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‘THE NEED FOR REFORM _z.,
ENGLISH TEACHING
IN :
THE MIDDLE SGHOOLS om.‘
SZEGCHUAN - 2 £0

< During the last 25 years there has been a great

deal of useful research done on the question -of

~ teaching English to non-English speaking people:

Perhaps the most mnotable has been the work

of Professor Harold Palmer in the Instituteof

Research In English Teaching, in Japan; and
the work of Dr, Michael west, formerly of
Dacca Teacher Training College in F&v. ,
On the basis of what these two men and
their associates have dona, teachers of m%r

have b.en shown Sum nozoazﬁ »B%nauvw the,

ings:

L §
1. A method by which uav;m avu 55
MEE@ quickly and directly, avoidingthe maﬁn'
mation of habiis of slow mental tranglatiom.

%

" New Kcnw

and the painful deciphering - of" o_unnu,u.ug
phrases before they-can understand what they
..33'&8. e v pewcpora

2. They have been Bﬂu a wealth of
materials in the form of supplementary,xeads
ing based on carefully graded wvoeabulary,
sych, as books within a, vocabulary of 600
ﬂo—.pu 1000 12.% Ra

3. They have nﬂ&ca—@ maooﬁm% «uo Bonm
cm..n.: 2000 ﬂo&h wum muvnomﬁouu.mom% Wnﬁuﬂ
ner to Kw:_ ,—.Eu list has now &3: uavm_mwo
ed by the Committee Oh Modern Langu
the oﬁ.ﬁdoﬁo Oonce.wzov wa.oq(xwum mnaoow

scew ITONT srulce

'4. They have, in ﬂiwﬁaﬁ.m&wﬁq

wNew Method Dictionary” produced a Epédial 4

&a:ogs.« for beginners in English. This dict
__jonayy deftmes more than 20, 000 ' Wworeds” r-E.w
phrases within.a vocabulary “of Huoqufcwmk
By the end of his third year the pupil’is’tere”

fore able to learn the meaning of new words

in English and speed- :uEﬂEE«»anRF.

English. = ¢ £O 26T
One the on: v»g zs &Ena EE@ 343

- ¥
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teachers of English all the materials and 'mea
thods necessary for successful teaching of Enge
lish. On the other hand, it is not an unfair
criticism to say that here in Szcchuan there
has been practically no use of the new methods
or' materials in the government schools, It is
questionable whether in any government schools
we can find the téachers supplementing. text
book With pictures for class drill, silent reads
ing tests or using any devices Which make, the
student develop speed in reading and umderstw
anding. Y \

* . 'The deplorably low ability of students
‘can be seen by the results of University entra
ance examinations, Moreover, seience and
medical faculties who want their students to
read magazines at the end of their second year
are complalning that the students have non-
been provided with this tool, mamely the ability
to read quickly without stopping to S.puu_-«o
in order to get the meaning.

Those who are urging a reform in Huurnv
nonoE.un must be quite clear as to the object
of the reform, The object of the reform is' to

give the students English as a tool which they
ean use. The chief useof this tool is to read.
é e:oE« and get the meaning directly,
G:recn the :o& of tramslation, © 15

' “The first step in the reform’is ‘for the
government to change the type of examination.
Junior Middle Schodls should be tésted mainly
on their ability to read and understand’ Engl -
1ish. There should he no analytical grammar,
and only a small amount of practical 'grama
mar, such as changing sentences from states
mentes to nsnnnea .:E Interrogatives. >
. 'The 1-« to m&.oo nes_n 3-% g :wz:.,«.
without unoqkuh to S.!Ev»o is 3 n&h ~o=u
examination., In one- hour the u:—.: aro&.u vo
expected to read 200 or 300 sentences and

mark them S.no or w&mm o
Teachers will teach for mwrﬁmbpn—oen.
If new methods are desired and different restlts
needed, then the government must set tne kind
of . examination which will force the teachers
o teach differently. 1 M 3

. The second step is for "Hnoqlgﬁ
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u!u« a list of the words and expressions which
Junior Middlé Schools and Serior Middle School$
are supposed to -learn. moow Companies
shoutd then Bt notified nE—a they must writé
their text books within this vocabulary. At the
preseat time the unfortunate student does:mot
know which of the 50,000 English words he may

lm F the ﬂbSFwaou although  the gover~
E-ga rule'is that he must know / 3000. ﬂs
question is, wwhich 30007

3—5 z.mun umcwuwnw step -u mow the wo, er«

Euonn to E.N-ES some teachers’ —Esnsnom or
#umimer ¢ourses sg that the new methods and
classroom %80&5! and devices can be
demonstrated. A tour of inspection at the prese
ent time will/veveal that 60% of the time in.
an English class is taken up with the eovasn
talking OE.SS on?w:....:oua In the matter of
new Ba:.am the Chinese wué an apt proverb,
wOne hundred 8=Emm are mot worth one
seeing” FHigdn— B . This is especially true
of methods in language teaching. The reform
must be demonstrated.

The fourth step is for school 'inspectors

to see that schools have some N&oﬁﬁbﬁﬁ:fu&mﬂx \

ment . why should it be mcwuoumu that a Whole
laboratory of 35355 is needed for o—oﬂonn*.
vw.w Ea.munu Eﬁ chemistry but nothing except
one dull text-Yook and an ssn.ano voon ig
5&& mon getting such a useful tool gmé—mau
Each uosoo_ should have at least sets of Eﬁwb
res for class-room use in teaching mew io&u.
sets of flash owau for &.E in inob@r
and some &3&@ ‘printed or mimeographed ;
silent uov&uw tests which can be :uoh »B-P
term to term. If students cur. know & certain.
word s:ﬁ they meet it on Page 7 of their
uﬁ.so&wn voow Ahey E.o ‘not —oon:un to,
ES m_ﬁ_ur ﬁm p Sa
At §o E.amog time 55» &ﬂnvﬁogu
authorities seem to be n_moonuw?n thet eaching
of English. It ts not my place as. a foreigner:
to say whether eEm is desirable or not, It is.
the right of the Chinese government to say
whether they want no Engiish, two hours of
English or six hours of English im a school,
But if English is tawght at all, it ought fo be-
tanght well. It can be taught well and easily ,
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\ Svm.wv:w in' ity rassive aspect of reading and
hearing, But whad is happening now is very bad,

for the characiers of both teachers and’ students

“in he Migdlle Schools. English is still taught, but

it ?:ng in \D lazy, careless or EEQS&E
Neu
umngon .55 resulls are op:n@n ‘despair 8 all

M.aﬂhﬁﬁobﬁ of wuun:aw in the =E<onm§@. i
. Let us reallize pw.ﬁ language swsﬁn is
& science, needjng special trainimg and that it
cammot be done by -anybody who happens to
in English or to Lave 'lived abroad on’a
-oro?nmzv for two or »Edo years,
#vo writer om this 5.33»
ﬁ a HE—ES». wo:@ .y,.a ,has had 15 years 983.»
movoo in the teaching of Englsh is .muoarslr
published ike wDirect method English Readers'
im co-aperation.with t¥eInstiitie for Research
In English. Teaching?, co-operated witly Dr.
West iu writiyg the WNew Method English dicts
fonary” and is now on the staff of the English
Department of the west China Union Universia

Mr, James

>, m;m@éi:& m‘meSon:

. .

me»zw>wcm Om. @N»gmzkﬁdz

4 mﬁ.ou@ usaoun of x.o @EBE&E@
marks will be given for. ability to read ang

understand English. Thirty per .cent of ithe-

marks will be given uow spelling grammar,
Reading Tests will be as follows:
I. True-False Hﬂam. 40 marks
Students 5: -be expected to be able to,
ugm these at the rate of 40 nousua% in 10
B:._gom. = e
If §c mmumoaoo is S.ﬂo iﬂ:o ..+: uun
th 0 _\ :
" If the sentence is false iiu “ d. :_in
the ( ), ;
One Ew«x 2.: be given mou a nouann
answer and one mark will be taken cmu for a.
wrong .:582. Do not guess. If you get 20 EnE..
and 20 5.25 you will get 0 Epuwm. .
meBEo (Yes) A.»Eou 5:»:« E::w four Eﬂu
AZS > qovcwan is 38.8@ a.
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) 10.
). 130

)12,

) 38.

) 14.

) 15.

) 16,

sleep during the might.
Chairg are quite ugeless things,
October is one .of the spring 13&5.

.. New York isthecapital. onzﬁ GES._
/ States,

Shoes afe usually Bnno of _osz_ou.

" There até one bundred years in a

ecentury,

A broken knife. cuis bpetier than a
sharp knife, .

gome irees are greén all the’year,
1f you. do not eat, you will be ill,
We ¢an see the stars during theday.
Aceroplanes tranel faster than steas
mers. . A F AN s
A post mnuwam is a place where one

‘may buy books.

Writing.paper, is always red.

An China most houses are made of
wood .

When you write with a pencil, it ig
necessary to have,ink.

A pupil ‘who,'works well may be
described as lazy.

(

( )418.% ‘
) 19, ‘We often have snow in summer .

(
(

-

e, MY SN oS

The afferncon ¥s that past o the day-

. betweén 9 orclock and 12 o’clock.

"

Gold is a precious metal.

The days are longer in sumimer’ than
in winter,

Apples grow in the ground.

A forest is an area & land Sdouo&r
with trees.- /

Birds always build their ummﬁ on tho-
_ground , ; O 1%

Mountains are higher than E:m.

. Tables usually have fotir legs.

"It is quite unnecessary toput a stamp-
- on the envelope whenwe send 4 letter,
_ There are more) flowers" in sum mer

{han in winber , 100 Lo 00 oL
It i quite easy 10 be in mo<onu—

v

M7 iplaces at one time, - ChUiccv

- A'republie ; governed by ‘a king.

“‘Bnglish -is ‘mever spoken ouiside-
/ England., < : ;
) 81.7 There areé fish in tLe n?ﬁ.m as well

. as ; S_c sea.
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) 32.

) 83.
) 34.

) 85.
) 862

) 37,
) 38.

) 39.

) 40.

Choice of Words:

There is one month which has ou_w
twenty=eight days. -

Nothing can live without water.
It is qnite right to seand good peeple to
prison.

We get B:w from cows.

PR

When . we enomu the sea we use a

bicyele. .

A square has eight sides.

The number 15 comes between 14 and
16.’ e i
When John .speaks to his father’s
brother he calls him wuncle.

Trees are covered with grass.
Write the correct word

on the 1ine beside the sentenee. 20 marks,
given 'as in I.

o34
2,

S ot

I cannot write because I have no...vieed
That man cannot see because he is.. .

We cannot wash because there is no-..
You cannot go out because it ises.seel
Icannot cook it because there is no-«’

.. She cannot buy it because ghe has

;i

They could not grow moamum voov:wa..

“they had mo«eerens

You cannot unlock the door voﬁﬁo,

7 you have Mo..-iibe..

10.

She cannot hearyou because she is......-
We cannot read because there is nOene

List of ‘words
garden raining lamp pen water ncvn

. fire - ‘money ‘blind key

A

/. not enough.«
- You'cannot make a big fire gn-tu#
" you have not-enough:.saee -

I cannot buythat veow voaunum I ru<o.

avbenacen

She canniot wash the cloth because she-
ruu not o_uonnr... sepeene o

. Icannot read this newspaper because-

there is not enough swesese™ ¢ r
The boys were iired because ?ow had’
not enough-.-

¢ The childrén were cold voa!uuo araaw ;
" had not enoughls.ieee:
‘Icould mot finidh ‘the ssw cg»&w

o‘- Wt ‘

there 'was mot enough.
The children were hungry because they”
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had not enoUgh eesrsrecnanas
9. The cow was thirsty becausdthere was
not oﬁodh? ....................
10. He could not study well because he
had not go-—ﬁw ...............
List of words
clothes food books sorp water
Money time sleop light wood

. Cho'ce of Words: 10 narks

Show that you understand the meaning
of these sentences by writing at the beginna
ing of each senfence one of the following
words:

some, - no, all,
1, esesseens hOys enjoy playing tepmis.

\

2. sssesenns people like being ill.
B ¥ arasicans children are fond of nice food,
E Ao sseenny + boys like to be punished. .
IR e + boys like t0 be praised.
76, seseeeee gixls are very fond.of dolls.
G « children enjoy %BEB mount3
5. ains,

8. sepesess men like to go hungry.
9. essinnees people like growing fiowers.

10. -+e-eesee Chinese boys love their country.

Spelling Test 10 marks

Write the word that has the opposite

meaning beside each word given. I matk givem
for each correct spellidg.

1. wWhit@reerssrrerieticnsrnianciens

2. father :ccecessenses Selussananes

3. SONessrerscssrsstnsscssasnnsssase

4. afternoomn:.essesses geeraeanin

5. lend .ceciressnrncinniinenninns .

6. gﬁaﬁh& ..................

7. fallicessercscansencnens asssasee

8. IANereerrs sesssinansents sasnpe »

9.  floatessesesees aanasseenras - !
10. question:ssessesescseciene Ssasey

Crammar: 20 marks
A. Write these sentences in the negative. [

mark for each sentence,

1. He goes to school.

2. 1 can seeif..:

8. He saw 'my friend, o .

4. He has taken your book. .
5. He is going by train.

B . Write these sentences in the Interrogative.



I mark each. "
1. You have seen the teacher. ® *
3 en

2. He gave the man some money.
8. T amwritihg.a letter, . ) u" wosms
4. They must work hard in schoel, ..
5. We ran down the hill, . .o

C. Write these sentences in the Passive Voice.

a \ g ¥ o Wite Jooq*
. } ) A
w § G ut
LY / Gine’ ! i
L
L PGy
iy (0o wegn nk
: &
P, T ] oLq
3 tojier I ) soLbB. Aufer
o
4 o s - I
s .\«, 5
' 1.G /AT S
/ 4

b 5
&

3.
4,

i

-2 marks each.
IThave sent the letlexr.
English people speak English.

J

* The man bought a ‘pencil.
* (louds bring rain,
5. He took my.coat. -
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