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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY

SECTION OF UPPER ATMOSPHERE STUDIES
IGY OPTICAL SATELLITE TRACKING PROGRAM

G0 GARDEN STREET

CAMURIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS
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13 May 1959

Major Robert J. Frlend

ReTukeCs
Wricht-Patterson Alr Force Dase

P.0. Box 9487
Dayton, Ohlo

Dear Major Friend:

I think that you and your assoclates wlill be amased at
this Flying Saucer story and of 1its explanation. I would suggest
that fairly wlde coverage be glven thls incident since 1€ 1s"a

beaut, I like the 1dea about its "zooming off{ into the sky. I
wish, however, that all of our cases could be so neatly solvedl

I will shortly submlt my expenses lncurred on the past
trip and, as per your instructlons, I willl have the cost of the
plane and my incidental expenses absorbed wlthln the regular
consulting rfee, I'll have to remember This for my income tax
records; otherwlse I'll be paying tax on travel, However, I
think I can lteep my records straight, 1f thls 1s more helplul
to you that way. You will hear from me 1In about a week on this

matter.

I thoroughly enjoved the opportunlty of glving the talk
the other day and I am particularly glad we had a two-star General
present. My only hope 1s that my rafther deflnlite Inslstence on
"taking things more seriously," especlally as to the Michele book,
ete., was not taken in the wrong spilrit. I belleve we must take
thinzs seriously because the public Just does loolk toward the Air
Force as the source of rzal authority and knowledze on these matters
and 1f we are not aware of what'!s golng on and of a proper scientific
treatment of these things, we lay ourselves open To 2 great deal of
erltlcisnm and, unfortunately, even ridicule, It 1s this that I had
in mind whan I stressed these points so strongly. You wlll be

hearing I »n me,

Sincerely,

Wy % / L /‘// wet

/) A
' BT ,a// Allen Hynek
| : ny Associate Dl“ECbOP




THE OBSERVATORY
OF THE

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

25 larch, 1959

Dear Allen:

Here is the flying saucer story I referred to in my last letter,
Since vou have been on an evaluation board, you may be amused,

It is an interesting example of pretty objectfive observation by
the people who thought they saw the saucer. They later even
described the ringlike structure of telescope dish, which is
covered only with a wide mesh, of course, ;11 they described was
acclirat e, excent they mistook the turningd off of the lights aidyathkar
and tha small change in relative bearing (due to distamce of the
telescope from the rozd) for motionl}!

Sincerely,
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The U of M 65* radio telescope is clearly visiole from North Territorial Rd,

The top of Peach Mountain is "low in the sky.”

At the time of obsarvation {l:30 a.m.,; the dish was looking at the SW
horizon and {lluminacted by the light of a full {almocst) moon and a

floodlighe,

The WUOM radio tower with its red aircraft warning lights is directly in
line with the radio telescope as viewed from the intersection of North

Territorial and Dexter Town Hall roads,

The dish was beingz rotated from the SW horizon to the zenith so chat an
observer on the ground would sec less and less of {ts surface and more

£ itz bird-cage-like under structure,

- e e

A.H.B,
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FINAL GALLEY PROOF

Galley go—THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS

hovering in the sky south of the road. According to their report
to the Air Force, the UFO was an elongated oval with a dome on
top, something like a bird cage, and brilliantly illuminated by two
shafts of intense pale-yellow light that sprang [rom the bottom and
converged over the top. Frightened at this apparition, the witnesses
could provide only uncertain estimates of distance and size. The
object scemed to be twenty to thirty feet in diameter, was at an
altitude of about 200 feet when first seen, and was hovering about
two miles away. As they drove on, the object seemed to move
and travel parallel with the car for about a mile. The the yellow
lights dimmed and a circle of eight or ten red lights suddenly ap-
peared on the underside, the UFO rose vertically, very rapidly,
and vanished in a few scconds. It had been in view for a period
of five to ten minutes.

Checking the most probable explanations first, ATIC officials
found that the nearby Willow Run Airport had had no aircraft in
the vicinity at the time and that no star or planet seemed to be
involved. Further investigation showed that the flying bird cage was
actually the radio telescope of the University of Michigan. The
telescope was installed on the top of Peach Mountain and was
clearly visible from the road on which the witnesses were traveling.
On the underside of the eightv-five-foot “dish” was a wire-mesh
structure that suggested the bird cage. At the time of the sighting
the dish was facing in the direction of the witnesses and was illumi-
nated by a floodlight as well as by the bright moonlight. 1t had
seemed to be following the car only because the car itsell was mov-
ing. The astronomers operating the telescope were rotating the dish
from the horizon to the zenith, and the yellow lights dimmed be-
cause the witnesses were seeing less and less of the surface. The
“circle” of red lights was the red aircraft-warning lights on the
WUOM radio tower, which lay in a direct line between the tele-
scope and the witnesses. When the dish reached the zenith and
was pointed to the sky overhead, the operating crew turned ofl
1o floodlights. The dish was no longer visible to the witnesses, who
terpreted the sudden disappearance as a sudden vertical ascent
into the sky [1].

- 'l"ll-'i-l—_




!

Michigan’s Flying Bird Cage

A UFO sighting based on mistaken identification of strange lights
occurred in the early morning hours of March 22, 1959, near Ann
Arbor, Michigan. The night was clear, the moon was nearly full,
and visibility was unusually good. At about 1:30 A1 a man and
his wife driving on a country road suddenly noticed a strange object
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DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT
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20-50 FTes IN DIAMETER

SHINING,
OCE (1)
N/A

NONE, LOOKED LIKE A LIT-UP BIRD CAGE

SILVERIS}N, FLASHING RED LIGHTS

PAGE TWO RJEDBW 7
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LIT UP SURECUMDING AREA

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE OF OBJECT

FOLLOWED
VERY LOUW
HIGH

STRAIGKT

CAR FCR ABOUT TWO (2) I!IILES

AND LEVEL, THEN ZOOHNED UP.

CLIMEED RAFPIDLY OUT OF SIGHT

e=o HMINUTES

MANNER OF OBSERVATION

VISUAL FROM GROUND.

TIME AND

22/06302

DATE OF SIGHTING
NG 3O~ 37 =64 TC




2-3 MINUTES

MANNER OF OBSERVATION

VISUAL FROM GROUND

MONE.

NONE s {
TIME AND DATE OF SIGHTING
23/08302 D6 IO~ T =09/FC
NIGHT ¢
LOCATION OF OBSERVATION |
83 DEG‘50 MIN, 42DEG 30MIN N

5 MILES NORTH OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN ;
IDENTIFYING INFO OF ALL OBSERVERS

P

t. 1. & vns. QAN DEZTER, HICHIGAN. AGES 23 & 20. |
|

Eﬁhﬂ‘ll!I'I'l|...$G£ 35, ol
|

PAGE THREE RJIZDBW 7

2« N/A
Ce WEATHER AND WIND ALOFT CONDITICHNS AT TIME OF SIGHTING
1. CLEAR
2+ SURFACE NNU 15 KNOTS

12,000 330 DEG 25

156,000 330 DEG 40

20,000 330 DEG 30

3C,0C0 330 DEG 80

50,000 280 DEG 40

g0,00C 270 DEG 2C \
53¢ CLEAR E

5¢ 13 NKILES

5« MNONE

S NONE

o UNUSUAL ACTIVITY IN AREA

Lo NONE

[e INTERCEPTIONM OR IDENTIFICATION OF ACTION TAKEN




"AGE THREE RJEDBW 7
2o HI/A

Ge WEATHER AND WIND ALOFT CONDITIONS AT TIME OF SIGHTING

1. CLEAR

2, SURFACE NNY 15 KNOTS
10,000 330 DEG 25
16,000 330 DEG 10
20,000 330 DEG 80

30,000 330 DEG 80

50,000 280 DEG 40
80,000 270 DEG 20

5« CLEAR

e 15 MILES

5¢ NONE

S NONE

He UNUSUAL ACTIVITY IN AREA

1. NON

2+ NONEL

3¢ NONE

I. INTERCEPTION OR IDENTIFICATION OF ACTION TAKEN

NONE,

PAGE FOUR RJEDEZV 7
J. LOCATION OF XNOWN AIR TRAFFIC IM AREA AT TIME OF SICHTING
NONE .

¥e POSITICN/TITLE COMMENTS OF PREPARING OFFICER

CONTROLLER, 30TH AIR DIV (DEF)

{/LT ROBERT DIFFENBACH

1, AIRCRAFT WITH LANDING LIGHTS ON,

L. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
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SIZE REPORTED UAS ESTIMATE OF ACTUAL SIZE AS COMPARED TO WIDTH

OF TVO LANE ROAD,

31/1554Z liAR RJEDBY

3 Y e .
B

e

= S —— e e




A eyaSea— T T W . -

I.I.m || HI-# “-]. TR, Sl PR Wiy, e
L]

SECURITY CLASSIFICATI. .«

r | ' F
JOINT MESSAGEFORM UNCLASSIFIED

SPHCE CELOW Hiahﬂ ED FOQR COR M”a“d(.#TIUH CENIER

.-'r..-d"

ACCOUNTING | ORIG OR REFERS TO CLASSIFICATION
SYMBOL OF REFERENCE
Ar cOC 247 UNCL-

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

FRIE"DEHEE

"ACTION ROUTIIE

o S a— T —

INFO

T\rPE Msg (Check)

ATIC, WP=-AFB, OHIO
TO:

 — - g

30TH AIR DIV, WILLOW RUN AFS, MICd. /&*:::’?J) 2 ¢ ,J

JUNCLASSIFIED/FROM: ARCIN-4iLg 2 —S & ¥ - K&

REF MSG COC 247, DID 22 MAR 59, REFORTING AN UFO SIGITING WORTH
OF AN ARBOR, MICH. WHAT WAS THE SIAFE OF THE OBJECT? VHAT WAS
T4E ELEVATION AND AZIMUTH OF OBJECT wHEW FIRST AID LAST OBSERVED?
IN WAT DIRECTION, AND ON WHAT HIGIJAY WERE OBSERVIRS TRAVELING?
HOW FAST rLRE OBSERVERS MOVING? DID OBSERVERS STOF DURING OB=
SAVATION? “WAS ‘THE SIZE OF THE OBJECT, AS REPORTED, Al ESTTMATE

OF A@;TUAL SIZE? IF NOT, HOW WAS THE SIZE DEIERMINED?

-
-

COORDIHATIOV
AFCIN=BE) DATE QS Ap2S )]
| Col Glaser ,
— - i f ‘( g L: | . b :
AFCIN-iZ L/ bNa v DADPE

CD]. Gilbert

i SIGNATURE

i s,

| : E TYPED (or stamoad) NAM D TITL
| - - T L
| s B £
| PHONE D“"*?lu 5
' [ GECURITY CLASSIFICATION -
I: s e, Ty, -
ULCLASSIFIED
FORM 17 2 REPLACES DD FORM 173, | OCT 49, WHICH WILL BE USED UNTIL EXHAUSTED
DL 76 es

#H"t‘ a e il




SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

UNCLASSIFIED

SPACE BELOW RESERVED FOR COMMUNICATIC N CENTER ¢

T e e —— T e o m o w cdlleEe mE DT o w —— R —— . i i e i, < ————— P ETE

a4 9 4F ;. (
it g Ly 53559 / " - Z:F/

ORIG. OR REFERS TO |

¥ A PRECEOENCE ] _T_"f‘E_ MSG (heck) ;EEES:‘ i - % o Iy Elﬁﬁl?:;?:::::ﬂen
ACT, :,N ROUTIL 20 MULTL | SINGLE vl 19402 AND
INFO S . A A X ..."LL.E’ UOC Eh? UHCL
FHOM: SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
ATIC, WP=AFB / Ci
T 301H A DIV 4wILLOw RUN AFS, MICH 4

NTE0 B

JUNCIASSIFIZD/FROM: AFCIN-4ELg &/ -l & -

REF ORIG MSG COC 247, DD 22 MAR 59, AND iMSG LI 19402, DTD 31 MAR

59, INFO CUNCERNING THIS SIGHTING IS STILL INSUFFICIENT IN NATURE
é FOR THIS CENTER TO MAKE A FROPER ANALYSIS. REWEST T1IE FOLLGWING
| I¢FO, AD ANY ADDITIONAL INFQ, THAT MAY INDICATE THE CAUSE OF THE
TNCIDENT., REUEST THIS OFFICE BE FURNISHED A MAP OF TiHE AREA

CONCERNED SHOWING THE POSITION OF OBJECY IN RELATION TO SOURCE

- - - i e @ - Wl = & om

DURING ALL FHASIS OF CBSIRVATION. WHAT WAS THE DISTAINCE BETWEEN
OBJECT AMD 30JRCE? Y DIDN'T SOURCE TRY TO CET CIOSER TO THE

OBJECT? I}E}.PPAHEJTLY DIDI'T FRIGATEN THLM BECAUSE TAEY SLOWEL
TARIR C! .H Frin THE OBJECT AFFELRED TO BE SETTIING CN ROAD,., DID

SUURCE APFROACH OBJECT WiHEN FIRST SIGHTED, OR DID OBJECT APPEAR, AND

STAY , Bn.n.lu.., SOURCE? REWEST ALL ILFO BE :OR""ARDM ON AN AP 112,
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