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Memorandum by the Counselor of Embassy in Japan (Dooman)

/Tokyo,/ October 17, 1941

Mr. Ushiba telephoned me early this morning while I was still
dressing and asked whether he might call on me at my house.

The Secretary's memorandum of October 2 which had been handec
to the Japanese Ambassador in Washington had been a great dlsape
pointment to the Konoye Cabinet and the impression had been creatc’
inside the Cabinet that the road had been blocked to any hcpes that
the present conversations could be successfully concluded. Frince
Konove about a week ago had decided to resign in view of the ine-
terrnal situation in Japan. At that time it appeared inevitable
that the succeeding Cabinet would be on2 of an extrecmist nature
but Prince Konoye through intensive effort and "by a miraclie" had

in recent days been successful in ensuring that the govegrnment
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to succeed him would be compocscd of prrsons who did not subscribe

|

to the principle that the conversations with the United States
should be broken off.

No vapanese civillan statesmaa wiili undertakc the task in
which Prince Konoye has feiled and consequently the succeeding
Cabinet must be headed by an Army officer and will be composed
primarily of military men. The new Cabinet may even appear to be
extremist to persons uvns.quainted wivlh 1the set--up of the various
grovps within the Jrpanece Army and othsr factions heving irfluence
in the Government. Liowever, rrince Ronove entertalns tiic lLicpe
that the Ambascador wiil strecss to the ucvernment of the United
States that too grest inmpurtance sroulld ntt be given to the oute
ward appearance of the raw (Czeinagt, Pr'nce Koncye n2lso desires
the Ambassador to undzrizuver? Tliat he whruld not have tendered hils
resignation at this 5 vitnout having convineed himself that

~ar would be equaliy deslirous of adjuste

I said that it was a great pity that Prince Konoye had felt
i1t nececssary to resign as the ccaversations 1n Weshington were
still in vrogress. the recent call of Vo, Wakazvgi on the Under
Secrecitary of Slate haviang had, in my opininn, geod resulivs toward
further ~lavliying the pesition of the Jar2pise government. hr,
Ushiba s2id tI:at h2e hoved scme dag €2 be aole %o toll me of the
events which Lhad ied to tha Cabinet's wegignation, but that all
that ha could cay for the present was thal Prinees aAaonosye had taken
the daclicslion in the coniident beli~f thit he cculd thus briag the
conversatisna to a succoezefvl conclusian.




