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TELEGRAM (Code Clerk)
PARIS, German Arnistice Commission for Economic Affairs.

. 1l Oct 1941 - 2100 hours
Arrival: 1 October 1941 - 2300 hours

Economic Delegation No. 467 of 1 October 1941
Re, Telegrem No, 152 of 22 September 1941, Ea Pol 6075 glll
Re., Interin Report on Indo-Chinese rubber; Japan/U.S.A.

Negotiations have been conducted with the French dele-
gation, presided over by DE BOISANGER, in line with orders
as in the above telegran, At the oqutset DE BOISANGER ex-
pressly confirmed the order, reported by me in telegram
No, 454 of 22 Septerber 1941, to the Governor-General of

ngo-China, to release the 5,000 tong which the Japanese
Eag rgUUESteg for Septenber: He then stated theprequest

of his-governnent for German support of the French efforts
to obtain Japanese approval for delivery of 5,000 tons to

the U.S.A.

Indo-China urgently necded the proceeds fror such sales
for buying vital goods obteinsable nowhere else, and declared
in snswer t4 a question fron the Gerran side, that in peyment
of the said goods the U.S,4, would neither unfrceze French
blocked accounts nor accept Martinioue gold.

French request was turned down as not in accord with
instructions. Concerning our derand which was presented
in the session, PE BOISANGER replied to me yesterday on be-
half of his governnent that it apprecleted the German atti-

tude and would take the Gerran goint of view into considers-
tion during the pending negotiations with Jzpan, He was

not authorized to give a rore extended declaration. ) §
pointed out to him again thot the Gerren request was urgent

and again brought forth thzot not only the Jeganese, but also
the German Governrent would not countenance further export

of raw rubber fron Indo-China to the U.8.A4.

The Germen Commissioner, JEHLE, has by now left for
Berlin, He suggested that at the ¥French delegation, an

additional release of 5,000 tons,as requested by Jagan,
first of 211 for October, be secured, le are continuing
ther report on
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TELEGRAM (Open)

PARIS - 6 October 1941 - 2045
Arrival,6 October 1641 - 2330

No. 3031 of 6 October 1941 \

State Secretary, BENOIST-MECHIN, today revealed during
a conversation, that conslderable difficulties with Japan
are occurring daily in Indo-China, while Japan, apart fron

a few exceptions, observes tiie Treaty's nilltary provisions,
she is violating Frence's eccnomic and politicel sovereignty

nore and Mmore,

At the time, Darlan had,in the Vichy Cabinet, personall

and very strongly supported the solution sought by Japan
with Indo-China since he feared that a different policy
would furnish the Anglo-Saxon fighting forces with a pre-
text for interference ond besides he desired to establish
good relations with a state that had signed the Tri-partite

Pact,

Owing to the aggressive behavior of the Jepancse

against France's sovereignty in Indo-China, doubts have
béen expressed within the French Governnent as to whether

Derlan's conception was right; furtherriore a stiffening

on the part of the adversaries of his policy armong French
?111t3ry end pdriinistrative circles in Indo-China 1is to be
eared,

I was receptive in regard to Benoist-Mechin's informa-
tion, the aim of which evidently was Gerran intervention in

Tokyo,
ABETZ
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Secret State natter - to be kept in locked file,
TELFGRAM

(Secret Cipher Process)

TOKYO, 15 October 1941 - 0600 hours
Arrival," " " L5001 Y

No. 2095 of 14 October
Re, Telegraphic orders dated 8 October, No, 1775 - Pol II

Observations here confirm thc description of condi-
tions as reported to Berlin from Saigon by Councillor of

Legation, Neurmenn during the last few days. As was to be
expected%rthe occupation of Indo-Chinz did not proceed

without iction,

, I heard from the Forcign Minlistry thet there are
nunerous points in dispute concerning the interpretation
of the defense greement. The controversy concerns the
treatnent of the Chungking-oppointed Chinese consul, the

| handing over of certoin airplanes, the seizure of quarters
end goods, anti-French propaganda disseminrted by the

| Japonese arny among the native population, ond so on.

f The French ambassador has lodged a nunber of protests,
() and has pressed hard the rcrniovel of natters of corplaint,

i The Jepanese governnent intends to increase the occupation
; forces, at present being 25,000, according to a report fronm
Salgon, to 40,000, I was assurcd by the Foreign Ministry
that the French-Japancse agreencnt does not provide for a
naxirun lirit for Japanese occupetion troops.

The Jepenese Governnent seerms to intend to vrest a

| nurber of concessions from the French Colonial adninistra=-

| tion through locel militerv authorities, Only sfter the

i creation of a fzit accorpli will forner Foreign Minister

E YOSHIZAWA, apparently slated for hendling questions relating
f

to Indo-Chinay leave for Ssi%on. T understend that this
will not nate%ializo before

he beginninz of Noverber,
I an under the impression that both parties will not

let it come to an open conflict, The Jepanese governnent
| 1s endeavoring to kcep up the outward appesrance of a
i defense alllance and, furthernore, is afraid of diminishing
the economic utilization of the country in case of an open
clash, through passive resistance of the colonial adminis-
tration cnd the native population, The Deputy Foreign
Minister told re thet the rice quota,armounting to 700,000
tons end urgently needed this year, was secured on the
strength of the agreement concludeé by MATSUOKA, ) 5 s [
however, hoped that even grcater quantities will be obtained
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Doec, No, 4065B Page 4
owing to better prospects for the harvest.

The Foreign Ministry denied thet there had becen a
Japanese-Siamese argument in the Border Cormission con-
cerning the sugervision of the denilitarized zone, The
Border Cormission was only just starting out on its tasks.
Tdentical telegram to Saigon.
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CERTIFICATE

I, ULRICH STRAUS, hereby certify thet I ar thoroughly
conversant with %he German and English languages, and
as a result of the comparison between the German and the

English texts, I have established that this is a2 true
and correcct translotion of International Prosecution Docu-

nent No. 4065B,

/s/ ULRICH STRAUS
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AFFIDAVIT

I, W. P. Cumming, being first duly sworn on oath, depose and say:

1., That I am an Attache of the United States Department of
State on the Staff of the United States Folitical Adviser on Ger-
man Affairs, and as such I am a representative of the Office of
Military Government for Germany (U.S.). That in my capacity as
above set forth, I have in my possession, custody, and control at
the Berlin Documents Center, Berlin, Germany, the original ecap-
tured German Foreign Office files and archives.

2. That said original Foreign Office files and archives
were captured and obtained by military forces under the command of
the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Forces, and upon their
seigure and capture were first assembled by said military forces
at a Military Document Center at Marburg, Germany, and were later
moved by authorized personnel of said Aliied forces to said cen-
tral documents center, above referred to, and known as the Berlin
Documents Center,

3« That I was assigned to said document center at Marburg,
Germany, on August 15, 1945; and saild captured German Foreign
Office files and archives first came into my possession and cone-
trol while I was stationed at Marburg, Germany, and that there-
after the same have continued in my possession and custody and
under my control.

4., That the document to which this affidavit is attached
is a true and correct photostatic copy of an original German
Foreign Office document which was captured from said German Foreign
Office files and archives, and which came into my possession and
custody and under my control in the manner above set forth,

5+ That said original document, of which the attached is
& photostatic copy, is being held and retained by me in order
that it may be examined and inspected by various interested
agencies, and a photostatic copy of said original is hereby furn-
ished an& certified to because of the unavailability of said
original for the reasons above set forth,

S/ W, P Cm1
W. P. Cﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁ
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 23rd day of April 1946,

3/ G. H. Garde

G, H, G
Lt, Colonel, AGD
Acting Adjutan% General

OFFICE OF MILITARY
GOVERNMENT FOR GERMANY (U.S.)
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TELEG :

(Secret Cipher Process) To be kept in locked file. MOST URGENT
Tokyo, 4 October 1941 2,575

Arrivals 4 October 1941 1325 hLours.

No. 1974, of 4 October,

For the German Forceign ldinister. |

Res Telegraphic report of 2 October, No. 1960 with Pol. VIII

NOTEs 3ent on to Special Train under No., 3351. Tel. Ktr.
4 QOctober 194-1 it

As I have stated in my last report, the Japanese-American
negotiations seem to be without result, uniess the United States
fundamentally changes her attitude towards the Chinese question
which they will find difficult te do. However, even after the
breakdown of the ncgotiations, there remains in JAPAN, a ccrtain
sense of uncertainty as to what policy should be adop%ed in
JAPAN. For the first time in her history JAPAN feels herself
physically isolated and surrounded by enemies. In a spirit of
optimism and jingoism shie has tested her forces on militarily
inferior CHINA; mow she is under the impression, despite bril-
liant individual successes, thaet she cannot successfully ter-
minate this conflict by miiitary mecanse. Even more than this
feeling prevailing within the country, the long drawn out ser-
vice behind the front /“fappendienst/ has probably impaired the
Japanese punch and readiness for sacrifices. One cannot help
feeling that the mobilization, begun in July, has enhanced the
sense of weakness by bringing te light the numerous cconomic
and material deficiencies.

In spite of this, the realization has increased during
the last weeks that by a policy of mere wait and see, the goals
of JAPAN will nct be furthered, nor will her continued existence
be secured. &S a result of a careful sounding out of the Army
leaders (Minister for VWar, Chief of Cecneral Staff, Head of the
Political Section and of %he Section for Foreign Armies) the
following picture of their ways of thinking 1s arrived at.

(The inherent aim of the Tripartite Pact is to bring
about a new distribution of power in EUROPE and the
Far Tast by overpowering the British Empire. Kecpling
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A LRIC,. at bay and elininating the SOVIZT UNION could
only be mere means to this end.)

Now that Germany has begun the fiéht with the SOVIET UNION

and hascarried it through militarily succesful to a great extent

the important thing is to rcestablish the connection of the
powers of the Tripartite Pact through SIBERIA as soon as possi-
ble, and to concentrate the entire cnergy on fighting ENGLAND
in %he lilddle and Far East as well as on the British Islese
Operations in European RUSSI4i had demonstrated that the armics
of the SOVILT UNION have suffered defeat but that the political
collapse of the regime dces not zutomatically follow. (Japan's
waging of a war against the Far Dastern Army, still considered
as being in fighting trim, is not feasible before next spring
unless a moral collapse of

via SIBERIA be opened up this year). Ther: are two ways of
reaching this objective in the future: either by exploiting the

considerable weakening of the SOVIET regine to be expected after

the occupation of MOSCOV, to inducc the remainder of RUSSIA to
freely cooperate in thic, JAPAN could contribute even in winter
by bringing pressurc to bear upon RUSSIAN supplies from the Far
Bast at the appropriatc time; the other way would be to attack
SIBERIA from west and cast during next spring for which JAPAN
would then be in a position/to do this/ despite having the
CHINA confliet on her hands. In that case, hewever, huge arcas
would have to be traversed and common operations would not be
casy, so that even in this case a political sclution would be
called for after some time.

Military actions by JAPAN against the nglo-Saxon position
in the South are independent of the tine of year. It is to be
endeavored to link /thenm/ up with a German drive against the
Anglo-Saxon position in the Kliddle East, although there is no
absolute necessity to wailt /fer it/. HEowever, victory over the
British Empire would be enuplete only when ocur anctions from
both sides would collapse the Inaian position.

With tiie request for confidential, onn group seens to be
missing, I am stating the romarks as they were made to me by
the War Minister in the preserce of the Chief of the General
Staff. In their frank pcculiarity they clearly show the atti-
tude taken by the lcadership towards a campaign against RUSSIA.
The renarks reveal also that the plans directcd against the
South, which chiefly have to be executed by the Navy, are not

the regime comes about. The tenaclty
displayed by the SCVILT UNION against CERMANY indicates that not
even by a Japancse attack in August or September could the route
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too well considered ana are lacking in preparation. I am at
() one with the Military Attaches in the impression that at least
L as far as the Army is concerned, tho calculations which have
been made are superficial, and that the state of preparations
does not guarantec the sUCCESS of a southward push beyond ini-
tial conguests. In French...)one group garbled)...only a few
military establishments have been set up thus far, according
to concordant information. The relatively little outfitting
of the troops with modern material, the length of the lines of
commnications, but most of all the feeling of having no unificc
enorgetic leadcrship deprives thec Japancsc fighting rorces of
the assurance which is ecssentlal to success. It is therefor to
be supposed that the prescnt governnent will further try to
put off a southcrn d-1vCo

The activation of JAPAN in the scnse of the Tripartite
Pact can most easily be brought about bty cemonstrating To her
technically and politically, the possibility of operations hav-
ing a tangible common goal zpaﬁsage through SIBERIA or a com=
bined attack in the Iiiddlc Eas® OF the Far Bast)e. A long-—dls-
tance flight from thc Russian frcm Lo MANCHULI as soon as this
is technically possible, weuld propably make a deep impresslon
here. Considering thc formelisulc character of the Japanese,
T would like to suggest aguln tlhiat due consideration be given
to whether after adeguave preparations the attenpt should not
be made to entrust the commission, stipulated by the Tripartite
Pact at the request of the Japancse vith the deliberation of
common, military economic and poli%ical tagks., The feeling
that they are no% consulted distressces cirecles which are other-
wise ready to cooperate and hits thon on their weakest spot,
their self-esteol.

Tn the foregoing statemenis of the Arny leaders, no men=
tion was nade cof an Ancrican particination 1in the ware 1 Was
able tc find out that 1n mi1ita~y considerations they werc al-
nost completely cetiilg aside or ipnoring the possible inter-
vention of the UNITED STATSS, wWi.le always referring to tho
British Empire as X0c ensilVe Dobtlezsly this is partly due
to the desire tu kKeep c¢arct what is going on in the ncne too
pleasant course of Janarasae=Ancrican negotiations. But even
stronger is the oiften rcported atavigelds fear of getting en-
tanzled in a conflict with the UNITED STATES, the end of which
can perhaps not be forcseen. The Japanese Government /Staats-
fvenng/ wants to ecnbark on «uch a conflict only if worst cones
to worst and wants to declde the time itself; at least help
in deciding upon it. This not only chimes in with the charac-
ter of the Japancse but also with the point of view of the
Japanese Government of whethcr an attack 1in the sense of Arti-
cle Three of the Pact 1s in question, rmst e decided through
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comaon consultation by the Three Powers. I call tc mind that
Foreign Minister MATSUOKA had insisted on a concrete fixing of
this already at the negotiations over the Tripartite Pact,
conducted here with Ambassador STAEMER as negotiations chairmnan
and nyself,

The feeling that a conflict with the United States will
not be avoided is gaining for us, however, it is of the greatest
importance that JAPAN should take part in declding as to when
it 1s to bec mutually waged.

I need not spccially mention that I have argued along the
lines indicated by my instructions and by an utterance regula-
tion /Sprachregelung/ issued in BERLIN concerning the further
prosecution of the fight against the SOVIET UNION, as well as
the military and political wesknzss of the Anglo-Saxons. How =
ever, in view of the existing ratio of strength within JAPAN
we have at present to reckon'w_th the attitude described above
the more so since the Opinions of the Navy are identical by and
large, with the uttcrances oi the Army leaders.

I shall next report on the attitude of the political cir- i
cles, i

OTT

Cortificate:

-
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I, Ulrich Straus, hercby certify that I am thoroughly conversant
with the German and English languages, and as a result of the o
comparison between the German and the gEnglish texts, I have |
established that this is a true and correct translation of
International Prosecution Docurent No. 40654
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/s/ Ulrich A. Straus
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TELEGRAM (Code Clerk)
PARIS, Gernen Arnistice Cormission for Econonmic Affairs.
1 Oct 1941 - 2100 hours
Arrival: 1 DOctober 1941 - 2300 hours

Econonic Delegation No, 467 of 1 October 1941

Re,
Re,

Telezram No, 152 of 22 Septerber 1941, ba Pol 6075 glll
Japan/U-S.A-

Negotiations have been conducted with the French delc-

Interin Report on Indo-Chinese rubber;

At the oqutset DE BOISANGER ex-

gation% presided over by DE BOISENGER, in line with orders
he

as in above telegran,
pressly confirned the order reported by me in telegran
No, 4 of 22 Septerber 1941 to the Governor-General of

RBg°

A
St

release the 5,600 tons which the Jzpanese
for Septerber., He then stated the request

of his governrient for German support of the French efforts
to obtain Japanese approvzl for dellvery of 5,000 tons to

the UISlA.

for buying vital goods obteinszble nowhere else,
in answer t4 a question fron the German silde,

roceeds fror such sales
snd declared

that in peyment

Indo-China urgently necded the p

of the said goods the U.S.4, would neither unfrceze French
blocked accounts nor accept Martinioue golc,

instructions.
in the session, DE BOISANGLR replied to me yesterday

French request was turned dovn as not in accord with

Concerning our derand which was presented
on be-

half of his government that it apprecizted the Gerrman atti-
tude and would take the Gerran goint of view into considera-

tion during the pending negotia

ions with Japan. He was

not authorized to give a 7vore extended declaration. k

pointed out to him again thet the

and again brought forth thct not onl
the German Governrent would not ccocuntenance

Gerren request was urgent

the Jzpcnese, but also
ther export

of raw rubber fror. Indo-Chinz to the 1.5.A.

Berlin,
additional relcase of 5,000 tons,as requested

first of 211 for October, be

has by now left for
rench delegation, an
by Japan,
inuing

The Gerren Comnissioner, JEHLE
He suggested that at the ﬁ

secured. /e are con

to urgently attend to the matter and nay further report on

it.

HEMMEN

Doc. No. 4065B
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Doc. No., 40658 Page 2

TELEGRAM’(Open)

h

PARIS - 6 October 1941 -~ 2045
Arrival,6 October 1641 - 2330

No, 3031 of 6 October 19431

State Secretary, BENOIST-MECHIN today revealegd during
8 conversation, that considerable gifr

Ficulties with Japan
are occurring daily in Indo-China, while Japan, apart fronm
a few éxceptions, observes Sae Treaty!s riillcary provisions.
she is violating Frence's economie and politicel sovereignty

] he Vichy Cabinet, personal;
and very strongly Supported the solution sought by Japan
ince he feared that a different policy
Wwould furnish the 1

forces with a pre-
nce and besides he desired to establish
good relations with

a state that hag signed the Tri-partite

Owing to the ageressive behavior of the Jegancse
egainst France's soverelgnty in Indo~China
been expressecd Within thé

Y

French Governrent as to whether
Darlan's conception was rights;

furtherrore a stiffening
on the part of the advercaries of his

nilitary end adninistrative cire
feared,

I was receptive in regard to Benoi
tion, the ainm of Which evigd
Tokyo,




N

TELFGRAM

(Secret Ciphor Process)
TOKYO, 15

October 1941 - 0600 hours
Arrival, i " L -

No. 2095 of 14 October
Re,

n > description of condi-
tions as reported to Berlin Iror Saigon by Councillor of
Legation, Neurann during the last

f'ew days, As was to be
cupation of Indo-Chin- 4ig not proceed

of the efensesgreement. The controversy concerns the
treatnent of the Chungking-appointed Chinese consul, the
handing over of certoin alrplanes, the Selzure of guarters
and goods, anti-French PTropaganda disseminsteq by the
Japonese arny among the nntive population, ond so on.

The French S
and has pressed h

ers of cornplaint,
The Jepanesge sovernnoent intends

to increase the occupation
forces, at present being 25,000,

@ccorcding to g report fron
Sa igon, to 40,000-

I was a2ssureq by the Foreign Ministry
that the French.Japancse agreencnt does not

Drovide for g
€S5S¢ occupetion troops

®
‘Denese Governrcent Scer's to intend to vrest a
nurber opf concessions fropy the Fren

ch Colonial adninistra-
tion through locel nilitnry'authorities. Only ofter the

creation of a fajt accorpli will forrep Foreign Minister
YOSHIZAWA, apparently slated fop handling questions
to Indo-China, leave

relating
for Saizon, T understangd that this
Will not natelializo before Ehe beginning of Noverber

earance of »

v her:; 1s afraid of diminishing
the econonie utilization of the country in case of an open
1

nial adminis.

The Deputy Foreign
he rice quota,amounting to 700,000

d this year, was secured on the
‘sreenent coneluded by MATSUOKA,
however, hoped tha




DOC. NOO 4065.5
owing to better prospects for the harvest,

Page 4

The Foreign Ministry denied thot there had beén a
Japanese-Siamese argument In the Border Cornmission con-
cerning the supervision of the denilitarized zone, The

Border Cormission was only just starting out on its tasks.
Identical telegram to Saigon,

OIT

CERTIFICATE

I, ULRICH STRAUS hereby certify that I an thoroughly
conversant with %he German and English languages, and
as a result of the corparison between the Gerrman and the

English texts, I have established that this is a true

and correct translation of International Prosccution Docu-
nent No, 4065B,

/s/__ UIRICH STRAUS
—itdUi OLhaUS -

DOC. NO. 4065B
Page 4
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TELEG
(Secret Cipher Process) To be kept in locked file. MOST URGEN] ;3_
Tokyo, 4 October 1941 2,575 .
Arrival: 4 October 1941 1325 hours. B

No. 1974, of 4 October. n}f
For the German Foreign Minister.
Res Telegraphic report of 2 Cutober, No. 1960 with Pol. VIII

NOTE: Sent on to Special Train urnder No. 3351, Tel. Ktr.
4 QOctober 1941.

As I have stated in my last report, the Japanese-American.
negotiations seem to be without result, unless the United States
fundamentally changes her attitude “owards the Chinsse question
which they will find difficult to do. However, even after the
breakdown of the ncgutia*ions, therz remains in JAPAN, a certaln
sense of uncertainty a: %o whzt policy should be ad0p%od in
JAPAN., For the first sime in her nistory JAPAN feels herself
physically isolated and surrounded by enemies, In a spirit vy
optimism and jingoism she has tested her forces on militarily
inferior CHINA; now she is undecr the imoression, desplte bril-
liant individual successes, that she cannot successfully ter-
minate this conflict by.miiitary means. Even more than this
feeling prevailing within the country, the long drawn out ser-
vice behind the front /Efappendienst/ has probably impaired the
Japanese punch and readiness for sacrifices. One cannot help
feeling that the mobilization, begun in July, has enhanced the
sense of weakness by bringing to light the nunerous gconomic
and material deficiencies.

In spite of this, the realization has increased during
the last weeks that by a policr of mere wait and see, the goals
of JAPAN will nct be furtherad, nor will her continued existence
be secured. As a result of a careful soundlng out of the Arny
leaders (Minister for War, Cnief of General Staff, Head of the
Political Section and of {ne Section for Foreign Armies) the 23
following picture of their ways of thinking is arrived at. R -

(The inherent aim of the Tripartite Pact 1s to bring
about a new distribution of power in EUROPE and the
Far Tast by overpowering the British Empire. Keeping
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/L TRIC. at bay and elininating the SOVIECT UNION could
only be mere means to this end.)

Now that Germany has begun the fight with the SOVIET UNION
and hascarried it through militarily succesful to a great extent
the important thing is to reestablish the connectlon of the
powers of the Tripartite Pact through SIBERIA as soon as possi-
ble. and to concentrate the entire energy on fighting ENGLAND
in the Middle and Far East as well as on the British Isles.
Operations in European RUSSI. had demonstrated that the armies
of the SOVIET UNION have suffered defcat but that the political
collapse of the regime dces nct cutcmatically follow, (Japan's
waging of a war against the Far Dastern Army, still considered
as being in fighting tiim, is not feasible before next spring
unless a moral coilapse of the ze;ime comes about. The tenaclty
displayed by the SCVILT UNION against GERMANY indicates that not
even by a Japanese attack in Auguist or Septenmber could the route
via SIBERIA be opened up this yezr)., There are two ways of
reaching this objective in “he future: either by exploiting the
considerable weakenineg of the SCVIET regime to be expected after
the occupation of MOSCOV,to induce the remainder of RUSSIA To
freely cooperate in this. FATAN ~culd contribute even in winter
by bringing pressure ir b2ar upon RUSSIAN supplles ITon the Far
East at the appropriniz time; the other way would be to attack
SIBERIA fron west ani cast during next spring for which JAPAN
would then be in a position/to do this/ desplte having the
CHINA conflict on her hands. Ia that case, however, huge arcas
would have to be traversed and common operations wculd not be
gasy, so that even in this case a political soclution would be

called for after some time,

Military actions by JAPAN againsw the Anglo-SaXon position
in the South are independent of che tinme of year. It 1s to be
endeavored to link /them/ up with a German drive against the
Anglo-Saxon position in the Middle East, although there is no
absolute necessity to wait /icr it/. However, victory over the
British Empire would be coupletce only whea cut actions Irom
both sides would collapse the Indian position.

With the request for confidential, one group seeus 1O be
missing, I am stating the reuarks as tiaey werc made to me by
the War Minister in the preserce of the Chief of the General
Staff. In their frank peculiarity they clearly show the atti-
tude taken by the leadership towards a campalgn against RUSSIA.
The rerarks reveal also that the plans directed against the
South, which chiefly have to be executed by the Navy, are not




far as the Army ic concerned, the calculations which have
been made are superficial, and that the state of preparations

~does not guaranteec the success cf a2 southward push beyond ini-
tial conquests. 1In French...)one group garbled)...only a few
military establishments have veen set up thus far, according
to concordant information. The relatively little outfitting

of the troops with modern material, the length of the lines of
communications, but most of all the feeling of having no unified
energetic leadership deprives the Japane

se fighting rorces of
the assurance which 1s essential to suce

€cs. It 1is therefor to
be supposed that the present government will further try to
put off a southern d-ive.

The activation of JAFAN in

the sense of the Tripartite
Pact can most easily be broughg

about by demonstrating to her

possibllity of operations hav-
ing a tangible common goal (passage through SIBERIA orp a com=

bined attack in the Middlc Eas* °r the Far East). A long-dis-
tance flight from the Russian Ircd Lo MANCHULI as soon as this
1s technically possible, would propvably make a deep impression
here. Considering the fﬁrmalistic character of the Japanese,

I would like to suggest agzin that due consideration be given
to whether after adequate preparations the attempt should not
be made to entrust the commission, stipulated by the Tripartite
Pact at the request of the Japancse, with the deliberation of
common, military% economic and poliéical tasks. The feeling

consulted distressecs circles which are other-

wise ready to cooperate andg hits them on their weakest spot,
their self-esteem,

In the foregoing statements of the Army

tion was made of an Ameriecan participation in

able to find out that in miiitary considerations they werc agl-

nost completely setting aside or ignorine the possible inter-~

_ y Walle always referring to the
British Empire as the ereny. Joubtlessly this is partly due

to the desire to Keep secret whiat is going on in the none too
Pleasant course of Japanese-Anerican negotiations. But even
stronger is the often reported atsvistic fear of getting en-
tangled in a conflict with the UNITED STATES. the end of which
can perhaps not be foreseen. The Japanese Governnment /Staats-
fvenng/ wants to embark on such a conflict only if worst comes
to worst and wants to decide the time itself; at least help

1n deciding upon it. This not only chimes in with the charac-
ter of the Japanese but also with the point of view of the
Japanese Government of whether an attack in the sense of Arti-
cle Three of the Pact is in question, must be decided through

leaders, no men-
the war. I was

R S = T N L A e ] TN
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common consultation by the Three Powers. I call tc mind that
Foreign Minister MATSUOKA had insisted on a concrete fixing of
this already at the negotiaticns over the Tripartite Pact,
conducted here with Ambassador STAEMER as negotiations chairman
and myself,

The feeling that a conflict with the United States will
not be avoided is gaining for us, however, it is of the greatest
importance that JAPAN should take part in deciding as to when
it is to bec mutually waged.

I need not spccially mention that I have argued along the
1ines indicated bv my instructions and by an utterance regula-
tion /Sprachregelung/ issued in BERLIN concerning the further
prosecution of the fight agauinst che SOVIET UNION, as well as
the military and political wezknecss of the Anglo-Saxonse. How-
ever, in view of the existing ratio of strength within JAPAN
we have at present tc reckon with the attitude described above
the more so since the opinions of the Navy are identical by and
large, with the utterances oi' the Army leeders.

I shall next report on the attitudc cf the political cir-
cles.

OTT

Certificate:

I, Ulrich Straus, hercby certify that I am thoroughly conversant
with the Gernen ané English larguagcs, and as a result of the
comparison between the German ani the Enplish texts, I have
established that this is a true and correct translation of

International Prosecution Dozurent No, 4065A-

/s/ _Ulirich A, Straus

| — ;hl “ *I oW A —



AFFIDAVIT

Iy, W. F. Cumming, being first duly sworn on oath, depose and say:

l. That I am an Attache of the United States Department of
State on the Staff of the United States Folitical Adviser on Ger-
man Affairsy and as such I am a representative of the 0ffice of
Military Government for Germany (U.S.). That in my capacity as

above set forthy 1 have in my possession, custody, and contro; at
the Berlin Documents Center, Berlin, Germany, the original cap- {
tured German Foreign COffice files zngd archives, b,

FrYiasae K0 ahdiies

%

e T

2. That said original Foreign Office files and archives ‘
were captured and obtained by military forces under the command of |

the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Forces, and upon their

selzure and capture were first assembled by said military forces

at a Military Document Center at Marburg, Germany, and were later
- moved by authorized personnel of said Allied forces to said cene

tral documents center, above referred to, and known as the Berlin
Documents Center, |

i asihe b o) odlhy

3. That I was assigned to said document center at Marburg,
Germany, on August 15, 1945; and saig captured German Foreign
OfTice files and archives first came into my possession and con-
trol while I was stationed at Marburg, Germany, and that there-

al'ter the same have continued in my possession and custody and
under my control.

wad B "‘.“*l l"—"*r#l"

. 4. That the document to which this affidavit is attached

1s a true and correct photostatic copy of an original German
Foreign 0ffice document which was captured from said German Foreign
Office files and archives, and which came into my possession and
custody ord under my ceontrol in the manner above set forth,

5. That said original document, of which the attached is
a 'photostatic copy, is being held and retained by me in order
that it may be examined and inspected by various interecsted
agencies, and a photostatic copy of said original is hereby furn-

lshed and certified to because of the unavallability of said
original for the reasons above set forth.

s/ W. P, Cumming
Wi. P. CUMMING

,, Subscribed and sworn to before me this 23rd day of April 1946,

.....
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IWIOHAL PROSECUTION SECTION
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» 1946
19 Sept.

TO: DUFLTCATION CONTROL

Lttached is Documeat Mo, P . .
: g ¥ — Yaramenko b

Arrenge for reproduction of copiles in Euglish ernd

108 copies in Japansce as follows:

Eag 87! If any questions concernisg this tramslation please see
LIt, Streuss An $ranmslation and beat his head dut good,.!

Ous cersificate at end also.

(NOTE: DO NCT PEMOVE FROM ATTACHTD MATERTAL)
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AFFIDAVIT

‘.‘_-

I, We F. Cunming, being first duly sworn on oath,ldepose and say:

l. That I am an Attache of the United States Department of
State on the Staff of the United States Folitical Adviser on Ger-
man Affairs, and as such I am a representative of the 0ffice of
Military Government for Germany (U.S.). That in my capacity as
above set forth, 1 have in my possessicn, custody, and control at
the Berlin Documents Center, Berlin, Germany, the original cap-
tured German Foreign Cffice files a2nd archives.

2. That said original Foreign Office files and archives
were captured and obtained by military forces under the command of
the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Forces, and upon their
selzure and capture were first assembled by said military forces
at a Military Document Center at Marburg, Germany, and were later
moved by authorized personnel of said Allied forces to said cene-

tral documents center, above referred to, and known as the Berlin
Documents Center,

3. That I was assigned to said document center at Marburg,
Germany, on August 15, 1945; and said captured German Foreign
Office files and archives first came into my possession and con-
trol while 1 was statiened at Marburg, Germany, and that there-

after the same have continued in my possession and custody and
under my control.

4, That the document to which this affidavit is attached
is a frue and correct photostatic copy of an original German
Forelgn Office document which was captured from said German Foreign
ffice files and archives, and which came into my possession and
custody 2rd under my ccntrol in the manner above set forth.

5« That said original dccument, of which the attached is
8 photostatic copy, is being held and retzined by me in order
that it may be examined and inspected by various interecsted
agencies, and a photostatic coupy of said original is hereby furn-
ished and certified to because of the unavailability of said
original for the reasons zbove set forth.

S/__W. P. Cummin

“W. P. CUMMING

e ——

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 23rd day of April 1946,

g e

s/ G. H. Garde

- G. H. GARDE

Lt., Colonel, AGD
Acting Adjutant General

OFFICE OF MILITARY
GCVERNMLUNT FOR GERMANY (U.S.)
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Doc. No, 4065B | Page 1
TELEGRAM (Code Clerk)
PARIS, German Arnistice Commission for Economic Affairs,

1l Oct 1941 - 2100 hours
arrival: 1 October 1941 - 2300 hours

Economic Delegation No. 467 of 1 October 1941
Re. Telegram No, 152 of 22 Septerber 1941, Ea Pol 6075 gl11
Re. Interin Report on Indo-Chinese rubber; Japan/U.S.A.

Negotlations have been conducted with the French cdele-
gation, presided over by DE BOISANGER, in line with orders
as in the above telegram., At the outset DE BOISANGER ex-
pressly confirmed the order, reported by me in telegran
No., 454 of 22 Septerber 1941, to the Governor-General of

ndo-China. to release the 5,000 tons which the Jepanese
Eag rgquesteg for Septemberz He then stated theprequest

of his government for German support of the French efforts
to obtain Japanese approval for delivery of 5,000 tons to
the U.S.A.

Indo-China urgently necded the proceeds fror such szles
for buying vital goods obtsinzble nowhere else, &nd declared
in answer t8-a question fron the Gerren side, that in payment
of the said goods the U.S.A. would neither unfreceze French
blocked accounts nor accept Martinioue gold,

French request was turned dovn as not in accord with
instructions. Concerning our dermand which was presented
in the session, DE BOISANGER replied to me yesterday on be-
half of his government thet it apprecizted the Gernan atti-

tude and would take the Gerran goint of view into considera-
tion during the pending negotiations with Japan. He was

not authorized to give a rore axtended declaration. &
pointed out to him again theat the Gerren request was urgent

and again brought forth thst not only the Jo cnese, but also
the German Governrment would not countenance furthen export

of raw rubber fror: Indo-China to the U.S.A.

The Gerren Commissioner, JEHLE, has by now left for
Berlin, He suggested that at the French delegation, an
additional release of 5,000 tons,as requested by Ja an,
first of 211 for October, be secured, Ve are continuing

to urgently attend to the matter and rnay further report on
i |y i
HEMMEN
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Page 1
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Doc. No. 4065B
TELEGRAM (Open)

PARIS - 6 October 1941 - 2045 .
Arrival,6 October 1941 - 2330

No, 3031 of 6 October 1941

State Secretarig BENOIST-MECHIN, today revealed during
a conversation, that considerable difficulties with Japan
are occurring dalily in Indo-China, while Japan, apart fron
a few exceptlons, observes the Treaty's nilitary provisions.
she 1s violating France's economnic and political sovereignty
riore and rore,

At the time, Darlan had,in the Vichy Cabinet, personell
and very strongly supported the solution sought by Japan
with Indo-China since he feared that a different policy
would furnish the Anglo-Saxon fighting forces with a pre-
text for interference and besides he desired to establish
good relations with a state that had signed the Tri-partite
Pact,

Owing to the aggressive behavior of the Jepanese

against France's soverelgnty in Indo-China, doubts have
been expressed within the French Governnent as to whether

Darlan's conception was right; furtherrore a stiffening
on the part of the adversaries of his policy anong French

?ilitgry and adninistrative circles in Indo-China is to be
eared.,

I was receptive in regard to Benolst-Mechin's informa-
;1§¥, the aim of which evidently was Gerran intervention in
okyo.
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Secret State metter - to be kept in locked file.
IELFGRAM
(Secret Cipher Process)

TOKYO, 15 October 1941 - 0600 hours
Arrival," i it 1520;"

No. 2095 of 14 Octcber
Re, Telegraohic orders detel & October, No., .775 - Pol II

Observations here confirm the description of condi-
tions as reported to Berlin fror Saigon by Councillor of

Legation, Neumann Quring the last few dcys. As was to be
expected, the occupation of irdo-Chinz ¢id not proceed
without friction,

I heard fron the Foreign Ministry thet there are
nunerous points In dispute concurning the interpretation
of the defense mreement., The controversy concerns the
treatnent of the Chungking-sppointed Chinese consul, the
handing over of certain alrplanes, the seizure of quarters
ond goods, anti-French propsganda disseminsted by the
Japanese arny among the native population, o2nd so on.

The French ambassador has lodgéd a nunber of protests,

and has pressed hard the rcrnovecl of natters of corplaint,
The Jepanese governnment intends to increase the occupation

forces, at present being 25,0004 according to a report from

Saigon, to 40,000, T was assured br the Forelgn Ministry
that the French-~Japancse agreencnt does not provide for a
naxirun lirit for Japanese occupetion troops.,

The Jepenese Governnent seerns to intend to vrest a
nurber of concessions from the French Colonial adninistra-
tion through locel nilitary suthorities, Only cfter the
creation of 2 fait accorpli will forner Foreign Minister

YOSHIZAWA, apparentlv slated for handling questions relating

to_Indo-China, leave for Saizon, -~ understand that this
will not neterializc before The beginning of Nbvenger.

I an under the impression thet both parties will not
let it come to an open conflict, The Jepanese government
1s endeavoring to keep up the outward appearance of a

defense alliance and, furthernore, is afraid of diminishing

the economic utilization of the country in case of an open
clash, through passive resistence of the colonial adnminis-
tration cnd the native population, The Deputy Foreign
Minister told re thet the rice quotayanounting to 700,000
tons end urgently needed this year, was secured on the
strength of the agreement concludeé by MATSUOKA, It 1s,

however, hoped that even greater quantities will be obtained
QOC‘.‘*HO e 4065B
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owing to better prospects for the harvest.

The Foreign Ministry denied that there had been a
Japanese-Siamese argument in the Border Cormission con-
cerning the supervision of the demilitarized zone, The
Border Commission was only just starting out on its tasks.
Identical telegram to Saigon.
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