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PREFACE.

P
S————

Lr may, without much risk of error, be ‘as-
sumed, that few persons unconnected with
t1'%e military professien, possess any clear and
Hstinet ideas refpecfing the situation of an
officér on his being taken prisoner, ot the
hardships he usually encounters during his
removal from one pla.ce to another, and l}is
residence i that within the limits of which
he is finally confined. I am, .ther('f'or y, of
opinion, that the communication of an au-
thentic and artless relation of"what has ac-
tually occurred in such a situation, will be
received with satisfaction by a great number’
of rcaders. Sugh a genuine and sigple nar-
vative is that in which my son has given an
accomt of the advehtures which befel him-
self, and his unfortunate cgmpanions, made
prisoners by-the French. He nfay, perhaps,
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have delivered many opinions that are erro-
neous—-prondunced many judgihents that are
immature ; but as, on the whole, I am sure
he has always spoken from his heart, I have
not thought myself at liberty to alter any of
his sentiments. .

I have also heen ind.n(-cd to (-o.mmi,!-: ‘he
following @ages to thegpresg, by the anxio s
desire of the young mun, to offer through
their medium sincere and public thanks to
his benefactors. In that expression of gra-

txtude his father warnfly joins.

A. VON KOTZEBUF

Koningsberg;,
May, 9, 18}5.



THE

RUSSIAN PRISONER OF WAR

AMONG

THE FRENCH.

CHAPTER L
My Capture.
Tur corps of Count von Wittgenstein, to
which I belonged, had halted before Polotzk.
On the 10th of August (O. 8.), 1812, the ad-
vanced guard, under General Wlastoff, occu-
pied, in position, the little toan of Belo,
about a mile and a halt* from Polotzk. I
was the only officer of the general staff, at

that time, with the advanced guard, as my

* 1n the distances, German®miles are always to be un-
i .
derstood, unless some other measure be expressed. The

German mile is equal to about five English miles.—T.



brother was sick. About a mile and a quar-
ter distant, on our left Wing, lay a wood,
which it was necessary to reconnoitre, as it
extended towards Polotzk, which the enemy
possessed. Unfortunately, I learned ton late
that this woad covered a road which afforded
an excellent communication. .
We had been obliged to sustain an action,
and the whole corps, still 1atigued, was rest-
ing.. I resolved, therefore, to go alonc into
the wood, and ‘explore it as far as I could by
mysclf. I rode a’ considerable way into it.
As I proceeded, I discovered a pretty good
road, which, the farther I advanced, still ap-
peared to become better ; and upon which 1
could discover no recent traces either of
“horses® feet, or carriage wheels. Emboldened
by this last circumstance, I moved gradually
onward, and discovered a village. It was si-
tuated in a sort of hollow, which enabled me
casily to survey it. I could sec ‘nobody, but
I was unwilling to return with my purpose
unaccomplishied. I therefore rdde straight



into the village, stopped opposite to the first
lhouse ; when, after long and loud calling, a
peasant came forth.  On asking him whether
therc were any French there, hie replied that
he had scen none.  Indeed 1 could Vot but
believe the fellow, as he still had a wretched
coat on hig back, and.l heard geese cackling
in ¢he yard—things ned usually fouad where
the Fyeuch have halted.  Such sounds were
then pleasing; for men whe during long
marches have passed through only ruined and
desolate villages, withmiitsperceiving the trace
of a living being, feel an indeseribable satis-
faction on hearing cven a dog bhark.

In reply to my questions, the peasant,
among other things, informed me, that a very
good road led from the village to Polotzk,
and communicated, about half a mile farther
on, with th(, Itighway, along which our army
had retired Llu ce dqu-bo['ore [ immediately
determined on procecding thither, in order
to sketch the situation of the rgad; intend-
ing, on my return, to make a report to the

B2
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general, and to recommend the occupation of
the village. This operation appeared to me,
in the first place, calculated to protect our
left flank from a surprise, which, as I after-
wards tearnt, was meditated by the entmy;
and secondl)‘r, as the village was situated in
the rear of the enemy’s outposts, they mijght
conscqueptly have bgc'n .‘surrounaed ungb-
served.  Such were the fine projects I pic-
tured to myself whilst I was drawing, and by
which, on their aceomplishment, I hoped to
ebtain credit. .

I had, however, scarcely finished my sketch,
when about, twenty of the enemy’s cavalry
suddenly rushed upon me from the village.
Although I have witnessed many a hard-
fought battle, 1 must confess that terror never
“so completely took possession of me as at
that mement. 1 soon, however, perceived
that my assailants were Uhlans$ and, from
their irregular manner of ridiué;, I concluded
that they were not accompanied by any offi-

cer. To think of opposing twenty Uhlans
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would have been madness, and yet I was uns
willing to, surrender myself to such a disor-
derly party. I therefore spurred my horse,
and ,(;'alloped off at full speed. As’m)'r!‘pursu-
ers rendered my return impract.icablc, I was
compelled to go dirc‘ctl y towards the enemy’s
pawsition ; I hoped, however, cither to escape
by some half miracle, or at least to reach one
of the enemy’s strong pickets, whose officer
would protect me from ill ¢éreatment.
Scarcely had I turted, when the Uhlams
fired several shots, one of which grazed the
belly of my horse. He was before much
swifter than the Uhlan horses, but the irrita-
tiom of the wound increased hisapecd to such
a degree, that I soon left my pursiders at a
considerable distance behind me. I had now
reason to fewr that they would put 1o bounds
to their razge should.they evertake me, and
» therefore more camcstl'y wished to fall into
other hands. Had the wood not been so
thick, I might, perhaps, have escaped through
it; but those who havé secn the close growth



6

of the Russian forests, and have observed the
manner in which all the passages are genc-
rally filled up with felled trees, well know
that thoy are almost as impenetrable as walls,
Perhaps, had T had time to deliberate, I might
have abandoned my horse, and endeavoured
to have concealed mysplf' among the trees, at
the risk of starving, or being shot by the first
man who saw me. But the moment on which
a man’s fate depends is seldom that in which
his powers of reflection are most vigorous,
and I fled thus rapidly about a quarter of a
mile, without perceiving any enemy in front
of me. At length the wood became more
open, the road took a turn, and in a moment
I camesplump upon a Bavarian picket. It
would be difficult to say which party was, in
the first mstance, most alarmed-by this ren-
contre, for in spite of' iny embydidcred uni-
form and beardless chin, there was raised a
general cry,-—To arms! The Cossacks! The
Cossacks! It must indeed have appeared
probable that I was followed by a swarm of
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Cossacks, and it was impossible at first to
perceive the contrary. My hosse was seized
by the bridle, the bayonets were pqi‘nted at
me, and I stammered out the hard word—
Quaricr ! )

*The captain who gommanded this post, ap-
ploached me in m vety friendly mhnner, and
said ¢ “ Young gcr.ltleman, I feel for ,your
misfortune. But you have‘fallen into the
hands of a plain old soldiér, if that can give
you any consolation. R promise you not a’
hair of your head shall be harmed.”

This unexpected assurance, accompanied
by a shake of the hand, banished all appre-
hension of ill treatment from My mind, and I
began to reflect more coolly on the extent of
the misfortune which Imd befdllen me. As
yet no ong "had 1lOtILCd my sword; I took it
from my sicte.—It whs one’of the most pain-
ful moments of my life.—~With difficulty I
said to the captain—¢ Sir, I-have worn it
seven years, and this is the'first time”—Here

my tongue failed me. ¢ All'who bear arms,”
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replied the good old man, <« are liable to
this misfortune; and to lose your sword in
this marner is no disgrace. Were it in my
powcr: you' should still keep it.”

T wished to thank him, but was unable, so
deeply did his generous conduct move me.
I nov: consider myscl’ foriunate in havi.‘ng
this opportunity of publicly expressing my
gratitude. He perhaps has not forgotten me
—I gave him my drawing as a memorial of
me *. ‘

I heard no more of my pursuers. They
doubtless returned to the village, when they
found they had driven me on the Bavarian
picket. A corporal and two privates were
ordered ' to conduct me to head-quarters. I

again shook hands with the captain, cast a

* It is to be regretted that +he author,did not make a
memorandum of the name of this officer, or at least in-
scribed it in his memory.—Thank heaven it will be seen
in these pages that the poor prisoners often fell in with
worthy and humane m'cn, but unfortunately their names

have very often been' Jorgotten.—A. voN Korzesue.
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last sorrowful look on my poor wounded
horse, and marched off with my escort.

H¢ who has commanded troops Jhimself,
cannot casily avoid cxpcrienciyg’ a f)ainful
fecling, on being placed under the control of
common soldiers. Whilst b walked behind
thk foremost of nwy comductors, with my cyes
fixed on the gmun.d, and often buried in
thought, if' I sometimes devmted a little to
onc side, I immediately Reard from behind
me the harsh ery—RKeep in the middle ! THe -
words went to my heart.

After a march of more than £ quarter of a
mile, we came to the second post, where
there were two oflicers.  The®eldest of the
two demanded my papers. F ortunathy I had
nothing of importance about me, except a
small map of the nei_gl.lbourhoud of Polotzk,
which T deltvered. *He appeared unwilling
"to believe that I had nothink more; informed
me that I.should be very strigtly examined
at head-quarters, and.that no denial would

serve me there. 1 f‘eltAoffcmded, and said,
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¢ If you do not place confidence in my word,
you may scarch me.” I immediately began
to pull off my coat. The officers, however,
declined the_ scarch, protesting very civilly
that they had only required me to deliver up
my papers in compliance with their orders.
Arothea’ party of soldiers now took charge
of me, and I procceded on my journey.
Though we were fortunately shaded by the
thick trees of'the 4djoining forest, yet, owing
to the great heat, and my being unused to
march on foot, I was frequently on the point
of sinking w the ground. The corporal,
who perceived how fatigued I was, proposed
that I should-take a short rest, adding that he
had received orders to treat me with kind-
ness. This was a very welcome offer. My
thirst was intolerable, but in vain did we look
around us in the hope of procuring a draught
of water. The corporal had only a little
brandy, which he readily shared with me.
As I had still money about me, I offered him

some; but the brave fellow warmly expressed



11

his displeasurc it the proposal, saying that a
soldier ought to do an act of civility to ano-
ther without payment; and that as he himself
might onc day or other encountey a° iimilar
fate to mine, Heaven would reward him for
whgt he now did. Moved by this generosity,
I Jenmcdmtcl) w10tc a note in the Russn.m
language, in vxlu(,h 1 bucﬂy mentioned the
friendly scrvices he had pcrﬁ)rlpcd to me,*and
recommended him to all into whose hands he
might fall. Well did &e merit this recom;
mendation ; for the soldier who, in a moment
of distress, divides his last drop of brandy
with an unfortunate prisoner, displays in that
act gore real charity, than the rich man who
distributes hundreds to the poor.

After this refreshment, we resumed our
march, and in the course of half" anshour we
reached a smiall fortifiegr positjon about a quar-
ter of a lecague from Pt.)lotgk. Three days
before I had myself occupied it with our
troops. On a little hillock,, on \'Nhich stands
the image of a saint, prétectcc} by a covering,
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my general was then encamped, and on that
very spot, a colonel of the cnemy’s, army had
now pitched his tent: he was a venerable
looking, giay-headed man, and was scated at
a table, writing with great diligence. I was
no sooner introguced, than he rose from his
seat, and. ¢nquired my rank and name: pon
hearing the name of Kotzebue, he approached
me with a friendly air, and gave me assurance
of good trcatment. I praised what 1 had al-
ready experienced. ,He scized my hand, and
_shaking it heartily, ordered an adjutant to
conduct me to the gencral. This delicate at-
tention, so characteristic of the German war-
rior, affectedi.me deeply; and my eycs, suf-
fused v.1th tears, told the old gentleman what
my tongue wanted the power to utter.
Our way led over the field of battle, where
a few days before so. many qf ‘my valiant
countrymen had perished; where my brave
brother had his horse killed under him in
storming a convent, and found, after the ac-
tion, three balls in his mantle. Broken mus-
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kets, lances, and knapsacks, were strewed on
all sides; scattered about among them were
still numbers of wounded, the greater half of
whom, noEwithstanding their gro’ans and cries
for Ifelp, it had been impossible o }\m;love.
It was in vain to think of burying the dead.
L pmtlcu]drly remarked an unfortunate
Ruyssian near whom 1 passed a cqnnon-ball
h.:{\ bhattered his lcg-m so dreadful a manner,
that his recover y was hopcless. He appcared
to await tranquilly the approach of death.
IIalf sitting, half lying,ehis head resting upom
a stonc, and his eyes directed towards a
neighbouring church, he seemed wrapt in de- |
votion: nothing but a Russian uniform could
have awakencd his attention; e turned his
cyes towards me with an emotion of Ytisfac-
tion, and said, in a faltering tone: < Heaven
be praised! ,I see a Russian befose I dic!
Though yotl are a pmsoncr‘ you are happier
than I not because you have your limbs, but
becausc you will sce your fuends again.—Oh

God! 1 have a wife and chfldren! How
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happy should I die, could I'behold them once
again !”’—I could not long endure this painful
sight; I stretched out my hand towards him,
and reminded him of the Russian proverb : —
SACRFE AND GLORIOUS IS HIS DEATH WIHO DIES
FOR HIS COUNTRY*."

The adjutant who accompanied me, wias,
as well as =yself, much affected by this scene,
and we proceeded in silence to the house of
the general, which was in front of the town,
and distant from it a few thousand paces: it
was the same house in which Count Wittgen-
stein had a few days before established his
head-quarters; but it was now scarcely pos-
sible to recognize it; for as the last battle
had commeneed by an attack in this directson,
the nunterous discharges of artillery directed
on the head-quarters, had so shatteredv the

roof and*walls, that the whole building pre-

* T applied to the surgeon-general to obtain, if possi-
ble, some rclief for this unfortunate man; but I was as-
sured that any attempt to move him would cause his im-
mediate death.
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sented the appearance of a sieve*. In this
ruin of a house [ was received by a Bavarian
general, who, after having asked me a few
questions, sent me to General Wiede.

I had formerly known Polotzk, and egnsi-
dered it a very pleasant.city; "but I now
found it much altered: cvery house served
as a sort of breast-wotk; all the stegets were
palisadoed; and a'ledoubt was constxucted
on the beautiful promenade : instead of citi-
zens peacefully carrying on_their business, I
beheld only idle officers and hungry soldiers.
The hospital was filled with the wounded and
dying, and the air was infected ,with feetid
exhalations.

We passed through the market.place, which

» used formerly to be filled by Jews, buMwhich
now overflowed with Frenchmen. My ap-
pearance excited curiosity; many eozens,

whose approdch was armounged at the dis-

# The count had fortunatcly left the house, in order to
inspect the right wing, about a quarter of an hour before
e

the attack commenced.
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tance of ten paccs by the effluvia of brandy,
quickly surrounded me, and gagerly began to
gratify their loquacious propensities; but the
adjutant, with the words, < Here are General
Wrede's quarters,” put a sudden stop to all
interlocution.

We entered the house, and found, m an
anti-roony. a very foppishly dressed and tho-
roughly perfumed French secretary; who po-
litely offered me a pinch of snuff: 1requested
him to let me have a glass of water:—¢ Ak /
amon Dicu, monsicurS” said he, ¢ you have
only to command, and you shall have both
wine and wafer.” Upon this, he immediately
ordered some refreshment to be brought to
me. ITe then wished to satwsty his own Surio-
sity ; »-but the door opened, anl General
Wrede appeared: his manner of addressing
me was polite, though he seemed to regard
me with an air of uncommon carnecstness,
and even of sus:pici'on;

« T will go with you myself to the com-
mandant, General St. Cyr”—werc the first
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words he uttered, while taking his hat and
sword., We went'out, and, on this occasion,
place was respectfully given me on ghe street,
and all bon-mots were suppressed.

General St. Cyr had his quarters jn the Je-
suits’ convent, a fine buildiﬁg, with which 1
was well acquainted.  We soows reached the
gloorgy clonstcxs, th';ouwh which the™monks
were s'm.ntumxr like so many ghosts. Geng-
ral St. Cyr reccived me very pdlitely. His
first question was: “ I hope® you have not
been ill treated by my troeps?’ I assured
him that I had expericnced wt(ry thing the
reverse of ill treatment, and thankfufly related
what had occurred.  General Wrede now
turned o me, and said: T undetstand you
have not been searched. You will, theretdre,
fay all your papers ou the table.”

¢ Except a snfoll map,” T replied, < which
I delivered to the commandmu' officer at the
second post, I had no papers m my posses-
sion.”’

An aide-de-camp was _immediately dis-

Co
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patched to bring the map, and General
Wrede again addressed me: ¢ Consider, sir,
that you will be searched.”” Vexed at this
obsell'vatiotn, I hastily proceeded to offer that
sort of gatisfaction here which I had so gene-
rously been prevented from giving at the se-
cond post, namely, to pull off my coat; and
if that-aid not remove all suspicion, t> un-
d(ress myself completely. But General St.
Cyr, who is not less distinguished for his
conduct as a gentleman, than his ability as a
commander, declared that my word was suffi-
cient; and, in order to excuse what had
passed, acded that such a striet investigation
was sometimes necessary, as prisoners, in
consequene of the confusion into whi~h they
werf thrown by the suddenncss of their mis-
fortune, could not always recollect what they
had apout them. Several questions were now
put to me, which :I"'a'nswered as laconically as
possible, that I might not be drawn int> a
disclosure of any information I possessed.

With pleasure, in the mean time, I ob-
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served young Massena, the son of the cele-
brated marshal,’ among the general’s aides-de-
camp. A few hours before the last battle
was fought, we met and had a friendly parti-
cipation of a flask of wine, at ghé ou’cposts.
In this first interview, onsuch an occasion, it
wag naturgl that wilitary eveats should form
the subject of opr conversations Among
other.topics: the possibility of being tgken
prisoner was not omitted: finally we pro-
mised reciprocal aid, if such an event should
occur, and cxchanged addresses. This wad
scarcely done, when the trumpet sounded,
cach hastened to his post, and the sanguinary
contest commenced. All these circumstances
rushed suddenly on my recolleeifon the mo-
ment I saw him. We embraced in the pre-
sence of the generals, who stared at us with
astonishmcnf,'until the cause of this fn'oceed-
ing was explained. h

* General St. Cyr kindly permitted me to
send an open letter to my commanding offi-
cer. He inquired where my father was, and

% 2
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smiled when I said that he had still one foot
in Russia, but that the other was raised in
order that he might, in case of necessity, set
himself down in England.—* Your father is
right to take precautions, but our emperor is
good,” was the general’s answer.-- Then turn-
ing to Massena, he said: ¢ You will take
care that'our prisonez is avell lodged; ahd,
above all, that he does not die of hunger.”
For the last part of this rccommendation I
was very thankful, as many of the gentlemen,
I thought, looked ras if they had been on
short allowance for some wecks; and in this
conjecture 4 soon found I had not been de-
ceived. '
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CHAPTER 1L
My Halt in Polotzk.

Winst we ranged through the Jesuits’
convent, itt which a cell had Been allotted to
me iby the mqnks, Maﬁss’cna informed me "that
the Russian officers made prisoners in thedast
battle, had, a few days beforé, been trans-
ported to Wilna. This .Wa_s° very unwelcome
news to me, as Major Switschin, my parti-
cular friend, was among the number taken.
A captain, who was severely wounded, was
the only one left behind; we immediately
went to visit him, and he likewlse phved to
be an old acquaintance, whose joy on s'eeing
me was indeseribable. I would gladly have
had, for my quarters, a share of the cell which
he occupied; but the u'np?eas;mt smell arising
from his wounds, prevented the from making
such a proposal. I, however, promised to

. . . > . . . . e
visit him as often as I could gain permission.
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A monk now came to inform mec that my
cell was ready: it was a tolerably good one,
situated on the third floor, and a half-starved
soldicr -St(‘)‘od as sentinel before it.  Massena
here recommended me to the care of the
monk, and departed. He had scarcely disap-
peared, when the Jesuit burst forth with the
exclamation of the < Curscé French /” and'be-
gan with great fluency to inform me how they
had plundered the city, and particularly the
fine ccllar belonging to the convent; and that
even the church had not been spared by
them. The good monk must have seen but
little of the world, when such oceurrences
surprised him.

It wr. now cight o’clock in the eveﬁing,
and T had not tasted food during the whole
day. I, therefore, broke the thread of his
discourse, the first time he pavsed to take
breath, in order to make an enquiry respect-
ing the provisions of the convent. This goo'd
man, however, whom I would- gladly have

seen in the kitchen, but who would never
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stir from the cellar, reminded me of the Rus-
ssian proverb: 7 :/l(,’ Jull stomach seldom thinks
of the empty one. 1, at length, found that
there was no other remedy than to over Whelm
him with words in my turn, and.l thus ob-
tamed from him the consoling information
that suppe1 *would be seady in*half an hour,
and #hat I might thén set out to partake of it
under the escort of my sentinel. He shost-
ened this half hour by relating to me a num-
ber of standing jokes upon the French, which
he generally ended by expressing a wish of
sending them all to 'purgatory. At length
the bell for supper sounded, and ;ny compa-
nion and I, escorted by the sentinel, followed
.the ri?xging invitation through the sPacious
halls of the convent.

We entered a large saloon, decorated with
sacred imagcs,"-.in which my eyes were grati-
ﬁed by the pleasing sight* of “covered tables
on every side. The Jesuits,"among whom
there was a number of Germans, received
me in a very friendly maumer. After supper,
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a circle was formed around me, from which
cach in his own language related his misfor-
tunes, and, seemed happy to pour forth his
sorrows into a friendly bosom. I g¢heered
thém with, the hope, that the Russians would
shortly enter Polotzk, and with delighted
countenances’ they wished me a good night’s
rest. ¢
.For the fulfilment of this wish, more was
necessary than the mere desire to sleep.
When alone in‘my cell I first felt my misfor-
tune in its full extent. It is only in time of
war that an officer of the gencral staff can
hope for advancement in his profession; I
was now deprived of this prospect!'—My
| countzy ovérrun by a foreign enemy; myself
totally destitute; separated from my friends;
without any hope of a speedy return,—was it
to be wondered thﬁt I tossed myself about on
a sleepless bed? -
In the morning Massena introduced several
staff-officers to me, who, as his comrades, of-

fered me consolation, though their real object
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was to procure information from me. The
conversation ﬁatura]ly turned on the last bat-
tle. As we had been defeated, 1 was the less
able, to justify the errors which had keen com-
mitted; but I did not fail to rqgmind fltem of
the eightcen pieces of cannon which we had
taken, and of the vglour ofwur cavalry, who
had bravely chacgeds into the ?feart of the
citys I likewise expressed my satisfyction
that their cavalry had been eraployed for such
a length of time in foragimg on the other side
of the Dwina, which had consequently ocda-
sioned their delay in coming up, and te
which circumstance we in a freat measure
attributed our safety. They acknowledged
thi¥, and all exclaimed, that €hé general who
commanded those troops had been tarrestegd
for his misconduct.

I'was ragh'er anxious to get rid of my guests,
as I had lctters to wT.ite-, and was besides un-
willing to enter too deepl¥ into the military
dispositions of our army. They, however, fell

into a dispute concerning the particular day
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on which they expected to cnter Peters-
burgh. Their boasting was intolerable; and
I again mingled in the conversation, intend-
ing,
they : this is the only way to stop a French-

if pessible, to be more extravagant than

man’s volubility of tongue. ¢ You have for-
gotten, gentlemen,” said-I, « that tlhe Crown
Prince of ‘Sweden is on our side; and has
probably, ere this, landed at Koningsberg
with 30,000 mén. Should you possess any
magazines, they will all be taken; and with
regard to your new art of war, by which the
vwhole burthen is thrown on the inhabitants,
the Crown Prince, in order to avail himself
of it, need only cut off your retreat.”” ‘They
laughed o heating me mention the landing
at Koningsberg, and I laughed at the entry
mto Petersburgh. However, this did not
serve to c.onvihce them ; they began to talk
of their projected visit o Moscow, and en-
quired of me whéther a diligence could be
procured between Moscow and Pctershurgh.
| re,pli‘efl",‘w that at ‘present there was none,
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but that when the Russians arrived in Daris,
they would not fail to send a number of cap-
tured diligences to supply thg deficiency.
This sanswer offended them a littlep and at
intervals they all departed.
I then wrote to my father, to inform him
that I was in good health, and m want of
money, for,, in stlch ’cn‘cumstancé's one is
permitted to write nothmg more. I likegvise
wrote to my brother William, and gave both
the letters to the chief .of the staff to be for-
warded : five days howéver elapsed, and no
answer arrived; and I was finally obliged to
set off without having the satisfaction of
knowing that my friends werc acquainted
withh my fate. During these® five Mays my
stomach met with a powerful protectol in the
chief of the Jcsmts (I believe he 1s termed
the general). T had _qbtamcd the f'uendshlp
of this man %a year before, when I was in-
:pecting the convent, by nfaking him a pre-
sent of a féw Indian coins, whieh I had pro-

cured during my voyage tound the world.
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They had been déposited in the cabinet of
coins, and were now repaid: to me with in-
terest. I sat down to table twice every day
with the monks, and this was an advantage
whicn, in my circumstances, could not have
been repaid by gold. It was impossible to
extend this,kindness, hagl they been- at liberty
so tc dog to all prisoaersy for, besides the
general officers and officers of the staff, they
had to maintain a number of hungry soldiers,
who served to guard their cathedral, and the
remains of their cellars. As they had to sus-
+ain this burthen for two months, I cannot
conceive how they managed to satisfy all who
visited the convent.

Moreg=er, I must not omit to mention,
that they neglected no opportunity of assist-
ing the Russians who had been wounded and
made prisoners; their kindness was, indeed,
exerted in secrecy, for they dared not show
it openly. Still kundreds daily died of their -
wounds, and,hundreds of hunger ; and the

length of time which the greater part of the
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dead remained unburied, renders it surprising
that the plague Wid not break out. It is wor-
thy of remark, that when the Jesuits calcu-
lated how many had died in c.oursg of the
day, they counted only the Russians; us for
the French, having alreatly con:signed them
to hell, they gave themselves no concern
abaut them.

General St. Cyr wds kind enough to invite
me twice to his table. He appeared, at f.irst,
to consider me a sort of sympleton ; for, al-
though the peace with*Turkey had been ce.
lebrated a few days before by numerous dis-
charges of artillery, and information thereof
had been communicated to the French, that
theys might not misunderstand the_cause of
the firing of the cannon, his excellepcy af-
fected to be ignorant of this event, and said
that the Turks had bten reinforceéd by a
strong Frengh corps, ‘which would greatly
endanger our army on that gide; and that a
reinforcemeyt of 10,000 men, de:stined for his
own corps, which had arrived at Wilna, would
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cnable him immediately to march to Peters.

burgh. He accompanied the last statement

with a smile; and I doubt whether I should
have been able to bridle my tongue, had not
an excellent dish of roast meat banished all
hostile reflections rrom my mind. (
On one of these ocfcasions,'wben dinner
was nearly ended, five Russian dragouns,
who had been taken prisoners, were broﬁght
in under the escort of ten peasants. They
had been stationed in a village within the
line of our advanced posts; and had, doubt-
. less, been betrayed through placing too much
confidence in the inhabitants ; they were sud-
denly attacked with clubs and pitchforks, dis-
armed, and fpreced away. My blood boiled
when J beheld them, and I was then con-
vinced that my own misfortune was to be
attributed solely to the peasant, who, instead
of warning me of my danger, . had betrayed
‘me to the Uhlans. General St. Cyr affectea
to be much displeased with the conduct of
the peasants, and desired them not to inter-
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fere, in future, with the business of the sol-
diers. However, this was nothing but hy-
pocrisy ;_for the peasants, as the Jesuits af-
terwards informed me, were Iundbomcly re-
alded, and I myself saw them, sorpetime
after, regaled in the convent with bread and
bsandy ; articles which were seldom given
avay, and never, w1thout paymenf

When the tablc was cleared, all the company
departed ; I alone had the }1appiness.to be
fnvited to smoke a segay with the generai::
After much importuntty I consented, and we-
smoked together very familiarly over a cup
of coffee. It is well known, ghat a French-
man cannot long converse without boasting
of Jiimself; and self-love, ig thi§ instance,
furnished the subject. St. Cyr spokg of the
love of order and justice, by which he was
guided even in an énemy’s terrftory, and
particularl'y boasted oF his merit in not having
»availed himself of the favourable dispositions
of the peasantry ;  for,” continued he, ““had
we only proclaimed libersy, we should have -
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"been received with open arms, and a gencral
revolution must have ensued:” I did not
remind him how many proclamations of that
sort had(alrez'tdy gone forth, and had com-
pletely*failed in their object; I merely took
the liberty of'.asking'the general, whether he
knew the sentiments of the Russian peasan-
try ; and sdid, that if,l;e did not, I could
assure him they were, upon the whole, very
happ;y; adding, that it was hazardous to
‘10rce people to agcept even blessings which
they did not wish far. They must then be
happy indeed, was his answer; to which I
made no denial.

Our conversation was now interrupted by
the entrance<of,a powdered butler, who rush-
ed in as if he had been the bearer of some
i‘mportant information, exclaiming, We have
found them! we have found them! I sup-
posed that he alluded't()..the seizux:e of some
dangerous spies; but his joy was occasioned «
by nothing more than the discovery of a
dozen bottles'of wine, which had been con-
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cealed by the_pp.or grena(liel's of the Pope,
(as the Jesuits were jestingly styled,) and
which the delicate scent of the butler had
cnableds him to detect By this tuﬂmcr cxr-v
cumstance I was, 1‘01 a short time, mnoccnt]y
pred in a dn.ngtce.xblc situation. It was
m: lhuously ifsinuated te the pr ior, who had
1c>uvcd this wine for d’unkmg at suppel,
that I Mad hinted its concealment to tlre
I'rench.  Fortunately, he soon became re-
conciled to me, and was .coﬁviuced that I
could not possibly have known whether or
not he had any wine in his possession. It
was afterwards discovered, that a hl;ngry sol-
dier had, notwithstanding the gtndr(l, slipped
igto the chureh in search of bread’ .H?: was
unable to find any, and was preparing.to
carry off some silver cups, when he percgived
the precious w'xn.e. The. poor wnetch pro-
posul shaung his ooty with’ the butler; but
the latter preferred gaining his master’s fa-
vour, and for that purpose betrayed® the sol-

dier.
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During my residence in Polotzk, T had
frequent opportunities of conversing with
General $t. Cyr; and I must own that his
humamty and his talents were such as to me-
rit my highest respect * Massena informed
me that Bonaparte dlshlg;ed this general, be-
cause he was the descendant of an ancient
and noble family." Had it not been on that
‘account, he would have been made ‘a marshal
long ago, 1n consideration of his ability and

services.



CHAPTER IIL

Removal to Wilna.

I HAD received no answer to my letters, and
on_ ‘the sifth day I wes ordered {p hold my-
self in readiness for accompanying 2 cohvoy
of prisoners which was shortly to depare for
Wilna. Nocwithstanding the frfendship whiek. .
the Jesuits, and even the Trench, professed
towards me, not one of them yet seemed fo
have observed that 1 had but a single shirt in~
my possession, and that none of the cleanest.
My tongue was indeed silent, but every move-
ment of my body might have Sonvinced them
that I had to contend with an enemy whiche
allowed me po rest, ejther day or pight. I
allude to vermin, to be annoyed by which is,
to a man who has been 'decently brought up,
doubly msupportable ¢

After 1 had taken leave of‘ Géneral St.Cyr,

D 2
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(who promised to forward my letters to me in
case they should arrive,) and had bid young
Massena a hearty farewell, the Jesuit slipped
a loaf into my knapsack, and my “old monk
whispered to me, for the last time, his phrase,
The cursed Brench! The détachment of pri-
soners, to - the commander of which, Lieu-
tenant Pineda, 1 was delivered, censisted of
sixty men, I was thé only officer; twenty
‘men. and one drummelf formed our éscort.
_Lieutenant Pineda was a native of Holland,
but strongly attached to the French; he,
hewever, spoke their language miserably,
‘was much distressed for provisions, and with
respect to cloathing, worse oft' than myself.
The Jesuits, at my solicitation, filled the
- empty flask which hung by his side. He took
a hearty draught, counted the prisoners, and
gave the command, To the left about! The
drum be(at, and I, the most miserable figure
imaginable, marched off at the head of the
prisoners. This retinue proceeded to the op-
posite side ofthe Dwina, where we halted to
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purchase a little tobaccoat a sutler’s waggon.
In the mean *while I stood with myeeyes turn-
ed towards m_&r native country, imyror.illg
Heaven for strengt‘ﬁto bear my misfortunes,
and praying for, my father, and all who were
dear t8 me, whom I supposed myselfdestined
never again to see. My éyes were bathed in
tears. 'Fhe lieutenant, who had lecft a wif®
behind him in his native country,” was much -
moved. This melancholy, scene formed a
bond of friendship between .us, which in the
sequel was only once interrupted, and that
through misconduct on his part.

We resumed our march, without Dbeat of
drum, ot any rigid enforcement of autlrority
on the part of the lieutenant, who treated .us
with kindness, only requiring that no,one
should separate, from the,party. We yet
wanted three milcs of the ‘distance necessary
to complete our day’s march, &nd the heat
was most insuppertable. I was unacelistomed
to long travelling on foot, @nd z:onscquently

v . [
suffered much from fatigue. We once stop-
L)
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ped to rest on a plece of rising ground si-
tuated near a chapel Wthh wa$ surrounded
by trees, it had of course’been plundered,

and had hequeqtly answered the purpose of
a stable. We there stretched ourselves upon
some ﬁlt& 1y sfraw, amd woe to fim who after
this had no chdnge of*linen, for evory one
unavoidably carried off an addition to all the
“evils of his last quartering. Pineda and I
went into the f)ulpit, and devoured our bread
with keen appe’éit'es: ~ The poor hungry sol-
diers, who had lain down in the chapel, turn-
ed with l(;ngi11g eyes towards the pulpit. “Do
you se¢ your men ? said Fto the lieutenant,

pomtmgtothem —=¢I see them,” answered he,
but cannot assist them.” It will be asked how
we ex1sted Glcat God! we devoured every
thing that came in our way. Potatoe fields
and gardem of all descuptmns were indus-
triously ransacked, and we thought ourselves
f&ppy when we found a sirigle potatoe or a
cabbage leaf, which we threw into the com-

mon cookingspan, and soup made of these
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materials formed our only support. In this
manner ‘we subsisted eight days.
The drum beat for our departure We

procegded sorrowfully onwards, and. beheld
on every side houSes levelled with,the ground,
trees cut down, and roads destroyed. Butif
‘our ‘eyes were shocked by this spectacle, our
olfactory organs hag tirencounter. asmore of
fensive salutation ; for the dead bodles, both
of men and horses, which wedfell in with at
every short distance, so infected the air, that
we were frequently compelled to go a huns
dred paces,out of our way to avoid them.
‘The half-cloathed prisoners, whe had before
employed their hands in holdiflg together the
rags ‘which hung about their bediés» now felt
inclined to hold their noses also; and thus
there frequent]y arose a combart between the
feelings of §hame and dlsgnbt, in which the
latter remgined in inost casés victorious.

’ Towards. evening we parceived, on the
border of alake, a large house. the roof of
which was still femaining ; . and our cénductor
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surprised us with the welcome announcement,
that we were now near our object. '*'\-‘?'Oppres-
sed with hunger and fatigue, I threw myself
upon the steps which led to the door 5 and,

accerding to Pineda’s assurance, my coun-
tenance dmplayed a most mel.mcholy expres-
sion. The boer prlsonexs were marched into
the  court- yard and Jodged in an out build-
ing, which in better times had given shelter
to cows. The prudent licutenant caused
'é'iiery hole to be blocked, and surrounded the
stable with sentinels.” When the sergeant re-
ported that all was arranged, he reccived, to
my great agtonishment, an order to kill two
oxen, and to distribute a pound of bread,
and a glq‘m of hrandy, to each man.  How 17
exclaimed I doubtfully, and with a hearty
wish to be contradicted, ““ do you think there
is any t'hmg beudcs grass and water to be
found in this place?”’ = —“No,” answercd Pine-

da, with much coolness; “this order is mere-
ly a matter of form, bccause the blank co-
“lu'mns in thc marching billet, under the head
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Supplics, must be filled up.” In this manner
we had long to tontend with fate, and to live
upon form.

The evening “was fine, and I feltinclined
to remain on the steps; Pineda,.hc?weJér, en-
tered, with the desigg of ;earching the house;
and T soen heard tp my astonishment the
soynd of voices withirit. Many proprictors
had still thought it prudent, on accoupt of
the numerous bands of robbess by which the
roads were infested, to remain in their own
houses; they contrived tv conceal themselves,
but could observe through small apertureJ
all that was passing without doots. When ap-
proached by a few persons, and they thought
themselves sufficiently strongs to Desist, they
rushed out to repel the vi'qitors; bue if the
houses were entered by numerous par ties, they
never stmed from thenr hldmn'-places, unless
discovered, when ’chey wefe obliged, with a
wood or ill grace, tosupply the demands of their
unwelcomeguests. 1 now saw an old man, his

wife, his son, and thzee young women, his
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daughters, issue unexpectedly from the ruins:
they were followed by a French officer of the
Horse Chasseurs: he appeaxed to have been
Wounded on one foot he wore a boot, and a
shoe on the other; ; ,a great bear-skin cap co-
vered his head. He 1nf9rmed us that he was
a baron, a pative of Brussels; thut he had
fought with honour for His country; and,
though wounded, still soughtﬁto add to the
merit of his sérvices, by doing the duty of
safeguard to this worthy family.

) ¢¢ Knight of the rieful countenance!” ex-
‘claimed Pineda,  You a safeguard! Why
then do you hide yourself in the cellar? But
no matter for that.—What can you give us
to eat?” Th¢ poor people turned towards
‘cach Other with enquiring looks. ¢ There
lies a Russiun prisoner,” continued Pineda.

Never shall I f'orget the sympathy which
the poor family dxsplayed on heaung these
last words. Th¢ old man advanced towards
me, his eyes filled with tears, -and silently
pressed my hand, whilst he pointed to his
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starving and ,ragged family. The mother
then ad(.iressed me: “ You,” said she, ¢“are
the first Russian we have beheld, since our
cofmtry was plundered by those vzh:) promised
us freecdom; this occasions ouf emotion. We
lived undcr your ‘@mperox for twenty happy
years, and to him we owe all ‘!hat we possess.
We have ‘but little to offer you, "but to that
little you are welcome.”

 One of the daughters brought a piece of
bread, which she p_res_en;ed to me with down-
cast eyes. A sensation of inexpressible .p in
overcame me; I could not take the bréad,
but threw myself on the steps, and burst into
tears. The old man the.n ap{)roacbed me,.
and addressing himself to me in a whisper,
said: “ Do not hesitate to accept the little
gift. We have stilt some bread,and potatoes
remaining, thouggi"we are indeed very sparing
of them, as we know not how long our dread-
ful situhtion may last ; .only grant us the sa-
tisfaction of at least not Seeing you dcpart
hungry from our house.” The family had i in
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the mean while been entertaining the lieute-
nant with an account of their poverty; and
it was easy to-guess, from the length of his
coumendncc, that there remained no hope for
him in the way of eating.

Atlast the old man sud(.aen]) said, m goord
French: «Ck ‘ldlen, our nueets secm to bc
very worthy people; we wﬂl thelcfme, trust-
ing to Heaven for the future, freely sharc our
scanty morsels with them.” Pincda smiled ;
the chasseur leapetf about, in spite of his
wrn'mds; and one of the young women, who
sexmed to have waited only for this hint, has-
tened to the cellar.  She returned with some
boiled potatoes and stalc bread. We seated
omselvcs 1ound the hearth, and made a cheer-
ful“meal; ‘during which we fraternally shared
the remains. of our brandy, which I sea-
soncd to the family by the hope thatPolotzk
would shortly be in the h‘an’ds of the Russians.
We did not retire to rest until pretty late in
the cvmiing. )

Y « »
As I was complaining the next day of se-
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vere pain in my feet, and doubting whether
I should be able to proceed farther, the
cheerful F rench‘man surprised me by the
friendly offer of the cognac which he said he
had inr his pOhSCSbIOH. I naturally eupposed
he meant Cogniac brandy, whicl would in-
deed have been a vcry,,welcome offer; but he
alluded to®a kind of*a Polish ha'ese (named
cognte in Polish), whlqh in my situation was
far more acceptable. ¢ We are unable® to
keep any horses here,” said he, ¢ for théy
are immediately seized ,by.the passing de-
tachments; I have theref'(.)rc left mine in the
wood, guarded by two chasseurs, who can
proteet it should any single robbers attempt
to carry it ofl.”

Pineda and I were transported. This offi-
cer, whose name I have forgotten, was our
generous benefactor; for, which I naw pub-
licly offer hin my sincere thanks.

The horse was broug}'lt ;-and, notwithstand-
ing the prominent markiug'of’ his ribs, I

thought him ‘the finest I had ever beheld.
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When we had bid the family a kind adieu, I
threw myself on his lean bacl\ and, at a slow
pace, preceded the column, for pacing was
the only motion which this Cogna was able to
perform. _The poor starving Russians uttered
gricx'rous cotnplaints during the march, and
entreated that I would obtain permmlon for
them to enter the villages near which we pass-
ed, to solicit food. I’t,‘howeven, appeared to
me “very improbable that this permission
weuld be grarited owing to the slender escort
by which we were a@compamed for it was
cvident, that very few would have returned,
when they found themselves unguarded. 1,
therefore, advised them to march as widely
as possible ; and, when we happened to pass
thlou(rh woods and thick bushes, to ma]\c
their’ escape singly. They followed this ad-
vice so, punctually, that ten prisoners werc
wanting that very evening. J

We continued our jdurney in the same
manner. Devastation and distress our daily

prospect, .and hunger our constant compa-
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nion, the number of the prisoners diminished
every day. JPineda himself was well con-
vinced that severity could be of no avail; for
even the strongest were so overcome by fa-
txgue, that they stretched themselves on the
ground, and were unable to proceed. He,
however., in one 1nstance, made use of a cruel
expuunent for asce;tammg whegher this fa-
tigye were real or dissembled. Early one
morning, when the drum beat for the march,
one of the prisoncrs drgpped down, and de-
clared himself unable, to proceed. Pineda,
in a transport of | rage, struck him sevey&l
blows with a stick, to force him to rise ; when
this method failed, he resorted to kicking;
and finding that the poor wyretch, still remain-
ed stretched upon the ground, he forced a
musket from one of the soldiers, and pomted
it towards him. I Seized him Dy the arm,
and repr:asented ‘to’.fli.m the weak state of the
poof prisoner; while the unhappy man raised
his eyes towards Heaven with a sigh, and ap-
peared anxiously to wish for death. Pineda



48

was not hard-hearted.  As he returned the
musket to the soldier, I observed a tear drop
from his eye. He did not leave the prisoner
behind without giving him some moncy. ‘This
was the last experiment of the kind which
he made during the j.(mmcy; and he request-
ed me to b(,J,l t(‘qtunom on our arrival ‘at
Wilna, thet hc had doue lis utmost to pl.n-
cure provisions, and that all his Cﬂ'()ltS‘ had
proYed unsuccessful.

Our unfortunate situation was in some
degree amended, when on the seventh day
‘e found, in the little town of Glubockor, a
magazine, from which the charitable com-
mandant supplied us, during four days, with
bread and meate The prisoners were here
quartercd in an old church, where they re-
turned thanks to Heaven for being relieved
from the terrible hungér they had endured.

The danger of tl‘ave,l]i‘l;.g in this part of the
country, induced ;many persons to wait in
some place of, sccurity for the arrival of a

detachment, in order to join it, and form a
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caravan, as is customary in crossing the de-
scrts of Africa. In this way we reccived the
accession of a party, consisting-of two se-
verely *wounded Irench officers, SCI.ltE‘d.l;ll a
waggon drawn by two horses; #hd a stafi-
surgeon, and & young ]orenchwoman, named
Pictoire, dressed in nfale attue,‘on borsc-
back’

After we had all purchased fine words &hd
bad provisions, at a dear rate, from a French
sutler, who styled himself "a restaurateur,
Pimeda ordered the old drum to beat, and
our caravan took its departure in marching
order. The surgeon was a merry f'.'cl]ow, who
wished.both Bonaparte, and his expedition to
oRussia, at the devil; he was. proceeding
homeward, as he said it was not at all to. his
fancy to die of starvation.at such a distance
from his native ]and He had visited Spain,
and spoke in hurh tums of the war in that
country, where, he said, he was constantly
surrounded by ‘friends, found plenty of pro-

visions, good wine, pretty women, and agree-
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able weather.  He was, likewise, very well
pleased with Germany ; and never ceased
boasting of the part he had acted there; for,
he sgid', he kept company with all who pleased
‘ "

hinnx, took ‘whatever he liked, but sometimes
generously left with his host.what he could
not convo'.',iefit!y carvy away. “* Even my
I/'i("loir(,t?,” added he, ““Wwho has sent several
chtsts filled with clothes and bed-linen to her
raother, has’also frequently given away what
she could not make use of; and, like mysclf,
has ofien drawn tears of sympathy from the
eves of the good Germans.”

‘This sort of conversation continued until
we r ""“;'b“d the place destined to be our
night’s‘]’odgh’xtr. It was a chatean (f'm" so the.
French styled every country house) which
had cvidently belenged to some rich Pole.
We could yet perceive the remains of silk
curtains and clegant furniture ; and a number
of tamily portraits, habited in the Polish cos-
tume, and decorated with ordets, which hung

over the wrecks of”a piano-forte, displayed a,
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most melanciioly, spectacle.  'We brought in
the wounagd to rest, and hastened to the
garden, which theugh stripped of itg fruit,
siill contained a potatoe hed, from whichewe
fortunately gathered some *hats-full of that
root 3o we hlw\\ ise f'ourfd a few onions, and
hastoned ]oyfnlly to the,ﬁlo, wh(;'e Lictyire
displuycd her *skill in eookery, by preparing
. -
a dish which she termed, sowpe d Poignon et
awr pommes de terre.

Onion soup appears to*be a favourite dish
of the I'rench, as they often long for it when
they have something better befgre them :
nothing but hunger could have forced me to
swallow their warm water with a few wetched
onions swimming about in it. This was the
cxcellent mess on which Victoire exerted all
her skill, and for which ‘she reaped ‘exclu-
sively all the gratitude. .'It may scem extra-
ordenary, but it is not the less_true, that we
seldom \'alkcc! even in the most inviting
parts of the country, as we «id not find it
convenient to promote too quick,a digestion.

L 2
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This day, however, we took a tour through
the beautiful park, as we still had a tull store
of potatoes in reserve. The garden exhibited
proofs of the taste, as well as of the wealth
of its owner. On a piece of rising ground
there was a ruin which resembled an ancient
tem'ple,‘.arolix'nd the m’o{ildering walls of which
floated the wild tones of an /Eolian lyre, ex-
tre;nely well placed for producing that effect.
As we were with a snail’s pace approaching
-this ruin, we came' suddenly upon a mauso-
leum of white marble, on which was this

mclancholy inseription :

*To A 2EVER-10-BE-FORGOTTEN WITE, BY
A ,roving IHUSBAND, wuo, At THE'
wequist or tHE DEPARTED, stiLL
CONSENTS TO LIVE, THAT THEIR ONLY

CUILD MAY YOT BE LEFT PARENTLESS.”

A ncighbouring mossy bank seemed to
have been the favourite love-seat of those

whose affection this monument records. Be-
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low was a little garden, evidently intended
for the amusement of a child, flowers gather-
¢d in whici had probably often been scattered
over the grave of the mother. I esteenied
her do'ubly blessed in not having lived ttxsee
the misery of her desolated com:try; and 1
sincarely pgay'ed that .'he whom .shc had left
behind, might soon be gnabled to retgrn gnd
revis‘it,.with his child,*the sacred spot wl‘l'm'e
all that he Joved reposes. 'This, estate is si-
tuated half’ way between ootz and Witna,
I left the park in a melancholy mood, and
threw myself on my bed ot straw.

The nearer we approached to Wilna, the
better inhabited we found the estates, whose
propriciors had obtained safegugrds fom the
governor of Wilna, and were besides pro-
tected among their ruins by Polish gens.
d’armes.  'They could, hdwever, affo'd but
little to the 'numerous','dgtac-hments which
passed that way; for, in fact, they had very
little left to themselves. Contests often arose,
first with the proprietors, and niext with their
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guards, who exhibited their written ordcrs,
strictly requiring them .to repress all acts of
violence. However, necessity knows no law.
When we were the strongest, we took what-
ever<we: could lay our hands on, and the
guards could theh do nothing but fulminate
their threat, “ to mform the I’unce of Neuf-
chatel.” Pmcda uscd to answer, “ You- may
mfox m whom you like, 'but you shall not know
my name; and what care I, though the
I;l‘illce have given you orders. Do you think
I am come back from Russia to be starved ?”’

I have now to mention an occurrence
which, for the first time, made me sensible
of the doubly unfortunate situation of a poor
prisoner whaq falls into the hands of .a rude
conductor. One Sunday cvening, while we
were still two days march from Wilna, we
directéd our steps, “as usual, iowards a place
which appeared to lie the residence of hu-
man beings. We found, however, a strong
safeguard here, and also a number of people

in the house. We, therefore, could not hope
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to succeed in obtaining a forced hospitality,
though we had gaten almost nothing for threc
days, and were all greatly fatigued. I scated
mysclf, according to my custom, at the door;
and cnvied the swallows that ﬂew abous,, and
freely gathered the food *which nature had
provided for them,

Rineda and the surgeon made Joud de-
mands on out host for provisions, which they
mslsted he should give at least for the wotnd-
¢d ; but he protested that he had not enougl
to appease the cravingseQf his wite and chil-
dren. Our party, at first, treated him ¢. -
teously, and he was addressed with the
title of Baron, which at last gave place to
the most abusive epithets, and the safeguard
soon showed themselves ready to protect
their charge. In the midst of the bustle, the
unfortunate owner of th'e house said? <« Had
you not so ahused sh¢ Tospitality which was
sltown you—had you not plundered every
thing, and let the wine run waste from the

casks, every onc passing this way might still
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have had a morsel of bread, and a drop of
wine. But now I am quite ruined, and am
not able to help you.”

I was silent during the whole of thls scene;
indeped what right had I to interfere in the
business? P'ineda, ‘however, came to me, and
roughly asked me why'I did not assmt him in
bringing the rascal of a Pole to rcason.. I

told him very coolly my mmd and he ap-
peared extremely dissatisfied.  Our dialogue
took place in the parlour, which he paced up
and down with rapjd strides. I returned to
~my place at the door, having nothing to hope
for, unless some good fairy should take pity
on my hunger.—~And, lo! one really did ap-
pear, in the shape of our host’s daughger, a
child about ten years old. She looked cau-
tiously about on every side, then kindly ap-
proaching me, asked me to come in and take
a share of a fregal supper: I thanked the
little angel with a sigh; for I could not easity
reconcile myself to the idea of accepting the

offer alone, wher all the rest of the party,
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even the wounded, were starving.  The mas-
ter of the house, however, soon came himself,
and began to make the same proposal, but
seeing Pineda passing behind us, in a situa-
tion in which what passed might be observed,
he pointed With his hand to a ﬁeighbouring
chureh, as if ‘our Lonverqatlon.had been about
1t-~he aftcr wards took an oppo;tun;ty of re-
peatmfr his 1nv1tat10n. I explained thc rea-
sons which made me unwilling to ‘Lcccpt it,
and begged him to give us gll something, if it
should be but bread. ¥e assured me most
earncstly that he was able only to give some-,
thing to onc; he observed also, that as I was
a prisoner, I could not help myself so well as
the oghers; and he thought, tferefore, that I
ought to have no delicacy in separating from
them. I was very well satisfied with the jus-
tice of his remark, but sfill declined 1 accept
his offer, unless on the condition of communi-
cating it to Pineda. Thisat first did not seem
agreeable to ny good landlord, l.m';. after re-

flecting for a moment, he said I might do so.
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I then went to Pineda, and told him my good
fortune. ,

“Do as you like,”” was his answer. It was
not necessary for him to say so twice. I made
but .«me step to the apartment where the
family werc‘asscmbled ; the mistress of the
house, surrounded by four chilar en, recepved
me with the greatest, hankness and shared
her little meal with me in the kindest manner:
every thing appeared, however, so scanty,
that I could venture to silence only half the
cravings of my appetitc; but a glass of bran-

, dy, with which the repast terminated, mvigo-
rated and enlivened me.

As I was returning to my old place at the
door, Pineda came to me, and said, < Where
have you been?”’—¢You know I told you
that the master of the house invited me to
supper.”—¢ 0! indeed it was-very prudent
in you to go and gorge yourself while we are
all dying of hunger.”—<« Why should you be
displeased that I was particularly favoured?

You would not have been a bit the betier off
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had I starved myself to humour you. The
poor man, mugh as I solicited him to give
something to us all, could only spare a scanty
meal for one. It was only after repeated in-
vitat'ions, and with your consent, that 4. went
with him;—that [ thinkis all that could be
expected | of a hun'gry sto;nuch.”—-—“ In-
de'cd‘ how caloful of,us! how delicatg '—1
can tell you, however, though I do not un-
derstand Polish, that I took good notluz of
your conversation with Qur host when he
asked you to supper. ‘¥ou told your story to
me it is true, but that was only because yoy
knew I had my eyes on you; in a word, he
and all the Poles, and you along with them,
are nothing but a parcel ofiscoundrels!”’—
“ You would not dare to say that if, I had,
a sword by my side.”—“ What? darc?—
Don’t you khow I may blow your Brains out
if 1 like, “.fitllout bei,ﬁg accountable to any
Body ?>—¢¢ That T neithgr know nor be-
lieve; on the contrary, were you fool enough

to do sp, T am certain you know you would
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have to answer for it most seriously.”—
¢ What do you fancy yoursclf? A fine no-
tion, indeed ! to suppose that any fuss would
be made about shooting such a as
you!”2¢(using that well-known gross word of

reproach which is common amongthe French.)
—¢ As I have, no sword, youf' ir}sults ouly
disgrace yourself; I mavy, however, be at last
irritated by you, and then the best stone I
can find shall fly at your head.”

Pineda drew his sword and ran at me; but
secing that I stood.still to receive him, he
called the guard, ordered me to be carried
into the stable, and again threatened to shoot
me.

T passed a very dull night in the stable,
where I was guarded by six men. I had no
apprchension on account of his threat to
shoot meé, but I considered that he might
lodge a complaint against. me when we reach-
ed Wilna, and that, on account of my namey
I might there meet with partial judges. I
was brought out of my prison at day-break.
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Our host and his wife stood at the window,
viewing me with compassion ; their looks
scemed to say—“¢ Ah! we are the innocent
caus¢ of his misfortune!” The little, girl
slipped rounﬁl about my guard, and appearcd
to wish to hand me so,mething, but could not
getnear er.xoughz x:fhe'n.we proposed to m'arch
ofty"she showed strong marks of vexation, and
the old folks made signs to me to look to the
child, but it was all in vain; I could not ap-
proach her. I now took, farewel of them, by
making a motion with my hand, which I laid
on my heart, to cxpress my gratitude. 1
hope they understood me. T he little girl
continued to run about the court-yard after
us, and, finally, as we marched on, she stopped
at the gate, and called out “ adicu” to me.

During the whole of this time,s Pineda
never looked at me,, a1t did, not say a single
word to any one, exce‘pt. what related to the
duty of the detachment. He had taken the
horse to himself, and rode fprwal.'d'seemingly

very fflguglltful. After marching somewhat



62

more than an hour, we halted to take the
advantage of a rest in a shady place. lle
then came to me and said, ¢ It is now your
turn to ride, and as I am not fatigued, we
will go forward together.” B(,in.o' then freed
from my guard, I got A1, and mount<.d the
horse, and he wall\cd a]0ng31dc of me. . It
was evident that he regaettg,d the mauncn in
which he had behaved to me on the day before.
After we had got forward about a quarter of
a mile, he, after a struggle with himself, be-
gan to talk about his passionate temper, which
'often led him into foolish acts, and concluded
with requesting that I would forget what had
passed. ¢ It has so vexed me,” said he,
“ that I have not slept the whole night: but
in my excuse I must say, that while you were
at suppes, the surgeon and the svounded ofli-
cers did every thing they could to irritate me
against you, and I am sincerel y sorry for
having yielded to their instigations.”
Ileaped from the horse, and embraced hiun.

In reciprocal confessions we laid open our
L]
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feelings to eaci.l other, disclosed what had
given most pain to cach, and amidst tears of
.
reconcilivtion we became better fricnds than
cver—1 could not but be inclined, to $qrgive
him, as 1 wp\l knew, that a rashness which
severe hunger may provoke n one, while an-
oller is wusf‘ym(r his appctltc, is pof all of-
fefices the most p.ardonablc: it was, indeced,
all the supper that Pineda had. got.

Heaven, however, appeared now more fa-
vourable to us, for a ppor Jew, with a pig
ynd a cask of brandy, soon fell into our,
hands, or to speak more propgr]y into our
claws. The most rigid commander would
have found it impossible, on this occasion, to
maintain discipline. The Jew ca]legl out,
Robbery! Robbery ! but the treasure was
ours, and was destined for us by fate; for
the Jew, whe had,come fiom a town lying
ca one side of the lno'hwa > Was Just crossing
the road as our starving gang fell in with
hiro, lhc faw of nature was then the only

.luthouty that could be appealul to. Pineda
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was, however, so honourablec as to let the
poor wretch keep his horse and cart, which
was more than most would have done in the
same rituation. :

The booty was divided as fairly as possible.
A fire was lirrhted and each Held his share
impatiently over it, and ﬁnally swallowed it
half raw. The bxandy sopn ‘warmed all heai s,
and there never was a more jovial march.
The soldiers of the escort, and the prisoncrs,
walked along arm'in‘ arm, singing. It is pro-
'bable they imitated Pineda and me in that
respect, for we walked, or rather tumbled
along, arm in arm, saying all the way the
most friendly things to each other. The
_surgeon and the wounded officers, who, by
bemw as usual a great way in advance of us,
got none of the booty, were laughed at by
our party; and had bes;des to endure the
still more mmtlfymg ]oke of ﬁndmg almogt
nothing to eat at the place where we took up

our quarters for the night.
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CHAPTER 1V.
Halt in Wilya.

Ov the foyrteenth dgj after soyr departure
txotri Polotzk, we arrived, about five in .the
morning, at thc suburb of Wilna: hergg we
halted. The soldiers brushed themselves yp
as well as they could, and Pineda, on his
part, put on a ncw uniférm. With respect
to myself, I had the day before washed my
only shirt, and had slept withowut it during
the night ; my boots were torn in pieces, and
the last fragment of a stocking which I pos-
sessed I had long since thrown away. 1 had
now only tq console mysdf with the reflec-
tion, that thc ancient Roman heroes also ap-
peared in processions thb naked feet.

'The prisoners were drawn up in rank and
file. There were now only twenty-four, and
of gﬁd‘axsg; more than thirty’ were missing.
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Pineda reminded me to testify for him, that
the detachment had been left entirely with-
out provisions, and that, notwithstanding we
had marched ninety wersts in fourteen days.
I répeated, my pledge, and marched st the
head of the prisoners. ‘The peoplc whe
crowded ramd us must have supposat that
we' wele a very during sci, us we werc
scarzely more numerous than our escirt,
« A painful feeling must be experierced s
such an exhibition. At best we could only
"move with our eye’soalmost always cast on the
ground, while exposed to the jeers of the
rabble, and cven to acts of rudeness on the
part of many persons who wore a respectable
appearance ; §till, however, we were consoled
by tlie commiserating looks of some. The
number of the last descupblon of persons
was, howevel, very amall ; and when we were
drawn up in the square in tront of the T'own-
House, where «we had to wait an hour 'for
Pineda, wko was making his' report, thou-

sands crowded tolook at us; and 'v-'.;}?bugh
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treated by many with derision, not one came
to offer the poor starving wretches a morsel
of bread. How different did we find it in
Germiny ! Some of the Poles were so slmme-
~wssiv offensive, that our gnards were obliged
w drive thein back with the butt ends of their
msfets. but even the }2nnc1pal Polqs would
subflit to any treatment from a French sol-
dier,

Several traits of inveteratg national hatred,
which the Poles during #is trying hour dis-
played, came under my observation. One
has fixed itself in my memory, wluch though
perhaps the most trifling, was rcndewd re-
markable by its proceeding from an officer,
+a class of men in Poland, who are accus.tom-
ed to boast of their superior cducation. As
one was coxr.xmi.seratino' me on account of the
distressed state of my, fewe't, angther called out
to him, ¢ What! do you plty a Russian?
Do you believe he cver wore better boots in
his 3ife ”—*¢ Bravo!” exclaimed the mob,

F 2
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and the heartless witling scemed proud of his
vulgarity.

Pineda came at last; and the honest fellow
had. through repeated solicitations, obtained
leave from the cornmandant for me to live in
the same qmrters with bim. This was a great
flwour, as it saved me from bun«r conhncd n
the church, where I must, like Oﬂlels, ‘Lave
fed on bread and water, and siept on dirty
straw. §

Our quarters were in an obscure street,
where, however, an old motherly landlady
received us very kindly and supplied us abun-
dantly, upo‘n being informed that the Russians
had been every where beaten. She gave,
how?ver, a less friendly reception to her hus-
band; with whom, on his arriving in a
drunk:n state soon after us, she engaged in
a war of fisty-cuffs, which was sustained with
great disadvantage on his part, until, through
our mediation: a peace was concluded.

Necither'the commandant, General Jo=ini,
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nor the governor, Count Hagendorp, desired
to sec me (as Pineda had passed his word for
me); and L.enjoyed the perfect freedom of the
town. At first, I was almost alwayseaccom-
panied by Pineda; afterwards I walked dbout
alone, as Pineda had found companions, by
whom my ,pr esence Wi perhaps thought su-
perfluous. Our irst moeting for theaday.was
often at bed-time.

My greatest want was now supplied by, a
generous stranger, a M. Anderson, who him-
self” did not appear to pbssess much super-*
fhtity.  He saw me passing in the street, and
observing the distressed state of my dress,
sought out my quarters, and with much de-
licacy#offered me a couple of shirts. IHe af-
terwards introduced me to his wife, gnd 1
was invited,to visit them in the evenings.

On the Lhud day of'my residence in’ Wilna,
the news of thc battle of' Maschaisk arrived,
very much exaggerated.  The Russian army
was completely destroyed. 'The loss was said
to bér0,000 killed, 30,060 prisoncfs, includ-
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ing 20 generals, and 2000 inferior officers,
with 150 picces of cannon. A great illumi-
nation was ordered, fellows whn had got
drunk in ceclebrating the victory lay about
the streets, and the Poles carried theirL heads
very high.' The *Jews alone distinguished
themselves for. their fidelity; they held = fast
of ten days, prayed for the Russians, and
got cudgelled by the Poles. A brilliant trans-
parency of a I'rench eagle was exhibited in
the illumination, but when the annihilated
Russian army entcred Wilna victoriously in
the December following, another head was
with a praiseworthy economy given to the
cagle, whichh was lighted up again for the
Russians. 1 7e addition was, however, ob-
vious ; and the Jews, now triumphing in their
turn, having pointed it out to the Russians,
the trarisparency was levelled by a shower of
stones. . N ' .

The battle of Moschaisk was also cele-
brated in the theutréby a new piece. I went

- - “‘
to sec it, wrapped up in a great coat, which 1
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got from M. Anderson. It was called, « TVe
Scholars of Cro¥i” (a town in Lithuania).
From this* town fifty Cossacks are supposed
to have removed a magazine, in ordef to con-
vey it to the Dwina. They m'coschrcc.'gone
when the sciu_)'lars, sixty in number, and the
oldc'st not®* more tharr.ﬁﬁcen,’ »soive to- re-
coyer the mpgaziie ﬁ6m the Cossacks.” In
furtherance of this determination a nmmber
of boys appeared on the stage, ted by a formal
pedant of a schoo]-mast‘er,' who, in order to
inflame them, delivered a long harangue on
tI;E‘lliStOl‘y of the great Goliath, and the little®
king David. All armed themselves with old
pistols, broken muskets, and cudgels. Their
mothers came and shed tears over them ; the
pedagoguc waved a little flag, and all cried
out, * VicTory, or Dearu!” The ghildren
knelt, and were blessed by their mothers;
atter which a "wretchel 'txumpet sounded in
the orchestra, and they marthed off crying,
¢ I.iBErTY AXD PoLAND ror EVER!?” What

a pity ¢hat no young female of Crogi joined
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the groupe, like another Maid of Orleans, to
help the miracle of sixty sclool boys putting
fifty Cossacks to flight, and returning safe
and soufid after their victory. In the last act
a Russian civil officer, who had lost his way,
is dragged on the stage and grpgsly insulted,
when he cal's‘for quravrter. At last, on his
resenting the ill usage he receives, he is re-
proved by the little children, who are re-
turning from the battle. It was then said by
one of the charatters, ¢ This is the way in
which the Poles c:).nquer Russian heroes.”
The whole pit then roared out ¢ Bravo!”
and the old trumpet did its duty. In con-
clusion, the oldest scholar, with a paper hel-
mét on his hedd, sung a bravura air. "TFrom
respect to the Poles, I will not describe the
vulgar abuse which they this evening allowed
to be uttered against the Russians. On our
way home, Andersont related to-me many
other instances‘of this sort of Polish patrib-
tism. . '

3y way of indeninification for all the dis-
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agreeable feclings I had endured, I found
that night, updn my table, a letter in a fe-
male hant, in which a Madame S. invited
me tp visit her, as she wished to entrust a
commission to my care. In ovder thit the
nature of tl;i§ little adventure may be under-
stodd, I raust relate she circlmstances which
had led to it.

When the enemy passed the Memed, and
the Emperor Alexander left Wilna, the best
horses, both Polish and Riussian, were put m
1equ1s1t10n, to remove thc chanceries, tlca-
sury-chests, &c., with all possible expeditiorf.
In consequence of this, several dbfficers’ ladies
had the misfortune to be deprived of their
horsés, and were obliged to remain in Wilna;
they were besides often driven out 8t their®
lodgings, when they were not able tp pay for
them at the most extravagant rates to which
the rents were raised.

. The husband of Madamt S

vernor of Disna, and was on an official tour

was go-

when #he French unexpectedly took posses-
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sion of Wilna. His lady fell of course into the
enemy’s power, and suffered the greatest dis-
tress.

My first business next morning was to. visit'
this fady; but instead of one lady I found
six, and four young chlldlen, all in one little
apartment. e began dmmediately, though
perfect strangers, to épentour hearts to each
others: The apologies of Madame S—a— for
having invited' me I considered very super-
ﬂuous, and 1 w111m0‘1y offered her all the ser-
vices a poor prisoner could perform. The
ladies were much moved; they could not’ re-
strain their féclings on seeing and conversing
with a countryman, in the circumstances in
which they were placed. They told me, that

*they could not appear in the streets without
being exposed to the insults of ihe Poles.
They had often wmhed, to visit theplace where
the Russian puboner% Wcre conﬁncd, and glve
them all the little"assistance in their power, but
they durst not venture for fear ‘of being ill-
treated by the sentinels or the populace.
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Having learned that I had liberty to walk
freely about the town, they held an extraor-
dinary council, at which it was resolved to
write to me. One of the. ladies, drdssed as a
peasant, carried the letter to my lodgings.
Their villanous landlord not only charged
them out.of all bound} for thair little apart-
r_lll'f:'pt, but even swent so far as to extort
money,. under the pretence of protecting them
from insults, which he provoked by rendening
them objects of suspicion®and enmity to all
the I'rench who were q':fartcrcd in his house.
Gi%n did they tremble while some grenadiet
threatened to break open their door.  Fortu-

nately Madame S

spoke good I'renchj;
and partly by her politeness,” and partly by
threats, repressed these attacks. To the ho-
nour of the I."rench, I must, howevgr, men-
tion, that many of them, being convinced of
the landlord’s’knavery, not only scverely re-
proached him for his inhumanity, but re.
warded him avith a sound drubbing; but for

this thg wretch never failéd to take vengeance
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on the poor women by redoubling his extor-
tions and vexations. The maid of the house,
on her part, made them pay dearly for every
little service on which they had occasion to
cmplc')'y her,.and imitated her master in in-
sulting them. '

They had meét knowa ecach other before
they met'in Wilna, but paatici})qtion n nﬁijs_-
fortune quickly begets friendship. One of
them had two-sick children; it was long be-
forc any medical agsistance could be procured
for them; at last th'e’y were visited by an ig-
norant apothecary, who at first appeared to
be a very distaterested man; it was, however,
soon discovered that he expected his reward
from Madame'S——, but when he dppre-
hended that the hopes he had formed of pay-
ment from her were likely to be disappointed,
he threw aside the mask of disih;erestedncss.
The mother did not.apply to her unfortunate
countrywomen for assistance, as she was aware
of their distrcss; but the case having come to

their knowlcdge,' it¥induced them tqQ unite
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their little stores, and, for the sake of eco.
nomy, to live together. Madame S——, who
was electéd treasurer of “ society, regulated

the expenditure, of which she l\ept an ac-

count; but, as their stoek recelved no addi-

tlon, no management could prevcnt its daily’
dlmmutlo‘n They Were at last® 1cduced to so
J'.J«.mentable a statd, tl.'lat upon reckonmg what
the Tandlord, at an average, extorted from
them daily for rent, in addition to their ofher
cxpences, they found .t.hz’lt they had scarcg
money enough to last them for a weck
]‘(‘mger. Their first wish was for cheapc.r
lodgings; but how werce these to be obtained,
as they did not dare to walk about the streets?
In this difficulty they resolved to apply to
me. )

I cheeffully underteok the task As I
proceeded from h(.)use to house, I became
the object of much curiésity, and many seem.
ed to consider me as a meﬁdicant; at that 1
felt in no Wway humiliated, and, without re-

gardirrg the looks of pity which were cast
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upon me, I continued to prosecute my la-
bour, but without success; fnany pretended
that they could nowcommodate the Russian
ladies, others plainly said they would not.
Finding s6 much difficulty, the thought
suddenly struck me of going to the com-
mandant, stating to hith the distréss of Ma-
dame’ S—

s represeniinlg myself as her kin:
man, tne better to account for my interfe-
renté, and soliciting free quarters for her. I
immediately proceeded to execute my plan.

The celebrated Jomini received me with
great civility, but declared that he could do
nothing in the business without the concur-
rence of the governor. On my taking lea\ e,
he observed, with a smile, that I was very
fortunate in having found so amiable a female
‘relative to sweeten the hours of my captivity.
I let his unmerited insinuation pass without
attempting to reply,‘for I was anxious only
to see Count Hogendorp, to Whom I hastened
without delay. .

The governor, I found, was closcly engaged
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in business, and I was told I must wait twa
hours before I tould see him. I employed
that time in endeavouring to ingratiate
myself with his aides-de-camp ; and, the bet-
ter to gain them to my purpose, expatlated
on the gallantny of the French to the fair
sex By oflattering @~ Fren¢hean’s vanity
any,thing may be ebtaihied from hinf. They
all agreed that the ladies ought to be pro-
tected ; and, in order that they might wait
on them, and personally offer their serv1ces,
asked their address, which I gave.

/% last I was admitted, and very kindly*
reccived. Count Hogendorp made enquiries
after my father, and spoke highly of his ta-
lents ;* but, with respect to thy request, he
said he was extremely sorry he coultl not
grant it, as the town was so crowded with
troops. In v'un did I, with all the eloquence
I was master of, endeavom to intecrest his
feé.lings in favour of the ladic8, by painting in

the strongest colours their distress. - Nothing
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could be done ;—¢ Cela ne sc peut pas,” was
his answer to every solicitation. He turned
the conversation, as soon as possible, to the
battle of Moschai'sk, and assured me that
Nap'(;leoxf must now be in Moscow, and that
Count Wittgenstein could not maintain him-
self upon the Dwind. . Such disceurse, after
his decided refusal, Goubly vexed me, and I
answezed dryly—¢ Count’ Wittgenstein has
orders to hold his position on the Dwina, and
to fight Oudinot”” He smiled, and I took
my leave. o

Disheartened at the result of this intervicw,
I sought corsolation from honest Andcrson;
but he was unable to assist me in my object,
for he was- closely watched by the Polts, be-
cause: he had been formerly employed in the
forest selvwe by the Russmns, and was a
German he therefore durst not publicly take
any part in an affair o" this kiid. ‘With much
real sorrow for «ny failure, mixed with not a
little wounded pride, I returned to the ladies,



$1

who, though they apprehended such a result,
were, notwithsta.nding, evidently much af-
flicted on l;earing it announced.

It ovcurred to me, that the persm.le;l a;.)pli-
cation of a ,sensible and.engaglng woman

mmht succeed.in such a L case as this, though

a man could do nothmg Maﬂamc S
W, Young, beautxf:u'l, :.Lccomphshed, and f)ru-
dent; T therefore proposed that she sfould
go with me to the governor, and repeaf lict-
self the request I had madé. It cost much
persuasnon to prevail on her to consent; but
at last she resolved to venture, another of
the ladies having agreed to accompany her.
The tmlctte was the next conmd(,mtlon ; but
what was to be done? There was but one
wpartment, and I was present. Necessity is
‘he mother’ of inventiom:—a curtain was
speedily fornted, whichecut off a corner of
he, room, and completely excluded every
orofane eye from the sight of ‘What was pass-
ng~behind it. - While Madame S—— and she
who was to accompany her were making their
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preparations ou one side of the curtain, I
conversed on the other with the four remain.
ing women.

At last the curtain was drawn, and the la-
dies stood ‘before me, simply but elegantly
attired. My threadbare uniform did not well
correspond 'with their dress, but Mdddme
S—— Itad the goodness to assure me, tlLat
she would rather support herself on my arm
than on that of the first man in Wilna.  Ac-
cordingly I walked along proudly by her side,
and when I heard persons who passed some-
times say, © How handsome!—What an
air” I strutted as if it had been myself that
was meant.

Madame S—— trembled when she ap-
proa.ched the governor’s door, and when she
reachcd it, lost all courage. She however

supported herself with the thought that it
was not merely on her own account she had
undertaken tlﬁs 'task, but that she had to so-
licit relief for vnfortunate mothers and Lelp-
less children. Scarcelv had we encered the
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anti-room,when the aides-de-camp surrounded
us, and strove who should be first in offering
their services to the lady: one intimgted that
she might be introduced without being an-
nounced, another tendered her his arm to
conduct her. - She tuu,led pale, and was so
agitated that T fealed she woufd faipt. She
d‘écfaxed with ggeat. earnestness, thwt she
would not appear before the governor, “unless
I and the other lady were admltted’ﬁo‘nw
with her; if this favourscould not be obtain-.
ed. she begged that I would return with her.
The dlgmty with which she spoke, the deli-
cate glow which her returning colom diffused
over her countenance, and the elegant French
in wlnch she expressed herself, operated ! pow-
erfully on all who were present: one of the
aides-de-ca{np.eagerly hastened to hand her
a chair, and*apother, ran to announce us to
the governor.

After Waltmg about a quarter ot an hour
longer, durmg which nopes of us spoke a

¢ 2
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word, we were introduced. The count re-
ceived the ladies very coul:teously, but re-
peated what he had already said to me. Ma-
dam?, S;-;—-, unused to solicit favours, did
not further ‘urge her application, and while
she seemed deurous to go, atear rolled down
her cheek. An old venerable looking oﬂicer
who stood near the fire- place and who hither
had not interfered, now addressed the ‘count,
and’ said,—¢ The unfortunate situation of
these ladies calls 'f'O;',ou1‘ consideration. It is
true the town is already over-crowded, and
‘you cannot give them quarters as Russians,
but the ladies may be passed for vivandicres
(market-women employed in supplying the
French army): Come, count, you have only
to shut your cyes on this business, and, if the
ladies please, we can easily manage the busi-
ness.”’

The governor was well pleased with the
suggestion, directed the old gentleman to
take the mecessary steps for ‘executing his
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plan, and told the ladies to come frecly to his
quarters, if in future they should have any
occasion te apply to him.

The worthy chief of the general staﬁ had
the goodness to accompany us to the’ bllldm o-
office, wherc the ladies, on being inscribed
as z.‘h.*andzeres, overwhelhed theair benefactor
with thanks. An sindescribable juBilee, in
which .cven the stk “children fully partici-
pated, took place, when we announcad=the
joyful news in the old lodgings; the whole
merit of the success was.'rcpcai'edly ascribed
to il*q; but, whenever that was mentioned, I
did not fail to bring to recellection the tears
which a pair of fine eyes had shed, and which
[ was»convinced had worked the miracle.
For my reward I reccived from each of the

ladies a kiss. I must fr ankly confess, that I
to be, on 1lus occa-

wished Madamc S
sion, the representatlvemi the whole party,
and to dxscharge the debt for each.

In the evening we setwuit to find the quar-
ters which had been ass1gned to the ladies,
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and which lay at a considerable distance.
Our way thither was well lighted, Ly the illu-
minations which Polish patriotism still perse-
vered in displaying, in celebration of the vic-
tory, though it was now the third day of the
rejoicings. Among the transpatencies, there
was onc rema-kable for its brilliancy anld de-
sigrz, the description of which requires some
previnus explanation. It was the gcnelal be-
lief of the Poles, that Napoleon was indebted
for his victory solely to their advanced guard:
“of this they boasted, without reflecting that
he had only made that brave corps his first
sacrifice: cn this idea, however, was formed
the transparency to which I have alluded. It
was placed in the balcony of a Polish: prince,
and represented the battle of Moschaisk. In
the fox c-ground was a part of the town,
tlnough the gates “of which thc Poles were
penetrating, while the French were resting
on their arms in the back-ground. Above
the trapsparency vere the words, By TIE

" 9
nrrLe ofF Goop AND NarorLeon; and below,
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WEe BEAT THE Russians., After passing many
sights of the sape sort, though not quite so
splendid, we at last reached the house which
the number in our billet indicated., There
we ﬁ;und a Jew with a long beard, who at
first almost stunned us with his lamentations,
but. who suddenly asswmed 2 friendly air,
when he heard thai;. fate,had sent some upfor-
?ﬁngttq Russians o him.—¢ I will cheerfully
share all I have,” he exclaimed, “ with the
subjects of the good Empegor Alexander.”
It is undoubtedly certain, that the Jows
regarded in the most favourable light botly
the Russians and their beloved Ruler. Thesc
sentiments were not in the slightest degree
concesled, though they evidently exposed the
Jews to ill treatment and oppression. Whilst
the Poles ,were uttering curses against the
Russians in their churc.hcs, the Jews were
offering up .prﬁyers foy theth in their syna-
gogues. This worthy Jew behaved with great
kindness, and instantlwprepared two neatly
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furnished rooms for the reception of his
guests.

On my return home, I found Pineda not in
the best of humours. He had reccived or-
ders?to march back with a detachment to
the starving army; this was liktwise alarm-

~ing news for me, ae-1 feared "1 should-lose
my quarters, and be shut up in the church
with the privates. 1 ehdeavoured, howévéxi
when I lay dawnto sleep, to console myself
by thinking of the Russian proverb: ¢ What
“the evening makes dark, is brightened by the
anorning.”’

As the faollowing day was the last Pineda
was to pass in Wilna, he proposed that we
should spend <t together. He had obtaired
a little money from an avaricious paymaster,
by giving him bills to double the amount; and
wislied, for the last time, to make merry with
me. A speculating F renchmah had establish-
ed a house on.the market-place, under the

title of Une Restayration @ lqg Parisienne ;
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thither we proceeded, and for a very mise-
rable entertainment Pineda was plundered of
nearly his, whole stock ; this was, however,
but a trifling consideration to him, fox he well
kncw: that on the road betweeq Wilna? and
Polotzk, mohey could obtain nothing. After
having recapitulated Quzpast adventures over
a rrhms of wine, we lef$ the house, and .pro-
ccedegl to take a kum'thmwrh the towp.
Wilna is disagreeably situated in a hollpw
surrcunded by sand banks, which arc over-
grown by unshapely fir-frees.  The beautiful®
river, Wilja flows at a short distance from it,
Had the town been built on the panks of this
river, its situation would have been more
pleasant, and likewise more.favourable for
trade. On the opposite side of the river,
Bonaparte had constructed several large co-
vering batterles, with the view of ‘%vailing
himself of tl‘\‘en{ in the éés.e ofuretreat. These
batteries were pointed out py the Poles as
bemg proofs, of BOﬂaN%S supcnm judg-
mcnt and penctration; ¢ For, sa1d they, <“the
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scarcely allowed to provide himself with com-
mon necessaries, had been, driven away in
his own carriage. He was conveyed as a
prisoncr of state to Wilna, for what reason
he Himsel was ignorant, except that he was
an object of suspicion. He was an intelligent
man, well versed i languages, and a pro-
found pelitician ; thir, probably, might lrave
rendered him liable t6 be considered dan-
gerous. But jt was difficult to conjecture for

what reason the Titular Counsellor C , &
‘man of a very singular character, was like-
wise honoured with the title of state-prispiter.
This man had been for many years master of
the forests, and the care of the wiid bulls
was.certainly a.subject of greater intereststo
him than the subjugation of Europe.  His
melancholy situation had so deeply affected
him, thiat he arrived at Wilna' in a state of
insanity. The ‘Fl‘Cp{;hyhOW(:\-’él‘,_ regarded
his conduct as ithe effect of dissimulation.
When a Pole or a lxerchman approached

him, he was accustomed to spit at them, then
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turn away muttering to himself, and would
not unfrequently pelt them with stones. He
was, in other respects, a very worthy man,
and behaved with the utmost gent].c.ncs,g to-
wards all wlho addressed him civilly in Ger-
man. is dress resembled mine in wretched-
ness. But ‘the Court-Counsellof Barts after-
xzards supplied bﬁ)t’h A‘hi.m and mysclf with
cloathés and linen.

This generous man, who was constantly
attended by a gcm[m*me,.c:)nsidered himself
happy in being able to assist me in my misery.
<« To'morrow,” said he, ¢ I set out for Ko-
mingsberg; that is, likewise, vour road; I
have room in my carriage, and have six har-
ness horses in readiness ; y()l; will do me a
great favour by consenting to accompany
me.” My "joy on hearing this proposal may
be readily congcived'! »+No starvation in the
chuyrch, no tf*uvelling on foot, a commodious
conveyance, and the company of an agree-
abde gentleman. \Vhat\ifnsxpected good for-
tunc!
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My only anxiety now was lest the French
should thwart my project, by refusing me
permission to depart. I feared their distrust,
andgunluckily my fears were not altdgcther
without foundation. It is true, that the wor-
thy chief of the general staff threw nq ob-
stacle in my way ; but Count Hogendorp told
me, in few words, that state pusonels afia
pusoners of war could not be per mitted to
travel togethel, as the former required to be
«very strongly guarded. I, however, did not
relinquish my entreaties. I offered to placc
myself willingly under the strongest guald
that might be thought proper. Pineda like-
wise pledged his word for me, adding, \tklmt
my conduct had been most exemplary during
the whole of our march; and after Barts and
I had %een strictly questioned whether we
had previously known each other, how and
from whence we had arrived at Wilna, %c.
my solicitation was cqmphed with.

My satisfaction was complete. The chief
of the general staff immediately inscribed my
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name in the marching billet, with those of
Barts and M. C-— 3 and T seized that op-
portunity 'again to recommend the Russian
ladies to his attention, He promisgci to,visit
them himsclf, but whether or not he kept his
wdrd I am uncertain.
In the tvening I went accompamed by
-my*two frieads, té pay a visit to the ladies.
Barts 'was much aﬂLcted on seeing the chil-
dren, who reminded him of those fronTWwhom
he had been separated., When I informed,
them that the visit I then made must be my
last, ‘they suddenly became silent, and an ex-
pression of deep concern was visible on the
countenances of all. Madame S—— was the
ﬁrst who recovered the use of her tongue,
and turning to my friends with her usual
grace, explained how it had happeued that
six ladies hatl suddenly-been struck dumb on
being informed of the d‘epmture of a young
man ; namely, that, Jaltl‘lough a total stranger,
I-had performed them’ iexery great service,
1 endeavoured to silence her by excnses and
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disavowals, though T cannot deny that 1 was
always well pleased on receiving commenda-
tions from her. ¢ Although we can do no-
thing 1'(;1: you in our present situation,” said
she, ¢ we shall not. fail to recollget you. Had
your dcpqrmre been less unexpected, we had
rcsol\ cd to sdrprnc vou however, ‘that cannot
now be done 3 wWe l’laveﬂndthmg but our grate-
ful thanks to offer you.” '

"My two friends were deeply affected, and

, I used every effort to repress my gricf. Ma-
dame S-— turned towards the window, in

‘order to conceal her emotion. She was, how-
ever, the first to recover herself. ¢ Gricving

can be of no avail,” said she; “ we should,

N
~

on the contrar:y, pass our last eveningrcheer-
fully ‘together, to the mortification of our
enemics.””  Then suddenly regollecting that
Pincda ranked among the number of these
cnemies, she concl‘u'deci by m.ak‘ing him, a
lively and elegant ?olﬁogy. But the good
Pineda, whose miad was occupied in con-

templating her, had not observed what she
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said. No one, indeed, could behold her with-
out interest. In her were united vivacity
‘with the most refined sensibility, ﬁankneqs
with the strictest modesty, and she Was evin
more conspicugusly adorned. with gentleness
than b@a.uty In fine, she was another Leon-
tine *; but fAr handsomer, if we'may _]udge
from the coppar- platé She was a native of
Poland, but had been conveyed when dnly
eight years of age, to Russia, where shéTe-
ceived her education. Hgr husband was a
Russian. I never heard her complain; but
one of %ier friends informed me that she wag
not perfectly happy in her marriage. Oh
man! with indignation against my own sex
JoI rehef:t, that out of onc hundred unhappy
unions, the fault is in ninety-nine instances
attribntable to’thg husband..

We passed a f'rlendly evening together.
Although the’ supper whiclt Madame $——

* The heroine of ‘a noveldately published by A. von
KotzeBue.—T.
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set before us was but scanty, yet we partook
of it with cheerfulness; éven the good Jew,
who had requested to take leave of us, joined
the conversation so agreeably, as te render
his cox.r'x.pany‘ by no means intrusive. Finally,
we all paid our devotions to one star.

Barts I sapposed was the ‘only one among
us who possessed a watch; unluckily he be-
thought himself on drawing it forth. Ma-
dme S
claimed with surprise: “Is it eleven o’clock?”’
Pineda and I were struck with terror. The
Jew, however, proved by means of his great

-, who was always cautious, ex-

silver repeater, which resembled a howitzer
shell, that it was only half past nine ; we then
resumed out gaiety, and continued to con-
verse until the approach of the unwelcome
hour of parting., I stepped silently up to
the window, where Madame,S—— inspired
me with new life, by'whisf)eringvto me: “It
is my earnet request, and that of all my
friends, that xgw‘shohld come and see ys to-
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morrow. To bid adieu to cach other will,
doubtless, be'a p‘ai;if'ul ceremony ; but it must
take place, even between us.”

I didenot fail ; though the state of 1py fgel-
ings rendered ,this last visit deeply afflicting.
Tear ful cyes,m onosy]lablc conv ersatwn heart-
rendmo' pauses, what else could be expcctcd'
Madame S-—- prested my hand, thanked
me in thé name of all present, assured me of‘
their unalterable friendship, apd declaredthat
it would afford them the, greatest possible
happiness, should Heaven permit us to mcet
again at a future period. When' I bade them
farewell, their countenances weré suffused with
tears. At last I left them, and when T reached
the str eet 1 still heard the sweet voice of
Madame S
you have an oppartunity of*writing to ws, do

, who called after me: ¢ When

not neglect ity we will wot fajl to answer
you.”, 1 waridered about the streets for a
considerable time, in _order to recover from
the agitation into which thi®affectihg inter-

view had thrown me.
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I then went, accompanied by Pineda, to
Barts’s quarters, and got acquainted with the
cccentric Titular-Counsellor, whom I have
already ‘mentioned. From his dress.it was
difficult to" say to what nation he belonged.
Being much distressed for cloathing, he had
adopted a very ingenfous methotl of supply-
ing that want. He had obtained through
charity, from a woollen draper’s shop, some
1istand selvages of cloth, and with these he
stitched together a jacket and a pair of pan-
taloons. The habiliments which he had thus
formed were to be sure of variegated colours,
and moreover far from fitting with exactness;
but these were matters of trifling importance ;
tfley served to cover him, and eveh to pro-
tect"him against the severity of the weather.
To complete this clegant costume, he wore a
cap of the same materials as.the dress, and
fabrjcated by' the same ingénious hands. It
was impossible to regard him without a smile.
He resembled g,,hallf filled airballoon. Like
an enraged cat., he continued to growl and
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spit at all who approached him. The gen-
darmes brought 4 kind of litter cart for his
conveyance; and as there was a scarcity of
attendants, he was intrusted to drlve it him-
self.  With his usual muttering he threw him-
self upon the st}'aw, and rolled about in it.
After having once mbre pressed my friend
_}?ine(ia to my bosoms I stepped into the car-
riage, where Barts had a.lready seated hifhself.
Two gendarmes, and our condlictor, =tfién
mounted their horses; and ..(a§ Barts observed)
our retinue on leaving Wilna resembled that of
an exiked prince, to whom none but the court
fool remained faithful. Unfortufately our
state carriage was furnished with nothing but

3

hay.
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CHAPTER V
Removal to Tilsit.

Accorbing to o,;;r mar,ching-i‘oute, we were
to be provided every three days with' fresh
horses and good provisiens; but this, like the
ordess to Pineda, was prescribed merely pro
Jort, for 40 was well known in Wilna that
neither a horse hor a piece of bread could be
obtained on the road. Barts fortunately car-
ried provisions along with him, sufficient to
last until our arrival at Kowno, which place we
expected to reach in five days. The Titular-
Counsellor, Who soon discovered dur store,
was* always very quiet and well bred when
he felt the pangs of hunger, brat became as
troublesome and disorderly ;15 ever after the
cravings of his stomach were allayed.

We passed our nights in any of the houses
which we, chanced to tind open on our road,

excepting when we were prevented from do-
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ing so by the infected state of the atmo-
sphere, occasioned by the putrid bodies of dead
horses. Unfortunately for us, this was too fre-
quenthy the case; for, as the French them-
selves acknowledged, these careases were
strewed in thousands on the road between
Wilna and Kowno. Phis mortality was oc-
_g_asioiled by the green coin which the cavahry
troops eut down in the fields, and with which,
when in want of hay, they fed their heryey’:
if the animals happened to drink after having
caten this corn, their stomachs became mon-
strousdy inflated.

The horrible effluvia frequently prevented
us from enjoying the beauty of the country;
for we Were compelled to turtf our faces to-
wards the back part of the carriage, to avoid
being stifled> When we came to parts of the
road which were particylarly offensive, the
gendarmes set’ off at "ful. gallop, that they
mlght escape as qu1ckly \pos’s1ble from the
infacted air. 3f the Fltular-poun;el]or rode
before us, which he oc‘cas,.iona]ly did, he
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served for a punctual telégraph: whenever
he began to mutter, we well knew it was the
signal for drawing out our handkerchiefs;
and when he buried his head in the hay with
which his ditter was covered, we thought it

full time to cover our organs of respiration.

 We daily<tll in‘ with numeromns parties of

troops, 'who were il seasch of fresh wounds
and lsurels. It was very whimsical sometimes
tb=obcerve kalf a regiment with their hands
applied to their fioses, and skipping with the
utmost velocity over those parts in which the
carrion was most offensive. But I eannot
avoid mentioning one circumstance which
will serve to prove the low-minded ostenta-
tion of the French. Many officers, ‘on per-
ceiving the Russian prisoners, exclaimed, ad-
dressing themselves to their troops—¢ Ad-
vance, brave soldiqr‘s! advance, until you
reach Moscow.” .Shaie on the men who
could thus instil¢ the unfortunate ! '
The Titqlar-Cgunséll?Ffelt ne offence at the
jeering of the French troops, as he did not
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understand a syllable they uttered; but we
were, at last, ‘met by parties of Germanic-
I'rench troops, who treated him as a merry
Angrew, and the gendarmes had ‘frequentl)
to cxtucate him from a contest “of ralllery
After his bed of hay had been entirely con-
sumed by the horses, ke thPew himself con-
tentedly on the reuglf boards of hi cart.

" The day befdre our arrival in Kewno, we
met with an accident near the little tostn of
Rumschischeck, contigifous to the Memel,.
which had like to have proved serious. We
had occasion to descend a steep hill, acress
which beams of wood were laid in the form
of steps. One of the shaft horses of the car-
riag® (which according to the Polish custom
was only used to go on level groundy was un-e
able to keep his feet on this dechv1ty He
leaped from one beam to the other, and oc-
c(moned s0 violent ag,oltmg of the carriage,
that the boy who drovesus was thrown from
his seat, and B‘a’r’fs'and‘l were. tossed from
one side of the carriage to the other: at
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length two of the horses fell, the carriage
was overturned, and my comipanion and I
thrown from it in opposite directions. I un-
fortunately fell in such a way, that the whole
weight of thes carriage was thrown upon me ;
I suffered unspeakable pain, and at least ex-
ﬁected that sorde of iny'bones were broien.
1, however, escaped with -ething worse than
a few sewcre bruises, which caused me to
limp™in walkin® for several days afterwards.
Inthe mean while, the lltul ir-Counseltor, who
had seated himsclf on the sumniit of the hill,

wis regarding the surrounding prospect wsth
the greatest uriconcern for our distress. On
being questioned concerning his want «f feel-
ing, he frankly confessed that his only ‘anx-
‘icty wasdest the case containing the brandy
bottles should have sustained any injary. Un-
luckily, his fears were not withont founda-
tion. We broke two bottles, which to us was
a loss not easily tectvered. The remainder
we employed in bathingL our bruises, and at.
this application eof ‘the liquor the Titular-



107

Counsellor appeared highly dissatisfied. Short-
ly after this accident, we reached a house
which was occupied by a numerous party of
French officers ; they, however, with the ut-
most willingness assigned a room for dur re-
ception.

“They sad, as frequyntly*diappens, undct
so'.me pretence o other, quitted the *grand
army ; and were proceeding to Koningsberg,
in order to juin the reserve cerps, os, witat is
equally probable, to rettirn to their homes.
With two of thesc oﬂicgrs, the most agreeab]e
and well bred of any 1 had yet met withg I
chatted away the evening. They appeared to
apprebend the catastrophe which afterwards
did Itappen, «nd had been prudent enough to
absent themsclves in due time.

We kept the majestic river Meme] and its
romantic banks, in snght almost all the way
to Kowno. On the figst view of the city of
Kowno and its beautlrﬁ?’towers, and the nu-
merous ships with’ s'tfeamgrs waying, a sensa-
tion of delight was experienced by all, but
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more particularly by me, who have a right
to consider myself half a seaman. The for-
tifications which had been hastily coastructed
by the French were by no means displeasing
objects, when,viewed from a distance, though
"they obstructed the view of the cify on a near
approach.

We proceeded straight to,the commandant,
and ourcarriage was immediately surrounded
by anumber ofdnquisitive Christians and Jews,
who so highly offendted our Titular-Counsellor,
that he expressed his dissatisfaction by the
most violent gesticulations. His conduct €x-
cited loud bravos on the part of the spectators.

The commandant, who was a strong ad-
herent of Bonapurte, provided us with a mi-

+serable Jodging; we, however, offered up
thanks to Heaven for being suffered to retain
our liberl‘ty. In the evening several Jews
visited us secretly, and with desponding looks
communicated thesiport of the capture of
Moscow. I could give 1o credit to their

story, until further news brought an account
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of the shocking and ever memorable confia-
gration, which the French at first boasted of
to a disgubting extent : but on its being after-
wardg proved that this calamity had’ deprived
them of all advantage in poimt of shelter,
the newspapers under their control exclaim-
ed, « 'I‘hese.barbarians\of the north know
not, how to defend théir country, €xcept by
burning their capital 1’

Although we never stirred abroad=withbut
being stared at by mqulsmve persons, nobody
offered to whisper to us a word of consola-
tiorr; we were, therefore, not a little surpris-
ed when a pretty looking chantber-maid one
day brought us an invitation to take tea with
her mistress, giving us at tHe same time her
address. We of course regarded th#s as the
commencement of an agdventure of gallantry.
However, qn ploceedlng to fulfil our engage-
ment at the appomi;edx hour, we were intro-
duced to a beautlf'ul ';;:)"ng lady, who was
confined tosher room through sickness, and
who complained bitterly of the sufferings she
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had endured. Sheinformed us, that she had
been suddenly separated from her husband,
who was a Pole holding a post of considerable
1mp01,tance, and whom the Russian govern-
ment, not thiriking fit. to trust, had ordered to
1emove to another province during the con-
tinuance of the“war. f)n the sudden’ approach
of the French he had been tompe]led to leave
his vufc ‘dehind him, and the Ioles, who were
al ways ehger to propagate accounts prejudicial
to Russia, had 1‘epo§t§d that he was arrested,
or at least sent to Siberia. The poor lady,
with natural anxiety, requested to know whe-
ther we could"give her any information’ con-
cerning her husband, and appeared to breathe
new life when we assured her, by numeérous
“reasons, “that there was no ground fer enter-
taining doubts of his safety. We¢ left her
with her mind at ease, and loaded with her
benedictions.
In Kowno our Fénch rfendarmes were re-
placed by Poles; and it was notified to us
that we could not be provided with any fresh
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horses, and that we must be conveved in a
vessel to Tilsit To me, an old sailor, this
news was very welcome; but it was not such
to Barts, who was apprehensive of sickness,
and was besudes aware that Re "shotild be
forced to dlspose of his carriage at any price/
thdt might be offered 'ﬁor itte The Titular?
Counsellor was likewe much displeased at
being obliged to*move at all; for duwing the
three days which we passed-in Kawne, he
had done nothing but dfink and sleep, and
complained bitterly that we intended to
drown him.

The chief of the gendarmerie had the
goodness, on the morning of our departure,
to treat us with an excellent*breakfast, which
the Titular-Counsellor seasoned by relating se-
veral of his 4uthcnt1c anecdotes of wxld bulls,
and deecrlbmg a showe1 of frogs, and other
marvellous Bvents, of whlch he asserted, he
had been a_ witness, “Stwxeral coachmakers
called, for the purpose of 1nspe(.tmg the car-

riage, which we had now no longer any occa-
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sion for; but as none of them offered more
than half the value even of tHe iron-work in
it, our landlord resolved to purchase it him-
self. He' counted out fifteen silver rubles,
and this small sum was perhaps three times
“as much as any other person in Kowno would
have offered.

As'one’ of our party was allowed to select
a vessels T thought myéelf qualified to*per-
fornr that service. There were several which
had come by the Memcl hom Tilsit, laden
with plovxsmm, and were on their return,
destined for the conveyance of wounded and
prisoners. I fixed upon one which appeared
to me to be a good sailer. The captain, who

was unwilling to pe troubled with passerigers,

disavowed all claim to this quality on the part
of his vessel- but fortunately 1 had w0t made
a bad chmcc besides sailing wdl,, the vessel
had a neat cabin, and 4he' captam was, after
all, an agrecable gewd sort of man. He was,
moreover, forbldden to take moresthan fifteen

soldiers, in addltlon to our party, on board ;
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whilst the other vessels conveyed five-and-
twenty, and even thirty. We had now an
opportunity pf seeing the beautiful bridge
which the French had thrown across this
broad ri\.'er; I immediately prophesied, that
when a thaw took place in the “;pring, it
would ot prove sufficientl strqng to resist
the pressure of the broken.ée : my prophecy
Was unfortunatély fulfilled.

After having packed up our little luggage,,
we bade adieu to the sick lady, who, since our
last visit, had slept for the*first time during
several weeks: she relied on the assurances
we hac{ given her, and now tranquilly hoped
to hear some tidings of her husband. She
preserted us with a basket full gf provisions,
*some wine and brandy; things which were
not to be purchased in Kowno. Heaven re-
warded her for this kindness; for I aftervards
learnt, that be;; hrusband *and she were again
happily united.

About noon we parted from the chief of

2 -
the gendarmeric ; he was a vely worthy
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man, and I shall ever remember his kind
treatment with sentiments of the sincerest
gratitude. He accompanied us to the vessel.
The anchor was then raised, and the wind
atid current proving favourable, we could
soon perceive nothing but the tops of the
spires of Kowno.

Barts and I were accommodated in the
captain’s cabin, which was so small, that 1t
.would at the utmost contain only four persons
to sit, and three to sleecp. The Titular-
Councellor, togethier with the gendarmes, oc-
cupied the great cabin, which was more airy.
The space between both cabins, :whi,ch was
on other occasions filled with -merchandise,
now contained thirteen. wounded ,men, be-
longing to different regiments and nations.
In the centre of this space stood the fire-
hearth, which, though scarcely large enough
to boil two \kettl‘és, was surrounded in the
cold evenings(( ,,}‘j, the soldiers. Before our
departure from Kow1.o, we had been supplied
with provisions for six days; our daily allow-
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ance was, to cach, a pound of meat, a pound
and a half of bread, and a glass of spirits.
Through the, bounty of the sick lady, which
had not been sparingly administered, wg were
enabled 'to resign our portion of provisions .o
the gendarmes.® The 'I‘itplal’-Couns‘éllor, who
had grown gray in the foregts, was unable to
comprchend the use of safls; hc regarded
Them as merce artlclgs of ornament, zmd re-
commended his soul to heaven whenwcr a,
sudden blast of wind made ghe vessel heel.
I again had reason to congratulate myself on
my choice, as our vesscl had the start of
every (;ther, and was always the first to come
to anchor in the evening; for, owing to the
numeroug sand-banks, and the narrowness of
*the channel, the river is only navigable during
the day.

As the wind *was unfavourable the®next
morning, we were forced Yo tack, which can
only be done i in the Meme'! o hy the help of the
current. The contmu b ‘ea,cl\mv 1endued the
situation of thObL who were oz deck very dis-

12

-~
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agreeable; they were tossed from one side to
theother; and the Titular-(;ounsellor, notwith-
standing his antipathy towards the French,
was, t‘,b his mortification, frequently thrown
into their arms. All were sick except myself,
and T alome had the good foriune to be able
to visit the provision;basket, until, after two
days had eiapse , the calmness of the wea-
ther enabled my compayions'to returii to it
w1th redoubled appetite. The whole of our
brandy was neal}y consumed; but the captain
consoled us by saying, that we should next
day arrive at a castle which was situated in
the neighbourhood of a small village; and
with the owner of which he was in the habit
of transacting business (by which he meant
smuggling). We therefore cast anchor on
arriving at the village, and went on shore,
accorapanied by vur gendarme:s. We were
here met by 3 number of Jews, who pointed
and stared at us; 55 but from whom we soon
escaped, and gamed an excellent foot-path,
which corducted to the castle, on reaching
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which, we were at first saluted by the dogs,

and soon after welcomed by their master.

He, together .wit,h his wife, on being made

acquainted with our adventures, showg,:l us,
every kindness,,and treated.us freg of ex-

pense. Our Titular-Counsellor was thrown a

little out of humour, by the 1 xymd Tﬂowmg oﬁ

I¥s magnificent bear-skl‘n cap, which for some

time servéd as a playthlng for the dogs. His

spirits were, however, soon restored by “the ’
punch which we drank; and .taking dox.vn a

violin which hung against the wall, he played,

to our dstonishment and delight, in a very

masterly style; and was so highly pleased

with the praises which we bestowed upon

l3im, that he began to dance, andentertained

us by all kinds of drollery. In the evening

our party was joiged by the captain; ang we

all sang, joked,-and chatt;ed with as much

familigrity as if we had h¢en old acquaint-

ances. * After rain comes suashine,” says

the proverb; but then it is also fiequently
reversed.



118

We were seated at a well-covered table,
when suddenly four soldiers from our ship,
driven perhaps to intrude by the cravings of
huug.cbr and thirst, entered the room; and
without Qifting their caps, oy, any other kind
of ceremony, walked up beside us, and
called for' ‘liquct'r. ‘Our host ‘told them in
the most gentlenfat}bﬁnannor, that his hour.c
wad not an inn; addir'\g, that had they be-
haved with more civility, ke would willingly
have given them _some liquor ; but that their
“conduct compelled him to desire that they
would immediately quit his house : he, how-
ever, proposed to send somebody with them
who could show them a tavern in the village.
¢ A tavern'in the village !’ exclaimed one of
the soldiers; “no indeed, here we have seat-
cd qurselves, and here we jntend to remain.
You can treat the Russians very kindly, but
we who are ﬁgh"cjpg' for your liberty ¢an ob-
tain nothin:f;ffrony)r-'ou.”—“ The Russians,”
said our, host, “ pay a dacat each maw, are

you able to pay as much?”’—<« If' the Rus-
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sians pay you, they are fools. We must have
a refreshment for'nothing, and that instantly
too.”—¢ Then I must call the assistance of
my sesvants to turn you out of the 'hous.e.”
—< What ! wpuld you darg to ill-t;rea.t wound-
ed French soldiers? we will see that!”> The
impértinenf fellows tﬁen‘ scatedl themselves,

with. their caps on, 'makmg use of the most
vulgar’ oaths. The master of the house, who
had by this time lost all patiente, seized che
orator of the party by the collar, and turned
him out at the door. The others, wh(‘) hastily
ran o his assistance, were dispatched in the
same manner by our gendarmes. * The contest
would, doubtless, have been renewed in the
court-yard, had not the servants unchained
two large dogs—auxiliaries which seen put
our insolenft vijsitors to flight.

This affaic put a stop to our gaiety, as we
were appreh'ensive t}xa:c*it would be attended,
by some ill .consequence.\’We reluctantly
took leave of our hospitable; host'. The night

was so.execedingly dark, that we could scarce
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find our way, though lighted by a lantern be-
longing to the ship-master. This obscurity
had perhaps prevented the conquéred enemy
from hai]‘ing their friends on board,and return-
ing with a fginforcement to stoym the castle.
On arriving at the river-side our boat was
not to be seels, the"sol'diers had tdken it 'Iwith
them to the vessel, and detained it there,hav-
ing for'ced the sailors who had charge of it to
gz)' into thé ‘cabin, by threatening to bind
them hand and f'ogt if they refused. We
hailed, but received no answer. We could
fiear only some low voices, which apptared
to be disputing. The captain began to curse
in a good seaman-like style; upon which a
musket was fifed, the ball of which' struck
the lantern he held in his hand. This base
conduct enraged us to such a degree, that
we disregarded the danger in which we were
.placed of losin,:g; ourlives by the assassin-like
attack to whicliswe were exposed.. We conti-
nued to call to thg soldiers, and threatened in-
mediately to alarm the village; telling them,
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that in that case not one of them would es-
cape the gallows. The firing awakened the
sailors, “‘who were asleep in the cabin ; they be-
gan to dispute with the soldiers, and declared
that they would instantly quit, 'the vessel if
we were not allowed to come on board. After’
mufch qudrrelling and z'ybuse:‘we, at length:
heard two men jump into the boat, and row
towatds the shore. We had scarcely ‘got into
the boat when two more muskets were ﬁf'(.ad
but hearing no balls wlnstle, we concluded
that they were merely loaded with powdc1 in
order to frighten us.

As we approached, the soldiers called to
us from the vessel, that the gendarmes and
the Russians must not presume to come on
board. 1 addressed them thus it reply:
“ Soldiers who have served under the great
Napoleon smely will never il treat defence-
less prisoners : besu{e‘s, had we arms like
you, and you thought yo\selves offended,
«we should,’ as men of Zlonqaur ought, be
ready. to give you satisfaction.”” This ad-
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saw in the distance. The Titular-Counsellor
slept so soundly, that only Barts and I, with
our gendarmes, could undertake the j‘ourney.
The lights w:(;re extinguished when we had got
into the garden; and we were then gbliged to
direct our course by the gravel foot-paths, and
by the sound of bells virhiéh we occa&iona.ll)‘r
heard : at last, after many wu.dmgs and turn.
ings, we again saw the hghts, and found our-
selves ‘oppositean iron-rail gate leading into
the house, but the gate was fast. We knock-
ed long, and the horrid yell of a large dog
announced our arrival. A number of lan-
terns moved in* different directions in the
court-yard ; and, at last, uniting in a groupe,
cautiously approacned the gate In answer
to a « WRw0’s there ”” which indicated mno
little alarm in the interrogator, otr gen-
darmes related who we were, anfl what had
happened to us, and solicited a night’s lodg-
ing.  All the familyewas soon put in motion.
A young man, ‘W/ho'provec‘i to be the son of
the countess, accompanied by a number of
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servants, hastened to the spot; and, on hear-
ing our request, ordered the gate to be open-
ed. We were conducted to the castle, and
even into the presence of the countess, under
a motley escort armed with sithes and pitch-
forks. W& began by begging® pardon for the
disturbance we had ,ocgasiongd, a duty which
our feelings the more strongly dictated, when
we observed the.h’eavihg bosoms of two lovely
daughters of the countess, who_were stilbagi-
tated in consequence of ¢ghe alarm.

But whatever had bten the degrec of ter-
ror which our arrival occasioned, it soon
vlelded to compassion. We were very kmdly
invited to supper; but it was at the same time
propgsed to forward us that very night to the
next town, which was Jurburgh. ;I‘hls sur-
prised us: but the eldest daughter told us, in
the nam.e of her mother, that she®could not
allow us tp stop all 't'ught —“ We are,” said
she, « suspected by Yhe Poles. They watth
us closely,'as we have bee\\a?ways attached

to Russia, and my brothes hasynot borne arms



128

fowns, are seen in the distance, and delight
the eye of the traveller : but gbove all, there
live good-hearted Germans, ever ready to
hold out -a helping hand to the distressed.
We experiénced a particularly good recef;tion
from a miller; whose name I regret I have
forgotten. It rvas late; and all the family
were aslecp ; yet, witkout the Iez}st murmir-
ing, they all left their beds to provide for our
accommodatjop. We were kindly invited to
partake of whatever the house afforded; and
& neat apartment, with three good beds, was
censigned to us. In the morning, every one,
with the greatest kindness, enquired how we
had slept; and whether we had wanted any
thing. - The gcod people then gave us a
hearty breakfast, to which they added their
blessing on our departure.

We often approached the banks of the
river, on which:a ngiﬁber of "ve.sscls, which
had left Kowno.long before us, with wounded

and prisoners. “were Gétained by contrary
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winds. We never looked at them without
thanking God that we had abandoned the
uncertain elgment.—We arrived all well at
Tilsit.
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CHAPTER VI

Halt at Tikit, and Removal to Koningsberg.

Tue commandarit, Von Blaci(enbux"gh, who
was a co]onpl of cavalry in the Prussian ser-
vice ;.and in whqse commendatlon I need
say no more, than that he belonged to Schill’s
.corps, received us in a truly frlendly man-
ner, and ordered that we should have good
quarters. We were conveyed to the house of
a rich merchant, where we hoped we should
find ourse}ves in Abraham’s bosom ; but, un-
fortunately, our host proved to be one of the
anost avaricious of that patriarch’s descend-
ants. However, as we daily expected to be
sent forward, and as we werc kindly enter-
tainéd by the principal inhabitz'mts, and thus
safe on the. pomt of ecoromy, we declined
the offers of thé tommandant to quarter us
on another, {amlly.
Amon/

. the obligations we received, it is
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my duty to acknowledge, that we were more
particularly indebted to the head forest-mas-
ter, Herr vpn ULrica. To bim, in whose
house, in the circle of his amiable family, we
spent some happy days, my warmest thapks
are due. Th® manner it whicls this good
German announced himself to&us, was very
singidar.  On the secong day after pur ar-
rival,"a tall madn, w;tfl afine countenance and
a ma]estlc air, entered our apartment. Hg
wore a hunting dress in ghe old German
mode, buff-coloured boots, and silver .spurs;
an elegant hunting sword hung by his side.
& Pardon me, gentlemen,” said he, * if I
have visited you too soon in the morning ;
this is the hour at which I always put myself
in motion ; but you do not know me, I am the
head forest-master Ulrich, and I have heard
of your mis.f'or‘tune. I an told that*one of
you is called, Kotzebue; a name which 1 re-
spett, and that alone th“sufﬁcient to induce
me to seek you out, theugh I'“vould not have
fiflled in attention to any af y : but, re-
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member, no compliments, I hate them as [
do the French, who are masters in the art of
making them. Therefore, all I. have to say
is—you are prisoners—you are unfortunate.
Uirich keeps a house in Tilsit. From this
day forward two covers will be” added to my
table. Comg or not cpme, just as you pleasc.
Ulrich, dines at one, and sups at nine. 1
only wished to tell you this: so, for thé pre-
sent, googl bye!”’

He immediatcly set off, without waiting
for our answer, or‘allowing us time to thank
him. He seemed that sort of character which
I had thought was to be met with o'nly on
the stage, and which I was much surprised to
find in rcal life.  We did not neglect his in-
vitatign, but it had happened that he was not
aware of more being in the party than my.
self’ and Barts, and he had of course addres-
sed himself exclusividy tous:  This gave of-
fence to the 'l‘itulmf-(‘tounsellor. He stutter-
cd and splut’t;%i':cd in s own way more than

cver, assertyie that the head forest-master had
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neglected him because he did not wish for his
company ; and this he persisted in, though
Herr von Ulrich made him a particular visit
to apo]ocxze for his mlstake.

The Titular-Counsellor was the only loser
by this obstiacy, for inthe,housg of our gene-
rous fost every thing beve the stampsof his
own character. AH was done in a brief and
pointed manner. No compliments, no prest
sing, but the most hearty eand sincerc wel-
come. During the five days we stopped in
Tilsit,, this worthy family rendered us per-
tfectly comfortable both in mind and body.
There was also another citizen of Tilsit, an
inn-keeper, whose generous conduct I cannot
recollect without emotion.  Though fag from
being rich,, he maintained free of expense
fifteen l{uqsian' officers p’risonerQ, and even
pmwdcd some of them thh linen and clothes.
Before their dcp‘mrtuw thc oﬂiccrq assembled
to, take solemp leave of him." They drew
up a declaration, in which ‘t}‘lTéj expressed

.
their gratitude for the favours; whech had been
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bestowed on them. They recommended their
benefactor to the protection of*all Russian
military commanders in case a Russian force
sHould enter Tilsit, and added a req;zest that
the Emperdr Alexander should, by such com-
mander, be jnformed «that there lived in Til-
sit.a man who hadshown so mpch hum:anity
and generosity to Russian prisoners. The
parting wys yery affecting ; many of the spec-
tators could not refrain from tears.

Colenel von Blackenburgh also merited
‘particular thanks for the pains he took to
alleviate as much as possible the hard fate of
the prisoners. As a commandant he gave
equal satisfaction to the military and' the citi-
zens, asuccess which is always to be desired,
but which is very seldom attained. He stood
upon 1o ceremony ‘with the F rench soldiers ;
and when the mhab;tants preferred well found-
ed complaints, againét any of them, he upu-
nished them Awithout” hesitation. He thus
rendered hifnself in every way respected.

It would ‘h¥ve been an easy matter for us
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to have solicited and obtained the punish-
ment of the ruffians who had driven us from
the vessel, and who reached Til.sit three
days ifter our arrival. We contented. pur-
selves, how¢ver, by bringing them into the
presence o.f the comm.am,iant, effectually hum-
bling them, and then_by our intercessions
saved them from punjshment.

I must not forget to mention a butcher of
Tilsit, a man of extraordinary bodily strength,
who, while every householder throughout the
continent of Europe trembled at the idea ot
quai*tering soldiers, was exceedingly unhappy
whenever a day passed without some being
bifletted on him. He took a particular plea-
sure in bringing impertine‘nt Frenchmen to
their senses. It accordingly very seldom hap-
pened that #ny of thent would staymore than
twenty-four hours with him.

* The Court Coungellor Barts, the Titular-
Counsellor, and myself, jdi.',]ed the other pri-
soners, five or six of whom trovelled together

in orle waggon; and from *béir various, and
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often burlesque dress, formed very singular
groupes. We three remained together, and
chose two officers to make up our party. Our
Polish gendarmes were relieved by two ‘smart
black hussars..

As we were about to commence our joerr-
ney, a 1ic(utcnaixt of epgineers, who was cm-
ployed in the construction of a bridge head,
and, with whom I had become acquainted in
the house of the head forest-master, came to
see us.  He brought imoney which had been
collected by»some worthy and charitably dis-
posed men. Ignorant of the German lan-
guage, the prisoncrs could not return him
many, thauks verPaHy; but their moistened
eyes, and grateful looks, spoke the more for-
cibly. The officer himself was much moved,
and hastily dcpm‘ted:

At this moment, indeced, we al required
couasolation, for t.hc news of the taking of
Moscow was now fully confirmed. When the
truth was asc({miued, a death-like silence

prevailed amokz. the prisoners, and their
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countenances .exhibited the most profound
grief.  Several had their relatives and their
propertv in that city. The latter,*it was cer-
taﬁg had bocome the prey of { be ﬁamds; and
to that was added mnmanco of the fate gf
their fargilies, which placed them in a stafe
of' the most paipful *anxiety. Thos¢ who
were not ndth(.’S of that part of Bussia did
all in their power to comfort their un.l"vrtu-
nate companions. ()ne,’ however, who was
sick, was so affected b).f the intelligénee, that
he ,was found unable to proceed with the
other prisoners, and was seut o the hospital,
where he soon died. The only words he
afterwards uttercd were, “O my poor pa-
rents! O my unfortunate country !”’,

Under tho influence of these molancholv
impressions, “our c.walwde was put in mo-
tion, taking its de‘palturc Trom the door of
the commandant’s house, betore which we
had been drawn up. We Lad to pass the
mn whose gencrons owner had)laid the Rus.-

» . - .
sians under so many obligations. When we
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approached the house, there .was a general
cry of halt! and all wished to testify their
gmutude Many wished to give him the
trifle of mone" they had received, but fornd
it impossible to persuade him to accept any
such reward. ¢n the contrary, he insisted
upon providing the whole party w1th a good
breakfast free of expense. “The crowd,that
surreunded us joined us in blessing him; thus
we left Tilsit, where we had experienced
both pleasure and affliction, with hearts agi-
tated by the opposite emotions to which these
feclings gave birth.

It was a cold day in autumn, and our
wardrobe was net very capable of keeping
us warm. We, therefore, seldom failed to
visit any inn, or good pubhc hause, that
came in our way ; and at last both we and
the black hussais who ¢scorted' us, got so
ammated, that we dld not hesitate to jeer
and insult solitary French soldiers who had
occasion to piss us. Our black hussars slap-

ped them wit‘i]\"ﬁ{q flat of their sabres, and
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drove them %side. The roads were full of
stragglers and small parties, on their march
to the army. Among them wp.re many ca-
‘vairy, bug who had ng horses, and whom we
only recognised by the saddles which they
were obliged to dfag ‘along with them.
. In this manner we proceeded from one
magazine station to another, taking yp our
guarters when it became ‘dark at the best
house we could ﬁngl,'where our tr latm'ent‘_
was the more or less agreeable, in proportion
to the wealth and disposition of the owaer.
One day we met a battalron of Saxe Wei-
mar troops. It was easy to perccive that
these brave men were réluctantly marching
against the country of their adored princess.
They ’.me\y we werg Russians, and showed
by their. gestures that they sincercly sympa-
thised in ‘our misfostuac. In passing, the fwo
partics looked so‘r.rowf'ull)’f at each other, for
we pitied' their situation as mich as they
could possibly commiserziltcﬂ Jurs.

On the third day we reached Tapiau, where
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their children out of his way, as if they had
been afraid he would devour them.

Still covered with the loam, we directed
our steps towards the municipality, where we
received quarter-billets. Here I was for' the.
first time sepal"ated from Barts; as'I was only

asubaltern ofﬁcer I was not allowedsuch goad
quarters as, those allotted to him. In vain we
pressingly solicited to be«quartercd together;
thosc who had the superintendence of this
business adhered strjctly to their orders. I
hud at last the satisfaction to be sent to the
same house, though not lodged in the same
apaltment wnh the Titular-Counsellor, and to
which we were directed by a smart youth.—
After we had knocked for a considerable
time, thc door was opened by an old woman,
who started when my companion hcld his
quarter-billet before her eyes. She however
recovered in some degrce from her surprise,
oni perceiving that he 'was to occupy an
apartment on the upper story. 1 then showed

her my billet, upon which her rage was re-
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doubled, and she greeted me by exclairﬁing':
“Good God! do you think the rooms of this
house were ever intended for such a dirty
fellow as you?” Indeed, when I considered
the (leanliness, and even elegance, of tlic en-
trance-hall,; and reflected on® the plight in
which T was, I could not be, surprised at the
old woman’s reluctancg to admit ma. The au-
thority T b'i'ought: however, and my own en-
treaties, had soon a due effect upon hcr,)and
after having given me gwo or three angry
brushes with a sort of broom, an operation
which she said was necessary, in order to
swélep the clay off my back, she threw open
the parlour-door.

“The owner of this house,, the rich countess
Dohna, I was informed, was the.n i the
country : this was bad news cnough for my
empty stomdch ; but the old womhn besides
assured m:z, that her’lady had taken all the
keys with her, and that scarcely any fire
would be ki.i)dled irr the house. The Titular-

Counsellor was not better provided than my-
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self; his apartment, which was that of an
absent general, was decorated by a number
of portraits, which all looked very kindly on
him, thouzh they never offered him any thing
to cat:

It was now”so late mn the evening that 1
dared not stir 2z.l.bro:'td;. I therefore endea-
vourcd te relieve my hunger by falling asleep.
My mise‘rab]e appearance, imwevdr, had,“after
a]l,L-,movc?d the heart of the old woman, who
shortly afterwards feund, as she said, by good
tuck, the key of the Tarder.

The next day T called on Nicorovius, the
bookseller, a friend of my fathicr, who re-
ceived me very kindly. Though he could
giveme no tidings of my family, I wasagree-
ably surprised when he told me that the uui-
versally respected  Consistorial - Counsellor
Krouse and his wife, who was‘a relation of
mine, had alrcady requested the quartering
commissioner to lodge me in their house, on
my arrival in Koningsberg. This had pro-
bably been fargotten, through the alarm oc-
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casioned by the appcarance of the supposed
Baskir.

Nicolovius was kind enough to accom-
pany mge to the house of my cousiq,,. wheye,
as I shall ever with the sincerest gratitude
wmembel, I was 1ecuvad and treated In
every way like a son. (lotlrc#’ linen, boots,
every article L stood 0] need of, were pmvulul
for me," and these s_glfts were rendered c'ioubly
valuable by the amiable mannels of the
family.  The blessing of .tl;e worthy Krause
appeared, indeed, to have henceforth follow-
ed mey for after I had visited his house, my
situation daily became better; *at least, |
never, zwain had to contend with that dread-
ful hunw 1, from whose attacks [ had suffered
so much.

ln Koningsberg T mete Major Switschin,
who had becn. mpade Pri,soner .(mly two days
before me. * But I was still more happy in
finding there an old frignd namced Von Hune,
a taptain of cavalry. I had not scen him for

several wears. and was ionorant 2 hat he still
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remaimed in the service.  This brave young
man had entered the army as a volunteer at
Riga, where the command of a“squadron of
hnssars was immediately assigned to him, at
the head "of which he particularly “distin-
guished himself. Unfortunately, on one oc-
casion, he cfiarged the enemy’s’cavalr)? with
an ardour which pl"lever.ted him from ohserv-
ing that his troops'werc driven back, and
being unwilling to ask for quarter, he fell
from his horse c(;vcrcd with wounds, and ap-
parently lifeless. 1is life was, however, saved
‘through the attention of some berevolent
persons at Mictau; and he was now so far
recovered, that he could walk aboat.

This freedom was enjoyed Dy all the pri-
soners, and after repeated representations off
our nocessitous situation, a moathly salary
was likewise granted to us.  Thanks to the
kind assistance of Counsellor Krause and
Nicolovius, T was better provided than any
of my fb”llmv-vrisorncrs. I would, therefo.e,

willingly haye ended my misfortunes by being
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detained a prisoner in Koningsberg. This,
however, 1 was hot permitted to do; for
when the news arrived that the Irench had
quitted Moscow, and were retreati.ng, the
commandant jmmediately, ordercll that "the
prisoners should be transported to Mentz.
The éuddcnhess of this ortley, ¥nd the eager-
ness with which the gw;(larmus presged our
departure, S‘,arcely. allowed me time tb takp
leave of my two friends and benéfactors. My
linen (which now filled a,sn.mll portmanteau)
was soon packed up, and I proceeded to the
rendezvous in front of the commandant’s
house. Here I was soon joinell by Major
Switschin, and my good fricnd Hune, and
we agrcéd to ride together in one carriage.
The Court-Counsellor Barts, and the Titular-
Counsellor, temained in Koningsberg, guard-
ed by gendarmes.  They were shortly after-
wards removed to Danbziek.

I felt much grieved on bidding adicu to
Barts; he wasthe first who oi.l'crcd ne assist-
ance, when I believed myself deserted by all

2
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the world, and we had undergone much mi-
sery in each other’s company. The Titular-
Counseljlor, however, appeared vcr.;/ well pleas-
ed, and seemed to think by separating from
me, he was getting rid of a tormentor.

The oﬂicers in the list of prlsoncrs, who
were twenty se\‘en m number, pl esented
most ridiculous gtoupe. " One was dressed in
¢ ossack pantaloons, and a burgo master’s coat
with steel button‘s ; another wore a woman’s
cloak, and had large whiskers; and the few
who still preserved their uniforms, had patch-
ed them in a hundred different places.” They
all smoaked and drank together; some were
merry, and laughed, whilst others complained
bitterly. ‘ ﬂ
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CHAPTER VIIL

LRemoval to Berlin.

WE were now left without any escort except
two y'vounded officers, who werd appointed to
cuard us, and to sea us %upplicd with prbvi-
sions ahd quarters.” The eldest of these ofﬁ.-
cers, who was an Italian, had a°strange cils-
tom of using the word forward on almost
every occasion, whether we were g(;illg to
eat, tessleep, or to travel, which induced the
Russian prisoners to give him the name of Cap-
lain Forward. He was a good-natured agree-
able sort of man, and would Sometimes join
us in laughing at his own oddities.

When anty of the prisgners arrived at the
rendezvous mth.er late in the morning, they
usually received the tollowing ;‘eprima,nd from
Captain Forward: < If this *should happen

.
again, you will not get any carriage.””  This

once gave rise to a very droll scene. A
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Russian, who did not understand a word
of French, and was particularly fond of sleep,
had several times listened to this reprimand
very pz;léiently; the captain at last repeated
it rather warmly. . Though the Russian did
not understand what he said, he observed the
expres ssion of Tiis, countenance, and mwcxcd
very cool]y “ Yer (]('zls"h should not be too
hot.”” * It is necessary to acquamf the reader
that the térm yerofcitseh is used in Russia to
cxpress a strong ]!\'iud of spirit; and that the
Russians, when they wish to reconcile two
persons likely to quarrel, make use <of” the
common phrase, ¢ Yeroféilsch should not be
too hot.”  The captain, supposing tlmt the
prisorer alluded to one of his (umpamons
who had slept still Tonger than he had, ex-
claimed s« How! recollect, gentiemen, that
1 make no dist.inct.ior,] between you; if Mon-
sieur Jerojeitseh should come too late,, he
must trudge on foot as well as you.” He
was much surprised when thote who under-

stood both languages were scized with an im-
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moderate fit of laughter; and it was some
time before we could make him understand
the mistaké.

We took the direct road through Br'tunsberg
and Eldmw to Marl nbuxoh whereave met tvith
miserable qu:uterq and were unable to ob-
tain & single horse. We visitgdsthe old castle,
admjrcd the ipnnensg wodden monument, ‘and
wandered about tlte oifly street in the towr'l.
The next day, after having applaugded the
tricks of a wretched juggler, we proceeded
onwards, and on the fourth day reaclied the
beautiful Marienwerder. By a lucky acg-
dent, my friend Hune here met.with a Prus-
sian major who had been wounded in the
same aétion with himselt: Ilane, during his
illness, was confined i the same chamber
with this oﬁ(cx, and had been a shar er in the
griet which e exper lcncul at being s‘cp‘uatcd
1‘1()111 a young and be ultlju wife. This m'nm-
blo couple were again uniteds and we qpent
an evening i w1tnessmg their happiness.

The next day we reached a fortress near



Graudentz, in which the brave Geuneral Cour-
bicre immortalized himself: We visited the
officers’ club, where we were very well re-
ceived, and talked upon political aﬁ'airs ina
ﬁ’l’emll\"mmncr. During our conversation
the following words were frcquently repeated:
¢« Comrade, i, v‘:tl].no{ be long before we re-
join you.” I moredver met with many Prus-
sians, who were so eager for the success of
the good gause, that they felt a sort of plea-
sure on learning the defeat of their country-
men at Riga. ‘

We crossed the Vistula at Ostrometzko,
and after advancing a league farther, we ar-
rived at Bromberg. We were soon convinced
that we were ir a place belonging to' Poland,
by the confused state in which every thing
was at the T 0wn-Hyuse, and theéncivility of
the commandant. We had to~wait for several
hours before we could obtain quartering-bil-
et ts, and were at last directed to quarters
already occupied.  We were then compelled

to return to the Town-House, where the petty
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magistrates were still sitting drinking their
beer, and with the liquor tracing out Napo-
leon’s battles on the table. They left this
enterttainment with much reluctanqé, to pro-
vide Russiay prisoners, to whogp'they bore no
good will, with a lodging.

'Ihe wile of the Pohsh cbmm'md..mt was as
mquisitive as her lmsbdnd was rude. VVC were
requested to call upon her next morning. We.
wondered what she could possibly Wwant with
us, and were not a littlg ;urpl'ised, when we,
discovered that the amiable lady, being tired
of playing with her lap-dog, wished to vary
her amusement by gazing at the Russian pri-
soners. A most ludicrous scene ensued. She
continued during a quarter of an hour lolling
on a sofa, and staring at us with an expression
of stupid &magement, without uttering a syl-
lable. Heuhusband who appeared no’ less
%tombhed than she was, o('('asmndll) whise
pered something in hgr car, to which she as-
sented by nodding her head. At last they

both appeared at a loss how to get rid of us.
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Madame rose from her sofa and left the
room ; Monsicur followed her.  We looked
at cach other, and burst into a loud fit of
Jaughter.. In a few minutes the commandant
returned. We remained silent as well as he.
‘He waiked up to the \\mdo“, looked s cvcral
times out, courrlnd and then began : “Do
yvou know, o‘ent]emcn th.l'i \Ioscow is taken?”
- We lephed that we knew it, and that the
I'Jench were again retreating.  He regarded
that as not quite s» certain, and enquired
whether there were any Poles among us.
There happened to be two.  He immediately
offered them commissions in the Polish ser-
vice, which they however meritoriously de-
clined.  We all expressed dissatisfaction at
this tréatment, and one after the other left
the room without taking leave of the com-
mandant.  He, was asilly ignorant man, and
‘had adopted this ridiculous method of grati-
)
fying the curiosity of his wife. This town,
under the Prussian govcrnmm‘n, would be a

very agreeable place ; we observed many fine
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situations around it, but were heartily glad
when we left it behind us.

In the little town of Driesen, Hune and 1
were ¢partercd in an inn, the l\ecpcnof whech,
though a very agreeable wom'.n, L()nst‘mtl\
annoyed my friend in a str ange manner.  He;
had, reccived a dlmdful W ()[md on the check,
which had severed his, hp, and carried away
three of his teeth.  This want of tect.h, how-

. LT
ever, was only perceptible when the lip was
[

fifted upwards. Hune»was not displeased
that our kind hostess should regard his mis-
fortrfe with pity, but she delighted in te]liﬁg
the story cirosmstantially to ev°cry one who
enteled the house; and as hm mn was the
best in ﬂw town, it was of com se very much
frequented.  Whenever she mentioned the
lost teeth, ‘shesapproached Hune very unce-
remoniously,” and roughly lifted up his lip,
at which he appearéd 'to be prodigiously
,
vexed, whilst 1 was unable to contain my

laughter.
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Here a company of strolling players, but
such as scarcely deserved even that title, en-
deavourefl m the evening to amusc us by a
representation in front of the house. 'They,
however, foupd some difficulty ,in collecting
‘payment after the per f'ormzmcc for what en-
tentammcnt cou]d thmr strutting ahd mn!unr
afford to thirty oﬁ’icels who scarcelv under-
stood a'word of Ger man? '

We weré much beholden to our kind hos-
tess at Driesen, for.we were not only well
treated whilst we remained there, (which was
niore than many of our comrades couldboast
of,) but the g:ood woman gave us sonc provi-
sions for our journey, which supplicd us plen-
tifully until we reached Frankfort on the
Oder. ' In that fine city, we were quartcred
upon a wery poor faraily. Thonghthey could
afford to give us but little, they endeavoured
‘to render our situation as agreeable as pessi-
ble. The master of the house had two charm-

. ‘
ing daughters, and Hune, who was a good
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flute player, accompanied the one on the
piano-forte, while I danced with the other.
We were not so fortunate on arriving at Cus-
trin, where Hune and I were unluckily sens to
a house whigh had suffered se.v'erel‘y by the
l{(-man bombs duun«r the even years’ war; ¢
the m\nu ‘of the house, wh?» could never for-
zet, this nnsa‘ortune‘ gave us a vu‘y unwel-
conie ‘reception. He showed us an mscnp-
tion in gold letters, which mumoned' the day
and the year in which ths bombdrdm(-nt took
place, and would scarcely allow us to have a
draught of water. We learnt next morniﬁg
that ali vur comrades were as badl) provided
as curselves. It is a fact, that we did not
expcrieilce such ill treatment in any other
town, either in Germany or France. We
poor prisoniers.would thankfully havesaccept-
ed the pieces,of breagd which the msolent
Frenchmen threw at theheads of the people
upon whom they were.quartered. During the
remainder of our journey, \yhenevef we ex-

perienced ill treatment or privation, it be-
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came a kind of proverb with us to say, ¢ This
is as bad as at Custrin *.”’

The kind treatment which we experienced
at Koper'n,ick made amends for all we had suf-
fered at Custrin, and had not Berlin been so
«near at hand, we should have felt much re-
gret at biddin'g arewell to the Kind inhabi-

tants.

* It should, however, be considered, that Custrin was

. . 1 -
at that time in a very poor state.—A. von Korzesur.



CHAPTER VIII.
Hualt in Berlin.

AFTER passing through several fine streets,
we u_achéd the Town-'HJuse. Whilst we
wete all engaged in 1ece1vmg our quarter
billets, a man of most respectable appear-
ance entered quite out of breath,’ ahd calied
me loudly by my name., "This was the Maes-
tro di Capelle Weser, an old friend of my
fathern  Having accidentally heard that se-
veral Russian prisoners were” expected at
Berlin, and among them one named Kotze-
bue, he was overjoyed at being able to re-
lieve the misfortune of his friend’s soh. e
immediately requested that my quartering
billet might- be due(ted to him, conducted
me,to his elur.mt home, and introduced me
to his amiable wife. I thought myself i

Abraham’s bosom whilst I remained with this

excellent family, whose kind greatment |
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must ever recollect with the warmest grati-
tude. Unfortunately, the commandant would
only suffer us to make a halt of two days, a
period much too short for taking evenp a su-
perficial view, of sueh a place as Berlin; but
the worthy Weocl spar ed no pains in shov&-
ing me all that wks curious and infer estmg‘ in
that superb city.

I was struck with admiration on viewing
the royal palace) and experienced a sensation
of sorrow on entefi.ng the cabinet of the late
excellent and celebrated queen, in which
every thing remains untouched since her
death; even the pen with which she last
wrote is still preserved. Near her writing-
table stands that of the king, who luui only to
turn his head in order to see his beloved con-
sort. An emotion of melancholy scized me
whilst I beheld these sacred relics of conjugal
'tenderness, such as is'rarely to be met with
even in common life, still less among princes!
In one of the chambers, a celebrated young

artist was employed in painting a fu'l length
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portrait of the queen. The king daily visited
this artist, to observe the progress of his
work, and to ussist him in perfecting the like-
uess by his recollection of the original.

On my’return home, I was agr eeably sulr-
prised at mcctmw with Colonel Fon Valentini,
(now promoted to the rank »f general,) who
had immexly served iy tht Russian geheral
staff with dlqtmmuslred honour. Sinces the
alliance of Prussia with I rance he Jhad re-
turned to the service of lns hative country :
notwithstandiug this he was still stmlwly at-
tached to Russia, and had visited the pri-
soners i their quarters for the purposc of
conso]ing'zmd assisting them. He likewise
made a collection among the prencipal fami-
fics in Berlin, which for a long time secured
the unfortunate ca.ptives against want.

On the secong day of my halt in Berlin, I
was invited to visit the” Eonntes.s Vost;y go-
verness to the younger branches df the royal
family. Thoughe this la,(iy had arrived at a
very advanced age, she still preserved the

M
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most sprightly and agrceable manncrs. I
must confess that my worn-out uniforms, and
the general shabbiness of my appcarance,
‘made' me feel rather awkward in such com-
pany, and more paltlculcu]y on the unex-
pected entrance of the little Princess Lou1sa.
I was pres¢ntpd-to ‘ner, and the compassion-
ate looks of this angel drew tears from my
eyes. But my confusion was sti'l 'grcater
" when the king himself appeared. However,
his condescension and frankness soon enabled
me to recover myself. He disclosed an ami-
able trait in his character ; for, as ye all con-
tinued standing, he out of respect to the
countess’s age requested her to sit down, and
when she lhesitated to do so, he‘himsclf led
hercto a sofa.  The conversation turned on
the war; the bupning of i\“l'os«ow, which ap-
peared deeply to affect his majesty ; and the
opelaiions bf'(?ou}ij:'Wittgenstcin. I related
all T knew, and the king honoured what
I said with the greatest attention. His ma-

jesty made many kind inquiries respectine
1 8
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the situation of my father, called him an in-
exhaustible poet, «and mentioned that he had
Just published a new piece. On leaving the
room, he said: I hope you will pay a visit
to our theatre.”

A short time after his departure, one of his
aides*de-camp appearcd, and deltvered to me a
very | valuable present,fron} lus majesty, whxch
he said the king requested 1 would aceept, as
I was far from home, and deprived.of. all op-
portunity of receiving asSistance from my
friends. I was moved to the heart. The
Countegs Voss, by her kind attentions, dee.
tained me with her half an hour longer, dur-
ing which time we vied with each other in
praising the king. 'The performance of this
duty, in some degree, rclieved my overloaded
heart, and Ileft the castle penetrated with
gratitude and admimtion The good Weber,’
who adored the kxnrv, ¥as as much oviétjoyed
as [ could be. After I had repeated to him
ten times overr every word which the king
had uttered, he sprang from ‘his scat over-

N «
M 2
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come with delight, and exclaimed, “ Is not
our king an angel?”” to which I with all my
heart assented.

In the evening, Colonel Valentini accom-
p:m'ied' me. to the theatre, with which I was
the more deiighte(i, (both with respect to the
house, and the cPerfor’mance,) as. it formed a
contrast to the miserable German theatre at
Petershurgh, and as the king hlmsclf was pre-
sent. The Trench military formed a strong
party in the pitt On my return home, I
learnt with regret from my friend Hune, that
we were to quit Berlin on the following morn-
ing. A shert time before my departure, the
celebrated physician Hufeland honoured me
with a visit. « My father and he had known
each pther from their childhood, and he seiz-
cd this opportunity to prove hew deeply he
'deplmed the misfortune whlch had befallen
the sox of his friend, -

The good:Weber accompanied me to the
housc of the comman‘d:ant, where, after I had

once more endcavoured to express my grati-
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tude for his kindness, I mounted my carriage,
and set out with " the other prisoners. We
departed from Berlin with heavy hearts, for
we had all experienced most hospltabl»e treat-
ment from our.hosts, from whom some of the
prisoncrs had even received handsomq pre-
sents.— Heaven bless the good people of
Berlir!
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CHAPTER IX.
Journey to Mentz.

WEe Jeft at Be1]m the French officers who
escorted us, and thc charge of conductmq us
was now intrusted to Mujor Switschin, the
§enio; Russian officer.

On Zu'l"\iving’ at the little town of Burgh, a
short distance from Magdeburgh, I was at-
tacked by a violent fever. This was probably
“occasioned by the cold and damp statc of the
atmo_spher(;., as I was never addicted to in-
temperate drinking, and indeed scldom re-
sorted to that universal cordial which my
companions seemed to regard as a certain
protection againsf the scverity of the weather,
and all othel; ills. T was, hewever, extremely
ill on al’l’lVlﬂé at Magdeburgh, where a day’s
rest in very good quarters in some measure
restored my health. "The pl“lysician who at-

tended me, was of opinion that I ought to
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have remained at Burgh a few days longer,
even though I should afterwards have tra-
velled with* double speed.  But the com-
mandant would only consent to this bn one
condmon, wlnch was, that 1 showld be sent
to the l.nmutto. This ldea filled m\\h with
horrot.  In wain did niy good thost offer to
become my security, and declare that ty re-
sidence'in his house should be no obstacle to
another officer being quartered upon him:
The commandant persist®l in repeating:
“Ven suis bien faché—Cela ne se peut .pas.”
I therefore declared myself ready to proceed.
Just as I was stepping into the carriage, the
sub-commandant, who had taken compassion
on the weak state in which hessaw me, gave
me a very favourable description of their mi-
litary hospital. I thanked him, and drove off.

I know not whctlwl the freshness of the’
air, or the JO]tlll“ I réceived in th@—w'lrlage,
contributed in. any degrce to*my recovery,
but T felt myself much better on arriving at
Schonebeck : and on the following morning,
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after a refreshing sleep, 1 seemed to cnjoy
new existence. The finc*weather next day
completed my recovery.

. We ' soon arrived at L———, wherc 1 was
quarter ed in the house of a rich muchant
who was doubly rich in possessing two beau-
tiful and aclotaplished daughters. It'; hap-
pened‘that these ladies, were going to a ball
on the very evening of my arrival; and hear-
ing them. complain that there were very few
dancers in the town, I offered -to accompany
them; though I had not entirely recovcred
from my indisposition. My proposal was joy-
fully accepted, and I fell to brushing my uni-
form, which, though almost threadbare, still
I;l'eset'\'cd some remnants of embroidery and
epaulettes.  After I had eaten a good supper
with my host, (for the dancing ladies had no
appetite,) I handed my fair companions into
a coachyhich seemhcr'i to héw'e been apyro-
priated to the‘use of the whole town, for it
had already conveyed a,dozen amilies to the
ball. We stopped at a door which was illu-
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minated by lamps, and, on alighting, were
received by the master of the ceremonies,
who, with much politeness, wished us a plea-
sant evening.

I had the haﬁpinesg to open the ball with
my host’s eldest daughter, and\‘continu.ed,
(_huing the remainder of fhe evening, to dance
with her,and her sigter, who, besides being
thé prettiest women, were the best dancers in
the room. As there were several Russian
officers, my fellow-p}'i.goncrs, present, 1 suc-’
ceeded in forming a party with them for my
favourite dance Quadrille ; not that th(; gen-
tlemen of the town did nét know how to
dance it, but their figures were so ditferent
from those which I had Yeen accustomed to,
that I found it impossible to go through with
them. *For, instance:. we had formped the cir-
cle, and were read_y.to begin the dance, when
,one of'tl;e town.beaux; v:fho ﬂpﬁeared yery
anxious for the iqtroductfon of new figures,
placed hitself at the head of' the room, and

gave the follawing directions to those who
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stood near him: “Now Charles, you set to
my partner, and I set to youis; Friss and
Reinhold do the same. Then I chassée with
your partner, and you lead down the middle
with mine! Fid Iiss and, Reinhold do so hke-
wise. Then tum your partners four times,
and finish with the grand close.”

My total ignorance of this technical lan-
guage frequently prevented me from joining
in thé danoes; however, the ball was upon
the whole very agreeable; every one did as
hé pleased, and danced as well as he could,
without being criticised by the rest of the
company. It was pretty late beforc we
thonght of returning home, yet we left the
greater part of the ‘company still enjoyiné the
dance; and-I remarked that my host’s daugh-
ters regarded it as a grand point of hdnour to
have” been among the first who quitted the
ball-room, {61 on the- f'c]lowmg day they,
boasted, with much satisfaction, of having
been at home full five minutes before some of

their neighbours.
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Unfortunately this ball was attended with
very serious gonsequences to me, for on arri-
ving at ’Bemburgh I C)\])CliCDCtd a severe re-
laps¢ of my fever. When we JeJ.ched Halle,
I was so much reduced, that’I 1 ad scar cely
strength enough to alight from t}x\y 1ggon;
}et, such was thy drcad.of bemg sent to the
Lospital, shat I .‘nfma,bod to uawl to my al-
lotted quartus. By a lucky accident, my
host, besides being a physician hiself, Was a
brother of the Collegé:(founse“or Jacob, of
Petersburgh, with whom I was intimately ae-
quainted, and in whose house I had §pent
many a happy hour. Professor Jacob came
to the door to receive me, and 1 was foseibly
struck by the strong resémblance which he
bore to his brother. On hearing® my name,.
he gave me a most hearty welcome, and de-
clared hlli)%(“lf a warm admuer of my ﬂlthcr
writings. He thén introductd me to-his
amiable wife, who expressed the deepest con-
cern for n;y misfortune.  They inﬁmediately

ordercd a bed to be prepared for me, and



hoped that I might be permitted to remain i
their house until my recovery. The kind
treatment I experienced was increased when
I mfmmed my worthy host, that I had the
happmess t efijoy the friendship of his bro-
ther Hq’ had not seen hun for five years,
and eight months k:ad elapsed since he had
even received a ]etter. It is impossible to
describe with what interest the famil y listened
to evel_y littlé cnrc,'lmstance respecting their
relations.. All the children assembled at my
bed-side, and I was obliged to relate to them,
in great detail, what progress cousin Thetcsa
had made in literature, how well cousin An-
neiic could sing and perform on the piano-
forte, and how cousin Adolph still contrived
'to make himself generally beloved.

Professor Jacob exerted himself to obtain
from the commandant permission ‘for me to
rerain in his house until 1 should recover my
health. At first he received a decided re-
fusal, and was told that I must go imme-
diately to the hospital. He, however, made
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a professional declaration as a physician, that
I could not leave my bed, and that he would
not answer for the conscquences if I were
dragged to the hospital. At last it was or-
dered, that the hospital physxcaan "\hotld in-
spect me; and that, if my case v\il;e really

ight b2

allowed to remaxq in the house of *Professor

such as it had been l*epnesented I

Jacob, on his giving' security for my appear-
ance. Thus was I suddenly rescued front the
prospect of the greatest‘mlsery, and fixed in
the midst of an amiable and phxlanthwplc
family, where I was made the object of ,the
greatest care and the kindest attention. The
separation from my friends and unfortuyate
fellow2travellers was, it is tyue, painful; but
I hoped it would be only of short duration.
The faver compolled me to keep my bed.

The commandaut sent his secretary daily to
ascertain, the state” of sy lealdk. * He was
under the jurisdiction of Magdeburgh, and

seemed farsfrom being well pleased that 1
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still lived, and had no taste for dying in the
hospital.

Though my host devoted to me alinost
every moment he could spare from the calls
of his prdfesswn, yet I was of'ten left alone ;
and wou i perhaps, in the course of my con-
valescence, havt beeomle a prey to melan-
choly, had not the worthy Doctor Eberhard
spent mauy evenings by my bed-side, where
he animated me by learned and interesting
conversation, and oiten had the goodness to
read to me for hours together. For his be-
newslent attention and sacrifice of valpable
time, it was impossible I could make him any
vefurn; but he was pleased to appear interest-
ed with the aneedotes of my voyage round
“the world, which I related to him: but our
most agrceable emplpyment was beating the
French, and we had already d'riv:,cn them to
the Vistlila. when “we first heard the news of
their being on the Beresina.

'The commandant visited me once just be-
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fore my departure, but only showed his anx-
iety for hastening my recovery, in order
that he mighit send me oft as quickly as pos-
sible.  He obliged me to proniise, that I
should not go to any other hoyse *n the town.
This was the only promise I 'ever\‘{nade in the
course of my life, which.I did not conscich-
tiously keep, but hew could T Yeave Halle
without paying a farewell visit to Doctor
Eberhard and his amiable lady? I accom-
plished this object wrapped up in a large
cloak, and under the shade of nlight. To
keep the secret from the servants, I passed
for 'a miller from the country,; and, 1 believe,
I did not play the part badly.

Az T could not visit gny person in the
town, my host kindly invited somg friends to-
spend with me the evening prewom to my
departure. In this interesting party were the
celebrated Aulic Goupsellor Sehucz, and his
111<rhly accomplished wife. » This lady was an
old acquaintance of my father, and she had

shown great attention to me during my in-
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disposition. I was now further indebted to
her for a bill of exchange on Frankfort, which
proved of great advantage to me.

The commandant allowed me to take a
walkwaboutv'thq,town, in the company of ‘Pro-
fessor Jacgh. He showed me thé excellent
Iriqtitutiof the ebmx‘yatory of which affords
~a view of'the whole town, and its beautiful
environs. ,On our way komc‘ he showed , me
the remarkable window from which Napoleon
was fired at. It is'wenderful how the tyrant
liappened to be missed. A person, then con-
nected with the university, (and now again
connected with, it!) caused much misery to
many by accusations. .

The commandagt was so good as toallow
+mc a chaisg, which, with an old sergeant, who

was to escort me to Erfurt, stood ready at
my «Joor by eight in the morning. The Aulic
Counsellor Schutz, ard rotor hb‘erhard, at
the same hour, paid me another visit in order
to take leave of me, aric} neither of them

came empty handed. The latter gave me, as
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a memorial of his friendship, a fine map of
France, engraved' by Baptiste, which I sa-
credly prese'rve. The former brought me an
elegant basket, containing some reﬁ'csi‘lme.n*s
for my journey,; and to this store, of c‘!'lintics,
my kind hostess made a considerable addi-
tion : but I thust confeqs, that my usual good
appetite, which I had then compktcly re-

covered; did not pcrmlt me long to °retain
these memorials of my friends,

It is impossible to describe the feelings
which agitated my heart when I had to take,
leave ofsa family in which, I may say, I had
tound a new father, mother, anll sister. [
could not speak, but my eyesoverflowed witle

, grateful tears. How happy should T be to
have it in my power to make a return ® any
one of that family!

After I had- lcf't H‘l“e long behind, [ still
wept bitterly; for the pamful p'uﬂ)g scenc
through which I'bad passed, brought strongly
to my recollection all Ihad alrcady losf, and

produced ,gloomy anticipations of the future.
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The honest sergeant, who rather served than
guarded me, seemed to behold me with as-
tonishment, and said and did every thing he
though.t could console me.
Mer. eblrgh is so small, that if the burgo-
maste/q sneeze at one end of the town, the
beadfe may hear 1t at the other! I left it in
the midst of a fall of‘ ¢now, which the wind
drove right against us. “We could scarce sec
five steps before us, and the horses moved on
slowly and with difficulty. At last, about
_two in the morning, we reached an inn, call-
‘ed the Balloon, half-way between Mezseburgh
and Naumburgh. Here I and my poor body-
- guard, whose clothing was not well suited to
the weather, warmed and enlivened ourselves,
and ‘Yound the place so agreecable, that we
heard with increaced dissatigfaction the raging
of the storm which we had agarn to encounter.
Meanwhﬁe 1t began’ to dawn, and we thought
it necesssry “to proceed.
The road was covered with snow, and the

coachman had taken a. drop more than was



179

necessary to quench his thirst. The horses
had their choice of going where they pleased,
and they took a fancy to the road o Frey-
burgh.

In about half an hour*it grew qu‘{e dark
again, and thc horses Qtood still. I never in
my llf'c saw such a storm, echpt oneg, in the
sea of Iapan . When we wished to qpeak we
had to roar as loud as possible into Lach other
car, and even then scarcely a\word could be
heard. It was conscquen‘tly useless to call to
the coachman; but when stopped and made
to undérstand, he asserted that we must b:a
near avillage called Markrolitz, wh.ich was only
the quartcr of a mile distant fr om the Balloon.
Conﬁdmg in this assurance, we let him take
his own way ; and after alternatcly knockmg
against fragﬁ’xenbs of iocks, and sinkin® into,
deep holes, wt came at last to the brmk of a
precipice. Fortunately, we turned in time,
and after wandering for,some hours through
fields and over aitclles,'without.knowing whi-
ther we were going; we at last arpived at a

N 2
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village which, to our great astonishment,
proved to be only one thousgnd paces distant
from the Balloon. We were obli;;ed to hire
a*gyidq to conduct us to Markrolitz, where
we pasfed the night. Next morning it was
calm, ()ut we were Ob]lﬂ‘ed to wait an hour
after the tlrne at Wthh we inténded t;o de-
part, untll the peasants had so far clearer the
1oad as to render it pasmble, thoug;h they
had beén ‘at work upon it from day-break.

We arrived at ‘la:st at Naumburgh, where
MHerr Zabsch, a relation of the Consistorial
Counsellor Krause of Koningsberg,+had al-
ready given motice at the Town-House, of
1is wish that I should be quartered *in hig
house on my arrival. He received me with
open Yirms. I found him, in every respect,
a most worthy man, and his Wwife a lively
amlable woman. He was a s.ncme patriot,
and had ol)tdmed the cross of the Saxon Or-
der of  Meri.

Here 1learned that-my grand-mother, who
lived in Weimar, and whom, as I had been
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born and educated in Russia, T had never
seen, was exceedingly anxious to mect me.
The route of the prisoners was the shortest
way through Buttelstadt to Erfurt, and.{houg}}_
nearly cighty, t.hc old lady had reselved, not-
withstanding the badness of the roads and
the su'outy of the season,s td ttavel to'But-
telstadt to embrace Rer unknown gldﬁd%on.
This intelligence affetted’ me much, butl was
at the same time vexed on account .of the’
difficulty I knew she would Mave to encounter
in such a journey.

When I announced my name to the com-e
mandant of Buttelstadt, he immediately said
that he had been requested to send an express,
to my graftdmother. ¢ But,” added he, 1
am personally acquainted with her, and-wish
to sparc hersthe trouble gf coming here.”
Then drawing me aside, he said, ¢ As soon
as your guard 1s asleep, e ﬂmaygct into a
sledge, drive to Weimar, and return here by
day-break.” This Wwas 1o sooner proposed

than executed, and by eight o’clock I was,
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for the first time in my life, in the arms of
my grandmother.

A grandmother is usuaﬁy regarded as a
cross ond woman, closely confined to an arm
chau 5 but how lxttlc did mine answer this
descrlptlon3 She moved about her house
with all the uctivity of a girl of cighteen, and
by her good humbur and vivacity rendered
all areund her happy. | “

* We .had scarcely been an hour in conver-
sation to_geth%r,‘when the secretary of the
Grand Princess G:ntered, and signified that
Jher highness desired to speak to me. My
heart throbbed when one of her ladies con-
ducted me to her apartment, and.I only
waited for the entrance of the prificess. She
received me with the most amiable conde-
scension. Her fing featuresbore evident traces
of the grief she had suﬂered for the fate of
her ‘unbenpy ezyntry. The style in which
she expressed herself was simple and unaf-
fected; but what a’ heart, what a soul ani-

mated every word she uttered! When she
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mentioned the burning of Moscow, her voice
faltered, and tedrs bedewed her pale cheek.
I expressed my hopes of the advance of Witt-
genstein’s corps, and the princess hs}ened 0
me with much satisfactign. T.h'e hereditary
Prince her husband who then entered the
rooni, hondured me witht siinilar condescen-
sion and kindness.

The’ last words Which this divine princeqs
addressed to me will ever remam engravcn
on my memory: “ Too long,” aid she, ¢ have
I deprived your grandmother of your com-
pany. J wish you a good journey. Acquaiht
the rest of the prisoners how sincerely I re-
gret not having seen them at Weimar. Yeu"
are the first that I have seen ffom my country
since the late unfortunate events. I<have or-
dered my Secrgtary to give you a sum of‘
money, which I beg of you, to distribute
among your fe]low-pnsnners‘- it findeed far
too little to supply all their wants, but it is
given with a Willing heart. Should you ever
teturn in freedom to your native country, I
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entreat that you will all visit me, and the joy
which I shall then experiefice will prove to
you how deeply I deplore your present un-
happy si\f.).mtion. Farewell I” |

Had Ibeén alone,in the chamber, T should
‘have thrown myself' on the floor, and kissed
the ground on whith she stood. ‘I returned
home q:lite paie, to thes terror, of my good
grandmother, who for some time could 'obtain
n’(')thing from ‘m/e b:)t expressions of love and
admiretion of the princess, in which she wil-
lingly joined me.

‘It was already late, and I had enjoyed but
a short slumber on the sofa, when the com-
Ticmdant arrived, to tell me that it was time
to depart. My grandmother had bécome so
dear to'Tae, during the few hours I had spent
in her.company, that I felt muth pain on
bemo‘ fmcvd to part with her, but I was
-')blwed o~ go. 'We atrived at bl-lttdbtddt at
seven in the mor nmg,‘whel e, in conformity to
the orders of the commandant, my guard was

allowed still soundly to enjoy his rest.
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If any thing could have hcightened the
siucere admiration with which I regarded the
Grand Pr’mces;, it was the information Ireceiv-
ed from the good commandant, thaf her high-
ness had or dexed a wardrobe to Lc provided
in Buttelstadt from Whlch the travelling prl-
soffers were completely clothed, wnd cacli
pm\lded with a sym of money, aclording to
his rank. = I might ffcely have been a sharer
in these benetits, but all my necaessities Werce
more than sufficiently sx’lﬁpligd; notwithstand-
ing this, none of my comrades could feel
more, sinccrer grateful than I did forsthe
bounty of this noble princess. »

I was desirous of remaining a wholeg?2y
in Erfart, as 1 wished to send a letter to my
benefactor Jacob, by the serjecans who was
returning to I;Ialle; and likewise that I might
relieve the,anxicty of my grandmother by an-
nouncing to her the siicessful issde of my
sclcret Journey to' Weimar. 2, however, sud-
denly struck me, that I might probably gain
permission to return to Weimar for a few

days. 1 hastencd to make this request*to the
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commandant, and was so unthinking as merely
to say, that I had a rclation in Weimar. He
refused me this permission, and I went from
placs to g’iace, from one general to another,
but all was vzin. I was not, however, dis-
heartened ; 1 appealed a second time to the
&ommandant, and teold ‘him, that -my dear
grandmother, who wa's eighty years of age,
resided in Weimar. “'Good God!” he ex-
claimed, ¢ why did you not tell me this
sooner? You mast be permitted to see your
.grandmc;ther.”, He repeated this twenty
times over, whilst he hastily walked about
the room, and. desired his secretary to sign
for. me a permission for four days’ absence.
He ﬁndoubtedly possessed both parerits and
grand-patents, the recollection of whom for-
cibly entered his mind at that moment. He
certainly ran great risks on my' account, for,
in the first place, Re’ prisoner was permitted
to ‘go beyond the prescribed route; secondly,
my name was one which no Bonapartist could
bear to hear pronounced ;, and thirdly, a
French envoy residcd at Weimar, who might
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easily have rendered my journey thither ‘a
ground of suspicion. But his kindness over-
came every scruple: may Reaven reward him
for it!

I arrived at ¥eimar in tyo Eburs. ~My
grandmoth®r, who was seated in her arm.
chair reading, let ‘the, bgok drop . from hur
hands on the unexpected entrarce of her
grandson.. 1 1mmedlately paid a yisit to the
French envoy, M. de St. Aignon, whe re-
ceived me very pohtely, wnd plomlsed to be
answerable for my 1emammg in Weimar a3
Jong as I pleased. I ventured to obgerve,
that 1 could only, with proprgiety, obtain that
permission from the commandant at Lrfurt,
under whose charge I then was. M. de
St. Aignon said, that I was a gogd soldier for
this strjct observance of dlsc1p]me, and pro.
mised that he would instantly write to Er.
furt.

As I was free from allyrestriction during
this visit to Weimar, I had frequently the ho
nour of being invited to the court, where
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not only the Grand Princess, but the Duke
and his amiable consort overwbelmed me with
favours. I was so happy whilst I remained
at Weimar, that I sometimes forgot I no
long.él‘ ‘wo}é a sword. Unfoftunately, I ¢ould
not remain there longér than five days.

¢ Such a; degree of cold as that which was
experienced in the'beginni‘ng of December,
had never, before beelm'l{rioqu at Weimar.
Unce-day the report spread that Bonaparte
had passed, in great haste, through the town.
It was also whispered, ‘that the French army
had“been completely routed. I dined on the
same day at the court, and when the august
personages entered the saloon, it was easy to
read joy on every gountenance; but n¢ pub-
lic expressjon of congratulation took place,
as the lrench cnvoy was present.  Lhe anx-
ious* and ine]ancho]y air of M. de St. Aig-
non formed a syriking <ontrast to .th_c happy
looks of the rest’of the company. I had the
honour of h&i—ng the first to whom the Prin-

cess spoke as shc passed to her place; and
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she said only these few but important words,
“ He passed through here last night—our
country is delivered!” She then turned to
others, and commtumcatcd to them the same
pleasmg mtclllo'enw Nothmg was said on
the subject at table, but the happy looks of
the Gerntans betrayed what® was passing in®
their heartg. After dinner, the Ftench en-
voy, *"who entered into conversationr with me,
confirmed the report of Nupcleon having
passed through Weimat diting the, night 5
and lamented that, in consequence of this
change of cireumstances, he could not kéep
his promise with me. He, therefore, request-
ed 'me to. proceed forward that day if' possi~,
ble, of at the latest next morning. This was
a great disappointment to me, Jor I had
tormed ¢he hope of stppping in Weimar un-
til the Cqssacks arrived. M. St. Aignon,
howevel, Justly m(mted +heé -tincete than'ks
which I.did not fail to return for his cmhty
His conduct had ingleed procured him general

respect in Weimar.
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" At the farewell audience, which the Grand
Princess was pleased to grart me that even-
ing, she related to me several particulars of
the total\'pverthrow of the French. As she
was about, to withdraw, slie said, « Carry to
your unfortunate comrades the jo'yf'ul news of
‘the deliverance &f their country—that thought
will animbte all of them.”

The words of this’ angelic princeds sc
povwerfully moved me, that I stopped for
some time in the’ audience-chamber after she
was gone, in order to conceal my emotion
from the attendants whom I had to pass.
But why was I ashamed of my tears? I shed
Qene when, after the battle of Friedland,
splin‘ters of bone were every fortnight taken
out of my shattered arm; but this noble ge-
nerosity and kindness towards an unfortunate
youth penetrated to the inmost recesses of
my heart.

Havmg received my grandmother’s bles—
sing, I left Weimar, overwhelmed with regret
at being obliged to depart. The commandant
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at Erfurt gave me a very favourable recep-
tion. He inquired after the health of my
grandmother, “informed me that the envoy
had written to h1m respecting me, and that
consequentl?r my havmo' rem-amed beyond
the time allowed was immaterial. He then
gave me'a marching billet; and permittea
me to travel withqut an escort; but I had to
give' my parcle 'of lionour that I.would go
directly to Mentz, without deviating trom
the prescribed route. 'Aé\é?ardingly, I pro-
ceeded on my journey, not as a prisoner, but
as if I had been a private gentleman travel-
ling for his pleasure.

In passing through Gotha, I was epter,
tained in a most friendly . manner by Herr
Schenk and his lady, to whom I brought let-
ters from Weimar. In the inn at which I
stopped at Elsenach I heard some wirm
conversa,tlon “and argume’at ahout I\upoleon s
ﬂnght, and I was sorry to observe that he Sl
had many partizans there. I had a letter to

the post mistress, a handsome young woman
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born in Weimar. She told me, that as she
was quietly knitting on the evening before, a
man entered wrapped up in a large pelisse.
He lacomcall y wished her a} good evening, and
proceeded toe warm his kands at the stove.
Such visits were common, and bhe, at first,
*took noe particilac notice of him. + He soon
began, hdwever, to m:'ike inquiries respecting
the damage which had $omé time before'been
dorte by tha blowing up of an ammunition-
waggon, and asked Whether those who suffer-
ed by the accident had received the money
which the French Emperor ordered to bg dis-
tributed among them?  She related what she
&new of the affair. He asked her whether
she knew the Emperor. She answered she
had only «scen him transitorily. < Do you
wish to sece him?’— O yes!” +He then
threw l)a(,l\ his pehsse, with the cape of which
his face was pa.lt]y-co.ver«,d and said, « You
se¢ him now,” ““The surprise of the post-mis-
tress may be easily conjéc:tured. * She offered

-him some refreshment, which he declined.
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Meanwhile there was a loud noise at the
door, where .Caulin.court was caning the pos-
tilions for delaying to put to the lorses.
These geptlemen' wése on the pomt 3f pe-
turning him like for ]l]\e' when the post-

master, who rccogmscd the Duke of V1cen7a,
ran to lm assistance.  In })‘ISSIT]O throuv‘h the
office he found: the emperor paying c \n.pln-
ments to his wife, and dlssu'\dmg her from
going to see what the noise was about He
went, however, to the doer lnmself put’an
end to the uproar, and then proceeded far-
ther on his journey, after very politely taking‘
leave of the post-master and pos:t-mistrcss.
It was i‘(‘[)f.)l‘ted at Eisenach, that he madc*
the latter a present of a valuable ring.

When I arrived at Frankfort, the celebrated
twenty-ninth bulletin had appeared ; and, in
spite of the vigilance of the French poljce,
various demonstrations ‘of 'jO); took place.
Many persons illuminated thei1'0h01lse§. I
visited only the Russian consul, General Beth-

*
man, whom Bonaparte so shamefully,ill treat-



194

ed in preventing him from executing the du-
ties of his office.

At Castel, opposite Mentz, my portman-
*teau “was searched by/ the I‘lench Custom-
house oﬂicrr, and I was detained twenty-
four hours on account of a Russian prayer
book The G‘lal‘ld Princess had rcquested
me L0 carry it to ond’ of the Russian. popes

,who had been talsen pnsonex, and who had
made apphg{atxop for the book to be sent to
hin). The ancient Sclavonick character was
quite incomprehensible to the French, and
.they suspected that it served to tonceal a
cipher for secret correspondence. When an
"mtention of detammg the book was infimated,
1 lequlred a 1ecelpt for it; but tlut was re.
fused and I was told that I must wait until
it was examined by a skilful decipherer in
Meptz. At last pne of the dfficers good-na-
turedly rémarked, that as it was a book which
had been u.sed, it was not liable to duty, and
that therefore they had no occasion to notice
it.  Thi§ opinion was assented to, and I was
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allowed to embark my little property on board
of a ferry-boat, in swhich several ladies and
gentlemen had also taken their passage, across
the Rhine to Mentz. "{lfter we had put off,
‘a gale of wind came on; and thesmaster of
the boat, who was drunk, steered so badly,
that the ‘waves broke every momeat ovensthe
boat. The ladits scrp’am,ed, which—;r\gi’cd
him, and made him more confused., I placed
myself beside him, began to shink it time to
exert my seamanship, and helped him to avoid
the waves. The ladies observing that I knew
something of the management of a hoat, and
that I was at least soberer than the master,
requcsted him with one voice to give up the
helm to me. Their confidence mduced me
to take the hclm from him, and I steered the
boat safely to Mentk When we landed, the
boatman showed .himself. sensible of my as.
sistance, and wished me to drink spirits with
him ; but, on my . refusaly muttered curses

against the Russians.
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CHAPTER X.

Journzy from Mentz to Soissons, by the iwuy of Paris.

19

ON showing my marching-] blllet to the com-
maudant of Mentz, quarters were immediatel y
as,.,ngned me, but thé worst I had o-cupied
since I left Tilsit. Next morning I was re-
qulred to 'glve my parole of honour, that I
would not remove from the place appointed
for my residence without permission. This
was done in the following manner= on a sheet
of paper was printed the form of the required
dec]zuatlon, or oath; to whlch were added
several qucstlonq, as, Where were you born?
What is the name of your father? of your
moiher? Are they living? &c. When the
prusoner l\ad filled up the answers to these
questlons in hxs own hand-writing, and signed
the whole, the commandant congratulated
him on beiag now "left to travel by himsclf.

He delivered to me a new macching-route
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to the depot at Soissons, and reckoned the
resting-stfltionq which  were thirteen' in
number. He then cou‘nted out two ﬂancs
for ecach station, amdcy ntmfr altowf‘tha- to
£wenty-six ﬁdncs, and ade, me s’d off, in
God’s name; adding, that I might ride if I
could afford to Hay for it, and it not I ml‘tst
be content to go,on fooa. Those whv-tc'l_U
prove that they were abovc fifty years of age
were provided with a horse. This I’ cbuld
not do; but it was impOSsil)lz‘, evén at my
age, to travel through the mud, with which
the roads were covered, without running the
risk of severe illness. I soon overtook a pea-
sant on tlie road; he was returning from mar-
ket, and offered to drive me to "Altzey for
three francs, provided I would sit amony the
empty butter-calks ip his cart.» The roads, as
well as the weathe.r, ‘prov?d S0 unf’ayourablg,
that it was pretty late in the *eveniflg when
we arrived at Altzey. T was, it is true, pro-
vided with quarters by order of the mayor;

hut 1° was not even allowed a licht to undress
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by, much Iess could I obtain any thing to eat.
A day or two afterwards, I was conducted by
another peasant, in ;. miserabie two-whecled
vehi'clc, to Lautern, a,distance of about eight
mileg: for this Jour{ey 1 was compelled to
paytwenty-five francs, in splte of all my remon-
strances a'g‘unst this impositivn upon a poor
pusoner. Wher I appealed to the mayor for
rcdre%, he told m'e, with. much cooulness, that
I had not been overcharged. On arriving at
Taatern, <whert I was very comfortably quar-
tered, I began to ruminate on the low state
of my purse, and calculated, that, during my
two last: short journeys, I had spent much
more than the sum I received from the com-
‘mandant of Mentz. My host, Who was very
readsr to do me any piece of service which
togk nothing out of his own pocket, was very
active in seeking a suitable conveyance for
me, but: all iiis efiorts p;oved.useless : 1t cost
me twenty-five franes to go to Deux-Ponts.
Here I was fortunate enough to be quartered

in the house of a plyysician, who not ‘only
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treated me well, but was the means of helping
me out of my troyble: when I told him the
cause of my- vexdtion, he immediately said,
“Why do you not travel by the dilizence?
You would be more‘gcomfortably accommo-
dated at far les? expense.”’ l

I entertained some idea gf this when I de-
parted from Mentz, but Tswas fearful lzst the
great road might deviate from the marciing-
route which was prescribed to me, and doubt.
ed whether I should be adnsitted inio the di-
ligence on presenting n;y nmrching-biilet.

The physician assured me that it would be all
one on my arrival at Soissons; that town was
situated nine French leagues from Chateau-
Thierry, whither I might procsed in the dili-
‘gence, and so reach Soissons cn the fourteenth
day. My host himself rcgommené’éfd me to
the driver of jch(; diligence, and the jd'umey'
from Deux-Ponts to* Chateau-Thierry’ cost
me o;ﬂy ninety francs. By this mcang I saved

one half of the expensé which I must other.
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wise have incurred, and was no longer forced
to creep like a snail along the road.

I thought myself tia*lsported to Elysium,
when, instead of a w1et<%hed cart, 1 got into
a gooélﬁ ‘czm riage hung 014 springs. I had but
one tl.tvellmg companion, an agreeable old
man, a civil oﬂiqer from Mentz, who was
going to ﬂP(ms on uusmess ; he possessed all
the un'(; vivacity and. deh"ate urbanity of the
cld French character. He never once en-
quired who J vas;or what was my name ; and
our l;olitical conversation was not interrupted
vy any warm dispute. When he, as a good
Bonapartist, abused the Russians, I sometimes
opposed him with such convincing arguments
that he was upable to answer me ; -he would
then usual]y fall asleep, and thus we continued
on ver y good terms. We passr‘d through
Metz, Veldun, and (‘halons, and arrived, on
New-year’s aay, at Epernay, so celcbrated
tor good Champagne. My companion and I
here wclcome‘i the new year (?813) by drink-
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ing a flask of Champagne from the fin¢ cellar,
out of which the Russians are said to have
since consumod abogit 60,000 bottles.

We procccdod onwards that very night.
The avine had 1a\qed our qpmts 3 atnd when I
informed ray companzon thgmt I had never
been in Paus, he gave me such a dwcnpthn
of its magnificence, that 1 felt a strdng incli-
ration to Visit thgf ngylon,‘p‘&"tlcum,.ly when
I considered that an exchange of prisoners
might shortly take place, and I" should not.
again have an oppor tunity of gratifying my
\wsl.]. My marching-billet, it is true, dis-
tinctly mentioned Soissons; but, as my*com-
panion assured me, I might easily cxcusc my-
self’ for going to Paris, as there was o di-
ligence from (,lnteau-Thleuy to Soissons,
thougly there was onc from Pyls to the ]atte;
place. H¢ neither knew my name nor my
situation', atherwise he wquld probably have

*been more scrupﬁlods in a:lvising mes~ The
driver of  the diligence b;:ing, .on his part,

very well satisfied, I was determined it shoulc
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not be said of me, that I had been to Rome
without seeing the Pope.

Our travelling party was increased at Cha-
tcau-Thierry by the cntrarfc% of a gentleman
and two lzdies into the diligence. As the old
gentleman and I werc first in thc coach, we
were by custom entitled to the first places;
we, however, wiﬂingl&, resigned them to the

‘ladies, who,~1ii .cturn, entertained us very
agreeably. '

A short time before we reached Paris, 1
took my%eat along with the driver, in the ca-
briolet, in order to enjoy an uninterrupted
prospect : but Paris lies so extremcly low on
this side, that we were unable to descry a
single rteeple. Instead of the fine castles and
pleasurc-grounds with which Petersburgh is
surrounded, ¥ bebeld, on approaching Paris,
nothing but spacious kitchen-gardens, which
were neither enclosed, nor aftached to hand-
some Mouses. We at length reached the bar-
riere, which might Eertainl)' be rendered much

more clegant, for it is formed merely of pali-
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sades, which are not even painted. ‘Here the
diligence was searched, and a custom-house
officersaccompapied us to the coach-office, in
order to be “%fekent at the unloading of the
couch.
In the Faub'ourg' St. De'nis,' I was much
famuse:d by observing the_ splendid shops, ?nd
the crowds of restdess inhabitq'n‘ts; some of
whose .copnt.e;lances eXpressea- gaiety and
contentment, whilst the lqoks of others sgem-
ed to indicate the .deep'est. distress. When
the diligence reached the coachbffice in the
I}ue Notire Dame des Victoires, it was imime-
diately surrounded by a throng of impertinent
beings, called facteurs, who very officiously
offered their services. My trunk was scarcely.
out of the coach, when one of these gentle-
mey placed it on his shoulddrs, and sct off at
50 bri'sk'a rate, that I should *soon have lost
sight *of’ himy had I stepped eyen to bid my
travelling compat;ions f.‘;rewell. Fo!'tunately5

1 had.not far #o oo. as there was an hotel ir;
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the, same’ street, where I made choice of a
convenient apartment.

When the master of the }:‘Ouae requaested
to see my pagsport, I showed ﬁ)lix.n with some
degrex of fear my Inarching-bi&‘et. He glanc“ed.
over it, then looked at me with surprise,
shook his head, and retired: It then rtruck
me that the police migh® possibly order me
back beyord the barrieres; and as I had yet
seen, but little of Paris, I immediately shut
my room, and ‘resolxvred te wander about until
evening ; so that they would, in the mecan
time, at least experience some difficulty in
finding me. I at first ran from one street to
another like a hunted hare, for I imagined
that every body could perccive by my coun-
tenance that 1 was a stranger in Paris. I got
by chance to the Place Vendome, and hed a
view of Napeleon’s triumpﬂal monument, I
ims then anxious to visit the Palais-Royal, of
which I irad heard so much; but how was I

to find my way? There is peruaps no city in
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the world in which information can be so rea-
dily obtained as in Paris, for the I:‘ rench omit
10 oppdrtuniy }Sﬁlgratiating themselves into
the favour ot\’%strangers. I had.scarcely in-
quited which wapy I was to gtf):' when the
person to whom I addressed myself imme-
diatelyssaid, ¢ Turn jinto ,the ﬁrst street on
’:your rig‘ht, Ccross the )Place des Tuileries,
then enter the street at the corner o*la Grosse
Tete, keep still in a straight line, ard you
will soon find yourself opposite the Palais-
Royal.” 1 returned thanks, and repeated
my lesson as I walked along. Mcanwhile,
Bonaparte suddenly passed me with a great
retinue ; and I thought right, like others, to
make him a profound bpw. I soon was sur-
prised by the sight of the triumphal arch, in
which his treaty of peace/dith Austria is
commemgrated in bas-relief. At last I was
convi_néed. that* L had got to the Palais-Royal,.
by the obliging offers of, service which were
made te me on all sides. One very politely
took my hat off my head, protesting that he
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would dress it up for me in the most elegant
style; a second, with many g graceful bows,
insisted upon brushing my c{bat};‘. a third was
ambitious c¢f the honour of ' cleaning my
boots ; and a fonrth held a fAewspaper up to
my eyes, in whi¢h I mwht have read how
many tecth the young King of Rome'had al-
ready got. -l d.iggxrgz;gcﬂ myself from them,
and hastcned to find an-asytum under the
protection of the Restaurateur Bery, who in
a saloon surrounded with mirrors, sits en-
‘throned, w1th madame his spouse, amidst
Beefsteaks auxr pommes de terre, coleletics d.la
Marengo, and many other good things of that
‘sort. Here I refreshed myself with some
oysters, the charge for which was very rea-
scnable. ‘

I soon made ".aysclf acquainted with the
manne:s of the place. In entering this tem-
ple of gourmands, it was nece's'sary‘to"make a
slight obeisance to the priestess, hum two or
‘three ,ytgars of a fashionable air, have'the hair

combed up d Pincroyable, look at oneself in
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each murror, stare impudently with a quizzing
glass at every bay @n the room, gd to a seat,

though not tc, sit, but to stretch oneself
along it, and c‘ﬁll out as loud as0posstble,
“.Garron, lp carth 1"~ Waltel, bring me
the bill of fare!” He who can do all this j s
qulckly Served, receiyéss a "kind ldok from
madame, and is 'chalged ar good price for°
what he orders. After I had satlsﬁed my
appetite, I wished to smoke, and I was di-.
rected to an apartment “allotfed for that pus-
pose. He must be fond of smoking who
could continue ten minutes in this regidn of
fumes and fire. I tried, however, to smoke
a lxttle, as the boy, notmthstandmg thesthick
cloud, noticed me, and put a pipe in my
hand.

I thaiiked God when I found myself again
under the‘co]onnade. The Palais-Royal, with
its sp]endld shops, and thé women which
crowded it, forms a principal topic in every
account of Paris,-and I ghall not attempt a

new description. It is a perfect raree-show,
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the objects of which change™so rapidly, that
the spectator becomes gu}dﬁy in ,contemplating
them. I was jostled out in tl* 2 same manner
as-¥ had xen on my cntr: 1m,e, and wandered
as chance dlreftecl me {hrough the finest
streets, until I was quite fatigued with walk-
’ino' At last I called a cabriolet, w1shmg
still to. sec morc of the town in i, and was
not a httle surprised when the driver set him-
self down beside me. 'This, however, only
happens when the pejrson hiring the vehicle
mthel cannot, or does not choose, to manage
the horse himself. 1€ he choose to undertake
that, the driver 'goes behind. The fellow was
ragged, and wore a pair of thick wooden
shoes ; but, upon ‘the whole, thesc cabriolets
form the beit kind of public carriages. The
fiacres are gogd for nuthing; the driver, the
hors;es, and the carriage, are in gefieral most
wret"hcdg and, within the coach, the mos¢
disgusting filthiness prevails.
We passed across the Place de la Revolu-
tion, where the unfortunate royal family suf-
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fered. I shuddered; it secemed to me, that
the trees here coudd never look greensagain.
The fine view of \‘\he S,?‘éine, over which the
beautiful bridge cilled the Pont ded Arts,,,
seemed Suspended im the air, diverted the
melancholy impression.‘ ”
At }?he gate of the Musée Napoleon, over
which a colossal bust of Bonaparte is placed,
I discharged my cabriolet. I then purehased
a catalogue of the Museum. Here -} admired
the Venus de Medicis, and'the Apollo Belvi-
dere, pitied the unfortunate youth drawing a
thorn from his foot, and gazed at the im.'
mense height of the Egyptian antiquities. I
next proceeded to the Picture Gallery, wherg
an exhibition of paintings affortled an oppor-
tunity of comparing ancient and moﬁem art,
It would be necessary to devote mgfr;ths‘ and
even years, to, see this gallery as it ougM to
be scen. I experiencéd a eore of giddiness,
or rather intoxication: ‘whilst I Wandgred up
and down among the c;o'wd. One picture in
particular, attracted ny attention, for it could
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not fail to interest every Russian : the subject
was Peter the Great m «a small boat in the
Lake of Ladoga, uhxng storm the pilot
had Igst all courage, ar.d the Czar himself
seized .the helm, and steered succcssfully
thr ough the waves. This pxcture is mm'uk-
ably, well exec‘uhed; at least I, though 1o
conndisseur, may affiry, that the dishevelled
hair, and the breaking of the wavcs,-aré very
‘correctly: delineated. My own hair has fre-
quently been blown about in the same man-
ner duriﬁg a storm, whilst the waves were
?n'eaking over my head .

~ An Italizn, who had stationed himself near
the Museum, apparently wished to satirize
the military att, by exhibiting two apes dress-
ed in regxmentdls, which bhad been taught to
petform %heu* excrmbe. The lurger of the
two ammals, who was called General Jako,
was S‘Ldtt.d {n & chair; and 1t was his buc;mess
to tlnash the less one, “who was only a ser-
geant, wlxenm er he m,:ule a wrong movement

\ﬁtlx his musktft. When, this correction hap-
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pened to be too severe, the sergeant lost sight
of his subordina (.Jm %‘d wished to take ven-
geance on his sup }'wr officer, upon which a
smart contest would ensue, which” dsually
lasted until the Ttalidn th’ought.proper to in-
terpose.

oLhe Louvre, of whlcb.I ook but a hasty
views would cgrtamly'form a most magmﬁcent
buxldmw when finished, if the numerous N’s
did not disfigure it.

I again hired a cabriolét, without knowing
whither I should go. The coachman men-
tioned S$everal places' to me, ‘and among

them the Mad-House ; but I thought it un-
necesmry to go there, for ma(}mcn are to be
found every where. At last, he mentioned
the Jardin de$ Plantes, and the Sbinet de
P Histoire l\'Tat‘zmt'lle. « Ol; yes,” I extlaims
ed, ¢ drive me there.”? After we had passed
rapiddy through beveral narrow streets, we
reached the Pont d’zlusferlzu, a beautiful iron
bridge, with vuluch, Bad it Bdrne any other
,I;ame, I *should have been .higiﬂy delighted:

p 2
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I cheerfully paid two sous to be driven
across it.
The beautiful Jardin‘des’ Plantes can only
‘pe seéd to adv'mtage durmg the summer, at
which season I wag not fortunate enou'rh to
visit it. I saluted the elephant, for whom a
new palace and Dath; of free stones had begn
erected I frequently f'ound it necessary to
stop my ears, owing to the frightful howling
of the ammals. The perseverance of the
hyena greatly astonished me; he was con-
tinually jumping from one side of his cage to
the other, and gnashing his teeth: I trem-
bled for the perilous s1tuat10n of the little
dog, confined zwthj the lioness, which snapped
up, even ‘under her nose, the best pieces of
meat th&t were thrown into her den.
Ontleavmg the garden, I proceeded to the
finely arranped Cabinet of Natural History,
where my attention was particular ly attracted
by an eXatt model m wax, of every part of
the human bedy. T thad aheady seen most
of th¥ ofher objects in nature, excepting the
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Egyptian mummy, whose countenance has,
for thousands of wears, been adornéd with
smiles. |

On my way home, I again passed ¢hrough-
the Pahus-Ro‘;al wltich is the centw.l point
of mirth and activity., After I had looked
about me. for a short tlme; I went to the
grand opera. « Here ¥ was enchanted by the
excellence of the orchestra, and th® ballet
Nina, appeared to me to be a peifeét repre-
sentation of its kind. The intervals betiveen
the acts were rendered insupportable through
the indecorum of the audience. Conversh-
tion was carried on, though the' parties hap-
pened to be five or six seats distant frem
each other ; and . the theatre resounded with
loud cries of lemonade, orgeade, punch, &c.

It was eleven oclock® when 1 resurned
through the Palais-Royal, whichwas now bril-
liansly lighted up, and thronged by those
smartly- dressed nymphs, who are familiar with
every one, and who *know low to (on‘bme

1mpertmence with 80 many graces. I chanced
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to enter the Caff¢ des Aveugles, where nine
blind men and a blind »u.jman were playing
and singing. 1 staid so,lopy listening to this
-usic, that, on quitting “the coffee-house, I
was surpris&d to find that most of the shops
were shut. The clock had struck one.

I hastened homéwauls, in the full expccta-
thI'I of ﬁudmg a party of gendarmes statipped
bcfore the house, who, In that case, would
doubtleSs have provided me with free, though
not yery agrbcablc', Juarters. What joy did I
experience, when the porter opened the door,
without saying a word, and gave me-the key
of my apartinent. My host had ordered a
cheerful fire to be kindled in my bed- cham-
ber, and I slept very soundly the ﬁxst night
I spent 1@_&’&1‘15.

Earyy next moming I wes saluted by a
leoud knocking at my chamher-door, and on
o.p.enihg it, 1'was surp.iis'ed by the-entrange of
what the French term a Grippe-Jesus: it
w a,s 110 cther than the eolonel of the gendar-

mcne When he expressed his surprise at my
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assurance, in coming to Paris, I played the
simpleton, proteﬁst.ﬁ&, Jjy ignorance ‘of the
geography of Frakce; and told him,, that 1
had no jdea whatever of the situation, of
Soissuns. Instcad of dpolowizing, Irequested
per mlssmn to remain arother da.y in Pwm, as
I had been so hzghly plqasé'd with it.” He
hesltatcd for a’short txme, and dec]arcd that
to be 1mp0<z'41blo I will try, thou rht I whes
ther French vanity can resjst be 1nn’ ﬂzxttered.
1 began to praisc Paris In the mmt extra-
vagant terms, declaring it to be far superior
to St. Petersburgh ; and congratulated myself.',
that I.could, on my return homc., hear testi-
mony how, far the French excgeded all otlier
nations in civility and politeness.  He smiled,
and rmnark.ed, that it was now ¢subly ha-
zardous to allow’me to remain, as Napoleon,
was then in Pyrig: he, however,..qranted my
requdst, on condition that T should be bookel
for the diligence nexts morning, when he
would accompany mé himself to the place

of deparfure.
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The Grippe- Jesus had scarce]y closed the
door, when I again gegrged my rambling.
In the Palais-Royal the: m/dn weye-sxttmg with
‘their wtetched caffé au lait, which by-the-bye
ought rhth.ét;- to be- called laié au caffé, for it
is generally composed of a cup-f'ul] of milk,
with®a very sntall, quantity of coffee: this
forms a most insipid drink to a German.

_ In my oplmon, the streeté and bulldmgs in
Petelsburg‘h far exceed in elegance those of
Paris; and, ‘were it'not for the fine quays of
_granite, which are no Where else to be found,
the. Seine could not_be ‘compared” to the
Neva. W hat is the celeblated Panthcon,
néxt to the new Kasan church! “"We have, it
is true, no Louvre in Petersburgh, but we
have many beautiful and extenswe palaces.
In aHv that regards dlss1patldn it must, how-
ever, be confessed, that Paris has the advan-
tuge.

~In the ‘evening, T visited the celebrated
géming‘?_houses, and dbserved the horrible
countenances of the players, wlifch were
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lengthened or shortened at every turn, ac-
cording as fort,sur-e ﬁmtled or frowned upon
them. I‘he dcathslike stillness which pre-
vailed was only interrupted by Sighs dnd
muermurs.  No souild was to b,e heard except
that of the wooden box, into Whlch the game.
ster threw his money, and* pmhaps ]ost it for
ever. I even observed women, who, having
lost all their money, staked theu ungq, Qare
rings, combs, &c.; they pelhaps won these
trinkets: agam, with a 1dss of ﬁve per cent or,'
if they lost them, they rosc to solicit a lopn
from “the first stranger they chanced to i)cr-
ceive. Poor as my appearanc.e bespoke me,
T was applied to, and the request was’ fhade
by one so fair, that I was weak enough to
give her atr ifle, and then hastgned from the
room (01, as ‘it should rather be catled, the
den). Dirgetly over the tralmng -house, only
orfe pair of stairs hlgh, is a gun-smlth s sBop,
where the unfortunate gamester -may, with
his last remaining franc, purehase a pistol to
Dlow 6ut his brains.
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1 entered the Caff¢ des mille Colonnes, so
called from the ﬁumeroys;p%}lars which are
reflected by mirrors which ;e*‘over the walls.
Ti¢ chief* attraction of this coffee-house is
the hostess, I;e celebrated Belle Limonadiere,
who formerly sold lemanade in the Ruc St.
Honoré. Bemg visited by the whole popula-
tion of Paris, she soon o‘btamed enough ‘to
pnable her to become the proprietor of the
Caffé de mille Colonnes, where she sits behind
w0 sideboard, a;dorned“with diamonds which
arg said to be worth 30,000 francs. She is, I
must acknowledge; the most beautiful woman
[ ever beheld.

Atthe Theatre Francais, I saw the tragedy
entitled Gabriel de Vergy, in which a lady
receives the }\{eart of her ]ovgr, enclosed in a
golden box. This piece was "very’ well de-
claimed, and (rastlculated ,but € have no taste
{or %uch unnatural storles The actress, wno
performed the p1mc1pal character (probably
Mademoisclle Duchcsrioi's), was loudly ap-

plaudgd, though I gonsider her far inférior to
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the late Madame Ohmann, of Revel. This
charming actresa haq impressed on ‘my mind
an idea of‘ perfectxon, which nothing I have
since seen has surpassed*.

As .I crossed the® Palais-Roysfl for the last
tlme, I obselved to my astomshment arich-,
ly- dressed’ Cossack, making lus way with dif-
ﬁculty through the cmwd I cxpcrlenced a
mingled sensation of satisfaction and regret,
on thus unexpectedly bgholdl?g one of my
countrymen. I approached him, and whis-
pering in his car, asked him, in Russian, whe-
ther hé was a prisoner? He suddenly turned
about, and, by way of answer, gave me a
hearty cmbrace. A numbey of idle perfons
immediately collected around us. I was fear-
{ul of exmtmg susp1c1on, and therefmc drew
bim aside. We walked’ along, arm ‘in arm,
followed by’a considerable crawd. He had
been taken prisoner near’ Sm.ol{enéko, and Was

retained in the service of a French general.

* The a;;thor had never seen Madame Bethmann—
.
A. vox KorzeBuE.
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He expressed himself well satisfied with his
situation, and said, that, thpb':gh he was some-
times annoyed by the curiosity of the Pari-
stns, Ite"fared well at the expense of stran.
gers. I’ asked him, s¢émewhat peev1shly,
whether he preferred remaining in France.
¢ Sir,” answeled he, “Iam a Cossack, ‘and
have ]eft a wife and cluld’ren at home.”
The crowd, which had gatheled round us,
appeared rather to_increase than diminish,
‘and, as T observed several gendarmes lurking
a})out I suddenly disengaged myself from
my compamon, and ran-off, notmthstandmg
his repeated cry of ¢ Countryman P
I“hastened hqmewards, and bade 'adieu to
Paris.. The good colonel of the gendarmeric
breakfasted with me next mornmg, and ac-
cempariied me to the diligence, when, to the
surprise of all. -y tmve]lmg oompanions, my
nathe was c a]]cd over, and I was described! as
a Russian oﬁ]cm. I then took my seat, the
driver smacked his w lnp, and we dxme away.

Vo conversed ggreeably until wereached
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Villers-Cotterets, about six leagues from Sois-
sons. The road by which we travelled was
nearly level, and no.t".surrounded by any very
agreeable prospects. A large forest gxtends
from Villers-Cottersts to the bedutiful valleys
of Soissons.



: CHAPTEI‘{ X1.

Soissons.—Situation of the Prisoners thore.

«

Tr was late when we reached Soissons, and 1
immediately waitod ‘on the commandant, who
received me very courteously. He proposed
‘that I should provisionally share Major Swits-
chin’s quarters, in which there was room
.cnougn for us both. .I gladly allowed myself
to be conducted thither. Our joy at meeting
after so long a separation is indescribabie. I
also found my friend Hune there, and it was
With_difﬁculty I could convince them that I
had come straight from Paris. They appeared
much dissatisfied with Soissons, and com-
plained. greatly of the privations they had ex-
perienced. I revived and delighted them by
the. agreeable news, that our illustrious Grend
Princess had sent them relief. The report
soon spread : next moiﬁnialg I was surrounded

by all my companions in misfortune, snd en-
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joyed the delightful satisfaction (while I dis.
tributed the gifis of the benevolent princess),
of sceing fany'a sorfowful countenance filled
with gladness.

Before I proceed farther with the history
of my own destmy, I will relate to the reader
the*manier in which the prlsoners Jived in
Ir rance, and how they were treated. Perhaps
the aecount may Be ugeful to many swho, “at a
future period, may be placed «iwr a similar sic
tuation : they will thus, ‘at least, easily learn
what we were taught by a year and a half of
bitter experience. Some suffered more, and
some less, than others ; to the-latter class 1
fortanately belonged. It is true, that, my
conduct at a latter period, su{)jected me, whe-
ther originating in passion or levity, to very
severe treatment ; but the French had, in that
instance, the appearance of ught on their side; ;
aud my case’may serve as a Wammg to othgrs.

W]len the prisoner announted himself to
the commandant, he took an oath, similar to

that whizh was required at Mentz; but with
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the addition, that he was not to go beyond
half a league’s distance from the city. He
then obtained free quafters for three days,
kit withont any allowance for provisions. At
the eXpll‘a.,lOl‘l of that period, he was' to, be
lodged at his own expensey- in the house of
one of, the mh&bltants, and, if hé¢ cou]aﬂaf—
ford it, to pay for his own, board. A general
recéived ene hundred 4nd ﬁf‘tx francs month-
ly, a colonrel une hundred, a lieutenant-colonel
.and major seventy-five, a captain fifty, and a
lieutenant or ensign twenty-nine. The ser-
geants and privates were best provided for,
being allowed bread and meat besides their
pay,and at least secured against starving. It
will be observed from this statement, that a
general was placed above want, that a colonel
could live tolerably.well, that a l{eutenant-
colonel and maJor could with dlfﬁculty exist,
and, that the subaltern officers were miserable.
It is true, that twenty-nine francs were suffi- -
cient to pay for their’i)oard; but how could
.they provide themselves with linen, clothes,
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and boots? During the first few months,
whilst we all possessed some remains of cloth-
ing, we were tole;ably' comfortable ; but, in
the course of time, our feet and elbbws re;
mamed without covering. Soissons is.an opu-
lent cnty, contammg six thousand inhabitants,
yet nene of them took cempassion on our
distress.

Durmg the ﬁrst thrree days, some of the 1t
habitants, after gwma the prisoners who were
quartered upon them proyxsxons,*m addition
to the lodging they were obliged to provide,
turned them out of their houses without pitys
but even this was kinder treatment than
others -experienced, whose hosts would gige
them nothing, and who were forced to beg a
‘morsel of bread from their comrades. Had
the prisonewss, on their asrival, feceived a
month’s pay in advance, they would have‘
been enabled fo prowae themselves with neg
cessaries. DBut the government did not con-
sider it prudent to ado.pt this measure, as

nwrany of th2 prisongrs might have died, and
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would thus have received more than was their
due. d call two hundred comrades to wit-
ness, that there was énly one baker in Sois-
. sons ,who would give “bread on credit, even
with the security of the commandant: it is
evident, therefore, that numbers must lite-
rally have bégged. '

The climate of France is doubtless very
fine, tlrough the cold is extremely severe dur-
‘ing; the winter; and as the rooms.are not
heated by flues, we felt the torments of cold
even more insufferable than those of hunger.
‘Business could scarcely be thought of during
the severe weather; we had enough to do to
Jeep our fingers in a moveable condition, by
breathing up<‘)n them. To defend themselves
against the cold, twenty or thirty of the pri-
soncrs frequently crowded together in one
room, and stopped up the doors and windows
a5 well as"th‘ey avere able, in.the hope of
warming the atmosphere by their own exha-
lations. But the slight mode in which the

houses are constructed, the chigney which
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serves to convey a continual draught of air,
and the cold brick floor, rendered eyen this
scheme unsuccessful. Elowever, the prisoners
continued to, assemble together for the sakg
of society, as it aflorded them wowe little
consolation to *suffer and complain in each
other’s company ; but exceptmgv Major Swits-
chin (w1th whom I was qut('red) Jud an-
other of our unhappy comrades, noge courd-
afford g have fires in their apartments, on
account of the high price of wood. .Qur
most intimate acquaintzmées, therefore, came
to our quarters early in the morning, and re, ¢
mained with us until bed-tizne. We also fre-
quently visited our shivering comrades, to
show that* we were not unfeeling enough to
"avoid them whilst we were better off than
they ; though a visit to these truly am‘brt.unutc
men, des véritgbles malheureux (as the Frenel'
themselves stylcd. the prisopers),«<ast a g‘ro'og
over our spirits for several days, as we wit-
nessed only pale and L}ejected countenances,

Q2
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grief',v and distress; and heard nothing but
complaints. ‘

At last, a speculxxting Frenchman daily
kindled a large fire tor the accommodation
of" t.l'le‘,pri,soners, for which each -paid him
one franc per month. He contrived to ren-
der this plar very profitable, as. he teok the
opp’or'mnity of seiling to the crowd, whom
Ais fire attracted, mach .wretched brandy at a
'very dear rate. As mo shopkeepgg in the
town would give us any thing on credit, the
commandant consented to pay this speculator
£he cost of his fire out of our monthly
allowance., Most of the prisoners, it is true,
had then very little balance to reccive; and
being unacclistomed to calculate their ex-
penses to the precision of a single sous, they
were frequently induced, through cold and
hunéer, to take a dram more than they could
properly afford to pay for. The commandant,
‘who was tarmented by the applicationé of the
starving prisoners, at length ordered that
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thirteen francs should be allotted monthly to
purchase bread; and, en no account what-
ever, applied to any other purpose. Most of
the prisomers carried these thirtegn :fr:m'cs
immediately to the baker, and were thus cer-
tain of, procyring their" dajly allowance of
bread. © But many who had ‘not resélution
enough to withstand, ..temptation, failed to
perform this act of prudence; they , spent
the money they received in drinking, gnd
starved the remainder of the month, gliding
about the town like ghosts. The misery and
distress of the prisoners increased every month,
till at length the Russian priest was one morn-
ing found dead in bed, and two \ﬂays after an
officer expired in the same manner.

These distyessing occurrences roused, at
last, the attenti'on.of the commandant. .He
invited the principal officers to a’ consulfa.
tion, which I attended as interpreter. After
a long deliberation, it wis resolved that no
deduction should be made from the pay of

. L
the prisoners, excepting what*was dut to the
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butcher and baker. Whoever gave them cre-
dit might do it at his own peril, as no com-
plamtq would hencefofth be attended to. By
this rerrul&mtlon, numbers were reseued from
despair. Recturning sprmg ‘diminished their
difficulties, and in $ummer the fuel was su-
pcrﬁut’us. Roots of all kinds were likewise
~very cheap, and 11.'-an'y.n of the prisoners de-
‘voted ,a great part of their time to fishing,
and were thus crabled to support themselves.
The demands of the stomaeh being now
Jprovided for, the claims of the back began to
be considered. Most of the prisémers had
c;;zither slept in thetr clothes, or used them to
cover their btds during the night ¢ they were,
conscquently, doubly worn.  'While wander-
mg about»the streets covered with rags, they
had the appearance of stur dy beggars, espe-
crilly as they all capried long sticks. When
‘we were raviewed, which was generally twice
cvery month, money might. very fairly have
been 10qum,d from the crowd that witnessed

sc tragi-comic ‘a spectaclc. 'lhe spectators
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were, however, only disposed to laugh, and
secmed too hardhearted to bestow oh us any
prootfs of cZ;mmiserat@n.

The follong circumstance was emxded
as a, phcnomqnon among us. My worthy
friend, Doctor Kuhne, who, vuth his monthly
allowance of thirty-nine ﬁ'ancg.:: woulgl sit for
whale days in a garret studying and chewing
tobacco, had, in the cz)m'se of five’ months,'{
by half starving himself, saved cnoun‘h to pur-
chase a new great-coat and a pau of boots.
His health was, however, impaired by this
mode of living ; and, in a month afterwarc{s:
he was seized with a violent ﬁt of illness. e
would then have been oblige\l to scll all*his
clothes, had not a rich apothecary, who va-
lued him for his chemical knowledge, sup-
plied him with medicine gratis.

In general, the inhabitants continued <ts-
trustful and selfish from first to last, thowgh
they must have known, that our emperor, on
the conclusion of every treaty of peace, agreed

to pay the expenses of his imprisoned sub-
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jects, and that those who proved their bene-
factors were always generoucly rewarded.
It was impossible to, procure board and
'lodggng under forty francs; few, of course,
could enjoy ‘the advantage of living in & re-
_spectable famlly, andthpslearning to speak the
French language with facility. "The ehief
part of th<, prisoners formed themselves, there-
,ii)'re, into what they termed messes, for each
of which one individual was chosen to be
the manager. But even in this way their ex-
istence was very miserable: in the first place,
(e peasantry in the market made no scruple
of cheating 'the’ Russians ; secondly, wood
was cxcessively (lear; thirdly, they were oblig-
ed to provide themselves with cooking-uten-
sils; and fourthly, if they did not purchase
their provisions at the proper ‘time "for laying
irr = store, they were forced to pay double for
thewn. But how were we to lay in provisiuns,
who could scarcely pay for a morsel from
hand to mouth? And, had Sl’lCll purchases_

been practicable, in case of a sudaen ex-
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change of prisoners, how could we have dis-
posed of our steck ?

Had we been provided with bread and
meat by the goverm‘nent, and had the citizénd
been bound o0 cook our meat and rpots for
us, we should never have had to end'ure the
torﬁ\le‘znts ‘of hunger, gnd tjle goyernment
weuld even-have shived by such an arrange-
ment. Had we even been allowéd to sqn:l
open letters to our friends, how much miser 'y
might have been spared to us! " And this per-'
mission might have been granted by the go-
vernment without any chance of danwe.'
The Englishmen and Spaniards, who enjoyed
this advantage, were all W\” provided* for,
whilst we wrote a hundred letters without re-
ceiving either answers or relief; for, in fact,
none of our letters were forwarded.

The numpbe# of Russian offjcers whe. had
been made prisoners: amounted only to"260,
among whom were ome gener;], and at least
sixty civil pe.rsons (with therank of military

officers), who wete for the most part men of
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property, and who had been dragged from
their homes, without knowing why, and de-
clared prisoners of war.

" 1 must now say a word respecting the city
of’ Soissons, Which is builr in a style common
to the whole of France, with veryhttle va-
riations bmssons was in ancient times, under
Louis th-c Debonnaire, arvyal residence; and
thie remains of the palace are still to be seen.
The old fortitications of the city arc nbw
planted with fine trece, and form a beautiful
promenade, surrounded with luxuriant sce-
néfy. The river Aisne divides the town into
two unequal parts, the smallest of which is on
the side towardsdllaon. This fine river winds
through a superb valley, and loses itselt in
the Oise near Compeigne.  Soissons itself’ is
situatedvin an extensive plain, which is encir-
cled with vine;covered hills, and from which
five* iong valleys, interspersed with villages
and chateaus, proceed like so many rays.
All the roads are borderéd with trees, parti-
cularly that which leads towards Laon. Here
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there is a walk of a league and a half; be-
tween sgxtupi’é rows of old trees, where de-
lightful dumpq aP‘d groves vary the prospect
all the way to 4he river, on the® gpposite
bank of which thé view is closed by an ele-
gant chateau. Abcut thc middle of this long
afley is a spot sur roundcd’ w,lth anbguis, where
the mhabrtants d:mce on .‘vunddyq. But th¢
moet beautiful promenade 19 the Bois e
Plexe, on the road leading to Lompcwnc It
is a pity that the tre¢s in thig beautiful grove
are so frequently cut down, for numbers of
singing-birds are thereby driven away. The
chateau Vaubin stands in a.del'ightﬁxl situa-
tion opn the road to Paris. ¥ The owner®f this
castle is the learned and celebrated Pougins.,
Though he is now sixty years of age, and has
been forty Years blind, he still possesses a
very livel.y disposition : he is at preez.iem-
ployed in .compiling an 1.1ni.yersal dicfnary,
and holds correspondence with several aca-
demies. His wife is a very amiable English-

woman. The’ peoplesof tha surrounding
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country speak with the highest respect of this
worthy pair. He gave me a ihessin,.g invita-
tion to visit him, as he krew and respected
my father. < His study is covered with green
baize, and he generally sits in a %ind of c#-
binet or tent, made of - green pastcbo*ud
where he C}mtates td hix secr etary.

The chateau of General Dulolois is parti-
cu.l_a-x;]y distinguished for the beauty of its si-
tuation, and thlc‘ tastefjl style of its architec-
ture. The grounds which surround the castle
are laid out by Madame Dulolois, who wan-
dered about this paradise of her own creating,
leading a me]aﬁchply kind of widowhood,
whilst ‘her husband was with the army.. She
is one of the handsomest women I ever saw
in my life. At a short distance from this
chateau stinds the convent of St."Michacl, in
whicti ke unnatural children of Youis the
Debortiiaire conﬁned their father. The fol®
lowing words are cut on the wall of his prison:
“I am an unforturfate king and father! My

own children have imprisoned me!” 1t is
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affirmed, that these words were the work of
the king himself, but I cannot answer for the
truth of shat statement. This convent is now
the property of a rfch currier.

The streets of the small toyng in ¥rance
aré¢ very narrow. The houses, though in ge-
ner! consisting only of two stories, are rather
high in propm tlon to their breadtll, and are
painted on the outsxde with an ugly gray cp-‘
lour, which bécomes darker every yecar. The
stone which is used for bmlc{mg is quite soft
when it is first dug from the quarry, but it
becomes harder in time. 'The ground-flpors
are, for the most part, shops. Few houses
have more than four windows, looking to-
wards ¢he strect; many have only threc’:, and
some even but two. Most of the houses in
Soissons, contam only three sooms, for the
same ap'xrtment serves for kitchen' and 'sit-
tlng -room 3 the bed- chamber is on une first
floor, and on the upper story, there is a 2 little

room, which is cither let out, or oceupied by
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a servant. Every rocm contains a chimney.
The floors are sometimes paved with brick,
but, in gencral, only covered withea mass of
clay, whmh becomes drlr and produces a
hOl[’lblC dl.‘St nn being 'iwept In the course
of two years®this floor is cither éntirely qwopt
away, or becomcq s uneven and durrov-ed,
that onefcan scalcely walk across it without
the risk of breaking a leg. T he windows
have small panes of glass and lattices. The
ceilings are secldom’ plastered, being gene-
rally formed of white-washed beams; and the
walls are hung with coloured paper. Wicker
chairs, unshapely tables, and large bedsteads,
are, jn general, thc only articles of furniture;
sophas are seldom to be met with. The
French supposc, that sleeping with their
heads ]ow tends to improve the skape, and
thueioxc never make use of plllows, this,
hoﬁv;?x'wr, accounts for the custmn they all
have of snoring in their sleep; and, as in this

position, there is a strong .determination of
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the blood towards the head, it is not surpris-
ing that they are troubled with continual
head-achos.

The churches, which are very ol d, are ma-
jestic buildings, in the Gothic styl,e.

On market days, the whole narket-place
is t‘ked with asses; and I .must take this
opportunity of menttbnmn the fpr ‘ofitable
speculation of a Mons.leux Defrance, a dealer
in tobacco, at Soissons. He lived near the
market-place, and, on malkct. days, let out
his yard for putting up the asses. The pea-
sants _g]elivered these animals to his care, whilst
they carried their goods about the market.
Eaeh peasant paid him tvwo sous, by which
means *Monsicur Defrance obtained évery
week three hundred sous. On these occa-
sions, thg oﬂu‘g of taking charge of the asses
was conslgned to his amiable and accom-

plished daughter.
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CHAPTER XIl.

Residence in &)i.ssous.

1 L1vED about & month with Major Switschin,
«n the house of Ancri, the peruguier ;. we
tcok ourtmeals at an vrdinary, wishing to en-
ter into no fixed eugaggniem until we should
bebetter acquainted with the town, and know
how to make g8 cconomical an arrangement
as possible. That was less necessary for the
major than for me, as I hal twenty-five francs
less of income, and was very badly equipped.
He wished not tp leave his quarters, but it
was ﬁccessary for me to find a house in which
I could board. It now appecared to be my
fate to live among the frizeurs of Soissons
for I could find accommodation no where,
exE(?p'L" with another peruquier, named Cho-
selef , where, however, cvery thing was in «
better style than in the mansion of M. Ancri.
The gay, lively, and witty wife of M. Cho-



241

selet, managed her household affairs with

- great propriety, an(}'o&efl succeeded in re-
animating the "drooping "'spiritsv of the poor
prisoners. Thes only ﬁsagreeable cir¢um-
stance was, that we had to dine With M.
Choselet’s jour neymen—-—fellows, who instead
of deservimg to %it at opr tables yer® not even
fit to wait behind it

For a neat apartment, with a bed and my
toard, I paid fifty francs a month, yHicle was
the whole of my ailowance, 5 but the ternts
were, in fact, very reasonable.

The mode of living among this clagg of
people throughout the whole of France is the
following: At eight o’clock in tie morning,
tho burgeois goes to his door, where he car-
r1es on a conversation, about the news of the
day and polities, with his nejghbour on the
opposite side of the street. They keep up
the dislogue by’ loudly bellowing "to cach
other. Iu the mean time, each interlocutor
consumes his breakfast, consisting of bread
and*cheese : to enable him to do which the

R
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more readily, he always carries a knife with
him: The talking and the eating ended,
he pronounces his & revoir! ‘Then, returning
into his house, he diinks sorce sour wine, en-
dures a little scolding from his wire, and gocs
quietly to work. The same sort of breakfast
fell also fo my lot, but it was notserved to
me'in my‘apafhtmert; I was obliged to de-
scend, and make one of the company.

The poorer burgeois dine at one o’clock,
the more wealthy at three or four. A pot,
which has been set on the fire at an early
houg in the morning, remains stewing to that
time, when its contents are emptied into &
large dish.” Thesg consist of a very small
piece of meat, a considerable quantity of
cabbage, enions, carrots, turnips, beet-root,
in, short, vegetables of evem kind, potatoes
e*ccepted Every thmg which after the long
boﬂmo‘ still retains any degree of conzistence,
is removed into another dish. The liquid re-
mains in the first dish, into which madame

puts a quantity of bread, which she cuts
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down for that purpose  When the opei:ation
of soaking the bread is completed, thewcry of
“ La soupe est trempée !'resounds through the
house, and summons g__{}l the family to dinner.
Wheneyer I heard the gall, two leps'served
me to descend .the stairs; on ‘account of
which, =qd nly corpulepcy,'the Jocular land-
lady called me her leaden bird.” When-
ever she’'saw me approach, she usecd to ex-
claim, “ Voici mon oiseaw de plomp 1’ +

The soup is nutritioqs; but ‘the seven
hours boiled beef can possess no quality of
that sort. It is seasoned with a mustard
sauce, and eaten with spoons. As #or the sour
beverage which follows, I s§all not mig-
call it winé. The French have good reason
to drink to each other’s health at every glass
they take, for if ,they expericnce’no ipjury
from the liquar, it can be owing only to the
kind=prayers they recinracate » when thev
swallow it.

After the secdnd disl was seryed, the com-
pany generally began to c}epart. We all,

R 2
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however, eat heartilywof the well salted and
peppered vegetables, which were graced on
Sundays and holydays with the addition of a
couplé of good largeksausages. Roasted or
boiled 'meat seldom gbpeared on the table;
but a good’desqer‘t consistin—(r of all the fruits
of the scasofi, was nevgr wanting. A< night,
we supped on an omelet and fruit. This sort
of food, which is very hgbt, dlld by no means
" pleasing to,the stomach of a German, or cven
a Russiany'is very agreeable to a Irenchman,
who requires nothing‘more.

The intellectual entertainment is, however,
still worse.. The French have no idea of hos-
pitality. If a/friend happen to visit a family
at meal time, he is offgred a seat, but nothing
else; and they continue to eat, with perfect
indiﬁ'erenc‘e, while he looks on. In winter,
‘the first place in the chimney corner is given
to the visitbr, -where bis fa‘ce is burnt, _v:hilst
his shoulders are shivering; for a glass of
water would freeze in any coraer of the room.
Whoever sits in this way during a whole even-
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ing, with no other amusement than rubbing

his hands, says next, day, “J’a: passé la Soirée

chez Monsiewr un tel—T have passed the

evening with Mr. su'cbvza" one.” Sevesals of
‘he prisqnc.rs were, honoured, by having ‘print-

. .

ed cards addressed to them, inviting them to

the houstsof the prefect, ebm‘ g/' passer Ja

soirée (to pass the gveaing). As they of
course cxpected a gdod Supper, whith to

them would have been a very gpcceptable

compliment, they ate ‘mor,e.sparin“g]y than

usual at dinner; but the clock struck eleven,

and they were obliged to return home with-

out having tasted a morsel. It is only on ex-

.traordinary family festivals, thit even the,
richest persons think of giving their guests

any refreshment. At their. balls the music

gencrally conststs of two oldeviolins% if they

can procurc a deum, the band is c?nsidered

complees. They dance: Only one‘quadrille,,
which is extremely beautiful, and nfight with

propriety be ternfed a bai.let. There was,

however, only onc couple in Soissons who
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danced with any thing like grace, though
they-all managed to jump about. The figures
of the dances are ‘regulated by the violin-
playcrs, who give tﬁqir directions in a loud
tone of voice.

During’ the winter it is customary for a
par ty, seated round the fire, to pl<y a game
of forfeits. A plecerof burning wood is pass-
ed frem one to anothtr; each of‘the party,
on receiving it, repeats the following words :
<« Mon “petit bon homme vit cncore,—My
good little man is alive still;”” and he who
happens to have the wood when the last spark
extinguishes must pay a forfeit. The Rus-

.sians have # similar game. Another game,.
sometimes played in the Irench towns, is
called the Chevalier Cornard ; in which, how-
ever, matried gentlemen scldo.n take part, as
they do not like that game, even in jest.

The French have, in general, very little
taste for 1ausic ; and, for this reason, piano-
fortes are scldom seen in' their houses. In

the whole city of Soissons, there were but six
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of these instruments, three of which wdre in
boarding schools. Parties are, consequently,
much more dull in Frané¢e than in Germany,
where every young lady can play andsipg ;
or, at ].eaét, Jingle a iiyely ‘air, to which the
young people ma.v dance, whilst the old con-
verse. “Fle French, on th -contn"uy, are ac-
customed from, their egrlicst years to sit in a
circle, and talk in a toud‘confident menner;
this habit evidently lays” the fogudasion of
that loquacity, for which .th.g whoft natica is
remarkable. The chattering of old intelligent
Frenchmen is, I allow, not disagreeable ; but,
for the present revolutionary breed, alas, what
a race!

I regard the peasants of France as much
more ignorant than those of Russia ; they are,
moreover, iasolept and avaricious in the cx-
treme.  When, a stranger enters the dwelling
of wRussian peasant,s and, asks for a glass of
milk, is he ever allowed to payforit? A
French peasant®is scldpm able to read, much

less to wyite. - Among the citizens, a young



248

vgomzm is allowed to have received a superior
education, when it can be said, ¢ Elle ecrit
bien sa langue,~Sh¢ can writé her own lan-
guage. well”” The way in which the pea-
santry dive is miserable in th'e extreme. They
seldom tasfe meat.  Their dress consists of a
frock of blue linen, ornamented kere and
there"' with ﬁgurés wprkled in white thread.
Their «hick wooden shoes make a most in-
sufferable’ yoise, pirticglai‘ly when they play
at billiards. ’I‘hsfy‘ﬁ'equently throng into the
coffee-houses with their hats on, bawl out
their jargon, smoke, drink, and play at ma-
trimony. This is the grande nation! 'The
filth which prevails in the houscs of the pea-
santry is indescribable. Their wine cannot
be envied, it is even worse than the Russian
quash, and they drink it thoughrit be turned
quite sour. Those who have witnessed what
I have in Yrance, musit feel doubly enaged
at the insolent pretensions set up by the French
troops in foreign counries.

I had lodged about two mouths in the
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house of the peruguier Chosclet, \\(hcu I ac.
cidentally learnt, that a certain Doctor Le-
tierce wished to lef a spare room in his house
to a lodger, whorm- he could likeyise accom-
modate Wit].l board, I fancied*that his family
would be preferable to the’one 1 was then
wichg and in this con]ecupe T was uot wrong.
L found Lijm a v.otthy, upnoht man qmtg
free*from the taint of’ I'rench frivolity. ](ls
wite, who was an amiable apd nccgmplisﬂed
woman, was consider.e(.[ remafkably beautityl
on account of her fair complexion. She was,
without doubt, very pretty; but her danglter,
a voung lady of fifteen, was seill prettier; and,
moreover, so frank amd innocent, thag every
thought could be read in her eyes, and then—
elle ecrivoit bien sa langue, and was of course
well . educated.  Thes family, besjdes, con
sisted of a son, fourtecu ycars of age, .n;d
so00d old grandmether. I‘pald 1t is {gue, ter
francs more for tlm lodging, but with what
advantage both tq my heart and mind !

On the 1st of April, 1813, in a lucky heur.
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I went to dve with this worthy family ; a re-
solution which rescued me from misery and
idleness, transported me'to agreeable and
lenrned spciety during the-remainder of my
captivity, ahd which gavg, me a father, mo-
ther, brother, and sister; and formed a bond
of friendship which, can never break upsi I
rease to live '—May evéry ene in my ushappy
situation meet with another Letierce!

The fagily o8 this worthy mr, amidst o}l
the levities and ﬂuctuﬁtjons of Soissons, had
still the reputation of being conducted with:
the decency, morality, and gocd order, which
prevailed before the revolution. The docter
visitey}, gratis, the patients in the F7otel Licn,
every morning before breakfast. When he
returned home, the children nastily 1an to sa-
lute him; 1 also wenté down stairs,* o be a
joy,i:ul witness of their reciprocal tendorness.
The dpctor hadgby‘ this tithe seen and spoken”
with so many persons, that he was cnabled to
relate to us the. news of the day. Afier

breakfast, he rode out to visjt his patients in
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the neighbourhood of Soissons, rund which
he had very extensive practice. Hesreturned
home about threé o’clock. During his ab-
sence, I’instmgted both the chifdgen in the
German Iat}guagq, arithmetic} geography, and
drawing ; in return for which, the daughter
perfected me in I'Lu'.lcb, by dlctatmcr exer
cises, which she.tauoht me to ana]ym, aryl
write out correttly.® The mother was, in the
mean while, busy in the kitchen, which in
France, as ! have ai.réady niéntioned, is cqn-
neetea with the sitting-room.  Her business
wes, in gencral, very soon ended; and she
world then sit down with us, and take a part
i 1he instractions, praising or blan;ing the
childten, 2ceording as she found them indns-
titous or neghgent. I was not exempt, wheh
it wad my, turn to .-repeat®my lgsson. the
errors which I comnmitted in pronuncxgtlon
awere instantly corrected; and I was {gequently
obliged to repeat a word over and over, until
I could utter it to "the saf,lsfactlon of all. A
few weeks had scarcely elapsed in this man-
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ner, when  became in some measure one of’
the famiy. *1 participated in all their plea-
cures and disappointments. No secret was
withheld from me; and I- willingly placed
equal confidence in them.
About three in the afternoon,‘ Madame
“Letierce ubed frequentiy to sit at the window,
tn watch tlie return of the doctor: she would
th?sn say, ¢¢Children! ‘it i three o’clock;
your father ‘wili*shortly be home ; the cloth
must be laid fof dinner.” Books and papers
were then laid aside, and all assisted in pre-
paring the table. Whenever the sound of.the
horse’s fect were heard approaching ﬁle house,
both the children ran out, exclaiming, “Papa!
Papa!” and each strove eagerly to obtain the
first embrace. We then sat down to a frugal,
but wholesome ‘meal ; - and, what might be
considered a rarity, the wine was not sour.
During our repast, the doctor-used to relates
to us all the occtirrences he had met with:
we then gave him an accourt of the manner

in which we had employed our. time, and re-
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ceived, according to our merits, eityer praise
or censure; the latter was, however, always
sparingly ‘dealt out.

After dmner, we retired to thelijtle gar
den, Where we “alL waged war dgainst the
weeds and &;terpillars " In aBout an hour the
ladies sat® down to their neeﬂle-woxk and 1
used ecither to read fo tﬁem, or emp?oy myself
in dmwmg, &c.* Doctor Letier¢ge, in the
mean while, visited his patienss in. the town,
and returned home p.récisely at six v’clock.,
When the wecather was not too warm, we
took a walk in the fields; and the society
which I then enjoyed rendered the charms of
the country doubly attractive. During thése
walks, ‘we somctimes visited M. Pougins,
who was a patient of Doctor Letierce, and
who always rgceived us with great kindness.
We frequeptly rambled into the villages, .tbe
nhabitants” of which, many.of whom_ owed
their livesto the doctor, eagerly thronged to
see him, whelzlevex; his pregence.was made

knowy. OId and young formed a circle



254

around usd and all cordially shook their bene-
factor by the hand. The doctor made enqui-
ries respecting gheir health, gave thém whole-
some prescriptions, joked; and when he talked
on politicai atlairs, woul‘d' sometimes say,
whilst he pointéd to me, that hé®knew how
to live on very good terms with the Rusgians.
They wouid not, however,.belicve that I was
\a)‘*Russiaﬁ, as I had mot, like my countrymen
in Soissons, mustachios and a small green cap.
All kinds of réiveshments used to be set before
us; and when we quitted the good people,
wereceived so many nosegays from the pretty
peasant girls, that our chamber in the town
frequently resembled a green-house. As'we
varied our walks daily in a regular routine,
it so happened that we revisited the same
place every sixth day. The countsy-people
remarked this, and felt much disappointment
when our visits were retarded By any unfore-
seen obstacle. -

We were accustomed to return home about
nine o’clock, when the grandmother had laid
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out the table for supper, and thg asparagus
was boiling on the fire. We seated ourselves
for a short time inr the garden, and were soon
saluted by the welcome call, ¢ 4, table, mes
enfiins Vi Our supper seldom ‘consisted of
any thing but roots. When our repast was
ended, *we usually sat in ‘the garden until®
elcven 0 clock, and the ladies perm1tted 5.
to smoke a pipe of tobcco (in France an éx-
traordinary concession), on-¢ondition that I
should deposit the a.sﬁes, by"Way of manul;e;
over the roots of a favourite tree.

1. continued to live thus happily far® the
space of eight months! Ites ¢yue, that I in
stme measure neglected my comradgs, ‘who
now, ‘however, suffered less from indigence,
than want of society. But there were somé
men among, them remarkable for goodness of
heart and understanding ; for example., Ge-
geral Tutschkofi,* my frrends Switsghin and
Hune, the worthy Baron® Hahn, Colonel
Mengden, q,nd _Pr.ince Rutatiﬁ. My deas
friepds, Doctoy Kuhne and Haberland usually
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visited me’ every afternoon, in order to im-
prove themselves in the Russian language by
my instructions. With ali these pérsons I
continued. ¢n terms of sincere friendship.
When it sometimes !}appene& that I did not
visit them for a°weei<, instead of being of-
“fended, thcy rallitd me on our mectifig witl:
{he utmost'good humour. ‘

The conversation @f the ‘othet prisoners
was, however, ‘by no means agrecable. It
turned eternally on the disadvantage they
sustained by the inte.rruption of their military
caréer. I heard constantly repeated,—* Nuch
a one is now & colonel or general! and I was
a major when he obtained his ensigncy.—
Such another has received an order; had 1
not been made prisoner, I should not now
have been withdut that honour.””

I seldom went near them, because the uni-
form renetition of the sama litany distressed
me ; and, likewisg, because I wished to avoid
the smallest unnecessary expense; for my

pay was not more than sufficient to support
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‘me, and I was resolved not to run irp debt a

single sous to my wdrthy host.  The good
man, it is true, afterT had lived a month in
his house, réquested that I would ().n!-y pay
him such a sum as § could conveniently af-
ford, and that the resf should Temain owing
until a,futdre period ; blft ﬂns dclicatg pro-
posal rendered mc the more punctual in dis-
charginy what 1 ()wéd htm.

Itis impossiblé to relate every act’of kind-
ness which 1 experience_d.ﬁ'om t’ﬁféz?'mn'lly of
Doctor Letierce. 1 cannot, however, for-
bear to .mention two circumstances, at the
recollection of which my heart overflows with
gratitinde.

I was awaked one morning as early as four
o’clock. On suddenly opening my cyes, I
was amazed to find M. Letierce $tanding by
my bed-side.. He "embraced ne, and con-
gratulated me on my bitth-day. A few wasks
before, in the course of"‘-convcréatlon, 1 ac-
cidentally told *him when my birth-day hap-
pened, and he had,not forgotten it. T im-
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mediat{ly rose, and went down stairs, where °
I found’ all the family dressed; and where
each, according to thé French custom, pre-
sented me with a nosegay. As I had not en-
joyéd the H'appiness of living with ‘my pa-
rents since I was seyen years of age, these
marks ,of attem:;on were new to e, though
1 had fr equently contu!‘uted my mite to sur-
Jrise others in the samé way. Tears were
the first’ thaﬁks I had to offer. All remained
silent, but all were mt-;erested. Breakfast was
on the table, in the centre of which was a
“Yich cake, impressed with my initials, and
strewed ovei' with flowers.

Letierce perceiving that I was unable to
speak, thus addressed me: “ Dear'Kotzebue,
I am glad we have succeeded in surprisingv
vou. - No thanks, I beg of you. 'Were we in
your situation, you would, I am convinced,
do* the same. ‘ Bat 1io more of this. . It is
now half-past four; there is every prospect
of a fine day, and we must énjoy it; I have
therefore obtained the Commandant’s permis-
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sion for you to accompany us to Compdigne.
The carriagc waits,at the door— Allons ! Chil-
dren, get you;' hats.”

All hastcned' to depart. My cake was'put
into a lms“ket alopg with other artmles of re-

‘freshment. Befme the elock struek five, we
were withiut tbe gates of t‘he cﬂ;y, .md.were
saluted, on passing throtigh the Buis de Plewe,
by the waibling of a thousand singin'g:f)ircism
Oh, happy day! Since that period the return
of my birth.day has always been accompa-
nied by pleasing recollections! -

We scated ourselves in a long carriage, in’
which were three benches; Letiérce and I
(who drove by turns) oceupied the first; of
the second .sat the mother and daughter;
and on the third, the son and one of his
sc]1001-f'e]10w§. Phe fine wéather raised® our
spirits ; we sang, laughed, and jested, as we
rode aldng, ami took dur breakfast when e
were half-way on our jourgey. The beautiful
road conducted us ¢hroagh a deli’ghtﬁﬂ coun-
t.rsr on thesbanks of the Aisne, to the distance

S 2
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of nitle leagues, and wé reached Compeigne
at ten 'o’clodk. We stopped at an inn (the
Golden Ball) near the chateau, and, after
havmg‘ taken a little rgﬁeshment we has-
tened to VIBW the. city, the {'hateau, and the
gardens.

Fhe town iss neatly built, and divided by
the river -Aisne, to which beautiful prome-
nades Tead ‘Bonaparte seldom visited Com-
pcxgne, notw1thstandmg the fine hunting-
country in which i is situated, as it was too
far from Paris; the Empress, however, spent
‘a few months every year at Compeigne. The
chateau is'a magnificent building, and the
Ireautiful gardens are terminated by a wood.
There is a fine gravel road, half a French
mile in length, enclosed on each side with
iron'railinés, and ‘covered with mahogany, un-
der which the Empress could,,'in' all weathers,
etfjoy the exercisé of riding or walking in the
shade, and upon dry ground. The whole of
this fine promenade "may‘b::- seen from one

end to the other at once, with the view trom

-
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the extremity terminating in the hogizon.
The middle of the, garden affords the délight-
ful prospect of an immense plain, with a sheet
of water; the’plain extends to a hill erown-
ed with) fine trees, with a bhroad Pz'\ss;{ge cut
through it, which permits the eye to rove over
boundless gpace. Here a co]ossal cruc:ﬁx of
marblg seemed fo reach to the QI\y On quit-
ting this "place, the front’ of the cha’ccau is
discovered ; before “which, tumceb covel ed
with maimerous statues and.ounoc txceq, form
a magnificent prospect. I made a sketch of
this view, -which, on finishing, I gave to Doc-
tor Leticrce in remembrance of this happy
day. By giving a little money to the portes
we were pe;“mitted to see the interior of a
pavilion belonging to the Empress, in which,
among other*furniture, there was a toilette-
table. lhough the servants, were, strictly
prohibised ﬁom tal\mg %my presents, we sosn
found that money could throw open all the
rooms in which theve were either fine pictures
or curious-fyrniture to be. segn. On nume-
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rous doors to our right and left we read the
names, Duke of Vicenza, Prince of Neuf-
chatel, &c.: these doors led to apartments
whichi the officers of state occtipied when the
court residled at Compeigne,

We dined at the, Bou!g d’or, and at four
o’clogk set gt‘;ut- on our retirn. ‘Wg were not
so cheerful during our journgy homeward as
we hatl been in the morning; we felt fa-
tigued, arid all slumbered by turns, until we
wefe awakened l;y, the heavy clanking of the
gates of Soissons. The good grandmama had
prepared supper, and we all retired to rest,
well satisfled with our journey. The kind-
wess which was on this day shown to me, has
made an impression on my heart which no
time can efface.
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CHAPTER XIIIL
Contiguationg=~Joyrney to Paris.

As ,N'moleon $ buth-day', vyhzéh hapPencd on
the 15th of August, was to be ctlebrated
with much pomp® in Paris, Docter Letierce
reccived an invitation to the "house of his
brother-in-law, M. Bpfthole,' mn that city.
Without mentioning a word to me, M. Le-
tierce. again applied to the commandans to
procurc me permission to accempany him to
Paris. The commandant replied, that hg was
not authorized to grant leave of absence ;
but said that he would be less strict on the
roll-call, “and avould pass over tny name, if I
would promisg to return within five dziy,s.
M, Letiercé was himselfunable to stay longer,
and I was highly thankful for this recreation.
We travelled by the diligence, I under the
name of Dulon, a merchant from Mentz, in
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order that my foreign accent might not ex-
cite suspicion.

One of our tlave]lmg companions violently
tkused .the Russians, whll§t he blamed the
generosity of® Napo]gon.f'n granting them a
truce, which he said would cause the I'rench
to enter, Petersburgh at a bad season of the

cycar. M. Letierce a}‘)pead'cd' to assent to this
observatiof, but at the sdme time declared
that the inhabitants of Soissons were highly
satisfied with the g(')qd conduct of the Rus-
sian prisoners in that city.

‘“We passed through Villers-Cotterets and
Nanteuil, and*- arrived at Paris, on the 14th
of Angust, at cight o’clock in the evening.
We immediately proceeded to the house of
M. Berthole, near the Rue Notre Dame des
Champs, where the whole family jdyfully re-
ocived their long looked-for relation. 1 was
introdiced as art intimate friend of M. Le-
tierce, and experienced a kind reception. M.

?i*Berthole, though pretty far advanced in life,
"“possessed a most cheerful dispositior ; and
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his wife was a lively agreeable woman.  His
family consisted of two handsome daughters
and a son. * He was %ich, kept an elegant
house with = spdcwus garden, waifted for,
nothing’; but, on ac?count of" his ptinciples,

had but a small circle of acquan’ltfmces. My

real pame “was made known tb this. ammble
family, but all were, requested to &all me
Monsieur Dulon.

Next morning ‘'we repaired to' the Tuille-
rics,- where an irmnense.c.oncoui’se'Bf' people
had assembled. It was understood that the
Smpress would, that day, attend mass in the
church of Notre Dame. Every onc thronged
to thé court-yard, to get a sight of her; and
it was caSy to read in their cyes the events
which were passing with the army ; for though
the newspapers,were for the most pazt.sﬂent
some ventured to hint that the Russians had,
broken thg armistioe: Thes meress af last
appeared : her air was melancholy and down-
cast, and a gentle how of the head was the
'only return she made to the warm acclama-
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cited a- disagreeable sensation among the
people, and led them‘to suspect that all was
not right. The crowd then hastened to the
garden, and appeared t{) fbrggt the sorrowful
looks of the ‘Empress, whilst they gazed at
the little King of i'{ome. He was riding on
the teriace in a carriage. drawn by two goats,
and kissed his hands to-the populace as he
drove alvng: Uis little aidé-de-camyp followed
him, dréssed in a h'u'ssar uniform. The King
1s a pretty little bdy, with fair hair, and a
‘pair of large bluc eyes.

His Majerty was, however, soon deserted
by, the people, who hastened to witness the
ascension of an air-balloon in the Champs-
Elysées. To our astonishment we beheld in
the car of tltis balleon a beautiful ittle child,
_who was sobbing most bitterly; for though
the balloon was confined by ropes, yet the
roughness of the wind caused it to vibrate
backwards and forwards with considerable

.velocity. The father of the child frequently
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took him from his seat, and endegvoured to

consolc him ; But whenever the balloon began

to ascend, the chiltl resumed his sobbing, for

the acrial machine continued tosswing with

gueuf violenge, no;wiﬂ.lstandiﬁg that the ropes

were very tirmly secured. "There was, it is

true, ,n(; chance wluatbe'»'m' o.f the chijd fallifxg !
out of the car; but he appeared to suffer the:
rrneatht alar m,'aﬁd' the peopl® exclaimed:

“ Take the chlld out ! ! Le’t’ th'e unnatural

+father himself ascend in the bal]oon > This

was not, howevcr, attended to, and a strong

guatd prevented the people from putting

their wishes into execution.’

"The man wished to make the balloon as-
cend in ropes to the balcony of the Empress,
to whom the child was to present a poem. For
this purposé it was to pass over the Place de
la Revolulzon, and then enter the Tulllenes.
The wmd had b’y this tithé mcreased in vio-
lence, and the balloon wa$ driven from one
side to the ctherin a dreadful manner. The -

poot child, whom terrgr had rendered almost
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senseless, stretched forth its han to the
spectators ; its voice was no longer audible.
I was so enraged, that T cbuld have strangled
the father.” Many of the spectatofs felt as I
did, but others regarded jt as a good 'joke,
and laughed heattily. The father was, how-
ever, deservedly” rewz'h’rded for his barbarous
sneculation : after having -waited in vain for
a consideralbie time in the Tuilleries, a’scr-
vant of the palace came out to inform him
that the "'E'fx;prcss had unexpectedly sct out
for St. Cloud. The man stood murmuring at
his disappointment, but the spectators called
out: “ Qui présidera donc d la joule ?——
Then who will preside at the tournament ?’
This, it was remarked, was the first time she
had ever been absent on such an occasion
and her withdrawing ‘appeared -to Be con-
sidcred by many a mark of neglect towards
the peop'e; but pbliticians"sﬁspcctcd the loss
of abattle. v

The banks of tlre Seine were crowded with

people ; particularly on one side, along which
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many tents were erected ; and among thenm,
a most magnificent one for the 1'0(:.eption of
the Empress. " After giving some pieces of
silver, and receiving some hearty squeezgs,
we af last s.uccéeded in obtunirlg places in
one of these tents. We en'dured the most
mtolcmlﬂe heat fm the ,space of an hout,
when, at last, sc\‘uaf carriages drove up,
eacle drawn by six horses, and.the people
shouted, ¢ Vive l’lmperatrice-f” «There was,
howevu no Empress "there. * Tire~carriages
were hllul by eluranﬂy dressed ladies and
gentlemen, the latter decorated with orglers.
A trumpet was sounded ; and,we immediately
perceived, on the river, a number of; baats
rowing’ towards each other: the sailors of
one party were dressed red, and those of*
the other in blue.  At.the head of each boat
stood a sailor, dressed in a white jacket,‘w.ith
asash of the coldur of his party, and fur-
nished with a long pole, at the end of‘ which
was fastencdd a large knob, which appeared to
me to be made of leather. When the boats
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had approached near enough, on the sounding
of the tliumpet, one of these men endea-
voured to seize the knob of his opponent’s
pole, and ‘thereby to throw him overboard.
If he succeeded, he was decLued thé con-
queror, and loudly appl‘uu‘led whilst the one
who renmned ste u&g.,lmg in the water excited
 the ridicule of the spectatpls

. This wasthe whole of a spectacle, respect-
ing the granddur of which very high expecta-
tions had ¢en uused but which was divested
of all the interest which the 1e<_1pmcal ac-
tivity and efforts of the combatants might
have given to such an exhibition ; forit was
settled that the szilor in the red sash should
a_lway;s be thrown overboard, as he was the
<champion of the English squadron. 'The
moment he fell into the wates, the people
triumphantly exclaimed, - L’Adnglois est
tombé.”

This show afforded me little amusement.
I received far more entertainmeat from the

agreeable party with which we dined under
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the trees, in M. Berthole’s garden. In the
evening we went.out to see the illumiﬁations;
those on the Po'm-Royal, and in the Champs-
Llysées, were remarkably splendid; though
far ipf'érior to what I have witnessed in Pe-
tersburgh.

Whilst * remained in Parisg I vmted the
celebrated Hotel des Invahdes. I wis lnghly
gr atlﬁed w1th evefy thing I saw om the esta-
blishment, excepting the p-retex!ded Russian
standalds, which were inade In Viemsaw by
Bonapmtes orders, in 1807, and then sent
as trophies to Paris. In the court of the
Hotel, (a kind of garden, in,which the in-
valids amuse themselves,) I.saw one unforth-
nate m#n who had lost both his legs. and
arms in battle, and whose trunk, with the
head stilleattaghed to if, was dragged about
Dy his wife jn a little car. The rope by which
she, pulled ‘it 'was lastened £o her waist, and
she walked -along knitting quite at her ease,
without seemiqg to'cénsidei' whether the ve-

hicle was moving securely or not, and paying
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no attention to the expressions of compassion
which the mutilated carcase of her husband
extorted from the spect‘ators.'

After having spent five daws, partly in

pleasure witkout doors, and pmtly in the en-

.

joyment ot ag‘leemblc society w1thm, we de-
parted ﬁom Paris with sorrowful Hedrts [ The
kind M. Bexthole thupqtcd in the most
friendly way, that T would visit his heuse, if
ever I shoulth an'ain come to Paris.

Ch ouf’retmn to thc little town of .501sson 5,
we found every thmn' as pcacmble as when
we left it, and I became daily more attached
to the excellent family of Doctor Leticrce.
The hopes of niy comrades had been rised
by the armistice, and the prospect of a speedy
peace; but when hostilities were recom-
menced, they all became disheartened, and
many were reduced to’ a state ,of despair.
Five of these urhappy men, among whom
was my friend Hune, formed the project of
escaping, and, .n some measure, succeeded
in executing their design. They departed
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from Soissons, in the disguise of p *asantf, and
directed their course northwards, by the
way of Liliey in ‘the hope of reaching the
coast of Flanders, and there finding avessel
by which they might lmve been convéyed'to
- Lngl:md. They slc])t dunnu the*day, and at
night proccedcd on thcu‘ Jomrney® Ihe flat-
ness ot the countr 'y ip Mandérs renﬂeled
.
their cntmpnsc L\txcmdv- difficult, fer they
could scldom find d thicket to conceal them-
selves, and, being besides unacqu hnte&'wnh
the 1oad, their enquiries naturally excited
suspicion., They reached Lille, however, in
safety; and, though contending with hunger
and thirst, had alrcady completed  three;
fourths of their journey, when they were
p{n'sucd, during the night, by a party of gen-
darmes, and finally taken.  [They were drag-
ged from one jail to another, all the way back
to Soissons; here they swege placed in the
most rigid coifinement, and it wasewith diffi-
culty that our eume.st sol.ici'tations saved them

frem beine imprisoned along with the com-
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mon felons. 1 was one of the few who ob-
tained permission to visit them. What a me-
lancholy aspect they* prese'nted! Their dis-
guise, and the dishevelled state of their hair,
scarcely p‘brmltted me to 1ecogmse them.
We relicved their misery, as far as lay in our -
power; for"no, compassion was' felt for their
sufferings by any of the French, e%cept Doc-
tor Letierce, who sent th'em many s«zxp};lies of
provisions-and bottles of brandy. At last an
ordéi™arrived for their removal to Chateau
Bouillon: here they remained, in the gréutest
-misery, until the allies entered IFrance, when
they were fortunately released by the Russian
grmy.

"That we should experience’ more rigid
treatment after this affair, was naturally to be
expected ;' we were now mystered twice every
day by the commandant, instead of only twice
a week, as»we formerly were, For, a long
time we vainly cherished the hope of being
exchanged for the French prisoners who had

been taken along with General §t.Cyr: 'on
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the contrary, orders were issued, at the datter
end of November, for transporting our depot
to Dreux, twenty miles i)eyond Paris. Many
of my conyades werg overjoyed at ﬂus néws;
but it sounded Jike ay thunder-bolt in my
ears.

Though \tl'le French kept «the lf)attgw of
Leipzick very secrety or*rather talked of it as
a victory, yet the prei)arat'ions in the :lep'u‘t-
ments, and even BOIl’lpdlte S sud‘den 'u'rxval
in Paris, plginly indicated that a]l the Te
Dewms had been sung for nothing. On these
occasions,* popular opinion was freely ex-
pressed, and the number of reproaches utter-
ed against Napolcon was incalculable; but it
would not have been safe for any foreigner
to join in the abuse which was unsparingly
lavished on hfm; @nd this whs certz'lin_ly laud-
able in the Irench. It may be safely as-
serted, hat no mercl‘;nflt, «citizén, or pea-
sant, was at this time ﬁi.vopmb]e towards the
Emperor; it féllbws, therefore, that three-

fourths of thg people disliked kis government.



There was, it is true, in the town of’ Soissons
an old physician, a Doctor Dieu, who had,
during the revolution, been first of all a zea-
louq'm) alist, next a jacobin, ind was then a
furious pa\tlzan of Napoleon. His medical,
skill was allowed to he considerable, yet none
of f,h{a, inhabitznts appeared wﬂlh}g to apply
for his advice. ‘o,

The*day of our’ departure terminated my
happiiiess in France. What words can de-
scribe my'feelings, when I bade adicu to the
family of Doctor Letierce !—IFor several days
“before we had given up all our litt'e occupa-
tions and ‘pleasures. How were our hearts
cppressed wnen we sat round the fire the
evening before my departure! The melan-
choly silence which prevailed was broken
only by our sighs, and the rutle November
wind, which whistled round the house. The
heur struck at which ave were accustomed to
retire to rést—my eyes overflowed with tears
—our parting was most paififul.

General Tutschkoff, Baron lahn, and™ I,



277

had engaged places in the diligence, to pro-
ceed to Drcux by the way of Paris, though
the rest of the pr 1sonu~s went by St. Denis,
without el}teril.xg Raris. My compzmip'ns‘ had
the goadness toscall nve at five in the morn-
ing.  Doctor Letierce, *who was up before

that hour, ,[1ad himself propaﬂed some roffee
for me : leaving the ladies asleep, he accom-
panied me to the _C(_)Z.lch, .a.nd, whep he shut
the door of the house, it a‘ppeared:to 1;le‘:1s if’

heaven had been for ever closed upon me!
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CHAPTER XIV.

qumz/ to o)I(’ll,l——])ll[)lls())lm('llf at St. Jfa/o—])c-

/lz erance.

T .‘{toach'dqu swiftly through the gates
of Soissons ; I looked back upon the beloved
town ubtil we entirely lost sight of it. Lvery
spot which. we had visited during our walks,
and which T now. passed over for the last
time, awakened within me the most painful
‘recollections. These reflections oceupied my
mind during the whole of our ;omncy, except
at short mtelvals, when I was overcome by
sleep.

M. Berthole entertained General Tutsch-
koff;, the baron, and myself, in the most hos-
pitable manner possible, and iikewise obtain-
ed'for us the advanthge of"remui"ning two
days in Paris: the general was the more de-
sirous of this, as he himself had never beforc

seen the Irench capital.



The fugitive Napoleon had by ﬂm time
arrived, and was oalutoq by lampoons, ‘whie h,
notwithstandir:g the vigilance of tiie guards,
were posted up wn the very w;'ﬂls"ot' the
“Tuillerses. He then dispersed the legislative
body, and thereby incréase.d thg number of
his slaves, {hough not that.of his friend}. ’

From Paris we pmceeded toV ersalllee, and
saw the (neat and the thtle I‘nqnon : the
latter was destined for the King, of Rome;
all the furniture represented Roman ruins.
In the beautiful, though desolate, city of
Versailles, we stopped at a tavern, which had
once been the residence of the ‘I)l‘IChCSS de la
Valliére, the favourite mistress of Louis XIV.
"The landlord was in heart and soul a royalist.

We rode to Dreux in an odd sort of dili-
gence ; it had buf two wheels, was drawh by»
three horses, " and carried ught pelsom.
gues to (ro

134
and we 1mchod Dreux that very day. Ounr

I‘oxtmmtelv we had but fifteen ]C't

comrades, who had arrived a few days before

us, appcaretl better pleased with this stnt'xon
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than the) had been with .‘501sson‘;, though the
town was smaller, and n every respect less
comfortable: the lllhabltdlltb, 1"c is true, show-
ed us the utmost kindnesse and many of the
prisoners \>vprc lodged and ‘boarded #ree of
expense.  We 1‘qceibcd invitations from the
subfpfbf'cct, antl ether respectable families ;
but we felt sever ely the loss of*( aptam Claffy,
the oood g‘ommandant of Soissons. We were
here tm mcnted hy M. Otto, a onc-eyed up-
start, W]l()b(: friendship was only shared by
those who were wiliing to drink with him for
'several hours at a time. IF ortunately, his au-
thority was subordinate to that of the prefect,
afid thercfore.he could only harass us in tri-
fling matters.

We commenced the new )car, 1814, agrec-
«ably"* enouwh in' Dreux. © Accounts soon
reached us, that the allies had crossed the
RHbne, and werd advancmo' to Parid. Le-
tierce wrote, to inform me t‘hat Soissons had
been hastily fortified, "and that, owing to the
near approach of the encmy, he and his fa-
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mily were thrown into a state of great unea-
siness: he requested that General Tutschkoff
would im'mediafe]y'qcnd him a letter of pro-
tcctuy, to beg ysed in case the lxusmms shoatd
starm the taqwn.  Many of the mlmlntantq of
Soissons, who had known the general, made
the saulé request, with {vhic"I: he mest readil.y
. e
complied. + But Mow were these papers to'
reach the placo "of their dtstmaﬁon withaut
being opened?  Had their contents been dis-
covered, consequences very dlsd(’l('(,dble to
the gencral, as well as the persons to whom
they® were addressed, might have folloded.
1 paqscd a restless night; dnd, whencver 1
closed _my cyes, I fancied’l beheld my bene-
factor plnnducd and insulted. I rose by
break of day, and hastened to General ‘Tutsch”
koff; the létters were not yet sant to the
post-ofﬁct' : o resolved to scize this oppostu-
1Aty of proving ‘my gmtltudc, ands even at
the risk of losing my liberty, to convey the
letter to the worthy Letierce.: Although I
sufféred severely for this enterprise, I have
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never yet regretted the undertaking it; and
even when hingering in a jail, I was consoled
with the idea of having saved the honour and
pteperty of my benefactors, whilst the whole
city was a prey to piflagn: my.life wonld
have been a cheép forfeit for such an object.
I teok any plz'ugeuin“the diligencé, naid a
momentary visit to M. Berthele, as I passed
through Paris, and, at nine in the evening,
astonished Doctor Letierce and his family by
my unexpected entrance, whilst they were all.
seated at supper. Their joy was boundless
at seving me; but so was also their anxiety
for my safety: they deprecated the protec-
tion, for my danger made them forget their
own. I endeavoured to remove theif fears,
by assuring them, that the general in Dreux
would be znswerable for me; ana that, as the
prisoners were mustered only once every
week, I wmight yet remain six days absent. °
What happiness did I not experience when
1 again joined the circle os this amiable fa-
mily! How joyfully I enterec my old apart-
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ment, where every thing appeared to remain
as I had left it! Yes, I must even acknow-
ledge (and why should I feel ashamed to
own )t N1 was overjoyed when d again be-
held my old bootsjack '—-T\Tobody knew that
I spent. five happy days in Soissons, for I a]-
ways w1thdrew to my ap.utment whﬁnever a
\'mtm entered, the house But in the mean
while a storm wis gathering i in Preux.

The good umlensta.ndmg ‘whi¢h had pre-
vailed between the prisoners and the French
autborities there was interrupted by an un-
lucky accident, which was likewise the*frin-
cipal cause of the sufferingd which 1 after-
wards endured. The prisoners were card:ared
to be in their respective quarters. by nine
o’clock every evening ; those, however, who
happentd td be invitéd to parties, and were
unable to return home so early as nine, ore-
ceived bxl]ets, on preseiiting which to the
patrole, they were suffered’to pass through
the strects at any hour. 'Phe distribution of
these billets was sometimes delaved for seve-
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ral days, apd it happened, on the very evening
of my departure from Dreux, that General
Tutschkoff was arrested whilst returning
home ﬁ‘om’«/the house of the prefect, altkough
his person was very well keown tp the guard.
He was, at his own request, conveyed back to
the prefect, and (imﬂlét}iate]y ]iberatéd,_, The
prefect, next morning, sent.him a billets
The general‘ expected that the prefect would
have paid Kim a. visit in persbn ; and he had
no sooner openéd the billet, than he.tore it,
and sent it back, with the following answer :
“ Napoleon returned me my sword upon the
field of battle; ‘I am thercfore no prisoner,
and am at liberty to quit France whenever I
think fit: I, however, choose to remain here,
'to share the fate of my unhappy countrymen.
As I voluntarily submit to this kind of capti-
vity, I have the more reason to,expect, that
the prefect should treat me-with all the cou-
sideration which is due to my rank, as well as
my irreproachable conduct.”

The general received no answer to this
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note. The enraged prefect immediately ern-
forced, in the strictest manner, the orders of
the commandant; vone of which was, that
the prisoners should be mustered thyee tirpes
ever day. Iy of course, way mlssedon the
first call; and thouah the General and Baron
Hahn beth offered to pledge theu own freé.
dom fdr my retury on ! the fifthe day, a report
of my absence was immediately dyawn up apd
transmitted to Paris.

In the mean while® I had®a second time,
with regret, torn mysclf from the arms of
my benefactors ; I had also been disappojnted
of the company of a worthy neighbour in
the diligence; and, therefore, returned to
Dreux» under the influence of very ‘melan-
choly sensations. When I learnt what hade
taken place, I hasteped tos the command-
ant, to assure him that I was no deserter.
Though he aﬂ'et:ted to fgel for my situation,
h:g suffered me to be selzed Ly a party of gen-
darmes, and sent fo Versailles to General
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Ulemburgh. My comrades scarcely had time
to convey to me something for my relief.
General Ulemburgh rec:ived me with kind-
ness, and appeared well convmced chat I had
not deserted. He 1mmedlate]y sent a report
to the minister in Parls‘ from whom he re-
ceived an_answer,  directing that iny con-
.ﬁn\.ment was o be as strigt as if 1 had com-
mltted theft or murder. . I protested solemanly
against this.treéatment, but could only obtain
a written recom.nendatlon from the crenera]
to the keeper of the prlson Had it not been
for the kind treatment of this worthy man
(whose name was Biset), I should probably
have become a prey to despair. I occupied
a part"of his own chambers, for whicl, it is
‘rue, I paid at a very dear rate; for few
Frenchmen are freec from selfishpess ;. but he
treated me with great attention, and I en-
joyed all the libierty which e had the power
to grant. I was much indebted to him for
sending a letter to Soissons, which he caused
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to be safely delivered according to the ad-
dress.

Eight meldncholy days had passed away,
and I beg¢n to fancy that all the world had
forgoften meNwhen one moring a man Te-
quested to speak to m¢ in private. He prov-
ed to be the brother of, the Russian Colonel
Radulphe de Goumés T Had served in the
same, corps "with th(. golonel, and was there-
fore enabled to give his brother the most sa-
tisfactory information fespecling him. Thm
uoxthy man, besides rehevmg my necessmes
frequently enlivened the dull hours of my
impri.sonment by his agreeable conversation,
aud repeatedly waited on the general to make
inquiries respecting my future destinatlon.

At last an order was received for removing ,
me to the garrison of St. Malo. Before my
departure I was permltted to breakfast with
Radulphe,p and was.by thls means mtroduced
to’ his amiable family. He gave me a letter
of recommendatlon to a Madame de St.
Maur, in St Malo, who aftelwards rendered
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me considerable services. I travelled ac-
cording to the prescribed routes. I passed
through Dreux, where L.endured the morti-
fication of -not being allowed to speak to my
compamons. It was then reported, thit the
depot at Dreux.would shortly be broken up,
as the country aoungd Paris was expected to
{become the theatre of “the_war.

I passed through Alencon, Maycnne,, and
Fugeres, and ‘was every where stared at like
some strange animal. ” I arrived at St. Malo
on the 15th of Febroary.  The commandant
wasg unluckily at St. Scavant, not far from
the town. In consequence of his abs;znce,
however, I was driven from place to place;
no one seemed to know how to disposé of
.me. I was, at length, thrown into a most
horrible jail ; for which severity I had to
thank, in a great measure, the sergeant of
the gendarmerte., This maa had the assur-
ance to speak unbecomingly of my meeron
I at first took little notice of him; but his in-

solence afterwards became so unbearable,
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that I called him a stupid, impertinent French-
man, and declared I would complain of him.
The commanéant not lgcing in St. Malo, I
was left at the d§posal of this rude fcllow,
who got me imprisoned gmong “the vildst
malefactors, where I was allowed no resting-
place e'xcegti.ng the bare gl"oun.d'. While I
deplored my fate bitterl$, some of the wretches
laughed at me, and’othe’rs asked mé to join
them in a game at matumony, a%surmg me
that 4 might live very comfor tably there, and
that the jailer’s wifc was an agreeable woman,
and one who would sometimes give credit for
a glass of brandy.

In 'r'b.is miserable situation’ I received, a
letter from Madame de St. Maur. The jailer’s
wife for a long time refused to deliver it to
me; but my prfyers and *entreafies, agcom-
panied by a llttl&money, at length succeeded
in méving Ter. Héaven: scemcd to senile
upon me “"hen, in a short timé, the noble
lady herself entered “the prisofi, to convey
friendly consolatioh to oneavho was languish-



290

ing in a filthy dungeon, surrounded by the

vilest- felons. I need scarcely mention, that

she was a ci-devanf. This anigel wept with

me, promised to go herself t¢ the command-

ant, to nrake a repre'seﬁt'iltion of r'hy‘ misera-

ble situation, aﬁd. in the mean while to
provide for*my r.ecessities.

She dcpar'ted. "Heo~ presence had, in some
measurn, set my snind at ease; and, over-
powercd with fatigue, I suffered my eyes for
a short while to close. But what a scene did
I witness on awaking from a short slumber!
The prisoners were sound asleep, ard snoring
on every s‘de of me. I seated myself' ona
bundle of straw, over which hung a’dismal
lamp ; the desire of sleep now entirely for-
sook me. Towards midnight the great dog
in the prison-yard began to ba.k furiously,
the héavy doors creaked on their hinges, and
a guard enferad the cell. A hdrrible thought
suddenly ertered my mind: I fancied they
had come in the dead of the uight to murder
me. Life had indeed bezome almost indif-
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ferent to me. It was, however, only,{he pa-
trole; and the cdrporal, who had a lantern in
his hand, prqceeded immediately to count
the prisoners. Pre* rudely asked mt why I
was ndt asleep’ I am in'clined to think he
would have struck me, had not the _]aller in-
terposed with the words,®< Hé isa R'ussmn
officer.”’ . The' pafrgle counted forgy-three
prisoners: ¢ And.that Russian there,” said
the sergeant, ¢ makes forty-four.”” The
sensdtion which these words excited within
me is indescribable! I was unable to bear,
the thoug'rht of being classed wijth such a
gang. . When the guard had dgparted, I ut-
tered a deep groan, which awakened some of
the prisoners, and I was saluted by the in-
sulting wordsz ¢ Be. quiet, you Russian rasc'al [lad
Several times I felt inclined to slumber, but
was constantly dlst'urb«,d.by frlé‘hj;flﬂ dreams.
I fancifd myeelf contendmg with a Wlld
beast, or falling’ ﬁrom a lof'ty precipice, Yet
the dawn of mommg was unwelcome to me,
for it doome’d me to *hear the vile discounse
U 2
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of the, prisoners, and to become the object
of their brutal jests.

At ninc o’clock a gendarme entered the
pus;)n: “to conduct me ¢e”the commandant.
Heavens! with what delighe did I again in-
hale the fresh ;}ir!t Some pergons whom I

LA ’
met an the street« eemed to takepity ‘on me,
but others stared, and extlainmed, Coquin de
Russe ]’ s 1 passed._along. Though the
commandait behuved, upon the whole, with
much arrogance, ‘yet he condescended to
_make some apology for the wretched quarters
V\h](,h had been assigned to me. * I did not
think fit to apswer some of the political ques-
tions which he put to me, upon xvhich he
said very drily, that he had already ordered
an apartment to be prepared for me in the
casfle, but that in the mean while I must be
satisfied w1th the - Jdl].- I ‘earnestly entreated
that he would not send me back to tht prison,
declaring that I would willingly surrender
myself to the strongest ‘aard, and be con-

_tent with the niost wretched cotner he could
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allot to me. This, the unfeeling man termed
affectation, which ill became a state-prisoner.
I departed inssilence.  Madame de St. Maur
visited the (,omrx{andant shortly aften kleft
hlm ; and, at eleven 0 glock I was*conducted
to the castle by the commandant’s aide-de-
camp: it is Situated near thg town, and is
surroquded“by a ditch and ]'1igh.waﬂs. * The
interior space is divided into twd small
gloomy yards, in on€ of which ‘:il;art‘ments
had been built for statc-pr.is.oners,.along onc
side (;f the ;vall; mine consisted of a small
room, furpished with a table, a chair, and a
bedstead filled with straw. A guard was
 stationcd before the door, and clfanged cvery
hour. I was debarr(;d from all society, and all
cdrrespondence, though for a little money I
procured pensy ink, and books.
No one was syffered to vmt me, excepting
the com}n‘mdan‘c and his’ two aldes-dc -camgp,
one of whom appeared to take an extraordi-

nary interest in nty,fate. The commandant
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unluckily perceived this, and I saw the aide-
de-cantp no longer.

Soup, and a small piece of ni.eat, were, in
return for my money, da;lv tarust in at the
door. My guards and 1'did not long agree
together, fol they tcok the liberty of coming
into my rooin ; aad this was doubly disagree-
able to me, both on ~ccount of the tobacco
which they smoaked, and because their pre-
sence hindered me froii employing myself in
the way I wished. I at length forbad them
to enter; but they revenged themsclves for
this affront, for whenever they relieved guard
during the night, they called out to me, and
I was thus obliged to vociferate an answer
every hour. Yet I preferred this nféht]y in-
convenience to the disorderly intrusion which
I had endured during the day ; I now passed
the tedious hours of the day very quietly in
reading and ..tudy But when I recollected
Soissons, and considered that I knew not

how long I had to remain in this state of
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wretchedness, alas, I was then miserable
indeed !

Whilst I was in thisssituation, I well knew
that many other- unfortunate men were con-,
fined in’ the cast'le, howevc1, } never ‘saw
them. 1 had been in it, about a° month, when
one evening the door of my abartmgnt was
suddenly ‘bpened; the commandant® aide-
de.camp entered, accompanied bysa guard,
and imperiously orfiered me to ‘rise: From
the manner in which they behaved I at first
thought they had been sent to carry me out
to the castle ditch, and shoot me; but this
was not the case, they merely s¢aled up my
papers, and carried oft all my writing ma‘te-'
rials. "My mind was at ease, when I con-
‘sidered that there was among my papers no-
thing which could furnish groand for sus-
picion. A Rlan' of Soissons, which I had
sketched during my'leisure hours there, was
fortunately not in my possession« I lent it to
one of my comy ades, who forgot. to return it.
I had to thank hm; for his negligence; had it
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been found on this occasion, it might have
affordea a pretence for treating me with still
greater severity.

thn the aide-de-camp ha,d searched every
cornﬂx of the room, he m)ted down with
much formality that J was the son of the
Russian Counselloy of' State, Kotzebue, and
asked me why fny “ather wrote against Bo-
naparte. 1 made nq answer to this strange
question, Ile then packed all my things to-
gether, and doubled my guard. 1 have since
learnt, that the apartments of several other
pl;isoners underwent a similar examjnation,
but for what reason I am at a loss to conjec-
ture. After this I was more strictly guarded,
the'aide-de-camp seldom visited me, 4nd his
conduct was always very austere.

In this manner a month and eight days
elapsed when, great God! on the memo-
‘rable fourtl of Apm, the commandant ac-
compan‘ed by an immense crowd .of people,
entered the yard. The incessant cries of
“ Vive le roi I’ and the"wayfﬁg of the white
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flag, filled me with astonishment, and I trem-
bled without knowing why. As’the crowd
advanced, I heard several persons exclaim,
“To the R\msiﬂh! to the Russjag!” ‘Khe
commandafft *idvanced towards my door;
my room was inst.aqtl:y filled with people, all
exclannqng, “ You areafree —Five [ roi l—
V ive l’i‘mperem /Uo.mndw P I‘coﬂld scarcel .y
credlt what 1 heard,.whcn the commandgynt
informed me ‘that the Russiahs had entered
Paris, and congratulafed me®on my freedom.
" 1 remained for some time motionless ; all
was silent.—I know not by what impyse I
was led to exclaim, < Vive Je roi!”> These
words were rapturously mseceived. Sev:nal
persons seized my hands, and conductcd me
from my prison. We then went by turns to
the rest,of the prisoness, anct I soon enjoyed
the satxbfactlon of congratulating thcm Qn
their ﬁeedom, ande bemo* .8, Witness of their
Joyful surprise ; many wept aloud, dnd like
me, were unable, to believe what they heard:

they were eleven in number.
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The people impetuously demanded, whe-
ther there were any prisoners in conceal-
ment? The commandant «ssured them, upon
his honour, that there werd no mere. The
crowd dispersed by degrees, and®I had thuq
an opportunity of becoming acquamted Wlth
'my combpanions in risfortune, narnely, a
Dutch colonel and three -aptains, a*West
phalian barou, and several Frenchmen: the
’Frenchmen ‘sodh‘ retired, but the foreigners
remained. We showed to each other the
cells in which we had been confined, and re-
lated what we had suffered during our impri-
sonment ; we had all encountered nearly the
sam:a fate: some had been regarded as rebels,
for having joined the Dutch National Guard,
and fought against the French. The wife of
the colonnl had come ‘o Paris, ‘o0 enleavour
to procure her husband’s liberty, when the
minister, of pollm: unfeelingly presented to
her a list of the prisoners who were to be
shot at St. Malo. The name of her husband
was the first which caught her eye; she im-
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mediately fainted, and was carried off ia a
state of insengibility. I am ignorant whether
or not my name ;was inscribed in this list.
The sen*ence was to have been executed in
the begmmng ‘of Aprnl but.the Russums en-
tered Pari$ before the day.appointed.

Thes people gleeted, us with loud huzzas ag
we p.;.ssed through the téwn. $t. Malo lics
quite in the sea, beipg built on a small island ;
it is surrounded: by a massy stone wall, which
serves also for a promenade; the streets mjc'
narrow, but some of the houses are very well
built; in every corner of the town the finest
oysters were sclling at ten sous the hundred.

I hastened to visit Madame de St. Maur,
by whom I was joyfuily received. 'She had
frequently requested permission to send pro-
visiong and wine tg my prisou, or in any

other way to ‘relieve my distress, but all her
ap'phcauons wéra vain. [ felt so mdlgnant at
this conduct of the commz}nd‘mt “that I did
not even .bld him farewell.,

Whilst T was overwhelmed with distress at
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St. Malo, my unfortunate comrades, whom I
had left at {)reux, were transported to the
depot at Chartres; their removal took place
durlng the worst season of thc year, and they
had ‘to travel by the most miscrable rouds.
Several other depots had undcrwone similar
‘removals; and, as the plcpm ations occasioned
by the near approach ofv' thc cneiny excited
thé greatest confusion, it f.ncqu%nuy occurred
that " the pris?‘nc‘.‘_s and the miiitary crossed
each other on their marcl, till at last it often
happened, that neither knew which way to
proceed ; the stronger party drove away the
weaker. My comrades had scarcely arrived
at Chartres, whcn.tlgey were ordered to re-
move, to make room for a depot of dragnons.
They were desired to go to Orleans, where it
was said they would ﬁnd' good accommoda-
tion; but, on reaching Orleans, thcy found
their ‘quarters occ_lpxed by two depots, of cui-
rassiers. They were then ordered to Blebt '
v'here they expect«.d to find only seamen.

They had remained but a short time in Brest,
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when they received an order tq march to
Rennes. Although the number ¢f military in
the last-mentioned place was very counsider-
ablg, yet ’;llé.ll.ajﬁstarvecl_al'ld ragged prisotlers
ats last foursd sonre persons who tnok.compas-
sion on them, and’ they lemamed in Rennes
until theu* liberationg "lhere wene 'moreover
'm'my gond royfflxsts in Bnttany and Nor-
mandy from whom the pmoncrs received
such kind ucatment that they felt the sin-
cerests regret on taking leave of their bene-
factors. ‘

When Louis XVIII. was proclaimed,’ they
paraded the town at the head of the people,
anl destroyed the eagles. The prefect sta-
tioned himsglf in a balcony, and excited the
people to hoist the white cockade, and ex-
claim,’ Vivd le roi! General Tutschkoﬁ' was
visited by a formal deputation, and pressmgly.
1equested to accept the dffice of prafect, until
the king could appoint andther; and it was
with some, difficulty he succeeded in wavings
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this proposal. He wrote to me, requesting
that I would hasten to Rennes, to participate
in the general enthusiasm. I had scarcely
finwhed 1ewding his letter, whe 1 received
one from my benefactor Lotierce, the mcre
sxght of whose hand-wmmg oveljoyed me;
e had sustained no (njyry in the storming of
Scissons, and had found an cpportunlty to
send his family to M. Berthole.m_Parls, where
they still remained. . '

T continued in St. Malo two days longer,
during which I witnessed nothing but rejoi-
cings. I then set out for Rennes, and from
thence, accompanied by my comrades, pro-
ceeded to Paris.

I shall ever regard as one of the happiest
moments of my life, that in which I again
saw Docter Letierce’s family. They de-
clare d they were indebted for their safety
to the letter whicli I conveyed to them.
General Winzingerode, and my good uncle
General Rosen, paid full respect.to the re-
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commendation of their unfortunate fellow-
soldiers; may Heaven reward them for it!
—This mf'ounatlon amply indemnified me

for all my pztbt sufferings.

THE s END.
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POSTSCRIPT

BY,

A. VON KOTZEBUE.

[

TuoueH the precedrag relation contains
many serious complaints of scverity #nd sel-’
ﬁshncss manifested on the part of the I‘xench,
yet every fuend of humanity, who fecls re-
pugaant at the 1dpa of condemning a whole
nation, will remark with pleasure, that in
JFrance, as well as in all other places, misfor-
tune is sure to extort sympathy. How many
noble-mirided Frenchmen did the Iprisoner
meet between Polotzk and St. Mald! and in
what country in the ‘world would he have
experienced bettcr treatment in his situation,
than in France? His nanie, theugh hateful
to the ears of cvery Bonapattist, proved no
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disadvantage to him; he enjoyed at Soissons
as much freedom as any of his comrades; he
was even pcrmlttod to visit Compeigne and
Paris. |, It was bnlv when the gratitiede of his'
heart-induced him te absent himself five days
from Dreux, that he ekperienc'cd harsh treat-

s
ment ; but would not sygch « ploceodmg have

been attended by smul.u c,onscqucnces in any .

other countly?'

The author having, af the commcencement
of this work, mentioned his unfortunate bro-
ther, his father avails himsclf of the oppor-
tunity ‘of here inserting a plain, but well itfe-
rited, memorial of that belovell son. ‘

WipLiam von Korzesur was born in Rus-
sia. At the age of six years hie was carried
by his parents to Weimar, where he had the
misfortun to lose his excellent mother. He
was then sent o the cglebrated Salzmann, at
Sch.‘m’pfexitf'xal, where he reitained five years.
"Though his tender agg did not’permit him to
pursue his education on an &xtensive plan,

yet he'had to thank the Institution at Schnep-
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fenthal for activity of body and purity of
mind. No youth was ever more attached to
truth ; he was unacqunfntcd with the nature
of falséhood. The tender Jove which he en-
tertained for the worthy Salzmann, endec only
with his life. If all the scholars at Schnep-
fenthar were taught to regard truth and
virtue as sacredly as Willian. did, this insti-
wition must be the best in the world; for
though it might not produce the greatest
scholars, it would certainly produce-the most
virtuous men.

“‘Between the age of cleven and twelve,
William returned to his native country, and
was sent to pursuc his education in the an-
cient and celebrated establishment called Pe-
ter’s School, in St. Petersburgh. A few years
afterwards, he quitted the Russian capital for
Vienna, where his father then was ; and com-
menced his military career by entering-the
excellent engineer c¢adet corps, in which his
industry and good conduact gained him uni-

versal esteem.
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Having attained the age of puberty, he
wished, on his next examination, to enter
the Austrian engipeer regiment; but as there
prevails m Austria « disinclination to the,ad-
mission of forcigners mto'that corps, he was
passed over, though hLc h.ul grpatly distin.
gur.shed himself at his cxa.mnatmn._ F]ps cir-
cumstance deeply atfected him; but he unex-
pectedly received a-brilliant indemnification.
His imperial highness the “Archcuke Charles,
that great ‘commander and eminent judge of
merit, who was present at the examination,
observing that William had acquired no com-

.

mon knowledge, immediately appointed him?*
ensign in the regiment which belongs to nis
mmperial highness as grand-master of the T'eu-
tonic Order, anfl conﬁdc:d to him the in-
struction of the cadets. The colonel of this
emment V on Faber, ploved thc young en-
sign’s ‘most sincere friend.

He was promoted to the rank of first licu-
fenant, when thé war of 1805 broke out. The
Archduke,’at that time, increased 'ilb general

.

X 2
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staff. "How great was William’s astonish-
ment, when, without, the slightest expecta-
tion of such an advaricement he was sud-
denly fnformed that he was made « captain
of the general staft! N

In this rank he made his first campaign

with the Archduke Charles in Italy. Ie was

. .
engaged in every action, particularly in the
battle of Caldiero, and “had his share in the
celebrated retreat through the Tyrol. e
was thus formed in the best school of his i)ro-
1i:ession. At the conclusion of the peace, he
was employed in making surveys and mea-
surements in the Tyrol ; and experiencead the
greatest happiness whilst he remained among
the good people of that cofintry.

In the mean while, his )V'()l‘thy Colonel,
Von Faber, was appointed general and chief
of the cadel corps ai Wicner-Neustadt ; and,
on his i'(rprcscntation, William was, at tfle age
of twenty-three, mude professor of mathe-
matics and military tactics to'that institution

In this situation, however, he still retained
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the rank of captain on the general staff, in
order that he might, in the case of a mnewal
of the war, be 1cad) to draw his swond for
his hatred of Bonapar;te was boundless. In
the year 4809 hid wishes. in this resnect. were
fulfilled.

He served, in the first placg, under his
imperial highness thc Aschuke J()11n°~.:md
had ‘an JCth(’ shate m the opuatlons in the
ncnghbom hood of Pse qblunh. The tollowma
account would appear almest 1nc:ed1blc, were
it ndt cormborated by several authentie do-
cuments.  But to prove the truth of what

. R »®
was related by this young man, no such evi-
dence, is nccessary, lor none .co.uld be moresr
devoid of ogtentation than he was.

« It is well known that a bridge-head had
been constructed in front of Presburgh; it was
not, howcvc.r, :-xt.lhis time. completely finishe
ed, nor cven ﬁlowdu,l with cannom William
was ont day. Stationed n this for tlhcatlomth
1500 men ;'he l:lm.selt, with 50():31@11, oCcl-

- L] . .
pied the out-works, and the remaining thou-
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sand were distributed in the other works on
both flanks, the bridge over the Danube
being in their rear.  The French unexpect-
edly debouched from,an adjacent wood; it
was ;at first, supposed that they intended to
cross the river, but th_(‘y gradially surrounded
the bridge-head.  William had hitherto only
attended to ihe sufety of his own position,
and had intrusted the flanks to his c'pmrhdes.
He, however, soon pereeived that the thou-
sand men were retreating aldng the bridge,
and that he and his party were dlmost com-
\plct(‘ly cut off. He had now no alternative
but to retreat likewise. But this operation
‘could only ‘be eflected under a shower of
bais; many of his troops were, taken pri-
soners, and his Joss was altogether so great,
that he reached the bridge with only sixty
men.  These brave men hastened to cross it.
But with what astun,is‘hmeht did they find
that two of the supports of the bridge were
removed! This had been done by the party

who first crossed the bridge,'in order to stop



311

the pursuit of the Irench. Many o' Wil
liam’s men leaped into the river, in the hope
of saving themselves by swimmin;v, but he
had the mogtification of sceing them perish
before*his c)re;.

In'this dresdful s'ltuation, with the French
n lns front, and the nwr n s rczu, hc or-
due(l lu-\]lttle party to“{aw the cncmy ; the
hrmrr contmuod on cvery side, and he soon’
had only five mendett with lmn,-(m(: of whom
in a few minutes fell dead at las feet.

"The French were as little aware of the de-
struction of any part of the bridge as the
Austrians had bLeen, and 1m’1<rmcd that the
little party meant to defengd thcmsclves to
the 1dst extremity. William uged oftéh to
relate with astdnishment the coolness with
which a French colonel, on approaching the
bridge-head, sprang from his horse, drewshis
sword ; and, placing, ltimselt, at* the head of
his ‘troops, ordered them to march forward,
then led them on tht bridgg'.itself at the
charging step )
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In this critical moment, William suddenly
reflected; that such of his troops as leaped
into the river, and hzu.l been drqwned, pro-
bably perished only becayse they lost presence
of n]i‘l!;l,‘ im consequence of the precipitate
plunge from the bridg‘e‘ into the water. *Wil-
liam had learyt to swim when Qe was at
Schnc]_.)ﬁ;\.))thg;], and thet acquisition 0w prov-
‘ed of service to him. I—Iavin«'r climbed acréss
the balustlad«(‘s of thc bridge, he umpp(*d on
one of the pilars underncath, al(mg which
‘he gradually slipped down, until e was tp
to_ the neck in the water. He then qlutted
lns ho]d, and swam across the Danube, amldst
the firing of thc,enemy. .

When all <he Austrians had left the bridge,
- General Bianchi ordered his troops to open
a heavy fire of gmpf—:—shot ﬂ'o‘m t.h? opposite
side, by which the French suffered consider-
ably, and w ere _soon 'chpcll‘ul to retreat.
William onh tool\ time to wring ‘the Water
from his cloth.eh before he joined inthe pur-

suit. eaver to take vengeance for the morti-
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fication he had experienced. On thes occa-
sion he took the standard of a Dattalion,
which he sent t:) the magistragy of Presburg.

])urino“the ‘nttl(.: of Warrain, William
was s-tdtlonod og a detached 10\\ ct, w1th an
exc8llent Dolland*telescope. He had several
guides upder his command- and his dutv
was, to report all .theg,obServatlons’he mlght
make relative® to the situation and move-
ments of the, epemy.” He of;en afterwaeds
expressed Yiis satisfaction of hav.ing, in his
View from this tower, had the whole field of
battle lying before him, like the chequered
face of a chess-board. He observed the¢pas-
sage of the Frencly across the Danube with
sucle minuteness, that he .coul;l even olistin-
guish whethes the horses had long or short
tails. He fr «,quently mentlomd a ldmuopen
space, Which appearcl Im severak hours to
separate ’.tha I‘xcr.lch a»rmy {nto two parts.
Chuvihced that an Austilan corpsepéietrat-
g into thlb opening would® have produced

the most fm?ouldble rcsults, he transmitted *
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repeated reports of this observation: circum-
stances raust have existed which prevented
the opportunity thus presented from being
taken advantage of. Hp did not quit the
tower until Austrian and Franch cavalty had
frequently galloped past it in every direction.
. He had, in, concert with some others,
formed a very, beld plan, which had reccived
the approbation of his Imperial Majesty; but
its* execution .was prevent.] by the peace.
The persons engaged :n this plan were to in-
sinuate themselves, in the disguise of stroll-
ing musicians, into the Tyrol (where Wil-
liam, in consequence of his surveys, was very
wek known), and to head an insurrcction.of
the T rolesc..

This plan being frustrated,-his hatred of
~Bonaparte madg him turn his thoughts to
the Enghish service, which he wished to
enter, in order to bear arms unacr the great
Wellington in Spain. Mr. Bathurst, . having
been informed of the inerits of the young

man, actually engaged him, and furnished
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him with several letters to Englnd apd

Spain.  He applied to that exceMent prince

the Arcl‘lduke Jol.m, whose esteem he had

gained, rgquesting a testimonial of his past
QCI\'ILL%,\.IQ apledge of Ins quarhcwtlon for

those he was .nbout to undextake. lllc Arch-
dul\c full of mdour hlmsolf, 1mmedmtc1)

wn antod the request, canfl applauded the 1¢ "eso-
lution wlnch dlctated it; he was, howcwer,

reminded by #he cold calewjators by wWhom

he was smmunded that itew ould. not be pro-*
per, dfter thc conclusion, of the peace,”to
send Austrian officers to Spain. W 1llnm was
thns forced to rtenounce his ardent wish.

The state of dependence in which Awustria
was npw placed with regard 4o Frarce, pro-
duced a disgust to the service in which e
had formetly been .engagc;d, and awlkened
in him the desire of returning to hig native
country, {n the year 1813 he cntered’ the

‘Rusmm army.

'H\s majesty the Emper_ar Alexander was
$O_ genero‘h's as fo permit him to enter into
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the Russtan army with the rank he then held,
whenever he could obtain lcave to quit the
service of Austria. That leave was, however,
with difficulty procured. He was required
to promise, among other things, -never to
bear armg’ against Austria; -a condition with
which he could not possibiy comply. During
the “long correspoiidengz which took place
onr this subject, Willilam was for some time
placzd in an cmbarrassed situation in Peters-
burgh, his father peing. unable to a—upp]y his
wants: but, uncorrupted by false price, he
availed himself of the talents he possessed ;
he gave instructions in military tictics ; and
thus,- by his indlstry, obtained enough tq
support himself.

Having at last obtained leave to quit the
Austrign army, he entered the service of his
native couutry, and was, placed in the corps
of the brave Count von Vittgenstein. Wil-
liam so cownpletely gaineii the confidence o
the Count, that « shorf time previous to the

‘ commencement of hostilities in 18:2, he war -
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intrusted with a secret and very dangerous
mission to Prussia, which he exccuted to the‘
entire satigfaction 9;' his commander.

He took D agtive a partyn the'oi)gratié.ns
of The war, #d so Tlighly distinguished himself
by gallaytry and skill in his profession, that in,
the spage of four mon.’ths‘ ho was sﬁcccsuve]y
inv (,sted with® tJle. orders of St. ’\nnc of r
Sword and St. }Vladnnn ; requvcd a Goltlen
Sword, ‘m\ St. George’s Cress; and was pro-
“motedfrom captain to the rank of lieutenant-
colonel, and, finally, to that of goloncl. His
'mantle had frequently been penetrated® ‘with
balls, and several hprses were'kllled underhim.

When .the Finland troops wnder General
Steinheil arrwed at Riga, William was sent
by Count Wlttnemtun to concert a pan of
operatlons w:th that gcnenal That he thu!
essentnl]‘v contrlbut d to the gafety of’ Pcte’l S~
bfugﬂ and consequ tly, "In a matesial degree
to \
Oqu co sol'd’uon of his deep]y afflicted father.

At.:the cadfal sterming of Polotzk, he

¢ dehverance kls cou}ﬂtry, is now the,
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was one ef the first to enter the town, and
his horse alone received a slight wound ; but
alas! a few days afterwards, in a pursuit of the
endmy, Ire r nsth. orward too ln@()ﬂ'sldel wtely.
His mirhculous delives ance 1‘|(m~ th ¢ britlge
of Presburgh had render e(] him too daring; he
dlsle(nudc‘d every ‘danger.

+ One of the grenades which " had been
thyswn by the enemy, Tay oa the ground for
some time withaut exploding ; - William had
not obscrved it, and continued to galkp for-
ward: his comrades bchind him called to
him,~to warn him of his dan« Br; but the
wind, which blew violently in the contrary
direction, prevenmed him from hearing their
voices. The grenade exploded,-and part of' it
flying into his face, broke both his jaw-bones.
t Count Wittgenstein, was deéply atflicted.
Ht immmediately gave orders that William
should be tonveyed in an easy carrigre w0
Polotzk, whcre- the Sl of the ablest Sur-
geons, and the kind attentions of thetJesi-
were exerted to promcte hisrecovery.
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William was unable either to spegk or to
swallo} food. Tt was with very great diffi-
culty that sbme llqunﬁs were cenveyed into
his stomach(-.llc was, how‘;'\ er, ih % stat®
whicle afforded hopes of, cmnalesccn(“o- for,
three weeks after the accident had occurred,
his thther .;cceived a let‘eﬁ‘ svtitten fe his ow{
hand, in which ke smd: < Heaven be prased !
my wounds are. nq,lnn;,‘br (an 1s"’ B'f,
he was attdc\of'b) a viglent fp\ er, wlnch lus
bedy, enfecbled by the want of pourishment, -
was unable to withstand. 1le died in the
t 'entY-scve.ntl‘ year of his age ; and the st
hopes, the pride, and the happiness of lyis
futh.cr.were.buricd in his gra.v-c. , ,

LEven d.uring nis fatal illness, he was occu-
pied in ﬁ)rmiun- plans  for ‘fresh miﬁmry‘
achievements. ~ It was the universal. opnuon
of the most (llstm“‘lllsll(,d oﬂ‘l(ers, tha he”
wasboy ta,be a mlht‘{ry commandes; it-is
nndonﬂ)tcdly certain, ﬂ(‘ 5 hadt he lived, he

woyi soﬂl have bern rais to the rank of
1al eades heing an"able officer,
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_he was-a most amiable and gallant ;outh,
is sufficiently. proved by the friendshifp -vith
which he was honouréd by Cou/ut Wittgen-
Stem, (renemh d'Auvray,, %ﬂke Repnin,
Genersl Dlrblt@dh, (,‘wuual Dor cnbel . and
several other men ofi 5cknow]edtred worth.
\v hen hts fathm vras,.in thc year 1813, called
to Berlin bv Count Wltto ensLein, the SOITOW-
*}‘l IOOI\%, Loy silent prcssmc of the lmnd and
even the ‘r,cal...,s of these ciyiwént persons,
proved the best om-nmimn which zeuld have
been bestowed on his adored son
“Wiliam’s brother, Qtio, a %lulful seama

1Sr NOW on a dmn(*mu‘s vovage round the
worli ; the younger brother, Montz, ¢en the
re-appearance of Bonaparte,joined the army
to aiwch against the cnuu} May their
father’s “blessing, and their Drothdr’s spirit,
yest wn botlk! W illiars’s Life was short, but
how few “men of advaaced years ganshoait of

having lived so long s he did!

Fiintad by .. Hamiutop, Weybridge, Sur
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