
wo M E N suppoRrrNc rHE DELEGATI0N 0r VTETNAMESE I,iol'lEN r0 AUSTPdLIA

MARCH 1-q75

IN SOLIDARITY FOR PEACE

iNFORMATION (1) .1 .l ., i.:i -,' ,.- -

BACKGROUND

Over r:ecent yeans the Homenrs Fedenation cf Vietnau: has r,ecei-ved nanv
invitations to visit Ausfi:alia fnom a var:iety cf wcmens and Deac€
crganisations. They now wish to send a delegation 1-o Australia iir
Ma::ch 1975, and have asked AICD-CICD to a:rrarrge the visit with trie
panticipation of al-l intenested women. They also nope that fcilcrnr-i rrE

their visit a group of Ausfnalian women woulc visil 7:-e-unarn.

In r.esponse to thein pnoposal for. a joint delegation of the Vietnan
Womens Union and the Union of Libenation Women of Soutn Vierna:rr, worflerr
fnom the AICD and AIS in Sydney, and CICD in Melbourne, have set up the
group eal-led Women in Solidanity for. Peace.

{dOMEN IN SOLIDARITY FOR PEACE

This is a project gnoup opefr to all women wha wiskrro pa::t:i-ci-pate" 'Ii:s
Vietnamese women will be her-e for a period of 'th::ee in'eel<s 1-n 1"975,
United Nations Inte::national- Womenrs Year, and wiil celebrate l{arct i,
lntennational Women's Day, wi-th us.

Any woman wishing to suppont the visit should sign the attached for-m a;-ro
return it with a donation of $5 (if possibfei to:

WOI,TEN IN SOLIDARITY TCIF. PEACE
c/o AICD , 232 Castlereagh St. Sydney NSW 2000

or1 c/o CICD, 208 Little Lonsdale St. Melbout:ner t/ic 3000

Iwishtcjointhegroup,|Womenirrl.:ciir1at.it.u.;.rr.F{:a.;t,,1ca:.,..,....-
visit cf women from Vietnctfr tc Austrai-.; a -ir: iilar-cri i':i7f, '

r encrose ($s... $s0... $soo... $sctooc... ?).....
I am/am not able to join the gnoup "lloinen in Solida::it.1r;o, Peac€''
I am/arn not able to take an active parr ln the pnepa::ations

The pnoject wiil provide an opportunity:or rne womer;r 1::.1 'ear'e iircver:re.irs
to pal"'lribute tc tne oar:t piayed by the women cf V-ier:rar ii. tr,,- .,;:--rg-,-
to l-iber,ate their ciruntry. it should assist in activity -i'r--,r- r,re iurr"
implementation of tilr: paris Agreem-entli., il-par"tic,ula:r f,or. lius-i:,alian
recognition of trie Provi- -.rraL Revolut-.-,nary Governmen'[ qf !i,i-1r-yl ,.:ie:r,al.
and for" Ausil:a.i ian assistance tc seculle the r"el,ease of ti'r,l:rran1'thousanos
of political prisoners in Thieu's jails and for a further deveiopnre::; c!
aid tc help reconstl:uct Vietnam. It r'-i,il pr"ovide an oppor,tunlt'i, :c
discuss the nole of ''romen and the poe.i -iion of feminism witnin trre, ;ietaail]ese
nevolution. Th:rough face to face contact we can all learn sonetit-rg ol eacn
others lives and develcp solida::ity"



I'inance so raised will- be used to pay the fares and expenses of 'ri:e oeiegatir:l_.
which will ccnsist of three or folur women. A few thousand dollars wil--L be
rreeoeo for a-ir fanes a.Lone.

In Octcber we will hold meetings in each centre to discuss and plan rre
visit anci, j-ater in 1974, a national meetingr to finalise ar itine::;:-r"v.
Laler, suppor:t wiII be sought from womenfs organisations and aiso frcn
indji,iduai mene peace organisations and trade unions. But the acr,i.ral
proiect will be the z"esponsibili.ty of individual- women.

Experience of other" delegations f::om Vietnam suggest that it inay be more
fruitful fo:: us to limit the itinerary to a few cities. This wouid i:c:
exclude the pa::ticipation of women and supporters fnom other areas" Tne
pro'j ect should include var.ious activities, e.g. it has b.'een suggest-eci
that a conferenee be held in Melbou::ne to discuss the diffe::ent posirj"ons
of vromen in over-deveJ-oped/unden-deveioped eountnies, anci our diffenent
approaches to our iiberation. Such a confer-ence would pr:ovioe a grearer,
opportunity for" women fnom areas not included in the itinarar,5, i6
parti.cipate and meet the Vietnamese women.

-r- -r-.L i &L -!..L 4.r. -r-

Author^ised by Delia, Glenda, Joan, Kim, Mtsrgaret, l4avis
232 Castleneagh St. Sydney, IJSW 2000

THE UNTTED NATIONS SYMBOL POR INTERNATIONAL WOMENS YEAR, 1975.
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MANCHTs

minSK)IJDABTTYtuTPEAGE

The women will visiL Australia in March L975, fnternational Women's year. They will
come from the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and from the liberated areas of South
Vietnam, representing the Vietnamese Women's Union (North V:-etnam) and the Union of
Liberation Women of South Vietnam.
The visit will promote solidarity with Vietnam, discussion around the position of
women and the role of feminlsm, and provide a comparison of our dj-fferent struggles.
The women wil-l be here for a nrunber of weeks and wil-t celebrate International
women's Day (March 8th) with us.
On October 23rd a meeting of all interested women will be held at the Boilermaker's
Harrr232 castrereagh st., City, aE'1.30pm, to discuss and plan the visit.

COMIACT:

GPO BOX 161 , Sydney 2001. PHONE Margiaret Hooks or Kim Lough1in,26\7OL.

Authorised by Kim and Margaret, 232 castlereagh street,sydney,2000.
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ffiOBEA IN
for wurnen

Areas ior discuss i on :

. itinerarl,

.Programme

. public r tv

. fundinc

UIEDNTEIDAY OCI1OBER 29', ?.S0prn.

AICI}, 2A2 CASTI.ENEAGH ST. SYDNHT.

Our rdeas generated at this
meeting ulr11 ne discussed
at a national meeting in
Novem.lcer. So all ideas for
organisrng and planni-ng
activities should be
discussedl €.e.; a
conference, workshops,
filn nrghts, picnics. ..?

TNDIVIDUAL PARTICIPATlON
,AND SUPPORT ARE NEEDED NOW.
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WOMEN OF VIETNAM

IN AUSTRALIA

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR

1 975

lr.
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1975 is International Women's Year. A major function of this year
should be to assist Australians to be more aware of the position of women
in various societies, increase the solidarity of women in their various
struggles ernd contribute to a wider understanding of the problems faced
by women in their different situations. The visit of women from both
North and South Vietnam in March 1975 will ensure that this is at least
partly realised.

For a long time, many Australian women have expressed the desire for
Vietnamese women to visit our country. A variety of women's and peace
organisations have issued invitations at various times, among them
several organisations of the Women's Liberation Movement, the
Women's International League for Peace and FYeedom, Save our Sons,
Union of Australian Women, the Communist Women's Collective, AICD
and CICD.

Some months ago, the women's movements of North and South
Vietnam indicated that they could visit Australia in March 1975 at the
invitation of all interested women, rather than under the sponsorship of
any one women's or peace organisation. A project has therefore been
eatablished, known as WOMEN IN SOLIDARITY FOR PEACE. This
project Broup, open to all interested women, will arrange the visit of
women from both the Women's Union of the Democratic Republic of

Vietnam, and the Union of Women for the Liberation of South Vietnam.

Out of our experience, WOMEN IN SOLIDARITY FOR PEACE may
become a permanent expression of the women's and peace movements. If
it does, it would be a permanent gain beyond International Women's
Year. $

There have been several delegations from Vietnam to Australia since
the signing of the Paris Peace Agreement: a trade union delegation ftom
the DRVN, a peace delegation from both the DRVN and the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam, a delegation from the
Vietnam Workers' Party, and a student delegation from the PRG. All
these delegations have been composed of men.

In 1975, women from Vietnam will celebrate International Wornen's
Day - March 8 - in Australia. They will stay in Austraiia for four weeks.

WOMEN IN SOLIDARITY FOR PEACE will seek support from trade
union;, political parties, peace organisations, as well as direct support
from women and their organisations, in the same sense that backing
from both men and women has been given to all previous delegations. We
are sure it will be forthcoming and that the visit of women from Vietnam
will be an expression of our growing confidence as well as an expression
of our solidarity with women who are an example of courage and
determination, and victory over the most powerful military force in
history.



A dream, formerly unrealisable, was noLo

coming true. With the reuoiution, we wornen
liued, in fact, a new life. We h.ad an
organisation of our own.

I-€ Thi Xuyen, a vice president of
the Vietnam Women's Union.

If the women of Vietnam are free to work, fight for their country, and grow, it is
because they have power. This power is written into law. But centuries of sexism
will not give way because a law was signed. Equality must be internalised by
women as well as men, Iaws must be enforced. This is the work of the Vietnam
Women's Union.

The Vietnarn Women's Union descended from the Women's Union for National
Salvation founded in 1930, now has 5 million members. In 1961 a separate
organisation was formed in the South called the Union of Women for the
Liberation of South Vietnam. This union hae several miliion members and
functions in the zones controlled by the PRG and clandestinely in the cities
controlled by Saigon.

It is the Women's Union which is responsible for defending women's rights, for
raising the political, technical and cultural level of women and for acting as
arbitrator in disputes between women and men"

The Fourth National Congress of Vietnamese Women, attended by 600 delegates
representing 5 million women, met for the first timein 12 years in Hanoi, March 4 -

7, 1974. The assessment of the g:rowth and achievenrents of the women's
movement since the last Congtess, and the projection of a prograrn for the future,
were its rnajor tasks.

Achievements of women in the 12 years can be seen in the increased numtrers
participating in public life, production, anttvarious ttades and social services. The
number of women participating as members of the Nationai Assembly, the
DRVN's highest legislative body, increased from 53 (11.6 per cent) in 1961 to i25
(29.7 per cent) inLg72. Women participating in state management rose from 20 per
cent to 38.5 per cent in the same period.

Bearing in mind that almost all Vietnamese women, until only recently, were
iliiterate and had no legal status.whatsoever, their leap forward to roles as their
country's producers, learning and using technology, participating in every level of
government is truly phenomenal. Important, too, is the crucial roie women played
in their country's defence. Fortyone per cent of all miiitia and self-defence forces
were composed of women. They shot down planes, repaired machinery keptroads
open and protected their villages.

The Vietnamese people often speak of the women as having borne the heaviest
burdens ofthe war, and ofbeing the strongest symbols ofthe resistance to foreign
domination.

In the areas of South Vietnam governed by the Provisional Revolutionary
Government, and in North Vietnam, women have been building a vastmovement
for their liberation. They know, however, they will never be able to gain total
liberation until their country has achieved peace and independence.
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