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Def. Doc. #2652 (Revise)

|~

}E:xh. No.. ?¢7(

Translated by
Defense lLangusge Branch

Il chINATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THn FAR LAST y

Thk UNITED STATES OF AVBRICA, et al

i

-VS =

ARAKT, Sadao, et al

Sworn Deposition (%rencir tion) ;

Deponent: KAWABE, Torashiro

T, KAWABE, morashiro, stete under oath as follows: :

1. I was in Perlin from December 1938 until F¥ebruary 1940 as Militery
Attache to the Japa.ne'se Tmbassy, with the rank of I jor-General. Mr.

OSHINA was Ambassedor from October 1938 until October 1939. | :

T N N T TN wTeerrme

2 -« 1. In October 1938, I wes appointed Military Attache to the Japanesc

Fmbassy in Germeny succeeding Lt. Genersl OSHIMA. pPrior to my departure
from Jepan, I was briefed by various persons et the General Staff Office
in Tokyo on various subjects concerning my new duties. At that time, I
heard explanations as to intelligence and counter-intelligence activities
in Berlin against Soviet Russis from Lt. Col. USUL who ha:i been in Berlin,
from May 1937 until January 1938, exelusively in charge of these matters
under Mlitary Attache OSEIIA, gnd had returned to the General Staff in

3
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Tokyo vhereafter. He tolid me that from his cmn experience r.o eppreciable
results could be exrsctzd from Shere accivitisa,

*
2 - 2. Alter my avrivel in Berlin in December 1028 T heserd exrlanations
from Col. MANAKT, who suseesded ©4. Sol. USUL 2n was eiclusizely in
charge of this work from the 3urmer of 1930 wnfex ¥ilibtary ~ifhache CSL IR .
Through what I heard from -°V% srd MAMLELL 1 Vaaracd tha following facts:
(a) It was very difficult for us Japaneze to find able Russians in Europe
for this purpose;

(b) The Germans were not necessarily in sympathy with the \ihite Russisans

or their organizationzs with which the Japanese side had been maintaining

contact up to that time;

(¢) It wes particularly difficult for us Japanese to prepare any Anti-
Soviet activities from Euwrope a3 a base and proipects of useful results
in the future ﬁere also siim;

(d) The expense for the Japanese intelligence organs in Berlin amounted
to ﬁo more thaa 500,000 yen ennually inc'nding personzl exnenses,

I might add here that as regards countver-iztelligence activities, only
study eand planzing in con:ideration of wartime were laid down by the
Chief of the Genersl Staff; however, it wes strictly foroidden to put
them actually into effect in peace tims.

2 - 3. I, like my predscessor OSHIMA, 1eft Col. MANAKL entirely in
charge of these matters. I received reports from him. but never trens-
mitted them to Ambassador CSHIML. This was becauvse *he Amdacsador had

-
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no relation whetsoever with this metter within scope of his official duty.
Furthermore Ambassador OSHIMA, in fagt, did not toueh upon these metters
cnd never asked me questions abo&t them.

2 - ). I met several times with the White Russians conecerned. I found
out that they were either nothing but anti-Soviet ideologists, like Bamerd
who was at that time staying in Switzerlend for recuperation, or pro-
fessionals who used to demend money from us by presenting impractical ¢nd

fantastic anti-Soviet plens.

2 - 5. T knew that Lt. Col. USUL had bought & house at Falkensee in the
suburbs of Berlin, and hed turned it over to Col. Mlil. T kmew also
thaet a few Thite Russiens were quartefed there; they were engaged in a
small scele printing of enti-Soviet pamphlets, but I do not know what
became of those pemphlets.

2 - 6. I heve absolutely never heard from anyone tﬁat OSHIML or any other
Jepenese army officers sent anti-Soviet pamphlets into Soviet territories
by balloons from Poland, or that they bought & motor-boet to bring such
papers into the Crimea across the Black Sea, or thet they sent Russians
into Soviet Russia for the purpose of assessineting Stalin. Any such
matters were completely unknown to me.

3 - 1. Vhen I arrived in Berlin as Militery Attache in December 1938
Ambassador USHIMA was engaged in negotiations with the German Government
regerding & Japenese-German-Italian treaty; From this time, until the
negotiations were terminatecd, around Jugust 1939, I, together with the

_3-
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Neveal Attache psrtieipatedixnfreduént conferences within the Japencse

Zmbessy end discussed this metter, Ambasscdor OSHIEY. peting as leador.

Juring these negotietions, Ambassedor OSHIML always gave the metter most
cereful consideretion cnd oftcn celled the Embessy stoff, the Militery and

Nevel attaches together for consultetion anahatudy.

3 - 2. As to the reesons why the Jopcnese Government end the central ormy
cuthorities wished for the conclueion of this trecty, Ambassador OSHIL.

often told us as follows:

Lt thot time the China incident was unexpectedly expending without any
brospect of an cerly te;gination. ond ell eager Japencse efforts for settle-
ment had been of no evail. Morecover, both the Jeprnese Government end the
ermy circles felt themselves thrcotened by the powérful ermcment of Soviet
Russia. They wented, therefore, by concluding this trecty with Germeny end
Itoly, to improve the diplormatic position of Jepen with the ultimcto purpose

of bringing thc Chine incident to the earliest possible end, eond, ot the

same time, to be prepered for cny ettack from Soviet Russia. I never heerd .

from OSHlmm-that Jepen intended or desired to utilize this treaty aftcr its

conclusion os o means of initiete or wege oggressive wer ngainst other

Countries. Neither have I ever heerd from anyone thot OSHIMA planned pr

desired anything of this neture.

3 = 3. In Februery 1939, Mr. ITU, Nobui‘mnﬂ, cccompeniecd by an officer from

both the Lrmy and the Nevy, errived in Berlin bringing the instructions of

the Jepenesc Government regerding this treaty. I, together with the higher
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Erbossy staff end the Neval Atteche, wos present vwhen envoy 410 geve the
explenctions to the Ambassador. The purport of this instruction wes to
limit to Soviet Russic fho object of Japuﬁese Militery essistence, to

be given to Germeny and Itely on the besis of the treety. This weas ot
veriance to whet OSHIMA hed slreedy cormuniceted to Germany upon inst-
ructions of the Government, nemecly that although Jepen considercd Soviet
Russis es the primery object of this proposed trcety, Britein and France
would elso be.included es secondery objects. Facing £his situation,
OSEIiL cobled his opinion to Tokyo that, in view of the progress up to
thot time, Germeny might become distrustful of Jepen if he tronsmitted
to Germaeny the changed Jopenese view as instructed, and, moreover, would
never &accept the proposel.

3 - L. Accordingz to Exhibit No. 2230, Ambassedor OShlla. $o0ld thc Germen
Foreign Minister on 27 Mty 1939 thet "the War Minister requested OSHILL
by wire to hold off untii leter egeinst HRITL in order ﬁot to disturd

the discussions among the various querters in Tokyo. The Army is firmly

resolved to Pight the metter out quickly ond even et risk of e cobinct
overthrow. " Concerning this I have the following reccollection:
Accordiné to my memory, it wos about the middle of My 1939, 1
dispatched & telegrem frcm.Bérlin to Tokyo steting that Jcpan must
clerify her position es to whether she was going to conclude the troety
with_Germanywéhd Itcly or not, and that to continue in the ambiguous

attitude of thet time would only invite the contempt of forcign countrics.
Thereupon I received from Wer Minister I?AGLAI ¢ telegren 10 the elffcet

-~ 5 -
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that: "The matter of the J&pan-Germﬂny—Itsly trecoty is now under earnest

discussion within the esbinet, end, es the octmosphere 18 turnding fevoroble

to its conclusisn, Ve hed better remain silent for the time being. I have

no thought whotsoever of overthrowin, the cebinet.” I told fmbecssador

OSKILs: of this telegram.
On this 27th day of Oet., 1947,

3 et Tokyo.

Deponent: ei.Bo, Torashiro (seal)

I hereby certify thet the above statement wes sworn by the Deponent,
~+ho affixcd his signature and seal thereto in the prescncc of this witness.

On the same dete,

at Tolyo.

Witness: (signed) SHINAWOUCHL, Ryu

Q..Th
In cecordance with my conscience I sweer to tell the vhole truth

withholding nothing and adding nothing.

(sigzned) K-niBE, Toreshiro (seecl)

§ s W R . H = - L 7
n.. “ r:.lwxr II|._ 5

-~ -




