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Iceland | Volcanic eruption in Reykjanes peninsula
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❑ 20 Nov: Iceland activated the UCPM for technical expertise
❑ 22-29 Nov: ERCC deployed a 5-expert EUCPT from DE, FI and IT
• 2 coordination experts
• 2 high capacity water
• pumping experts
• 1 Information Management expert
• (plus) 1 ERCC Liaison Officer
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• 18 December: At 22.17 a 4 km long volcanic fissure started
erupting lava. The eruption is located close to Sundhnúkagígar.

• 19 December: The eruption from the volcanic fissure is still
ongoing but is weakening. Since the beginning of the eruption,
several earthquakes have been measured with the highest of 4.2 M.

4.2M earthquake of 18 Dec 
Source: EMSC
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Key facts as of 20 Dec (Source: Iceland CP #1, #2, IV, IMO #1, #2)

Grindavík town, Blue Lagoon
locality and Svartsengi power
plant area evacuated when
eruption started

Alert upgraded from danger to
emergency level

Grindavik town (approx. 3 700
residents) and Blue Lagoon
locality completely closed

Sulphur dioxide gas
measures currently not of
concern
Building of lava defence wall
around Svartsengi power
plant (75% completed)
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https://en.vedur.is/about-imo/news/a-seismic-swarm-started-north-of-grindavik-last-night
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