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TJAPAITESE VAR CRIMES "DOUELE TENTH®
CASE, CHANGI, SINGAPORE.

JLFFID.{.\.*.’ITO
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' I+ CFARIES IRJIC HTLTFRIANTYT, lerchant of BRINKILNN and Coey Singapore;
ivlth address (/o Hilte-mann Fros., <L lime Streety cudon, 1.C.3¢ make
ath and say as follovs,

Lo I wvas 1in Singaporc at tiuc time of the capitulation of the
British forces tc the Jopocnese in rebruary 1942. Immediotely after the
capitulation ¢nd in company vith most of the other civilians on the
island Y was interned in CHANGI GAOL. There T stuyed until 15 pctober
1943 On that date and without varning T 7rus token to the Yempei~-tal
headquarters at the v,1M,C.4. Other people were taken with me and they
verc LIONEL GOODALL and JIMMY MIINT, ‘e were not siveon any information
a8 tc why we were teken, nor wus uny churge made cguinst us. e all
three crrived ot the Y ,M,C.A, on the sume dcy, 15 october and were ot
once put intc various ceges. All the time I was in the v, 14.C.A, which
a8 four vecks therc vere anything from eizhteen tc twenty-five people
in this cuge. we Jjust hud bare boards to lie on and there was a
pedestal 7,C, in one corner which e had to uase for all purposes,
washing, drinking water and of course- necessary calls of nature,

our food consistcd cf very limited quantities of rice, which was o
starvation diet,

—

2e ‘ithin half an hour of my arrival at the v.,.li.C.A. I was
pulled cut for interrogation by the Jupanese. The Japanese
interrogator startcd off by saying; ®Je know everything, tell us
@1l you knoww, 7T hadn't the slightest idea what they werec talkiz
about and I scid so. ithout more ade I was struck by thce third
Japanesc perscn, wno was obviously there purely in the cupacity of
& beater up. The other two were of course the interrogator and
his interprcter. Then they started my interrogution proper. |

tecusca of spying, asked the names of spics in CHAI'GI and
agents in SIITGAPORE, I was alsc guestionced cbout o radio trans-
mitter, The vhole interrozation lusted from 1.3C in the afternoon
until 9,30 at nicht, wvhen I vas carried down to my caze in a semi-
conscious conGition.e On six other interrosations within the next
10 days I hed tc undergo similar trectment,

b Iy mecmory is a little vasue as to the kind of various
torturcs hich vere inflicted cn me duringthese questionings.

one of the tortures I remcmber was being tied up in a kneeling
position with ¢ stick under my knees und hands tied behid my
backe A rope viics then tied tc my wrist and over a pully in the
ceiling. One of the Japanese then pulled on the rope and T was
hoisted up by my wrists. lhile in this agonising position I was
becaten with sticks und ropes. T alsc had the water treatment
which consisted of a cloth being put over my mouth and then water
belng pourcd on it and Y very nearly suffocuted. Tn order to
brecthe I had to take in a great quantity of water and this
aistended my stomach cnormously. I was, howvever, spared thc
torture of somebody jumping on me,

Y o Another mcthed they used was to tie me to a table and

burn me with cigarette cnds and charoots up 2nd down my thichs. T have
the scars of thesc still on me, Thoese tortures T have ecnumerated

were the mejor cnes. All throush these interrozations T was con-
stantly beutcen and kicked and knocked about by thc intcrpreter,
interrogotor wnd any of the Japanese who were present,
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I After ten duysof this they gave up tryln to get uny
information out of me and T was left moreor less in peace, Aafter four
weeks in the Y M.C.A. I was sent over to gmith Street Detention
prracks cnd there T was kept in 2 tiny cell measuring 6i ft.

| by 5¢ ft, There vere somctimes as muny a8 scven peoplé in

' there at the same time., This minutce c¢ell had also a pedestal

‘ type ".C. in it. On the occasion that there werc seven pcople
there we literzlly had to squaet on the floor and there was no
chance of stretehing out. Apurt.from this physicel discomfort
there was thc acute mental disvress of hooring the screums and
yells of other unfortunate peoplc beirng tortured in other rcoms
in the same building, and ncver kaowing when one was going to be
called for intecrrogation ané toriture oncseli s This mental
torture was thc worst purt of the whole inpriscnment which I

suffercd both in the Y.li,C.i. and Smith Strect. It was almost

worse in the Y.L.C L, which was & large wocden building and &s

21l the doors ..ere open, one could heur everything that went on.

1t was like wbedlam® day and night,

6. Food at Smith Strcet wus mmch the same as at the Y, M,.C.a.
Tt consisted of very limited gucntities of rice - nct enougn to

live on for very lons. During the three months I was there nothing
happened to me personclly apart frcm the usucl brutcl trectment

of the gucrds, Sometime in the middle of Imrch I went back to

the v,M.C.A. &nd spent cnother threc weeks there I was finally
rcleased on the 8th April 1944 and was brought back to Changi

where I spent four or five weeks in hespital,

Te puring the time I was in the Y ,l14i,C.A. cnd Srith Street,
T sav & good meny of the British pocople who were seizcd by the
Kempei-tai during octcber 1G:.3., (n one occasion I saw the Bishop
of sinsapcre who hed been melireuted terribly. His legs from his
hips tc his unkles had been beuten to pulp. They vere literally
like ra7 mecct. He could not move at cll cnd was Jjust cbout cole

to crawl. T clso saw STEV='SON before he died. He was black and
blue from becting. . His body was in a terrible condition. He toc
could barely move himself. MIDDLEEROO” I saw ghile I was in Smith
strect. e told me what treatment he had suffered during his
interrogation and thot ¥c, 81 was the mon responsible. He was in a
very bad physical condition, covercd in bruises and sores.

FRASER T clso saw in gmith strcet. He had not buen badly treated
vhen T met him. He vas only suffering from severc dysentery and
was so weck thut he had tc be helped to the 7,C, Je ourselvces
were so veak at the time that we could hardly get him therec,

PIRRY was in the opposite cell to me at gmith strect and I could
seec him throush the bars. He was blovn up like a balloon from
beri-becri. CLARY” was with me in the sume cage «t Smith Street.

e too was in a very bad way from beating cnd general maltreatment.
rmen he was brought into my cell I simply ¢id not recognise him
znd hocd to ask him his n:._-mei;
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8. *ith regard to the nabers of the Yermpei-tai whom I saw in the
Y.M.C.i, and Snaith strcet, I havce locked carcfully at the folder of photo-
graphs shown to me niarked "Exhibit ,i» and attached to this ny offidavit,
In this foldor of photcgroaphs I can pcsitively identify Nos. 1, 3, 29, 30,
32, 81, 82, 67 and 84 cs being nembers of the Kerpei-tci whom I saw in the
YMsC...o and Sizith Streot,

9e vrith regard to thcsc peoPle vho perscnally ncltrecated ne, Ly
nerory is a little vogue but I @ QL.JOBt certain thet No. 30 was the man
who interrogrted me firs* and [ cu posivive that No. 1 was the beater up
on that cceasion, The orly ciher pirscan I ean reccgnisc is No. 67. Hc
uscé tc cone around the coges and ~vbu ioding in our open sorcs. This was
nct donc with any tcnderncss or wivh & vicu %o alleviating our suffcring.,
He obviously usecd tc cnjoy Coing it and laughcd at us.,

10, All the Rempei-tal people were alvays very tidily dresscd and
sniirt in their cppearcnec, They werc usuclly drcessed in civilian shark
skin suits.

STORN by the scic CHLRLES ERIC

HILTERM:NN ¢t 3/9 southcipton

Row in thc¢ county of Iondcn,

this 28th d:y of Jonuery 1946 (Signed) ERIC HILTERMANN,

Bcforc nc,
(signed) J. DERMCT TALSH.
i Corraissioner for (ocths.
ccrtifiecd true copye

(signcd) ?
Lt ® Ccli




