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(c) Report No.

RESTRICHD
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%4

(Reclassify when

filled out)

‘fl,..,_ ;r 'H’ ..'l- | “
ot LR Tl

2

(a) Unit Reporting __ YE{H j=B3

(e) Mission

| ¥ (Zone);

Lat._259150% Long

Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

141°300%

(f) Time of Return_ggypse % (Zone)
# Hesne tine, 0ee narrablive,

NUMBER
TYPE SQUADRON BOMBS AND TORPEDOES FUZE. SETTING
TAC',(F'PG ENEMY A7 o CARRIED (PER PLANE) '
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
3
FOE=5N 4 Hone -—
[Il. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.
TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE SOUADRON | NUMBER BASE

FOF-5 VP53 S .
TR vum.sj[ 1

IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)

TYPE NO. NO ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED; CAMOUFLAGE AND

OBSERVED OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
neke 1 | R A TR P , .L:u 362 Jbsum.i.
1734 i) jlone (See narrative) _ 15t)
M W 3 it % i i of a3 i3
Judy 1 1 1830 B, ) | d i sl
(ZONE) ) " o 2
4 & ¥ 8 %, e ..ﬁ" ....‘ ,* 9 1_ £ ‘“ 9. 3 B

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission (s)

Did Any Part of
Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?_ﬁ?

Time of Day and Brilliance
(j) of Sun or Moon

u“* loud cover was progent, oal
If so, Describe Clouds §n thesa aneousterss s

(1)

OR NO)

~1k) VisibiliTyw’#_ ey

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By _Q_wn_ Aircraft Listed in {l Only).
(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: _ i M e o te) DAm})\ o
ENEI«YYPEA/Q TYPE A/C SOUADRON _ PILOT OR GUT\.NER ) T __GUNS USED WHERE RIT, AN__GLE_ - CLAIMED
- *m -
, B o
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OPNAV-16-V-#S37

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

RESTHRECHED
Form ACA-1 (Reclassify when
Sheet 2 of 5 filled out)
s @ o
REPORT No. &
VI LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).
‘a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C WHERE HIT, ANGLE (L
TYPEOWN A/C | SQUADRON TYPE GUN, O-FE OPERATIONAL CAUSE self-sealing tanks, equ;pll'rs;gne’;trrﬂ?{s (Give BEti(rTeSLIJ\I zer%Fl nLuCr?r?l:?erooI? :3;?2? ((jai.?ESITI'OVEd)
2 oy j ¢ 4
3 Iwmmwg aadmagedaﬁtabejetum
4 BIAKTH Ix.biumt mt. of fox 16 required entire new
6
7
- 8
o
10
11
12
13
14
VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
BEeme
VIIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING
(3) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL . NO. OF PLANES
A/C ouT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING
peeatl | - | - [3-3/4 S0 gal| = Moe | = | - | &
% S¢@ note below,
IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over x
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm =
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6 5mm-13.2mm =

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB, In the firet encounter, with the Zeke, the engagement was so brief and the -
2t various altitudes | oneny aireraft failed so completely to take evasive action or to make an of-

TURNS foensive .o chat comparison is futile., In the engagement with the Judy,
DIVES it also took mo offensive and little evasive action, The F6F-5H using var
CEILINGS fmergoency Vower overtook the Judy rapldly. Doth Jupanese aireraft burned
NG quite readily when hit. Ome pilot observed .50 eal., bulletes ricocheting from
B v RN I S0 5T Sy YA he shiulinted 4 semr soviestien.

* Hote to para. VIII - (See attached sheet).
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OPNAV- 16-V-#537

bl AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT e
e s - SEGRET
of . . REPORT No. -

Xli. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and.comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

ENGA&MENT wiTH ENEMY| following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)
ko Fourteen FOF-5H airerait of VF(N)-53 were scheduled for launch fios
o | USS SARATOGA at 1700 om 21 Pebruary 1945. OFf these, twelve were t0 proe

ipep?dcicmacncs vide dusk Target Combadl Adr Fatrol over Imo Jima, and two were to provide
Uge of Cover, Deception Cduske Conbat iy Petrel over Task GW 520201}3 of which the ﬂ% wae in
A'n%ee?roéf}:ggﬁcﬁnzgsd | USS SARATOGA, Leunch was expedited because of bogeys approcching from

; iﬁ;smrt.h, and the first plane was airborne at 1653, the fourteenth st
re

‘Distance of Opening Fire
Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT * _ | '
Matkod ;Pffcaﬂng‘ Bicare 48 rapidly as the plance became alrborme they wore glven vecters by

Disposition SARATOGA C,1.C. (Beavor base) both to attenpt Intoresption and to get

?égﬁfes then Deyond zun mﬁ of the Task (roup, without walting for join-up,

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses

Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own

It had been planned that the Target Combab Alr Patrol would fly in three
four-plane divislions, operating to all intents and jurposes ass a day
patrol. As it developed, the fourteem planes initially joined uwp as
one foureplane ddvision and five two-plane seetionn., A% 1703 the first
Japanese sulecide plane struck US3 SARATOGA, and several hite were suse

| tained in rapid succession, one near the port catapault. 25 a consequence
| odd further atieampbs at launching plsnss were abandoned, '

", Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own . e  masamads o b o _ |
,, Sy i in the initial phase of the attack, no contacts with enemy planes

Flexible Gunnery, Own

Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar

Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

were made by any alreraft of VWW(N)-53. This was probably asttributable
to the confusion imcident to the ekpedited launmch, the presecnce of an
almost solid high overcast and of a broken lower cover ab 2500 to 3000
feet, and the lack of time to attaln station and an adeguats picture

| of the situation,
ATTACK ‘ ]

OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target

The attack om USS SARATUGA continued intermittently for over two

Altitudes, Speeds
‘ Approach

Dive

Pull-Qut
Dive Angle
. Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

hours. Daring the entire period they were sirborne, the fourteen pllots
of this squadron saw no alreraft known or belioved by them to be Jap-

| cmese, excapt for the Zeke and the Judy to which relerence is hereine

| after specifically made, and except alse for planes soen in progess of
boing shot domn by anti-alrerafd. The latter were all et a distance
bayond visual fdemtification, with the exceplion of a Betity observed

oy Licutenont Denbp-iilkes and insign Vall. They were closing the

Botiy from e considerable distance astern, as it closed the Task Group,
whan 1t wos emploded by anti-eircraft firs, The Betly appoared not to
b msnned cxoepd for the pllot's enclosure, leading to the inference thad

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of

it may bave been a sulelde plame. It hes proven ispocsible to assess
jllot's accounte as to mumber of eneamy aircraft destroyed by antie-
alreralt with sufficlent accuragy to jJustily a conciusian.

- &b approxciedely 1730, or one half hour aft o the indtial attack,
E ey L beges a four-plane division led by Lieutemant Y, . leinhardt with It.(Jjg)
Fuzing ‘ Charles W, Home on his wing, of which the seccnd section comprised

Strafing Tactics W e e Lochran and W Jde He Ehrlw, Snide -!}.m eanbact m

Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance

Photography ; B . .
Briefing At this time the VP(li) were st sbout 3500 fost, 25 miles north of base,.
°’,ﬁ,“‘f£ﬂ"‘ flying a vector which had been given by Beaver base. Li.{Jz) Homme '
irobee . palled up end arcund to sterbosrd to get om the Zeke,
Rendezvous _ ae still had & defleclion shot, and
: Commutn ;giionslps , |

Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

———
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SECRET

action, The Zeke was followed tarough the low overcast, whlch was at
2500 to 3000 feet, by Lt.(Jz) Horne snd =nsign Coehran, also by

k.(Jg) Enight, who hed been Llying about four miles away when the
contact was called, The right Wing was observed to explods below the
overcast, and the plane hit tho water » further exploded, and continued
to burn on the watsyr, ITts destruction is confirmed by four pilots other
than It.(Jg) Horne, ineluding Li.( Jg) Rnight and insign Cochran,

At approximately 1830, It., Reinhardt's division made a second visual
contact., AL this time the divicion personnel was considerably changed.
Lt.(Jg) Horne =nd fnsign Cochran had become separated from the others
following the engagement with the Leke, Ensign Kellenbeck was flying
wing on Lt. Helnhsrdt, and Gnsign durley was lsading the second section
with fnsign Skreba on his wing, Kellenbeck and Skrebas having joined up
during or Just aftor the destruction of ~he deke, Flying & vector given
by Beaver base, st angalas T, about 30 miles northeast of base s Lhe dlvigion
observed & Jepaness airceraft » dater ldentificd by all pilots so 2 radisle
engine Judy, approaching slizhtly Lo POTL on reciprocal course at sbout the
Same altitude., The first esction of Li. ioinhardt and inglign Kellenbeek
immediately pulled around to port, into the Jap, The Judy made no offensive
move, and its only evasive action constituted Commencement o & gradual
dive for the water, #ith Zar Lnergency Power Lhe FOF-Sls overtook it rapide
ly. lessrs. Relnhardt and Kellenbsek opened fire out of range, observed
thedr error, and held fire waile clos g %o about 1200 Ieet. They reopened
fire at about 20° deflection » oub Ensign Kellsanbeck had a runavay starboard
gun, and found his leadsr close to his line of fire, so discontinued,

Lbe Heinhardt comtinued to fire., Bullets wepe observed to sirike the fusce
lage near the cockpit » &nd also Lhe st rbosrd wing. The tin of the wing
blew off, and the engine commenced to ourn. The Judy steepsnsd its dive

te 60“, and conbinued diving uncil it struck tie water ani. exploded simul-
taneously,

Bo return fire was encountered, and the pilote believe there was no
rear seal gunner in the Japansse plane,

Une pllot distinectly observed the Japanese pllot lying desd on the
water, blown from the plane, with a parachute streamed out behind hime. The
same pilot commented on bullets seen to ricochel from the ares of the cocke
pit, which he attributed to armor plate, lnsigns Kellenbeck and Hurley
confirm the destruction of the aireraft,

At no time during either interception waes airborne radap gear usoed,
‘ essentially day-time interceptions,
time of the second, HNeither anemy

these instances took advantage of eveilable ecloud coOver,




SECRET

21l of the fourt en pllots of thils squadron who were airborne ¢ uring
the atback were ultimately recovered without serious injury. The fact that
the Y5 on USS SARATOCA had been bt out of conmission oy shrammel, unknow
to SARATOGY: C.I.C., and th: fact that USS SARATOGA was unable to land planes
until 2040 because of battles d amase, complicated recovery of .lanes,

IS W. C. Heinhardt, I t.(3g) J. ®. Cole, ins., J. F., Sowar =nd s, V., A, Eel~
lenbeck landed wilthout misha P oon USS RUDYARD BAY between Q00 and 2057,

e Co Danby~idllkes, Lt Jg) C. W, Horns, ins., Skreba, :ns. well and

9. Hariey all landed on USS MARIN ISLARD. Those landin g6 were vitiout
mishap until the last, by ins. iall. Unable to lower iis tail hook s he made
an em: x*g ey landing, crashed, and destroyed his own plane and one of the
other FOF-5ls, and damaged a thdrd. He did not sustain sarious injuries,

The remaining five pilots, Lt.(Jg) C. /. EKnight, 1t.{Jz) C. . Jarban,
Lte(Jg) Ve Lo Cloites, uns, H. C. Palmatler and Lns. Ge e GoGhran, were
landed aboard U248 SARATOGA without mishap bebwoen 2042 and 2102,

These Inurteen Vi{l) were launched so sho riudy beiore the impact of the
anitial enemy attack that Liey were wholly ineffeciual to imercept it or
break it up. A major lmmediate concern was to get them outside of the EOT
fire range of thelr own base, Therealter » batllc damage to Lhelr base both
directly impeded fighter dirsctor control over them, and lsd to confusion
which rendered control less effective, iHad thc sane number of planes boen
launched ia time to permit thoir attaining station under fightor dirsctor
conbrol, it is believed they wmight have broken up the cnem. abback or Pow
duced substantially its effoctiveness,

The indtial ememy atiback wes well concedved, well executed s @nd whether
Oy chance or deslgn, well timod Lo arrive at the exact momsnt most awiward
from the viewpoint of friendly forces., Oloud cover was used by the enemy
Lo good advantage, and interception by ne of the tw ssctions of SN
{ighters alrborne was missed on one vector by reason of this eloud cover
(see U5 SARATUCA action report,). Although use of VF(N) for dusk CAP is
presumably dictated primarily by ths fact that a portion of the flight,
including landing, is in darkness, it is intoresting to speculate whether
under cloud conditions encountered in this instance Vi i)y properly stationed
in time, might not have been more eoffective in achieving contact,

in several instances, particularly after dark s blanes inadvertantly
aprroacaed oo neasr o or actually flew over friendly forces s and were taken
under fire, Fortunately no casualties ocourred,

ibe Reinhardt, Lt. Denby-illkes, insign Hurley and n:igm Kellenbeck
have been returned to this squadron, snd together with the five pillots who
pancaked on USS SLATOGA have been interrogated at lemgbh. 1%.(jz) Cole s
I%.(Jg) Horne, fnsign Skreba, insign Sowar and Znsign iall have not been
returned to the squadron and it is now understood that they may be ree
asgigned in iLhe forsard area without return,
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ARMAMENT
Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices

Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
|\FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures -

PROTECTION

Armor; Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection

Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUlPMENT

Parachutes

Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts

Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
. Compasses

Driftsights =

Octants

Automatic Pilots
Charts

Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe

Control Surfaces

Control System

Dive Flaps

Landing Gear

Heating System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT

Engines
Engine Accessories
Propellers

Lubricating System
Starters
Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
Auxiliary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE

BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY':

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

(Reclassify when
filled out)

i MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or sur’rabnh’ry, following check list at Ieft

REPORT No %

Use additional sheets if necessary).
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1isul,, Commanding.

RANK AND DUTY-
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DATE

SIGNATU
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