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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION
Doc. No. 1750 30 May 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENTY

Title and Nature: "“Factual Account of July 7th

Incident!sby Geueral CHING, Tzh-Chun, former Mayor of

Peiping. *(Marco Polo Bridge, 1937)

Date; 2 Apr 46 Original ( ) Copy (x) Language:Englis

Has it becn translated? Yes () No (x)
Has it been photostated? Yes ( ) No (x)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL (also WITNESS if applicable)

Judge HSIANG, Che-Chun, Chinese Division
SOURCE OF ORIGINaL: Chinese Division

PERSONS IMPLICATED: HASHIMOTO, Kingoroj KATSUKI, Seiji;
KAWABE, Seizoj; MUTAGUCHI, Recnyans SAKAI, Takashij; MATSUIL
(Chief of Special Service, not Iwane); DOIHARA, Kenji.

CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICADLE: All-China Military
Aggressiony MARCO POLO Bridge Incident

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with page references):

Details of negotiations and military movements and
background immediately preceding Japanese invasion of HOPEL
and CHAHAR Provinces, and the LUKUOCHIA (Marco Polo Bridge)
Incident, over period 1936.-Juiy 1937.

HASHIMOTO and North China Forces Chief of Staff WACHI
first attempted to buy lands in WAN-PING, as first step in
conquering North China, later resorted to propaganda and
economic monobholy. to gain ends, finally resorted to
arms. July 7, 1937

General CHING charges incideng began on flimsy pretext
Japanese soldier nissing, after Japanese had heard, accord-
ing to their own phone call "shots fired in distance"
Further Japanese troops were maneuvering in Chinese territor
without notice or permission.

Japanese troops then demanded permission to search city
threatened to encircle it if refused., 4% 0500 (the Chinese
not acceding) Japanese troops had encircled city on three

sides and began firing first,
Summary of fighting to 30 July, when Chinese forces fel

back, 1s given.
Analyst: W. H. Wagner Doc. No. 1750
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The True State of Affairs Obmoming
the Lukouchiao (Marco Polo Bridge) Incident.

A Note written by Lt. General R, MUTAGUCHI
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' As regards the true facts concerning the cause of the
Lukouchiao Incident, I consider that the following twelve

points are truly of particular importance from the point of
view of inquiry. I, for this reason, have decided to make

& report to you regarding this incident in writing lest there

should be any misunderstanding on the part of interpreters, etec.

(1) On July 7th, 1937, Colonel Mutaguchi inspected the Battalion

under his commend at Tientsin and returned to Peking about

1700 hours. Just when I did 80, Major-General Kawabe, ny Brigade

Commander, and concurrently the Garrison Commander of the entire

areas, such as Peking, Fengtai, Tungchow, etc. went out for

the bivouac ground at Nantaisze in order to see the manner of the

inspection of the 2nd Regiment at Tientsin which was under his

command, Consequently, Colonel Mutaguchi was placed in the

eituation in which he was to act for the Garrison Commander there.

As for garrison districts or garrison commanders,

all to be

they were
decided upon by the Officer Commanding the Imperia.l
Japanese troops at Tientsin,

From the standpoint of command of troops, Major General

Kawabe was an Infentry Brigade Commender, but he was also the
Gerrison Commander there from the point of view of protective

measures, It was a fixed rule at that time that the Commander of

the Infantry Regiment at Peking was to act for the Brigade Commender

The garrison district near Peking comprised
all the areas, such as Peking, Tungchow, Fengtai, etc,

The duty of the Garrison Commander was to command

during his absence.

all the
Japanese troops which were stationed within the garrison district

and was to be engaged in safeguarding the lives and property of all
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The result was

being looked for, "

bank of the Yungtingho River about 400 meters
Lukouchiao Cas tle. . I

a8 he was taking an official trip,

Rog:lmental Commander,

Commander by telephone:"
"As this event was made
had recently been tumultous

Fengtal Incident of the previous
later), it ies

becau ‘
8e of their contempt for the Japanese troops or for ¢
ear
of our garrison soldiers,

fure as to how the

the Battalion under ny command will
and will concentrate

-

J
épanese officials and people in that district and also in pro-

tecting the railway lines, telegraph wires, etc,

(2) At about 2350 hours on the night of July 7th, the report

of the following meening was telaphoned‘ to me by

‘h’hr—'"‘

Battalion
Commander Ichiki who was stationed at Fengtai:

"The 8th Company under his

was its

command (Captain Setsuro Shimizun

Sl d s o b BV, g Sl St L
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exercise in the district

which is in the North of Iukouchiao Castle. He, for that reason

imnediately discontinued that exercise and called the roll

that one recruit was not found. He is Just

Iungwanmiao is a small mausoleum which lies on the left

WEBATE & ¥ T 0 R 7 ey Wnemyy ey sargwe TV .

north of .“' :

The above matter was telephoned to Major Gen. Kawabe but ; !

that report was made to the
It was telephoned to the Regimental

I imme
diately gave the following directions to the Battalion

to occur by Chinese troops which

somehow and even in View of the

year ( this will be stated

TR e —

Still, no one can be perfectly

state of affairs will change, Therefore

PR W 1 NS e T

fall in at Once on the alert
itself in the vicinity of Ichinon,ji Hill,




Then, taking all protective measures, ascertain whether or not

it was Chinese troops that fired upon us. If it be true that

Chinese troops d4d so, collect, for our fature negotiations,

ell the names of persons and date that are all necessary for our

exact evidence, I will proceed to the Regimental Headquarters at once."
So saying I rang off.
Ichimonji Hill which has just been stated above is a

;aml hill which lies 300 meters east of Iukouchiao Castle.
That is the name which was used by the Japanese troops on
their own authority.

(3) It was about 0030 hours on July 8th, when I arrived

at Regimental Headquarters. I awoke the Captain of the week,

, and ordered the Peking troops to fall in on the alert, by sending

¢ out orderlies,

; It was about 3 o'clock when all the troops fell in completely
| as all the officers there had been Intaying in their respective
official residences there at that time.

At ordinary times in Peking, the Infantry Brigade Head-

quarters, the Infantry Regimental Headquarters and the First
Battalion were stetioned, but at that time, as for the Brigade

Headquarters, Captain Onoguchi, its aide-de-camp, was remaining
there as its caretaker. As regards the First Battalion, its
commander and the majority of his subordinates were at the
bivouac ground at Tungchow for the preparation of their
inspection., Thus, it was only one company and one machine
gun platoon in addition to the regimental Headquarters that
‘ were remaining in Peking.
I instantly gave an order by telcphone to tﬁe battalion
commander, Major Yoshio Kihara, (who had been at Tungchow)
to have his unit fall in immediately and proceed to the
Japanese target ground in the South East of Chaoyaumen in
Peking for further orders.
This battalion was ordered afterwards to proceed. to
Fengtai. It was about 2100 hours on July 8th, when that

battalion arrived at Fengtai, passing the southern part of
Peking Castle in defiance of the intense heat.




(4) In addition to the above measures, I informed the Commandant

of the Special Service Institutions, Colonel Takuro Matsui, about
authorities

it and asked him to lodge a strong protest with the Chinese [against

the unlawful acts of those Chinese troops.

The Chinese authorities, however, answered as followw:
NChinese troope are found at Lunouchiao, but in the vicinity
of Iungwangmiao, there ought to be no Chinese troops”.

The commandant of the Special Service Institutions reproached

them, saying: "According to your statement, there may be no

Chinese ltror.spa there. But how can you deny the fact that they
actually fired upon us there!" The reply on the Chinese side was!?
"If it be true that you were fired upon, they are not' those who belong
to any Chinese troops, but I think they are communists, watermelon house
watchmen, or bandits. Well, they may be Chinese troops.”
l The S. S. I. commandant reproached them:
"What would you do, if they were Chinese troops?"
The answer on the Chinese side was:
"Even if they are Chinese troops, they may be considered bandite as
they went away from their garrison district without our permission.

Vhatever you may do with them, we, on the Chinese gide, have no

objection to it at all." Thus, their attitude was %o try to evade
their responsibiljty to the best of their ability. They, however,
came to decide to send out their representatives to the actual
spot for the negotiations with the Japanese troops there anyway,
just based upon the requests made by the commandant of the Special
Service Institutions there.

The fact is that I was able to learn the above matter as the result
of the information which was given me by the S. S. I. commandant.
(5) After careful consideration, I tried to settle all the
incident by means of the negotiations as much as possible.

For this reason, I decided to despatch Lt. Colonel Toru Morita
who had been a regimental stafff to the actual spot for
negotiations, It is because I keenly realized the necessity

of taking all apprgpriate measures according to the change of

circumstances by remaining in Peking for the purpose of ful-
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filling all my duties as the garrison commander,
Although the Chinese authorities went on declaring that it
was not Chinese troops that fired upon us, yet to my mind, I

knew at that time that there had been Chinese troops near

Iungwanmiao at ordinary times. Furthermore, it was quite clear
. to me, even in view of that Japanese Battalion Commander's

; report, that they were neither the watermelon house watchmen

| nor bandits, etc., but they were quite unmistakebly Chinese

' troops, judging from the number of rifles used there at that

_ time, the manner in which they fired upon us, the rounds of
ammmunition, ete.

Lt. Colonel Morita died fighting as a regimental commander
on the field of battle at Nomonhen in August 1939, Lt. Colonel
: Morita came to his regimental commander about 2 o'clock a. m.

because of the order, "fall in on the alert," which was trans-
‘ mitted by the orderly. I, his regimental commander, isswed
.' ', the following order to him:
"Tou will proceed to the scene of the incident together with
the Chinese negotiating committee for negotiations with them.
They are oipected to come pretty soon. The care to be taken
in connection with the matter is as follows:
y 'That incident occurred at night. It can be considered that
| these Chinese may have fired upon us in the excess of their
fear without realizing that we were Japanese troops. ZEven
in the actual situatién in which they knew that we were
Japanese troops, it can be a zood excuse if thoy_ declare that
[ they did not know it. In view of that fact, it is essential

for you to continue your negotiations with them based upon

-1(‘,' )

| thie idea just by accepting their excuse which will be made
in that way.!
' "Lt. Colonel Morita guestioned to me once again:
Is 1t the regimental commander's intention to try to settle
this incident by means of negotiations to the bitter end?"

I gave my exact answer to it: "That's it."

On the reason why Lt. Colonel Morita questioned me once again
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about my real intention as the regimental commander:
At the Fengtai Incident in previous year (to be explained
afterward) I, the regimental commander, negotiated with
Chinese negotiating committee as Japanese negotiating
committee at Fengtai. At that time the battalion commander
Ichiki asked earnestly for disarmament of Chinese troops. I
rejected his request saying that my "Bushido" spirit did not
permit me to insult by disarming Chinese troops which had
apologized to Japanese Army by explaining regret for their
fault. And I also told the Chinese negotiating committee that
although the battalion commander on the spot asked for
disarmament, I rejected his request because my "Bushido"®
spirit did not permit me to add.disarmigg after asking apology
as Japanese proverb says, "It becometh not the fowler to catch
the bird which takes refuge in his bosom." I added that
I wished to convey my real intention to General Sung Che Yuan,

Afterward, I was told that he reported to G,neral Sung Che
Tuan saying "Japanese Army could not disarm Chinese troops
being afraid of our strength.” I could not help getting angry.
And when I explained the particulars of the Fengtai Incident to
regimental staff and battalion commanders I tolg them that
Judging from the result it might be better to disarm rololutaly
according to the battalion commander Ichiki's request, but as
the past cannot be recovered I had firm determination ih my
mind if Chinese troopes committed unlawful act against Japanese
troops: '

Although the ecircumstances were above mentioned, facing
serious happen{ng I changed my mind to settle it peacefully
by all means, lest it should become serious case for the
country and so I told my real intention to Lt. Col. Morita.
At the same time to Mr. Wang Lin Chi and Mr. Lin Kan Yu,
both Chinese negotiating committee, I stated my hope and also
confirmed their rights on accounf of my intention that the
negotiation should be succeeded in supressing the violence

of Chinese troops.




(6) Pretty soon from the Chinese side, Mr. Wang Lin Chi, the

governor of Yuan Ping Heien and Mr. Lin Kan Yu, Kicha Political
Affairs Commission, as Mr. Wang's suite came to the regimental
Headquarters in company with Captain Tera Taira (whether he

wes in the rank of Captain or not is quite uncertain).

I questioned Mr. Wang Lin Chi in order to ascertain the
following matters, because I had oxpect;d that a2 brigade
commander or a military officer of that position at the lowest
would surely come in view of the precedent of the Fengtai Incident
of the previous year:

"You are a civil official. I wonder whether or not you have

so much authority and conviction as to control and pacify Chinese
troops on the actual spot, especially such Chinese troope as, we
think, have been greatly excited?"

To thie, Mr. Wang gave the following reply:

"As regards the question of authority, I am not certain. So

I will ask Mr. Chin Teh Shun." So saying, he asked me to allow
him to use our telephone. I complied with his request. Thus,
about 30 minutes, he continued his negotiations by telephone,
whicl;i. however, did not come to the point at all.

Time was pressing every moment and it was supposed that the
gituation on the spot was more and more acute. I for that reason
ordered Major Kono, the then regimental adjutant, to ask Mr. Wang
who had been engaged in telephone negotiations to come to my
place. .

Then I required Mr. Wang to proceed quickly to the actual
spot together with Lt. Colonel Morita and his party instead of
paying any more attention to authority questions.

I said in addition to Mr. Wang as follows at the time

of his departure:
"For the great object of promoting the good will existing between

Japan and China, I hope you will surely settle this question

just by placing these outrageous Chinese troops under control,

regardless of your authority qneatioﬁn."

- -"titl'k" ‘H
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It was 4 o'clock a. m. on July 8th when that party left
the gate of the regimental Headquarters.
R With regard to the reason why the Chinese side went out
a clvilian governor there instead of despatching a military
negotiating committee, I judged as follows:
"On the Chinese side, they had a special intention of dealing
with that unlawful act to the best of their power as an act
which had been taken by communists or bandits., If a militarist
‘bad been sent out there, at that time, it would have shown that
that bad act was taken by the Chinese Army,they feared.

Probably for that reason, that governor who was to be responsible

for police affairs was despatched there according to their own
machination."

Although I had the above judgment, yet the state of affairs
on the actual spot was such as would never allow us to hesitate
even for one second. So I decided to Have Mr. Wang stop hie
negotiations with Mr. Chin Teh Shun and thus to send him out to

the actual spot immediately.

(7) As I came to realize the necessity of letting the Japanese

battalion commander know that a party of the negotiating committee

had already started, I called him to the telephone and gave him
the following directions:

"A party of the Sino-Japanese negotiating committee left the

regimental Headquarters for the actual scene at 4 o'clock a. m,

Lt. Col. Morita from the Japanese side and Mr. Wang, the Governor

of Yuanpin-hsien, from the Chinese side are taking part in it.

Tou are demanded to act just in accordance with the directions
of Lt. Col. Morita."

That Battalion Commander rang off answering to me:

"Yes, I understand." Very soon afterwards, he telephoned to ;10

as follows:

"Regimental Commander! Only a very few minutes ago, we got

fired upon quite severely by Chinese troops near ILukouchiao
Castle and Lungwangmiso. What shall I do, Sirp®

I asked him:

"About what time in the world did it occur?®

-
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That Battalion Commander said:
"pAbout 3.40 a.m. Sir." |
I Went on questioning to him
"Now you say 3.40. Then it is quite possible for them to distin-
guish themselves from us, isn't it?"

The Battalion Commander's answer was:
"Yes 1t 1s. They can do so guite exactly. I trust that those
Chinese troops there did fire upon us with their perfect under-
standing that they wére doing so against Japanese troops."

Hereupon I made up my mind as follows:
"Up to the present, I have had a ray of hope that it might be
excusable on the Chinese side, 1f they should declare that they
fired upon us simply because they could not discern Japanese troops
well as it was at night. But now there is no further room for our
negotiations. They opened their fire when it was quite clear to
them that that we were Japanese troops. That is truly their insult
to the Japanese troops. A little more patience on our side would
allow Chinese troops.to act more and more outrageously and thus
the Japanese prestige would be lowered as a result. From now on,
we cannot refrain from taking a step to defend ourselves.,"

Furthermore, in due consideration of the responsibility shnirking
excuse on the Chinese side, ﬂamelﬁ, "in the vicinity of Lungwangmiao,
there ought to be no Chinese troops. Those who took unlawful acts I
are not our subordinates. They must be communists or bandits,"
I came to realize that it would be quite natural for me ‘to take
some drastic measures gt that juncture against their unlawful acts,
from the view point of our invocation of the right of self-defence
(1), in the sense of testifying that those who took unlawiul acts
were Chinese troops, (2), and also for the purpose of bringing this
incident to a conclusion with the minimum troubles (3).
I therefore issued the following order to the Battalion

Commander:
"They have unlawfully fired upon us not only once but also even
twice. It is impossible for us to be patient any longer. 1t is all

right for you to open hostilities resolutely, It is 4.20 now."_

(8) I reported by telephone each time to the Imperial Japanese Head-

quarters at Tientsin concerning 211 the situations up to that time,
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though I had often troubles in the telephone. In regard to my

issue of the order for the commencement of fighting, I made a report

after I gave that order to the Battalion Commander.,

It is because I most firmly believed as follows:
uThat was what ought to have been done guite naturally by the

'. garrison commander for his responsibility sake. I‘feared moreover

that the Japanese Headquarters at Tientsin was quite unable to
appreciate the actual situation on the spot so exactly as myself.
If, in spite of that fact, I should by any chance ask to my superior
| | about the determination I had to make as a matter of course for
| ‘ responsibility sake, it would be throwing my responsibility upon him,"
; : (9) ' As for my order to the Battalion Commander regarding the commence-
ment of fighting, I was not able to transmit it to Lt. Colonel
| . lorita's party, because that party had been already advancing toward
the actual spot in a motor car at that time,
Then the situation developed as follows:
e It was about 5 a.m. when Lt. Colonel Morita's party arrived at
' Ichimonji Hill.
At that time, the battalion commander Ichiki deployed his
i battalicn with the object of making an attack upon Lungwangmiao, had
i his infantry gun company occupy the position on Ichimonji Hill, and

was just going to assume offensive.

- W eSS T .n-':'[ ;

Great was the surprise of Lt.Colonel liorita who had not had

any means of knowing that his regimental commander had issued the
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order to that battalion commander to begin an action.
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Lt.Colonel Mporita jumped to the conclusion that the Battalion
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commander was doing a rash thing. He thought in addition that 1t

was quite contrary to the intention of the regimental commander who
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would always go by the principle of settling the question by peace-

-_— —_

L | ful negotiations,

- T —
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He for that reason immediately ordered that Battalion Commander
as follows:
"No advance for attack is allowed. KXeep remaining on the spot."
That Battalion Commander thought it very strange to receive

such an order at such a time., He, however, ordered his entire
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Battalion to halt on

the spot Just in accordance With

the
01’125"1 LIOPi ta “© It IT& S

directives oL Tt Col

and men were very

since the midnight of the

attalion stopped on the line

is f'oung almost in the north of

in theip mouths whije SOome other wvere just goinp

& to do so.
AT that very oment, they got Severely fired upon f'rom Lungwangmiao
and Lukouchigg Castle.
Lt.Col, Morita who E0T very indignant at that State of
affairs Spoke to the Ch

inese legotiating Committee gag I'ollows:
'AS you are very well aware, the whole Battalion

On the spot was

I have Just checked jt from

ance with the
* AS you have already
Chinese Croops outp

ageously

1y firedg upon us

10WN to themn, The whole

attacks Irom the time of 1ts g

at the Same time,

AS soon ag that Battalion

troops fireq upon it quite Violen

tly from bot
Lukouchiao, Still,

‘1€Se position at Lunguangmiao JUst sevep
lllnutes aftep commencing jtg advance,

Ninese troops retre

and ran into the Lukouchig Castle, whi

l1le the majority of them
Telreated away acrogs that riv

- i

ated alio
River

LNk

b

‘& Chinese POsitions at Lungwangmiao,

Some four or five




. *ﬂ“_-._—wmm T Py

- e s - T 2 N

T O RE
dead bodies of Chinese officers and_men were left behind.

= ‘—% -

Thus, that very fact was telling us with absolute exactitude that
those who took unlawful acts at that time were neither communists
; nor bandits as the Chinese authorities had stated before, but
{ : uﬁmistakably the Chinese troops.
g The Lukouchow Incident broke out truly in that way. I believe
that the above explanation enables every body to understand quite 3
perfectly that the Japanese troops there made their greatest possible E |
efforts and exertions with their long special patience just like an : |
adult who would try to soothe mischievous children in order that
they might be able to settle all the questions concerning those
Chinese unlawfui acts in a most peaceful way."
"It is enocugh to provoke a saint," (It would try the patience of : s

: | a saint.) runs an old Japanese proverb. That Lukouchiao Incident

occurred really in a situation exactly like that. |

; | (10) In this connection there is one thing which constantly sticks f

-~ . I to the memory of myself, the then regimental commander, and in :;E

I | addition can never, never be forgottén. That is none other than 3

the Fengtal Incident which occurred on September 18th, 1936, namely ‘Z;H

| one year before the occurrence of the Lukouchiao Incident., At that t B

: ; time, I conducted negotiations with the Chinese authorities by the | i

| - order of Major General Kawabe. I have the pleasure of giving only
its outline as regards this event.

| | On the evening of September 18th, No,7 Company of the Japanese

I troops at Fengtal and the Chinese troops there passed by each other

-
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in front of Fengtai Station. At that instant, this incident origi-
nated. The fact is that one Japanese medical orderly who was marching | d
in the rear of that Company was beaten on the head by a certain Chinese /
soldier at that time. That Japanese Company Commander urged the i ‘ﬁ
Chinese troop authorities to send out that bad soldier, while all o
the Chinese fled into the Chinese Barracks and that bad soldier was
not sent out to us at all. The result was that our whole Battalion
enveloped that Chinese Barracks and urged them to deliver that

criminal. Now, I have just used the word, "Barracks", but it was

only a very poor one which had been reconstructed from a Chinese %

hotel there.
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Major General Kawabe who received that report strongly advised
all Japanese troops at Fengtal never, never to open fire under
any circumstances. That Japanese Battalion which had been facing
the Chinese troops there went on keeping itself exacﬁly as it had
been and moreover, never, never fired even one round of ammunition
in strict obedience to the Brigade Commahder's order,

On the other hand, the Brigade Commander ordered me, the then
Regimental Commander, to proceed to Fengtéi in order to conduct
| negotiations with the Chinese negotiating committee there. From the
Chinese side, a brigade commander named Hsu Chang Lin came to that
place as a negotiating committee. The negotiations were conducted
in the Japanese Barracks at Fengtai from 3 o'clock to about 5 a.m.
on September 19th. ' The result was the following terms were
concluded:

(1) The Chinese troopé at Fengtal will be taken away

three kilometers from the Japanese Barracks.,

(2) The Chinese trooﬁs will apologize to the Japanese

troops there,

It goes without saying that that criminal will be
punished. Moreover, all responsible persons too

will be punished. Then, after punishment is over, a
report will be made to the Japanese troops in regard to
the matter.

The Chinese troops will give assurances that they will
never take any unlawful acts toward Japanese troops in
the future.

At that time, the Japanese Battalion Commander there was so
very indignant at that incident that he entreatgd me to allow him
to disarm completely that Chinese company which comﬁitted outrage
there,

I did not accept his entreaty but said to Mr. Hsu Chang Lin,
the then Chinese negotiating committee, as follows:

"My subordinate Battalion Commander is now so very indignant at
that incident that he is very anxious to disarm that Company quite

entirely, but as far as I am concerned, the spirit of Bushido - the

soul of our ancient warriors - does not allow me to offer an insult
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to your troops by conducting demilitarization when they say they
would apologize to Japanese troops with feelings of repentance for
their former evil deeds. An old Japanese proverb says, A fowler
will not catch a bird which would seek refuge in his own bosom!
The reason why I tried to satisfy myself oniy at your apology at the
expense of the enthusiastic petition of my subordinate at this |
time is truly based upon the above spirit. I hope, when you return,
that you will report to Mr. Sung Che Yuan, your chief committee,
about this very spirit of mine". |

Mr. Hsuholin also gave his consent to 1it.

During that negotiation, Major Sakurai who was one of the advisers

of the Chinese Army was also present there,
In spite of the above fact, only a few days later, Major Sakurai

paid a visit to me and told me as follows:

"The Regimental Commander did not carry out demilitarization based

upon his lofty spirit, at that time. But Hsuchanglin reported to

Sung Che Yuan as follows:

tThe Japanese troops were so much afraid of the great fighting

power of the Chinese troops that they could not carry out disarma-

*

ment.'™

After receiving lajor Sakurai's information, I came to realize
most keenly that I was too good-natured a person to conduct negotia-
+ion with the Chinese side and that that was probably one of the
reasons why their troops' contempt came to be increased even more
greatly toward Japanese troops there.

(11) The circumstances in which Tukauchiao and viecinity came to be

used by the Japanese Lrooops as their drill grounds:

It was in July, 1936 which was one year before the outbreak of the

Lukouchiao Incident that the Battalion under my command came to be

stationed at Fengtail.

The then Battalion Commander, Major Ichiki made a suggestion to
me that he was in great troubles because there was no place for
his drills in entire Fengtal area wﬁi:i was none other than Kaolliang

field.
with reg-rd to that suggestion, I gave a special order tO him
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him reconnoiltire the bed of the vungting River and

so as to have
that Battalion Commander

its viecinity. A& Very few days later,

reported to me as follows:

nthe bed of the yungting River athd the entire vicinity of Lukou-

onsist of sand which is mixed wi
parts there where some

chiao which ¢ th small pebbles have

very few farm products, and even in some
products are found, they are only the farms for peanuts oOr something

suitable for our drills. 1 am

of that kind. 2o they are all very

without making any careful

t I made a previous report
a1 delight.

very sorry tha

reconnalilssance. That report was made with his speci

T immediately reporte
and asked the S

d that matter to my Brigade Commander,

pecial service Tnstitutions

ia jor General Kawabe,
In this

ot negotiations with the Chinese authorities.

there tO condu
d as our drill

q near LukouchiaO cdame to be use

way, the entire are
eported to the commander

This matter was also T
From that time OI, Lukouchiao

and vicinity we Fengtal as thelr

drill grounds.

(12) Our inTormation to the C which was made beforehand

hinese side

necessity of prevens

side after

ident of 3September 18th, 1936, the

occurrence of +he Fengtal 1Inc
make jnformation before-

o the

de voluntarily made it a rule TO

e side through the 3pecial Se
the whole battalion

| Japanese si
rvice Institutions on

hand to the Chines
4 exercise in which

our fiel
+ not only at night but also

i egch occasion of

under my command was to take paTl

cven

r T in the day time.
y time as well as night exercises of the Vvery day

the exact information was made
ided

As for the da

of the outbreak of that Incident,

The regimenta

T iy, -

1 commander had already dec

+o the Chinese side.
s inspection of the company
stress was being laiad

drills of the Fengtai Troops

+o conduct hi
ypon night

on and after July 9th.
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go in for the inspection of their night exercises and the remaining
one-company for the inspection of its day time exercises, and

to let them know on the very day of inspection regarding all subjects
of my inspection.

Consequently, the battalion at Fengtal mapped out its plan to
use July 8th for the care of arms and clothing for that inspection
and decided upon July 7th as the last day for its preparatory
training for the inspection. On that day, all companies were engaged
in their exerises from the day fime till night in all different
time énd places.

I, the then Regimental Commander, was going to make previous
arrangements with my assistants concerning that inspection by

collecting all of them in the vicinity of Ichimonji Hill from the

very early morning of July &th.




SUPPLEMENT

(1) The time mentioned in this note is the standard time
in Peking, China.

(2) In (2) para, a soldier that had been missing was found {

afterwards as the result of searching. Being astonished |

by a sudden shooting from Chinese side he had been f

at a point far from the main force of company.
(3) To (5) para - Matters which were estimated from
; number or rifles, method of shooting, number of bullets:
Number of bullets were about 70 - 80 rounds. Number of
rifles leveled at were no less than 30. The battalion

t ﬂ cormander instantly judged them to be Chinese troops

—
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from the method of shooting which were comparatively

| J accurate.

(4) In (7) para, matters which I confirmed to the battalion i
commander about the condition of severe shooting: |
Number of bullets were no less than 300 rounds., Number

! of rifles used were at least more than 70. Judging from the

? sound of bullets passing overhead it was sure that the

i | bullets were shot against our side.

| (5) To (7) para. Points which were distinctly discriminated
Chinese and Japanese:

Qe As'figures of Chinese soldiers on the wall of
Lukouchia Castle and Lungwangmiao were plaihly
{ recognized from our side, we judged that they had to

be able to recognize us as Japanese troops from Chinese

-
- 4 o -
- o . -
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side.

b. ~The distance between us and them was about 3CO

meters to Lukouchiao Castle and about 600 meters to I:umngmin.

Ca :Dgxlrenk en July 8th in Peking districts was abeut 0240 heurs, if I
remember cerrectly.

(6); < To"(9) para. For Lt.Col. Morita's disposition for the

- '
- o .
- e — | ———— - — e

attack at that time, the Chinese committee too approved

that injustice was on Chinese side and that the challenge

was inevitable.



SUPPLEMENT (2)

(7) To (9) para. Number of corpsesof Chinese officers and
men: left in Chinese position at Lungwangmiao was 27
including officers. And casua.l tles on Japénese side

in this fighting were 2 killed and 5 wounded, I remember,
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A FACTUAL ACCOUNT OF JULY 7th INCIDENT

| -=weBy General Ching T eh=Chun-=e«e

(Formerly Mayor of Peiping and concurrently Vice-Commander of
the 29th Army. At present, Vice-Minister of Military Operations)

I. PROLOGUE
A. The Political and Military Conditions in Hopei and Chahar

provinces Prior to the War of Resistance

1. Political - Before the Incident of July 7th, the Hopel-
Chahar Political Council was the responsible institution in
charge of polﬁ.ticul affairs in Hopel and Chahar Provinces.
General Sun c.b,o-nan was the Chairman of the said Council, belng
appointed by‘ the National Govermment. The Council had juris-
diction over Hopei and Chahar Provinces and Peiping and Tientsin
Hunioipalitijn General Feng Chi-An and General Liu Ju-Ming
were the Gov'}"_. jor of Hopel Provinece and Chahar Province respect~
ively. *'I, 'pg;elf, was then Mayor of Peiping, while General
Chang chi-c}l/lmg, who later fell gallantly for the country as
Comanﬂardfnddhief, was then Mayor of Tientsin,

Since tho:lg costless 1nvasion of the Chinese North-Eastern
three Pruvinhn, followed by the mnsion of the Jehol Province,
and the Bntth ot the Great Wall, the Japanese aggressors con-
sidered all thnue provinces in North China as something that ‘
could be vé Quily taken over. Peiping and Tientsin, there~
fore, booqnmthp front line of national defense. However, all
the policies; oﬂ the local authorities in Hopei, Chahar, Peiping
and Tientsin me\-e formulated and carried out in conformity with
instructionJ rand lau proclaimed by the National Government.

-le
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For example, the election of representatives of the People's
Congress, the concentrated military training of all college
students, were considered by the Japanese aggressors as measures

inconsistent with the status of special area. Repeatedly,
Japanese opened negotiations and interfered with such administra-

tion, but all the inducements and threats falled., Finally they
resorted to the military aégreuion on July 7th, 1937.

2., Military - In North China, the 29th Army was the main
force, which hnd its garrisons all over Hopel, Chahar, Pelping
and Tientsin, At the time of the Incident, the 37th Division
under the co‘und of General Feng Chi-An was stationed in the
suburbs of P;Qiping, namely, Nan-Yuan, Pei-Yuan, Si-Yuan,
Lukuochiao (In.roo Pole Bridge), Chan-Sin-Tien, and Paoting.,

The 38th Di'r:l.nion under the command of General Chang Chi-Chung
was atatienod at Tientsin, Young-Chun, Langfang, Chm-Ling-chen,
Taku, Tangku, pmd along the Tientsin-Pukow Rallway such as
Ma-Chan and Tbmehow. The 143rd Division under the command of
General Liu m-rll.tng was stationed in the Chahar Proﬂl.nce, at
Kalgan, Ghang-pﬂei Chai-KuorPno, Yeng~Ching, ankowg eto. The
132nd Divisiqln under the comand of General Chao Tong-v-?:u was
spread over #he southern part of Hopel Province, nanel} Ta-Ming,
Ho-ch:l.en, Hs/:l.on-nsien, Jen~Chiu, etc, 'i'aﬁ‘-

l . "
!"' 'l

Lukuochiadt (llarco Polo Bridge) where the Incident of July
7th broke out, :ls situated about 20 L1 southwest to tf.w Chang-Y
Gate of Peiping‘ City., The District Government of thu‘ Whn—Ping
Hsien was at th, east of the bridge. The city of lua:-Ping was

not large. Both inside and outside of the eity of Haﬁ-?ing were
Do ‘
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guarded by troops of the 37th Division, This place, being on
the main communication line west of Peiping, was strategically
very important. Japanese forces, stationed at Fengtail, had
repeatedly demanded the withdrawal of the Chinese garrison from
this place, and also from Chan-8in-Tien. All these demands were
refused by our side in unmistakable terms. In the winter of
1936, Japanese intended to reinforece their garrisen force, and
planned to build barracks and airfield in the area between
Fengtal and Lukuochiao (Marco Pole Bridge), in order to control
completely North China. In spite of their efforts in repeﬁteﬂ
negﬁtiations, we refused them in severe wordings, Thus
frustrated, Japanese changed their tactics. They attempted to
lay their hands on the local inhabltants by inducilng and
threatening them to lease or sell the lands voluntaﬁily'to the
Japanese, But, according to the reportc of COmmissLbPar wing
Leng-Chal, who governed that area, the local rosidenipihad no
intention to lease or to sell the lands belonging to ﬁhem. The

residents made sworn statements te that effect and authantioated
these statements with their finger prints. One day, HAS&IIDTO,
the Chief of Staff of the Japanese Garrison Forces 1n.No§th
China, Wachi, and some other Japanese offlcers called on.mq and
again requested to buy these lands. They argued that the\1d9a1
inhabitants desired to lease or sell voluntarily, yet 1% pould
not be realized, apparently due to the opposition of the QOvernw
ment in North China. My reply was that, no right of 1and\§n
any country could be freely leased or sold to foreigners, fxr
we asked for a_lease or purchase of land in the vieinity of

|
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Tokye, could that be allowed by your Government, In the least
minimum, landed properties owned by private persons who enjoy
ownership of such properties could not be disposed of by the
Government at will. gSince you asserted that the residents were
willing to sell their lands, what was the proof of this assertion.,
HASHIMOTO countered by demanding us to produce proof of the un-
willingness to lease or sell their lands on the rart of the
residents. Upon this T produced the sworn statements of the
residents authenticated with their finger prints and forwarded to
me by cgnnissioner‘wgng, to the effect that they would not sell
any land. HASHIMOTO and other Japanese officers, upon seeing
these documents, could not say anything, This episode which
brought disgrace and anger to them must have embittered them,
From that time on, under the pretext of laneuvers they hoped to
invade and occupy Wan-Ping City by ecatehing us unprepared, This
was the immediate cause leading to the outbreak of the Incident,

B. B8Stages of Japanese Aggressions

1. Alienation and Estrangement = The Japanese attempted to
alienate and estrange the local authorities in North China from
the Central Government by inducement and by threat hoping thereby

fumerous attempts they made could be summed up as inducement by
bribery and threat by force. All these attempts, howaver, were

met with flat refusal from the local authorities, Their qgnspiracy
could by no means be realized. This was the first atage of enemy
aggression in North China, a period running roughly from.tho

1

Autumn 1935 to the Summer 1936, |
=




'gs Economic Monopoly - The Japanese hoped to attain economic

monopoly under the mask of friendship and fraternization and the

watchword, "equality and reciprocity."
by them were:

The concrete demands made
8+ To construct a Tsang-shih Raillway (between
I'sangchow and Shih-chia-Chwang, both in southern Hopei), b. To

develop the Lung-Yen Iron Mines (in Chahar Province), and ¢, To

tariffs on Japanese commodities,

All these demands, the acceptance of which would impair the

sovereignty of China, were flatly refused, Tﬁia'was the second

« The period covered
ran roughly from the Summer 1936 to the Spring 1937.

3+ Threat by Armed Forces - After realizing that alienation,

estrangement, and attempts to attain economic monopoly had all

failed, the Japanese finally decided upon threat by armed force.

They hoped to reach their goal without fighting., At the

beginning of the Lukuochiao (Marco Polo Bridge Incident),

Japanese had no anticipation other than Chinese submission after
a blow dealt to the Chinese by thbir

forces.,

comparatively superior

They anticipated that EQpei Shansi, shantung, Chahar,

and Dueiyuen Provinces could thua be turned into a region of

special status (for the import or the word "special"
translator's note 1),

y See
thus realining the second step in the plan
of General TANAKA for the oonqqapt of the whole world. They

never thought that, at the call of our supreme leader, all

Chinese would rise and take up the War of Resistance on all

}
fronts. As to the drawn-out War 0 Resistance over long, long
5w

i




-period, and the fact that we never wavered all the way through,
was €ven more un@xpected'hy the cnamy.f
II. PACTUAL ACCOUNT OF THE INCIDENT
At 0010, in the evening of July 7th, 1937, I received a
report from the Hopei-Chahar Foreign iffairs Commission, which
stated that the said commission had received a telephone call

from MATSUI, the Chief of the Japanese Special Service Board,
saying: "One company of Japanese troops, in night maneuver in
the vicinity of Lukouchiao (Marce Polo Bridge) Jjust a while ago,

P -k.'t'iu - ﬂ':..'_:'*‘? =

seemed to have heard a few gun shots fired by soldiers of the

37th Division of the 29th Army stationed in the city of Wan-Ping.
The gun shots brought some confusion of the troops in maneuver.,

As a result of the reoll call, one Japanese soldier was found to
‘.g be missing. Japanese troops demanded to enter and search the

eity of Wan-Ping this very evening." The sald commission asked

instructions by belephone as to how to deal with the situation,

I immediately replied that Japanese troops, maneuvering in
Chinese territory at their own will, were in violation of
international law. Neither had they notified us in advance,
nor had they obtained our permission, The Chinese Government

RO 0.8 W s € i N SR I BT S O SR T s - -

has no responsibility whatsoever for the alleged missing soldler.
Even if it is true that a soldier was really missing, we shall

order the Chinese troops stationed at Lukouchiao (Marco Polo

~ C --.-_t‘-'r r’q R R I T —
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Bridge) to conduct a search for the Japanese soldier on our own
behalf in cooperation with local police forces, My instructions
were transmitted to the Japanese by the Hopei-Chahar Forelgn Affairs
Commission., Soon thereafter, the said commission again tele-
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phoned me and reported that after transmission of the reply, both
the Japanese Special Service Board and the Japanese troops were

not satisfied. The Japanese insisted on conducting a search in

the city by force. If refused, they decided to encircle the walled

city., I again immediately replied that in case of such unreasonable~

ness on the part of Japanese, so vioclent and barbarious, we, for
the sake of self-defense, could only take the course of resolute
resistance., Then I called on Regiment Commander Chi Sin-Wen

over the telephone., At that time, one battalion of the regiment
under his command was in charge of garrison duties at Lukuochlao,
while other two battalions and his Regiment Headquarters were at
Chan-8in-Tien, I asked Commander Chi whether his regiment had
maneuvered tonight., Chl replied in the negative, I asked him
whether there were any Japanese troops maneuvering in the vieinity
of Lukuochiao (Marco Polo Bridge). Chi replied that he had re-
ceived no such information, but that he would immediately send out
his men to investigate. Thereupon, I informed him the negotiations
between the Japanese and us, and ordered him to send at once able
men to proceed toward the direction of Fengtal, to detect pessible
Japanese troop movements. On the other hand, I ordered by tele-
phone, Commissioner Wang Lun-Chail, who was concurrently the
Magistrate of Wan-Ping Hsien, to investigate and to report on the
maneuvering of Japanese troops and whether any Japanese soldier
was missing. Soon, I received a telephone call from Commander
Chi, who reported that, according to the report of the officer
dispatohed towards the direction of Fengtai, about a battalion of
Japanese troops with six pieces of artillery, was now advancing
from Fengtai towards Lukouchiao (Marco Polo Bridge), and whether .

'] -

- AP e WG A -’

= - * '(_{m”h&iﬁ:i—l—ﬂhﬁ-‘!&' ol

4m\.___ - oy e I.-l“

o il

Ll TR N




e e g # —?‘“

—

there was any reinforcements following this column had to await
further detection. Thereupon, as the Vice-Commander of thox 29th
Army, I immediately ordered Regiment Commander Chi to well guard
the city of Wan-Ping, that not a single Japanese soldier was ta._bo
allowed to come in, that not a single inch of territorg'was t'o: l\:to
allowed to lose, that in virtue of our responsibility as soldierfp;
to guard our territory, the Wan-Fing city would be, 1néau of
necessity, the most precious and glorious graveyard of pﬁr ranks
and files, that we should share the same fate with the bity If
they did not open fire first, we should not first open‘f:l:_x'e upon
them. If they should first open fire, we were sure to deal them
fatal blows. After having my order, Chi sent another,;hgttalion
to enforce the guard at Lukouchiao (Marco Polo Bridge)"l_'.‘and he
himself led the battalion there to reinforce the dereﬁl -' At
the same time, Commissioner Wang Lun-Chai came to Peiping to
report in person the factual result of his investigation. . 8o, I

sent Commissioner Wang, together with Wei Tsung-Han, ﬂbmibs:lonar of
Foreign Affalirs of Hopei-Chahar Provinces, Lin Ken-!ub also a
member under Commissioner Wei, and Chou Jun-Ye, Chief bl’ Communica-
tion Section, of the Pacification Headquarters, to nogét\iate with
MATSUI. At 0500 in the morning, successive reports mtbr}ad me
that Japanese troops had come to the edge of the oity:and demgndeg
the entry of the ecity by forece, that we had to prepar§ :lror the""__
defense on the one hand and to try to stop their enttyby negotiﬁﬂ
tion on the other, The Japanese, realizing by that time that thoﬁ
was no hope for them to take the city of Wan-Ping without fighting,
finally encircled it on three sides, Our forces put"ti_lp defense works

G
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on the walls. Around 0600, enemy machine gun fire began to attack
the ¢ity, and enemy forces came towards it. This was the very
beginning of the Sino-~Japanese war, And the responsibility of

the Incident was also definitely fixed (upon Japan),

Hostilities on the 8th and 9th of July were heavy, and
Japanese suffered many casualties. The rallway bridge leading to
Chan-Sin-Tien was occupied by Japanese in the morning of the 8th,
and on the same night, two companies of Chinese troops, each
soldier equipped with a pistol, a sword, and four hand grenades,
moved up stealthily. They suddenly attacked, when they approached
the bridge head, The enemy, about a company strong, was surprised
and most of them were killed. Japanese, seeing that they were
suffering setbacks, sent MATSUI and others to me on the following
day, and asked for negotiation, I had foreseen their intention
before they came, so I refused them. Soon thereafter, they came
again and explained the intention of truce, adding that the missing
soldier had already been found, so that a peaceful settlement
would be feasible. We began to discuss and, as a result, decided
on three conditions: (a) All military actions should cease on both
sides, (b) Troops of both sides should return to their original
positions, and (c¢) The 37th Division which entertains more hostile
feelings against Japan, should be replaced by some other unit of
the 29th Army for the defense of Wan-Ping city, An understanding
was also reached that both sides should refrain from developing
henceforth incidents of similar nature., Yet, these conditions
were nothing but Japanese tactics to delay and thus to gain time.
Utilizing this breathing space, units of the Kwanturng Army were

-9-




sent to Po:!.ping and Tientsin area for attack. We detected their
conspiracy, and had to order hastily the Division under the commend
of Gonergl Chao stationed in Ta-ming and Ho-Chien in southemHopei
to proceed to Peiping, At that time, General Sung Che-Yuan was on
leave of absence in his home town in Shantung, After my repeated
telegrams asking for his return, he arrived in Peiping on the

12th of July. We discussed strategies and policies, War again
broke out on the 14th, and more intensified than before. Every
day, enemy shelled the Wgn-P:lns ¢ity by artillery, to cover the
advance of their infantry, but were all repulsed by our army. On
the 25th of July, enemy airplane, in reconnaissance over the
Pelping~Taming highways discovered that our troops of large numbers
were advancing northward, and the spearhead had already arrived

at Nanyuan. On the 26th of July, Japanese handed us an ultimatum
to the effect that the 37th Division be withdrawn from the Pelping
area within 24 hours, failing which they would attack us by large
forces. To defend ourselves, we attacked immediately on the 27th
enemy troops at Fengtai and in the vicinity of Lukuochiao (Marco
Polo Bridge). In the same evening, we killed quite a number of
Japanese at Fengtal, recaptured the west flank and the south flank
of Fengtal, and pressed on near the enemy headquarters there.
KATSUKI, Seiji, the Japanese Commander in Chief, ordered Japanese
reinforcements from Tungchow and Tientsin, with strong equipment
and more than 30 airplanes, to make an onslaught. In the early
morning of the 28th, the enemy with the combined forces of the
land and air, fiercely attacked Nan-yuen with all their strength.
Large scale hostilities developed with heavy casualties, unpre-
cedented since the outbreak of the incident. Around 2 p,m.,, most
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regretfully, General Chao Tung~Yu, Division Commander, General Tung
Ling-Kou, Vice Army Commander, were both killed in action, Casual-
ties reached more than 5,000 including both dead and wounded among

our officers and soldiers.

Some time before this, repeated telegrams from our Supreme

Commander (Generalissimo Chiang) ordered General Sung, Chairman of

the Hopei-Chahar Political Council to proceed to Paoting (in
southern Hopel) and to direct operations from there. 1G¢nora1
Sung now acted as directed by these orders. I myself went to

Paoting with him in the night of the 28th. Considerable success
was scored by the Chinese forces in Tientsin who made their attacks
bravely on the 29th and 30th of July. Subsequently, they also

evacuated acconﬁing to orders received, They fell ba&k to the
south of Iientsln.along the Tientsin~Pukow Railway, whilo other
troops were put up along the Peiping-Hankow Railway. In.alaao
oollaboration,batwten.each other, they began to engage th&hsolval
in long-tern.apsistance against the enemy. This was what happenod
during the Lukthh:tao (Marco Polo Bridge) Incident and the War of

Resistance theqeafter.*

Leading Jhpanase officers who 1nstigated this Incident*iares

KAIBUKI, qriji, Commander 1n.@h10f of the Japanese Garrisqn
. Forces in Tieﬁt31n

KAWABE, Sqizo, Brigadier Co er

HUTAGUCHI, Renyam,'Regiment C¢mlander

SAKAI, Takashi, Ex~Chief of S#utr'ot the Japanese Garrison
Forces in Tiontstn

But the instigator at the v.rr beginning of Japanese aggression

in north Chinqgwas DOHIHARA, Kenji,ltha same man who instigated the
A l
-114




| 'll -

- e =

gl-
= 3
4
.
%

yukden Incident of 18 September 1931. All these men should be
held responsible for the war of aggression. As to the narcotic
policy and various atrocities committed in enemy occupied af?as,\
which according to reports from all sides, were intensified dék )
time went on, Much to my regret I could not produce dotiniﬂi and
strong evidences for these activities and atrocitles since I &gd

\\
left for operations along Peiping-Hankow, Pelping-Taming, and |

\I

Tientsin~-Pukow Railway lines. \

dﬁIHG Teh~Chun (sealed)
Formerly Mayor of Peiping and concurrently
Vice~Commander of the 29th Army

At present, Vice-Minister, Ministry of Military Operations

I hereby certify that the above statement was mgde in.chungking by
General Ching Teh-Chun on this day, formerly Mayor of Peiping and
concurrently Vice-Commander of the 29th Army; at preseht, Vice=
Minister of the Hiniatry of Military Operations,

Lin Ting-Ping (sealed)
Assistant Director, East Asiati¢ Bureau
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Dates 2 April 1946, Chungking
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