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Deponent : /‘/A TJUDA/)@A/, T/ALM

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attachced sheot

and in accordance with the procedure followed in Iy cowntry

I herceby depose as follows.
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NIPPON KOKAN KABUSHIKI KAISHA

MARUNOUCHI, TOKYO

CABLE ADDRESS:
"COCANCO TOKYO"
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I, Tsuneo Matsudaira, served in the Foreign Office from 1902
to 1936. From 1925 to 1928, I was accredited to Wiashington as
Ambassador Extrsesdinary and Plenipotentiary and from 1929 te 1936,
to London in the same capacity. In 1936, 1 was appointed kinister
of the Imperial Household and 1945, 1 resigned the same post.

In 1946 I was appointed a member of the Privy Council, which post 1

still hold.
It was ismediately after the so-called February 26th incident %

(1936), @ rebellien started by Army officers at the head of their
men that I assumed the post of Minister of the Imperial Household.

At that time, I was strongly urged by Kurshel Yuasa, then Minister

————— e . W

of the Imperial Household, to enter the serfico of the Imperial
Househeld Department. W Prince Sgionji andé Baren
Kitokure Ikki, then President of the Privy Council, recommended me
as candidate for the Kinister of the Imperial Househeld. I =alse
recall that Marquis Kido, then Chief Secretary te the Lord Keeper
of the Privy Seal, strongly urged me to aceept the eoffer.

It was in 1930 that I was firngtﬁz:%aintad with Marquis Kido.
I was serving as smbassador to England, when Marguis Kido who was
touring “urope and America, called on me at the Japanese Embassy.

~ This was my first interview with him. And our friendship continued

ever since. |

In 1940 when lMr. Kurahei Yuasa, then Lord Keeper of the Privy

2 i Rl i T e e N B e — i e ——— — e —

Seal, tendered his resignation owing to his 111 health, An ugreoa&nt
of views was reached that Marquis Kido be the suitable candldate |

for the succeeding Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, after mostly |
A
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conmsulting the outgoing Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal and seeking

the views of Prince Saionji. On June I, therefore, I invited

Harquis Kido te the official residence of the Minister of the

Imperial Household and urged him te assume the pest of Lord Keeper

of the Privy Seal after infermaelly abtaining Inpopinl sanction. But
the Marquis suggosted Prince Konoye or Baren Hirsnumas as mere suitable
candidste. I strongly urged him to acecept the offer. MNarquis Kido
left the efficial residence of the Ministor of the Imperial Household,
reserving his reply pending his consultation with Prince Kenoye,
Lster the same day, however, he replied te me, aecepting the offer.
Such being the ecase, there was absolutely ne suggestion or pressure
from military circles in cennection with Marquis Kide's appointment

as Lord Keeper of the Frivy teal. Thus lkarquis Kide was pecommended
gs candidate for the new Lord Keeper of the Frivy Seal by those above-

mentioned peeple, who were known &S Fpposed te militarism.

then I heard that Major Anthony Edel; British Secretary fer
For;ign Affairs, stated in his sddress before Parlieament that the
Japanese army committed atrocities aguin:t Bfitish prisoners of war
at Hongkong, I thought that it was a serieus question. BHicause when
& British Sgeretary for rereign Affairs, delivers _woh an sddress
before Parliament, the question, 4invelved, is invariably a serious
one. On March 135, 1942, therefere, 1 called en Marquis Kide, Lord
Kegper of the Frivy Seal, at his room and asked him:
"Yhen a Seeretary for Foreign Affairs delivers such an address before
Parliament, I eannot help thinking that England attaches great impor-

tanee to the question, invelved, unlike in Japan. Just what treatment

ST IPN L N E"u- _‘“w- | T
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is being given to the prisoners of war? Have you heard anything?"

In reply, I remember that ®arquis Kido told me that he had heard |
no-thing about the treatment of prisoners of war. Judging by the
‘fact that Japan was highly spoken of for her chivalrous treatment
'of KHussian prisoners of war &uring the war with Huassla of 15045,
the Marquis continued to say he thought that such atrocities
could not be committed by the Yapanese; but the guestioen, 1nvoltod,
seemed to be serious as I told him, though he was not acquainted
with the British Parliamentary usage. He promised me to draw the
Ppime Minister's attentionlo s . i
Ge I served as liinister of the Imperisl Household for nine
yvears three months, during which time Harquis Kido also served as
Court official firﬁt as President of the Board of Peerage and
then as Lord Keeper of the FPrivy Seal wikh the excopfion of twe
yvoars and & half during which time he left the service of the
Imperial Hdunohold Department te Join the Cabinet. In our private
life, I also often went out with him te play gelf. I trust,
therefore, that I am’fully acquainted with his character and

principle. On the basis of my obaervat:lonA Marquis Kido 1s possessed

scstaeleolnt—to-bhevg o penneed

not only of good brains, but alseo

o Logteall @ llmr.

cutlaak on ovang_olledr. FHeowse-ahsolutely peoedwseateold |
SWWWMMSM-‘MW- {
Jmilitarism and aggression, but—en—the contrary he seemed te—heve

3 frew— ot Manyg occasiorne AL |
Yoeudgelled his brains te restrain militaristic influences for the |

-

sake of peaceful and const@ﬁutional government.
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DEPOWUENT MﬁLﬂ/Qd [P, it AR\ seal)
T Wﬂhereby cortify thut the ubove

+ was sworn by the Deponet, wiao « . Pixed his signuaturc

sence of this witness.

gtatcmnen

and seal thereto in the pre

On the sance date
A Mfi&i

444 ) h o (seal)

iitness: (signed)

O ATH..

In accoraunce with my consclence T swecar to tell the

whole truth withholding nothing and cdding nothing.

: ﬂ[,ﬁ/lwl_/j’é, ZrS[M( seul)

L .
A T Ll ™ 1 R
”_'. 3: (L b-i J-I:_ ‘_:",,

- - s PR DS T h S AR FELARR A




Trans.ation Cgrtificazg_

, of the Defense,

heraoby certify

that the attached transl.. tion of éfé %M 7__

is, to the best of my knowledg:-

and belief, a correct translutlon and 1s as near us posslible to

the meaning of the original document.

Sagana Festifc

Tokyo, Janan

ate Qég 2(2, ZEQ/
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ARAKI, Sadaoy ot al

*>SWORN-DEPOSITION
Deponéﬁti MATSUDAIRA, Tsunco

- Having first duly sworn an onth as on attached sheotJ

and in accordance with the procuderc followed in my country
I hereby depose as follows. ; - | e

' : | : : | % y
1. I, Tsunco Matsudaira, served in the Foreign O0ffice from 1902

to 1936, From 1925 to 1928, I-was accrédited to Washington as -
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary and from 1929 to |

1936, to London in the snme;oapacity. In 1936, 1 was appointeq} ;
Minister: of the Imperial Houssehold and 1945, I rcsigned the ' ?.

same post. In 1946 1 wns appointed a member of the Privy

Council, which poat I still hold.
2. It was immedlately nZter the so-callcecd February 26th incident

=

(1936), o rébelliosu sv- i+ Ly Army officers at the head of

their men that I .uswvid “hwe . 2ot of Minlster of the Imperial
Households At that cime, 7 was strongly urged by Kurahel -

* Lv5 TlUwperial Houschnld, to entoer the.

Yuasa, then Ministei c.
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Dof. Doce¢ No« 2250 |
sorvice of the Im “rial H?uﬁﬁrald Depﬁrtmpnt. I thought that
Prince Saionji and Raron Lhitokuro Ikki, then President of the
Privy Council, recommended me as candidate fog the Ministor

of the Imperial. Household. I also racall thﬂﬁ Marquis Kido,

then Chief Seccretary - to t1a Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal,

strongly urged me to accept thp ofrar.

3. It was in 1950 that I fifbt became aoquaiﬂkbd with Maquils
Kido> I was serving as Amhnaaador to England, when Marquis Kido '
who was touring Europe and Americe, oqiied on me at the Japan-
ese Embassy. Yhis was my first interyiow with him. A&nd our
frlcndship continued over sinco.

4¢ In 3pe0 L Mrs Kurchol Yuasa, thﬁi Lord Kecper of the Privy

Senl, %andared his resignation owing $o his 111l health. an
agrecment of views ' was reached that Marquls Kido be the sui@u-‘
ble candidate for the succeeding Lord Keeper orﬁ the Privy
Seal, after mostly consulting the outgoing Lord Keepcr of tha
Privy Seol aond seeking the views of Prince Saionji. On June I,
thorefore, I invited Marquis Kido to tha official residence of
the ﬁiniuter of the Inperial Housghold a nd urged him to assume
the post of Lord « =nu» Hf the Privy Scal after infermally
agtd;ning Imperial nelica. Pu% the Marquls suggested Princc
K?ngﬁe or Baron Hironuv. as more sultable éondidate. I strong=:
lj urged him to accept the offer. Marquls Kido laft‘the

~official residence cf ihe Minieher of tro Imperial Houschold,
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reserving his rooly noruing his consultation with Prince Konoyo,
Lator the same diy, however, he rcplied to me, nocepting the

offor. Such being tho case, hhers was absaolutoly no suggestion ]

or pressure from military circlcs In connection with Marquls

Kido's appointment as'Lord Keener of th: Privy Seal. Thus

Marqgis Kido was recommended 2s sordidate for new Lord Keeper

of the Privy Scal by thosc above-mentioned people, who wero f
known as opposed to militarism.

5. Whon I heard that dn jor Anthony Eden, British Secretary for

Foreign Affairs, stated in his address before Parliaoment that
the Japancse army committed atrocities agalnst British pri;'
soners of war et Hongkong, I thought that 1t.w;$;-ﬁ surious
question, Because when o British Secretary for Ebre}gn.affqira,
delivers such an address before Parliament, the qﬁéation in-
volved, is invariably a serious onec. On March 13, 1942, therc-
fore, I called on Marquis Kido, Lord Kuoper of the Privy Soal,
at hils room'and as%pd hin:

"When a Secretary fopr Foreign Affairs delivors such an address
beforc Parliament, I cannot help thinking that Enéland attaches
great importance to the qunstion, involved, unlike in Japan.
Just what treatmont is Lolinz ziven to the prisoners of war?
Have y;u hoard wnything?t o aovly, I remember that Marguis
Kido told me that he had hoeard nothing about the troatment

of prisoncrs of war. Tudeine by the fact that Japan was highly

. ~ gpoken of for her chivairous trcatmert o« Jussian prisoners "4
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of war during the war with "uscia of 1904-5, the Marquis con-
tinucd to say hc thought tha® such atrocities ecould not be
commlttod by the Japanesc; but the question 1nvolyed“ saenied
to be scerious as 1 told him, ta~ugh he v;? not acquaintcecd with
the Brltlish Parliamontary usasc. he promivrzd me to draw tho
Prime Minlstoer's attentioh to this.

I served as Minister of the Imporial Housechold for nine

years three months, during which timo Marquis- Kido- also served

ag Court officilal firat as Preaident of tho Bogsrd of Paéiage and

then as Lord K.uper of the Privy Semrl with the cxcention of two

vears and a half during which timg he left tho service of the
Imperial Household Daopartment to join the Cabinet. In our
private life, I also often went out with him to play gold. I

trust, therofore, that I am fully acquainted with his character

and principle. On the basis of my observation and knowledgzed

of his work, Magquis Kido is posscssed not >nly of zood brsins,

but also has u commenéahle capability of welghing mattors in
a lozically manncr. In ny oconversations with him I ﬁaurd hin
denounce. I know i many >ccasiims he cudgelled Xis brains to
restrain militaristic in7lucic-.z for ths sake of neaceful and
congtlitutional rpverrmont.

On this 28 day of Jun., 1947

At Shoto 16, Shins:,+, MakyH,

DEPON&NT MA'YSUDAIRa, Tsunco (seal)
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I, HOZUMI, Shicetaka he. by cortify that the above state-

ment was sworn by the Deoposnent., who aifixed his siznature and
gpal thorcto in the presence of thiles wiltness.
On the same date

At save ploce

Witness(segned) HOZUMI, Shigetuka (soa1)‘

0..TH

In occcordancc with my conscicnce I swear to tell the whole

truth withholding nothins and adding nothing.

MaTSUDAIRA Tsunool(seali

b ¥e




