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Wikisource libraries house books, novels, essays, 

historical documents, poems, letters, speeches 

and other documents, so long as they can be 

made available under the CC-BY-SA open 

content license.

What is Wikisource?
A Library of Free Texts



Mission Statement, adopted in 2015

"Provide an open online 
universal repository of 
free texts and primary 
sources, collaboratively 
curated by volunteer 
communities in all 
languages, integrated 
with Wikipedia, 
Wikimedia projects, and 
other sources, reusable 
by all."



12 largest Wikisource edition:

Available in 75+ Languages
wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Wikisource/Lists/language_editions 



● 1. Adding books
● 2. Adding indices
● 3. Proofreading
● 4. Validating
● 5. Transclusion

Editing Wikisource



Where you can get books / works:

● Already in Wikimedia Commons

● Already in your language edition Wikisource

● Public domain works from Internet Archive

● Public domain works from Google Books

● Digitized works from local or online libraries

● Digitized works that you own

● etc.

Where you can upload the books / works to:

● Wikimedia Commons, if no longer 
copyrighted under the US law and country 
of origin

● Wikisource (some of them), if it’s in that 
Wikisource language, and the Wikisource 
allow uploads locally

You can use the books / works already in 
Commons, or upload a new document 
to Commons.

Some Wikisource also allow to upload to 
the local Wikisource (not Commons). 
For example if the copyright has expired 
in local law, but not in international law.

You can find public domain works in 
various sources: Internet Archive. Google 
Books, scanned documents of your own 
or from local GLAM institutions, etc.

1. Adding Books



The differences between Wikisource… … and Wikipedia



Wikisource encompass all kind of works while Wikipedia solely an encyclopedia “work”

Encyclopedia



The differences between Wikisource… … and Wikipedia

Any kind of works 
(not just books)

Has been published

Scanned / digitized

Public domain / free license

Must follow original spellings

Only encyclopedia articles

Notable things only

Referenced

Crowdsource with free license

Has Manual of Style



Any kind of published works are 
accepted



Any kind of published works are 
accepted



Any kind of published works are 
accepted



Any kind of published works are 
accepted



●

An index page need to be created 
before the books / documents can be 
proofread. The index page is a special 
page that starts with “Index:” (or the 
equivalent in other languages).

It’s  a powerful way to allow side-by-side 
proofreading of documents in 
Wikisource.

Each documents/books will have an 
index page. Each index page will have 
links to all the individual pages in the 
book, issue or other text being 
proofread.

2. Adding Indices



2. Adding Indices 1. Identify the file name of the book 
you want to proofread. For example:

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki
/File:Ninety-three.djvu 
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you want to proofread. For example:
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2. Search for that file in the Wikisource, 
see if it already has an index or not.



2. Adding Indices 1. Identify the file name of the book 
you want to proofread. For example:

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki
/File:Ninety-three.djvu 

2. Search for that file in the Wikisource, 
see if it already has an index or not.

Click  “Link to the index page”



2. Adding Indices 1. Identify the file name of the book you 
want to proofread. For example:

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Ninety-three.djvu 

2. Search for that file in the Wikisource, 
see if it already has an index or not.

Click  “Link to the index page”

3. If it already has an Index page, you’ll 
see something like the picture on left

If not, you can easily create one:



●

After the index page is made, the bulk 
activity in Wikisource is proofreading. 
We took the text from the source (PDF 
or DJVU) and type them on Wikisource.

We don’t need to do it manually. 
Thankfully we have OCR to help (for 
most Latin-based writing system) 
auto-proofreading the text. The 
Wikisource editors only need to correct 
the resulting OCR text.

These are the pages that need to be 
proofread.

3. Proofreading



3. Proofreading Color meaning:

● Green: Validated
● Yellow: Proofread
● Red: Not proofread

● Purple: page has a problem
● Grey: page has no text 

(i.e. cover pages or blank pages)

Ultimately, we want all pages to be 
validated.



3. Proofreading 1. Example: 
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Index:
The_Works_of_Honoré_de_Balzac_
Volume_18.djvu

2. Click on one of the red pages
(ideally we are proofreading using 
computer, not mobile phones)

Make sure you have logged in to 
your Wikimedia account (either 
Wikipedia account or Wikimedia 
Commons are also fine) in 
Wikisource before you’re saving any 
changes.



3. Proofreading 1. Example: 
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Index:
The_Works_of_Honoré_de_Balzac_
Volume_18.djvu

2. Click on one of the red pages

3. You’ll see two pages side-by-side.
Because this PDF already has OCR 
text, the machine already “typed in” 
the page automatically.
The proofreader’s task is to make 
sure that the OCR text is correct, 
there’s no misspelling, typo, 
incorrect words, etc.

Formatting (centering text, bold, 
italic, underline, big text, small text, 
etc.) are not part of this step. Just 
ensure that the text on the left 
match the text on the right.



3. Proofreading 1. Example: 
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Index:
The_Works_of_Honoré_de_Balzac_
Volume_18.djvu

2. Click on one of the red pages

3. Proofread the OCR text

4. After you proofread the page, you 
can save the page, with the color 
code



3. Proofreading 1. Example: 
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Index:
The_Works_of_Honoré_de_Balzac_
Volume_18.djvu

2. Click on one of the red pages

3. Proofread the OCR text

4. After you proofread the page, you 
can save the page, with the color 
code

Save as Red (Not Proofread) if you 
didn’t make any substantial change 
to the OCR text. (as-is)



3. Proofreading 1. Example: 
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Index:
The_Works_of_Honoré_de_Balzac_
Volume_18.djvu

2. Click on one of the red pages

3. Proofread the OCR text

4. After you proofread the page, you 
can save the page, with the color 
code

Save as Yellow (Proofread) if you 
have made sure that the text is as 
good to the best of your ability



3. Proofreading 1. Example: 
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●

After the a page is proofread, it needs to 
be validated by another editor, to make 
sure that at least 2 different people take 
a look at the page and agree that the 
result is good (Validation)

One person cannot do both 
proofreading (Yellow status) and 
validating (Green status), therefore, if 
there’s only one person editing a page, 
the save button won’t show a green 
option available.

4. Validating



4. Validating When validating, generally you need to 
know several handy templates to make 
formatting the text easier.

Every Wikisource have different 
templates and Manual of Styles, so you 
need to consult the local community on 
the specifics.

Generally, all Wikisources have at least 
basic templates such as centering, 
enlarging texts, header and footer, etc..

It will take a long time to learn all of the 
templates and codes to accomplish this. 
So feel free to ask the trainers if you have 
specific formatting needs, and we’ll be 
happy to tell you how to accomplish that.
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Transclusion is the term for putting 
several proofread/validated pages 
together in an article-like page 
(The main page). 

It aims to make reading the text easier, 
and make all of them available to be 
downloaded into PDF and other e-book 
formats.

You can access the transclusion page 
(if it has been made) via the Index page.
Just click on the title.

5. Transclusion
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Finished transcriptions can be 
downloaded



Finished transcriptions can be 
downloaded



Finished transcriptions can be 
downloaded
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Part 2: Workshop



Or one of these: 
meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Telegram
#Wikisource

Connect with us:

@WikisourceAtWikimania
@WikimediaGeneral (global)

Telegram
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