tire
road to disaster. INoOw the

land is wallowing 1D calm
at least have not known before:

He said he would ?e:?; teri®
time to understand the Oncy- put
implications of the emergely ade

2 3 [ ;
in retrospect a chance rema oWt

2 : turft | .
by an Indian might yet ercff?“ﬁt
to be the most aIZlmi[ (ha

History will have 10

(Contd, on page 19/




Saratchandr |
reat impact OO the literature
Ereated y him. Every greal
it] 1t0biogrﬂplucal. This

. the case of Saratchan-

[t may not be far wrong "to
\Vl'ilillgs Ijut

) : .

ogether constitute his extended

memolrs Most of the incidents
novels and

and characters in his
stories are drawn (rom life. 1 here

are any parallels in his own hfe.
When quustionﬁcl, he himself
.dmitted the identty of certain
events and personalities in real life
with his fictional creations. Lhus
his 20vel Pallee Samaj (1The village
community ) published in 1916
depicted .the narrow-mindedness
of the conservative village heads
vho  tried the weapon ol ex-
annlullicntioll (o vanquish the
idealist young man Ramesh. Al
about the same time as  the story
was published Saratchandra hilu-
self was excommunicated by the
local clique in Howrah. As in the
story, in real life also the dispute
included the disposition of a bund
on a river. Such a parallel is tO be
found in most of his writings.

Wl ceal ke Saratchandia
L mI-DIIE _darmg 1“”1” in his
asmm% and : -l“"'ﬂd with a woman
quarter of wife for more than 2
ATl century without Skes
SR Ylhma.rrymg fer e gave
due to g l;J?SpECt an(:l 311F1'101'1ty
Y .ully_m;}rrled wife and
as wife in : tT 1131*1'11{:1;):;11 lJEI]t‘[lClElry
iy ru, will made by .hfm.
[0m the ?(l;e a lot of criticism
The conse[::il,;lfc on  many counts.
Ced him as t.hlve section denoun-
Values sijp ¢ wrecker of moral

ce in his novels and

8torj :

prevzsleﬂe did not stick to the
Other ﬁmﬁral codes. On the
denoup, and, the progressives

anicuf::l l:r:m as being 00 timid.
the fact that ention was made of
A Widow wa in none of his storics
3%ain, a(k s shown bemg_marrled

: ough much earlier Ban-

pliﬁhed h a Chat_terjee had accom-

(T} ««Bisha-
a 1€ 018 t :
fatchand g had ];i;bgii]d I£€)

Datjq expla-
n for Pes,
ltandpﬂint that. In short, his

Wanted 44 dw“ that all that he
of the S00; 0 was to draw attention
ety to the existence of 2

o a

. _ i 4 4 gz

Sarat Chandra Chatterjee—A Tribute (2)

Subhash Chandra Sarker

problem which, once recognised

by all, could be solved. In  real

life, however, he had no difficulty
in championing widow  re-

marriace.

Widow Remarriage And
Radharani Devi

The well-known writer Radha-
rapi Devi has herself recorded how
she had ceceived encouragement
from Saratchandra Chatterjee 1O
make up her mind 10 remarry after
she had become & widow at the
age of 13 oOr 14. In a letter
written in May 1930 advising her
(o make up her mind on marrying

the poet Narendra  Deva,
Saratchandra said, ¢“The truc love,
the light of well-

yiewed 10 _
meaning intellect cometimes finds

fulfilment 1N life-long separation;
while at other times its fullilment
comes only through union. Where
separation love great, 2
(orced union brings disaster in its
wake. On the other hand, .whe_n
love’s fulfilment lies in union, if
separation comes _about. thropgh
lack of courage it again brings
enuine love the most

disaster. In & '
jmportant thing needed 18 the
slrenglh 0 mind. elf—contrﬂl and

fmiud are needed 1N

the choice

one has to OP! for union and where
ceparation is the course 1O be
o he real test of

taken. Hereln l_ies t
Love derives

only in self-sacri

self- control.

proceeded to write
: phical a]lusion,

; find 1N the
H“’r‘hﬂ[ﬁ\ €r Y?elé bY me “rould not

. crature cred _ _
later b pOSSible lf | had not

have bee
ex erienced he same 1n mrglr uwg
life. SO I am not altogether devo!

T Y S S

Gnal advice was, ‘“Make up your
mind.”’

Radharani Devi has further
mentioned how Saratchandra was
intimately concerned with the
details of the manner 1n which the
marriage function should be
organistd, and who should be
s vited to attend. It i1s an irony of
life that through a quirk of fate
Saratchandra could not be present
at the marriage.

Vilification by Middle Class

Saratchandra delved deep 1nt0
the innermost IeCesses of the

Bengali middle-class mind and
made the middle-class Bengalis

face up to it. It was not always a
healthy mind that the middle-class
Bengalis saw they wer€ having—
afflicted as 1t was by blind
prejudice, superstition, —narrow
selfishness and even cruelty. For
bringing out these dark aspects of
their mind the Bengali middle-
class was furious not only about
his writings but also about him
personally. Few writers of com-
parable «alibre in Bengal had to
put up with so much of calumny,
personal yilification and hostility
2s he did. But being a very
deliberate writer he was undaun-
ted. Finally, the Bengali middle-
class saw 118 mistake in attacking
him for showing it for what
it was and recognised the
need for self-correction.  But
for the merciless attacks made
by Saratchandra on the weakness
of the Bengall middle-class, the
Bengali society would have remain-
ed much less developed and much
worse off today. He pointed tO
the Bengalis the universal element
:n human beings and the need for
acting on that principle irrespec-
tive of religion, caste, sex Of the
conventional codes of morality.
Personally he was a lovable man.
Those who have known him

T |
{
|
'
i
[

T
i -

-
AT R
-




personally have borne testimony to
his utter selflessness and courage—
physical and moral. Such a larger
than life personality cannot be
fitted into the straitjacket of
conventional thinking about art
and life, Saratchandra was very
fond of reading again and again
Rabindranath Tagore’s poem,
¢sShahjahan”’. Saraichandra could
be described in the language of
Tagore in that poem.

You are greater than your
creation

So the chariot of your life
moves ahead

Leaving behind your creations.

So the signs of your presence
are there

You are not to be seen.

Books written by Saratchandra
Chatterjee (1876-1938)

Badadidi (The Elder Sister) A
Novel September 1913, Biraj Bau
(Biraj, the Bahu) May, 1914,
Bindur Chhele O Anyanya Galpa

(Debits and Credits)
gust 1923, Nababidhan
pensation) A Novel October 1924,
Harilakshmi ‘A collection of stories
March 1926, Pather Dabi (The Call
of Duty)

A novel Au-
(New dis-

A novel August 1926,
Shreekanta (Part 111) A novel April
1927, Shorashee (Sixteen-year-old
girl) Dramatic version of the novel
Dena Paona published in 1923
August 1927, Rama Dramatic ver-
sion of Pallee Samaj published in
1916 August 1928, Taruner Bidroha
(The revolt of the youth) Essay

April 1929, Shesh Prashna (The

final question) A novel May 1931.

Swadesh O Sahitya (Nation and
the
Essays April 1932, Shreekanta (Part
IV)—A  novel March 1933,
Anuradha, Sati O Paresh—A collec-
tion o! stories March 1934, Bijaya
—Dramatic version of Dalla
published in 1918 December 1934,
Bipradas— A Novel February 1935.

Published after his death in
Januvary 1938

Saratchandra O Chhatra Samaj

(Saratchandra and

Literatuie)— Collection  of

(Bindu’s son and other stories) July
1914, Parineeta (Married) A story
August 1914, Panditmashas ( The
Teacher) A Novel September 1914
Mejdidi O Anyanya Galpa ( The
elder sister & other stories) Stories
December 1915, Pallee Samaj (The
village community) A novel Janu-
ary 1916, Chandranath A Novel,

March 1916, Baikunther Will (The
will of Baikuntha ) Story June
- 1916, Arakshaneea (One who could
: no longer be protected) Story Nov-
; ember 1916, Shreckanta (1st Part)

A novel February 1917, Devadas
A novel June 1917, Niskriti (Delive-
rance) A story July 1917, Kashinath
A collection of Stories September
1917, Charitraheen ( one without
character) A Novel November,
1917, Swami (Husband) A collec-
tion of stories, February 1918,
Datta (The betrothed one) A Novel
2 September 1918, Shreekanta (Part
II) A Novel 24 September 1918,
Chhab: (A portrait) A collection of
Stories January 1920, Grihadaha

(The burning of the house) A novel

March 1920, Bamuner Maye (Bra-

hmins daughter) A novel October
1920, Narir Mulya

R S s LN I T . e R ST

(Price of wo-

man) Essay April 1923, Dena Paona,

Students) —
Collection of addresses edited by
Murali Dey  March 1938,
Chhelebelar  Galpa  (Stories  of
Childhood) — A collection of storics
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for the young) April 1938, Shubhad,

—A Novel June 1938, Sheshe,
Parichay (knowing at the end)—a
novel half-written by Saratchanqr,
and completed by Radharani Devi
June 1939, Saraichandrer Patrapq;
(letters of Saratchandra) editcd by
Brajendranath Bﬂ”dYUPédhya}-
Feb. 1948, Saratchandrer Pustakakar,

Aprakashita  Rachanavali . Sapat.
chandra’s writings hitherig
unpublished 1n books) edited by
Brajendranath Bandyopadhyay

July 1951, Saratchandrer Chithipaira
(Letters of Saratchandra) edited by
Gopal Chandra Roy. Nov. 1954,
do—Enlarged edition July 1969,

Translatien of Saratchandra’s
works in other Indian

Languages
Gujarati —13
Hindi —30
Kannada “‘43
Telugu —-J:
Tamil —30
Marathi —21
Sindhi '
Malayalam ""24
Urdu "'l]
English ""14
Assamese & i
Oriya -
Punjabi S
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HOW GANDHI BEGGED FOR
BHAGAT SINGH’S LIFE

Lord Irwin Discloges Secret Talks
Lord Halifax

Mahatma Gardhi’s three move-
ments — the Non Co-operation
Mm:rement of 1921, the Civil Diso-
bedience Movement of 1930-3]
and finally the Quit India Move-
ment of 1942, were the three main
pillars of Indias Independence
movement. The final blow to
Bruu_.h. Imperialism was however
administered by Netaji Subhash
Ch:ﬂndra Bose’s Azad Hind Fouz
which attacked India from Burma
side in 1944-45, coupled with re-
volt in the Indian Army and Navy
towards close of the second world
war. During the Civil Disobe-
dienge Movement of 1930-31 Lord

, . gia.
Irwin was the Viceroy cfiuln 0
There was a temporary ¢

e - rgﬁinl
at the initiative of Lord Ii ned
and the agreement that ""’as-sgv'

f
came to be known as Gﬂ!jdh;?;ll:;g;t
Pact. During that pﬁﬁlod her0
Singh, the great revolutlﬂﬂaryd in
of Punjab was to be hang®

British' Jail. - Gandhiji beg®
the life of Bhagat Singh fro,
Irwin, but could not succee aj old
Bhagat Singh died on the i‘: tho
on the appointed day.

following article Lord h
(who was Lord Irwin whel'; ha
Viceroy of India) depicts > ?wnﬂllf
Gandhis jdealjsm, sense of NO



courage, which

ity and
‘1 during the course

: in those [1;1').'5_ This
s taken from Lord Halifax’s

«Mr Gandhl cared little for
constitutional

argued the point for two or three
days. Iinally, I said that I would
tell him the main reason why I
could not give him what he
wanted. I had no guarantee that
he might not start Civil Disobe-
dience again one of these days,

remember rightly, Thursday). Mr.

for the meeting of Congress in the
fternoon or evening of Saturday

our conversasion being, if I

Gandhi would be going to Karacht

after the news would have come
through, and the coincidence of

constitution and
(orms. VY hal he was concerned

with was human problem of how
the Indian POOT lived. Constitu-
ional reform was important and
necessary for the development of
India’s personality and self-respect,
but what really mattered were the
things  that affected the daily
ives of the millions of his
fellow countrymen-—salt, oplum,
cottage industries and the like.

«] have no doubt this was true,
and though it was ecasy 10 smile
at the devotion of Mr. Gandhi to
the spinning wheel, while Congress

date from his point of view could

and if and when he did, 1 wanted
therefore hardly be more difficult.

the Police to have their tails up
and not down. Where-upon his
face lit up and he said : “Ah now
Your Excellency treats me like
General Smuts treated me in South
Africa. You do not deny that I
have an equitable claim, but you
advance unanswerable reasons (rom
the point of view of Government
why you cannot meet it. I drop
the demand.”

Gandhiji’s Fear

¢«Myr. Gandhi said that he
greatly feared, unless I could do R
something about it, that the eflect ue
would be to destroy our party.” |
«Y said that it would be clear L}
‘o him that there were only three an

possible courses. The first was to
do nothing and let the execution

|
I
‘.I-
' b
proceed, the second was to change ||
|
E

Prayed For Bhagat Singh’s Life

«The other incident illustrates,
if 1 was correctly informed, both

the order and grant Bhagat Singh
a reprieve; the third was to hold

decision till after the

i -, 1 " + Ty
e 1 I .
= B . i
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was largely dependent for its funds : / | o S ALY ;
} SV A lth of the quality of Mr. Gandh1's  ooporess meeting was well over. I
} LERORtRES (generost 'y of wealthy  courage anc sense of honour. 14 im that I thought he would |
) Indian millowners, the wheel —Afier we had mnade our so-called 2 by f
h : : agree that 1t was impossible for me |
| ﬂﬁnelt_ cless stood for something frwin.Gandhi Pach he came 10 ooy, my point of view to grant e
Very iun z 5 1 : 'V 3 . 1 ; . : ¥ 8 .
4 [\{’ damental in his pluleﬂPl} me the next morning and said that him reprieve nd that merely to . o 3
. of life. «hed to talk about another Al L
: he AwWist : . T 1 postpone -decision and . encourage ‘aE
: “He was the natural knight-  matiet. .He was just OINS O - people 10 think that there was 7
] errant fighting always the battle the meelng _Gf the Conézrts.a ?c; such a chance of Cemissiony. . was ii
; of the weak against suflering and Karachi, which he hope “_C_';*: 4 not straight-forward or honest. The R E}:n,
i what he judged injustice. ratify our agreement, andfhe wishe first course alone, therefore, was | L R
- As 1 took back upon the talks 10 appeal for the lsi_rﬁ' ;3 ahyomlizg possible 15 spite of all 1ts.attendant & i #}
that ] had with him in Delhi In man called Bhagat 1”8(111 w a3tk difficulties. Mr. Gandhi thought W
the spring of 193l two  been recently condemned {0 ea ‘or a moment and then B« a
COnversations stand out: in my for various terrorist crimes. ’t(i «Would Your Excellency see any .
recollection, They have always was_himself opposed 1O c?pl_:oir objection to my Saylhg that. I ",
setmed to me a better interpretas punishmenf: but that was DO : pleaded for the young man’s i | }
ion of his mind and method in debate. If the young{nantlt;?: life 2”° I said that 1 saw none, if |
than anything else, as showing the hung said Mr. Gandhi, luld he would also add_ that from my 8 I g
Way that an idezil't d Ii‘:ealist was 2 likelihood that he *-:10 noint of view, I did not see what gy
could meet o become a national martyr ﬁFd t,;e other course 1 could have taken. i f;
E - general atmosphere “’O'Jld h'n(i He thought for a moment, then i .
nqulry Into Police Excesses seriﬂllﬁl}’ Pr{:-JLlC!lC(.‘d. to red ;IIS ﬁl’lﬂny ﬂgf@f_’d, Elnd ﬂﬂ. tll'ﬂ.t bﬂﬂES
a- “The first reluted to his de- (hat, while | quite 4 Pfelcmlso e went ofl to Karachi. _“_Wl‘ﬁ 1t : | TE
ol Mand, a5 part of 111- | ment feelings 1D the n?attel‘: ?“ g happened much as anticipated, L .§~
1, 0 be made o 11L Apcalkar f not concerned with the merit the news had come through, many .
od Civil Disabeg' Lae cess:;lmn ,On demerits of capital P“““hmentﬂ of the crowd were in a highly : i B
in *quiry into ulence, : 0rf t?e since MY only duty Was g’ “:Ert emotional state, and 1 was told ] !
al Police “of th 11e 2CHORN _h1 law as understood 1t gt al fierwards that he (Gandhi) was e
o | Lresisted lhie astitwelve n.mntdS- basis, 1 could not conmevté]alﬂong uite roughly rec?wed. But when o
in POinting ¢y stonl e gmunh S’ who had more thoroughly eg;:rvﬂ . he had opportunity, he spoke in § |
or 8 3grements hO 1im among Other Al punishment than 135_:: e sense agreed between us. | { :
;S the pei: that I had no doubt AP sver; Mr Gandhl’s e 8
f h olice, lLijke everybody else Singh. More = ade at a ««The two episodes will suffice : '.
L | ad ade tyiatakans y = lea for him WS (o show on the personal side what 21
Was ..t mistakes: but that 1t P fortunate moment. - :
i f S Quite futil 1% oarticulﬂrlY un the reason 1 had to value ' his 3
toutt G catlie to attempt 10 get . happened that on : : T .
ho hae. 2t€ Information of what might For it so hapPP { had roceived friendship, and 1 can thin of no (' 8
faﬂ ua\’e Passed in sO | | brawl reUiOUS evenlﬂ?: tove W ich pms{)n WhOSE undr:'tnkmg LO }
v argfllnor T AT I:LE t‘f:m'-'dl- SRk Gl appea for rePI:e'ect .nd he respect a confidence 1 should ever T
o l:mlwe would be t?:u tiacm bate had felt Eou 1d doue ilﬂ l;e hun }ave been more ready to take g
- 4 = 1 . i B
) Dot h sides. This 4 S aturday norning ( Y ‘

Satisfy him at all, and W€
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Oil Development Of India '

Indo Soviet Co-operation Yields Good Dividend
N. B. Prasad

Chairman, Oil & National Gas Commuission

e e

- The Annual Report of the Ministry of Petroleum for the
year 1975-76 released recently show how India is making rapid
strides in all aspects of the oil industry to make India self- '

sufficient in oil products.

In the following article Dr. N. B.

Prasad, Chairman, Oil and Natural Gas Commission relates the
exciting story of Indo-Soviet co-operation in oil development.

Development of oil exploration
and petroleum technology in India
s, to a large extent, due to the
Soviet cooperation. It dates back
to September, 1955 when a delega-
tion led by Mr. Keshav Dev
Malaviya, .the then Minister of
Natural Resources, visited the
Soviet Union for exploring the
possibilities of co-operation in
establishing petroleum industry in
India. Soviet Union readily
extended its help and in Decem-
ber, 1950 a team of oil experts
under the leadership of Professor
N. A. Kalinin came to study the
oil prospects in India. After five
months of exhaustive study of
available data and on spot studies

~ of prospective areas, the Soviet team

along with their Indian counter-
parts, came to the conclusion that
India did possess ‘‘prospecting
area for the availability of oil and
natural gas to the tune of one
million sq. kms.”’.

Industrial Policy

Fortunately, Kalinin report
came about the same time when
the Government of India’s policy
towards oil prospecting industry
also took a concrete shape. The
industrial policy = resolution of
April 30, 1956, put development
of mineral oil in schedule ‘A’ and
laid down that “‘its future develop-
ment will be exclusive responsi-
bility of the State”. Recommen-
dations of the Soviet team were

immediately accepted by the Govern-

ment. A comprehensive exploration

programme involving an outlay,

'

of Rs. 30 crores during the second
Five-Year Plan  1956-61 was
chalked out. Under this program-
me areas in Punjab, Gujarat and
Assam were marked for immediate
exploration. To ‘implement this’
programme the requisite organisa-
tional machinery was also brought
into being in 1956 by creating a
separate directorate under the
Ministry of Natural Resources
known as the Oil and Natural
Gas Commission.

In 1936, India’s

production was barely 3,76,000
tonnes. The exploration was
confined to only selected areas in
Assam through a private oil com-
pany. With the Soviet co-opra-
tion, ONGC brought new areas
under exploration not only in
Assam but also in Gujarat, Punjab
and Uttar Pradesh. In 1958, oil
was struck in Cambay and in May
1960, Ankleshwar was discovered.
This wasfollowed by new discove.
ries of Rudrasagar field (Assam) in
January and Kalol field (Gujarat)
in June, 1961. These discoveries
in  succession . provided great
encouragement to young Indian
oil technicians and the indigenous
production went up to 510,000
tonnes in 1961. It increased to 4.6
million tonnes by 1966 and 8.3
million tonnes in 1975. Indigenous
production has, however, been
about only one-third of the total

requirement of the country for
the last few years.

USSR Sapplies Equipments
As the exploration activity of

indigenous
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ONGC increased, its materja]
also went up. The first
drilling equipment of three deq
drilling rigs and two struct_maﬂ

rigs were received from the Sovjo
Union in 1956, Out of the
ONGC'’s present strength of 59

deep drilling, 4 structural and 9

Needs
Set of

workover rigs were  obtained
from the Soviet Union under

various credit arrangements, Ip

addition to this, other equipment
like seismic units, logging

] equip-
ment, geophysical tools’ produc
tion equipment, cementing

units, tubulars and spare parts
were imported under these credit
agreements reached in 1959, 196l
and 1966 between the Soviet Union
and the Government of India.
The first credit allocation was of
the order of Rs. 33 - crores, the
second 18.21 crores and the third
95.71 crores. The credit granted
ander these agreements included
payment towards consultancy -al_ld
provided for services of the Soviet
specialists and training of Indian
personnel in the Soviet Union.

Apart'fram assibtiing India _"11
creating the production pO_lE““ﬁt
for oil, and providing t?qu}lpm'edE
under various credit and tfged
plans, Soviet Union PT_UV‘tiSE
training to 260 Indian sC1€T"C
and technicians in vnrimus_dlﬁcﬁf
Jines of oil exploration partict b

jsmic
in petroleum geology; f;?-;tiﬂﬂ
TUVeve TaTe 1 cl 1
surveys, electro-logging, P T ction

operations, drilling and P10 |
techniques, and reservoir ¢t =
ing, etc.” About 1015 Soviet FI;

have visited India f!’Um ti
time to .impart training a%
vide technical guidance
technicians - at work %
and laboratories. They ha:glog)':
helped' to build palaeonttr.

petrology, palynology and C r
laboratories for carrying Oul et
matic studies and supplyiné B ip”
fic information on relate
lines. These laboratories hffo
applied research on Ple
connected with petroleum © ! from
tion and development. APaf :
this, Soviettechnical assistan’ c for
also made available tO
development of seismiC amp " s
and electro-logging hysi
besides guidance oOn geop
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ation and feld techniques.
ed technical consultancy
yas rendered hy- them on
everal occasions. Special studies
on the develc)pment of f\hklﬂﬁliwlnr
oilfield were undertaken by Soviet
They also helped to

estahlislh a Design Institute at
Designing and fabri-
Grst fixed plat-
n Aliﬂbt‘,l’ i the
f Gulf of Cambay,

with

interpfet

service

shallow waters O |
was done 1N collaboration

Soviet experts.

Offshore Surveys

goviet Union assisted India 1n
carrying  out offshore  scismicC
surveys in the Indian continental
delf with the bhelp of fully
equipped and fully manned survey
ship CARKHANGELSKD’ under
two contracts from August 1964 10
January 1967. It made surveys
along continental shelf areas in
the Arabian Sea and the Bay of
BEPEELL As a result, Bombay
High, Tapti, Dahanu, Diu,
Tarapur Bassein and other struc-
tures  were discovered. The
Buﬁf‘lﬁﬂ seismic offshore expedition
indicated several other important
?‘.reasidESEl'ving further seismic
Investigations such as south of
Bombay High, Palk Straits, Coro-

Eﬂfkl]dal ~coast, Bengal  and
sua anadi delta, Detailed seismic
tveys of these areas are nNow

:fing carried out by ONGC’s own
tvey ship— ‘ANWESHAK”.

tu.;;;f;fl sixties, the Indo-SDvixt
Sie lon  broke new grounds.
the knmflmémrles agreed 10 share
undErtakiE Be and 'E}:p_ermnce !}}'
of great sing =1]l'él}mt scientific studies
to Ind%::’s cance and relcvance
Programme. oil  exploration
theAd':‘fhl“D-ecunomic survey On
Induygty elopment  of petroleum

Y In the public sector 11

Ing:»
12 for the period 1971 to 1975

d
lgdﬁ forecast

1

tt:' E:D'Was unde‘;taken. The
1971 1a: s submitted in August
Jointly by the Sgyiet techno —
and the ONGC
Under this report
for the dt:vtfl(}prnf:ﬂt
industry  were
according o two

n
_ 5. The first variant reflected

omic ¢
;‘:E?mli-ﬁts L
AN Sellr
of 1 indiceg

for the period .Of

the view point of the Soviet specia-
lists and the second was compiled
by the specialists of the ONGC.

Analysing the data relevant to
the problem, it was concluded
that there were good possibilities
of discovering new fields, new
petroliferous regions and a further
increase in commercial reserves
of oil. While studying the sedimen-
tary basins of the country, attention
was focussed on theic potential
hydrocarbon beariug aspects and
taking into account .this particular
factor, recommendations  were
made regarding the order of
priority 1D exploration woik
and  the volumes of  weork
required. ~ The. report also indi-
cated the necessity of increasirg
voleme of exploratory drilling 1
prioritﬁ,r areas in which oilfields
had not been discovered, and it
was hoped that commercial reserves
would be discovered. The report
was accepted by the Government
and 1t recommendations formed
an integral part of ONGC’s Fifth

[ive-Year Plan.
. 1 ent
Prognostic Assessin

Another contract for a large
project was signed 10
October 19793 with the doviel
Union which dealt with prognostic
assessment of oil and gas ‘prospects
of India and formulation of guide-
lines for conducting future explo-
ration work. |

‘he Soviet eSperts and the specia-
lists of the ONGC was submitted

Government

: 1.0k Sabha. The
d to carmark

represematmn in

. will be require )
Sitgttﬁ per cent of Central assistance

(o State Plans for Family Planning

The. joint report of

opulation Policy
:1jsation Measures Left with States
| ber Of Seats In Legislatures .

The

1976. report

in January,
gives the prognostic evaluation of
the hydrocarbon prospecis of the

sedimentary basins of India on the
basis of available geological data.
It indicates.quantitative evaluation
of . the potenual hydrocarbon
prospects of the 15 main and most
prospective sedimentary basins of
India. It also analyses the explors
ed and prospective oil and gas
reserves and their real distribution
on land and offshore. ‘I'ne report
among other things recommends
direction of future exploration
work for oil and gas and identifies
main regions for exploration and
volume of gcological, geophysical
and drilling work required  to be
undertaken for the delineation of
potential hydrocarbon bearing
areas.

*  Another major opportunity. for
Indo-Soviet co-operation 18 round
the corner. It 15 1;101}1“15{31{1 (O
ostablish and Institute of Drilling
Technology in India on the pattern
of a similar institute in the Soviet
Union. Soviet authorities have
agreed (0 extend  facilities to
Indian experts to study the set-up
and work out inputs for establish-
ent of the institute in India.

With rapid developments in oil
tcchnology and science, it 1s not
difficult to predict that there will
be: many more © opportunities
available for fruitful co-0peration
between India and the * Sovret
Union. -

|

0 |
!

work. + The policy frame 1s expec-
ed to be a “direct assault” on
pnpulalion growth, nn_cl lms: been
approved by the Union Cabingt

and endorsed by Chief Ministers of

different States.

Under the plan frame, the

marriageable ages of boys and
girls will be raised to 2] and 18
respectiwly. Higher graded mones
tary cmnpvusmimns will be provi«
ded W0 individuals volunteering
for vasectomy Of tubectomy. Dr.
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land area, India has about
cent of the world’s people. It 1s
estimated that our population as
on

. the size of our country.
' present rate of increase continues

10

Karan Singh stated that no Central
legislation was proposed for com-
pulsory sterilisation.
because
medical infra-structure were stll
not adequate to implement such
a measure. In view of the great im-
portance of this National Popula-
tion Policy stat.ment, we
below the full text of Dr, Karan
Singh’s statement on the subject

which he released on April 16
last :

This was
the administrative and

publish

“With 2.4 per cent of the world’s

15 per

January 1, 1976, has crossed
the 600 million mark, and i1s now

rising at the rate of well over one

million 2 month. Since Indepen-
dence 250 millions have been
added, equivalent to the entire

population of the Soviet Union

with six times the land area of
India. The Iincrease every vyear
18 now equal to the entire popula-
tion of Australia which is 2.5 times

If the

unchecked our
the turn of the centuy
may well reach the stagger-
ing figure of one billion. Indis-
putably we are facing a population
explosion of crisis dimensions
which has largely diluted the
fruits of the remarkable economic
progress that we have made over
the last two decades. If the future
of the nation is to be secured, and
the goal of removing poverty to
be attained, the population prob-
lems will have to be treated as a

top national priority and commit-
ment,

population at

Our real enemy is poverty, and
it 18 as a frontal assult on the
citadels of poverty that the fifth
five-year Plan has included the
minimum needs programme. One
of its five items 1is integrated
package of health, family planning
and nutrition. Far reaching steps
have been initiated to re-orient the
thurst of medical education so as
to strengthen the community
medicine and rural health aspects,

and to restructure the health care =

delivery system on a three-tier
basis going down to the most

eliminated. | _
lysis it is only when the underlying
causes of poverty and disease are

majority of our people reside and
where child mortality and morbi-
dity are the highest.
ignorance, illiteracy

Similarly,
and supersti-
got to be fought and

In the ultimate ana-

tion have

eliminated that the nation will be
able to move forward to its desired
ideals.

Practical solution

‘‘Nonetheless it is clear that
sirnply to wait for education and
economic development to bring
about a drop in fertility 1s nota
practical solution. The very
increase in population  makes
economic development slow and
more difficult of achievement. The
time factor is so pressing, and the
population growth so formidable,
that we have to get out of the

vicious circle through a direct
assault upon this problem as a
national commitment. 'The Presi-

dent in his address to the joint
session of Parliament this year
reiterated the importance of stepp-
ing up family planning eflorts,
and the Prime Minister has on
several occasions laid stress upon
the crucial role that population
control has to play in the move-
ment towards economic indepen-
dence and social transformation
specially in the light of the
20-point economic programme.’’

““Considerable work has been
done in our country in the field of
family planning, but clearly only

the fringe of the problem has so
far been touched. In this context,

after a thorough and careful
consideration of all -the factors
involved as well as the expression
of a wide spectrum of public
opinion, the Government has
decided on a series of fundamental
measures detailed below which, it
18 hoped, will enable us to achieve
the planned target of reducing the
birth rate from an estimated 35 per
thousand in the beginning of the
fifth Plan to 25 per thousand at
the end of the sixth. Allowing for
the steady decline in the death
rate that will continue due to the
improvement in our medical and
public health services and the
living standards of our people, this

far-flung rural areas where the. is expected to bring down the
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growth rate of population in g
country to 1.4 per cent by 1984_”1'

Marriage age

‘‘Raising the age of Marriagg
will not only have a demonstrapj,
demographic impact, but will a5
lead to more responsiblg
parenthood and help to safeguard
the health of the mother and the
child. It is well known lhalvery
early pregrancy leads to higher
material and 1nfant mortality,
Also, if the women of our country
are to play their rightful role in 1t
economic, social and intellectual
life, the practice of early marriage
will have to be  severely
discouragcd. The present law has
not been effectively or uniformly
enforced. It has, therefore, been
decided that the minimum age of
marriage should be raised to 16
for girls and 21 for boys,. and
suitable legislation to this eflect
will be passed. Offences under this
law will be cognizable by an officer
not below the rank of a Sub
Divisional Magistrate. The ques
tion of making registration of
marriages compulsory 1Is under
active consideration.’”

“It has been represemed by
some states that while on the _ﬂn,f
hand we are urging them tO 11”:;5
their population, those sia
which do well in this
face reduction of
10 Parliament :
with weak performance
planning tend to get % sl
representation. [t 1S obvi0]
necessary to remedy this
It has, therefore, been
that the representation 1D the
Sabha and State legislatures 071
be frozen on the basis of the
census until the year 2001,
means in effect that the ot
counts of 1981 and 1991 will
be considered for PUTPOSE?EgiS.
adjustment of Lok Sabha ‘%
lature seats. Necessary
tional amendment will be
forward during the curren!
Appropriate legislation for “e
elective bodies will alsO
undertaken.’

Central resources e

. 1 A
“In a federal syste:‘:s: il
sharing of Central resourc

v

3
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tter of considerable
In all cases where
s a factor, as 1In the
{ Central assistance to
devolution ob taxes

dates 15 @ ma
impm‘la_nce-
upuia'_tmﬂ
allocation ©
slatle p]flﬂs,

and dut1es and grunlﬁ-in-aid, the
pnpulatit}n figures of 1971 will
continue 1O he followed till the

year JooimeIn the maltel of
Central assistance to state plans,
eight per cent will be specially
earmarked against performance 11
family planning. The detailed
proced ures ‘n this regard will be
worked out by the Planning

Cummission.”
«While there 1s a direct correla-

ion between illiteracy and fertility,
this 15 particularly marked 1in the
case of girls’ education. Wherever
remale literacy improves, 1t has

been secen that  fertility drops
almost automatically. It is, there-
fore, necessray  that special

measures be taken to raise the levels
of female education, particularly
above the middle level for girls as
well as non-formal education plans
lor young women especially 1n
certain backward states where the
family planning performance sO far
has been unimpressive. ‘Thesame
Is true with regard. to child nutri-
Eﬁzt IlJ'rOgrammes, as high infant
direc? ity and morbidity have 2
Minist Impact on fertility. The
s R’l of Education is urging
nECessitE state governments the
higheryn'] give these matters
Sy ([J)rlomy than has been
mﬂl‘ki[f St}l far and fully ear-
aitls ed%] adequate outlays both for
5 ’mdcallgn up to the middle
";ﬂ child nutrition™.
TﬂuCﬂ Ji?}fITHTY 1S a]so in. qlose
With regs dlle Lduqatmn Ministry
Pﬂpula%igr to the Emrcductlon of
tiona] g 5:1 values in the educa-
?lfﬁadyyngl’ and L_lle I_\ICF?RT _has
g 0ut 5o ¢ a beginning in bring-
lines, T¢ Jme  text books on these
ger Eenelrs essential that the youn-
with ations should grow UPp
PO an adequate uwareness of the
Opulation -
tion : PrDblem and a realisa-
o0 Of their natj il
in th; ational respon51b1l1ty
v 8 regard. Indeed, if I
lure tg sa e ey
plan famil; y s0, exhortations to
0r the ‘)‘Gufls are more. important
for Hose nger genecrations than
thejr who have already made

on 1o 10T
Phic profile, 10 our (demogrg

““The adoption of a small family
norm 1s 0o important a matter to
be considered the responsibility of
only one Ministry. It is essential
that all ministries, all  depart-
ments of the Central Government
as x:;ell as States should take up as
an integral part of their normal
programme _and budgets the
motivation of citizens to adopt
responsible reproductive behaviour
both in their own as well as the
hational  interest. A  directive
(o this effect is being issued Dy the
Prime Minister to all ministries,
and a letter will also be addressed
by her to all Chief Ministers. The
performance of family planning in
States will be more carefully and
intensively monitored than in the
past, and the Union Cabinet will
review the situation in depth at

least once a year .

Experience over the last 20
years has shocwn that monetary
compensation does have a signifl-

cant impact upon the acceptance Of
family planning, particularly among
the poorer sections of society. In
view of the desirability of limiting
‘he family size to two  OF three it
has been decided

compensation for ste |
male and female) will be raised 0

Rs. 150 if performe with two
living children OF less, s. 100 1
performed with three lving
children and Rs. 70 if performed

with four Or more children.

amounts will _'
payable to

as well as - /
drugs and dressings, €tc., an

‘ake effect from May 15
Facilities for sterilisation an
are being increasingly extended toO
cover rural areas.

¢¢]n addition tO individual com-
p?nsauon, 5 incentives should
d in a bold and
o as to make

movement

itis, for teachers at

co-operative
labour in the
through their

‘sterilisa {ion

e Government is of the

11
respective representative national
organisations.  Details of these

group incentives are being worked
out in consultation with the con-
cerned organisations’’.

¢Despite governmental efforts
at Union, State and municipal
level, family planning cannot
succeed unless voluntary organisa-
tions are drawn into its promotion
in an increasing measure, parti-
cularly youth  and women'’s
organisations. There is already a
<cheme for aiding  voluntary
organisations, and it has been
decided that this will be expanded.
Also, full rebate will be allowed 1n

he income-tax  assessment for
amounts given as donations for
family planning purposes to the

government, local bodies or any
registered voluntary organisation
approved for this purpose by the
Union Ministry of Health”.

Forced Sterilisation

¢«‘Research  1n reproductive
biology and contraception is under
way in several of our scientific
s nstitutions, and there are SOME
very  Promising developments
which, we hope, will lead to a
major breakthrough  before to0
long. This 1s a great challenge tO
our scientists, and fforts in this
direction will  receive special
attention so that necessary research
inputs are ensured on a long range
and continuing basis’’.

«The question Of compulsory
has been the subject
of lively public debate over the last
few months. It 18 clear that public
opinion -c now ready to accept
much more stringent measures for
family planning than  before.
However, the administrative and
medical infrastructure in many
parts of the country is still not
adequate to COpe with the vast
implications of patmn-wide com-
pulsory sterilisation. We do not,
therefore, intend to bring in
Central legislation for this purpose,
at least for the time being. Some
states feel that the facilities
available with them are adequate

to meet the

the view that where‘a State legis-
lature, in the EXCTCH of 1t5 own

requirements of
compulsory sterilisation. We are of
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powers, decides that the time 1S
ripe and it is necessary tO pass
legislation for ccmpulsory sterilisa-
tion, it may do so. Our advice to
states in such cases will be to bring
in the limitation after three
children, and to make it uniformly
applicable to all Indian citizens
resident in that State without
distinction of caste, creed oOr
community.”’
“Some
introduced

also
measures

states  have
a series of
directed towards  their em-
ployees and other ciuzens 1n
the matter of preferential allotment
of houses, loans, etc. fur those who
have accepted family pianning. In
this sphere also we have decided
to leave it 0o each iudividual State
to introduce such measures as they
consider necessary and desirable.
Employees of the Union  Govern-
ment will be expected
the smail family norm and
necessary changes will be made in
their service conduct  rules to
ensure this.””

New strategy
““In order to spread the message

g of family planning throughout the
| nation, a new multi-media motiva-
f tianal strategy 1s being e¢volved

R et TTEER S NG s M

to adopt .

which will utilise all the avai-
lable media channels including
the radio, television (specially
programmes aimed directly at rural
audiences), the press, films, visual
displays and also 1nclude tradi-
tional folk media such as the jatra,
puppet shows, folk songs and folk
dances. The attempt isto move
fom the somewhat urban-elitist
approaches of the past into a much
more imaginative and v1gorous
rural-oriented approach. In this
context my Ministry is working 1n
close co-ordination  with the
Ministry of Information and Broad-
casting, and is also trying to draw
the best media talent available in
the country into the structuring of
the new programme.’’

This package of mecasures will
succeed in 1ts  objective ounly if it
reccives the full and active co-
operation of the people at large. It
1s my sincere hope that the entire
nation will  strongly endorse the
new population policy which as
part of a multifaceted strategy for
economic developmint and social
emancipation, is directed towards
building a strong and prosperous

India in the years and decades to
come,

PURNEA NEWSLETTER
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, 20-—Point

T ORI

Drive For Implementing Prime Minister’s

Programme

Kamalnath Jha’s Impressive Initiative

Aghish Kumar De

( Our Special Representative )

|
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Purnea—“Willing co-operation
of the masses and eflicient response
of the government machinery—
these are the two vital points on
which depend the success of the
l{_rfit’ne Minister’s 20-point e¢cono-
mic programme,’’ said Mr., Kamal

- - -
. . 4 3
e e i i Sl e s i e P g -
o S B T

4] ~economic ‘programme implemen-

tation Committee for Purnea dis-,

Nath Jha MP, Chairman, 20-point

trict, set up by the Bihar govern-

ment. Mr. Jha told this corres-

pondent that the committee

had resolved at its meeting on
April 7 last to bifurcate landowners
Into two classes—landholders hav-

ing land beyoud and below 200
acres. ‘The verification on surplus
land of small landowners would he

made at block Ievel for which

BEHAR HERALD 1 May 1974

three blocks in Purnea distjo

“Kasbas IForbesganj and Thaky,
gan] were selected. It wag alsg
decided to curb 1incidents of law

]?5511r5 arising out of crop haryes.
ting. Steps have Dbeen taken t
fix up prices of all commoditjes
after meeting with different sectigy

of Dbusinessmen, tailors, grocery
shopkeepers, hotelowners, druggists,
vegetable, meat, fish dealers and
others in presence of SDO, and
other

D{fpl.

officers of the concerned
Mr. Jha stated that he
intended tc take follow-up actions
also. He conforred with the re-
presentatives of the State Bank ard

other

nationalised DBanks a few

days back and discussed threadbare
with them about effective execu
tion of the cconomic programmes.
Two blocks have been put under
supervision of one Bank which was
requested to advance loan !0 the
landless persons to purchase COWS,
chicken, pigs etc. O

panchayat level business loan W&

buffaloes,

proposed to ‘be sanctioned tO up-

employed educated youths and all

to be final*
ith

gobar gas plants were
ced by Banks. The committee W

of
bank agents and Govt. officers

. . = r an
industries, agriculture, Jabou

development department will "
T
on April 25 next 10 finalise
project.
S and

Besides this, large . €as¢ s
nt of wag’

disputes over payme (and
and settelment of gOVemment ﬂnd
were also initiated. way attlr:
means are being devised 1O sEfo-r
nearly 6000 pending Céses be
which more officers argis
posted.

e — — —
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Glories of Purnea District

The present system of adminis-

(ration of the district of Purnea
was set up qn 1774 with Mr.
Ducarel, 1CS as the first District

Magistrate. Thus this district has
already covered a double century

in 1974.
From the oconomic and politi-

cal points of view  this border
district of Bihar 's 1ill too back-
ward. As regards the climatc

condition its reputation is not upto
the mark. Once upon & time 1t
was notorious for diseases like Kala-
sar and Malaria. But sO far as 1ts
historic and  cultural  aspects
are concerned, its heritage 1s quite
praise-worthy and significant. ‘10-
wards natural beauty, it maintains
a special position becausc cf

the several rivers like Xosi and
Mahananda.
In ancient times  this district

belonged to Angavasis and Panda-

rees. Its_ importance 1S also
nbﬁervgd in Mahabharat period
when it remained under the influ-

El_ceof great fighters like Bhim and
hmg Kichak. It may be recalled
s”:t;:re lhgt ‘Panldavas also spent
TLHE ol ‘-_hﬁll'(f_xlle period in Purnea.
Thzie still exists two tanks near
‘B l:égan_]’g:n this district named
It isa ‘halﬂ and .“Sadhudhalﬂ.”
Wat:m? that Bhim utilised the
Pﬂrai'g th”_:(’ ponds for the pre-
ding {0171] of rice and saag. Accor-
COGL: dD egened Bhim served as a
exil uring the period, of their

ein the house of King Birat

th
TE PlaCE was named as
akurgaﬂj.

Muslim Rulers

In .
distriot the seventh century, this
infly remained under the

enc '
e of great warriors, namely

K

M‘Jslim

12th cen
Wa_g the
Mogha]
mllila
Kh
SYed

rulers at

Erall
'y frontier

Purnea was

[rovince.

8.

Itlf:lfn?ha“ahka of Gaur and others.
e under the control of the
the fag end of
tury and” Bakhtiar Khiljee
first Muslim ruler. During

the
Shaifl
an’}:{ikh‘“ddiﬂ Husain Khan,
= med Khan and Shaukat
My y be named as its eminent

bR . .
AR18 d!llrICL 1s an ideal treasure

ground for the archeologists. Due
to lack of interest of the govern-
ment and personnel of the Archeo-
logical department no intensive
excavation work has been done.
According to authoritative sources,
if excavation work 1s undertaken
at particular places, substantial
ancient materials of historical
importance can be found. An
:dol of Lord Vishnu was recovered
at Bandar-Jhula on Indo-Nepal
border situated about 24 miles
north-east of Kishanganj due tO
excavation WOrK done by the
Archeologists. Because of finan-
cial stringency this project has been
suspended. Several valuable coins
and stones were also found near
Badhangar village in Araria sub-

division.

There are some old relics and
monuments 10 this district at
Jalalgarh, Barijangarh and Benoo-
oarh and called as
Gurudwara at Karhagola has its
special significance where 1n
ancient times ‘1€g Bahadur, father
of Guru Govind Singh, spent some

days. Albaloo, a place about 9
miles Purnea town was
used as a Geld during the

Sepoy Mutiny. This field was
once used as a landing ground Dby
Clydel’s party which attempted 10

the Mount Everest for the

concuer

(irst time.
Raj Banaili, Khagra estate,
Kothi, Dharampur

re wellknown estates O
According tO legends
of Purnea originated

e of age-old

. 2t Mehdipur

' e
Pundara, (he nam gicane
‘hto being. The name Madane

! Shiva

_Sthan 13 from &
St};;?ie a]t Madanpur village and
the K alibari (age-old temple of the

Goddess ¢« alimata’’) Al Purnea
city 18 of great attractions for

the tourisis
| not be exaggeration to

Purpea 15 2
' rainy Season

the year.

1t wil
say that

faifs.

Melas it +hroughout

Khagra

district of

» and despite upgra

13

Mela and Gulabbagh
Mela in Purnea district are placed
second and third respectively in
Bihar after Sonepur falr.

~ Due to plenty of jungles and
rivers, the district became a paradise
for the hunters. About a century
back, wild elephants, rhinoceros,
tigers, wild beais, deers, leopards,
were found in abundance 1n these
forests.
'« found in the Calcutta Museum

was killed at Purnea by Mr. J.
Shillingford, an eminent hunter.

Hindi is the principal language
of this district. But there are other
spoken languages and dialects
which are Mathili, Bengalee,

Santhali, Suryapurl.

is prevalant it 1s more akin to
Hindi of Bihar region. Muslims
form a large population in

Kishanganj and in part of Araria
sub-division, but Hindus are In
majority in the district.

Purnca district has the prnud
privilege of producing
excellant calibres and talents 1n
different fields who became famous
in the whole of India. Late Dr.
I,, N. Sudhansu (eninent Hind1

litterateur), late Mr.

recipient ©

his work late Mr.

“Jagari”),

K edarnath Bandopadbaya (famous
alias Dadama-

Samad
known as
Lawly
C. Lal, C. B. E.

(a noted

Zamindari) and dedicated member

of Royal Calcutta Turf Club and
K irtyanand

hunter)
district.

Nath
Paswan
Union Minister)
Debi

(a dedicated social worker) are

Bengali novelist)
shaya, late Mr.
(renowned footballer,
football wizard), late Mr.
Sen, late Raja P.
of Nazargunj

Abdus

estatle

late Raja Bahadur
Singh of Banaili (famous
were born in this
Padmashree Phanishwar
Renu, and Mr. Bhola

Sastri (former

and Padmashri Kalawati

still amongst Us.

After the transfer of territo-
“ies comprising Islampur, "‘Chopra,
Goalpokher ~nd Karandighi of
Purnea district to the West Bengal
state with a population of about
November 1, 1956
dationof Katihar

The biggest rhino which

Though Urdu,

men oOf

Satinath
Bhaduri (noted Bengali writer and

f UNESCO award for

"
-
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- Subdivision
on 2.10.
of' Purnea has
smaller consisting of
divisions—Purnea Sadar,
‘and Kishanganj. It comprises of

“wood,

have firewood and

14

into a Civil disirict
1973, the ' district
become = much
three sub-
Araria

97 blocks, £29. policé stations;. 15
Assembly seats and three Loksabha
constituencies with a population
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Social Forestry Scheme
Inaugurated
Growing Of Jute Seeds In DVC Areas

( From Our Special Representative )

Some of the impnrtunl decisions

taken by'SlaIe‘ Forest Del:)artment
at 1ts
Hazaribagh last week would benefit

conference  held at

Chotanagpur to a great extent.

Social

Forestry as a welfare

- schemeé’ has been' adopted by the

Bihar Forest Department from this
year, This scheme provides for
preparation of sites for raising fire-
timber, trees of other
economic values, including fruit
trees on  private

to be planted in the coming rainy
season. The scheme shall provide
oppprtunity * to the villagers to
timber from

their own lands so that illegal

‘felling of trees in the government’s

reserved forests may be elimi-
~ nated. People being attrac-
" ted to the schéme are coming
forward to offer their lands for
gettihg the- technical assistance
‘from’ the Forest Department

officials, During the current year
Rupees ten lakhs will be spent on
Social Forestry scheme. This will

go up to Rupces fifteen lakhsnext

year. One thousand acres of land
are being prepared for raising
timber trees, firewood and fodder

ecies: along with fruit trees on
>aharia’s lands in the rural areas.

The conference also decided 1o
amend Indian Forest Act, mainly
for forest land improvement and

strictly to enforce the Wild Life
- Act. Such revisions would ‘enable

—— ®
i [ U - e I‘ -

bagh and
with the enforcement of ‘this Act
shall have scope to develop.

wasteland of
- villagérs. Thus in 700 hectares land

- of fsl"ivéte people, trees are proposed

of about 28 lakhs as per 1971
census.
the department to intensify

afforestation work including wild
life -  preservation,

which 15 a
burning problem today. Hazari-
Betla National Parks

Eucalyptus and Acacia Monoli-
formis, plantations of quick
growing species, have been raised
in an extended area. Eucalyptus
plantation is useful for paper
industy and keeping this 0
view, plantation programme is
carried on.

Jute Seeds

Jute seeds were so long very
rare in the state of Bihar and due
to chimatic conditions and other
faclm:s jute seeds even at the
growing stage were - destroyed
whenever tried in low lands.
Naturally such seeds were being
imported from other places. Very
recently two important varieties of
Jute seeds JRO 878 and JRO 632
supplied by Agriculture Depart-
ment (Jute Development wing)
‘Government of Bihar were tried at
three farms of the Soil Conserva-
tion Department of the. DVC
Hazaribagh, and very good results
have been achieved on three acres
of land during the last

season. The ualit

obtained are gﬁﬁd AR
DVC continue the seed growing
programme,  Chotanagpur wil]
achieve a key role in agriculture of

Bihar and

sceds

and if the

Kharif

meet  requirement of

BEHAR HERALD 1 May, 1074

iut ds 1n .th _
jute gee ¢ state to g Qreat
extent.

Zilla Parishad

Lift Irrigation Scheme starteg
during 1975-76 is going to imprm'e
the agricultural lands of Chotanag.
pur wherc Irrigation problem yay
a severe counstraint, Zilla Parjshag
Hazaribagh, tock wup ten suck;
schemes costing  average rupee
one lakh each in the distiict outgf
which seven have already been
completed. It is expected that the
remaining three would. . be
completed soon. It 1s learnt that
each scheme would be ableto
irrigate for cultivation of about
200 acres for kharif crop and
wheat in 100 acres. Government
has a plan to start lift irrigation
in each block of the district.

The Zilla Parishad as formula-
ted a plan to construct a combized
administrative building at a COs!
of 35 lakhs. It will instal a new
model  automatically operated
weighing machine to Dbe p[lelf.t"d
near the Sales Tax outpost. 1hs
will fetch a daily revenut of
Rs. 1000/~ which would met
neacly 609, of the total mam}ﬂ&
establishment cost of the entr
Z:illa Parishad.

Vbluntary Land Surrender

Hazaribagh district I.IEIS. 50 rﬁ;
secured the highest p{:';-;aiucmlﬂ»t
entire  Chotanagpur and a lf‘*ig
position in the entire state
voluntary land surrender
1n response to the appeal
Bihar Chief Minister. &
landholders  have surrﬁl_ldf{f t
499.64 acres of land in the district
3,30,00‘}

It is expected that

of land owned Dby Raja ?

acres . od DY
Ramgarh would be acquire the
the state for settlement i 15
landless. The Deputy ,amn;l:ia_

sioner, Hazaribagh actively 11
ted the work for collection of
of Revenue, and the nchl_ﬂ‘:e . K
18 939%,. In the loan collection * *he
it was . also much higher
Collectors had to face troub
one or two blocks.

legal steps, at one
Deputy Commissioner

pursuaded to get back

Rs. 81,000/,
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gengali New Years Day

Bengall New ‘x;'em"s Day was
|st Baisakh (April 14)
L Hazafibﬂgh uander the auspices

patha Chakra. At
Power Station,
Branch of the Bengalee
orgenized 2 cultural
oct-together
branch

Patratu
;\ssucinliun
show followed by @
feast. Similarly, Kodarma

of the Bengalee Association
grganized 2 cultural show on this
0cCasion.

-_--_————

New Year’s Day
Celebrations

(From Own Correspondent)

Satsang Nagar (Dt‘*Dghnr)-——The
New Vear’s Day festival —com-
menced here at Satsang Ashram at
dawn on April 14 with recitation
of Vedic  hymns and congrega-
tional  prayers at 1 hakur
Bunglow. Metsages from Sree
‘Sree. Thgkur Anukul Chandra’s
Ashirbani’ for the peace and pro-
oress of the universe were read out.
Over a lakh of people fiom all
over the country and abroad
attended the three-day celebrations.

Mr, J. Sen, Vice-Chairman of

the .
L1 come-Tax Tribunal, and the ro2
nwwﬁmﬂborhdhh presiding  will be nearer:
public meeting, said that & of SN : he
the welfare of the E:]j o This is whaL.Lenm s:ucfl. 10 f
tel ; people ullimas . ationalists” cOmMPprising Ok
W lidated in building up' SSER Prof. M
d welfare 8 UYP  nai Mahendra Pratap, - -
state, but th ad aja : : Acharya
muralf ¥ | & E)L]l( lng : l] h Shl‘l TrlmU1 ~ ar&
al Iorce behind it sl d t Barkatuliai,® : e
S eals as expounded by Sree and .?mcrs o 1920. Raja N ahendra
¢ Thakur Anukulchandra. cow in €arty Em with his pecu-
Mr-BhaWan' Muk : Pratap ent t0 1! (]
known litt 1 Mukherjee, thewell-  15ar ideas f religion O ove ;
' tratcur ‘est’ : ; : on the
2 that e prf:iin\? ESl& Ber:gﬂﬂi [enin always Stmssce;?l-:ers 7
and literat _ educatiol NOTR AmODNE the W
an ure have failed to g1ve€ formed the vast
.J_Solutig > easants, who ; e ~
lddled wi n to the countiymal i India. This Wwas
lure ideal education and s apprecmted_ le AR The
AIEEEI orth by Sree Stee Thakur [udian 03UO% 0 {jpjon Congres
h:ukulthandr : LeE A9 .Ll A”'IH' 14 rrﬁde ]920 W’ith‘
a0 a DO doubt, he said, d in’ October
ybham - : was formed ! : first ¢
NUDtion] ese 1Ic effect in forging cur- la Lajpat Rai as 118 irst
e ) prG I'CS P :
Sp{:;iw' Amoﬁg swzlinld‘healll}:i President. i
e Dn th .('l'b w I (_'IH“,:' Cﬂﬂfer“ r(lr tne
&srs N R ¢ oOccasion Wwerc 7 kers and peasents 10
.]- K‘ P' . " h'llﬂhra} I\lL‘ DHES, 110”. {)r "h"lfu': 3 ‘ Clear]y i“ 118
.Bant:rjgl, rjmgh and Smarajit India CO“};}I endra Nath Dutta,
l}l‘chigf' aa'rc']N' C. Lahiri, Guest- Jetter ‘Ot " pMoscﬂw along with
hakurA ld, that Srce Sree wﬁ;?ﬁi]d revolutio! aries 11VINg
0

Nukulchandra had stres-

sed character-buildin
: _ g through the
medium of an 1deal educati%n.

Sl sident, Srl Sarat Ch.
er presided over the general
meeting of  Satsang in which
various speakers said that 1in view
of the present . situation of the
country. the well-being of the
nation was possible only by initia-
ting the people to the all-
fulfilling ideal of Sree Sree Thakur
Anukulchandra. A Women’s
Conference was also held on the
Dccasliun i1 which duties and res=
ponsibilitics of women in building
up a developed nation were discus-
<ed. Thercafter ' thousands of
Satsang workers and Ritwiks parti-

16

cipated in the 52nd: session of the
All-India Ritwik Conference, and
finalised  future programmes Of
establishing Satsang Bibar. and
Centres all over the , country.
Later, the workers assembled before
Rev. Sri Sri Baroda, the Pradhan
Acharya of Satsang and sought his
holy guidance about their  social
welfare activities in the face of the
fast changing condition of . the

country.

Mr. Nani Gopal Ghakraverty,
Secretary Satsang while declaring
the conclusion of the three-d ty
Nava-Varsha Utsav conveyed it

—__‘__M_—_
i apin : The Guiding 3tar

Anand

_______#wwm——-———‘_

ould not save the
Indian people. Tolstoy and others

like him iried the same thing 1N
but failed. Go back 10

and preach class-struggle,
d to freedom of India

¢ Religlon W

hearly thanks and goodwishes 10
a1l who participated 1n it and
made it @ success.
Gupta

Germany, on the

in cxile 1n
: vitation of Rakosi, Secretaty of
the Comintern, for discussions .0On
the situation about India’s fight
for liberation. In his letter Lenin

wrote .

¢« . gather statistical facts about
peasants’ leagues if they xist 10
[I]diﬂ."

Of course, involving the Masses
‘n the liberation struggle was far
from the programme of the early
leaders of the liberation struggle.
This had tO walt
Gandhi.

At the ALCC session at Belgaum

on December 28, 1924, speaking
on the Condolence Resolution On
death of V. L Lenin, Mr.

the

Jehangir Patel said s« Although
they might not agree witli the
methods  of Leunin  they: must
respect the ideals which
impelled him 10 ficht the
the Czarist Government - for- the .
amelioration of the working classes
.nd- the peasanis..We may not

his methods today but

agrec with
them some

we mmay agrec with

for Mahatma
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Progressive Character

Lenin pointed out the difference
between the workers’ and pea-
sants’ movements and the middle
class leadership of India. How-
ever, as more and more of the
common people got involved in the
struggle under the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal
Nehru, the movement took on a
progressive character.

In the meantime developments
in the Soviet Union hegan to
influence the thinking of many
people in India. Already the
working class had become a force
by the turn of this century. They
got a new impetus under the
influence of Soviet developments,
Many of the groups which were
formed for giving a socialist con-
tent to the movement merged
together to form the Communist
Party of India, the party of
workers and peasants.

Shri Singaravelu Chettiar in
his presidential address to the
inaugural couference of the Com-
munist Party of India at Kanpur
on December 26 1925 said : *“And
in the course of ages, there can
be no doubt that the work begun
by this man (Lenin) in Russia,
will ultimately benefit mankind
and shower happiness and content-
ment upon the human race.”

Jawaharlal Nehru after visiting
the USSR in 1927 extensively
wrote on Lenin. He described
Lenin as the guiding star of the
millions of the oppressed peoples
of the world. Nehru believed the
revolution had engendered a new
civilisation and new hope to
mankind.

This hope of mankind has been
fulfilled in the Soviet Union. The
people of the Soviet Union are the
masters of their labour and that
is why they were able to defend
their country .against the fascist
hordes and also save the world.
The Soviet Union has alwayvs
pursued a policy of peace and
coexistence with other countries,

——————— e —————— e,

Reactions of readers are
very cordially invited to

Lenin had declared. He said: ““Our
Eastern policy remains di:ametrica_lly
opposite to that of the imperialist
countries. In our Eastern policy,
we strive to promote the indepen-
dent economic and political
development of the Eastern peoples
and shall do everything 1n our
power to support them in this. Our
role and our mission 1is to be
neutral and disinterested friends
and allies of the peoples struggling
for a completely independent
economic and political develop-
ment.

Stood by India

The Soviet Union has always
stood by India, whether it was the
question of the defence of Indian
independence or the need for
Indian  industrialisation.  The
Soviet Union has reaflirmed 1ts
policy towards India at the recent
25th Congress of the CPSU where
L. I. Brezhnev, General Secretary
of the CPSU Central Committee,
in his report said. “Close political
and economic co-operation with the
Republic of India is our constant

policy. The Soviet people appre-

ciate and, more, are in solidarity
with India’s peace-loving foreign
policy and the courageous efforts
of her progressive forces to solve
her  difficult SOC10-economic
problems. We wish the people and
Government of India complete
success 1n these efforts.”” The
Soviet Union is thus faithfully

implementing the policy charted
out by Lenin.

There is no doubt that Soviet
assistance played a crucial role in
charting  India’s  development
along progressive lines. The pub-
lic sector, largely created through
SD\:iEt lassistancc, has become a
major instrument for progressive
s0C10-economic transformations.

Iln the international arena
India and the Soviet Union art;
marching shoulder to shoulder in
the world-wide struggle for libera-
tion of mankind from the remnants
of calnn_ia[ism, racism, hatred and
economic exploitation and for the

establishment of a2 world where
people can live in

Country Saved. .
(Contd. from page 4)
Mrs. Indira Gandhi

Saved
demeocracy.

In hLis article 1:11 ‘Sunday Tele.
graph’ Mr. Roy said, “‘ten mongpy
ago when Mors, Gandhi placeg
India under  emergency, he
numerous critics  were all tgp
ready to serve up hasty  obitua
notices on the death of the world’
largest democracy. Yet now witha
characteristic mixture of ruth.
lessness and a  political flair, she
seems to have pulled off the most
spectacular gamble of her life.’

““It is not easy to hold sucha
vast and diverse country like India
together; but Mrs. Gandhi attracts
mammoth crowds everywere.”

[le said what was most hope-
ful ubout emergency was that it
was making it possible for certain
radical measures such as land
reforms to be rammed through
Previous attempts to take away
surplus lands from rich farmers and
distribute it to the landless  WEI€
held up by the interminable wrang
les. He was convinced that the
urban elite’s opposition tO Mrs.
Gandhi was based le:s on hones
intellectual disseat than o0 &
desire 1o prevent power sliping 10
villages where 80 per cent I ndians
lived.

In another contribution t0 ﬂ:t
weekly “Spectamr”, My, RC’_Y “tesal
into the background of the dismi3 "
of the DMK ministry 10 [am
Nadu and concluded : gyl
Gandhi should be a;:riti-::is'ﬁ'f1 not 9
cause she dismissed the n’l:,1“11_‘-*’51')’1“3"L
Madras, but because she le V.
do it earlier. But as MI:',}I' %
Rajan. ‘*Madras Mail 5
commented : ¢The fact [hat[inuﬂ
allowed the government (O o8 se Of
for such a loug tine was bﬂcim
her respect for d mocracy-

Mr. Roy said there was d
doubt 1]1al}t‘m DMK nad be.tral};zd
the trust that simple fO:ld]‘- whe?
placed 1a the party. He sal Nadu
he followed the Tamil ’
Governor, Mr. K. K. Shah, op!
one of his ‘‘meect the P€ (o be

jittle
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