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LIFE WITHOUT FREEDOM

From life without freedom, oh ! who would not fly ?
For one day of freedom, oh ! who would not dife ?
Hark, hark’s the trumpet, the call of the brave,
The death-song of tyrants, and dirge of the slave.
Our country lles bleeding, oh ! fly to her ald,

One arm that defends, {s worth hosts that Invade.

In death’s kindly bosom our last hope remains,
The dead fear no tyrants; the grave has no chalns.
On, on to the combat the heroces that bleed
For virtue and mankind, are heroes indeed.
And oh ! e’en if freedom from this world be driven,
Despalr not-at least we shall find her in heayen.

T homas Moore
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““ To the Marathas the fight with Afzal has always
appeared as at once a war of national liberation and a
crusade against the deseerator of temples. Their hist-
orians have seen no element of murder in the incident
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but always described it as a glorious example of the
~ segacity, courage and agility with which their National
hero averted a treacherous plot against his life, made
the treachery recoil on the Plotter’s head and avenged
the outraged shrines of their Gods. ”
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« His letter is explicit on the point that Afzalkhan
was advised by the Queen to have recourse to dissi-
multation and teachery and that Shivaji, learning of
the treacherous design, endeavoured to counteract
the plot by various methods in self defence. It was
thus a fight of wits in which Afzal was ultimately
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outwitted by the shrewd and courageous Shivaji.
Revington on did not consider the murder of Afzal-
khan as an act of treachery. This contemtorary view
of the tragedy confirms the statements of the Maratha

Chronicles. ”
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