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HEADQUARTERS RESTRICTED
U, S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY B
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NO, (USSBS 445) Place: Tokyo
NAV, NO. 96 Date: 24 November 1945

Division of Orisin: Naval Analysis Division,

Subject: MaARSEALLS -~ GILBERTS Operations.
Peraonnel interrozeted and backeround nf eachs

Rear aAdmiral NARSESHIMA, Shuncraku, I.J.N,: Chief of Staff

of Javaenese Fourth Fleet (Inner South Scas Area) December 1942 to
December 1943,

Where intcerviewed:  MBIJI Fuilding, Hoom 618,
Interrosator:s Captaln Steadmen Teller, USN
Interoreter: Lt(je) R. P. Brown, USIR,

allied Officers Pre~ent: None,
SUMMARY

Reliance for defense of the MARSHALLS ~ GILBIERTS was
placed lercely on the reinforced islend gerrisons and reinforced
land-besed air squedrons, Reilnforcements 1in both cetesories wore
in progress at the time, U.S, forc~s invaded the GILBERTS, The
combined atrensth of Javenese flecta in the Central Pecific wes
not sufficient for z concerted offort to oponse the inveslon,
Severe attrition of lend-based eircraft in the area and lack

~f air groups for their carriers nede imprecticel 2ny form of
aurface force attack on the U, S, forces,
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Transcript of interrocation of (Rear admiral NAB.SHIM., Shunselu,
I.J.N,)

Qe I have been told in earlier interviews that, in November
1943, the gzenersl vlen was t~ defend the M«RSHALL - GILBSET
ISL.NDS by reinforeins the islend ec2rrisnneg, by brinsings in
more shore-besed aireraeft from TRUK end RAFAUL and rolyving
on the 1alands carris-ns egirereft tn defend the MARSHALLS-
GILBERTS, 1t was not plenncd in Hovember to use the major
portion of the fleet in the defense, Is thet correct?

A, Reinforcement aircreft were broucht in from KISAisaZU, Some
troops were sent from TRUK $o0 reinforce the MARSHALLS -
GILBERTS, It wes planned that the Fourth Fleet would
cooperate with the Combined Fleet in defending the MAZSHALLS
~ GILBERTS, Of course, the Fourth Fleet beins smell, cnhuld
not do much by itseclf, The generel expectetion wes thet
you would attack sith-r NAURU, the GILBERT ISLANDE or WAKE,
Theso polints would be defended by the troons an hend end
the Yavy., 4army tronp reinforcements would be moved into
the KWaJaLlEN Area and from there would be distributed where
needed in the MARSHALLS for defense. It hed been intonded
tnr send reinforecements also tn NAURU, GILBERTS end WAKE,
but the Ue S. Attack on the GILEERTS ncecurred bofore this
¢ruld be done,

Qe Did the Commender »~f the Fourth Fleet determine where ree-
inforeement trorps were to be sent =2nd order them tn those
islends?

A, Two days prior t~» your initial attack ~n the GILBERTS, 2n
ettack in this general srce wes snticineted, The hesd-
querters nf the Fourth Fleet was moved tn KVAJALEIN by
2ir on 19 November, It wes plenned to dbring trrops from
THUK to the erea for reinforcement, usinz three cruisers end
two destroyers, It was e£len plenncd to brine reinforcement
aircreft into the area from RabaUL 2nd TRUK, However, re-
cent aircraft losses end damages in the RABAUL Aree nrevented
eany substantiel reinforcements, It weas the rosponsibility
of the Commander of the Fourth Floct to deplay trooms ==
he considered necesssry for defeonse nf the islends,

Qe Can you rec2ll the troov reinfrrcements which you received
subsequent to July 1943 from JalPaN end other eress outside
of the CENTRAL PACIIFIC, |

A, Between July 1943 end the initiel GILBERTS Oceration, only
e army divisicn of =2bout 15,000 tn 16,000 was brought
into the Inncr South Seas qaree, No nevel reinfrorcements
were received, The 22 air Flotilla wes reinforced, dbut I
don't reesll to whot extent. I believe them tn be about
40 nlencs, I believe the Army tronps snoken of were
broucht from UTSUNOMIYa, |

Qe  What was the A(X00) detechment?

A, I don't know nf e detechment by thet nsme, hrwever, I believe
it was prnbadbly en army detechment, 3Iarly in Oct~ber, tw-
army battelions passcd throuch, one vie TRUK and the other
POYAPEs bath goins nn without delay tn K¥AJALEIN,

Qe  When you mrved the Headquarters nf the Fourth Fleet to
KinJ sLEIN, did the flacship move there nr did you 0 eshare
at WaJ ALEIN?
A, The Heedquerters of the Fourth Fleet wes alwayes ash- re, normally

at THUK, 1In this instance, we flew tn EWAJALEIYN end besed
gshore,
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Transcript of interrogation of (Rear Admirel NABESHIM, Shunsaku,

o

o

IlJIH.)

Tell me of the movements of the Fourth Fleet crulsers end
destroyers after 1 November 1943,

On 18 November, the cruisers NAKA, ISUZU, and NAGARA and
four unidentified destroyers left TRUK, The NAGARA and
ISUZU plun two destroyers were carrying troops to» MILLE,

The NAKA and remeinine two destr-yers were cerrying Army
tronps to KWAJALEIN,

When these ships left TRUK, did you intend them tn &0 t0
MILLE and EWAJALEIN or t» some other 1slands?

The reinforcements in NAGARA and ISUZU were intended for
MILLE because the garrisnon there was considered weak, The
ships bound for MILLE arrived at thet islend on the evening
of November 22nd or 23rd, unloaded their troops during the
nigzht and devarted the next mornin~ for KWATALEIN, erriving
at KWAJALEIN one day later. The ships which went Airectly
from TRUK to KWAJALEIN arrived the 22nc November,

Did all seven shins remein at KWaJALEIN then until our

cerrier attack on 4 December? .

The NaKia and her accomvanyins two destroyers had left KWAJALEIN
on the 23rd for TARAWA S0 take troov reinforcements, and
consequently were not at KWAJALEIN for the carrier atteck on

4 December. These three shivs landed reinforcements at

TAROA and lefs immpﬁiaéely returnine Airect to TRUK,

When did the Sedond Fleet unite enter and cepart KWAJALEIN?
Unite of the Second Fleet arrived XWAJALEIN on 22 November,
A conference wes held between the Commencers-in-Chief

Second and Fourth Fleets to discuss the situation then
developins in the GILBERT Islende, It was Ceciced that the
combined forces of the Second end Fourth Fleets werc not
sufficient to attack or rcpulse the American force and that
the Third Fleet, namely the cerriers, would be necessery for
this purpose, However, since there were no alrcreft groups
available for the carriers, the use of this force was not
possible, Consequently, since ailr strencth was insufficient,
the Second Fleet retired to BROWN Atoll leaving KWAJALEIN
on the 24th and arrivins at BROWN on the 25th where 1%

remained until 5 December, at which time it deverted for
TRUX,

Did you heve any warninge of the air atteck on KWAJALEIN by
carrier planes on 4 December? s
We were alerted for attecks at all time, but the exact time
was nat anticipated, 3

p
”

Do ynu recall the damece to ships anc installations that

wag ‘one in that carrier attack on’4 December?

The NAGARA received nepr misses nnly and was able to navizate,
The ISUZU receives two bomb hits putting rudder out of
commiseion and makin, her unnavisable but she was eventually
repairei, Three freighters, 2,000 to 3,000 tons were sunk by
bombs and strafines, In this connection, it was customery to
send only the small type freichters to the MARSHALLS Area,
Estimaete ten aircraft destroyed on the ground, personnel
casuelties very slight, On 25 December, the 24th Alr Flotilla
was broucght in to the MARSHALLS becesuse of the losses
substained by the 22nd Air Flotilla originally there. About
this time, 20 fighters from the Third Fleet were also broucht
into the MARSHALLS for reinforcement, These fighters came

from the Second Carrier Division which was a part of the
Third Fleet.
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Transcript of interrosation of (Rear Admirel FABESHIM, Shunsaku,
I.J.N,)

Qs When i the NAGARA and ISUZU return to TRUK from KWAJ ALEIN?
Ao Abr»ut 1 January.

Q. Were there =ny other movements of vour ships in this arca
in November or December?

A, The only movement of lerse shine was the trip of the NaGARA
end ISUZU from TKUK tn NAURU, towar s the end of October, for
the purpose of cerrying troons. In early November two destroyers
went from TRUEK to KWAJALEIN also carryine troovs, There were
sbout 20 suxiliary nowered eailin:s vesseli of spproximetely 300

tons, wooden construction, which were usea for supolyln~ the
MAISHALLS ~ GILBERTS Area,

Q. Do you remember the Number 2 NANKAI MARU which went tn
MILLE 2bout 22 December?

A, I'm not familiar with this shin, but she mey heve been one of
the two eviation supply shins npersted by the 22nd Alr

Flotilla, which carried aviation ~asnline and asircreft merts
to various btascs,

Qe On 18 September 1943 some B-24!'s attacked NAURU, Do you
recall whet damar~e was done durlins that attack?
A, air fields were heevily damaed and ten aircraft destroyed,
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