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DOCUMENT NO. 2072 Page 1

REPCRT QN THE RESJLTS OF INVESTIGATION
OF THS SHIFWIrCK OF THE TLNKER "MARIUPCL!

February 19, 1946

-y g =P

;' [ The Union of Sovieb
Socialist Republics
Prosecution Deparinmcent,

—— —_— e ey e

r The USSR Sea &nd Plver Fleet
| Chief Military Proaecuion
Moscow

To Comrads Goluscky. rrecamcuvors Lfor Soviel Unlon at the Inter-,
national Milltery Tribvusnal in Tokypo.

Report
rn the results of the inrssiigavion inlo the shipwreck of the lanker
\ "Mariupol".

By the inguiry into the shipwreck of the tanker "Mariupol" con-
ducted by the prosecution depariument of the Pacific basin, the following
facts were established:

r'l'""-.

’ The tanker "Mariupol" was sailing in November 1947 from the United
States of America to the Soviet Unica with a cargo of 8001 tons of

Iso-octane. While passing throvgn the First Kurilsky eirait on rovember

14, 1943 at 18.04 hours in the territorial waters of Japan near the

cape Kotamari-Saki at the point-Laiiiiude 50° 48 m. aorih, long-

titude 156°31 m. east the tarker ran onbto Tucke,

The tanker "Mariupol" remained at ithe place of the shipwreck till
January 23, 1944, and help being rcci rendered, the ship and 3700 tous
l of cargo were lost.

The commanding authotvities of the Far Eaetern Sea-Fleet having
received the report from thws shiznwrecked tanker irmediately sent the
tanzecs "Tuepsa’, "IRIVAN'Y and cther vessels, which were not far from
the First Korileky eimall, t¢ ke ar22 c¥ the siipwTeck. | The tanier
"Tuapse" of greet cargs capaciiy arrived ab tho area of the shipwreck
2 houre after the incidari lLed talten placa and had actuel posalibility
to render help to ths tauker "Harivpoi by compleiely unloeading it.and
towing it from the roclks.

To ezpproach tha tanker "Mariugorl' the Sevlel ships had Vo get
permisgion from the Japaneze goversmensj. Thie petoisaion was givea
when 25 days had passed cince the ehipwresk, wand tha wrecked ship wes
already in a hopeless cevaiiion, eas its hull was dawaged by the winter
stormz, ! The grezter part ot the vergo was lost dus %o Uhe same reason.

" By the end of Deceuber it had become evideat. that the tanker
"Tyapse" could not render effective holp to the vacker "Mariupol®.
It was decided to send the shnllow-aitting tauker "Nenets" and
trawler "Paitus", but these ships approuched vhe place of the ship-
wreck only on Jam:ary 10, 1944 because of the hindrances on the part
of the Japanese authorities. ' '

The Jepanese authorities acted in such manner, as to prevent
tne possibility of rendering help to the demaged ship as leng as
possible, so that the Soviet government would abandon the thought
of rescuing the ship, and would le ve the tanker and the cargo in
the Jupanese territorial waters. After the shipwreck of the tanker
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"Mariupol" on Novomber 14, 1945, iha Japanezs military euthorities
headed by the head of the resceing pavriy Nemiki Eldeo vasited the
tanker on the foliowluz éay, i.e. ¢ Novewosr 15 al 8-9 hours.

They carefully looked tlrovgh Yhe ship, searched vhe crew and put
seals on binoculars and the radiccabin. The Japanesa officers leaving
the ship lefi on the tanker 2 guard delachment ulder a Junior officer.
Bepides, Captain Alcksenv wes forhidden to starv the machine and that
prevented him from Lhe possibility s geh off the shoal by nis own
efforts. This cleaviy shows bLhal %ae Joparese rescue detachment not
oaly had no wish to render help un g thipwrecked tanxer bubt even
robbed it of the peasibiiliy To wuace its own muchine to save the ship.

During their fireh wvicih 4y the Lavker "Ma-lupolt on Noveuwber
15, 1943 tho Jepancss propared t3 Londain flekseev 1o draw up an act
to the effect that 1u waes abeJsinvelr Lmoesidle Lo takg %he tanlrer off
the shoa). and to save its They prewcaed %o teks off the trew aud leave
the %aniter. They meceisthently and scversal bimes made sim.la? poo-
posals to the Ceptaln of %ae twier "Taapss" Ucherbachev, whlle
negotiating with liin. They told niw that the tacker waa in a hope-
less condition end offered to reader halp to Uapialn Aleksecvy on
condition the tanker "Mariwpol! would be towsd Lo a Japancse pocis

In their advieirg lattsvws to Cepiain AlekseeV dated November 21
and December 2, 1947 officere Watunahe K Yzsumeed and Namliki, Hideo
sald that in cese the crew would not b fekean off the tanker *Mariupol'
in the manner proposed by tlism. they would no% be respensible for iis
sa.fe‘;ya

It is clear that the vapaancse asutlioritice showed hostile attitude
towards the tankeris crew. On November 21-22, 1U43; all storo of
drinking water on tho tanker was fisishods

Captain Alekseev uade a Teouesi to the Jepanese askiug tasm to
bring water for the crew. Un Novaembec 22 a Japalese Ky asazi-boat
brought 6 barrels of fresh water to tho teukero Thie wator had &
flavour of kerosire and could no® be used for drinking,

On December 28, 1943 the administretive cflice of the sea fleet
in Viadivostok reeceivei o report thar the Jupanese govelnnent permiited
a group of our epocialisis to visil the tarkoer NMavivpol! for the
first time to cxamnine ihe cendition, Nevertholese Jemimi, Eideod.
Commander of the go~called rezels ccbechment. sazipg thav cven alter
the storms tas corditics of tho Hanker “"Merlupcl" atill gave topo,
began to inberrupi. ihe cxaminatlen of ths wrezkad aekiv., Uaptain
Saliocbastev cn November £9, 1943 ab i7 hours was permifited to wield
Captain Alckseev undsr the guasd and escors or the Japeanese officers.
Tho examination of tlie axip was furbidden. aand the meeiing with
Captain slekseov wes under sush conddblona that it wasz Jjmpossible
to get the full laformalion of Lthe vanzevr and condition necescany
to render holpe

The above mertioncd facts are absolutely true, and therefore 1t
is possible %o say that the Japanesc avthoritics were ageinst rendering
help bc the tanizes "dMariupol” to save tne cargo and the ship. Pursuing
their own interests the Japrnese vpenly wanted thie tanker to rerish,
and by thelr actions prevented tho savirg of the ship mntll it was In
absoivtely hopeiess condition. It was quite possible ©o take the
tanker "Mariupol" off the shoal and to save its cargo, under the
condition of the Japanese favorable attitude and if the Japancse
would not have prevented our ships to approach the wrecxed tanker

for so long a time,.
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Chief Miiitary Prosecutor
for the Sea and River Fleet of the USSR
Uajor—-General of the judiclal corps

(Schitovich)

The copy correct
(Taranenko)

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATICH OF TiE AZOVE DOCUMANT:

I, V. T. Tarkhov, horeby certify that I am theroughly cenversant
with the Russian and Ergiish langueges; and the above ls a correct and
true transletion of the indicated Dicanent.:

Signaturet{Signed) V. Tarkhov
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