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To MY FRIEND

Professor BASIL HALL CHAMBERLAIN,

and Ris collabor=tor

W. B. MASON,

Authors of Murray’s Hand-book to Japan.

Whose guidance has led my footsteps to all that is most
beautiful in this fairest of lands, I dedicate this little record
of work which has been to me a labour of love.

Herbert G. Ponting
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HERE are many mountains of great beauty in Japan, but in all this
charming land there is no other that can compare with Fuji San—
the highest, most famous and loveliest of them all.

Fuji is a sleeping volcano, an isolated cone, rising from a fertile plain.

There are no mountains near to detract from the stately majesty and sym-
metry of the snow-clad peak which towers to a height of 12,365 feet into
the heavens.

Though there has been no eruption of Fuji since the year 1708, yet in
several places on the crater’s lip the. ground is very hot, testifying to the
presence of slumbering fires which may at any time burst forth again.

From the earliest ages, Japanese writers have described the beauty of

Fuji, and poets have sung its charms.

Who that has seen the sun-kissed crest, gleaming dazzling white against
the deep blue of the winter sky, will not admit that the mountain is worthy
of all the praise which has heen bestowed upon it—and more ?

The Japanese never tire of Fuji; for its beauty is ever changing, and in
all its aspects they worship it.

There is the ‘ Morning Fuji " as it appears at sunrise, shaking off the
mists of night. There is the  Midday Fuji,” towering far above the clouds
which encircle the lower slopes. There is the ‘ Night Fuji,” blocking out a
large fan-like space in the starlit sky, with the moon shining on its snow-
clad crest. And there are many other phases of equal beauty.

Perhaps, however, in none of its moods is Fuji more lovely than when

at sunset its fair shape is reflected in one of the many lakes which lie like
golden mirrors at its foot.

It 1s a long and tedious climb to the top of Fuji; but many thousands
of pilgrims annually make the ascent, for, according to popular belief, the
journey round the crater, and worship at the shrine of Kono-hana-saku-ya-
hime, the goddess who inhabits the mountain, gain for the sturdy devotee
much religious merit.

In August and September the black slopes are dotted all over with bands
of pilgrims dressed in white, and the mountain is all a-tinkling with their
little sweet-toned bells.

As they toil slowly upwards, they call out to each other the Shinto
words “ Rokkon-sho-jo;””—an exhortation to keep the heart pure, and ‘the
six senses free from every taint of evil.

From Gotemba it is a journey of about twenty miles to the rest-house
at the summit,

Nearly half this distance may be accomplished on horseback ; but beyond

a point called ““ Umagaeshi,”” Fuji’s slopes are sacred ground, and above
this place no horse’s foot may tread.

From here upwards, the path is a tiring zig-zag through loose ash and
cinders ; but once the top is gained, the glorious view amply repays the

weary’ pilgrim, for the map of Japan, 800 miles from horizon to horizon,
lies stretched in relief at his feet.

The summit of Fuji is a series of great ragged crags burnt to every
colour of the spectrum. In many places they are piled up to a height of a
hundred feet or more around the mountain’s edge, and completely encircle
the crater which is 500 feet in depth and about a third of a mile across.

The cloud phenomena to be seen from the summit of Fuji are beyond the
power of language to adequately describe.

At dawn, the pilgrims assemble on the East side of the mountain top
to_witness the rising of the sun.

It is a weird and magnificent spectacle.

The blackness of the heavens slowly turns to a soft grey, which gradually
becomes lighter and changes to a delicate blush, which in turn becomes a
roseate pink. The pink deepens and grows momentarily more vivid, until
the great disperser of the shadow called night, tips the clouds with burning
gold and vermilion, and, rising slowly above them—a great red ball of fire—
fills the scene with glory untold.

The pilgrims fall on their knees, and bow their heads to the ground in
adoration ; and, with much rubbing of rosaries, the plaintive cadence of the
Buddhist prayer ‘‘ Namu-myoho-renge-kyo ’’ rises like a lamentation to the
skies above,

The journey round the base of Fuji is the most beautiful scenic tour
in Japan.

The kindly nature which made this lovely land has surpassed all its
other efforts in the glorious profusion with which it has scattered feathery
woods and dense forests, rippling rills and roaring rivers, dancing cascades
and thundering waterfalls on every side; but of all the beauties of the
journey, the most enchanting are the lakes which lie embosomed like flashing
jewels among the hills.

Of them, Shoji and Motosu are the most beautiful. The latter excels in
exquisite colour and delicate beauty all the lakes of Japan, and challenges
comparison with the fairest waters of the world.

Tokyo, 1905.

HERBERT G. PONTING.
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