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It is an old proverh that it is better to see once than to hear
a hundred times. In these days when we enjoy every facility of
communication by land and sea, we may admire in the morning the
flowers on the River Sumida and gloat in the evening over the views
of Arashiyama, or visit one day the Shrine of Sugawara Michizane
in Chikushi and enjoy the next day the delights of Matsushima in
Oshu. In short, one flow of the steam whistle enables us to see at
pleasure what we had formerly known by hearsay only, Such good
fortune, however, comes only to those who have plenty of means
and leisure, and not to those who lack them, ™Those persons, what-
ever may be their position, who wish to obtain some thing almost
equivalent to actual sight, cannot do better than get a photographic
guide ; for the views it presents, though they are on a far smaller
scale, still retain the beauty and charm of the natural objects which
it has copied. The present album, notwithstanding the comparative
small number of photographs it contains, gives pictures of most
places in Tokyo that are noted for their charming scenery or
historic interest and ecnables the beholder to obtain a fair idea of
the actual views of those places, an idea which will, it is believed,
fully confirm the truth of the proverb that one sight is better than

a hundred hearsays,
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