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PREFACE

I BEG leave to return my sincere thanks to the
community, for the flattering reception with which
this undertaking has been honoured :—A more con-
vincing proof of that approbation which every Author
most ardently desires seldom occurs, and still more
seldom is expressed in so short a period as between
the dates of the first appearance of the book and the
present preface (March 1308 and May 1809.)

It had been my intention, from the moment I
thought of tracing the habits of the residents of our
Metropolis, ‘to give a history of them from the earliest
ages to the close of the last century : those early ages
should certainly have been noticed first; but the
length of time required for collecting materials, and,
the heavy expences attending printing, made it im-
Periously necessary that I should offer to the publick
the least difficult portion of my labours, in order o
ascertain whether I might proceed in safety with the
remainder. The result has surpassed my hopes, and
roused me to redoubled exertion in preparing for the
press a volume including Anecdotes of Manners and

. Customs
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Customs from the Roman Invasion to 1700, in which
will be found most of the apparent omissions discoverable
in this; but I shall ever reserve a right to myself of
saying nothing on a subject of which T have an imper-
fect knowledge, through impediments not’ always to
be explained without a charge of prolni’ity This
circumstance, and the impossibility of- knowmg how
the work would be received, compelled me to give a
retrospective ‘view, at the commencement of some
chapters, that should contribute to render them satis-
factory, provided the early portion never appeared.
The readers of the Quarto edition of the History of
the Eighteenth Century will therefore have the good-
ness to excuse the retrospective sketches init; and
those of the present will perceive the sketches al-
luded to-are omitted, in order to confine each event
to its proper ®ra in the work when completed.

It will be observed that I address iyself in the
-above sentence solely to the liberal reader for infor-
mation and amusement, and by no means to the in-
visible censors of the age, who kindly and charitably
supply the place of Inquisitors without receiving their
appointment either from the Church, the State, or
the Publick. A person who honours this pubhcatlon
with his notice in the Eclectic Review remarks,
¢ I¥e should have thought the progress of learning,
and the novelties in the trade of books, during the
last century, well intitled to some regard ; and, as
Mr. M. has ¢ been indebted to his worthy friend Mr.
Nichals for the inspegtion of his matchless collection
of periodical publications, from which great part of
his materials have been sclected,” we wonder not a
little how the very institution of periodical publica-

tions
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tions could-escape his notice.”” The history of litera-
ture did not escape my recollection as connected with
that of the manners of the Met}opolis ; but you, Gen~
tlemen Reviewers, being literary men, ought to have
been awart that the very worthy friend you have
mentioned’ had nearly printed his Laterary Anecdotes -
of the same century, which would have appeared at
the moment my Anecdotes were published, had not
one general conflagration destroyed the whole of the
impression, and a considerable number of my own
books, and compelled the benevolent sufferer-to re-
comimence his labours. ¢ Perhaps,” continue the Re-
viewers, ¢ Mr. M. did not know that the voracity of the
publick for scandal demanded four editions, compris-
ing 19,000 copies of the Town and Country Magazine,
on its first appearance.” I did know the prevailing
voracity for scandal, and that it was per/ly supplied
by Reviews. I do not mean by any particular work so
termed, but by individual articles in many publica.
tions of that description.

Knowing the mischievous conseqtiences to authors,
of perversion, misquotation, afd misrepresentation,
before the nature of Reviews was fully understood, the

" enlightened and excellent Dr. Blair, whose Sermons
do his head and heart so much honour, wrote thus to
Mr. Bruce, the celebrated Abyssinian Traveller: ¢ I
do not get the Monthly Review, and never saw that
article in it which has been so injurious to you. In-
deed, seldom see any Reviews, unless what is cale
led The Analytxcal one, which a friend of mine
takes, and commonly sends to me; and that Re-
view appears abundantly favourable to you. But
I entirely agreg¢ with Dr. Douglas, that the Reviews

are
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are beneath your notice. They are always guided by
the interest of some booksellers; and it is not.on their
opinions that the reputation of books and authors will
depend. I am so much of this mind, that though I
lately published a volume of Sermons, Inever gave
myself the smallest trouble to enquire what the seve-
ral Reviewers said of it, or whether they took any
notice of it at all ¥, ‘

It is well known that Dr. Blair had established a
reputation which it was impossible to undermine by
secret attacks: hence he naturally held those who
aimed them at others in sovereign contempt. There
are authors, however, who are endeavouring by every
laudable exertion in their power to establish a similar
reputation ; and would frequently accomplish it, did not
the secret envious Reviewer annibilate their hopes by
exciting terrors in their minds, and by this means de-
stroy all their vigour, substitating hesitation for energy,
and trepidation for modest confidence in their abilities.
Worthy and enviable pursuit, to wound the feelings
of a man we never saw, and rob him not only of fame,
but of that remuneration which the risk of his pro-
perty in some degree demands from the publick he
endeavours to please ! )

When an author so far forgets his moral obligations
as to publish to the world sentiments or narratives

dangerous to the beautiful order and simplicity of
~ sacial life, it becomes the province of a Revigwer to
expose his intentions, and lash -him into a sei)se of
his duty; nor should arroganece aund presumptuous
folly escape the reprchension of a gentleman from the

* Murray’s Life of Bruce, p. 281.
same



X -

same source : but, when a work appears which de-
monstrates great labour and diligence in the compila-
tion or invention, and contains nothing offensive to
"honour and morality, envy and malice, and the . rest-
less spirit tdrmed ill-nature, should really be subdued
in the breast of the Ceunsor, so far as to permit him
not to expose himself, and the Review his individual
article disgraces. Besides, both the writer and pub-
lisher should reflect, that when tkey have almost for-
gotten the article which leaves a deep and a malignant
sting, the party suffering from it lingers in hopeless
melancholy ; and in more than one instance .even life
is said to have been wasted in the decay produced by
a malicious Review. '

I should here apologize to the reader for having
omitted the portrait of an incompetent and splenetic
Reviewer in the first edition of this work ; but, as it
is never too late to amend, and I cannot violate my
own sense of the injustice of giving information ina
new edition withheld in the first, by noticing so com-
mon a character, I shall here proceed to shew him in his
true colours, as part of the grand®aggregate I have at-
tempted to describe ; merely observing, as a further
excuse, in the words of the Critical Review on these
Anecdotes: I am ¢ more pleased with faithful deli-
neations of general nature, than with the account of
any anomalous productions.” Unfortunately for the
majority of authors, and most fortunately for the Re-
viewer, it too often happeus that second editions of
works are not called for; through this circumstance
Reviews of Reviewers are rarely to be met with, and

“pamphlets refuting their strictures seldom answer any
purpose,.
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purpose, owing to their confined sale. Happily for
myself, an opportunity offers which must .have full
effect, as the reader of these pages will judge for
himself on their merits, and between the assertions
of certain Reviewers, and what I have toioffer in op-
position to them. |

These self-important unknown persons will find me
-combating on the side of injured authors, not only on
my own account, but on that of other individuals se-
verely and unjustly condemned. I certainly despise
them with Dr. Blair; that I do not fear them in my
literary pursuits, and have no cause for so doing, my
own words, and the approbation of the publick, suffi-
ciently demonstrate. I shall be highly gratified if
the following investigation leads ohe man to judge for -
himself hereafter, -when he finds Reviews of a similar
description connected with others of liberality and
moderation.

We may venture to attribute the introduction of
Modern Reviews to Edward Cave eventually ; for, al-
though the Gentleman’s Magazine never assumed that
exclusive character,t it certainly suggested the hint of
issuing monthly anonymous strictures on new publi-
cations *, All have since professed to commence their
career with good humour, talents, liberality, caudour,'
Justice, mercy, and, in short, with the exercise of
every virtue. Had they a¥l strictly adhered to their
professions, Literature would indeed have flourished
under the moderate corrections of Criticism, which is
necessary to raise a perfect stock for the great de-
‘mand of England; but, instead of those tempered

# The previous attempts of individuals, which never exceeded a few

voluings, J do nwnslder a8 cases in point,
reproofs,
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Yeproofs, we are often surprised by floods or torrents
of censure, which beat to the earth, and completely
destroy, every thing within their scope. It is the
-authors of those torrents that I combat: the impartial
and candid Revxewer I honour and admire, in pro-

portion to tle dangers and difficulties of his office.
The Critical Review for May 1808—versus ¢ Anec-
dotes of the Manners and Customs of London.” The
writer of this article says: ¢ The following sketch of
the contents of this performance will convince the
reader that he may expect much information and
amusement in the perusal.” This is extremely well
for a preliminary assertion ; and yet we shall find him
contradicting it almost from page 1 to 15, where the
Review terminates. The contents are then given, and
the Reviewer continues: ¢ Such is the bill of fare
which Mr. M. has prepared : in which, perhaps, the
generality will find many agreeable dishes and savoury
ingredients. It is, however, rather a confused medley,
than a well assorted or nicely selected entertainment.”
Here we have a simile warm from the Crown and
Anchor or London Tavern. ¢ Mr. M. has -very in-
dustriously perused the public papers, periodical
works, &c. of the last century; and from these he
‘has culled as much matter as, with his own kead and
tail pieces of remark, explanation, and cmmeclioni,
compose an ample quarto of 490 pages.”—¢ In #ra-
versing the pages of this bulky volume, we have some-
times been instructed, and often amused ; but on the
whole we have experienced sensations of tediousness
and languor, which the author will perhaps impute
‘to our squeamzeshness of appelite or apathy of tempera-
‘ment; but which we are more willing to ascribe to
the
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the prolixity of the' work. When the reader has
taken the trouble to go through the book, we shall leave
bim to determine whether the critic be insensible, or
the author occasionally dull.” This sneering critic
(for he at length appears in the singular gase, speak-
ing grammatically) affects to be unwilling to accuse
me of practising the art of book-making, and of in-
serting every piece of information which came in my
way relativé to the mannersof London; but really
¥ we would willingly have dispensed with many of his
details, in which there is nothing either to edify or
amuse.”

The single critic, or congregated critics, which
the reader pleases, next introduces the following
quotation : * Then, says Mr. Malcolm, (meaning be-
fore the invasion of Casar) the hardy native stood
erect in the full dignity and grace of nature, perfect

from the hands of the Creator, and tinted with those
pure colours which vary with the internal feelings.
Cesar, doubtless, found the males muscular and full
of energy, the females graceful in their forms, and
both wild and unrestrained in his estimation of man-
ners; though probably they were such as we now ad-
mire in the Savage, sincerity unpolished and kindness
roughly demonstrated.”

I shall make no comments on this passage, which
the reader of the Review is requested by the critic to
take as a ¢ specimen of that affected, stiff, and verbose
style in which Mr. M. sometimes thinks proper to in-
dulge, and on which-the critic or critics would fail in
their duty to the publick if tkey did not fix the seal of

‘their utter reprobation,”~—¢ Perspicuity and ease are
' among
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emong those constituent principles of good ‘writing,

which we should be unwilling to sacrifice for any of the

starched réfinements and elaborate perplexities of mo-
dern composition.”—¢ When Mr. M. tells us that Czesar
found the, A‘orfgilles of Britain ¢ tinted with those pure

colours which vary with the internal feelings, he seems
to have forgotten, that. Caesar himself tells us (B. G
lib: v.) that he found these ¢ hardy natives’ bedizened
with a coat of paint. And we leave our modern fine
ladies to inform Mr. M. whether this artificial disco-
loration were likely to serve as a murror for the vary-
ing emotions of the breast.”

It may be presumed that he who undertakes to
criticise the language of another.should himself be
perfect in the arrangement of his idcus, and of .words
to express them, and capable of composing similies
that shall bear some reference to the subject illus-
trated. Whether the author of the Review in ques-
tion is qualified for the employment he has under-
taken, will appear in the elegant extracts which fol-
low: “agreeable dishes,” ¢ savoury ingredients,”
¢ confused medley,” ¢ nicely selected,” * culled as
much matter,” ¢ his own head and tail pieces,”” ¢ tra-
versing the pages,”  bulky volumie,” ¢ squeamish-
ness of appetite,” * to go through the book,” ¢ af-
fected, stiffy” ¢ starched. refinements,” ¢ eluborate
perplexities,” ¢ bedizéned,” and ¢ discoloralion were
likely to serve as a mirror.”” Surely, if he asserts my-

“style to be affected, stiff, and starched, I may ven-
ture 't0 pronounce his -extremely vulgar, incorrect,
and confused.

I had
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T had not forgotten that Czsar found the natives of
England stained with the juices of plants, and partially
covered with co]oured earths; still I maintain that

‘Nature had petfected her work, and give ,n the fluids.
that due circulation, improved by exercise and tem-
perance, which renders the complexion florid and
beautiful.. Extraneous matter at times defaced her
ofJerations; but luxury, disease, and enervation, had
not dried the channels of the blood of the Aborigines,
as it has those of the fine lady I am referred to, whose
discoloration is to serve as a mirror to show my own
folly.

% Inp. 4. Mr, M. fells us what we suppose he dis«
covered after many nights of sleepless meditation, that,
¢ There are in every human circle persons whose pa-
triotism may be lulled; [the words between lulled and
and, *such may be taught by invaders to execrate
their chiefs or governors” are shamefully omitted by
the Reviewer as well as the beginning of the first sen-
tence] and glittering ornaments of dress, and indo-
lence, soon produce unfavourable comparison between
the former and a paked limb, and the exertions of
what is termed savage and the more refined concep-
tions of quiet life.’ Without staying to make any re-
marks on the phraseclogy or the structure of this sen-
tence, we shall proceed to shew Mr. M. as a collectof
of curious anecdotes and amusing details, in which he
appears to much more advantage than as a philoso~
pher or a rhetorician.? :

Is it possible that ari"author can feel himself injured
by such absurd and ridiculous spleen as those four

lines
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Jines and an half produced in the breast of this miser«
able Reviewer ?

Contemptible and futile as my information is con-
sidered by the writer, he has deigned to compress
nearly the Yhole matter of my Anecdotes of Charity
for his own purposes; and, although he denies
me any share of Ais charity, he is delighted with
the instances of it I have introduced to his motice
of that of others, For once he agrees with me in
opinion as to the general improvement of manners;
and occupies -from the 3d to the 9th page in contra-
dlicting himself in almost all the positions he has en-
deavoured to establish as to my incompetency for the
present undertaking.

¢ Mr. M’s 4th chapter is intituled ¢ Eccentricity
proved to be sometimes injurious; though often in-
offensive.” We could willingly bhave spared Mr, Mal-
colm the necessity of exhibiting any proofs on this
ocasion; most of the Anecdotes which he has scraped
together are destitute of interest.” The writer has
been much my friend in this mst‘mce, though cer-
tainly without intending it;. for *he could not have
more effectually convinced the pgbl'ick of his incapa-
bility. Can he suppose it possible that, in describing
the Manners of the Metropolis, the eccentricities of
its inhabitants should be omitted ? It is as impossible
as that any person should agree with him in all his
absurdities, As to exciting of interest, the very na-
ture of eccentricity is such, that pity alone must pre-
dominate in the breast of the considerate reader. The
sneer that my specimens of eccentricity will make the
Anecdotes “ a favourite of the Circulating Libraries,”

came
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came from the same hand that could write ¢ a buskel
of coals” instead of a chaldron of coals allowed by
James Austin to boil his pudding fourteen days.
" The loyal reader shall comment . for himself on the
following extract from this admirable Rntview: “In
1736, a laudable attempt was made to suppress the
excessive use of Gin; and the resentment of the po-
pulace became so very turbulent, that they even pre-
sumed to exclaim in the streets, ¢ No Gin, no King.’
Whatever respect we may have for the exclamation,
¢ No Bishop, no King,’ we do not think that either mo-
narchy or any'other government needs the support of
this pernicious distillation.” This is what the Re-
viewer ¢tells us,’ and 7 suppose the discovery was .
made “ after many nights of sleepless meditation ;”
indeed the same degree of intense thought seems to
have produced another sapient piece of philosophy or
rhetori¢, which is offered to our consideration in p. 11
of the Review. ¢ When a bull gives permission to a -
greater brute than himself to bait him to death with
dogs, we will allow that something like a sanction & given
tothe sport.” Surely these specimens of deep cogita-
tion are almost equal to my ¢ novel observation that
¢ partnerships too frequently produce dissention and a
struggle for individual power’;” and the Reviewer’s
own words, * Mr. M. might have added to the spirit
and interest of his work by omutting such superfluous
details.”” These superfluous details, good reader,
relate to the disputes between Messrs. Harris and
Colman in 1768, which,. having excited great interest
amongst those who frequented the Theatre, could not,
and ought not to be omitted to gratify an envisible
indvvidual,



Xvii
individual, who is pethaps too much of a Philosopher
to be pleased with Dramatic Entertainments.

The spleen of the Reviewer, having increased Ly
indulgence, attains its acmé of virulence at the close
of the articl§ 1  In his 12th Chapter Mr. M. profes~
ses to exhibit a Sketch of the present State of Society
in London ; in which we do not meet with much sa-
gacity of remark; or noveity of informalion. Take an
instance of his common-place details : ¢ The reader
must rec;)llect, that when a family is without visitors,
it is governed by greater regularity. Many Mer-
chants and rich Tradesmen puass much of their leisure
time at Coffee-houses; and dinners are commonly
given at those places’.”

Now, what but bliud and indiscriminating acrimony
could dictate the above remarks? What sagacity was
required to narrate facts as clear as noon-day? Or,
what novelty of information could arise from describing
the domestic occurrences of familiés in general? The
Reviewer dared not say I have falsified a single arti-
cle; perhaps he would rather I had drawn a funcied
picture of present customs, that he might have added
a charge of deeper dye against me. . 'l he Review of
my performance, which his enabled him to earn a
dinner, could not have been written if simlar com-
mon-place details had not appeared during the last cen<
tury,” Good Sir, because you know how we all live at
present, are we not to inform those who succeed us
how we have lived? Taking the conclu:ion of senten-
ces as 8 specimen of the whole, is peculiar to a certain
description of Reviewers. Now, by referring to the
page whence the extract is token, it will be found T

VOL. I b had
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had been describing a family as entertaining their vi-
sitors,- and naturally’ concluded by saying, ¢ when
alone, it was governed with greater regularity.”, For
once we have an attempt at wit, which originates from
my having asserted that the dissipation’ common
high Iife, and late hours, rendered eating of breakfast
a flangud opcratz}m.”——“'“’e do not believe that
,there is, i general, so much languor in this operation,
of eating,.as’ Mr. M. seems to suppose. But, per-
haps, Mr. M.. will thiok that we judge of the morning
appetite of others by our own; and that we Reviewers
have appetites like wolves, and are ready to devour
‘mountains of toast, when they come in our way.” —
J[ountams of foast—admirable metaphor! Surely this
cannot be called affected, stiff, starched, verbose, or
elevated la,nguage ; it is familiar enough, and will be,
understood perfectly by the cook or house-maid, when
the a'rtiple which contains it reaches the Kitchen as
waste paper. )
“'The, author- ends his smooth-papered volume (a
Juult T must transfer to the paper-maker, as I have
not had it hot-pressed) with the following sentence ;-
“Such are the follies of many; but, thanks to Hea-
ven! there are numbers of our nobility and gentry
who'live and act for the general benefit of mankmd
And now,. Vale Londinium P—We will add, Vale Mr.
M. We have been indebted to you for some infor.
mation and amusement ; bat, should have been, more
gratified with t‘he perusal of .your work, lf you had,
exhibited more judgment, i in the selection of the ma-
tenals, and had not swelled the bulk by a.number. of

futxle, irvelevant, and i mcongruous details.”:
The
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The readers of the first edition of this work; amount>
ing perhaps to sowme thonsands, ‘have completely and -
decidedly contradicted the objéctions brought by the
Reviewer iti general terms, and supported by cavils
upon four: 04 six sentences selected from 490 pages.
The readers of the present are offered all those "ca~
vils for their consideration, and will judge for themselves'
of their justice,

—ten

With due allowance for a small degree of asperity,
for which the writer can have no good excuse, the
Auti-Jacobin Review of December Jast contains’some’
argumentative strictares on' the arrangement of " this'
work, ‘a3 it appeared ‘in the first edition. When a,
book is -offered to the world, it cannot be expected
that every fact in’it, and the method, should meet
the ' approbation - of all ‘descriptions of persons; as
taste and opinions are acknowledged to be as various
as the features of the face. That the publick at large
have' riot disapproved of the progressive chronological
manner adopted I have the mosy positive evidence
by the rapid sale of the work ; and this I shall retain.
However, as objections have been raised by individu-
als who act as Public Censors, T have adopted their’
suggéstjons in part, and given the Anecdotes a more
connected form, by removing the breaks between
each, But, while I submit to their decision in the
above instance, I beg leave to deny that any of the
materfals are too trivial for insertion. I was to give
the habxts and tnauners of- the Londoners as I found’
them. ' If their conduct was’ even infantile in 'some
cases, the fault lay with them, not with me; if part

b2 of



1.4

ef their conduct resembles that of all the rest of the
world, it is still a part of thejr conduet, and requires
notice as much as their pecularities; and it is mere
wanton contradiction to assert the contrary.

The Reviewer next discovers, that pet.odical pub-
lications are not the best authorities for ascertaining
the manners of the times. This I utterly deny ; and
I challenge the Reviewer to point out the cases where
falsehood and inaccuracy are discoverable, in .the
use I have made of them. In truth, they are wlpdst
the only,vehicles by which we obtain any thing like.a
correct account of the foibles of the day — nay, any "
account at all. What does he say to the Spectator,
the Tatler, the World, the Rambler, the Guardian,
the Observatgr, the Female Tatler! Were they not'
periodical publications ! Do they abound in * shame-
Jul lies” (ithe gross words of the Reviewer)? or are*
they not considered as faithful sketches of those cus-
toms which escape the notice of the Historian ?

Every Newspaper may contain misgrepresentations
and falsehoods; but those are generally confined to
politics and «artifices of trade: when any indifferent
oircumstance js to be related, there is no inducement
to wilful falsehood. Besides, our ingenuous Reviewer
must have allowed me to have had sufficient discern~
ment to reject articles of that description—Were L
to act with the smne candour towards hira as he has
evinced towards ¢ Newspapers, Intclligencers, and
Magazioes” (gbserve, Reviews are omitted) in his re+
jection of them as authorities, I should charge him
with, declaring a deliberate’ falsehood in informing his
readers that my excellent friend Mr, Nichols bad Jost

his.
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* bis matchless collection of periodical publications in
the late burning of his warehouse-and printing-office.
-A statement of this nature need not rest upon  we
belieoe :” London is extensive, but surely within the
compass of a Reviewer's walk, who dogmatically sub-
stitutes we believe for the simple question at Mr. Ni-
chols’s door, ¢ Have you lost your collection?” |
1 shall now follow this candid gentleman’s example
~—he damns in the Theatrical term the whole of my
book, by endeavouring to mislead the publick inte a
belief that it contains not a word of truth; and then
- high-sounding apology in these words: ¢ That M.
M. would <nitentionally pervert a single fact, or make
one statement that he delieved to be erroneous, we
certainly have not the most distant idea of intimating ;
he possesses too high a sense of honour, too great a
feeling of manly integrity, even to permit the sup-
position.”” Pray, good Sir, who would willingly con-
sider me rather as a fool than as a liar, apply your
own words to yourself; and Jet me add, I am convinced
you believed Mr. Nichols’s collection to have been
consumed by fire, though it certainly was not.-
Further let me repeat your words, ¢ Thus have I
done, and 7 challenge contradiction : —mine are the
best authorities.”—Yes, they are the best authorities ;
such as the Journals of the House of Commons, the’
Gentleman’s Magazine, official publications of Chari-
ties, and various institutions, under the signatures-of
their Secrctaries, Reports of Coroners on. Inquests,
the Statements of G. A. Wachsel, Sir John Fielding’s
official reports, Mr. Howard’s letters, Acts of Parlia~
ment, Dr. Hawes’s information to the Author, Adver-
‘ tisements



tisements from different Speculators, the official state.
-ments of- the Society for Reformation of Manners,
Report of the Committee of Magistrates 1725, Letter
‘from Secretary of State.1728, Proclamations by the
King and the Lord Mayor, original Letters‘of Richard
Smith 1732, the Police Act, Evidence before the
Committee of the House of Commons 1750, Address
from Justice Fielding 1759, Narrative relating to the
Cock-lane Ghost, Evidence of Physicians relating to
Mad-houses 1762, Examinations before Committee of
Commons respecting Robberies 1770, Sir J. Field-
ing’s Address to Grand Jury 1773, official statement
of Society for suppressing Vice ; Quacks’-own adver-
tisements; Addison, fromthe Lover; London Ga-
zette, ceremonial for receiving George I.;- Royal
‘Proclamation, 1721, confirming the existence -of scan-
dalous Clubs, Mackay’s Journey through England
1724, Switterda’s Advertisements, Act’ for suppres<
sing Private Balls, Report of Committee of Common
Counicil 1761, Charge by. Sir J. Fielding respecting
Profane Swearing 1763, original letters between the
Bishop of Bristol and his Parishioners 1768, Grosley’s
Tour to London, Advertisements by C. Weedon, Esq,
Life ‘of Sacheverell, Henley’s Advertisements, pre-
sentment” of the Grand Jury relating to him 1728,
Lady E. Hamiliow’s advertisements, Lord Viscount
Vane's advertisement, - original advertisements of Lot
teries and Benofit Societies,” Queen Anne’s commu~
nication to the Lord Mayor respecting Riots 1709,
Absiract of Wild's indictment 1725, official parish
Jetter of " Christ-charch Surrey 1757, Minutes of Co«
roners Ihque,st 1763, Wilkes's letter 1768, Trial. of

‘ ‘Donald
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Donald M¢Lane, King’s Proclamation 1768, that of
Harley, Mayor, same period, Trial of J. Grainger, &e¢.
1768, Petition of W. Allen 1768, Presentment of
Grand Jury 1701, that: of Middlesex 1703 ; London:
Gazette, feformation of the Stage; the Presentd
ment of Middlesex Grand Jury 1723, Advertises
ments of Figg and others, masters of defence, No~
tice from Wilks, &c. -and Cibber’s answer 1733, No<
tice from the Proprietor of Vauxhall-gardens, propo:
sal from same 1738, Life of Handel, original. lettex
from Mrs. Clive, Statements by Mr: Garrick and Mr.
Beard, Letters of Messrs. Harris and Colman, Mack+
lin’s narrative, Plan of the Regatta 1775, . Foote’s let<
ter; to the Lord Chamberlain, Advertisements of
Clothing lost, Peruke-makers’ petition 1763, Sir Wils
liam Davenant, original docquet to Mr. Cole for globe
lamps, Act for improving London 1760, Notice from
Commissioners for paving,—AND; LASTLY, PERIODICAL
PUBLICATIONS.

» My words in the Introduction are: “ Tt gives me
pleasure to acknowledge I have been indebted to my.
warthy friend Mr. Nichols for the inspection of hig
matchless collection of periodical publications, from:
which great part of my materuls have been selected.”
Whether they were the sole sources of my Anecdotes
let the above list of authorities testify, which the rea- .
der may verify by turpiug over the following pages.
1f the Reviewer has read this work, I charge him on
his conscience to say why he asserts my information
depends wholly upon lying newspapers;, &c. Where,
alas.! has the ¢ full spirit of. moral honesty” evapo~
wated which he so calinly professes '

Twe
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Two sentences more, and I have done with the
Anti-Jacobin. T ami treated with the utmost superci-
Jiousness for attempting to prove that many male and
female figures are to be found in London equal to the
celebrated statues of the Venus de Medicis and the
Apollo Belvidere, which ‘were alluded to by the
words Greciun Apollos and Venuses.— What, am I to
be told thut my powers of discrimination ¢ are far

~ above pur,” because | assert the British human form
i3 equal o the conceptions of the antient Grecians?

This ¢ Grey-beard,” as he calls himself, must have

-studied the Arts mn a Mercuntile way indeed, or
he would have pronounced my powers were bee

fow par in saying they were only equal, as, upon

a moment’s consideration, I am convinced there

are bundreds of persons in London whose forms in

general, and the swells of their musclés, as far sure

pass the statues in question, excellent as they may

be, ‘as the works of God ever did and ever must ex«

geed those of man. Indeed, the best Artists invaria«

bly acknowledge with bumility and regret how very

inferior their works are to the common productions of

Nature. Then how extremely ridiculous are these

words of the Reviewer: ¢ That the Mctropolis can

furnish many beautiful figures both male and femule,

from the millions of its inhabitants, we readily allow s

but that perfeetion of form and character which cha-

racterises an Apollo and a Veunus, has but few, very

Jew recemblances.” 1 am alwmost teinpted to say the
Jauer purt of this paragraph ig mmpious: The most

" complicated, wonderful, and beautiful specinien of the
powers of the Creator, exceeded by the works of the
created ;
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creafed; nay, so far exceeded as to leave but few

even of resemblances !!! Has the Reviewer read that

“indefatizable and accurate author Keysler? Hear
what he says of the Venus de Medicis, after paying it
the just tribute dve to superior excellence: ¢ The
head is by most Cennoisseurs considered as too -small
in'proportion to the rest of the body, particularly the
hips ; some censure the nose as too large ; and possis
bly the furrow along the vertebre of the back is
something too deep, especially as the object repre-.
sents a soft plump female ; and both the bend of the
arms and inclination of the body jointly conspire to
lessen the depth of this furrow, if not totally to obli-
terate it,- The fingers are remarkably long, and all,
except the little finger of the left hand, destitute of
Jjoints 3 but this should not affect the reputation of the
Artist, as it is sufficiently evident, that the kands had
not received his last touches.”” It has often been as<
serted that the English Jacobin cordially hates his own,
countrymen, and endcavours to exalt the perfections
of their enemies: the above fact seems to prove de-
cidedly that an Anti-Jacobin treats an author with,
contempt, because he wished to say the truth of the
Reviewer's countrymen. If the reverse was the case,
and the British form was less perfect, Iought to have
escaped censure merely for my amor patite.

1t was to deprecate such criticism as the preceding,
which I expected, through the experience of others,
that I.prescribed an Antidote in the Preface of the
first edition. .

And now I shall leave these two wise Review-
ers “to chew the vud dn their own way,” accord-
ing to the elegant expression of the Anti-Jacobin.

The
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The Eelectic. Review, in noticing™ this work, hag
confined itself to such observations as were highly
proper, supposing the volume intended to farm a com-
plete history of the century. I have alyeady explained
the reasons why I offeréd it to the publick as it ap
peared,, and shall not therefore repeat them; but 1
cannot avoid adding, T feel mysclf .indebted for the
offered suggestions; -though they were anticipated,
When gentlemanly reproof is tempered with praise;
he must be an arrogant and presumptuous writer in-
deed . who feels offended at the. recital of his real or
supposed errors. I shall give some. commendatory
extracts, and the Reviewer -will permit me to refute.
one of his suppositions.

“:We certainly approve Mr..M’s choice of a sub-
Ject; and highly should we have ¢ongratulated our~
selves if collectors of equal diligence had performed
the same task for the 17th and many preceding cen-
turies which he has undevtaken for the last.”’—¢ My,
M. with equal modesty and prudenge, intitles his vo-
lume Anecdotes,”—¢ It presents some of the principal
features of the times, and will afford amusement and
knowledge to the present generation, and still more
to future generations, who cannot by recollection
compare the portrait with the original.’—¢ Whoever
desires to form a just estimate of the manners of the -
English in the 18th century will derxve great assist-’
ance from Mr. M’s collections.”

After what has been said, I am soiry to be obliged.
to censure ony part of this Review of my Anecdotes.
Speaking of my prints of Dress, the Reviewer says, 1
should have consulted sevetal works which he has,

" named,
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named, particularly Hogarth’s labours, - av family pic-
tures, and adds: “ We are very much afraid Mr. M’s
prints on this subject have been made up memoriter.”
The above sentence must be considered by every im-.
partial persoh as perfectly unjustifiable, and insulting:
to my moral character. This instance sufficiently
proves that T am personally unknown to the Reyviewer,
or he would also have known deceit and baseness form
no part of my composition. It now remains for me to
give my authorities for the sketches of dress, which
are full as authentic as any the Reviewer has men-
tioned ; and to his surprize and regret he will learn
that the very Ilogarth he blames me for neglecting is
one of them. .

Dress 1690—1715,is from a print published imme-
diately after the coronation of William and Mary re-
presenting that event, offered to.the world by one of
the Heralds at Avms. Dress 1721 is from a wooden
cut in a newspaper exhibiting the young beau -of the
day. Dress 1735 is three figures grouped from Ho-
garth’s plates. Dress 1738 is the old maid in Covent-,
garden from Hogarth, the position of the figure al-
tered. Dress 1745 from Hogarth, the attitudes differ-
ent. Dress 1752, attitudes altered from a large print
of 'Vauxhall-gardens. Dress 1766 from Rooker’s
view of Covent-gardén Church. Dress 1773 from a
Mezzotinto, ﬁgurqs. altered. Dress 1779 the hint
taken from Miss Buruey’s Evelina.  Dress 1785 from
a'large Aquatinta of the interior of the Pantheon, Ox-

. ford-street, figures newly grouped. The two last the
Reviewer knows to be correct.—In concluding this sub-~.
Ject, I cannot do better than quote the words of the

Reviewer -
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Reviewer of my work in the European Magazine for
June 1808. Speaking of the Anecdotes of Dress, he
could not omit noticing ¢ a Thapter” that ¢ has in a
manner fixed these fleeting meteors of public absurdity,
_by a series of prints, that at once serve bs embellish-
ments and elucidations of the work,”—¢¢ These prints
we real]ly wish our readers could see, because they
are, in many instances, extremely curious, and also
because, on subjects of this nature, an artist witha
few strokes of his pencil can convey ideas in a much
stronger mannefdo the mind than an author in pages
of laboured description.”
e ——

As I have caudidiy given the reader e/l that the
preceding Reviewers have said against me, he will in-
dulge me in adding a few words from those who praise
me. Were all Reviews formed on the liberal plan
which distinguishes the article concerning my Anec-
dotes in the European Magazine, every author must
be gratified with the prospect of having his work
fairly analysed, and receiving explanatory notices for
a future edition, and rejoice that Reviews are pub-
lished. In proceeding through the contents of my
book this worthy critic has given explanations of such
passages as his knowledge of London enabled him to
illustrate, which I have inserted in the form of notes
in their proper places in the present edition ; ; and in
this pursuit he has, to his great credit, never once
indulged in captious exceptions against particular sen«
tences, or spoken of every thing omitted and nothing
inserted. The conclusion is extremely grateful to my
feelings: ¢ When we consider the labour which I\;I;
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M. must have undergone in collecting such a variety
of materials from such a number of volumes, pam-
phlets, and papers, as he must have perused (some
of which are no longer accessible buat to the curious)
we are of dpinion that he deserves great praise for
his industry. As a body of information respecting
the morals, the manners, the foibles, and follies of
our ancestors, we think this work very useful; as a
book of reference, still more su. As an amusement,
therefore, to the idle, and an assistant to the industri-
ous readers, we unequivocally recommend it to the
publick."’

It may, pechaps, be said this praise is venal ; on the
contrary, I most solemnly declare I know neither my
bitter Censors nor my Panegyrists, As some other
Reviews have praised the work, I shall refer the rea-
der to the Gentleman’s Magazine, the Aonual Re-
view, &ec.

May 1809, J. P. MaLcoLM.






CHAP. I.

STATE OF PARISH CHILDREN=—ANECDOTES OF VARI-
OUS DESCRIPTIONS OF CHARITY EXERCISED IN
LONDON, BETWEEN THE YEARS 1700 axp 1800.

THERE is something in the composition of the
British atmosphere highly coﬁgenial to human
and animal life: the clouded air and frequent
humidity, and consequent ‘coolness, prevent the
violent perspirations the pativess of finer climates
experience ; hence the fluids remain in full effect,

-and expand every part of the frame to its full
“proportion.

The habits and manner of living at various
periods of our history had great influence on the
exteriors of our ancestors: when men were forced
into armies to repel invaders from Saxony "and
Denmark, the wholé race of Englishmen became
either hardened into almost supernatural exertion
and strength, or were victims to those chronic
© VOL. L B diseases
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diseases which deform the body and destroy the
regularity of features; then the youth of each
sex experlenced prwatlons incident to war, and
the whole population must have suffered in the
gracefulness of their persons. It required many
years of quiet to restore the,disorders of the body
politic; and those of individuals recovered in the
same slow proportion. In the reign of Edward
IIL. Englishmen had agam:expanded into full
mllltary vigour ; they marched with the front of .
Hercules against their enemies, and they main-
tained their strength and .cdurage beyond the
period of our Hem‘y V.

After that Yeélgn, I'should imagine, their stature
diminished, and their countendnces assumed’ a
less pleasing form; dnd we find them bending
under the most profligate despotism through the
reigns of Henry VIL and VI1II. Elizabeth, pos-
sessed of equal power, but inclined to use it for
the benefit of her subjeéts, as far as the confined.
ideas of the time permitted, raised the .people
nearer to manhood; and her young soldiers
waited for the enemy on their coasts,-not yet
as volunteers, but as defenders of their metropo-
lis for'a virtuous arbitrary Monarch.

“The sentiments imbibed during this auspicious
period, contributed to render domestic life more
cheerful that it had hithérto been; the person
was enldrged, and became more graceful ; dis-
dontent ﬂed from the features ;- and the Londoner,

still
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still nearer perfection, at last accomplished those
two Revolutions which have for ever banished
Despofism, and secured his home—nay made it
his castle. See the consequences in the myriads
of beautiful infants that smile on every side of
him, with the regular and placid lines that mark.
their fuces, and the strait and truly proportioned
limbs that distinguish vast numbers of all ranks
of people of both sexes, '

Still the deformed and pallid are numerous;
but deformity and disease in London generally
proceed from' causes which may be prevented;
very confined residences, destroy the health of
parents and their offspring ;' the Jowest class of
inhabitants drink away their comforts, ,and suffer
their children to ¢rawl into.manhood.

The hlghest classes sometimes trust infants to
mercenaries; crooked legs and injured spines are
too often the'consequence: yet we find thousands
of males and females, who appear to have been
nursed by the Graces, and as far surpass the cele-’
brated statues of the Venus de Medicis and the
Apolle Belvidere, as the works of the Creator
ever will those of man. When g female of high
rank emerges from the controul of her governess,’
and receives the last polish, I pronounce her an:
ornament to any Court in Europe.

Those favoured with an opportunity of seeing’
the 30,000 volunteers assembled at Hyde-park in
1804, determined to fight for' their homes, must
' BR agree
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;mgret with ,me that no nation ever produced an
* equal number together so finely proportioned and
- zhandsome.’ ]

¢ In confi'mation of my assertion that'part of

‘the deformity observable in the lower class of

:people might be prevented, I shall insert a Pat-

diamentary report concérning their children, and
.'show how numbers taken from parents have been
. disposed of

¢ Mr. Whitworth reported from the Commit-
‘tee appointed to inquire into the state of the
:parish poor infants, under the age of 14 years,

.within' the bills of mortality, and to report their
.opinion to tlie ITouse; that the Committee had

inquired. e{ccordingly,' and had come to several

resolutions which they had directed him to re-
port to the Ilouse. The said Report was read,
and 18 as follows :

‘¢ The Committee having examined the regis-
ters of the seversl parishes referred to them by
the House,. have collected from them the state of
the parislt infant poor; and find, that taking the
children born in workhouses or parish houses, or
received of and under 12 months old in the year
1763, and followmg the same into 1764 and
:2765, only seven in one hundred appeared to have
survived this short period.

“*That having called for the registers of the
years 1754, 1755, 1761, 1762, of the children
placed out @pprentices by’ the parishes within the

bills
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bills of mortality, it appears that there havé
been apprenticed out the numbet of 1419; but,
upon examining the ages at which the said ¢hil:
dren so pla'-ed out were.received in the’seven
years from 1741 till they grew up to be placed
-out, it appears that only 19 of those born in the
workhouses, or received into them -under 12
months old, compose any part of the 1419 ; and

“even of those received as far as three years old,
only 36 appear to.have survived in the hands of
the said parishes to be placed out apprentices.
It appears that the children are kept: ih the seve-
ral workhouses in town, *or in the hands of .parish
nurses in toéwn, only 4 .sthall portion of them
‘being sent intc the countty to be nursed, and the
price of gs. and 2s. 6d. per week -first ‘paid, is
-often feducetl 5o Jow as 1s. 6d. and 1s. per aveek ;
that it cannot -be presumed to be equzﬂ to‘the
necessary care of infants.

% “Your Committee find ‘theeconduct of parish
nurses was taken notice of by Patliament in the
year-1715; and upon examining’ also into the
recent facts above related, it'doth not appear fto
your Commiittee.that the evil is or can’ be reme-
died, unless proper regulations are established by

 legislative authority.” It appears from the ‘evi-
dence of the parish officers of St. Andrew, Hol-
born .(called within the City liberties), and ,also
from Mr. Hutton, a principal inhabitant of that
.parish; that the sum of 2s.6d.- a week for the
article
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ai-gicle of nursing, is as little as a child can be
nursed at to have justice done it; but at the same
time, they being sensible of the good conduct
and management of -the Hospital for’ the main-
tenance and education of exposed and deserted
young children, they have proposed to the gover-
‘pors and guardians thereof, to receive their infant
parish poor at a certain rate, which, by the mi-
nutes of the general court of the said Hospital,
dated Feb. 18, 1767, which was produced to
your Committee and read, the said governors
and guardians dre -ready to comply with, and
likewise to forward any general purpose the Le-
gislature may think proper to direct, in relation
to the preservation of the infant parish poor

within the bills of mortality.
¢ Jt appears upon the examination of Saun-
ders Welch, esq. sthat great inconveniences have
been found from parish boys being placed out
.apprentice so long astill the age of 24; and upon
reading the clause in the 43d of Elizabeth, cap.
g, intitnled, ¢ An Act for the relief of the Poor,’
in the 5th section thereof it is said, ¢ Parish offi-
cers are to bind their man child to the age of 24,
“but the woman child to the age of 21, br time of
marriage,” This, your Committee thinks, checks
fnatriage, and discourages industry. Tt appears
to your Committee, that the usual sum given by
perishes with apprentices, has been generally
from.
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from 20 to 40s. only, which your Committee
think inadequate to the procuring good masters.

« It appears that the register directed to be
made out by the Act of the 2d of His present
Majesty, intituled, ¢ An Act for keeping a regu-
lar, uniform, and annual register of all parish
poor infants under a certain age, within the bills
of mortality,” is deficient, by’ not setting forth
how children are disposed of after the age of four
years°.

“ Upon the whole, your Committee came to
the following resolutions: That it is-the opinion
of this Committee, that the parish infant poor,

-within the bills of mertality, should be sent into
the country to be nursed, at a distance not less
than a certain number of miles from any part of
the town ; That it is the opinion; of this Com-
mittee, that the parish officers should allow and
pay a certain sum for nursing each child ; That
it is the opinion of this Comrittee, that a proper
vnumber of principal inhabitants should be chosen
in every parish respectively, under the denomi-
nation of Guardians of the parish infant poor, to’
inspect mto the treatment of the said children
nursed as above: That it is the opinion of this
Committee, that the parish officers, governors,
and directors. of the poor, should have the alter-
native of sending such children to the Hospital,
for the maintenance and education of exposed

. -and deserted young children; and the governos

' and
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and guardians thereof be permitted to take them
at a certain sum, and to be paid by the said of-
ficers for nursing such children out of the parish
rates : That it is the opinion of this Committee,
that parish’ children should be placed out appren-
tice for 'a shorter time than is by law prescribed :

- That it is the opinion of this Committee, that a
proper sum :should .be given as a[’;plentice fees
with the %aid parish- children: That it is the
opinion of this Committee, that the recrlster of
infant"poor under four years of age,. should be
continued on till the ‘children are in the same
* shanner disposed of in the world.

“ These resolutions were agreed to by the
House, and a bill ordered.”

It appears from'a return inserted in the Jour-
nals 'of the House of Commons, 1778, that, in
the j)receding eleven years, ‘the following was the
state of the reception 'and discharge of ' parish
children in the parishes mentioned, from which
an accurate estimate may be formed for the rests
of London. '

Childrep under _ Died. Returned te Appren-
6 years old. their parents. ticed.

St. Giles in the Fields, -
and St. George, .
+ Bloomsbury - 1479 177 956" ‘319
St. Margaret and St.’ b .
John, Westminster 1109 '181 4766 * 172
St. Anne, Westminster 324" 100 152+ 76
o St.



th

Childrén under® Died. Returnedte Apprsw

) 6 years old. their parents. ticeds
St. James, Westminster 861 215 250 243
St. Clement Danes 257 113 84 89

St. Andrew, Holborn,

and St. George Martyr 756 137 308 207
Sdaffron Hill - - 231- 30 82 95
St. James, Clerkeénwell 701 104 436 116
St. Mary, Whitechapel 449 69 102 286
St. Saviour’s, Southwark 539 105 205 187
St. Leonard, Shoreditch* 586 99 178 185

St. John, Southwark 154 48 65 127
St. Luke, Old-street 421 103° 103 234

St. Botolph, Aldgate 297 90 130 101
St, Martin' in the Fields 1512 463 736 321
St. Paul, Covent-garden 51 8 27 36

9727, 2042 4600 2794

’
-~

Children, nursed as-the above authentic docu-
‘ments prove they were, canfiot but have been
ichecked in tﬁe'i}' growth; and perhaps many of
them are at this moment‘part of the miserable_
objects we daily see in the $treets. The exercise

of alittle humanity may"prevent similar evils in
future.

There is an adinirable example, which has
long been ‘established for our.imitation, where
the oﬂ'sprmg of vice and humble virtue, equally
innocent, are received and nurtured with the ut-
most care, and where human nature is rescued

from debasement, corporeal and mental. Let

the
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the reader refiect on the thousands originally pre-
served, and their descendgnts rendered happy,
through the god-like benevolence of Captain
Coram ; and he will immediately recollect the
Fomldlmg Hospital.

~ In consequence of that worthy man’s petition,.
George 1I. granted a Charter of incorporation,
which authorised Charles duke of Richmond, and
several other eminent persons, to purchase lands,
fc. in mortmain, to the'annual amount of 40001.
ta be applied to the maintenance and education
of exposed and deserted infants.

The first quarterly general meeting of the Cor-
poration was held, December 26, 1739, when
subscription-books were ordered to be opened at
the Bank of England and various bankers, for
inserting the names of annual contributors. The
governors and guardians then amounted to near
400, who unanimously determined to vote their
thanks to Captain Coram; but he declined them,
and modestly requested they might be transferred
to those ladies whose subscriptions bad enabled
him to procure the Charter. This proposal was
acceded to, and the benevolent Captain deputed
to convey them.

Montague house, now the British Museum,
had becn thought by the governors in 1740, an
.eligible receptacle for the objects of the intended
charity ; but Messrs, Fazakerly, and the Attorney
and Sohcxtor Generals, to whom, the matter was

‘ referred
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referred, gave it as their opinion that the expence
of obtaining those extensive premises would be
too great. The governors resolved, in conse-
quence, to open subscriptions for the purchase of
land on which to erect an hospital, and in the
mean time to receive sixty children in a tempo-
rary receptacle.

They accomplished their wishes in the follow~
ing December, by obtaining 56 acres North of
Ormond-street, of the ear] of Salisbury, for 7000/
the present site of the Foundling hospital, Guild-
ford-street, &c. On the 25th of March, 1741,
19 male and 11 female infants were received, all
of whom were less than two months old; their
baptism took place the ensuing Sunday, when
two were honoured with the names of Thomas
and Eunice Coram ; others of robust frames and
apparently calculated for - future seamen, were
-called Drake, Blake, and Norris.

John Milner, esq. vice-president of the corpo—
ration, assisted by many governors, laid the first
stone of the new hospital in 1742, when a cop-
per plate, secured between two pieces of milled-
lead, was deposited In a cavity ; the plate is thus
inscribed : ¢ The foundation of this hospital for
the relief of exposed and déserted young children,
was laid 16th September, 16 George II. 1742.”

The Corporation, laudably attentive to the fu- -
ture happiness of the orphans committed to their
care, determined to have them inocculated for the

small-
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small-pox in 1744 ; a'process then as much con-
demned as vaccination is at present. .

The first stone of the Chapeal was deposited by
~—~— Jacobson, esq. and countains the following
inscription: “ The foundation of this Chapel was.
laid the 15t day of May, A.D. 1747, and in the
20th year of his most sacred Majesty Kfng 1
George I1.” At the same time a successful at-
tempt to obtain farthier pecuniary-assistance was
imade, by a public. breakfast for ladies, at 2s. 6d. -
per ticket, when a collection for the Chapel
amounted to 596/ 13s. and another for the hos-
pital produeed 110L. 9s. 6d.

The* Prince and. Princess of Wales honloured
~ the governors with their presence at the Chapel,
Saturday, May 27, 1749, to hear ene of Handel's
compositions performed for the benefit of the
hospital; the audience is said to have consisted
of 1000 persons, who each paid 10s. 6d. for thetr
tickets. The King-sent 2000/. and an unknown
benefactor 50/. )

The worthy and veteran Coram died March
29, 1751, aged 83, and was buried Kpril 2d, in
the vault beneath the chapeltof his ‘hospital.
The honours due to this! excelleht philanthropist
were paid by the Corporation to the utmost ex-
ténty and the choirs of St. Paul’t and St. Peter’s
Westminster chaunted Dr. Boyce's funeral ser-
vice over the body, which was covered by a pall
borne by many persons of distinction, followed

by
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by the charter of the foundation ¢arried on a vel-
vet ‘cushion; and the infants preserved by his
exertions closed the procession. The present
governors, fully sensible of the public debt of
gratitude still in arrears, have recently given his
name to Great and Little Coram streets, erccted
on the surplus ground belonging to the charity %,
Frequent repetitions of Handel's music, and
contributions of every description, eaabled the
governors to receive 1240 children from 1742 to
1754. They, however, thought proper to petition
. the legislature for assistance two years.afterwards,
.and obtained 10,000/ to be rapplied for the re-
ception of infants under two months old. On
the 2d June, 1756, 117 were admitted -
. The governors. found it necessary to publish
the following notice on this occasion:  The go-
vernors and guardians of this Hospital thinking
it incumbent on them to expose the falsity: of
what has been propagated in §everal newspapers,
that out of 10,000/, granted by Parliament to
this Corporation, 1200/. was deducted in several
oflices for fees; do hereby assure,the publick,
that all fees whatsoever were charitably remitted
by all the noblemen and gentlemen through
whose offices the proper warrants pass, so that
the clear sum of 10,000/, was paid iuto the Baunk
- of England on account of the Hospital. By
order of the general Committee,

Sept. 7, 1757. J. CoLLiNGgWOOD, Sec.”

* Gent, Mag, 1‘ Jour, of House of Commons.
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In 1757, the House of Commons granted the
enormous sum of 20,000/. to enable the gover-
nors to take all children under six months of age,
brought to them before Jan. 1, 1758./

A general statement of the proceedings pub-
lished in 1758, declared, that from the opening
of the Hospital, March 25, 1741, to Dec. 31,
1757, 6894 children had been received, 5510 of
whom were taken from the 1st of June, 1756, in
consequence of the grant of 10,000/, The num-
ber of deaths to the 31st of Dec. 1757, was 2821.
The sums presented to the charity in 1757, in-
cluding 30,0007. from the legislature, amounted
to 38,002L 1s. 2d.y 28061 10s. 3d. of which was
bequeathed to the Iospital, 508/, 4s. 6d. given
in annual benefactions, and 96/. 14s. 6d. bene-
factions towards the charges of the Chapel.

The expences of this eventful year, in the
annals of the charity, was 33,832/, 13s. 2d.;
5024 4s. 6d. of which was paid in fees, when
passing the warrants for 20,0001, the second grant
from Parliament.

In 1797, there were 357 children on the esta-
blishment, 175 in the house, and 182 at nurse,
principally received from the metropolis. From
1770 to 1797, 1684 were received, of which
number, 482 died under the age of twelve
months; their age when received is generally
under two months, and' the limitation is twelve
_ months, unpless in particular cases or when 100/,
is
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is sent with the child, and except the children
of .soldiers or sailors in the service of their coun--
-try. Children are admitted on petition, and the
mother is examined as to the truth of her state-
ments, who is placed, if practicable, in a proper
sitiation to obtain a livelihood *.

WELSH C!ARITY SCHOOL.,

This school was established in 1718, for the.
.- veception, thaintenance, education, and appren-
ticing poor «children of ;Welsh parents, born in
and near London, who have no settlement ; the
school was originally held at the Hat, Shiredane,
then on Clerkenwell-green ; but the trustees find-
ing it insufficient for the purpose, and it having
been patronized by the Prince of Wales, and en-
riched by the donations of the publick, the go-
vernors were enabled in 1772, to purchase the
piece of frechold ground in Gray's-inn lane,
'where the school is now situated ; on which and
other buildings for'the reception of 42 boys and
14 girls, tley expenfled 3695L Trom the foun-
dation to 1779, 642 boys were entered upon the
* establishment, of whom, 511 were apprenticed
'to captains of vessels and various trades 4.

-# See the plate of the North side of the Foundling.
+ Gent. Mag. The origin .of the Welsh Society,
and the subsequent charity school, may perhaps be
; dated
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Such have been part of the proceedings of the
inhabitants of London, in endeavouring to pre-
serve the lives of infants; to which might be
ddded many collateral means, particularly those
which adopt the offspring of criminals, and thus
render them useful members of society.

The subject might now be spread into various
ramifications ; but as brevity should be preferred
when practicable, I shall confine my information
and observations to the last cenfury, and present
the reader with the most material occurrences in
the still greater work of preserving the population
of London from degenerating in every point of
view, and even from starvation, during their pro-
gress to maturity, and in the decline of life.

The commencement of the century was re-
markable for a grand effort of charity, not the
passiny charity which provides for temporary
wants of the body, that may recur almost imme-
diately upon the disposal of the gift, nor that
which removes the possibility of penury from the
-vesidents of alms and workhouses ; but that which

dated from the celebration of the birth-dav of the Prin-
cess of Wales, Feb. 1715, when several distinguished
sons of St. David heard a Sermon preached in their
-native language, by Dr. Lewis, at St. Paul’s, Covent-
garden ; whence they adJourned to Haberdashers hall,
where, 1nv1gorated by repletion, the Antient British
Society was planned for the _double celebration of the
Prince’s birth-day, and the commemoration of their
Patron Saint. )
rendered
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rendered the infant mind the seat of innocence,
morality, and knowledge. The reader will fully
appreciate the importance of this event, when I
mention the schools established by orig divine
impulse in every quarter of the metropolis, and
when he compares the chaos of ideas which must
have composed the minds of the poorest classes
of children, previous to the existence of these
institutions, with the instructed infant comfort-
ably cloathed, clean, and regular in attending
divine worship.

The next general act of beneficence originated
from a forcible appeal to the feclings of the Lon-
doners, who beheld many hundreds of deluded
Germans or Palatines, deserted by those who had
promised to convey ‘them to America, houseless,
and without food, and relieved them ﬁom the
pressure of those evils. ‘

Cavendish Weedon, esq. issuéd the following
advertisement in 1701, which does him immor-
tal honour: ¢ ITis Majesty having been pleased
by his late most gracious proclamation to sigmify
his desires for the encouraging of picty and mo-
rality and suppression of vice, Mr. Weedon of
Lincoln’s-Inn, for the better promoting the ho-
nour of Godand such his pious intentions, hath
established a monthly eutertainment of Divine
Musick at Stationers-hall, on Monday, the 5th
day of January next, and intended to be kept
and continued there every first Monday in ‘every

Yor. 1. c month,
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month, excepting the Lent season, and the.
months of July, August, and September. The,
same to consist of Anthems, Orations, and Poems,
in honour and praise of God, religion, and vir-
tue, one day; and in discouragement of irreli-
gion, vice, and immorality, the other, alter-
- nately : to be performed by the best masters in
each faculty; for which purpose all ingenious
persons skilled in those qualifications that shall
think fit to send in any composition in prose or
verse to Mr. Playford, bookseller in the Temple-
change in Fleet-street, free from all manner of
reflections on parties and persons in particular,
such as shall be approved of, Mr. Playford shall
'have orders to gratify the authors, and to return
the others with thanks for ttte Author’s kind in-,

tentions. The performance to begin exactly at
eleven of the clock in the morning; and tickets

to be had at Mr, Playford’s, Garraway’s, the Rain-
bow, and at most of the chief coffee-houses in
town. The benefit of the Tickets, being only
5s. a-piece, the common price of other Musick-
tickets, is to be disposed of amongst decayed
gentry, and the maintenan.e of a school for edu~
cating of children in Religion, Musick, and Ac-
compts,”

Mr. Weedon advertised in the Gazette of May’
4, 1702, that his Musical and other entertainy
ments would be performed at Stationers-hall on
the 7th with Anthems by Dr., Blow, an Oration

by
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By Mr. Collier, and Poerns by Mr. Tate, her
Majesty’s Poet Laureat, in praise of Religion and
Virtue. The receipts to be applied as before-
mentioned.

In 1711, British charity extended beyond ‘the
bounds of the realm, through an application from
the Society for the propagation of the Gospel in
foreign parts to her Majesty, who was pleased,
in consequence, to permit a collection to be made
from house to house in all the parishes and pre-
cinets within the bills of mortality, to be applied
to the purposes of the institution; which was
announced from the reading-desks on Trinity
Sunday. '’

Exclusive of the-annual meetings of the cha-
rity children, there were opportunities taken to
impress the publick with a due sense of the value
of the institutions.

In 1713, they were assembled in the Artillery-
ground, where the duke d’Aumont the French
resident, and other distinguished characters at-
tended to inspect them ; the ambassador evinced
his approbation by handsome presents of money
to buy them books, &c. And on the thanksgiv-
g day 4000 of these youths were seated upon
elevated benches, which extended 600 feet in the
Strand, where they saluted the two Houses of
Parliament and the 'great officers of state, wita
hymns sung in unison,

. cg , The
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The trustees adopted a plan in 1713, thaty
seems well worth imitation at present, which was
a Sermon preached by the Rev. Dr. Waugh, ‘at
St. Bride's, from the 12th verse of the 27th.
Psalm,  When my father.and my moﬂxer for-
sake me, the Lord taketh me up,” before 1400/
of, those children, of 2250 who had been placed
with persons as apprentices and servants. Am
nnpresswe discourse addressed to young persons,,
under such circumstances, must be attended with:
the best effects.

The gifts of private individuals to the poor can-~
not oiten be ascertained, but, that they are gene-
rally con51derable, may be accidentally collected
through the death of common begtrars one of
those who-lived.in Barbican, died in October;
1713, when 80 years of age, and seems to have
perished through the chill occasioned by some
sour beer given to her in Smithfield; her pock-
ets contained eight farthings, but the rags that
covered her concealed 150 "broad pieces and
guineas.

In 1714, the King gave the Shenﬂ's 10001 for
the relief and dlscharge of poor prisoners for debt.

Mr. Feast, brewer, of Whitecross-street, set a
most bnlhant example, of charity in the dxeqdful
winter of 1715-16, by purchasing 400 chaldrons
of ¢oals, which he distributed to such poor per-
sons as were deprived of. work by the severity of
the winter.

In
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"I the following year 4400 persons formed a
Bociety for insurance upon Lives, with a monthly
-dividend ; but that which distinguished this asso-"
“ciation, ‘and rendered’ it a proper subject for this
Chapter, was, their requesting the rectors, vicars,
‘and wardens of St. Martin in 'the Tields, St.
-James; St. Margaret's, St. Giles, St, ‘Andrew’s
"Ilolborn, and St. Clement: Danes, *‘to récom-
‘mend two boys out of ‘each parish to the Sociéty,
which shall be put forthwithto school, 'cloathed,
tand 10l. givea td put them out apprentlces and
*as thee Sodiety' receives encouragenient, the'same
‘method will be used.to the great paristies, within
‘the bills of- mortality, that are overburthened
with' poors and that 2 monthly stock is kept,
‘and securlty given to the trustees for the security
‘of -the stock, to put several hundred children ap-
prentices,¥and the 10l charitg. Each subscriber
‘pays only 1s. per week ; and if the person dies in
4 month after entrance, you «are entitled 'to a
dividend of 500 monﬂls to be made but, if your
life should continue one year, vou are entitled to
154, to put out a child ﬁpplentlce, ér 10f. to be
disposed of to charitable uses as you 'shall judge
pmper, ‘and’ 1257, per month laid by as a stock

o sink'your weekly payments,” &e. &e. %
- 4800 childrer attended the anniversary of' the
charity-schools in 1416, at St. Sepuichre’s &hurch ;

Original proposal.”
on
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-on which occasion the bishop of Lincoln preached
from Dan. iii. 12. The numbér of schools of
this description had increased from the reign of
king William III. in England and Ireland "to
1221, and near 50,000 children received the~
benefit of instruction, and in many instances
food and cloathing; those of London were 124,
the number of boys educated in them 3131, the
girls 1789 ; the children apprentice:d from.them,
boys 2513, girls 1056 *.
+ A most dreadful fire occurred at Limehouse in
‘the month of December, 1716, by which near
200 houses were destroyed, aud infinite distress
occasioned; the Prince Regent, agitated with
strong ‘sentiments of compassion, ordered the
sum of 1000/ to be distributed immediately. to
the most pitiable objects; which laudable exam-
ple was promptly, followed . by others to a con- -
siderable amount. °A. more disinterested charity
‘was prosecuting st the same period for the Epis,
copal Protestants of Poland ; towards which, 60/,
was obtained in the inconsiderable parish of St.
Helen’s, Bishopsgate +4-.*

The Prince of Wales, actuated by the same lmv
~puls,e which now operates in the Society for the
relief of prisoners confined for Small Debts, sent
350l at Christmas, for the discharge of those at
Ludgate and the two Compters,

* Statement of the trustees,. + Newspapers..’

“ In
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" “In the year following a person, unknown, s‘énb.g,_‘
a' 50/. 'note to the treasurer and trustees of the
Blue-coat school, near Tothill-fields, the receipt .
of which ‘was acknowledged in ‘@n advertisement,
stating the agreeable fact, that this sum enabled
. them to receive four additional scholars, whom

I'hey promised to cloath at the periods mentioned
- 11 the statutes of the institution.

" Another, or perhaps the same person,” released
30 persouns from Whitechapel prison, in ‘August,
1717, cloathed them, gave them a-dinuner, and
2s. 6d. each; six months afterwards, thesame
benevolent unknown, repeated his charities at
“Whitechapel, and released all confined for small
debts, one of whom was impriséoned near six
inonths for 5s. 6d. which .had been swelled by
charges and fees to 40s.

‘Jan. 1717-18, the King gave 1000l for the
discharge of insolvent debtors, in the gaols of
London and the county of Middlesex.

‘The King gave 1000L. per annum, towards the
velief of poor housekeepers in London and West-
minster * ; that sum was increased to 1900!. in
1718, by collections under his Majesty’s. létters
.ﬁatent for the same purpose.

" The Prince appears to have given 250/ annu-
ally to the Charter-house.

L]

* This Royal donation is still annually wrepeated;
and a collection under the King’s letters patent is also
‘hmde in all the parishes within the Bills of Mortality.

A re-
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. A repetition of the liberality, of the unknown
occurred again in September 1719, at White-
chapel, when he released 35 prisoners, besides
giving them money.

1720, the earl of Thanet gave 1000+ to the
widows and children .of clergymen.

+ The Society for the relief of the Widows and
Children of Clergymen has been already noticed,
in the first volume of, ¢ Londinium Redivivum ;”
it will therefore only be necessary. to state theiy
gifté,in 1720, which amounted to 26450 10s.
exclusive of a considerable sum expended in plac;
ing out apprentices.

. -Mrs. ‘Mary" Turner, in the; same year, com-
smenced  that noble foundation, which has since
flourished with so much suceess, for the reception
of incurable lunatics at Bethlehem hospital, by a
.handsome legacy. ,

1 Shortly after an examination of the Marshalsea
“books took place, when it was found that up-
wards of eleven hundred persons confined for
small debts had been discharged within three
years, by the charitable contributions of Roman
catholics. .

Amongst the charities. of 1720, was that of
Jady, Holford, who left 10l each to 27 clergy-
"men, on condition they attended her funeral;
and eleven exhibitions of about 10l each to as
many boys, educated at the Charter-hoyse upon
the foundation,

L

The .
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The collection for the Sons of the Clergy
amounted to 239/, 10s. in'1720, which was dis-
tributed to 16 children, in sums from 10Z to 20
€ach; the apuual contributions generally average
now at 1000 *

"The year closed with the unequalled donation
of Thomas Guy, who then determined to found
that hospital on the site of the antient St. Tho-
‘mas’s,. in Southwark, which has immortalized
his' name. ‘
- Certain charitable persons established an In-
firmary in:1719. Two years afterwards they
published one year’s statement of their proceed-
ings, from which it appears 108 patients had been
received, of whom 352 were cured, 6 incurable,
8 digd, 19 discharged for non-attendance, 1 for
irregularity, ‘11 out-patients, and 11 within' the
infirmary; who - received, with food and medi-
tines, the exhortations of such clergymen as the
“Society could procure.

--The London Workhouse:received from March
M730 to March .1721, 683 vagabonds, beggars,
pilferers, and young vagrants, and.lewd and dis,
orderly persons, of whom 620 were discharged,
2 buried, and 61 remained. In the same period,
27 children, were bound to .tradesmen, 2 were
‘buried, and 86 remained ; the latter were religi-
ously educated in the doctrines of the Esta-

* -All these statements are from the Daily i)apers. '
' blished
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blished Church ; and were employed in spiniting
. wool, sewing, and knitting, and taught to read,
write, and ¢éast accompts.

A treaty was completed in 1721, between the
British Government and the Emperor of Morocco,
by means of which, 280 persons were restored to
their country ; who went in ‘procession, clad in
the Moorish habit; to St. Paul's, wheré a Sermon
-suited to the occasion was preached by Mr. Ber--
riman, chaplain to the bishop of London. The
curiosity -of the citizers Yo see the emancipatéd
slaves was such, that the benevolent' intentions
“of many charitable persons were frustrated ; the
collectors however obtained about 100l After
the Sermon, they proceeded to St. James's, and
‘were admitted. totthe garden, where the King
did them the honour of viewing'their grateful
countenances, and afterwards ordered them 5007
The captives went thence to Leicester-house, and
received 250!, from the Prince of Wales.

The newspapers of December 1721, imention
the revival of an antient custom upon the eve of

great festivals; which was the Lord Mayor’s vi-
siting the Markets in person, to solicit contribu-
tions of provisions for the poor. It is said that
his lordship was very successful at this period. !

The spring of*1725 was extremely wet, .and
serious apprehensions of a- total failure of the
crops very generally prevailed. Those fears for-
‘turiately proved fallacious; but the useful body

of.



O27

of labourers who resort to the neighbourhood of
London,as haymakers suffered dreadfully, and»
rseveral actually died for want of food and Iodgmg
-One sentiment of compassion seems to have pre-
vailed for these wretched people, and 20 and gol.
at a time was collected at the Exchange and in
' several parishes: the duke of Chandos gave 150
of them 2si 6d. and a sixpenny loaf each, at his
.gate. at Canons. MTr. Carey, vicar of Islington,
-went to every house inr the parish soliciting for
them; and, baving received a handsome sum, he
‘afteywards distributed 4t in the church.

' The following January ‘was very propitious to
the funds of Bethlehem lospital, several gentle-
Jen having subscribed towards the erection .of ‘
the winps for incurables. One of these gifts was
500.. u second 200/. and another 100/ .with"a
"promise.of the same sum annually for four years;
they unanimously 'concealed their names.

M. Mahorhet, a Turk, anga Valet-de-.chambre
to Geotga I. died in 1726, of whom it was said;
“ He wore the habit: of a Turk, but had many
Christian virtues, being profusely liberal to the,
poor; and is said to have discharged near 300
‘debtors from prison for. small sums, since his
coming into England.”

A Mrs! Palmer died in 1727, who bequeathed
the following large sums in charities: 40001 for
propagating the Gospel abroad ; 4000l for pro-
moting Christian knowledge in the Highlands of

Scotlatnd

v
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Seotland ; 20001. to queen Anne’sbounty 5 2000/, .
{to Bethlehem hospital; 500/ to "the charity
.school .of \St. Andrew’s, Holborn; and 500/ to
-poor widows, who received.no alms from the
'parish.  Shé resided in the parish of St. Andrew;
but was buried at St. Giles's, Cripplegate.

* The King honoured the’ Corporation of Lon-
don with his company to dinner, in. October,
1727 ; when on his way, a person presented him
. petition, beseeching irelief for the various pri-
.soners for debt in London; this he received .in
the most .gracious manner, and im;hgdiately or-
dered 1000/ to be paid to the Sheriffs for that
purpose.

A Committee of the House of Commons visited
the various prisons of the Metropolis, by order
of the House, in March, 1729, when they found
30 miserable wretches in the greatest extremity,
through. illness 'and want, at the Marshalseas
which operated so forcibly on their feelings, that
they immediately contributed sufficient to pro-
.Cure them medical assistance, nurses,. cloaths;

and food.
Bloomsbury-market, built by the duke of Bed-
ford, was opened in March, 1730, to the great
satisfaction of the neighbourhood.’ On. thé fol-
Jowing Monday, the Duke bought all the ynsold
meat at the market-price, and had it distributed-’
to the reduced housekeepers, and other necessit-
Qus.
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‘ous persons, inhabitants of the parish of St.
Giles’s *.

630 chaldrons of coals were purchased in June,
1730, for the use of the poor of the several wards
within the city.of London.

There were dreadfully destructive fires at
Blandford and Tiverton in 1733 ; the sufferers
from which received unusual commiseration fromr
the whole kingdom, .and large subscriptions.
The King gave 100/. to each of those towns,, and
the several wards of London made considerable
collections, _

In the year 1733, four Charity Sermons were
preached in the parish 8f St. Margaret, West~
minster, and a collection made from door to door;
which amounted to 125/, intended for certain in»
habitants of Saltzburg, who,were persecuted for
their religious ‘opinions, and desirous of emigrat-
ing to Georgia.
= The Weekly Miscellany of May 19, 1733.
contains the following account of the Charity
Schools then established. in London, with the,
rules by which they were governed; they caxmot
but be read with avidity. F

“ The most: charitable and useful design of
setting up Schools, for the instructing children of
the meanest and poorest ,of the, people, was bé-
gun in.the year 1698. 'What has now diffused
itself through the whole nation,. sprung from a.

* Statements in Newspapers.
VEry
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very small seed, which was first planted in this
great city, and by the blessing of the Divine Pro-
vidence has,in a wonderful manner, been in-
creased ; so that there is now, within the cities
of London and Westminster and bills of mor-
tality, 132 charity schools. This charitable de-
sign meeting with such encouragement from the
very liberal benefactions of the inhabitants almost
'in every parish, trustées were chosen in each
district to oversee the management of the masters
and mistresses, and to prescrfbe rules and orders.
for the government of each school ; and treasurers
-were appointed, to whom all contributions were
to be paid, who annually make up accounts of
all money received and disbursed. The trustees
frequently meet, to examine into the behaviour
of the masters and mistresses, and whether due
care is taken to preserve a regular discipline, and.
that the boys and girls be instructed, not only to
read, but to be examrined in the repetition of the
Catechism, with the explanation thereof; which
“is brought in many schools to such perfection,
that the children, upon their examination before
the trustees, repeat, with great exactness, the
texts in the Holy Scripture, to prove all the ar-
ticles of the Creed, and other parts of the Cate-
chism. These children are all cloathed at the
expente of the trustees and subscribers; and
. when they have been fully taught to read, 'write,
and cast accompts, they are then either put out
to
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to services, or to some handicraft trade. The
girls are bred up not ouly to read, but to work
in linen, kmttmg, and washmo, so,as to be fit
for menial services. ’
¢ These schools thus increasing, it was thought
necessary, in the year 1706, that the trustees
should be formed into a voluntary Society, and,
" that a chairman should be elected to preside, and
summon meetings of the trustees as often as oc-
* casion should render it, necessary. These meet-
-ings have regularly been continued to this time,
where orders froin time to time have been, by’
the majority of votes, agreed upon; and in the
year 1729, .rules and orders for the better regula-
tion of the said schools, were recommended to
the several trustees of the schools in the country ;
which being laid before the archbishops and
bishops of the several dioceses in the kingdom,
.the said rules, and®orders were by them, under.
their hands, approved and established ; which
orders are here inserted: by which it will appear
that the utmost care has been taken; not anly to:
instruct the Children in the knowledge of the
Christian religion, but also to breed them up in
such a.manner, that, as they are descended from
the laborious part of mankmd they may be bred
up and enured to the meanest services. If these
orders be candidly considered, there is no reason
for the objections that are commonly made
against the Cl'l‘arllty schools; and it must be a

great
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great satisfaction to those:that have engaged in
this charitable and useful design, that out of so
great a number of children as have been thus edu-
cated, there is but one instance that any of them
have been convicted of any crime; ‘and this per-
son, being transported, was so far influenced by
his first education, that he was so thoroughly re-
claimed, that he became a very industrious and
sober man, and is so sensible of the benefit of his
education, that, being in good circumstances, he
is an annual contributor to the school where he
was educated. Let it be considered, that as this’
city has vastly increased, and by consequence
the poor proportionably multiplied, what must
have become of all their children, if this' method’
had not been taken for putting them out in an’
honest way to get their livelihoods, either by’
services or trades, the happy effects whereof is-
-very ev ident. For thele are now in the city of'
London many substantial tradesmen, who ‘ate
constant contributors to the schools iri which they
were educated. To this may be added, that by
particular benefactions a school s established for
teaching the art of Navigation, to qualify the’
"boys, bred up in the Chanty schools, to be’skil-
ful and able seamen ; ; since which a ednsiderablé’
number have been actually sent to sea; and by
all the accounts received from captains of the
ships where they were placed, they have fully
ariswered the intention of theif'benefactors.
“1In
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_ * In some schools, both in London and in the
~ country, where the béanactions would allow ity
the children are both fed and cloathed; and in

these both boys and girls are enured to labour,

and the profit of their work applied towards their

" maintenance and setting them up; and in most
of the schools iir the country, the children;in the

time of harvest, are to be absent from coming to

school, that they may glean, or do other work;
and when they are fully taught to read, . they are
put out to handicraft trades, or to be servants in
husbandry. " ‘

i “ That great Prince the Czar, took. with him
not only the models of English ships, but also

the scheme that was then newly projected for

-establishing Charity schoolsy, which upon return
to his own country, he. ordered to be erected in

all parts of his, vast Emopire, which, he inforced:

by an edict, that none should be married that

could not read the Bible: so dlﬂlrently did this

wonderful genius ‘think from some politicians

amongst us, who have laid it down for a maxim

An government, that the servile part of mankind
are to be kept as ignorant as possible; whereas

:he endeavoured to promote knowledge and relis
igion, even in the lowest conditions of life, as a
means of making his Nation a flourishing and

powerful people, and himself a great and glorious

Monarch, ‘
VOL. I. D ¢« Rules
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 Rules for the good Order and Government. of
. Charity Schools ; drawn up by the Trustees of
those Schools within the Bills of Mortality.

¢ J. That the directions given by the present
Lord Bishop of London to the masters and mis-
'tresses of the Charity schools wjthin the bills of
mortality and diocese of London, in the year
1724 (a copy of which hath been. formerly sent
to the several Charity schools), be duly observed.
Particularly,

¢ 1. The cautions there given against teaching

'~ the children any thing that may set them
above the condition of servants, or the more
laborious employments. '

“ 2. The directions laid down:concerning the
Psalms to be.sung by the children on the
days of collection, that they be taken out of
the book of Psalms only, and sung in the
_most commor, and-usual tunes.

¢ 3. The method there prescribed to the
masters and mistresses in several rules, for
possessing ‘the minds of the children with
the just sense of the duty and affection they
owe to the present Government, and the
succession i the Protestant line, and with
‘a just dread of. the persecutlons and cruelties
to be expected from a Popish Government.

“ I1. That the trustees of every school, ac- "

cording to the custom of the place, or the ap-
pointment
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pdintment of the founder, do frequently meet,
and examine into the management of the school,
and report the state and condition of the same at
every general meeting of the subscribers.

¢ III. That they be very careful in the choice
of a treasurer, who is to keep a fair account of
all recexpts and disbursements, for.‘the view ‘of
all subseribers and eontributors, who, may desire
to know how thé money is disposed of:.. .

¢«¢ JV. That ‘the -person who shall be chosen.
for master or mistress .of ‘any school, be a mem-
ber ‘of the Church of England; of known affection
to His Majesty King George, and to _the Protes-
tant succession, as by law estabhshed s of a re-
ligious life, . and sober conversation, a_constant
communicant, understanding the grounds and
principles of the Christian religion, and having a
capacity for educating children, according to thes
rules herein recommended.

“ V. That, in training up of children, parti-
cular regard be had to the business they are most
like to be employed in, either as servants, or in
husbandry, or else in the woollen, iron, or such -
other manufactures, astare, most used in.those
places where charity-schools are maintained. And
in’ order: theretoy that the ‘children whilst at’

“school be (so far as is consistent. with their neces-
“sary learning, and the different circumstances of
particular places) inured to some kind of work or
labour, and -in. some measure daily employed in

D2 it;
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it; so that they may be rendered most useful ta
the publick ; and for this end it may be proper
that ‘their earnings be applied towards finding
them in diet, lodgings, and other necessaries.

# VI. Whereas Thomas Neale, esq. deceased,
did devise part of his estate to be applied for sup-
porting of Charity schools, of for such other chari-
table uses as his executors thought fit ; and Frede-
rick Slare, doctor in physick, the surviving ex-
ecutor of the said Mr. Neale’s will, hath, out of
the surplus bf the said “estate, appointed a con:
siderable sum _of money for the payment .of-.an
annual salary’ for a master, ‘to instruct poor chil+
" ‘dren in such part of the mathematicks as may
fit themfor the sea .service; and this appoint-
ment hath been -established by a decree of the
high court of Chancery; and a Charity:school
for that purpose is erected in the City of Londons
and the Trustees of the. said school have ordered
-that each boy that, should be sent from any of the
‘Charity schools, shall be taught the said science,
~ upon the payment of twenty shillings .a year for
each boy: It is therefore in a particular manner
recommended to the trustees of each school within
the cities of London and Westminster, -that such
boys as may be- thought fit for the sea-service,
be sent to the said school, to be instructed in an
art which will rénder them sb very' useful to the
publick.

‘ ¢ VIK
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“ VII. That the trustees do insist upon it
with parents, as a necessary condition on which
their children are to be taken into schiool,. that
they send them clean washed and combed, re-
gularly and constantly, at the hours of schooling ;
that they comply with all orders relating to thém,
and freely sabmit them o be chastised for their
faults, without quarrelling or coming to the
school on such occasions ; that children be not
countenanced in their faults, or masters and
mistresses discouraged in the performance of their
duty. But if there be any just reason of com-
plaint, that it be made to the trustees, in whose
determination they are to' acquiesce; or if per-
sons neglect, or refuse to observe these orders,
then their children to. be - dismissed the school ;
and if they are cloathed, to for felt their school
cloaths. ‘

«¢ VIIL. That the trustees do likewise, as far
as in them lies,-oblige the Barents of all such
children as they take into their schodls, to agree
that their children be put out to such services,
employments, or trades,. as the trustees. shall
think most proper and advantageous to the pub
lick, and the places where they live.

- ¢ IX. And lastly, that the trustees do what
‘they can fo engage parents to give -their children
good examples at home; of 'a sober and religious
‘behavipur, frequently to:call upon them to re-
Peat' the 'Church Catechism, to read the Iloly.

Scriptures,
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Scriptures, especially on the Lord’s day, and
cause prayers to_be read morning and evening in
their families: so that both parents and children
may be the better informed of their duty, and
by a constant and sincere practice thereof, pro-
‘mote the pious and' vseful design of charity
schools, and so procure the blessing of God upon
them.

“ Rules proper fo bé observed by the Masters
and Mistresses.

¢¢ 1. 'That the masters anid mistresses do them-
selves attend the school at the times appointed
by the founders and trustees, and keep the chil-
dren diligently to their business, during the hours
of schooling, suffering none to be absent at any
time, but upon account of sickness, or some
such reasonable excuse, unless in the time of
barvest, and when the trustees think it proper
that they should be employed in lusbandry,
_spinning, carding, or some other manufactures;
but, if children are kept away,- the trustees to be
acquainted with. it, that others more conformable
may be taken into their places.

/11, That they teach the children the true
spelling of words, make them mind their stops,
and bring them to. pronounce and read dlstmctl)
without a tone: and because it is found by expe-
rience, that in several places in the country: due

care
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care has not been taken in these respects (the
masters and mistresses being paid for teaching
the children either by a monthly or quarterly al-
lowancej, it is proposed to such founders and
trustees as shall think it requisite, that their pay-
ments be hereafter made in the following man-
uer: The first to begin so soon as each child can
name and distinguish all the letters in the alpha-
bet; the second, when the child can spell well;
and the third, when .it can read well and dis-
tinctly, and can repeat the Church Catechism.
¢ III. That they make it their principal care
to teach the children to read the Bible, to in-
struct them in the principles of the Christian re-
ligion, according to'the doctrine of the Church
of England; and that they explain the Church
Catechism-' to them by some exposition, which,
together with the Catechism, the children should
publicly repeat in church, or elsewhere, so often
as the minister and the trustees shall require;
and be frequently examined in school, as to their
improvements of of evety sort.
- ¢« IV, That they teach the children those
doctrines and principles of religion which are in
their nature most useful in the course of a private
life, and especially such as concern faith and
good manners, ' B
¢<.V. That they. bring the children to church,
80 often as divine service is there performed, be-
fore it begins, and instruct them to behave them-
selves
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selves orderly, kneeling, or standing as the ru-
brick directs, and to join in the public service
with, aud regularly to repeat after, the minister,
with an humble low voice, and in’ the most de-
vout manner, in all places where the people are
so directed, in such manner as not to disturb the
rest of the congregation, and particularly in sing-
ing of Psalms: and that they likewise take care,
that the children bring their Bibles and Com-
mon-prayer ebooks always to church; and in
order to prevent their spending thé Lord’s-day
idly - or profanely, it will be proper that every
master and mistress give each child some task out
of the most useful parts of Scripture, to be learnt
on each Lord’s-day, according to their capacities ;
and that they require a strict performance of it
every Monday morning, and also oblige them"to
say the texts of the sermons preached the day
before.

. VL. That they never fail to pray morning
and evening in the school, and teach the children
to do the same at home, devoutly upon their
knees, when they rise and go to bed, as also to
‘say grace before and after meat. - ’

“ VII. That they take particular care of the
‘manners and behaviour of the children, and by
all proper methods discourage idleness, and sap-
press the béginnings of vice; such as lying, curs-
“ing, swearing, profaning the Lqrd’s-day, obscene
discourse, stealing, &c. putting them often in

mind,



41

mind, and obliging them to get by heart such’
parts of the Holy Scriptures, where those things
are forbid, and where Christians are' commanded
to be faithful arid obedient to their masters, to be
diligent in their business, and quiet and peace-
able to all men.

“ VIII. That they call over in school the
children’s names every morning and afternoon ;
and, if any be missing, that they put them down
in rolls kept for that purpose, as tardy or absent;
as also for their being guilty of breaking any of
the aforesaid rules and orders; and that they lay
those rolls before the founders or trustees of every
school, where required so to do, or before any
other person empowered by the founder, trustees,
or subscribers, who have a right to enquire into’
their behaviour, in order to their encouragement,
correction, or expulsion.

“ IX. That they take care that where the
children are cloathed, they wear their caps, bands,
and cloaths every day; whereby the trustees,
benefactoz:s, and others, may know and see what
their behaviour is abroad.

¢ These rules were approved by the arch-
bishops and bishops ‘whose names dre tunder-
‘written: and they ‘were pleased "to direct,«that
the same be observed by all the charity<scliools
in their respective dioceses. ' - s
-W-, Cant,
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W. Cant. - Jos. Gloucester.

Lan. Ebor. W. Norwich.
Ednm. London. Jo. Carliol.

W. Duresme. H. Hereford.

R. Winchester. Ric. St. David’s.
J. Wigorn. . E. Chichester.
J. Bath and Wells. 'W. Bristol.

Jo. Oxford. ' Steph. Exon.
B. Sarum. Rob. Peterborough.
E. Cov. and Lich. Sam. Cestriens.
Sa. Roffen. Fr. Asaph.
Tho. Ely. ‘Tho. Bangor.
R. Lincoln.

% The foregoing rules for the good order and
government of Charity-schools, being laid before
the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge,
they have approved the sane, as being agreeable
to'the rules of Charity-schools formerly published
by the said Society ; and have therefore directed
that the same be printed, and dispersed among
all the Charity-schools in South Britain.”

135 captive Britons, nine of whom were com-
manders of vessels, arrived in England from the
States of Barbary in 1734, and were presented to
the King and the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty. The King gave them, 100/, and se-
veral of the nobility and gentry five and ten
guineas each, to which sir Charles Wager added
50l. They afterwards dined, together at Iron-

ers’ hall,
mong The
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The practice of placing irifants in baskets, and
those at the doors of opulent persons, was a com-
mon trait in the characters of imprudent females
previous to 1734; of which the following adver-
tisement will be a forcible illustration: .

“ Last Tuesday evening a female child of
about three weeks old was left in a basket at the
door of Buckingham-house. ‘The servants would
have carried it into the Park; but the case being
some time after made known to the Duchess,
who was told it was too late to send to the Over-
seers of the parish, and that the child must perish
in the eold without speedy relicf; her Grace was
touched with compassion, and ordered it to be
taken care of. The person who left the letter in
the basket, is desired by a penny-post letter to
inform whether the child has been baptized; be-
cause, if not, her Grace will take care to have it
done ; and likewise' to procure a nurse for it.
Her Grace doth not propose that. this instance of
her tenderness should encourage any further pre-
sents of this nature, because such future attempts
will be found fruitless.”

It gives me great pleasure to add, that dropt
ping of children is but little known at present.

A charitable institution called the Stepney
Jeast, produced a sufficient sum, in 1734, to
apprentice 16 boys at 5/ eachtand to cloath
seven, and one poor man.

' Ths
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The duke of Bedford, the earl of Litchfield,”
and admiral Haddock, were three of the eight
stewards for the year 1735 ; when the ensuing
verses, set to music by Dr. Green, were sung at
the anniversary dinner.

¢ Erom Zembla’s ever icy plain,

From where eternal Summer burns,

From all the terrors of the main,

The wearied Mariner returns.

Old Thames extends his parent arms,

" And all his rising towers shows,

To welcome him from War’s alarms’

To glorious ease and sweet repose.

Tritons wind their coral shells,

And every cliff in echo tells: |
Thus Britain is grateful, thus Britain bestows
For a youth of brave toil, an age of repose *.”

The Hospital at Hyde-park corner was insti-
tuted Oct. 19, 1733, and has been supported by
voluntary contributions from that day to the pre-
sent; this is one of the many instances whia,
might be produced of the hereditary charity of
the inhabitants of London ; a species of benevo-
lence silently handed from generation to genera-
tion; a bequest not inforced by forms of ldW,
and parchment and seals.

In‘the year |1,34, the Prince of Wales acted
as president ; the Queen and Princesses became

* Newspapers,
subscribers ;
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subscribers; and the most eminent physicians,
surgeons, and :ipothecaries attended the sick, &c.
gratis. An additional wing was voted to the
building, and the following statement * published :

“ Cured from 1st Jan. to 26th Dec. 1734 379
~ Discharged for non-attendance, most of

them supposed to be cured ~ 196
Dead - - - - 77
Discharged incurable - - 26
For jrregularities - - - 15
Discharged as improper objects - 4
Sent to Guy’s hospital - - 2
Patients in the house - - 87
Out-patients =~ - - - 50

Under the care of the house }n the whole 840

Receipts for the year 1784. £. s d.
Subscriptions from Oct. 19, 1733,

to Dec. 26, 1734 - 227_'1 5 6

Benefactions, ditto ditto 1859 11 0
o - GP————

4136 16 6

Disbursements 1734 2559 5 0%

Remainder 1577 11 5%

The necessity‘of Alms-houses, Hospitals, and,
in-short, every description of receptacles for the
miserable poor, was apparent to every friend of
humanity at this period ; and it is to the honour -

AN
Treasurer's statemént,

of
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of the then publick that the necessity was m a
great measure removed. The parish-officers were
universally negligent, and even the public papers
asserted, * That the present laws (those of 1735)
'are defective ; and that notwithstanding they 1m-
pose heavy burthens on parishes, yet the poor,
in most of them, are ill taken care of. 'That the
Iaws relating to the settlement of the poor, and
concerning vagrants, are very difficult to be exe-
cuted, ‘and chargeable in their execution, vexa-
tious to the poor, and of little advantage to the
publick, and ineffectual to promote the good
ends for which they are intended.” ¢

They proposed these remedies, -which -will at
least explain the deficiencies of the day :

“ That a public workhouse or workhouses,
hoepltal or hospitals, house or houses of correc-
tion, be established in proper places, and under
proper teulations, in each county.

¢ That in such: workhouses all poor persons
able to labour be set to work, who shall either be
sent thither, or come voluntarily for employment.

‘¢ ‘T'bat in such hospitals, foundlings, or other
poor children not having parents able to provide
for thém, be taken care of ; as also all poor per-
sons impotent or infirm.

¢ That in such houses of correction, all idle
and disorderly persons, vagrants, and such other
criminals as shall be thought proper, be confined
to hard labour.

“ That
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¢ That toward the charge of such workhouses,
hospitals, and houses of correction, each parish
be assessed or rated ; and that proper persons be
empowered to receive the money so to be assessed
or rated, when collected ; also all voluntary con-
tributions or collections, either given or made for
such purposes,” &ec. &e.

Whether Bancroft was influenced by having
viewed the state of the poor in the same light, or
whether he acted from an innate impulse of
charity, is of little importance at present; but it
is certain that his alms-houses were most oppor-
tunely erected in 1735, to supply part of the
wants of the community, on the ground at Mile-
end, where a fair was previously held. This
gentleman left 28,000/ to accomplish his inten-
tions; which were, that 24 houses should be
built for 24 aged men, a school-room for 100
poor boys, two houses for as many masters, and a
chapel, under the direction of the company of
Drapers *. ¢

A person who concealed his name gave, in
May, 1736, the sum of 1000/ to each of the
following charities: the Society for propagating
the Gospel in foreign parts; for the Augmenta-
tion of poor livings; and the Corporation of the
Sons of the Clergy ; with 500L. for the promotion
of Christian knowledge.

# See the view of this superb structure—Seymour’s
London. °

The
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The Prince of Wales sent the Lord Mayor
.,ool. in January 17357, to be applied i dis-
charging poor freemen from prison, by the pay-
ment of their debts and fees.

The governors and the publick at large had
enabled the conductors of the Small-pox hospital
(who at that time had two separate buildings for |
the purpose, the one at Islington, the other in
Cold Bath Fields) to receive 500 patients in six-
montbs, so long since as 1757. Those who have
seen the present elegant building at Battle-bridge,
will be aware of the excellent accommodations it
contains ; and those who have not are referred to
the view of it annexed.

In the year 1758, another pleasing act of be-
nevolence distinguished the natives of London,
under the title of “ an Asylum, or house of re-
fuge for orphans, and other deserted girls of the
poar within the bills of mortality, situated near,
\Vestmlmter-bndge on the Surrey side.” The
following notice appeared in the newspapers of
the above period :

“ The guardians of this charity (the intention
of which is to preserve poor friendless girls from'
ruin, and to render them useful members of the
community) have engaged three matrons: the
first to superintend the affairs of the house in
general ; the second a school-mistress to teach
reading, knitting, sewing, making linen, &ec.;
the third to pres1de in the. kitchen, and instruct

the
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the children in plain cookery, curing provisions,
pickling, and other branches of housewifery.

¢ The house will soon be prepared and fur-

nished for the reception of poor deserted girls,
from the age of eight to twelve years.
. “ As in the beginning of these institutions
considerable expences are necessarily incurred,
the guardians hope the benevolence of the publick
wil] be excited, to enable them effectually to
carry this laudable design into present execution ;
and to extend their plan hereafter as they shall
see occasion.” : _

This forcible appeal was by no means made in
vain; subscriptions followed immediately, and
the Asylum now flourishes in full vigour.

. The efforts of the humane at present, in at-

tempting to cure the ruptured poor, deserve every
commendation ; but it should at the same time
be remembered, that the community of 1759
were equally desirous of alleviating the sufferings
‘of the miserable. Mr. Lee, of Arundel-street,
surgeon, superintended the hospital at that pe-
riod ; and according to his statement to the com-
" mittee of subscribers, 60 men, women, and chil-
dren, and upwards of fifty soldiers, had been per-
fectly cured, without the loss of a single life,
from the day of its institution.

M. Paterson, secretary to a charitable fund,
gave the following aceount of it in a letter to the
editor of the London Chronicle, April 21, 1759-

VOL. I. E T« Sw,
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« Sir, _
¢¢ The distressed circumstances in which many
of, our inferior Clergy necessarily leave their nu-
merous families, induced the piety of our ances-
‘tors to establish a Corporation for their relief; in
aid of which, the stewards of the feast of the
Sons of the Clergy have promoted an annual col-
lection for putting some of their helpless orphans
apprentices to reputable trades. But there being
still wanting a fund for the maintenance and edu-
cation of these poor children in their more help-
less ‘infant state; some gentlemen in the year
1749, formed themselves into a Society for rais-
ing such a fund by a small anpual subscription,
and for seeing it faithfully applied to this very
“humane and necessary purpose.

« The Society’s income, small as it* has hi-
therto proved, yet not being burthened with sala-
ries of any kind, has enabled them in the course
of nine years, to take care of 28 boys, selected
out of the most numerous and distressed families
that applied,

“ Of these, 13 have been placed out appren-
tices, and to the remaining number the Society
have agreed to add two, besides filling up the
vacancies that will happen, by the placing out of
others who are now properly qualified.

“ The Society’s general account at their last
audit in February, stood as-follows:

¢ Total
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¢ Total receipts 9717 15s. 6d. Disbursements,
for schooling and maintenance, 713l. 11s. 6d.
Children’s travelling charges 32/. 15s. 10d. Print-
ing 62l 12s. 6d. Balance in the Treasurer's
hands 162l. 16s. 84. ‘

% The Society’s circumstances have hitherto
prevented them from extending their care to the
poor girls, whose situation, no doubt, is full as
deserving of compassion; but this they hope the
benevolence of other well-wishers to the Church
of England will soon enable them to do; and in
the plan and management of this branch of the
Charity, they shall be glad of the advice and
assistance of the ladies.

¢« Several Bishops and other persons of rank of
both sexes have been pleased to approve of the
design and conduct of the Society, and to honour
the subscription with their names.

Joun Paterson, Sec.
 Mr. Hayter (treasurer) desires I will, in hig
name, acknowledge the receipt of a bank-note for
20/. sent in a penny-post letter signed P. Q. R.
and also of one gninea sent in the name of E. B.
for the benefit of the above charity.”

A fire attended with many distressing circum-
stances occurred in King-street, Covent-garden,
at the close of 1759, in consequence of which the
managers of the Theatre there granted the syf-
ferers a benefit, when every person employed on
the occasion - gave their salarigs for the night

E2 . cheer-
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cheerfully. - The produce of dnother at Drury-
lane was 230,

A subscription in imitation of that which took
place in 1745 for rewarding the soldiers with
morney and clothing who assisted in suppressing
the Rebellion, distinguished the winter of 1760 ;
‘and a very considerable sum was ‘obtained -for
those then in the field.

Another subscription, far more disinterested,
amounting to 1782/ 17s. 3d. in January 1760,
'was intended for the relief of French prisoners.
As the prologue spoken at the Drury-lane bene-
fit alludes to ecach of the above traits of. national
benevolence, I think, the reader will pardon its
insertion.

«« Cowards to cruelty are still inclin’d,
But generous pity fills each Briton’s mind.
Bounteous-as brave; and though their hearts are
steel'd
With native intrepidity, they yiéld
To Charity’s soft impulse : this their praise,
"The proud to humble, and th’ oppress'd to raise:
‘Nor partial limits can their bounty know ;—
It aids the helpless alien, though a'foe.
Hear this, ye French, who urge the insidious
‘strife
That arms the Indian-with the murdering knife ;
Who, toyour foes léss cruel, leave your own
Starving in sad captivity to groan,
Think
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Think of th’ inbuman:policy-—and then
Coufess, ye fight not, nor ye feel, like men.
Britons, this night your kind compassion flows
For near-felt mis'ries and domestic woes ;
The dire distress with horror we recall ;——
"T'was death, ’twas dreadful devastation all,
.The slecpers were alarm’d with wild dismay,
As lull'd in calm security they lay ;
‘While each perhaps in dreams forgot his pains,
And fondly counted o'er his honest gains.
But oh! the poor mechanic, scarce with life
Himself escap'd, his children and his wife,
Cold, naked, hungry, whither can they roam,
No friend to succour, and without a home?
Their little all with sorrow they survive,.
And hardly deem it mercy, that they live.
Your tender care their present wants supplies,
And gives to industry new means to rise;;
Nor needed yet this bounteous act to prove
Your wide humanity, and social love ;
All, all who want it, your protection find ;
For DBritons are the friends of all mankind.”
The continued rains of May 1761 had almost
.ruined the haymakers assembled near the Metro-
polis, and compelled them to enter it as suitors
for charity, which they received to the amount
of 16/, 12s. from the Merchants on Change spon-
taneously. 129 persons shared the above sum.
In a work of this description the thoughts of
respectable writers cannot but be acceptable; one
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of those observed, in July 1761, ¢ that parish
charges (were) every where justly complained of ;
but how insupportable’ would they be, were it
not for the hospitals erected in the Metropolis,
and of late in several county towns, which, so
far as they extend, for they go no farther than to
relieve suclhi sick or lame poor as there 1s a pro-
bability of curing, are of infinite use, not only to
London and the county towns, but to the coun-
try for many miles around them.

. In St. Bartholomew's hospital, in the year
1760, there were 3,539 in-patients cured. ‘The
number of in-patients in that hospital at that
time is 405, and in Guy's apd St. Thomas’s
about 400 in each. Supposing the numbers of
m-patxents cured in the two last to be the same,
therefore, with thatin St. Bartholomew's hospi-
tal, the total in the three will be 10,617 : add to
these, the number cured in the hospitals at Hyde-
park corner and ‘Westminster, the London In-
firmary, the Middlesex, Small-pox, Bethlehem,
and other bospitals'in London, and they will
amount to 15,000 at least. Add to this number
the patients cured in the hospitals at Winehester,
Bath, Bristol, Newcastle, Shrewsbury, North-
ampton, Liverpool, and the two hospitals at
Exeter ; I think there are fourteen of them out
of London in different counties; and I believe I
shall not exceed when I put the whole number,
inc]uding those at Londen, at 20,000. All these

are
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are entirely mairitained, and do nothing towards
a subsistence; except that in some houses, those
who are tolerably. well assist in cleaning the house,
making the beds, &c.

“ And it is very observable, that these hospi-
tals for the sustenance and relief of the sick and
lame poor have all of them been founded (St.
Bartholomew’s, St. Thomas’s, &c. excepted)

"within these forty years: Hyde-park hospital was

founded in 1733.

“ The London hospitals are so many and
larf‘ge, and under such prudent management, that
scarce any persons are so destitute of friends, but
they can procure admittance into one or other of
them. In this; as in all other instances, Provi~
dence seems to have proportioned the quantity of
pity and compassion to the real wants and dis-
tresses of the indigent.”

There are numbers of well-disposed persons
who would contribute to the sypport of charita-
ble institutions, were they introduced to their
notice in a manner congenial to the bent of their
inclination. A man of a grave and sédentary turn
of mind may be prevailed upon by a tale of
distress to open his purse, but similar methods
will not succeed with the bon vivant ; full of life
and spirit, he drives care from him by every arti-
fice in his power; and yet the governqrs of our
hospitals and benevolent foundations have con-

trived

-~
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trived a trap for him, and he cheerfully catches
at the bait.—Ecce signum !

ﬂ[agdalén-lzouse charity, Prescot-street,
Goodman's-fields, Feb. 10, 1762.

 The anniversary feast of the Governors of

this Charity will be held on Thursday, the 18th

of March next, at Drapers-hall, in Throgmorton-

street; after a Sermon.to be preached at the

parish church of St. George’s, Hanover-square,

" before the Right honourable the earl of Hertford,

president, the vice-presidents, tréasurer, and go-
vernors of this Charity, by the Rev, William
Dodd, A. M. chaplain to the bishop of St. Da-
vid's. Prayers will begin at 11 o'clock precisely.
“ dnd dinner will be on the table at three
o'clock. '

« N.B. A Te Deum composed by Mr. Han-
del, for the late duke of Chandos's chapel, with
Jubilate and other Anthems, will be performed
by Mr. Beard, and a proper band of the best
performers, both vocal and instrumental.

¢ Tickets for the feast may be had at the fol-
lowifig places at five shillings each,” &c. &e. |

? The readers of the newspapers of our day will
thus perceive that Solomon was right in saying,
¢ there is nothing new under the Sun * from -the
sbove bour, nay long before, conviviality and
charity have coalesced. -Dinners, and collections
after dinners, when the mind generously dilates,

have
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have relieved thousgnds from the deepest misery;
and I hope this mode of filling the chasms ‘of
more disinterested benevolence will prevail till
such methods are unnecessary.

An occurrence happened in 1762, which places
the humanity of his present Majesty in a very
amiable point of view. A female infant had been
left in ,one of the courts of the palace of St.
James's ; some of the officers in waiting sent it to
the overseers of St. Martin's parish, who, with
those of St. Margaret's afterwards applied to, re-
fused to receive the child under the plea that the
palace was an independent jurisdiction. When
the King heard of the circumstance, he immedi-
ately ordered that a nurse should be provided,
‘and the fortanate orphan was subsequently
honoured with the name of Georgiana Charlotta
Sophia.

The City of London LymO-m hospital, esta-
blished many years past, has_served as a pattern
for several others in various parts of the Metro-
polis. From the date of its commencement to
1762, 8655 married women had been received,
43 of whom were delivered of twins, and one of
three children ; including which, 1896 male and
1806 female infants were indebted for life to this
- 'humane establishment ?

* London Chronicle,
Collections
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Collections have been frequently ‘made during
severe weather, or on some particularly distress-
ing occasion, from door to door in the various
‘parishes within the bills of mortality, and con-
siderable sums obtained. In the winter of 1763,
the inhabitants of St. Anne’s, Westminster, gave
1691. 15s. 3d. the Princess dowager of Wales
1007. and the duke of York 50l. to the poor not
relieved by the regular assessments. Nor was this
a solitary instance of generosity, as the duke of
Newcastle gave above 400l. to different places at
the same period; and the rich parish of St.
James’s relieved 1200 persons with gifts of money
and coals.

Though so much had been done to, prevent
the calamities of poverty, wretchedness prevailed
in places where benevolence could not imagine it
existed. Garrets irt retired alleys and lanes al-
ways afford inmates in the last stages of disease
and starvation ; and the instances that mlght be
adduced would prove very distressing in the ree
cital; but that supposed empty lLouses should con-
tain wretches expiring 'with want, was beyond
the imagination of the most exalted charity ; and
yet the following melancholy .fact actually occur-
red in November 1763, the narrative of which
may serve as a hint tg overseers, whose duty.
it is, I shpuld conceive, to prevent actual death

through want in their respective districts. |
‘A Mr.
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A Mr. Stephens, of Fleet-market, was com-
missioned to shew some empty houses in Stone-
cutter-street intended for sale, and one day ac-
companied a gentleman to them, who had
thoughts of purchasing the estate on which they
were sxtuated On entering a room on the first
floor, an object of horror attracted their attention,
a naked femalé corpse! Stephens, alarmed be-
yond expression, fled from the scene; but the
other more courageous ascended to the next floor,
Where he was soon after joined by his terrified
attendant, and they discovered a ‘second and a
third woman dead, and nearly destitute of cloth-
ing ; pursuing this dreadful research, they found
in the upper story two women, and a girl about
eighteen years. of age, one of whom, and the
latter, appeared emaciated beyond description,
but their companion in misery was in better con-
dition. Prudence and humanity dictated that an
examination should take placg as to the cause of
so singular and dreadful an occurrence; ‘in conse-
quencel, the survivors were taken into custody,
and the ensuing particulars were related by them
before the Coroner and his Jury.

¢ It 4ppeared on the inquisition, from the
evidence of Elizabeth Stanton, one of these wo-
men, that on the Wednesday preceding the in-
quiry she came from Westminster, and being in
want of lodging, strolled to this house, and laid
herself down on the ground-floor, where she saw

.nobody ;
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aobody ; that about eleven that evening the wo-
man in good condition (Elizabeth Pattent) a
stranger to her, came into the room where she
{Stanton) had laid herself down, and by treading
on her awakened her, at the same time time cry-
ing out ¢ Who is there?” 'To which Stanton re-
plied, ¢ No person that will hurt you, for that
she was going away in the morning’ Pattent
therefore advised her to go up to the garret with
her, which she did, and stayed there all, that
'night, and the following day and night, and
until she was taken into custody in the garret
upon the above discovery.

“ Pattent, being out of place, attended the
Fleet-market as a basket-woman ; where she,be-
came acquainted-with the deceased women, who
were basket-women, and both known by no
.other names than Bet. Pattent, being destitute
of lodging, was recommended to this ruinous
-house by the deceased women, who had lived,
or rather starved, there for some time, Dattent,
in the day-time, used to go to her late mistress’s,
who kept.a Cook’s-shop in King-street, West-
-minster, and worked for her victuals, and lodged

" in this house at night, where she continued till
she was taken into custody. About the middle
of the week preceding the inquisition, the .de-
ceased women were takerrill; and on Saturday
the 12th instant, Pattent pawned her apron for
sixpence, and bought some beef and plumb-pud-

ding
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ding at a Cook’s-shop in Shoe-lane, and both the
deceased women on Saturday and -Sunday ate
heartily thereof, and on Sunday night she heard
the deceased women groan. One had the itch,
and the other a- fever; and, being fearful of
catching the one or the other, she did not go to
them any more; nor did she know of their

deaths till taken into custody. ,
¢¢ Elizabeth Surman, the girl, was the daugh-
ter of a deceased Jeweller, in Bell-alley, Cole-
man-street ; her parents died when she was about
six years of age, and she was taken care of by
Mys. Jones, a next door neighbour, with whom
she lived. about four years; Mrs. Jones then
dying, Surman was left destitute ; and on being
informed she could get employment in Spital-
fields, she .-went there, and assisted a woman in
winding quills, but she retiring into the country,
Surman was again left destitute; however, she
found employment in Spital-fields market, with
Mrs. Bennet, in winding silk, but, not pleasing
her, was discharged in a week. She then went
to Mrs.- Roach’s in that market, who took 1in
washing and nursed children, where Surman con-
tinued six years; and until she was taken ill, on
which account she was discharged her service. She
then went to the churchwarden of the parish where
her father had been housekeeper many years, to
desire velief; but ke refused, without so muck as
expostu-
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expostulating with her about her legal settle-
ment, or informing her that ske had gained ‘a
settlement by servitude. She being very ill and
weak, lay all night at the churchwarden’s doov,
but it had no effect on him; and this girl was
“obliged to lie about in the streets, until she was in-
formed of this empty house, where she lay every
night for near two months; the deceased women
being there when she came, and both then lying
on straw in the two pair of stairs room. For the
first week of Surman’s being there, she lay in the
room with them on straw, all which week she
was il wiﬂz an ague, and had no sustenance
whatever ; that then Elizabeth Pattent relieved
ker; and as Surman grew better, she went
abroad and received alms, returning at night,
and delivering her money to Pattent, who bought
her victuals. Surman was afterwards received
into St.. Andrew’s workhouse, where she con-
tinued a week ; and, about a fortnight ago, she
_returned to this empty house, and lodged in the
‘garret 5 and being very ill, was assisted by Pat-
tent, and for the last fortnight was not out of
the garret till last Friday, when she, with the
two other women, were found in the garret, and
taken into custody, and never saw or heard, all
that time, any thing of the deceased women till
she was apprehended.
¢ On Pattent’s being interrogated with respect
to the woman's being stripped. naked and selling
her
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her cloaths, she strictly denied knowing any
thing of it; alledging, that as they all entered
the house at the cellar, and she being mostly out
in the day-time, and attending the poor girl at
night, other persons might strip the deceased un-
known to her.

« There were no marks of violence about the
deceased women, but they appeared as if starved.

« The Jury, were well satisfied with the ac-
count they had received from their most deplora-
ble evidence. The Coroner gave them some
money ; and the Jury ordered’ them ‘a supper,
and that care might be taken of them in the
Casualty-hguse.”

These pitiable objects, worthy of a far better
fate, who starved rather than they would steal,
and met death sunounded with tenfold terrors,
supported by pure consciences, deserve statues to
their memory; nay,. Pattent would have done
honour to Roman virtue, who worked the day
through for a miserable subsiStence, and passed
the night in watchéng and relieving the. sick—
and yet I should be afraid to know the sequel of
her eventful story. Is it not shocking to think
on this catastrophe, when we reflect how many
would have contributed to the relief of this family
of misery, had they known their wants, when
advertisements for relief daily appeared from the
distressed and were successful. Even at the mo-

ment they were dying a thousand lingering
deaths
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deaths through every possible privation, Catha-
rine Shaw, a widow, with seven children and.a
mother, acknoWledged'tlle bounty of the publick
in the receipt of 191/. 13s. 9d. and presentations
to Christ’s hospital for two of her boys.

The Marine Society, mentioned in  Londi-
nium Redivivum,” relieved 293 youths @ second
time in 1763. These lads, rescued originally from
ruin, and sent by the Society into the King's
service, were discharged on the conclusion of
peace; when they apprenticed 15 to fishermen,
71 to trades, 17 to manufacturers, 6 to public-
houses, 29 to the merchant’s service, 80 to naval
officers for three &ears, one to agriculture, ang
nine to water and lightermen ; assisted 17 to pro-
cure masters, sent 29 to their friends, and 21

provided for themselves.
The unfavourable weather which occurred in

July 1764, did infinite damagg to the grain near
London ; and a hail-storm that fell on the 23d
injured the inferior farmers' property to the
amount of 4864/ in Middlesex only.: the bene-
volent inhabitants of the Metropolis, touched
with their misfortunes, opened a subscription,
and restored their losses *.

A second scene of wretchedness and distress
attracted commiseration in the above year, for
certain Germans; who, deceived by splendid offers

* London Chronicle.

of
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of prosperity provided they emigrated to Ame-
rica, were left by their inhuman deceivers to
perish in the neighbourhood of London, becausé
they found some deficiencies in their own calcu-
Iations of profit. Such was the miserable situa-
tion of those poor Palatines, that they actually
lay in the fields near Bow, where, it is- assertgd,
they had not eaten for two days previous to the
following generous act recorded of a baker, who
should have been a Prince. This worthy man
(whose name has unfortunately not been men-
tioned) passing along the road near the Germans
with his basket on his shoulder, containing 28
two-penny loaves, perceiving their forlorn situa-,
tion, threw it down, and observed, that his cus-
tomers must fast a little longer that day, and im-
medviately distributed the bread, for no other re-
turn than signs of gratitude and tears of joy.
This affecting circumstance - is the first intima-
tion the pubhcl\ received of their sitiation ; but
Mr. Wachsel, Minister of the German Lutheran
church, in Little Ayliffe-street, Goodman’s-fields,
thus addressed the publick immediately after-
wards, through the medium of the newspapers :
“ I hope you will permit me, by means of
your paper, to inform' those who have the power
to redress it, of the very deplorable situation of
the poor unhappy Pahtmes, lately arrived pere
from Germany. They are in number, men, wo-
t‘ncrx, and children, about six Aundred, consisting
VoL, L. F of
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of ‘Wurtzburghers and Palatines, all Protestants;
and ‘were brought hither from their native coun-
try by a German officer, with a promise of being
sent to settle, at his own expence, in the Island
of St. John and Le Croix, in America; but by ina-
bility he has been qbliged to decline the under-
taking ; so that, instead of their being shipped
off for those places, some of them have lain dur--
ing the late heavy rains, and are now lying, in
the open fields adjacent to this Metropolis, with-
out covering, without mwoney, and, in short,
‘without the common necessaries of life; others
lie languishing under the complicated evils ‘of
sickness and extreme want, at the Statute-hall
in Goodman’s-fields; and more than 200 remain
on board the ship which brought them over, on
account of their passage not being paid for, where
they are perishing for food, and rotting in filth
and nastiness. . Collections have been made at
the German éhthes and chapels here, several
times, to afford them some relief; but as the
number of these poor creatures is so considerable,
it 1s impossible, by such means, to furnish them
with a regular and continued supply, adequate to
their wants; so that, unless some provision is
very speedily made for them, they must inevita-
bly perish. These unfortunate people would
think themselves inexpressibly happy, if the
English Government would be graciously pleased
to take them under its protection ; to allow them,

for
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for the present, soine ground to lie on; tents to.
cover them ; and any manner of subsistence, till
‘it shall be thought proper to ship them off, and
settle them in any of the English colonies in
America; where, I doubt not, they will give
their protectors and benefactors constant proofs
of their affection and gratitude for such kindness,
by behaving as becometh honest,. mdustnous,
ahd dutiful subjects to the British government.
I take the liberty of thus expressing the hopes
and wishes of these wretched beings,. as they
have mno friend to intercede for them who has
interest sufficient for such an undertaking, or
even a knowledge of the proper method of appli-
cation.’

 That their distresses are unutterably greaf,
I myself have been too often a mournful witness
of, in my attendance on them to administer the
duties of my function; with one instance of
which I shall conclude this melancltoly detail.
One of the poor women was seized with the pangs
of labour in the open fields, and was delivered .
by the ignorant people about her in the best
manner they were able; but, from the injury
the tender infant received in the operation, it
died soon after I had baptized it ; and the wretched
mother, after receiving the Sacrament at ‘my
hands, expired from the want of proper care and
hecessaries suitable to her afflicting and truly la~

mentable condition.
F2 « That
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% That the Almighty may, of his- infinite
mercy, incline the hearts of the great and good
of this Kingdom, distinguished for its charity
and hospitality, to take under their protection.
these their unhappy fellow Christians, who did
not intrude themselves into this country, but
were invited hither, and send them whitherso-
ever they in their wisdom and goodness shall
think proper, is the most ardent prayer of

G. A. WacHsgL.”

A subscription was opened at Batson’s Coffee-~
house, where eight hundred pounds was instantly
subscribed ; and Government, fully impressed
with the urgency of the case, immediately sent
100 tents and other necessaries from the Tower.
On the following Sunday 120/ was collected at
Whltechapel-church and_ several other parlshes
followed this niost ur gent example; but one un-

known good Samaritan sent Mr. Wachsel an 100/,
bank note, who soon after addressed the Editors
of the Newspapers with the following welcome

information ;
¢ As I have twice solicited the attention of the
‘publlck through your paper’'in regard to the Ger~
man Emigrants, give me leave now to inform,
- those beloved servants of the Lord, of every rank,
who so cheerfully fulfilled the will of their Diy,
vine Master, in kindly receiving, feeding, cloth-,
ing, and visiting these poor strangers, that the
remainder, of them on the 6th instant (Novgmber
1764),
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17647, “feff “this Christian 'l'losf)it'{ble shore, to
settle in America, on the spot assigned them by

'the bounty of- “the gmcmus Ruler of this happy
.realm.. For'all which extraordinary and unparal-
lefed "instances of beneficence, and likewise for
‘the atténtion paid to them’ by the most worthy
-gentlemen of the Commlttee, who not only gene-
rous1y contributed to their relief, but have “also
been 1ndefa‘twably employed in conducting ‘this
<charity with the utmost wisdom and integrity,
my warmest and most respectful thanks, as well
as those of my poor brethren, are too mean a
tribute. But, though they earnestly entreated
mé to convey their humble and sincere acknow-
ledgments to their very humane and geneyous
Dbenefactors, it is out of the power of language
justly’ todescribe their grateful feelings on this
veeasion: 1 am, however, confident, that the
remembrance of the benefits so seasonably and
liberally bestowed on them will remiin on their
minds to the latest period of their existence; and
that they will seize every opportunity of testify-
ing their gratitude to this nation.

" ¢ ] have been applied to by anonymous let-
ters, complaining of the delay of the promised
accéount of receipts and disbursements; to which
I take this opportunity of replying, that when
‘the  gentlemen subscribers, after the publica-
tion of my first letter, had formed themselves
Intsvw Coitimitte¢ for the ‘management of this

Charity,
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Charity, I gave into their hands an aceount of
what I had received and expended before their
establishment; and to them I have paid all the
ronies since received by me, &c. &e.

G, A. Wacnser.”

‘The King sent 300/, to the Committee alluded
to by the indefatigable Wachsel, wht\)' exerted
themselves with the utmost, perseverance, in pro.
viding food and ether necessaries, while the
Minister read prayers and preached daily ‘before
_the Palatines, in addition to his other unwearied
exertions in their favour. After the more imme-
diate attentions had been paid to their wants, the
Committee determined to petition the King, that
_.he would be pleased to grant the Germans lands
ir_l‘somg of the American provinces; which they
had ‘no sooner dones than they were informed
land in South Carolina should be appropriated
for that purpose, ‘and that they would be allowed
150 stand-of arms to be used by them on their
settlements for defence from the Indians and for,
huntiag. Upon this favourable result, the Com-
mittee agreed with certain ship-owners to con-
vey the objects of their care to the place of their
destination, on the following liberal terms:

“ Two ships of not less than 200 tons each,
,and to carry no morg than 200 persons in each
ship, to be ready to sail in ten days: the neces-
saries to be provided were, one pound of bread
of sixteen ounces for each person, men, wamen,
' and
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arid children, every day; one man, one woman,
and three children to a mess: Sunday, for each
mess, a piece of beef of four pounds, flour three
pounds, fruit or suet half a pound, and a quart
of pease. Monday, stock-fish three pounds, but-
ter one pound, cheese one pound, potatoes three
pounds. Tuesday, two pieces of pork six pounds,
rice two pounds. Wednesday, grits five pounds,
butter two pounds, cheese two pounds. Thurs-
day, the same as Sunday, onIy potatoes mstead
of pease. Friday, grey pease two quarts, butter.
two pounds, cheese two pounds. Saturday, flour
three pounds, fruit half a pound, potatoes two
pounds, butter two pounds, and cheese ‘two
pounds. Sufficient of vinegar, pepper, and salt
every day; aton of watet for every three per-
sons ; six quarts of good ship beer each mess, for
the first three weeks; and for the remainder of
the toyage, a pint of British spirits each days
medicines, and a doctor to «ach ship, provided
by the Committee.

 Half -the freight to be paid before satling
from Gravesend, the other moiety at their deli-
very at South Carolina, deducting one half of the
second payment for every person that dies on
their passage: all that exceed fourteen years on
the first of September, to be deemed whole pas-
sengers ; all under two to be deemed as one pas-
senger. Security 1s required for the exact per-
formance of the above contract.” »

On
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On Saturday, October 6, the Germans left
their tents, to embark on board of lighters which
were to convey them to Blackwall, attended by
the Treasurer and several gentlemen of the Com-
mittee.

The parting between those poor people and
“their guardian Wachsel was exceedingly affect-
ing; nor were their expressions of gratitude to
the inhabitants of London less fervent, who ac-
companied them in crowds in béats, admiring
the devotion with which they sung various hymns
on their way.

. One detestable act disgraced this dignified
scene of disinterested Charity, which seems al-
most beyond credibility, and yet it is certainly a
fact ; the Committee had filled four tents with
clothing, which were guarded by children dur-
ing the time their parents were attending Divine
Service; at that critical moment, several wreiches
decoyed the guards away by a distribution of
half-pence to buy cakes, and immediately stole
every article worth conveyance.

The above splendid @ra in the annals of Cha-
rity was equally distinguished by the exertions
of other individuals, who obtained large sums by
contribytions from the publick, with-which they
relieved 4931 persons whg had been compelled
to pawn their clothes, and other necessary arti-
cles, to supply the deficiencies in their earnings,
through the decline of the Silk manufactory in

Spital-
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Spitalfields.: I am, however, sorry to add that
the conduct of those artizans did not in the least
resemble that of the Germans; clamorous assem-
blies’ of men, women, and children, under tur-
bulent leaders, with a black flag carried before
them, . approached the Royal residence of* St.
James's; where, disappointed - of meeting the
King, many of the most violent presumed to fol-
low: his Majesty to Richmond. with a petition,
which certainly ought to have been presented to
the House of Commons through the medium of
a Member; others met in Old P’alace-yard, where
they obstructed the passage of the Peers, and
were only prevented from committing acts of vio-
lence by a party of guards. Thus disappointed
of their aim, they spread in various directions,
and almost filled Bloomsbury-square in defiance
of parties of horse and foot soldiers sent to keep
the peace. After suffering seéveral severe injuries,
self-committed by pressure, they returned to-
wards home ; but in their way broke all Messrs.
Carr and Co.’s windows on Ludgate-hill, and
would have done other damage, had not a patrole
of grenadier guards interfered and dispersed them ;
but, as this article should be wholly devoted to
the peaceful operations of benevolence, I must
refer the reader to ¢ Popular Tumults,” for the
remainder of the event.

The King gave 1000/. to the sufferers by a fire
in Bishopsgate-street, London, in November
1765 ; and the Society of Quakers 500/

.During
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‘Dusing the severity of the winter of 1767-5,
a great deal was done for the relief of the poor,
particularly in the following instances: Earl
Percy gave 400/, ; 200/ was collected at Almack’s ;
Daniel Giles, esq. distributed 20 chaldrons of
couls; the Archbishop of Canterbury gave 5s. 3d.
each, to upwards of 200 watermen of Lambeth ;
the Lord Mayor hatd 50 pounds of becf boiled
every day, and distributed. it and the brothfrom
it; an unknown person released 26 prisoners from
the Poultry, and others from Wood-street, con-
fined for debts between forty shillings and six
pounds, and each regeived thirty shillings, the
surplus of the cash sent; besides these gene-
rous acts, large sums were collected in various
parishes, and, the Que,‘\en gave 300L under a
feigned name, through the hands of Pr. 1Ll *,

Sir John Fielding, long celebrated for his acti-
vity as the supreme‘ director of the Police West-
ward of lemple-ba} thus addressed the publick

m March 17

“ The w orthy and ingenious Mr. \elson, na
book, intituled, ¢ An Address to Persons of Qua-
ity and Estate,’ relative to the different methods
of doing good, scems from the benevelence of his
-mind, and from that rich fountsin of humanity
m his heart, to have furnished hints for almost’
all the cliarities which have becn establislied since
his tixpe ; and, indced, from the present number

London Chronicle.
of
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of them, one should imagine, that scarce a distress
could arise’to the poor, but there is an hospital,
infirmary, or asylum to relieve; yet, alas, how
short-sighted is the eye cf man! for, behold a
new Charity makes its appearance, of a most
striking nature indeed ; namely, a Dispensary for
the benefit of the infants of the industrious poor ;
and how objects so essential to the community
should have been so long overlooked by the in-
genious aud benevolent, is very surprising. The
fate of those children that have fallen to the lot
of workhouses in their tender state, has been
proved, beyond contradiction, to have been dread-
ful to the last degree; few, indeed, of such lives
having been preserved. For this evil some reme-
dies have been provided by law, which, I hope
2 God, may prove effectual. The nextclass of dis-
tressed objects of this kind are, the infants of the
industnous\poor, who, being careful and tempe-
rate, have frequently large,families,” which they
may indeed subsist, but humbers of these sort of
children are precipitately snatched from the fond
mother's embrace by sudden diseases, which the
poverty and the ignorance of the parent render
them incapable of contending with. The lives of
children hang on a slender thread, and their dis-
eases, though few, require immediate and able
pssistance : behold then Armstrong’s Dispensary”
opening its bosom for the relief of these tender

patients |
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patients ! It seems a work of supererogation to
recommend such a charity as this; it speaks for
itself, and needs but to be considered to be en-.
cburaged ; and to the mother’s breast it speaks a
feeling language indeed ; for the experience that
may be acquired in the knowledge and cure of
diseases mcident to children, by this institution,
-may be the happy means of preserving heirs to
- many valuable families, and of preventing much
. of 'that sorrow which swells the mother’s heart
.when the little object of her affection is snatched
«from, her tender aims.
« J. FreLpixe.
f:'The remarkable success hitherto experienced
In treating the little patients, as appears from the
account 'published. after the meetings of the Com-
miftee, must doubtless be no small recommenda-
tion of this charity.”

- This Dispensary, calculated for infants only,
was accompanied bv a plan (separately recom-
mended by Mr. Daniel Sutton) for the eradica-
tion of the Small-pox by inoculation, at receiving-
houses in various parts of the Metropolis. The
latter, however, appears to have been the -most
suceessful application to the feelingd of the pub-
liek, as I believe amongst the numerous Dispen-
-saries, which at present do_honour to Loﬁdon,
there is not ane appropriated exclisively to chil-
-dren; nor is it necessary when relief is afforded

at
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at all to every description of. disease in’ either in-
fants or adults.

The excellent Institution for the relief of per-.
- sons confined for Small Debts, which originated
~ from the active mind of the late unfortupate Dr.
Dodd, and which has been continued to the pre-
sent moment, -principally through the exertions
of Mr. Neild, gave the following flattering ac-
count of their success, even in the infancy of the’
undertaking, Jan. 1773: 535 persons discharged,
together with 245 wives and 1496 children,
amounting in all to 2276 souls relieved by means
of the public humanity.” :

An Act was passed in 1773, for the better re-
gulation of Lying-in hospitals and other places of,
reception for pregnant women, amd to provide
for the safety of illegitimate children born within.
them; a clause of which enacts, ¢ That from,
and after. the first day of November, 1773, no
hospital .or place shall be established, used, or
appropriated, or continue to be used or appro-
priated, for the public reception of pregnant wo-
men, under public or private support, regula-
tion, and management, in any parish in England,
unless a licence shall be first had and obtained, in
manner therein-mentioned, from the Justices of:
the Peace at some one of their General Quarter
Sessions to be held for the County, Riding, Di-
vision, City, or Corporation, wherein such hos-
Pital or place shall be situated.”: -

Oune
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One'of the most singular methods of obtaining |
charity perhaps ever adopted, occurred in Janu~
ary 1774. The severity of the weather had ren-
dered navigable canals useless; and with athers,
those of Oxford and Coventry ; consequently the
persons employed on them were distressed for
want of employment. Eighteen of the sufferers
obtained a waggon, which a gentleman of Wil-
Toughby generously filled with the best coals; and
thus furnished, they harnessed themselves to the
vehicle, and set off from Bedworth in Warwick-
shire to draw it to St. James’s, there to present
the coals to the King. ‘The oddity of their con-
trivance proved highly beneficial to them on their
road ; and when they arrived at the Palace, the
Board of Green-cloth ordered them twenty gui-
neas, but refused the coals, which were disposed
of, and the produce greatly augmented by gifts
from numbers of persons who witnessed the exer-
tions of these human drafts-men *.

Several instances have been already given of
individuals endeavouring to alleviate the calami-
ties arising from the resentment of inexorable
creditors, by the discharge of the debts which
excited it. Every possible praise is certainly due
to those philanthropists ; nor is the Society just
mentioned less deserving of the thanks of the.
community ; but their’s is an Herculean labour,

* Londen Chronicle,
and
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and 2 sum equal. to the revenues of a state would
be little more than sufficient to accomplish the
release of al] entitled to commiseration. Im-
pressed with similar sentiments, John Howard,
esq. determined to explore the various ptisons in
Fngland, and indeed throughout Europe, not so
much with a view tb discharge captives, as to ren-
der them the most essential service while such,
Ly exposing their unwarranted sufferings, inflicted
in defiance of the dictates of humanity, and evén
coutrary to law. Ifis labours in this pursuit, his
disregard of opposition, his manly reprobation of
oppression to the oppressor, disdain of personal
danger fronr vindictive revenge and disease, -his
death, and the houvours decreed him by public
bodies and public gratitude, are all fresh in the
memories-of my readers: I shall therefore merely
quote his own words in explanation of his inten-
tions, when they were perhaps not fully developed
to himself.

“¢ To the Publisher of the London Chronicle.
“ Mr. WiLKIE, Cardington, Mareh 6, 177 4.
“ The account T gave before the House of the
state of Gaols being somewhat misrepresented'in
the papers, I must beg the favour in your next to

set it right.

“Iam, Sir, &c. Jaux Howarp.
“ I informed the House that I had trayelled
3nd seen 38 out of the 42 gacls in ‘the I:exxg cir-
cuit,
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“euit, I;esidés others, as Bristol, Ely, Litchfield,
&ec.: that those I had not seen in the circuit, n
a few days I should set out to visit them: that I
released a person out of Norwich City gaol, who
had been confined five weeks for the gaoler’s fee
of 13s. 4d.: that’at Launceston the keeper, deputy
keeper, and ten out of eleven prisoners, lay ill of
the gaol distempeér; at Monmouth, last Wednes- -
day se’night, ,the keeper lay dangerodsly il, and
three of the prisoners were ill; at Oxford, eleven
died last year of the small-pox.

“ That as to fees, those in the Western coun-
ties were highest, as at Dorchester, 14 3s. 9.
Winchester, 17 7s. 4d. Salisbury, 11 6s. 4d.:
but in the courity of York only 9s.

* ¢ 'That the gaols were generally close and con-
fined, the felons wards nasty, dirty, confined, and
unhealthy. That even York-castle, which to a
superficial viewer might be thought a very fine
gaol, I thought quite otherwise; with regard to
felons their wards were durk, dirty, and small,
no way proportloned to the number of unhappy
persons confined there. Many others are the
same ; as Gloucester, Warwick, Hereford, Sus-
sex, &c. The latter had not for felons, or even
for debtors, at their county gaol at Horsham, the
least outlet; but the poor, unhappy creatures’
were ever confinéd within doors without the least
breath of fresh air.

1 vas
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% I wis asked my reasons for visiting the gacls?.
{ answered, I had seen-and heard the distress of
gaols; and had au earnest desire to relieve it iy
my own district as well as others. It wag then
asked me, if it was done at my own expence? |
answered, undoubtedly. Sowne conversation passed
relative to gaolers taking off their prisoners irons;
‘but that was private, and not at the bar of the
House,

¢ The abowve a¢count, including that of garnish;
which was from 3 and 4s. to 8s. which I said wag
a cruel custom, ‘and connived at and permitted
by gaolers, was the whole of what passed at the
House as to myself, except the great honour they
did me in their thavks wem. con.” .

This true Patriot. addresscd the printer a second
time, March. 7, in the sama ycar.

“ Sir, .

« 1 shall set, off for the gaals in Westmoreland,
Cumberland, and Northumbgrlund, next M_un‘.-
day, and also visit again some hijch I have already
- seen, likewise Lancaster, Chester, and Shrews-
bury, if T am not taken off with the gaal distem=
per ; as Dr. Fothergill says, ¢ I carry my life in
my hand, and it is a wonder I have not heen
taken off.”

“ The misery in gaols is great beyond descrip-
tion ; Sherifls for many years not having set foot
into the prisons of most of the eounties in Eng-
land. There are.many of them (the felons wards

VOL, I. : G I mean)
&
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I mean) dirty, infectious, miserable places; so
that, instead of sending healthy useful hands to
our Colonies as transports out of our gaols, they
become infectious, sickly, miserable objects : half
of whom die on their passage ; and many of those
that arrive at the places of their destination infect
the families they enter into. I saw lately in your
paper, what I knew our Colonies complained of
from Philadelphia: ¢ An Act passed to prevent
infectious diseases being brought into that Pro-
vince.

¢ Another great evil in gaols is, that the poor
debtors on the common side in most counties
have not even the felons' county allowance of
bread ; and I have not found twelve people that
have sued out their groats in all the county gaols;
that benevolent Act of 32 George II. being frus-
trated, as no attornies will, without pay, take a
poor debtor’s case in hand. These I have found
some of the most pitiable objects in our gaols.

“I am, &c. Joux Howarp.”

The result of the visits thus announced has long
been before the publick, and .that infinite im-
provement followed must be admitted ; yet much
still remains to be done, merely to obtain that
order and cleanliness which the Legislature has at
various periods declared should be maintained in
each prison throughout the ngdom. Mr. Neild,
the worthy magistrate, has undertaken the task
left incomplete by his exalted predecessor; and

there
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there cannot be a doubt that he has done incredid
ble service to the triminal, and the debtory most
unaccountably immured within the inclosures in-
tended for the purpose of justice only.

The same distresses which accompany every
severe winter recurred in 1776, and the utmost
exertions were made to alléviate them ; when the
Corporation of London gave 1500/ and several
rich Citizens from 100/ to 20l each, to be dis-
tributed to poor housekeepers. This fund was
augmented by the exertions of the Sheriffs, Alder-
men, . and Deputies, who went from house to
house soliciting contributions.

The Humare Society, instituted for the re-
covery of persons supposgd to be dead from the
effect of disease, sulfocation, and drowning, had
arrived to that degree of importance in 1776, as
to be enabled to distribute several gold and silver
medals, from a die executed by Lewis Pingo,
from a design by Dr: Watkinson. The four gen-
tlemen ‘first honoured with this mark of distinc-
tion were Dr. Hawes, who had frequently adver-
tised, before the Society was formed, offering a
reward ' to those who would call for his assistance
in cases where the functions of life were suspended ;
and Dr. Cogan, his colleague, in establishing the
first principles of the Institution ; Alderman Bull,
president ; and Dr. Watkinson.

Since the above period, the enterprising spirit
and activity of Dr. Hawes has been constantly &x-

G2 erted
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®:ted in promoting the continuation of the Hu,
mane Society, which, though under Royal Patron»
age, derives very small pecuniary aid from the
publick, compared with some Institutions of less
importance ; nor has the Legislature granted it a
farthing ; though, as the Doctor once observed to
me, there are benefactions recorded in the Jour-
nals of the House of Comnions for a Veterinary-
College, to recover horses from diseases *.

Sermons, and an annual dinner, with a pro-
cession of those recoyered from death by the So-
ciety, are substituted to obtain contributionss
and I am happy to add, that they have always
amounted, with other voluntary gifts, to a sum
which has enabled the Governors to render thon-
sands of persons supremely blest by the restora-
tion of their relatives from the relentless grave.

Similar Institutions now existing throughout
Europe and America, are strong proofs of the
honours due to the founders, Hawes and Cogan-—-
honours to be paid by posterity.

A most melancholy circumstance occurred in
1777,-which deprived: the.inhabitants of London
of one of the best orators in the <cause 'of benevo-
lence they had ever possessed. .The reader.must
be aware that I allude.to the ignominious death,of
Dr. Dodd, whose conduct cannot but he allowed
to have been inconsistent beyond parallel; a

# The worthy Doctor died in Deccmber 1808.

''Qee’ a Tribute to his Memory in,Gent: Mag. val,

IXXVIL p. 1121,
teacher
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Aeacher. of the most exalted benevolence, 'émd.'(;*
:who practised it to the degree he taught; and yet

a.luxurious spendthrift, and a violator of the pe-

mal laws of his country, to support unjustifiable

«extravagance and splendour of living. When we

reflect on the.thousands of pounds his exertions

chave collected, and will yet collect, for the relief
~of penitent Prostitutes, in.the establishment (in

‘conjunction with Mr. Dingley) of the Magdalen

‘hospital, and the Society for the relief of prisoners

-confined for Small Debts ; besides those, the fruits

‘of his preaching on numerous occasions ; we can-.
mot but lament that mercy was withheld which a

Nation solicited. His was a singular case—but

enough—Justice required his life; and Death,

the portion of forgery, closed the scene.

‘We have now arrived at a period within the re-
collection of most of my readers; it will not there-
fore be necessary to notice every Institution exist-
ing at present, the result of recent exertion ; they
ar¢ numerous heyond all former example.. From'
the temporary relief afforded during severe. win-
ters, and the charities even to passing mendi-
tancy;.with that to individuals‘advertising for as-
sistance, up to the incarporated Societies for. con-
stant duration ; all are successful, and. none more
sa.than the Patriotic Fund, established for reliev-
ing and rewarding ‘military” and naval sufferings
and merit,

Exclusive



86

P Exclusive of the various means, described in
the preceding pages, for effecting the great work
of alleviating the wants of mlankind, there are
others of established and permanent operation. I
mean, the constant charitable bequests, continued .
ever: from the establishment of masses for the re-
pose of the souls of the testators. .In those the
poor were always remembered; but the Protes«
tant, more disinterested, has long given the whole
of his money to the wretched, and required no
prayers in return. Were I to collect the items
of bequests from the days of Henry VIII. to the
present moment, this work would not contain
them, and the reader would harely credit the
enormous amount : and yet this is independent of
the ,Alms-houses and Hospitals which we meet
with in every direction, where many thousands
are absolutely supported by the benevolence of
those who have very long since paid the debt of
nature. _

Such are the eftects of the general charity of
the Natives of London; such their attempts to
smooth the path of hfe, and to render the person
those services whicl are necessary to maintain its
dignity and proportion. I am now compelled to
turn from this grateful scene, and to exhibit what
has beep done by depravity and Jaxity of manners,
to shorten life, and. destrdy the fine proportions
Of the Citizen.

CHAP.



CHAP. II.

ANECDOTES OF DEPRAVITY, FROM 1700 T0 1800.

MankIND may be universally divided into two
classes, the honest and dishonest ; for I admit of
. mo medium. That those distinctions have existed
from the very remotest periods, 1 believe no one
will deny ; therefore it is perfectly natural to sup-
.Pose, that depraved and idle wretches, who would
rather steal the effects of another than labour to
acquire property for themselves, have infested
London, from the hour in which an hundred per-‘
Sons inhabited it in huts or caverns. How those
depredators on Society were ‘treated by the Cits
of very very very antient times is not worth en-
Yuiry ; but that death was often inflicted cannot
be doubted ; and that might be effected by twenty
different methods. Strangulatien was certainly
bsed before the time of Henry I. in London:

Punishment for crimes of inferior magnitude are
always
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fiways species of torture; to repeat the probable
modes would be far from plesgsant.

‘Whatever may have been the other inventions
of the idle to obtain bread, that of begging in all
1ts ramifications was the mest antient; the frater-
nity of mendicants have resisted every attempt to
dissolve their body, nor will they vanish till the
last day shall remove every living creature from
the surface of the earth. After the establishment
of Christianity, flocks of Christians determined ta
devote themselves to- the service of the Lord in
thelr way, and work no ‘more; such were some
orders of Monks and Friars mendicants! The
monasteries afterwards, acting upon a mistaken
idea of charity, gave alms, and fed the poor and
idle indiscriminately at their gates: thus a wretch
might invigorate his body with the viands of the
Abbots and Monks in thie day, and pass the night
in attacks upon the defencgless traveller, perfraps.
often relieved i n presence of the dcpledator by
the blind lclnglous .
" In vain have the Monarch, the Law, and the
Judge, from the days of the Aborigines down to
the present moment, - cxerted their authority and
terrors; and I am compelied, for brevity’s sake,
to confine myself to the disgraceful acts of a sin-
gle century. To mention the numbers who were
condemned at the Old Bailey in 14 years from
1700, will 'be sufficient, without particularizing
their crimes,

1703
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Years. Condemned. . . Executed.
1701 118 4 died after conviction 66"
1702 49 ~ . . .. . F .13
1703 38 + . ¢ e 4 . . . 18
1704 7 ST ¥ |
1705 44 . . . . . . . . 18
17006 33 + ¢« ¢ ¢ e Te « « 5
1707 23 ¢« « « ¢ « « . < 18
1708 84 . . . . . . . . 18
1709 39 . . . . i . . . 10
1710 36 . . . .. .. 8
1711 36 . .. o ... .13
1712 43 4 4 4 e 4 . . 15
1713 60 . . . . . .. . 25
1714 —li)i c « « s <« o« « « 59

696 Reprieved 391 EET

In the mayoralty of Sir Francis Child, 1732,
502 persons were indicted at the Old Bailey; 70
of whom received sentence of death; 208 of
transportation ; eight fined, imprisoned, or pil-
loried; four burnt in the Rand; four whipped;
and 288 acquitted.

In 1722, ten pounds reward was offered by the
Clerk of the New River Company, for the appre-
hension of persons who had wantonly tapped the
pipes, and others that had cut the banks to:let
water on their own possessions.

Lotteries.—These pernicious contrivances to1
raise money were in full vigour at the commence-
ment of the century. There was the ¢ Greenwich
- Hospital adventure,” sanctioned by an Act of Par.

liament,
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Ianient, which the managers describe as * liable
to none of the objections made against other
Lot eries, as fo the fairriess of the drawing, it
being not possible there should be any deceit in
it, -as it has been suspected in others.” Mr.
Sydenham’s Land Lottery, who declared it was
“ found very difficult and troublesome for the ad-
venturers for to search and’ find qut what prizes
they have come up in their number tickets, Jrom
the badness of the print, the many errors in them,
and the great quantity of the nwumnber of the
prizes " the Twelve-penny or Nonsuch: and
¢ the Fortunatus.”

Esquire Sydenham’s lady’s gentlewoman ob-
tained an estate worth 600l per annum, in her
. master’s Lottery ; but the unfortunate holders of ™
blanks, suspecting foul play, advertized an in-
~tended meeting on the 11th January 1700, for
the purpose of entering into an investigation of
their real or fancied wroﬁgs. 'This produced a de-<
nial on the part of his Trustees, but did not pre-
vent the meeting from taking place, when it was
imanimously resolved to appoint an eminent gold-
smith in Lombard-street cashier, for the receipt
of subscriptions to carry their purpeses into ef-
fect; which being accomplished, they exhibited
" a Bill in Chancery against the unfortunate Squire*,

* The gentleman who reviews this work in the Eu-~
ropean Magazine, mentions ¢ the Royal Oak Lottery,’
on the authority of Congreve’s ¢ Love for Love,” as

particularly ruinous,
Guinea-
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Guinea-dropping was practised in 1700 ; and
it was customary for thieves to carry cocks into
retived, or vacant places to throw at them, in order
to collect spectators, and empty their pockets.
The following extract from the Protestant Mers
cury of February 14, 1700, will point out three
of those places of iniquity:  Last Tuesday, a
Brewer’s servant in. Southwark took his walks
round Tower-hill, Moor-fields, and Lincoln’s-Inn-
fields, and knocked down so many cocks, that,
by selling them again, he returned home twenty-
eight shillings odd pence a richer man than he
came out.”

In collecting materials for this portion of my
review of London, order and regularity are un-
necessary ; cheats, impostors, knaves, and thieves,
members of one great family, will be indiscrimi-
nately introdgced, with their schemes and crimes
to mark them, and the cullibility of the good Citi~
zens of London, a large portion of whom are ever
ready to catch at the most silly and absurd baits,
provided they happen to agree with their pursuits.
Money-lenders, those excellent members of So-
ciety, the friends of youth, the alleviators of dis-
tress, who hold forth their thousands to the pub=
lick, merely with a view to accommodate the wants
of their countrymen, and without the least wish
of private advantage to themselves, were known
to the Inhabitants of this Metropolis at the period
from which I date my present researches. The

reader
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xeader will find a wonderful similarity in the'en-
suing advertisement, to some of very recent date.
¢ From our house, New Tuttle-street, near the
Royal-oak, Westminster, or Young Man’s Cof-
fee-house, at Charing-cross, in the morning, All
gentlemen and others that have business in Trea-
sury, Admiralty, or Navy offices, or any of.the
Courts of Law or Equity, may have it faithfully
solicited. We buy and sell estates, help persons
Zo money on good security, We help persons to
employments, &c. and have now several to be. dis-
posed of, of 400L. 100/, 801, 66L. 401. per annum*;
any that shall give in timely notice of places to be
disposed of shall be rewarded for the same. And
becausé many have been defrauded of considerable
sums of money by one that lately printed from
Salisbury-court, Fleet-street; that none may be
served so that apply themselves to us, nor the re-
putation of this undertaking ruined, because ill
men have had the management of it, we shall not
take our gratuity, ¢ilf we have done their business;
which must be allowed to be a candid acknow-
ledgment of our intention.”

In so populous a City as London, no place is
sacred from the contrivances of Sharpers. Even
plate used at the Coronatioh feast of QJueen Anne,
in  Westminster-hall, Aprll 1702, was stolen,
with table-linen and a great deal of pewter . Vv

i

# Mark the regularity of the gradations, .
"4 Gazette,
To
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To second the operations of the Royal Pro-
clamation for the Suppression of Vice, certain
well-disposed Citizens entered into the following
agreement, to ptomote the Reformation of Man-
ners.

v “° We whose names are heremito subscribed, out
of a sense of the duty we owe to Almighty God;
in pursuance of His Majesty’s Proclamation for
‘the discouragement and prosecution of debauchéry
and prophaneness, and for the suppressing of
them, do agree as followeth :

“ That we meet weekly at —, under the
penalty of each default without a just cause
to consult how we may be most serviceable in
promoting the execution of the Laws against pro-
phaneness and "debauchery. That we use all
proper means to prevail with men of all ranks to
concur with us in this design, especially such as
are under the obligation of oaths to do so; and i1
order to their acting vigorously therein, that we
endeavour to persuade-them to form themselves
into Societies, at least to have frequent meetings
for this purpose. '

¢ That we encourage and assist officers in the
discharge of their duty, of discovering disorderly
houses, of taking up of offenders, and carrying
them before the magistrates, and, moreover,- en~
deavour to assist both magistrates and officers, by
giving information ourselves as we have opportu-
nity,

¢ That,
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“ That, for order sake, every Member in his
turn be Chairman (unless any desire to be ex~
cused) for four successive days of meeting ; that
as soon as four members are met, the Chairman,
or, in his absence, the next in order upon the list
(that shall be made for that purpose) shall take
his place: and that from that time to the break-
ing up of the meeting, we forbear all discourse of
public news or our private affairs, as also all un-
necessary disputes upon speculative and contro-
versial points of Religion.

“'That when any thing is proposed and se-
conded, the Chairman shall put it to the ques-
tion, which shall be determined by the majority ;
and such determination shall remain till altered
by a majority upon another meeting.

¢ That, if upon any matter in debate the voices
are equal, the question shall be again proposed
by the Chairman at the same meeting, if more of
the members come in, or otherwise at the next
or some other meeting.