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SMITHSONIAN IN ST ITUTION 

A STilOPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 

SECTION OF U PPErl ATMOSPHERE STU D I ES 
IGY OPTICAL SATELLITE TRACKING PROGRAM 
GO ~ARDEN STREET 
CAMf.IRIDGE ~8. M AS5ACHUSETTS 

• . -

13 f-"ay 1959 

Najor Ro":Jert J. Friend 
A. '1'. I. C. 
~·.Jri~ht-Patterson Air Force Base 
P.O. B~x 9487 
Dayton, Ohio 

Dear r1ajor Friend: 

• 

• • 

• 

I think that you and your associates 1·1111 be a mused at 
this Flyin g Saucer story and of its explanation. I VlOUld sug3est 
that fa i rly \~ide coverage be given this incide nt since it is a 
beau c. I like the idea about its "zooming of .~ into t ha s~ ty." L 
wish, ho~1ever, that all of our cases could be so neatly solved t 

I will shortly submit my expenses incurred on the past 
trip and, as per your ins trucclons, I will have the cost of the 
plane and my incidental expenses ab3orbed within the ref::>rula.r 
consultin3 fee. I'll have to remember this for my income t ax 
record3 ; other\'Tise I' 11 be p aying tax on trave l. Hovrever, I 
think I can l~eep my records straight, if thin is more helpful 
to you t~at way. You will h ear from me in about a week 011 this 
mat t er. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity of giving the talk 
the other day and I am particularly zlad \·te had a t:·io-sta r General 

, present. My only hope in that my rather definite in31stence on 
'/J "ta.lcing things more scriousl;>" ," especially as to the f·11che l c book, 

etc., \·Ja3 not taken in thP, ~~1r0ng sp1ri t. I be lleve \~e must talte 
l thin.;s seriously beco.use the public just does look tot·rard th~ Air 

• 

; Force as the source of real authority and kno\vled:_se on these matters 
a nd if ~·1a a1~ not aw-1are of \'That 1 s going on a nd of a proper scientlfic 
treatment of these things, we lay ourselves open to a great deal of 
crlticis":l and ., unfortunate ly, even ridicule. It is this that I had 
in Mind ·)·~~.:l I a tressed these points so strongly . You t·rlll be 
hearing :'"'::-''1~.1 me . 
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Sincerely, 
'"1'1/tJ 

.._ ...... ~......,(_/u~ 

J. Allen Hynek 
Assoctate Dlrector 
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Deor J\lle n: 

THE OBSERVATORY 
OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
ANN ARBOR. MICHIGAN 

• 

• 

. . - • • 

Her~ is the flying saucer story I referred to in my l nst l etter . 
Since you have been on a n eveluation board, yo u may be wnused . 

It is an interesting example of pretty object~ve obs~rvation by 
th~ pe o;;le , .. .-ho thought they SD.\'t' the saucer. ThtJy lC.Jt er e ven 
descri'o~d the ringlike structure of telescope dish, \·Th ich is 

• 

cover erl onl y 1t1ith a \ ·i rl• mesh, of course. 111 they d ~s cribed \THS 

nccU:r c .~e, except they r.1i stook the turnine;,6 off' of th~ light s a<ciciY..nil:ur 
and c!~.:! small change i n relative bearing (due to distum ce of the 
te Jc scop~ from the roa d) f or motion!! 

• 

Sincerely, • 

• 
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/• I • ( I 
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The U of M 85' radio tc lc~co1 · ~ • l :.; c lc~ :-ly v L::; io 1~ fro~ NorLh T~~ritarial Rd • 

top of Peach vo• ·n .. ·11',..., &• '- .... ... . , 
• 
l.S ,. 1 0'-1 • t nc ,., t·y ,, v.... . 

Ar:. th~ t . .... ~ .... .,...... of ob ~ ~ :-vn t i o.l , l ·..c ' . • fi.,• •, . i:..~. 
• the ) d ic h . •a-. ~ •'-' loo!; i n~ i..t the S\.J 

h~:-izon 3-nd !.llu:u!.:; .l:~d by th.z 1 i.gh t of .:1 full ( .:lloo~ t ) r.OO:l and :l 

f l v od l i.zh t. 

rh~ tr .. ·o~ ri!d i.o t c-J~~ \11th • ltJ r~d 
. -

a.1 ~crat :: uarninz li~~l t:; i:; dir~c t ly i:1 
!\orth wLth th ':! l i L"t.e 

Te-:;-itori.:ll 
r.-... dio t~lcn cop~ a::; 

TCY..m ~.1ll ~nd L)extcr 

.,... cii.;h bein3 rot~t~d -~~.:! s tro-::t "'.1C 

o~ ...... -\•c-...,# ...... ~ ., • on • toe 3rocnd vould f' ... c 
~ ... 

v ie;.,ed 
roC'.d~ • 

the S\.1 

fr~• th~ 

horizo:1 to 
lC:i!J and lcsg of 

interJection 

the ::<.:n ith 
i.t~ ~urf.Jco 

of 

:;o chat an 
.:1nd r.~ore 

o; • bird-c.:loc-lL~C und~r nt:-ucture • • t . 
.. J ~ 

di~h reached ,~_ ~ ..... 
~ ........ ~\-.n --·-
d J ~ • .. . ...., ... into 
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th~ 

the 
~Ci"ltth 

aky In 

• tnc f lo~d liz~ t:: \1~rc turned off, 
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FJNAL GALLEY PROOF 

Gallt~Y ~o-THE \VORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS 
hovering in the sky south of tll<.' roml. Ac:C'ording to tl1cir report 
to tlw Air Force, tht· UFO wn~ an elon~atc·d o\·~1 with a dome.• on 
top, somc•thing like a bircl c~gt', and brilliantly illuminat<'c.l hy two 

shi.1ft · of intcns(> pak'-)'C'llow light that sprang from the h(Jltom and 
con\'er~ed ovt'r the top . Frighlt'&wcl at this apparition, the witnC'C..St's 

t:ould provide on1y 1mcc·rtnin estimate~ of dista11cc and size. Tl1e 
ohjec:t seeml'd to he t\H'nty to thirty fed in diamct<"'r, was at an 
altitudt! of about zoo fcf't whr n first scPn, and was ho,·cring ahoul 
two miles away. As thC'y dron· on, the ohjcc:t st·cme'l to move 
and travel parallel with the car for alJottt a tni]e. The the yellow 
lights dimmed and a cin.le of cig1al or len red lighb ~uddcnly ap­
peared on the under~idc, the UFO ro!'e Ycrtically, , ·cry rapidly, 

and vanished in n fP\V S<'concls. It had he( n in ,·icw for a period 

of five to ten minutc·s. 
Checking the mo;o,l probable c>.planntions first, ATIC officials 

found that the nearhy \Villow nun Airport had lmd 110 aircrafL in 
the vicinity at the time ancl tl•~l 110 star or planet seemed to he 

• 

involved. Further in,·e~ligation showt.·d that the flying bird cage wa~ 
aetu,t11y the radio t·?l,·scope of the' Uni\'crsity of \lichigan. The 
tclcscupC' w~s in:-tnl'~·.l on the tnp of Pl'ach \Jonntain ancl W <lS 

cle~rly vhihlc: from the ro:ul on wltidl tlat' witn<'~scs wen· travclinq. 
On the tmdersidc jf t b~ <'igl1ty-fh ('-foot "dish'' w,1c; a \\'in•-mc•o.,l t 
structllrc that suw~bt ... d th<' h ird ca~C'. At the tinK' of tlw sightin~ 
the d ish was facin g i:l the dir<\d ion of the "ilm.:s~~.."s and ''a~ i11umi­
naled hy a floodli gh t a-; " C'll a~ hy tl1 C' l1right moo11ligltt. It ku.l 
sccml'd to he fo11 0\\ ing tht' C'ar only hc.·c~m~e the car it·self wa~ mo,·­
in~. The.· nstronom\..· r-1 opcrntin~~ tlH• tt•lt•scope were rot:1ting tlw dish 
from thc horizon tn the zenith, and tht• y<'llow liglah dimmed l lL'­
cau~.;c the witm·ss<.:s Wl'rC sc\<:' ing less and Jess of the su rf::~c·c. The 
"circle" <>f red l:gh~s wa-. lhl' rNl aircr.tft-warnin~ lights on the 
\ \'V0\1 rnclio towt·r, which lay in a direct line hctwPt-n the tc·ll·­
srrJpC' and the \\ itnesst•s. \ Vht•n the c\j Cih reached the zenith and 
·,\ ··1 pointed to t]lf' sl,)' 0\'Crhcad. th(' opc•rating crew turnt·d ofr 
:."· Rood light~. Tht: <li~h was no lnng<'r vi sible to the "itncsses, "'ho 
;."! ~~..·rpr('tccl the sudden c.liYt!)[lf'.trane<' as a sudtler. n ' rti (·al ascent 

into the sky [1]. 
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Alichigan's Flyiug Bird Cage 
• • 

A UFO sighting hasecl on mistaken identification of strange lights 
oc:curred in the early morning hours of ~larch 22, 1959. ncar Ann 
Arbor, !\lichigan. The night was clC'ar, the moon was nearly full , 
and visibility was unustmlly good. At about 1:30 A.~r. a man and 
his wife driving on a country road suddenly noticed a strange object · 
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Fi·1 COt·iDR 30TH ADIV 

TO RJtfFAL/COMDR ADC ENT AFB COLO 

HJEDSQ/COI·1DR AIR Tt:CH I NT CECTF:R 
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HRIGHT PAT ,1\F R 

i:JE:ZHQ/COi·lDR ASSISTA~~T CHIEF OF STAFF I NTELLIGI F.:NCE HDQTP.S US1\F 
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RJEZHQ/ OFF OF INFOn~lATION SERVICES HDQTRS USAF 

INFO RJEDNB/COi'lDR ENR STEt·JART AFB 
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/UNCLAS / CCC 247 U.F.O. 
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A. DESCRJ ? l'IOi~ OF OBJECT 
--------.... .._ 

• 

2 . 20 -30 FT . I:! DIAfvlETER 

3 . ~HINitlG, SILVER!SH, FLI\SHING RED LIGHTS 

J.~ . OCE ( 1) • 

5. N/A 

6 . NO!·!F.. 1.001\ZD Lil<E l\ J..IT-U? BIHD CAGE 
• 

7. t!OI!E. 

S . NOi'!E. 

• • 

• 

• 

P.v:;z THO RJEDSj/ 7 

9. LIT UP SUREGU ~: DI~IG AREA 

B. DESCRI?l!O ~ : 0? COUP.SE OF OBJECT 

1. FOLLO~·JED CAR Fon ABOUT TUO C2 > r1ILES 

2. v::nv LOU 
• • - HIGH • • 

.) . 

I I STR.t\ I CJ iT AND LEVEL. THEN Z001iED UP . . ' . 
.) ,. CLI~i[~ ETJ RAPIDLY OUT OF SIGHT 

:; . 2-3 t·1 ItlUTF.S • 

·_; . 1~ /\tH~En OF OP.S ERV /\ T I O[J 

1 . VIS l lAL FR01'1 GROUND 

~ • ~ l 0 i.: ; ·~ • 

--:;: f'O''" .. ..J • . j • . , J! . • 
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' I 

~~ · I 
_,J..., A I 

I ;l 
._) . 

.{ 

~~ 
I 

I 
• • 

l 

( 

( 

( 

I 

I 

I 
• 

• 

• 

. I 

• 
I 



3 • . 2-3 r·1INUTES 

C. l'lAdNZR OF . OBSERVATION 

1. VISUAL FROM GROUND 

2. NONE. 

3. NONE. 

D. TI~1E AND DATE OF 5 IGHTING 

1. 22/0o3oZ ··.:>6"JC' ·- ,.- == Cl/f~ 

2. NIGHT 
-z. LOCATIO~~ OF OBSERVATIO~J 

• 

1. 83 Dt:G 50 f1I1!, 42DEG 30i·liN N 

~. 5 BIL!-:S NORTH OF ANN ARDOR_, HICHIGAN 

F. IDENTIFYI NG Ii!FO OF ALL OBSERVERS 

DEZTER, NICHIGAt~. AGES 23 & 20 • 

.35. • 

• 

f-\"GE THREE RJEDD~l 7 

2. N/A 

G. WF.1\THETI AND t~IND ALOFT C01JDITIONS AT TII:E OF SIGHTING 

1. CLEI\H 

2. SURFACE 

10,000 

16,000 

20,000 

30,000 

50,000 

S'J, C'OC 

:, • CLE!\n 

I I "7 . 15 I·: I LF:S 

,. '' t') •• ·­.) 11 . 1'.', 

NNU 

330 DEG 

330 DEG 

330 DEG 
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2SO DEG 

270 DEG 

I ' . u L IJ s Iii\ L AcT I vI 1 y I l•l A HEJ\ 

-e I o·•r· 
.\ . . ' .... 

. . ·o ··.E· ' • !I !• • 

15 l'I!OTS 

25 

40 

80 
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~ AGE THREE RJEDBW 7 

... . 'I 1\ I _; • . ll i \ 

. 
ft . t~F.;.\THIR 1\~:D tvitrD ALOFT COi~DITIOi !S AT Ti tlE OF SIGHTi l'.G 

1. CL~/\R 

2. SURFACE 

10,000 

16,000 

20,000 

30,00~ 

so ,c·oo 

eo,coo 

Lt. 15 !o1 I LES 

.S i.,lONE 

330 DEG 

330 DEG 

330 DEC 

330 DEG 

280 DEG 

270 DEC 

1 ~ . UNUSUAL ACTIVITY IN AREA 

1. r:oNE 

2. NOl lE 

3. ~lOt·JF. 

25 

L~O 

80 

80 

40 

• 

I. ItJTERCEPTION OR IDENTIFICATI01J OF !\CTION TA~\EN 
• 

I~OII!=:. 

• 

• 

. . . _. . 

J. LOC ATION OY ··:; ·::HN AIR TRAFFIC IN 1\P.E/\ AT TinS OF SICl~Tit ! G 

.. 0 r ·r. 
a • • J.:.. • 

:·. POSITICN/TITLE COt·H·1EriTS OF ?Rt:PARII~G OFFICER 

C01·1TP.OLLF:R, 30TH .~.IH DIV CDEF) 

1/ L'"f R0~3FJ~T D IFFJ:!~BACH 

t. AIHCRl\FT WITH LAI~DING LICHTS ON. 

L.. PHYSIC/\L EV IDF.t!CE 
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