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§ E R M O N,

e, Ee. &e.

1 Curovw. xi1. 32.

And of the children of Iffachar, which were
men that had underflanding of the times,
to know what ifrael ought to do: the heads
of them wcre lwo hundred, and all theiy
brethren were at their commandment.

N this chapter we have an account of the
perfons that aflociated with David, thewed
him favour, and affifted him when he was
obliged to flee from Saul ; and alfo of thofe of
the feveral tribes of Ifrael, and the numbers of
them that came to him in Hebron, after the
death of Saul and Abner, to make him king
over all Ifrael. And among the reft, thofe of
B2 the
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the tribe of Iffachar ar e’t}ﬁoned; who, thrugh

but few, but two d, when thofc that
came out of the other fribes were feveral thou-
fands; yet being the principal men of the tribe,
and having all their brethren at their com-
mandment and beck, it was as well as if the
whole tribe lind come in a body ; aud befides,
being men of fkill and underftanding in certain
affairs, had an influence over all the tribes ; for
they Znew and could tell all Ifrael what they
ought to do 3 and fo muft be very bencficial and
wleful to David at this junure.

What the underfland:ng of thele men lay in,
is not eafy to fay ; interpicters are divided about
it: fome take them to be chronologers, or aftro-
nomers, whofe fkill lay in the computation of
times, in fixing the beginning of the ycar, and
the beginning of the mouth, and in the interca-
lation of the year; and fo were very ferviceable
to Ifrael, to let them know when the new year
bc:gau, when it was new moon, when it was
right to iutercalate the month Adar; as they
fometimes werc obliged to intercalate a wholc
month together, to make their account of time
come right ; and when to keep their feafts of Paff-
over, Pentecoft, and Tabernacles: hence it is
thought this tribe is faid 3 to call the people to

a Deut, xxxiii. 19,

the
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the mountain ; to the place of worfhip, the ta-
Lernacle or temple in mount Zion ; there they
JSball offer facrifices of righteoufnefs : and this
is the genoral fenfe of the Jewith writers. P
‘Woerc this the true {fenfe of the words, and known
to be fo; fince this is the day in which a late
a&t of parliament ¢, concerning altering the ftyle
of the year, begins to take place, it mighe be
thought that my view in reading this paffage of
Scripture was to amufe you with the diffcrence
of old and new ftyle, and to thew you the fupe-
rior cxccllency and ufcfulnefs of the one to
the other : but as this is an affair that*is not
within my province, fo I have that which is of
greater moment and jmportance to lay before
you. Others chufe to call them aftrologers, who

b The Targum of the place is, ¢ Of the children of tbe Iffac-
¢ har there were fuch who wewe dkilful in the knowledge of
¢ times, (i.e. chronologers) and wife to fix the beginnings of
¢ the years, and the be_innings of the months, and to interca-
«¢ late the months and the yeurs ; dextrous at fettling the new
¢« moon, and fixing the feafts (or appointed times) in their fea-
¢¢ fons ; well verfed in the fo‘r revolution ; aftrologers sbat
$¢ had underflanding in the planets and ftars, to know what were
¢ fit for the houfe of Ifrael to do.”” To which agree Kimchi,
Ben Melech, and Yalcut in loc. and Berefhit Rabba, §. 72z, fols
64. 2. See alfo the Targum and Jarchi on Deut, xxxiii. 1q.

¢ Entitled, An A& for regulating the commencement of the
year, and for correfting the calendar now in ufe, made in the

twenty-fourth year of the reign of his majefty king George the
Second.

had
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had fkill in the motions and revolutions of the
heavenly bodies 4, and their influences upon the
earth, whicli they had learnt from their neigh-
bours the Pheoenecians :  or elfc, being a people
much employed in husbandry, hence it is faid of
this tribe, that it taw that tke land was pleafant,
to till and manure, it delightcd m agriculture ;
and bowed his floulder to beare, and carry in
the corn when ;ipc: and dwelt in Zents to keep
its fields, or look atter its flocks; they by fre-
quent and conftant obfervations had acquired a
fort of ruftic aftrology f, and could diicern the face
of the heavens, and prognofticate what V\_rcather
it would be; and they knew the proper times
and feafons of doing bufinefs ; and fo cculd in-
form Ifiacl, or the reft of the tribes, when they
fhould plow, and fow, and reap, and plant, and
the like. Others thin they were hiftorians and
annalifts, fuch as thofe in Efth. 1. 13. wheie the
fume phrafe 15 uled of thofe whom Ahafucrus
confuited, when Vafhti his queen retuled to
come into his prefence # his command, to know

d Hence it is faid, that the ftandard of this tribe was dyed
bluck, and had painted on it the fun and moon, becaufe it is faid
of them, 1 Chron, xil. 32. of the chilaren of Ifjackar, that bhad
wnarrflanding of the times, &c.  Bemidbar Rabba, §. 2. fol. 178, 3.

e Gen. xlix, 15.  Deut. xxxiii, 18,

£ g‘fid. P'oli Synopf, in loc.

of
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of them what had been done in fuch cafes in
times paft§: and fo thefe men were well verfed
_in the hiftory of ancient times, and had ‘made
“their obfervations on things that had been done
in former times; and were capable of giving
advice what fhould be done in like circumftances.
Though others feem more rightly to interpret
this uuderﬁandmg of theirs of polmcal prudence;

they were men that knew how-to time things,
when was the fitteft opportunity to do any
thing : and whereas the prefent bufinefs was to
turn the kingdom of David, they faw, and {g
acquainted the reft of the tribes, that this was
the proper time to do it in, now Saul was dead,
and Abner alfo, a powerful commander in the
intereft of his family, and David was the moft
likely perfon to humble the Phlhﬁmes, who of
late had been fo victorious over Ifracl. Befides,
they knew that there was the word .of the
Lordh forit, ver. 23. or a prophecy that had
been given out, that he fhould be king, which’
was known in Saul’s life-time, and with which
he himfelf was acquainted; for fo faid he to

g By whom Aben Ezra underftands either aftrologers, or
fuch who knew the time that was paffed in the reigns of antient
Kings, 7. e. hiftorians ; and the Targum on the placc exprefly in-
terprets it of the children of Iffachar.

b The decrees of the word of the Lord, as the Targum.

David,



(8)

David, I know well that thou fhalt furely be
king,-and that the kingdom of ifracl fiall be
effablyl ed in thine hand i : and thefe men knew
that the time was now come, and all circum-
ftances concurring, they told Ifrael, what thev
thould do at this jun@ure*. ‘The wfe that I
thall make ef this, fhall be to accomodate the
paflage to the prophetic times, and the know-
ledge of them, the prelent oncs, or what may
be coming on; and fhall fum up the whole in
the following obfervation*:

.

That thofc who have any underftanding of
prophetic times, reiating to the church of God,
and intereft of Chnift, thould inform the true
Ifracl of God, what they ought to do in them,
or in the profpect of them,

I. There are fome times fixed in prophecy,
which by diligence, attention, and application,
men may arrive to fome underftanding of. There
are indeed fome times and feafons, the know-
ledge of which is not to be attained unto ; and

i 1 Sam, xxiv. 20,

k Jarchi’s note on the place is, ¢ For they knew how to
¢ give counfel according to the nature of every cafe; for
¢ David had need to take advice how the kingdom might be con.
«¢ firmed from before the children of Saul.”

it
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it would be wrong, as well as in vain, curioufly
to fearch into them. It i5 not for us to know
the times or Lhe feafons, which the Father hath
put in his own power ; for he has determined
the times before appointed, when every thing
that he has purpofed or promifed fhould come to
pafs; and he has fixed a teme for cvery purpofe
under the heaven, for the performance of every
thing he has defigned fhall be; a time to be
born, and a time to die, and for cvery inter-
mediate event!; but thefe times are not knowre
before-hand, until things are brought into
cxecution. There are others, and very re-
markable events, the times of which are pointed
at in prophefy ; and which, with diligence and
application, the knowledge of them may in fome
meafure be attained unto: as for inftance, the
firft coming of Chrift into this world to fave
men ; the time for it was not only agreed upon,
and fettled betwcen the Father and the Son,
called the fulnefs of time ™, but there were fe-
veral prophetic hints of it; nay, not only was
it defcribed by fome general circumftances, as
that it fhould be before the fecond temple was
deftroyed, fince he was to come into it, and
while the fceptre was in the tribe of Judab;

I Adsi 7. wvil, 26, Ecel. ik, 1y 2. m Gal. iv. 4.

C - but
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but the precife time was fixed by Daniel’s fes
venty “wecks, or 4go years, which were to
commence from a date given him; and before
the expiration of which, the Meffiah was to
come: and fo as he, by reading Jeremial’s
books, knew the time when the Babylonith
captivity fhould end; another, by reading his
propliecies, might know when the Meffiah
would come : and accordingly, about the time
when thofe weeks were drawing near to an ex-
piration, therc were many that were looking for
the Mefliah, and redemption by him, as know-
ing that it was about the time, by thefe weeks,
that he fhould comen, Tliere is a time fet for
bis fecond coming, and God 27 Ais times will
frew him, or cauie him opeuly to appear; and
though he will come in anhour we know not
of, yet there are fome circumftinces pointed
out in the word of Gogd, by which it may be
known that jt is nigh at hand; "as that the
day when the Son of Man fhall be revealed
fhall be as the days of Noah and Lot, when
men indulged themfelves in pleafure, lived in
great, fccurity, unaware of the ruin coming
upon them; and that when the Son of Man
cometh, faith will not be found in the earthe;
n See the Watchman’s Anfwer, &¢. p. 20, 21, 22.

° Lukc X\'ii- 261 23, ﬂnd X\'iii. 80
whether
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whether this be underftood of the grace or doc-
trine of faith, or of faith with refpcét to Chrift’s
coming : and when we compare thefe things
with the plefent times, and confider the luxury,
love of pleafure, carnal fecurity and infidelity
that abound among us, we might conclude that
the coming of Chrift is juft at hand; were it
not that there are many things,, which require
time, yet to be fulfilled, previous to it, as the
deftru&tion of Antichrift, the converfion of the
Jews, and the bringing in the fulnefs of the
Gentiles.  So the laft judgment, which will
take place at the fecond coming of Chrift, and
is moft certain, being e'nrly known, and often
fpoken of;; Enoch, the feventh from Adam,
prophefied of it, and of Chrift’s coming to it
the day is appointdd when it will come on,
though of that day and hour knoweth no man,
not the angels in- heawn, but the Father only :
but then the principal tlungs that fhould come
to pafs, relative to the church, between the firft
and {econd coming of Chrift to judgment, ‘are
fignified to us in the book of the Revelation ;
and by diligence, attention, and application,
the underftanding of the times of their fulfil-
ment may be come at. The ftate of the
church in all ages is defcribed by the feven
churches of Afia, which were prophetical em-

Cz2 blems
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blems and reprefentations of it. The truly apo.
ftolical church 1is fignified by the church at
Ephefus, which could not bear them that werg
evil either in doérine or pralice: the church
under the ten perfecutions is reprefented by the
church at Smyrna, which had tribulation ten
days. And thofe that lived in the times of
Conftantine, that had a {piritual difcerning of
things, when they faw the riches and glory of
the world brought into the church, might know
that they were in that ftate which was poiuted
‘at by high towering Pergamos.  And fuch wha
were in the durkeft times of Popery, who had
any fpiritual light into things, might fce that
they were in the Thyatirian church-ftate,
which Jezebel taught her pernicious dorines,
and the depths of Satan, and the myfteries of
iniquity were practifed. As we now, by com-
paring our cafe with what is faid of the church
at Sardis, may perceive that we-are in the
Sardian church-ftate; and fo may ariive to
fome underftanding of the tumes in which we
are, and what ar¢ yet to come; as the Phila-
delphian church-flate, which will bring on the
{piritual reign of Chnf}, in which there will be
an open door of the gofpel, large converfions
of Jews and Gentiles, much holinefs and bro-
therly love, and great fpirituality ; after which

the
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the church, being proud of its gifts, and the
Spirit withdrawn, it will fink into lukewarms«
nefs and fecurity ; which will bring on the
Laodiccan ftate, which will iffue in the general
judgment, as its name fignifies the judgment of
the peopleP. Moreover, there are certain very
memorable events, the dates of which are per-
emtorily fixed ; as the treading of the holy city
torty -two months ; the witnefles prophefying
in fackcloth, apnd under difcouragements, a
thoufand two hundred and three{core days : dur-
ing which term of days alfo the church is to be
nourifhed in the wildernefs even for a tlme, and
times, and half a time; and power is given to
the beaft, or antichrif, to continue forty and
two months 4.  All which began, and will end
together ; for thefe dates are exactly the fame,
one thoufand two hundred and fixty days being
equal to forty-two months, and forty-two
months to one thoufand two hundred and fixty
days, reckoning thirty days to a month, as was
ufed in the Eaftern nations; and could we be
certain when thefe dates begin, we fhould have
no difficulty about the expiration of them, or
how long it is to it ; good men have been mif~
taken

p See Dr. More on the feven churches, and my Expofition of

the fecond and third chapters of the Revelation,
q Rev. xi. 2, 3. and xii, 6, 14: and xiii. §.
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taken in their calculations for want of this:
however, though we can come at no certainty
as to the precife time when thefe things fhall
be, yet fome degree of underftanding of thefe
times may be come at; and from the circum-
ftances of things it may be concluded, that
thefe dates can’t reach beyond an Aundred and
Jifty years more, and it may be they may expire

much fooner.
In the annual fermon delivered to you about
this time laft year, and fince publithed, you
will remember I gave you fome account of the
revolutions ot marning and night which have
been, and will be to the fecond coming of Chrift;
and how that we are entering into a dark night,
the thickeft darknefs and midft of which will be
the time of the flaying of the witnefles; af-
ter which a glorious morning will break forth ;
and it thall be faid to the church, Aryfe, fhine,
Jfor thy light is come. And now what 1 fhall
farther do, and which is my principal view in
reading thefc words, is to thew that this affair
i1s not to be confidercd as a mere nicety, as a
matter of ipcculation only, but as what fhould
influence our practice.  Theory without prac-
tice 1s of little avail ; all knowledge is to be re-
duced to praflice; and feeing thefe things fhall
be,
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be, and thefe times will come, what manner of
perfons ought we to be in all holy converfas
tion and godlinefsr: 1 fhall therefore attempt
a praltical improvement of thefe things, and
what you may call, if you pleafe, an applicas
tion of my former difcourfe referred to ; which
brings me to obferve,

IL The things which thofe ‘who have fkill
i prophetic times thould make known to the
Ifracl of God, as what they ought to do in
fuch times, or in profpet of thofe to comel
And, '

Firft, There are fome things which true If-
raelites ought always, ‘and at all times to do;
even every good work, which they fhould be
always ready unto, and fhould pray to Ged ta
perfed and fit them for, and make them fruife
ful and effablyh them in®. I fhall briefly con-
fider, 1. What thefc are, 2. The neceffity of
doing them, and why, and for what purpofes
they ought to be done. And, 3. That of all
men, Ifracl, or Hraclites indeed, ought to do
thefe things,

t 2 Pet. iii, 11.
s Tit.iii. 1. Heb. xiil. 200 Col. io 10, 2 Thefll it 15,

1. What
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1. What thefe good works are, that {hould
be domte 3 and it niay hot be amits to thew, fir/;
what a good work 1s: it is often faid that not
nouns but adverds make good worksj that it
1s not merely doing bonum a good thing, but
doing that good thing deme well ; which is
what the apoftle callst well-doing ¢ an attion
may be materially good, when it is not czr-
cumfantially fo. ‘The circumftances requifite
to a good work, and by which it may be de-
fined, are, that it muft be according to the de=
clared and revealed will of God, muft {pring
from love, be done in faith, in the name of
Chrift, and to the glory of God, 1If any of
thefe circumftances are wanting, it is not pro-
perly a good work. It muft be a part of that
good, perfe&t, and acceptable will of God; or
otherwife it will corhe under the denomination
of will-worfhip, or voluntary humility, and
will be rejected by the Lord as not béing required
by him. By this rule many things will be ex-
cluded from the name of good works, which
may have a fhew of devotion and fan&ity 3 as
the traditions of the elders among the Jews,
and many things done by Papifts and others,
which may carry an appearance of religion and

t Galy vi. g.
piety
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piety in them. It muft alfo {pring from love to
God ; charity is the end of the commandment,
and love the fulfilling of the law ; this is not
only the matter of it, but the fource of obedi-
ence, which thould be yiclded to it; not through
fear of punithment, or hope of reward, but
without any finifter, felfith, and mercenary
views, in pureaffection to God that requires it
and that work is beft done that is done in the
view, and under the influcnce of the love of
God. It muft be alfo. done in faith, the thing
itfelf muft be believed as right to be done; fore
whatfoever is not of faith is fn®: anditThould
be done in the exercife of faith on God that en-
joins it, and on Chrift; in whom alone it is ac-
ceptable ; For without faith itis impoffible to
pleafe God ™ 5 and therefore what is without it
cannot be a good work: the apoftle puts the
fuperior excellency of Abel’s facrifice to Cain’s,
not fo much upon the matter of them, though
there was a difference between them in that re-
fpec, as upon the manner of performing them,
the onc being done in faith, the other without ;
By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent
Sacrifice than Cain™ :  as faith without works
is a dead faith, fo works without faith are dead

o Ram. v, 21, w ITeb. sl 6, ~ 1b, ver. 4.

n works
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works alfo. A good work muft be done in the ¥
name and ftrength of Chrift, without whom
we can do nothing fpiriritually good and accep-
table to God. If we pray, it nuft be in the
name of Chrift, which is always prevalent; if
we give thanks, it muft be to the Father, in
the name of our Lord Jefus; if we give an
almfdeed to any of his people, it muft be in his
name, and becaufe they belong to him ; What-
Socwer ye do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord JYefusy: and every good
work muft be directed to the glory of Godj if
men feek themfelves, the applaufe of men,
their own glory by what they do, as the Pha-
rifees did by their prayers and almfdeeds, their
works cannot be properly called good works.
But to procced to the particulars of thofe things
which truc Ifraclites oughtalways to do.

(1.) Every thing that relates to God, his
will, and his worthip. Every thing that is of
a moral nature, or belongs to the moral law ;
for though the law 15 abolifhed, as 1t was a mi-
niftration of Mofes, and as it is a covenant of
works ; and as to juftification by it, and the
curfe and condemnation of it; yet is to be re-
garded as a rule of walk and converfation ; and

v Col. iit, 17,

.believers
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' believers are not without law to God, and are
under the law to Chrifi?; as King and Law=
giver, Morality, inits utmoft extent, in all its
branches, ought to be attended to, not only
what is in the decalogue, or ten commandments,
but whatever is ta be found elfewhere, The
decalogue is a good {yftem of laws drawn up for
the ufe of the Jewifh people ; but as all that is
in it is not moral, fo the whole of morality is
not contained in that body of laws ; and not only
what is in that, but every thing of a moral na-
ture that is to be found in any part of the word
of God, either in the Old or in the New T'efta-
ment, whether in David’s Pfalms, Solomon’s
Proverbs, the writings of the prophets, Chrift’s
fermons, or Pauls epiftles, or any others, is to
be obfcrved and done, -

Likewife, whatfoever is of divine appoint-
ment, of pofitive inftitution rclating to the
worfhip and fervice of God; not indeed any
thing ot this kind that was under the former
difpenfation, fuch as circumcifion and other
rites of the cercmonial law, the law of com-
mandments contained in ordinances now abo-
lithed: Let no man judge you in meat or in
drink, or in refpect of an holy day, &c. that

z 1 Cor. ix. 21,

D2 15,
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15, let no man condemn vou for the non-obterv-
ance of thefe things; which are a fhadow of
things to come, but the body is of Chrifl*: but
every thing of this naturc under the gotpel-dii-
penfation ought to be carefully obferved and
complied with ; the ordinance of baptifm ought
to be fubmitted unto, and the Lord’s fupper
thould be kept as it was inftituted, and all
things which Chrift has commanded thould be
done ; all his precepts fthould be efteemed, and
impartially regarded; Ifracl fhould walk in all
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blamelefs ; the affembly of his faints thould not
be forfaken; his word fhould be conftantly
heard, and every ordinance kept as delivered ;
and the Lord our God thould be worthipped,
and he only fhould be ferved.

Particularly, the duty of prayer fhould be
attended unto ; men fhould pray without ccaf-
ing ; our Lord put forth a parable to encourage
his people to pray always, and’ not fame:
prayer in the clofet fhould be conftuntly kept
up; When thou prayeft, fays Chrift®, enter
into thy clofet, &c. and prayer in the family
thould be daily ufed; if ncgle@ed, God will
refent it : he will powr out his fury on the fa-
milies that cail mot on his namec: prayer is a

2 Col. il 16, 17. b Matt. vi. 6. ¢ Jer.x. 23.
power=
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powerful means of keeping up the fpirit and life
pf religion, and witheut it, it cannot be kept
up wnth vigour.  Praying, fays a good man d,
will either make you leave off finning, or ﬁu-
ning will nake you leave off praying.

(2.) Every thing which concerns our fellow-
ercatures, whether as men or Chriftians, ought
to be done by the Ifrael of God; they fhould
love their ucighbours as themfelves, and do that
to men which they would have done to them-
iclves; mnay, it becomes them to love their
cncmies, to do good to them that hate themy
to feed them when hungry, and give them
drink when thirfty, and to overcome evil with
good. And as for their fellow-chriftians, they
thould by love ferve them, both in things tem-
poral and fpiritual ; they thould do good to all,
but efpccially to the houthold of faith : they
thould bear one another’s burdens, and fo fulfil
the law of Chrift; they thould fupport the -
weak, and comfort the fecble-minded; they
thould give advice and counfels where it is
wanting, pray with, and for one another, and
build up each other on their moft holy faith.
But I go on to thew,

2. The neceflity of doing thefe things, ar
why Ifrael, or the people of God ought to do

d Mr, Vavaffor Powel.
them.
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them: there are certain meceffury ufes, as the
apoith ¢ calls them, for which good works are
to be done; the queftion is, what they are ?
And,

(1.) Negatively : they arc not to be done in
order to procure the love and favour of God ; as,
if a man would give all the fubfiance of hus
houfe for love, il would utlerly be contemn-
edf; 1o, if he was to perform ever {o many
good works, and thofe ever {o well, they would
not obtain the love of God, which is altogether
free apd unmerited ; nothing out of God can be
the caufe of it: the reafon why he loved Ifrael
of old, and why he loves any, 1s, becaufe he
would and will love them ; Ae will be gracious
to whom he will be graciouss : nor are they to
be done to make atonement for fin, or to make
peace with God. Was a man to bring thou-
Sfands of rams, or ten thoufands of rivers of
oil, or do ever {fo many works of a ceremonial,
moral, or cvangelic nature, they would never
atone for his fins ; prefent fervices due to God,
can never make atonement for former tranfgref-
fions, or reconcile finners to God; atonement
and reconciliation for fin, and peace with God,
are made by another hand, and in a bettqr way,
even by Chrift, and the blood of his crofs,

e Tit. iil, 14. £ Cant. viil. 4, g Exod. xxxiii. 19.

Nor
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Nor are they to be done to juftify us in the
fight of God, and to render us acceptable to
him; there is no juftification before God by the
works of the law; were there, men would have
whereof to glory in his prefence; but boafting
is excluded by the law or do&trine of faith, by
the doctrine of juftification by faith in Chrift’s
rightcoufnefs : if rightcoufnefs was by the law
and its works, the death of Chrift would be
in vain, and his obedience and fuffrings ufe-
Iefs ; but it is certain that a finner is juftified
swvithout the works of the law, and by a righ2
teoulnefs imputed to him without them’: nor
are they neceflary to falvation, or to be done
in order to procure it 3« falvation 1s neither ac-
cording to them, nor by them; it is wrought
out by Chrift, and is fo compleat and perfect,
that nothing can be added to it to make it more
fo: he is the fole author of it, his own arm has
brought it in; it 1s in him, and in no other.
Nor are they to be performed with a view to
merit any thing at the hand of God: it is im-
poffible for a creaturc to merit any thing of
God by what he does: men may talk of en-
thufiafts and vifionaries, but they are the great-
cft, w. dream of the merit of their good
works ; the leaft thing cannot be merited by
w3, not a morfel we eat, or a rag we wear,

much
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much lefs the above things relating to eternal
falvatior. ‘That by which we merit fhould
be profitable to him of whom we merit;
but can a man, or any thing he does, bé
profitable unto God? It fhould not be duc
to him of whom we merit; bhut all our
works are due to God, he has a prior right
to the performance of them : what is done in a
way of merit, fhould be done in our own
ftrength, without any affiftance from him of
whom we fhould merit; whereas our beft works
are done in the ftrength of the Lord, and by the
afliftance of Inus grace : to which inay be added;
there thould be fome proportion between that
which is merited, and that by which we me-
rit ; but therc is none between eternal falvation
and our works; wherefore thefe are not the
neceflary ufes for which they are to be done.
But,

(2.) Pofitively . thefe things ought to be
donc, and there is a necellity of doing them,
with refpe& to God ; becaufe it is the will of
God they fhould be done, he has commanded
them, and becaufc they arc approved of by him,
and are well-pleafing to him, throughefhrift,
when rightly done ; befides, they are tMmeans
of glotifying God, not only by the perfons that
do them, but by others that behold them s for

which
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~which reafort our Lord directs utito them b; Zet
your light fo fiine before men, that they may
Jee your good works, and glorify your Father
which 15 in heaven. They are neceflary with
refpedt to men; they are good and profitable
‘unto them ; it is fetting them a good example,
and may be a means of recommending religion
to them, and of foftening theirsminds to an at-
tention to the truths of the gofpel, and of win-
ning fuch without the word, who are not won
by it ; and, however, of putting to thame and
filence fuch who are forward to accufe the good
converfation of the faints. They ought to be
done on account of the pcople of God them-
felves ; to teftify their fubje@ion to God, and
gratitude to him, for mercies received from
him ; to adorn the do@rine of God their Savi-
our, and to evidence the truth of their faith,
and the fincerity of their profeflion. And they
fhould be done on account of the works them~
{elves, becaufe they are good, honeftly good;
they are things honeft, juft, pure, lovely, and
of good report; they are pleafantly good, there
is a pleafure enjoyed in them; great peace have
they Wich love the law of God, and obey’ 1t ;
and they are profitably good, though not to

b Matth, v. 16,
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God in the inftances before mentioned, yct to
men. , But I procecd to thew,

3. Why Ifrael, the people of God, of all
men, ought to do thefe things; and there are
two rcafons fort it,

(1.) Becaufe they are under the greateft oblis
gations to do them. They are chofen of God
unto them ; though they are not chofen becaufe
thcy were holy, yet that they might be holy in
heart and life ; though the act of election pafled
before they had donc cither good or evil, and fo
Is irrefpeétive of their works ; yet they are {uch
which’ God hath fore-ordained that they fhould
walk in them1; and it becomes them to make
their calling and cleClion furek ; which fhould
bedonc, as it {cems, by fome third thing, that
is, by good works; and fo fome copies read the
text. They are redeemed by Chrift for this end,
that they thould be a peculiar people, zealous
of good works! ; and unlefs they arc performed,
this end is not anfwered; fince they are re-
deemed from a vasn converfation™, they ought
not to follow one; and fince they are not their
own, but are bought with the price of Chrift’s
precious blood, they thould glorify him in their

i Eph. i. 4. andii. 10, k 2 Det.i. 10,
} Tit.ii, 14. m | Pet.i. 19.
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body and fpirit, which are his, The love of
Chrift thould conitrain them to live to him who
died ior them, and rofe againn: they are effec-
tually called by his grace, and though not ac-
cording to their works, yet with an Loly call-
ing, and unto holinefs : fuch who are called,
ought to be holy, as he that has called them is
holy, and fhould, by their lives and couverfa-
tions, thew forth the praifes of him who has
called them out of darknefs into marvellous
light, They have received many exceeding
great and precious promifes from the’Lord,
that he will be with them, and not leave them
or forfake them; that he will help and
ftrengthen them, and affift them in every duty,
and work in them both to will andto do of his
good pleafure; will carry on and perform his
good work in them until the day of Chrift, and
will be their God and Father, and they fhall be
his fons and daughters, and ever continue in
this relation : and having, thercfore, thefe pro-
mifes, fays the apoftlee, let us cleanfe our-
Jelves from all filthinefs of the flefb and [pirit,
perfelling holinefs in the fear of the Lord:
to which may be added, that they have received

n 1 Cor. vi. 19, z0: 2 Cor, v, 14.
o 2 Cor. vi. 17. and vii. 1.
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many mercies and favours from the Lord, botli
temporal and fpiritual, which they are unwor-
thy of ; and thefe fhould influence and engage
them to the performance of good works: this
is an argument the apoftle Paul ufes to this
purpofe; I befeech you, therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye prefent your bo-
dies a lving facrifice, holy and acceptable lo
God, which is your reafonable ferviceP,

(2.) Another reafon why of al/ men the If-
rael of God, or his own fpecial people, ought
to*do good works, is, becaufe they are iy the
beft capacity of doing them ; nay, they are the
only perfons that can perform them aright.
There is no good thing in unregenerate men,
and therefore no good thing can come out of
them, or be donc by them; they have no true
knowledge of that which is good, and much lefs
todoit; they havenoinclination or defire, nay,
an avetfion to it ; they have no free-will there-
unto, nor power to perform ; it may as reafon-
ably be expected to gather grapes of thorns, aud
figs of thiftles, as good works to be done by an
evil man; 3 wicked man is to every good
work reprabate and unfit: but Ifraelites indeed,
they are good men, and {o capable of doing-good
works; aman muft fiMt be a good man before

p Rom, zii. 1, |
1€
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he can do good works : men begin at the wrong
end, when they propofe to do good works;) in
order to make themfelves good men ; the firft
concern fhould be to have a good work of grace
upon the heart, which is the Lord’s work ; for
unlefs there is a good work begun within, there
will be no good works done without; the trec
muft firlt be made good ere the fruit will be
good. Moreover, fuch are made alive by the
grace of God; the Spirit of life from Chrift has
entered into them; Chiift himfelf has {aid to
them whzif in their blood, Lived. Principles
of grace, life, and holinefs are wrought in their
hearts, and fo they are in a capacity, under the
influence of divine grace, of producing alts of
holinefs, or of performing good works ; whereas
men dead in trefpafles and fins, are not able to
do any thing {fpiritually good, and at moft and
beft their works muft be dead works.  Spiritual
Ifrael are fuch as are regenerated and fanétified
by the Spirit of God, and fo are meet for the
mafler’s ufe, and prepared unto every good
work r: the Spirit of God is put within them,
to caufe them to walk in the fatutes of the
Lord, and to keep his judgments and do thems.
They are ftrengthened by him with all might in

9 Ezek, xvi. 6. r 2 Tim, i, 21, 8 Ezek. xxxvi, 27.
their
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their inward man for this purpofe. Befides,
they “are created in Chrif Yefus unto good
workst; they are made new creitures in him,
and by him, for tiat end; they are braaches in
him the vine, and by virtue of union to him,
and through abiding inhim, bring forth fruit;
without whom thev can do nothing, though all
things througlr him ftrengthening them : to add
no more, they are believers in Chrift, and fo as
they are under obligation, as fuch, to be careful
20 maintain good works ,; they are the only
perfons that can perform themin faith, without
which a man can do nothing that is pleafing to
God. Faith is an operative grace, it works by
lIove, and is always attended with the fruits of
righteoufiefs and good works ; for good works,
as one w calls them, are fecond a&ts necefarily

flowing from a life of faith.

Secondly, Thereare fome things particularly,
which are to be doné according to the times in
which the Iiracl of God live, or are in profpet
of. In the annual difcourfe for the laft year,
and which has been publifhed, I obferved to
you, that the times in which we are, are thofe
of the Saidian church, which reprefents the
reformed churches, and the latter part of thofe

t E}’b it. 1Q. n Tit. i.li. 8.
w Amel. Medulla Theolog. L. 2. ¢, 7, §. 35 .
times ;
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times ; in which that church, and thofe it is an
emblem of, would have no more than the name
of one, or the name of religion and Chriftianity,
without the lifc and power of it; and but few
whofe garments would be undefiled; and when
there would be a letting go, and departing from
the do&rines of the Reformation before heard
and received ; and which exaly defcribe the
times in which wec live : and’ therefore what is
reccommended to that church, as what ought to
be done by them, fhould be obferved by uss.
e watchful, and flrengthen the things whick
remain, that are ready to die—remember, there-
Sfore, how thou haft received and heard, and
hold faft and rcpent. And,

1. Weought tobe watchful. 'This concerns
not only minifters of the word, whofe fpecial
bufinefs it is to watch over themfelves and
others, to take hced to themfelves, and to their
do&trine, and to take care of the flock, over
which they are placed as overfeers, and fee to it,
that they are fed with wholefome food, and are
not infeGed with fulfe do&rine; but this is in-
cumbent on members of churches alfo; whatis
here exhorted to belongs to them, as our Lord
faid to his difciples ; What I fay unto you, I fay
unto all, Waick*; againft fin and the prevail-

x Mark xiii, 37.
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ing vices of the age, Satan and his temptatioris;
falfe teachers and their pernicious dotrines ; we
live in enfnaring times, and therefore ought to
be on our watch and guard: Times of great
profanenefs and immorality, in which not
only the men. of the world, but profeffors of
rehgion, give themfelves great liberties, and in-
dulge to a vdin converiation; and the more
wicked the times are, the more cautious thould
we be, that we are nct drawn afide by ill exam-
«ples; and the more fo, as they are fet by fuch
that profefs the fame name we do: Satan is very
bufy in laying {nares in the way of a profeffing
people, in ufing all devices, and wiles, and ftra-
tagems, to decoy them from the paths of truth
id righteoufnefs ; wherefore we ought to watch
and pray, that we enter not inlo temptation?
falfe teachers are every where lying in wait to
deceive, and therefore we eught to guard againft
them, and be careful that our minds are not
corrupted by them, from the fimplicity that is
tn Chryfz; and that we are not carried away
with the error of the wicked?; and feeing the
end of ail things is at kand, not only of the
world, and the things of it in general, but of
that church-ftate in which we are in particular;

y Mat, xxvi, 41, £ 2 Cor, zi, 3, 2 2 Pet. iii. 17.
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et us therefore be fober and watch unto
rayer b, .

The word here ufed in the exhortation to the
church at Sardis, is by fome rendered awake,
which fuggefts it to be a time of night, and {0
of fleepinefs, asindced it is now with us; they
that flecp, fleep in the night; night coming
upon us, we are fallen aﬂeep; wé are like the
virgins, wife and foolith, who while the bri:le=
groom tarried, not coming {o foon as expected,
all flumbered and fleptc; very little lively ex-
ercife of grace, or fervent difcharge of duty s
great coldnefs, lukewarmnefs, indifference, and
backwardnefs to {piritual exercifes: much flug-
githnefs and flothfulnefs, and a general content-
ment at moft in the outward form of religion ;
2t is high time therefore to awake out of fleep d,
left the day of Chrift thould come upon us un-
awares. The exhortation of the apoftle is very
fuitable to us; Awake thou that fleepeft, and
arife from the dead, and Chrif} feall give thee
lighte: which words are not fpoken to dead
finners, but to flecpy drowfy profeflors, got
mto the company of carnal men, dead in fins,
from whofc converfation, which encourages a

b 1 Pet.iv. 7, ¢ Mat, xxv. §.
4 Row ~iil. 11. e Fph, v.14.
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drowfy frame, they are called. And now be-
ing called toawake, and being awake, we ought
to keep fo, and not fall afleep again; and the
rather, fince the grand enemy of Chrift and his
churches, is bufy in fowing his tares of falfe doc-
trines, which to do is now his proper time and
opportunity : while men flept, his enemy came

and fowed larest.
2. Strengthen the t/zzngs which remain, that
are ready to dic: mecaning not fo much good
Wworks, though thefe may be faid to be dying in
our day, as to the performance of thcm, and
may be faid to be ftrengthened, when men are
diligent to do their firft works ; nor the graces
of the Spirit, for however thefe in appearance
may feem expiring, when not in exercife, yct
in reality they cannot die, being the immortal
incorruptible feed of the Spirit of God ; befides,
it is the Lord’s work to ftrengthen thefe; ra-
ther, the truths of the gofpel, preachedat the be-
ginning of the Reformation with great vigour and
livelinefs, but now almoft dead, loft, and buricd ;
and thcrefore fhould be reftored, eftablifhed, and
confirmed : but it {feems beft of all to underftand
the words of the members of this church-ftate,
(the ta loipa) the reft of them, thofe that are
left of the great number of them that have apof-

£ M.tch. xiii, 23, .
tatized,
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tatized, and yet in a fickly fiate, ready to give
up their religion and profeffion ; like thofe in
the Corinthian church, of whom the apoftle fays,
Many are weak and fickly among you, and
many fleep s : fome were wholly gone, had en-
tircly apoftatized, and others were weak and
tottcring, and ready to give up all; now means
fhould be ufed, and attempts made to recover
thefe perfons, whilft there is any hope of them,
to bring them back from whence they have par-
tially departed, to invigorate them with zeal for
Chrift, and to eftablifh them in the truths of the
gofpel ; as our Lord faid to Petcr, When thou
art converted, firengthen thy brethren®.

3. Remember how thou haft recetved and
heard, and hold faft and repent. Call to mind
the dotrines of the Reformation, how_ they
were received when firft heard; with what at-
tention and rcvererce they were liftened to;
with what affe@ion and joy they were received,
though now defpifed, difcarded, loft and buried
in forgetfulnefs ; fuch as juftification by the
righteoufnefs of Chrift, pardon by his blood, and
atonement by his facrifice : and you that know
the worth and value of thofe truths, and ftill
have them in efteem, £old them faft ; don’t let
them go, don’t part with them at any rate, no

£ 1 Cor. i 30. b Luke xxiis 32
F 2 not
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not the leaft branch of truth ; give up nothing
if you would keep the cnemy from within, pre-
ferve your outworks, ftand by them,” quit nos
even fuch as may feem of the leaft importance ;
difpute every inch of ground; give not way in
any thing, nor for any time, zo not for an hour,
that the truth of the gofpel may continue with
you'i: ’tis this giving up of one thing after an-
other that is the ruin of us; what is the reafon
that deifim has bad fuch a fprcad among us of
late years ! Among the 1eft, not only is it ow-
ing to the books wrotc againft Chriftianity, but
to the weak anlwers to them, and feeble detences
of it ; one truth of the Bible being given up af-
ter another, tll at length there 1s fcarce any
thing left worth contending for.  And fo it is
in other controverfies among thofe that are called
Chriftians ; fomcthing 1s generally given up on
the file of truth, for which the writer is com-
plimented as an ingenious man, and a man of
goad fenfe: this proves a tnare to him, and when-
ever he writes again, he’ll give up fomething
morctoconfinmbischara&er; or another will ftart
up, and take the fame method, obferving which
way the ftream of reputation runs, whillt thofe
on the other file dfecretly Jaugh at them; and
thus arvwe lika iy to be wheedled and cagoled out

iGaklii s,

of
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of truth, by artful and defigning men, on one
hand, and through the wecaknets of fome, on
the other : and we fhall have more and more of
this giving up of truth, as the night we are en-
tered into grows darker and darker ; what there-
fore we ought to do is, to get what gofpel-light
and knowledge we can, and keep what we have,
and part with none ; but repent of our coldnefs
and indiffercnce to gofpel-truths, ourinattention
to them, forgetfulnefs of them, and ynfruit-
fulnefs by them, and doour firft works of faith,
love, and zeal. And to thefc things we ought to’
do in the prefent times, may be added, what the
apoftle direds to, when he fays ; Walch ye, land
faft in the faith, quit vou like men, be firong*;
the former of thefe exhortations is the fame as
before given, and the reft agree.  Wherefore,

4. Stand falt in the failh; in the grace of
faith, and in the dotrine of it, and in the pro-
feflion of both; don’t depart from the faith of
the gofpel, thaugh you live in times that others
do; and have lived to fee the times foretold,
that fome fhould depart from the faith, giving
heed to feducing [purits!; but in thefe departing
times, let it be your honour te ftand faft with-
out wavering ; be not moved away from the hope
of the gofpelm; from the gofpel itfelf, and that

k y Cory xvi. 13, by Tim, v, 1, ) m Col. i. 23.
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hope which it gives of falvation, by Jefus Cluift,
and eternal lite through him; fand fufl in one
Spirit: let your whele foul and ipirit be in the
gofpel, and be zcaioufly affc&@ed to it, and be
united in vour endeavours to promote it; frive
ing tegether for the far:h of it againit the coms
mon enemy ; covend earnlily for the faith once
del.vered to the farmisn; which isattempted to
be wrefted out of your hands, and is in great
danger of being fo.  Let none of thefe things
moye you trom your clofeadhercnce toit, which
are objeéted to it, or you meet with on account
of your proicflion of it. Abide by it, though
the greater number of men is againdt it, and
thofe the rich, the wife, andlearned : and though
it may becharged with novelty and licentioufnefs,
and attended with reproach and perfecution.

5. Quat ye like men ; play the man; behave
like men of courage and valour ; be valiant for
the truth upon the eartho ; doas the guard about
Solomon’s bed did ; lct every man have Ais own
Jword upon his thigh, becaufe of fear in the
night?: it 1w a nght-fafon with you already,
and 1t wiil bo a daiker fhill; you’ll hear the
noife of theencry  be not terrified at it; guard
ag tft ih.o feaos that may feize and furprife you :
ight the Tora’s battles manfully : If the foun-

n Phillhoz;e Jude 3. o Jer. ix. 3. P Cant. iii. 8.
dations
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dations be deflroyed, what can the righteousdod 2
What indeed will they have to work, er build
upon, or even to ftand on, when the foundation
of all faith, hope, peace, and joy is removed ?
But then they fhould not look en as idle and un-
concerned fpe@ators of thefe things: what can
the vightcous do 2 ‘They fhould build up as faft
as others pull down; do as Nehemiah and his
people did, work with one hand, and hold a
weapon with the otherr; a trowel in one hand,
and a fword in the othcer.

6. Be flrong ; not in yourfelves, but in the
Lord, and in the power of his might, in the
grace that is in Chrift Jefus; go to him for
ftrength under every tiial and exercife, to carry
you through every fervice and fuffering for his
name-fake, and to oppofe every enemy, and to
maintain your ground againft them ; go not forth
i your own ftrength, but depend on him, and
hisgrace, which is {ufficient tor you ; encourage
yourfelves in the Lord your God ; let not your
{pirits fink, your hearts fail, and be difcouraged;
but take heart, de of good courage; confider
you are engaged in a good caufe, fight under the
great Captain of your falvation, you may be fure
of vitory in the end, and that the iflue will be 2
crown of life and righteoufnefs : wazt on the

a L, xi. 3. r Nehs ive 17,
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ford, in the way of his appointments, which
is your duty, with patient fubmiffion to his will;
until the time of your deliverance and falvation
comes, and he will frengthen your heart!; for-
tify your minds againft fear and danger.

7. Keep clofc to the word of God; make
that the rule and ftandard of your faith and
praice; believe mot every [pirit, or every man
that pretends to be a {piritual man, and to have
the Spirit of God; don’t belicve every thing he
fays under that pretence, but iy the fpirits
‘whether they are of Godt; try the fpiritual doc-
trines he prefefles to deliver, by the word of
God; doas thenoble Berwans did, who fearched
the Scriptures daily whelher thefe were [0, as
they were reprefented by the apoftles; and the
more reafon there is for fuch care and caution,
becaufe many falife prophets are gone out into
the world, and deceive men, and deftroy their
fouls by their falfe do&rine; to the law, and
to the teflimony, to the do&rine of the gofpel tefs
tificd in the facred writings, bring every thing
they fay, and examine it by : of they [peak not
according to this word ; if their do&rines don’t
agree with it, can’t be proved and confirmed by
it, it is becaufe there is mo light in them v ;

f Pfal. xxvii. 14, 1 Johniv, 1.
u Adlsxvili 11, v Ifue viii. 20,

though
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though they may pretend to great light, andeven
revelations from the Lord, yet if what they de-
liver can’t be fcen by the light of the divine
word, their light is but darknefs ; the word of
the Lord 1s a lamp unto our feet, and a light
unto our patfhx; and vou would do well to
make ufe of it: and when *s a lamp or light
more proper for ufe than in a night-fcafon ?
The night is coming on, %herefore take your
lamp and light in your hand, the word of God,
and walk by it: this &5 the more fure word ofe
prophecy, by which you may fafely go; where-
unto ye do well that ye take hecd, as unto a
light that fhincth in.a dark place, until the
day dawn, and the day-flar arife in your
hearis, ; whilft the night you are in continues,
and until the morning comes, and the day breaks,
by the slorious appearing of the Sun of Righ-
teoufncts ; or, in other words, until the {pi-
ritual reign of Chrift begins.

8. Abide with the churches of Chrift, and
minifters of the gofpel, in the worfhip of God,
and in the ordinances of his houfe : it js {aid to the
commendation of the tribe of Judah, Fudah yet
rulethwith God,and us faithful withthe fasntsz;
by no means Jforfake the affembling of your-
felves together, but keep clofe ong to another ;

= Pl aals aeg v 2 Pet. i, 19, ¢ Mof, xi. 12
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and fo much the move as you fec the day ap-
_ﬁ)'oac/z'ingﬂ; or time and hour of temptation
coming that is to try them that dwell upon the
carth; where the flepierd's tents ave da you
fix yours, and there abide; lct nothing divert
you, or caufe you to turn afide from the churches
of Chrit, to which you belong, nor trom his
faithful minifters ; no, let not a cry concerning
Chrift himfelf move you from thence ; our f.ord
has cautioned his followcers againft this, If any
man fball fay unio you, Le hercis Chrifi, or
there, believeit mot®; Chrift is where you arc;
he is preached by his minifters, and in the
churches you attend upon, and that is enough
for you ; this you are certain of; it may not be
where the cry is: however, what {cperates you
from the churches and minifters of Chrift can
never be right; Chrift and”bis minifters, and
churches, are not to be divided: there werc fome
in the Corinthian chuich for Paul, in oppofition
to Apollos 5 and others for Apollos, in oppofition
to Paul; and fome for Cephas, in oppofition ta
Paul and Apoilos; a1d others weie for Chrift,
in oppofition to them all 5 they were for Chrift
without his minifters ; 75 Chrift divided® from
his minifters and from his churches? No, heis
pot 3 and fuch are they who are for Chrift and

3 Heb, x. 25, b Mait, xxive 23, ¢ 1 Cor iy 12, 130

no
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uo order, Chrift, and no ordinances, Chrift, and
no minifters. *

g- Since there is a time of darknefs, a night-
feafon coming on, Prepare to meet thy God,
O Ifraeld; with fubmiffion to his will, with
dependence on him, and with expeftation of
fupport under the tryingexercife and deliverance
out of it. Remember it is thy God, thy cove-
nant-God and Father, who will never leave
thee, nor forfake thee ; wherefore,

10. Don’t be difcouraged, for though the af-
fli¢tion will be fharp, it will be thort ; the fe-
verity of it will laft but three days and a half,
that is, three years ang.a half; and then a glo-
rious time, and a glorious ftate of the church
will follow: and Chrift has promifed, that
fuch that Zeep the word of his patience, he will
keep from the hour of temptation, whick fhall
come upon all the world, to try them that dwell
wpon the earth©; and therefore when you per-
ceive it coming on, and the figns of it, look up,
end lift up your heads; dop’t be caft down,
rather rejoice, for your redemption draweth
night: the night of weeping will foon be over,
and joy will come in the morning.

And now, as to the morningthat will follow
after, this you fhould moft firmly believe;

d Amos iv. 12, e Rev. iii, 10, f Luke xxi. 28.

though
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though fcoffers may mock at it, and carnal pros
feflots be unconcerned about it, and give no cre=
dit to it; yet aflure yourfelves, a little while,
_and he that thall come will come, and will not
tatry 3 pray for his kingdom and coming ; give
him no reft day nor night, till he arife and has
nercy on*Zion, and make -his Jerufulem the
praife of the whole earth: be hafting in your
warm affe@ions, and earneft defires, after thofe
glotious times, which God will haften in his own
lime; and in the darkeft {feafon look for this
morning, for at evening-time tt fhall be lights ;
and a glorious one it will be, as a morning when
the fun rifes, a morning without clouds, 1 fhall
clofe all with thofe words of our Lord; Let
your loins be girded about; and your lights
burning, and ye yourfelves like unto men that
wait jfor their Lord. And now, as I have
thewn you whatIfrael oughtto do in thofe times,
Bleffed is that [ervant whom his Lord, when
ke cometh, fball find fo doing®.

& Zech, xiv. 7@ h Luke xii. 3%, 36. 43.
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2 CHRroN. xx. 20.

~— Believe in the Lord your.God, fo fhall ye
be eflablifhed ; believe his Prophets, fo foall

ye profper.

IN the beginning of this chapter, we have an
account of an invafion of the land of Judea,

in the times of Jehofhaphat, by the neighbour-
ing nations, who joined in confederacy againft
the Jews, Thefe people were always a typical
people, and in this their cafe and cirédumftances
were an emblemn of the church and people of
God; who in their prefent ftate are militant,
They are {urrounded with enemies, as the Jews
were, which are many, lively, and ftrong;
they have numerous flethly lufts, which war
A2 againft



[ 4]

againf} their fouls; and fome enemies that are
.vot fleth and blood, but fpiritual wickednefles,
with whom they wreftle ; and cven the whole
world is againft them, and bate, oppofe, and
perfecute them in one thape or. another to the
uttermott; fo that,'upon one account,or anos
ther, for the moft part, without are fightings,
wilhin are_fears®.

The mcthod Jehofhaphat and his people took
in this their diftrefs, was to feek the Lord by
prayer, and afk help of him. Prayer isa {pe-
cial picce of the Chriftian armour; it is the laft
that is mentioned jn the account of #t; it Is the
dernier refort of believers, and which they often
ufe to good purpofe and great advantage. There
were {fome fort of devils in Chrift’s time, who
could not be difpofiefled by any other means:
Satan has often felt the dint of this weapon of
\ o warfare, and. dreads it; and dreaded it has
been by fome of his inftruments., Mary, Queen
of Scots, .ufed to fay, that the dreaded inore the
prayers of John Knox, a famous Reformer, than
ten thqufand armed men ; fo effe¢tual is the fer-
vent praygr pf the righteous, as for the bring-
ing down the bleflings of the covenant of grace

a 2 Cor, vii, g,

upon
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upon them, fo for the intimidating of their ene-
mies, and for their prote&ion from them.

The excellent prayer of Jehothaphat, on this
occafion, is rccorded; which begins with tak-
ing notice of e place of the divine refidence,
heaven; in like manuer as our Lord taught his
difciples to pray, faying firft of all, Qur Father
whichk art in heaven®; and of the fovereignty
of God over all the kingdoms of the world; and
of his uncontroulable and irrefiftable poWer§
and of his being the covenant-God and Father of
his people; all which are neceffary to be ob-
ferved by us, in our addreffés to him, to raifein
our minds juft ideas of him, and to encourage
our faith and hope in him. * The royal faint goes
on to make mention of the works of God of
old; his works of power and might, of grace
and goodnefs, 1n driving the heathens out of the
land of Canaan, and giving it to the feed of
Abraham for ever; from whence he Hoped and
concluded, it would not be given up again into
the hands of tleir enemies. He takes notice of
the fan&tuary or temple that was built in. it,
where Jehovaly dwelt, granted his prefence to
his people, and heard and helped them in the
fimes of their diftrefs; which was a type of

b Mat, vi. g.
Chrift’s
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’Chrxﬁ’s human nature, the temple of his body,
the true tabernacle which God pitched, and not
man, in which dwells all the fulnefs of the
Godhead; and, for the fake of him, the Lord
hears and anfwers the prayers of his people,
when they look, as Jonah did, Bwards his lw{y
tcmpln, and which, with great pertinency, is
here obferved. Next the ingratitude of their ene-
mies is taken notice of ; when Ifrael came put of
Egypt, and pafled through the wildernefs, they
were bid not to meddle or diftre(s the Meabites,
Ammonites, and Edomites, but turn away from
thém, as they did; who now reward them evil
for good, by attempting to difpoflefs them of the
Iand given them to inherit: and therefore it
wias hoped the Lord would judge their caufe, and
rig'ht their wrongs ; fiucc the king and his peo-
ple had no power to oppofe fuch a numerous
army that was come up againft them; but their
eyes were to the Lord, and on lum were their
dependance, and with him they left the iffue
of things.

The Lord prefently thewed himfelf to be a
God shearing and anfwering prayer; for imme-
dmtcly, as the king and all tl.e people ftood be-
fore the Lord, to hear what he would fay unto

¢ Jonuh ii, 4.
them,
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them, the Spirit of the Lord came upor. Jﬂbﬂ!‘
ziel, a Levite, who ftood up and prophefied, and
bid the people not to be difmayed at the num-
ber of their enemies ; told where they were to
be met with ;#affured them of viGtory, nay,
that they had no need to fight, the Lord would:
fight for them ; and that they had nothing to do,
but to ftand ftill and fee the falvation of God;
which meflage Jehothaphat and the people re-
ceived with faith, with holy reverence and
godly fear, bowing their heads and worthip-
ping: and fo fully affured were they of the
truth of what was promifed them, that they
fung the praifes of God, before the delive-
rance was wrought ; upon which they marched
out to meet the enemy, when Jehofhaplgt, at
the head of his army, addrefled it in the words
firft read; Believe in the Lord your God, fo
Jhall ye be effablifbed; believe his prophets; fo
Jhall ye profper : ¢ Do not truit in your nums-
¢ bers, nor in your own ftrength, courage, and
¢ {kill; but truft in your covenant-God, fo
¢ fhall ye be ftrengthened, confirmed, and
¢ animated to engage your enemies, with.true
¢ fortitude of mind; believe what he has- faid
“ by his prophets, particularly by Jahaziel,
¢ who has juft now delivered a meflage from
4¢ him to you, {o fhall ye {ucceed-againft your
¢ enemies,
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¢ enemies, and obtain a complete victory ovef
t thet.” THis is the fenfe of the wotds re=
fpe&ing the prefent cafe; but they may be ap-
plied to believers in any age or period of time,
in whatfoever cife or circumftanees they may
be; the main and.principal thing in them is
faith or believing : concerning which,

I. T fhall confider the kind and nature of it.
1. The objefs of it, as here expreflcd, the
. Lord God and his prophets.
TII. The advantages arifing from it, efablifb
ment and profperity.

1. I fhall confider the kind and nature of
faith : there are various forts of faith, as the
apoftle fuggefts, when he faysd, Though I
have all faith ; that is, all forts of faith, which
he fuppofes a man may have, and not lnave chas
rity, love, or true grace; he means all forts but
one; namely, fpecial faith; for whofocver has’
that, has charity or love; for faith worketh by
lovee : however there are feveral forts or kinds
of faith.

" 1. There is a faith of miraclcs, or of doing

rairacles; and which the apoftle, in the above
words has in view, fince it follows, /o that 1

4 1 Cor. xiil. 2, ¢ Gal, v. 6.

could
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could remove mountains ; referring to what our

Lord faid to his difciples ¢ ; - /f ye have faith as
a grain of muflard-feed, ye frall fay unto this
meuntain, Remove hence to yonder place, and.
it fball remove ; and nothing fball be impoffible
unto you. Chrift, when he gave his difciples
a commiffion to preach the gofpel, gave them
power of working miracles to confirm it; he
gave them power over unclean fpirits, to caft,
them out, and to heal all:manner of difeafes ;
and Judas, no doubt, .h'ad. this power as wellas,
the reft ; for a man in thefe times‘. inight have
fuch a faith, and fuch a power, and yet not

have that fpecial faith awflich iffues in falvation.

We readg of fome that taft out devils in the
name of Chrift, and yet are not, and will ngt be
known and acknowledged by him as his.

2. There is a faith which is commonly called
an hiftorical faith ; which is a mere affent to a
fet of propofitions as true, and which are true
in themf{elves; as,

" That there is but one God. ‘That there is a
God, may be known and believed by the light
of nature, may be concluded from the things that
are made by him ; and that this God is but one,

£ Mat. xvii, z0. g Mat, %, 22, 23,
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1s the voice of reafon and revelation ; the lan-
guage both of the Old and of the New Teftament ;
the faith of Jews and Chriftians 3 and it is right
to believe it; and which may be done where
there is not true fpecial faith : thou believeft
that there is one God, thou doft well, the devils
alfo believe and tremble® : that is, they believe
there is one God, and know there is but one,
and tremble through fear of his awful majefty.

* With this fort of faith a man may believe
all that is faid and is troe of Jefus Chrift; as
that he is God over al, blefled for ever; the
true God and eternal life; that he is the Son of
God, and Saviour of the world ; that he is God
and man in one perfon ; that he became incar-
nate; that he fuffered and died for the fins of
men ; that he was buried, and rofe again from
the dead ; that he afcended up to heaven, is fet
down at the right hand of God, and will come
a fecond time to judge the world; all which a
man may believe, and yet be deftitute of the
true grace of God. There are indeed fome
ftrong expreffions in the epiftle of the apoftle
John, .where he fays, thatevery Jprrit that con-
fedfeth that Fefus Chrift is come in the flefb, is

R James ii. 1g,

o
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of Godi; and whofoever believeth that Jefus
is the Chriff, is born of Godk : whereas now
there are all nations that believe thefe things,
of multitudes of whom it cannot be thought
that they are regenerate perfons. It will help
us over this difficulty a little by confidering
times, and times : in the apoftles times, thefe
truths were generally denied; the whole world,
Jews and Gentiles, oppofed them ; and then for
a man to believe and profefs them in the face of
all oppofition, and under the fcandal of the
crofs, was a great matter; it was reckoned a
proof of true grace, and a criterion of a man’s
regeneration: but now fince Chriftianity is eftas
blithed, and become the religion of nations, to.
believe all this is no mark or fign of being born,
again ; for fuch a natienal faith is no better than
the faith of Indians and Mahometans, only it
happens to have a better obje& ; for the ground
and reafon of it is the fame; namely, being
born and brought up among thofe who generally
believe in the fame way Though it may be, the
true fenfe of the above expreffions is this ; that
every one that embraces, pofleffes, or preaches
that Chrift is come in the flefh, or is become in~

i 1 Joha iv. 3. k 1Johnv. 1. '
B2 carnate,
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carnate, is on the fide of God aud truth ; and that
whoever believes that Jefus of Nazareth is the
true Meffiah, is a regenerate perfon ; that is,
not barely aflents to this truth; but whereas
his work, as the Meffiah was to make atone-
nent for fin, and procure the pardon of it, and
bring in everlafting righteoufnefs, and obtaia fals
vation for men; he deals by faith with him for
thefe thipgs ; with his atoning facrifice for the
expiation of fin; with his blood for pardon and
cleanfing, and with his righteoufnefs for juftifica.
tion; receives him as 3 Saviour, and depends upon
him for life and falvation; otherwife, barely
believing him to be the Mefiiah, is no other than
what the devils themfelves do; who, in the days
of his fleth, knew and owned him to be the
Chrift, the Son of God1.

With this fort of faith a man may belicve all
the dotrines of the gofpel, and yet not have the
root of the matter in him, or true grace, Men
may have the whole form of gofpel-do@rine in
their heads, and deny the power of it, or not feel
it intheir hearts ;- they may believe the things
concerning the kingdom of God and Jefus Chrift,
as Simon Magus did, or howevcr profeﬁ?:d to
do, and yet be. wnth him in the gall of bitter-

nefs and bond of mlqulty Yea, many have

1 Luke iv. 34 35
had
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had fuch a degree of knowledge in evang'élical
things, as to be able to preach the gofpel clearlj
and diftinély, to prophefy or preach in Chrift’s
name, and yet knew him not fpiritually and
experimentally, or were known by him; they
may fpeak with the tongues of men and an-
gels, have all knowledge and all faith of thjs
kind, and yet be without charity or true love to
God, to Chrift, and to divine and fpiritual
things. Indeed, withéut believing the gofpel,
of Chrift, and the things. concerning him, there
can be no true faith in him : men can’t be chil-
dren of light without. believing the light of the
gofpel, or giving credit to the gofpel-revelation ;
and therefore our Lord exhorts men to believe in
the light, that thewmight be children of the
light™ : the way and means of being fo, is to
attend unto and believe the gofpel-fcheme ; but
then this may be believed. and yet men fall
thort of the true light of {pecial grace.

"This faith is but a temporary faith, a believ-
ing for a while ; and it need not be thought
ftrange if perfons that have only this thould
make fhipwreck of it, and put away a good
confcience ; and which is no inftance of a true
believer’s falling away from grace; whereas
thofe who have true faith, and live by it on

m Jobn xii. 36.
Jobn 213 Chrift,
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Chrift, are not of them.that draw back unto
perdition, but of them that believe to the faving
of the foul : which brings me to obferve,

" 3, That there is a fpecial and fpiritual faith,
to which falvation is annexed ; with which he
that Lelieves thall be faved according to the gof-
pel-declaration ; aid which directs and encou-
rages fenfible finners to look to Chrift, and be-
lieve in him, affuring them they fhall be faved.
The fcheme of falvation the gofpel publifhes and
proclaims is, that it is by grace through faith
in Chrifi : hence, I fuppofe, it is'that this fort
of faith is commonly called faving faith, to
diftinguith it from others; though I think not
with {tri& juftnefs and propriety, and could
wifh the phrafe was difufed ; fince it feems to
derogate and detra& from%he glory of Chrift,
who is the alone Saviour, anrd to carry off the
mind from the objcét of faith, to.the act of it.
But be this as it will ;

This fort of faith 1s not of a man’s felf; it
does not owe its original to the creature ; it is
exprefsly denied to be of man; that not of
yourfilves, it is the gift of God »; it it not the
etfe@ of pure nature; it is not the produce of
man’s free-will and power; all men have not
Jfaithp ; there are few that have it, and thofe

% Eph. ii, 8 p 2z Thefl iii, 3. h
that
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that have it, haveit not from nature, but by
the grace of God. No man , fays Chrift, can
come unto me; that 1s, believe in him ; for
coming to Chrift, and believing in him are the
{ame thing, except it were given him of my Fa~
ther 9. And again, No man can come unto me,
except the Father, whick hath fent me, draw
himr ; that is, by the influence of his Spirit
and grace.

Nor is this fort of faith of the law of works;
for asthe law is not of faith®, fo neither is faith
of the law ; the law is not fo much as the
means of it, nor does it reveal the obje&, nor
require the a&, or dire& and encourage to it : it
is not the means of true faith in Chrift ; faitk
comes by hearing the word of Godt; but by
what part of it ! not the law but the gofpel;
recevved ye the Spirit by the works of the law,
or by the hearing cf faith“ 2 that is, by the
preaching of the law, and the works of it, or
by the preaching of the do&rine of faith ? by the
latter, and not the former: and as the Spirit is not
received in that way, or by fuch means, fo not
the graces of the Spirit, and particolarly
faith. How fhould it come this way, fince
the law does not reveal the obje& of it, Chrift,

9 John vi. 6. r John vi. 44. s Gal. iis 12,
t Rom, 2. 17, w Gal. iii. 2.

or
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or glve the leaft hint concerning Lim | By the
law s the knowledge of fin¥; but not the
knowledge of a Saviour from fin: did it re-
veal Chrift to a poor awakened finner, it
would not work that wrathin his conicience,
or leave him without hope of mercy, as it
‘does ; and if it knows nothing, and makes
known nothing of the object of faith, how can
it be thought it fhould require the a& of it ?
does 1t reqmre an a&t upon an unknown ob-
.Je&? does it require men to believe in an
objet it does not roveal or give the leaft dif
covery of ? how fhould they belicve in con-
fequence of fuch arequirement, of whom they
have not heard the leaft tittle from the law?
nor does the law give any direction or cn-
couragement to fouls to believe in Chrift; its
language is, Do this and livex, but not belivve
n Clm/l and be favedy; this is the voice of
the gofpel, and not of the law. Should it be
faid that fauh is reckoned among ke
weightier matters of the law®; this is to be un-
derftood eithier of ﬁdelxty, of faithfulnefs among
men, or of truft in God, as the God of na~
tuse and providence, &c. giving credit to the

» Rom. iii. 20., ® Gal, iii, 12, ¥ A&sxvi. 31,
s Mate, xxiii, 23,
revelation
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revelation of his will, and the worfhip of him
according to it, .

True faith in Chrift comes from another
quarter than from the covenant of works,
and flows in another channel; it is a bleffing
of the covenant of grace, of that covenant
which is ordered in all things, and furea;
for- the glory of God, Father, Son, and Spi-
rit, and for the good of the covenant-anes;
it provides all bleflings of grace for them,
for time and eternity, and among the reft
faith in Chrift Jefus, This lays open and ex-
pofes a miftaken and falfe notion of fome
who aflert, that faith and repentance are con-
ditions of the covenant of grace, when they
are the bleflings of it, included in that pro-
mifc; A new heart alfo will I give unto you,
and a new [pirit will Iput within you; and I
will lake away the flony heart out of your flefb,
and I'will give you an heart of flefov; and thefe
are gifts without repentance, which God
never revokes or takes back, or fuffers to be
of no effe&. Faith in Chrift is the fruit of
eleCting grace, and is as fure as falvation it-
felf ; the one is in the decree of the means,
the other in the decree of the end; that de.

2 2 Sam. xxiii. 5 b Ezek. xxxvi. 26.
Cc cree
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cree of clection, which fecures the end., filva-
tion, {ccures alfo the means, fanélificaiion of
the Spirit, and belief of the lruthe; or taith
in Chrift, who 1s the truth; fo it has been
in all ages, now is, and ever fhall be, that
as many as were oidained unto eternal I.fe
belicvedd : hence true faith is called the faith
of God’s elefie; it being certain, proper and
peculiar to them ; and this is the true reafon
why one belicves, and another does not; as
«our Lord fays of fome, Ye believe not, becaufe
ye are not of my fleepf; the theep which the
Father gave unto me in cleCion, and in the
covenant of gracc: let any man rife up and
give a better reafou if he can, than this that
Chrift has given, why one believes in lhim,
and another docs not.  Believing in him 15 the
pure gift of God, of his rich fovereign and dif-
tinguithing grace ; e gives it to one, and de-
nies it to another, as he pleafes 5 he Aides the
things of Clrift, and of the gofpcl, from the
wife and prudent, and doss not vouchfafe unto
them fa:ith in them ; and reveals them wunio
babes ; and gives them faith in his Son ; and no
other reafon can be given of it than his fovereign

¢ 2 TheflLii 151 8 Ads xiii. 48, e Tit.i. 1,
£ Jolin x. 26.

pleafure :
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plealurc: even [> Father, fays Chaift, for /o
et feemed good in thy fights.

Special faith in Chrift is of the operation of
the Spirit of God ; he produces it by his migh-
ty power in the foul ; he enlightens the mind,
reveals the obje@, brings near Chrift, his righ-
teoufnefs and falvation, and enables the fenfible
finner to look unto him, lay hold on him, and
rececive him as his Saviour and Redeemer :
hence heis called the Spirit of faith® ; becaufe
bLe is the author of it, who begins and carriep
on, and will perform the work of faith with
power 3 the principal ufe of which grace is to
receive all from Chrift, and give him the
glory. God has put this honour upon it, to
conftitute and appoint it to be the receiver-ge-
neral of all the bleflings of grace. It receives
Chrift himfelf as the Father’s free-gift ; it re~
ceives out of the fulnefs of Chrift, even
grace for grace, or an abundance of it; it re-
ceives the blefling of righteoufnefs from the
Lord for juftification ; it receives the remiffion
of fins through his blood, according to the gof=
pel-declaration ; it receives the adoption of chil-
dren, in confequence of the way being opened for
it through the sedemption which is in Chrift ;
it receives the inheritance among*them that are
fanétified, theright unto it, and the claim upon

£ Matt. xi. 28, b z2Coni.in,
C =2 it s
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it; and to this poft it is advanced, that all the
glory might redound to the grace of God ; it is
of faith, that it might be by gracei : there are
other ufes of faith, and a&ings of it, which will
be obferved under the following head. I now
proceed to confider,

11. The obje&s of faith, as in the words di-
reted to, the Lord God and his prophets.
11t. T'he Lord our God, who is the one Lord to be
believed in; Hear, O Ifrael, the Lord our God
25 one Lord* : from which paflage the ancient
Fews ! have eﬁ1blnﬂ1€d the do@rine of -a Trinity
of perfons in the Godbead, as well as the doc-
trine of the unity of the divine Being ; and cer-
tain itis, that Father, Son, and Spirit, are the
one God ; and each, and every one of them, are
to be believed in, and are the proper objects of
faith.

t. God the Father is the objett of faith,
who is to be believed in ; and to believe in him,
is not merely to believe his exiftence and per-
feCtions, for he is a fool indeed that belicves

e is no God: nor merely to believe in him
as the God of nature and providence, and to
truft in him for the prefervation of life, and
the continuance of the bleflings and mercies of

i Rom. iv, 16. k Deut. vi. 4.

! See my Expofition of 1 Johnv, 7. .
) 1ty
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it, and to glorify him for them; though there
are fome who believe there is a God, yet do not
glorify him as fuch, nor truft in his goodnefs,
nor are thankful for providential favours : but to
believe in him with a fpecial faith, is to believe
in him as he has proclaimed his name in Chrift,
A God gracious and merciful, pardoning ini-
quity, tranfgreffion and finm; it is to believe
in him as our covenant God and Father, for {o
he is to his people in Chrift; he is to them
what he is to him, as he fays®, I aftend to
my Father, and your Father, and to my God,
and your God : it was a noble a& of faith ex-
prefled by Davido, / trufled in thee, O Lord,
I faid, Thou art my God,; and fuch fhould be-
lieve that this God, who is their God, will be
their God and guide even unto death ; fince co-
venant-relation always fubfifts, and can never
be made void. And whereas the Father of
Chrift ftands in the relation of a Father to his
people ; it becomes them, having had the tef-
timony of the Spirit of adoption, witnefling to
their {pirits that they are the children of God,
to call him in faith, and with a filial fear and
reverence, their Father, and not turn away
from him: to believe in him, is to believe in

m Exod. xxxiv.6. 1 John xx,17.  © Pf xxxi. 14.

his
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his cyerlafting and unchangeable love; and to
believe that it is fo, and thc:r intereft in it, it
Leing fhed abroad in their hearts, by the Spirit
. given unto them ; this love being declared unto
them by the Lord himfclf, and affirmed in the
ftrongeft terms, fayingP, Ihave loved thee with
an everlafling love ; of which he has given full
proof, not only by his choice of them in Chrift,
and by the redemption of them through him,
but by drawing them with loving kindnefs to
*himiclf, in effc&ual vocation; it thould be be-
lieved : it 1s a glorious act of faith of the apof-
tles, when he faysq, [ am perfuaded, that
neither death nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
cipalities, nor powers, mor things prefent, nor
things to come, mor height, nor depih, nor any
other creature, fhall be able to feperate us from
the love of God, which is in Chriff fefus our
Lord ; this is to be rooted and.grounded in it.
To believe in God the Father, is to believe in
him as the God of all grace, the author and gwer
of it; that his grace 1s fufficient for us in all
times of need; that he is able to caufe all
grace to abound towards us; and that he will
fupply all our wants, according to his riches
in glory by Chrift Jefus: it is to believe in his

p Jer.xxxi. 3. 9 Rom. viii. 38, 39.

promifes,
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promifes, which are exceeding great and pre.
cious; that he is faithful who hath promifed,
and will perform ; that he will never {uffer his
faithfulnefs to fail, nor any good word which
he has {poken ; that all his promifes are yea and
amen in Chrift: it is to believe in his power,
that he is able alfo to perform and make good
what he has faid; and likewife that there is in
him everlafting ftrength, and that according to
his promife, as our day is, our ftrength fhall
be; and that we are, and fhall be kept by his®
power, through faith, unto falvation,

2. Jefus Chrift, the Son of God, is alfo the
objet of faith : Ye believe in God, believe alfo
in me®, fays Chrift himfelf; who is God as
wcll as the Father, and to be believed in
equally with him : the gofpel dire&s to faith in
Chrift, and it is the principal thing it encourages
to; the minifters of it point him out to fenfible
and diftrefled finners, faying, Believe on the
Lord Fefus Chriff, and ye fball be faveds: the
fum of the gofpel, of the word of faith is,
That if thou fbalt confefs with the mouth the
Lord Fefus, and fball believe in thine heart
that God hath raifed him from the dead, thou
Jhalt be faved ; for with the heart man believeth

r John xiv. 11, s Alts xvi, 31,

uno
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unto righteoufnefs, and with the mouth confe/-
_fion is made unto falvationt* The Targum, or
Chaldee paraphrafe of our text, is, Belicve in
the word of the Lord your God ; where the Pa-
raphraft, by the memra Jehovah, or word of the
Lord, docs not mean the written word of the
Lord, the Scriptures; nor the oral word of the
Lord, what was {poken by the prophets, as it
is fa3d he fometimes does; fince it follows, in
the fame paraphrafe, Belicve in his law, and
sin his prophets; wherefore it is to be under--
ftood of the eflential Word, the Son of God,
who is to be believed in ; and various are the
a&s of faith which are exercifed on him, or be-

lieving on him 1s exprefled by various things.
Faith in Chrift is fignified by feeing him,
and looking unto him; an unknown Chriit can-
not, but an unfeen Chrift is, and may be, the
objet of faith : Faith is the evidence of things
not feen ¥, the principal of which is an unfeen
Chrift: the believer, by faith, beholds the
glory of his perfon, the fulnefs of his
grace, the excellency of his righteoufnefs, the
preciouyfnefs and efficacy of his blood, and the
fuitablenefs of his falyation; and it looks to
him for peace and pardon, for righteoufnefs,
ctcrnal life and happinefs; and keeps looking

t Rom. x. g, 10a u Heb, xi. 1, .
to
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to him as the author and finifher of faith, It~
is a motion of the foul towards Chrift; it not
only looks at him, and gazes with admiration
and pleafure on the glories of his perfon, and
the riches of his grace, but goes out unto him :
faith is the foul's coming to Chrift, which it
is encouraged to do, by his kind invitation,
Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy
laden, and Iwill give you refi¥; and by his
gracious declarations and refolutions, that he
will in no wife caft out him that cometh to
him*: yea, it is expreffed by a {fwift motion to
him; by a fleeing to him for refuge, under a
fenfe of fin and danger; by ruaning to the
name of the Lord for fafety, which isasa ftrong
tower; and by turninginto the ftrong-hold
Chrift, as prifoners of hope: to believe iu'him,
is not only to behold him with an eye of faith,
to flce and come unto him in a way of believing,
but to lay Aold wpon him, and embrace him ;
for Chrift is a tree of life to them that lay hold
upon kim, and happy is every one dhat retarn-
eth himy: it is to lay hold upon the fkirt of
him thatis a Jew ; to lay hold upon his righ-
teoufnefs ; to lay hold upon his ftrength ; tolay
hold upon his covenant ; the bleffings and pro-
mifes of it; to lay hold on him, gs the Mediator

w Math xio28.  x Johnvi.37,  y Prov. iii. 18.
of
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of the covenant; to hold him faft, aud not let
him go ; faying with Job, Though ke flay me, yet
will Iiru in him—he alfo fhall be my [fal-
vationz. Faith in Chrift is a leaning on hum,
while paffing through this wildernefs; it 15 a
recumbency, a relying upon him for falvation ;
a ftaying a man’s felf upon the mighty God of
Jacob; laying the whole ftrefs of his falvation
on him ; cafting all his care, and all his burdens
on him, who has promifed to fuftain him and
‘them ; believing he is able to keep Lim from
falling, and to keep what he has committed to
him: for to believe in Chrift, is to give up all
into his hands, our fouls, and the eternal con-
cerns of them; to expelt all grace, and all the
fupplies of it from him, even all grace heic,
and glory hereafter : it is, in one word, to deal
with his perfon for acceptance with God ; with
his blood for pardon and cleanfing; with his fa-
crifice for atonement; with his l‘lblltCOUﬁlCib
for Juﬁ'lﬁupon ; with his fulnefs for every #up-
ply of grace, looking for his mercy urito eternal
lite,
. The Holy Spirit of God is likewife the ob-
Je& of faith ; we read and hear much of fzuth in
Gad, and of faithin Jetus Chrift, but very little
of faith in the Holy Ghoft ; and yct as he is
z :]ob. Xiil. 15, 16.
the



[ 27 ]

the one God with the Father and the Son, he is
equally to be believed in as they are: and we
are not only to believe his being and perfections,
his deity and perfonality, his offices as a fanc-
tifier and comforter, and the operations of his
grace on the fouls of men; but there are par-
ticular a&s of faith, truft, and confidence, to be
cxercifed on him: as he is God, he is to be
worfhipped, and this can’t be done aright with-
out faith ; he is particularly to be prayed unto,
and there is no praying to him, nor praying in.
him, without faith ; we are to truft in him for
his help and affiftance in prayer, and indeed in
the exercife of every Jeligious duty, and even of
every grace. I fear minifters of the word do
ot truft in him as they thould do in the dif-
charge of their work, nor private Chriftians in
the p.rformanoe of theirs: and befides all this,
there is an a&t of fpecial faith to be put forth.
upon him, as upon the other two perfons; for
as we are to truft in God the Father to keep us,
through his power to falvation, and to truft in
Chrift for the falvation of our fouls, and to
truft the falvation of them with him; fo we
are to truft in the Holy Spirit for carrying on,
and finifhing the work of grace on our fouls,
who 13 equal toit; we are to tjuft the whole
of it with him, and be confident of this very

D2 thing ;
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things as we may be, as of any one thing in
the world, that ke, the Spirit of God, which
hath begun a good work in s, will perform
until the day of Jefus Chrifi®.

2dly, The prophets of the Lord are to be
believed ; firft the Lord, and then his prophets
being fent by him, and coming from him,
‘bringing a meflage from him, and declaring his
will ; fo the children of Ifrael at the red fea be-
lieved the Lord and his fervant Mofes <.
* 1. By the prophets are meant the prophets of
the Old Teftament, who are to be believed,
fince they fpoke as they were moved by the
Holy Ghoft; the Spirit of the Lord [poke by
them, and Ais word was in their longued : he
di¢tated to them what they fhould fay; he led
them into all truths they delivered ; he indited
the fcriptures of truth, and therefore they ought
to be credited as fuch: nay, notonly all ferip-
ture is given by infpiration of God, even all
the writings of the prophets; but whatfoever
things were written afore-time, were written
Jor our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the fcriptures might have bope : the
whole of fcripture is profitable for doéirine, for
reproof, for correclion, and for infirution in

b Phil. i. 6. ¢ Exed. xiv. 31.

d 2 Pet, i. 21, 2 Sum. xxiii. 2. )
righteoufnefs ;
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righteoufnefse; which feveral advantageous
ufes fhould the more recommend the writings
of the prophets to our faith and love ; and efpe-
cially fince they contain many things in them
concerning Chriit, the more immediate objeét
of fpecial faith ; there are many things in the
Pfalms, and in the law, and in the prophets
concerning him; Mofes wrote of him, andall
the prophets bear witnefs to him. Their writ-
ings abundantly teftify of him, of his ‘perfon,
offices, and grace, of what he fhould be, and
what he thould do and fuffer; they teftified be-
fore-hand of the fufferings of Chrift, and the
glory that fhould follow ; and efpecially we, at
this time of day, have great reafon to believe
the prophets, fince the far greater part of what
they prophefied of, is exatly come to pafs.
The prophecies of Ifaiah, concerning the capti-
vity of the Jews, and their deliverance from it
by Cyrus, who is mentioned by name a hundred
and fifty years or more before he was born, have
been puntually fulfilled. Alfo Daniel’s pro-
phecies concerning Darius king of Perfia, and
Alexander the Great, under the names of the
ram and he-goat, and of the kings of Egypt and
Syria, and what ‘fthould be done in their times;
and not only thefe, but others of greater im-

e Rom, xv. 4. 2 Tim, iii. 16.
portance,
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portagce, concerning the Meffish, his birth of a
virgin , the place of his birth, his miracles,
fufferings, and death, his refurrc&ion from the
dead, afcenfion to heaven, and feflion at the
right hand of Gud, the cffution of the Spirit,
and the fpread and fuccefs of the gofpel in the
Gentile world, as well as the deftruction of the
Jewith nation, for their rejection of him; on
account of all thefe things, and more, the pro-
phets.of the Old Teftament claim our faith and
‘credit.

2. The prophets of the New Tecftament are
to be believed. The apoftles of our L ord are iy
him called prophets and wife men; fome of
which, he fays, the Jews would £/, and cru-
cify, and others fcourge®: they are {o called;
both becaufe they were extraordinary preachers
of the word, and fore-tellers of things to come,
and on both accounts were to be believed. "He
that received them, received Chrift, and he that
rejected them, rejeCted him, and his Father
that fent him.  John thedivine, was eminently
& prophet in both refpeds, as he was a faithful
difpenfer of the word, and bore record of it,
aud of the teftimony of Jefus, and as he fore-
told things to come, under a divine infpiration :
his Revelation is a prophecy of what fthould be

& Matt, xxiii. 34. .
n
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in the world®nd church, from his time, to thé
fecond coming of Chrift; great part of which
has been already fulfilled; and there is all the
reafon in the world to believe the reft will be
accomplithed. The fayings in it are the fay-
ings of God, ang they are faithful and true ; be-
lieve what he has*faid by this his prophet. The
ordinary and common preachers of the ward
are called prophets, and their preaching pro-
phefying e : and though we are mot to believes
every [pirit, and every man that pretends to be
a fpiritual man, and a prophet, Jut try the
JPirits whether they axe of God, by his word,
the ftandard of faith and pradtice ; becaufe many
JSalfe prophets are gone out into the world f:
yet fuch who bring the do&rines of Chrift with
them, fuch as are agreeable to the word of God,
which are taken out of it, and eftablifhed by it,
ought to be believed and received, not as the
word of man, but as in truth the word of God.
The whole of divine revelation is to be be-
lieved, which God has made by his prophets,
whether of the Old or of the New Teftament ;
and which is all comprehended in thefe words
our Lord began his miniftry with, Believe the
go/pel& : not to believe this, is the damning fin

e 1 Cor. Xiv. 3, 4, §s 29 320 37+ £1 John iv, 1e
& Mark i, 15,

of
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of unbelief, fo much {poken of. in the New
Teftament ; this was the fin of the Jews, and in
which the greater part died, that they believed
not that Jefus was the Meffiah, and other im-
portant truths concerning him, though they
came with fuch full evidence; this is the fin of
all to whom the external reveftion of the gof-
pel comes, and they believe it not; this is the
fin of the Deifts of the prefent age, of all deniers,
, rejecters, and defpifers of the gofpel 5 who ei-
ther negle&t to examine the evidence of it, or
notwithftanding the evidence of it, rejet and
contemn it ; what will the end of fuch perfons
be, that obey not the gofpel of Chriit, that do
not embrace, but neglect or defpife it ! They
will be punithed with everlafting deftruétion ;-
he that believeth not this revelation fhall be
damned. This is the condemnation, the caufe,
and aggravation of it, ‘that light is come into the
world, andmen lovedarknefsrather than lightt ;
the darknefs of nature, rather than a divine re-
velation. 'This fort of unbelief, and not want |
of fpecial faith in Chrift, 1s the caufe of mens
damnation. No man will be loft or damned,
‘becaufe he has not this faith; to fay that God
+ will damn any man, becaufe he has not this fpe-
cial faxth in Chrift, is to rcprefent him as the moft

% John iii. 19,
crucel
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eruel of all deings, as, the Atminlans f
make lnm to Be; to, damn 4 ma’u for that whie

is folely, in liis power to gives for no nan eam"

believe inn Chrift with this {ort of ‘faich, unlefs
Tt he given hlm of his Father : and which yet he
detenmmcs not to’ give unto’ hxm, “ag" unto: all
the non-elect ; gpd which man never hadin‘his
power to have or exercife, no, not in’ the fate
of innocence. Can any man believe thht’ ch

will evet dal’nn 2 man on fuch an account a8

this ? Thisi is Juﬂ: fuch good fenfe, as if it (houl&
be faid, that a malefator dies: at Tybufn, for
want of receiving the kmgs pardon, he did not
thipk fit to give him 5 Jtis true, if the, kmg had
gwen him has ardon, and he had recexved 1y,
it would have ff

it is not the want of thc king’s gardon, or of his
receiving it, -that is the caufe of his condémna-
tion and: death, but the cnmc he was cHarged
with, and, convicted” of in open court. S0,
thuugh if it pleafﬂs God_ to give men’ fpecwl
faith in. Chuﬂ;, for" tha rcmnﬂ"mn of "their fins,
xhey mjl &ggﬁm{g’ﬁé“‘faved 'but then it is not

the wau;t of lihis, faith in, the Blaod of Clirift, for. .
. of ﬁns,,#%mti the. cajife ot‘anﬁn&n’-“is‘ |

the p ]
condemaré,;iw, nd death,
of. thé ke, of: God, s
gorpet th¢y havc Imn gudey M‘ “As t& the res

,&bﬁt the trm{‘gwﬁvm

ved him from dying s bm; then .

"‘f'iangl the' c‘ouxempt; B His

Velau .
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welaﬁon wh;ch i$ made to mien, flichi 1s the faith
;hat is reqmred of them. . If there is no reve-
lal:mn madq unto them, no faith is reqmred of
them ; and unbelicf, or want of faith in Chrift,
wxll not. be their damning fin, as is the cafe of
' the Heathens; for how flall tlzey believe in him
of whom' they have not heard? and how fhall
they hear without a preacheri 2 o, they'li be
conﬂemncd ot for their want of faith in Chrift,
or his gofpel which they never heard of, but
for’ thcxr fins committed againft the law and
light of neture ; as many as have JSinned with-
eut law, feall perg/b wethout lawk ¢ if a reve-
lation is madc, this is either external or inter-
nal; if only an extcmal rcvelatxon 1s made, the
. faith reguued is an affent unto it, and a recepa
tmn of it and {uch who do not attend to the
evxdence it bnugs with it, 'or rc_]e& aud deﬁ:xfe
ity thall be, damned : but if, befides the exters
nal revelauon, an internal rcvelanon 1s made
by the. Symt of wifdom, in the knowledge of
'Chﬂﬁ'i or God by’ his word calls men effectu-
ally by his grace, and reveals his Son in them,
as WBHIS to them ; this fort of. me)atnon comes
' mth fiich y pawer and influenice upon the mind,
Bs.certainly to_produce  ‘trie’ ‘?‘:ia Imng faith
m whe foul, Wthh infallibly iffties in eternal

lkom.x 14 ,’ k Rom. ii. 12, . lf
e
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life and happinefs ; and of fuch peifous, 4nd of )
fuch onlv, aéts of fpecial faith in Chrift aré reé
quired : and though the fin of unbelief is often
found in them, it is fuch as is confiftent with
true faith in Chrift, and which in the iflue i3
overcome byit: this is the fin of unbelief, that
is oppofite to fpecial faith, and obftruéts it in
its ads ; but partly becaufe it is pardoned with
the other fins of believers, and partly becaufs
it is finally fubdued and vanqpithed, it is never
the damning fin of any, So I think the truth »
of things ftands. I proceed,

II1, To confider the-advantages arifing from
faith in God, andin his word, efablifbment and
profperity. Now, though eftablithment is an-
nexed to faith in the Lord our God, and pros
fperity to faith in his prophets; yet this is not
fo to be underftood, as if eftablithment only
followed upon faith in God, and not upon faith
in his word ; and as if profperity was the con-
{equence of faith in the word ouly, and not of
faith in God ; whereas, as on the one hand, the
prophets and minifters of the word are the
means of eftablifling believers; hence ' the
apoftle Panl was defirous of imparting the' fpi-
ritaal gifts he had received, to-the end the

Egs faints
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d gfﬁnwérto tﬁa&!zﬁ ‘then; “acéording to his
g iR 10, on tht other: muﬁ {‘pmtusﬂ ptace
WWt ﬂow ‘from’ faith’ in God,' who
Mﬁ'm ﬁnﬁ&.’ peace, ‘whofe mind s
_}fajai on. 'hxm, becauﬁ Zhe truffeth in himn;
Wﬁﬂéfbw thefe things “art 1q be confidered, not
ifia &n& feparate fenfe, byt promifcuoufly, as
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e A Eftablifiment ; which is to be under-
ftood, not.of the ftate of believers, but of their
hcam, frames, graces and duties. .
A Not ofthe ftate of the people of God,
‘whtch is in ufelf firm and. {table,” and cannot be
‘made more {o': they are fafe in the arms of
cveﬂaﬁmg love ; they are not only engraven by
fﬁ# Lord upon. the palms of his handsz and fet
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neither fin, nor Satan, por the world canapl
them, and out of which they fhall never falf.
What was {aid by the queen of Sheba, concern-
ing Solomon, with refpeét to Itrael; Becay

thy God loved Ifrael, to ¢Rablyh them for ever,
therefore made he thee king over themo, may be
faid of Chrift, with refpec to his people ; that
becaufe he loved the faints, and in order to efta-
blith them for ever and ever, he put them into
the hands of Chrift, where they are fafe from
all danger, aud from every enemy. They aré
tecured in the covenant of grace, which is fure
and immovable ; its bleflings are the fure mer-
cies of David; its ptOmifes are yeq and amen in
Cluift ; it is eftablifhed on better promifes than
any other covenant; and the perfons iu-it can
never be removed out of it.  They are fettled on
the rock of ages, on which the church is buift,
againft which the gates of hell can never prevail;
they are built on a fure foundation God has laid
in Zion; fo that, though ftorms and tempefts
of corruptions, temptations, and afflidtions,
fhould beat upon them, they ftand unsmoved
againft them all, being built upon a rock. Thaey
are in a flate of grace, in which they will ever
remain; they are in a flate of juftification, and
thall never enter into condemnation; they arq

"2 Chron. ix. 8. Ld

.

.

)



{ 38 ]

‘5: wre femily of God, by adopting gmee, oupef
which they will uever be turned ; for, {f a fim,
no were g ferugnt, but an heir of God through
Chrafp; thay are in a ffate of regencration,' and
AW nevgr be unbiors againy’ they have the prin-
ciple of grace, which fprings wp wnto, eternal
Bifers, thele things arc {o chained tegether, that
nat qne link can ever be brokén ; Whom ke did
predefisnate, them he alfo called, and whom he
caliog, them he alfo yufisfied, and whom he juf-
Vfied, them ke alfoglerifiedd. Now this efta-
biithment does not arife from fuith, nor is it by
it 3 if all the faith that ever was in the world,
from Adam to this moment, was engroffed and
poffefled by pue man, it would not make his
fime, God-waid, a, whit the furer and firmer
shap it is.  But,

3. The bearts of God’s peorle are very unfet-
vled; and need eftablithing ; they melt like wax,
pod flow like water through fear, apd want of
fixonger faith. They are wnfleble as water, as
i {aid OFReuben, and do not excel*; their frames
are changeable and various: one while theiy
wongtain fapyis firong, and they fay they fhall
waer be maved; prctently Glod bigos bis face,
‘t‘hyif fouds are fropbied* : at tbmep\il«! fay,

p Gil, iy: » a Rom. will, g0

r Ko 33k 4 n}’:lm.ﬁr.
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The Lord Iy pottion, thertforetilll
him, Thon comes into fuch diftrefsas #o pus Afs
morthin the duft, ‘if o be thete may be hope v';
he whofk love is as fromg as death, excetding
fervent and ardént, the voals thertef'giti 4 hoft
vehement flame, whith ‘maty warers cannot
quench™ ; through the prevaente of ebrruption,
the force of temiptation, dnd the fadhés of the
world, waxes chil and told. And he that
feemed to be ftedfaft. in the faith, Mls froth
fome degree of his ftedfaftnefs of it; and inftead
of quitting himfelf like a man, is like a child,
tofled to and fro with every wind of dd&rine,
wavers in his profeffion, flackens in his daty,
and is negligent of it. Now fith in God, and
his word, has a tendency to eftablith the heart,
and make it fearlefs ; He fball not be afraid of
evil tidings, evenbewhofe heays v fixed, trufi
ing in the Lord ; his heart is efublifbed, hefoall
not be afrdidx : as is a man's fuith, o are his
other graces : if faith is in lively exercift, hope
will be lively tab, and be as an anchor fure and
Redfaft ; his dote witt dbound, for faith works
it heht ‘eftabliflred in the truths of
thé gafPer e ’ utid has an experiencs of;
he'll Breore fable and etnrftant in #hé difcharge

w Lam, Hi.24. % ¢ w Cantyviii, Gpg & P cxiiy 7*.
-
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of dugy s he'll be Aedfuft and immoveable, «
ways abounding in the work of the Lovd?.
2dly, Profperity arifes from faith in God and
his word; not temporal, but fpiritual profperity 3
not profperity of bedy, but profperity of foul
fuch as Gaius had, whom the apoftle fobn thus
fnjutes, Beloved, 1 wyb above all thiugs, that
thow mayell profper and be in health, even as
thy fael profpereth® ; on which foul-profperity
faiths Jras a very gieat influence. The foul isin
sgood health, and in a profperous condition, when
there is an appetite for the word ; when it hun-
¢s and thirfts after righteoutnefs ; when it des
fires the fincere milk of the word ; when it tinds
it, and eats it by faith ; when the word is mixed
with faith upon hearing, and it is taken in and
digefted by it; as alfo when a foul has a com-
fortable view, by faith, of the forgivenefs of its
fivs, through the bleod of Chrift : fins are difeates,
padion is the healing of them ; and then is a be-
liever in a profperous condition, when (ke Sun
of righteoufuefs rifes on him with this Aealing
in his'wingse; and when he, the inkabitant of
Zion, fbell not fay, Iam fick, the reafon of
whith is, bécaufe the people that dwell therein,
all be forgiven their iniquity®: fo likewife
Y1 Oor..xv. 58 z 3 Johnze
a Mal, iv, 2. b Ifa, xxxifis 240
when
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whet 4 man has much fpiritual peace and joy,
through believing in the righteoufnefs of Chrit,
for his juftification ; in his blood for the remif-
fuon of his fins ; and in his facrifice for the atone«
ment of them ; and fpiritual joy is fuch a certain
concomitant, or confequence of faith, that itis
called ihe jov of faithc; and whoever is pofe
fefled of it, muft in a fpiritual fenfe bein prof«
perous circumftances, Such a one is fat and
flourithing, and all he does profpers: and as
profperity in the text carries in it an idea of vicee
tory over enernies, this may be afcribed to faith ;
it is by faith the believer refifts Satan and bis
temptations : by holding up the thield of faith,
he quenches his fiery darts, and obtains a con«
queft over himj as he does alfo over the world, the
men, things and lufts of it : Thss 7s the viflory
that overcomes the world, even our fatth; who
ts ke that overcometh the world, but he that
belseveth that Fefus ts the Son of Godd# what
heraic atians, what wonderful things have been
done by faith ! men through faith bave fubdued
kingdoms, wrought righteoufuefs, obtained pros
mifes, Aopped the mouths of kons, &ce. and

¢ Phil. i. 25. d 1 Jobhn v, 5, 8,
e Fleb, xi, 36

»

F fuch
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fuch iputt be mlprquerwa and ﬁ’ourzﬂ\mg cire
tumftances.

From the whols wedeam, what an cgwuen;
and precious grace the grace of faith isy whay
wie it is of, what purpofes it ferves, and what
influence it has upon the ftability apd pro{perity
of the believer ; itis pity it Thonld be put outof
its place; for when it keeps its place, it is very
ufcful and ferviceable; but if it is put in she
room of Chrift, it is good for nothing. 'Care-

oful we thould be, not to afcribe that to the a&,
whith belongs to the obje&. It may be known,
whether a perfon has this grace or no; for where
it is, Chrift is precious, fo them that believe he
is precious{; it works and fthews itfelf by love
to him, his word and ordinances, bis people,
and his ways ; and it is attended with good works,
the fiuits of righteouinefs; for faith without
works s dead®: snd if perfons are fatisfied that
they have this grace, they fhould be thankful
for it, and attribmte it, not to the power of their
own free will, but to the free grace of God,
weiofegift it is ; for it comes aleng with the abun-
dant and fuperabundant grace of God i con-
verfion. And fuch who have it thould pray for

£ 1 Pet.fy 3. g James i, 26.
an
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an ipcreafe of it; fince their flability and pro-
fperity bave fuch a connexion with ity aud
fhould guard againft unbelief; and ypon every
appearance of it, pray as the poor man did,
Lord, Ibelieve, help thou my unbelief .

To conclude, fince fuch are the advantages
of believing in God and his word, tade heed,
prethren, left there be in any of you an evil

heart of unbelief, in departing from the liv-
ing God i

b Mark xi. 24. i Heb, iii. 12,
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—

PsaLm lxxxvil. 3.

Glorious things are [poken of thee, O city of
God, Selak.

OME think this' Pfalm 'was written by Da-
vid, under a prophetic view of the tem-

ple to be built by his fon Solomon; others,
that it was compofed by one that returned
from the Babylonith captivity, for the cofn=
fort of thofe that wept at the laying of
the foundation of the fecond temple: but
let it be wrote by ‘whom it will, or on
whatfoever occaﬁon, it is pretty evident that
‘the fubjc&-matter of it is the church of God in
gofpel-times, efpecially in the latter day glory;
when there will be abundance of converts in the
places herein mentioned. The title of the Sy-
A 2 siak,
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riac verfion 1 15, ¢ Concerning the redemption of
Jcru{alem. It begins in a very abrupt mauuer,
.as the Song of Songs does, witha relative with-
out an antecedent ; His foundation vsin the holy
mountains : the foundation of the Lord which
he has laid, who loveth the gates of Zion, and.
whofe city is here fpoken of, which is founded
by him; or #t5s foundation, the foundation of
the city of God, the church, which comes to

_the fame fenfe; for the church’s foundation 1s
,the Lord’s, being of his laying? In allufion
1o the foundations of Zion and Moriah, on
‘which the temple flood, a type of the church;
or to the mountains round about Jerufalem,
which alfo frequently figuifics the church ; this
foundation is faid to bc iy the holy mountazm,"
or mountains of lolingfs ; the purpofestangd de®
crccs of God, thofe mountains of brafs, Zech,
vi. 1. p1rt1u11.1rly the decree of glection, thc
Joundalion of God that flands furc, andis the
fource of all truc holinefs ; likewiie the cove-
ngut of grace, its bleffings and promifes, fure

“a The Jewifh writers connet thefe words with the titlc of the
Pfalm, and make the fenfe to be this ; The foundation or aigu-
Tytent of #, the Plalm, is concerning the boly mountains of Zion and

';7¢rnlalm So Aben Ezru, Jarchi, Kimchi, and Ben Melech;
»"¢hé Targum joins them together thus ; ¢ By the fons of Komh
al 1( faid 3 foug that is founded by the mouth of the fathers that

ﬂ @gm of old,”

.and
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and immovable, and which provides both for
internal and external holinefs ; and efpecially
Jefus Chrift, the Rock of Ages, the fure foun -
dation laid in Zion, the Holy One of Ifrael,
and the fan&ification of his people. '
It follows : The Lord loveth the gates of Zion
more than all the dwellings of Facob ; he loves
the church, which often goes by the name of
Zion ; and therefore he has chofen and founded
it, and took up his reft and refidence in it ; and
he loves her gates, or public ordinances, and
them that attend them, the work done by them,
their prayers and praifes, and exercife of graces,
and every a& of religious worthip : and though
he loves the dwellings of Facob, the private ha-
bitations of his people, having fixed the bounds
of them from eternity, and delighted in thefe
habitable parts before they dwelt in them ; he
loves the perfons that dwell there, and what is
done in them, their clofet and family-devotion 5
yet he prefers publxc worthip and ordinances to
them, where he is more openly worfhipped,
and by more: and which makes more for his
manifeftative glory : hence follow the words firft
read, Glorious things are fpoken of thes; @ o
¢ity of God; which is not to be underftood li-
terally - of the city of Jerufalem, though great
angd honourable things might be {fpoken of that ;
as
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as that it wasa magnificent city, compaét toge-
thery full of ftately buildings, the metropolis of
Judea, and the feat of the kings of Judah, and
above all, the aty of the great God ; where his
temple ftood, in which were many glorious
things; where God was worfhipped, and he
granted his prefence : and many glorious things
have been faid of it, and which have been ful-
filled ; as that the Mefliah thould come into his
temple, and give it a greater glory than the fe-
cond temple had, which he accordingly has
done ; here he preached his glorious do&rines,
and wrought his glorious miracles ; ncar this
place he fuffered, dicd, was buried, rofe again,
and afcended to heaven; and here he poured
forth his holy Spirit, irf an extraordinary man-
ner; and from hence went forth the word of
the Lord, and do&rine of the gofpel throughout
all the earth ; but rather this is to be underftood
ﬁgumtivcly of the church of God, which is of-
ten in Sciipture compared to a city, and is a city
of God’s building, and where he dwells; the
name of it is, ¥ e/zow/z, Shammah, the Lord
25 thereb; of which glorious things -may be
faid ; asthat it is the ciry of the King of kings,
dts foundation is Chrift, -its walls and bulwarks

» b Ezek, xlviii. 35
are
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are falvation, its gates praife; here glorious ot«
dinances are adminiftered, and glorious truths
are preached ; and fo the words may be ren-
dered, as they are in the Syriac verfion, Glo-
rious things are fpoken in thee, O city of God.
There are many glorious things which have been
fpoken of the church, which have been fulfilled
already, in the firft times of the gofpel; when
there was an increafe of it in Judea, and in the
Gentile world; when the gofpel was fpread,
when the apoftles triumphed in Chrift, and dlf-
fufed the favour of his knowledge in cvery'
place ; when Chrift went forth in their miniftry,
conquering and to conquer; when pagani{m
was demolithed, and Chriftianity eftablithed
throughout the Roman empire : and fo likewife
many glorious things {poken of the church were
accomplithed at the time of the Reformation
from Popery ; when gofpel-light broke forth
and fpread itfelf throughout feveral nations of
Europe ; but my intention is to give an account
of the glorious things fpoken of 1t, which yet
remain to be fulfilled.

In my two laft anniverfary fermons at this time
of the year, I have touched upon future things.
In the former ¢, I took notice of the feveral re-

d Intitled, The Watchman’s Anfwer to the Quecftioh, What

of the Night? on Ifa, xxi. 11, 12,
' volutions
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volutions of nights and mornings, from ear’fﬂ
times, to the end of the world, and thewed you
the dark fide of the cloud, and what a difmal
night we are now entcring into.  In the latter ¢
1 pointed at thofe things which Ifrael, or the
people of God, ought to do in the profpeét of
fuch times ;: and now 1 fhall hold out unto yoii
the bright fide of the cloud, and give you, in
one view, an account of the gleu ious things fpo-
ken of the charch of God in the latter day ;
and which will be accomplithed both in the_/pi-
ritual reign, and inthe perfonal reign of Chrift;
which two are very diftin€t things, and lie at
fome diftance from each other, and ought to be
carefully diftinguifhed, and not confounded :
by help of which diftin¢tion, we may better
underftand many prephecies of the Old Tefta«
ment which are to be ranged under thefe difs
ferent heads, and to be referred to thefe diftinét
periods of time; which are too often huddled
and jumbled together by thofe that {peak and
write of thefe thmgs And,

I. I thall begin with the jpiritual reign of
Chrift; by which I mean a future period of
time eminent for fpirituality; for otherwife
Chrift now reigns, not only in heaven, at his.

. @ Called, The Pra&xcal Improvement of the Witchman’s
Anfwer, o 1 Chron. xii, 32
Father'’s -
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Father's rlght hand, where lie muft reign until
all’ eneinies are put under his feet, but alfo in
the‘heub of his people, by his Spirit and’ grace, ’
mto which he enters, as the King: of glory,
Auﬁn"r the everlafting doors to open to him ;;
u‘herb he imiplants his grace, as a governing prin<
clple, fets up his throne, and dwells there by
faith, and ereés 4 kmgdom, which lies in righ«
teoutitefs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft;
and here he reigns ina fpmtual manner, and fo
he has done in all : ages, and now does: but this
period of time I fpeak of, will be remarkable for
his -{piritual prefence among his people ; when
he will come down, in the communications of
his grace, like rain upon the mowen grafs, as
Jhowers that water the earth f ; when there will
be alarge and plentiful effufion of his Spirit
when' his people in general will be more fpiri-
tual in the temper of their fouls, and in the:
frames of their minds; more fpiritual and fas-
voury in their difcourfes, and in the whole of
their behaviour and converfation, and will emi=
nently worthip God in fpirit and in truth: not
" that they will arrive to a perfetion of fpiritu~
ality ; though there will be a great deal of light
and glory break out, yet there will be a mix=

£ Plul. Ixxii, 6. .
B ture
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ture of. darknefs, obfcurxty, and 1mperfc&|on s
in which this ftate will differ from the perfo-
nal reign of Chrift, in the new Jerufalem; of
which it is faid 3, The zates of it fhall not be fout
@t all by day, for there fhall be no night there;
which of this ftate is thus differently expreflidb,
Thy gates fhall be open continually, they foall
not be jfbut day nor night : It will be only in
the perfonal reign, that the church’s fun fball
no more go down, neither f.all her moon with-
«draw tifelf ; when the Lord fhall be her ever-
lafiing light, and the days of her mourning
Jhall be endedi. In this fpiritual reign, there
will be the miniftry of the word, for the con-
verfion of finners, and the adminiftration of or-
dinances, for the comfort and edification of
faints; all which fuppofe an imperfet ftate :
whereas in the perfonal reign there will be none
of thefe things, nor any need of them, or ufe
for them ; the new Jerufalem church-ftate will
hive no need of the fun, neither of the moon
to fbine in it; no necd of the gofpel, amd gof-
pel-ordinances, to be adminiftered, as now, for
ht and comfort of the faints ; for theglory
of God will lighten it, and the Lamb will be

g Rev. :fxi. 8¢ b Ifa. Ix. 51,
i Ifa. Ix. z0.

the
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the light theregf*. 1n the fplrltual reign, the
temple of God will be opened in’ heaven,, and’
the ark of the teflimony will be feen iR it |5 pubs
lic wor!llxp wxll be fet up and reﬁorcd to its
new Jerufalem church-{hte, no temple will
be feen there ; forthe Lord God Almigh'y, and
the Lamb, are the temple of irm, The fpmtual
reign of Chrift will be on this earth asit nowis 3
and the fame natural and civil a&ions of life will
be performed as now, as catmg and dnnkmg,
marrying and giviug in 'narriage, procreation of®
children, carrying on trade and commerce, and
atteation to the feveral callings and duties of
civil life; neither of Which will have a place in
the perfonal reign: it is the prefeut earth that
will be filled wi:h the knowledye of the Lord 5
the kingdoms of zAis world, that will become
Chrift’s, when his dominion thell be from fea
2o fea, and from the river to the ends of the
earth®, as now fituated : whercas the feat of the
perfonal reign will be the new heaven, and new
earth, in which no fea will be feen o3 for at
the perfonal appearance of Chrit, the earth and
the heaven, that now are, will flec away. This
fpiritual reign of Chrift will take place upon the

k Rev. xxi. 23. ! Rev. xi. 19. m Rev. xxi. 22.
B Iﬁb xi' 99 Re'o xi- “o Pfﬁl- lxxii. 80. o Rev- xxi. 1.

B2 rifing
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tifing and afcending of the witneffis into ’l;eiwen,
whiclh denetes a more pure, fpiritudl, ?iildhea;
venly ftate of the church; it will be irtroduced
upon the blowing of the feyenth trumpet, when
the kingdoms of this world thall be fubjefted to
Chrift, through the power ‘of his Spirit and grace
accompanying his word; when the four and
twenty elders, the reprefentatives of gofpel-
churches, fhall give him thanks, becaufe he has
taken to himfelf his great power, and has reign-
.ed?: thi ftate is no other than the Philadel-
phian church-ftate ; all that is faid of that church
perfectly agrees with this, and which will fol-
low upop the Sardian church-ftate, in which
we now are ; fo that we may hope it is at hand ;
and wheieas the Lacdicean church-ftate is be-
tween this and the perfonal reign of Chrift, it
appears that they are two diftiné things, very
different, and at fome diftapce frem each other.
But to proceed, and take notice of the glorious
things which fhall be during this interval, or

period of time.© And,
1ff, The deftruction of antichrift is the grand
leading event to the glorics of this ftate. This
is limted at in the epiftle to the church at Phi-
ladelphia, the emblem of the fpiritual reign ; it
“will be the laft ftruggle of the heaft that will

P Rey. xi, 13, 16, 17,

caufe
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gaufe hat hour of temptation, which fhall cove
wpon alf the world, 1o try the inhabitants of its:
when the feventh trumpet will be founded,
which will bring on the fpiritual kingdom of
Chrift throughout the world, he will deffray
them which deftroy the earth; meaning the Pa-
pifts, who have deftroyed the inhabitants of the
carth with their falfe do&rine, fuperftitious
‘worthip, and with thofe bloody wars, murders,
“and maflacres, they have been at the bottom of.
And till this is done, the fpiritual reign cannot
take place, efpecially in its full compafs, and in
all its branches ; for fo long as antichrift reigns,
the church will be more or lefs in an afflited
ftate: the dates of the cliurch’s troubles, and of
the reign of antichrift are alike, and will expire
together : the power given to the beaft, is to
continue forty and two months; and fo long
the holy city, or churgh, is to be trodden under
foot ; and fo long the witnefles will, prophecy in_
fackcloth, even one thoufand two hundred and
threefcore days, which are equal to forty-two
months ; Wwherefore there can be no truly good
and'happy days, till thefe dates are ended.

The deftruction ofMantichrift will be by #4e -
Spirit of Chrift’s mouth, and the brightnefs of
‘his coming s 5 *that s, by his comipg in a fpirituil

>

g Rev. iii, 10, “r Reve xi, 184 8 2 Theff. ii. 8. ?“i
e‘ way i Sn
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way ;. or through the word of his mouth, his
gofpelattended by his Spirit and power 3 which
will thine out with fo much luftre, fplendor,
light, and glory, as will chafe away the dark-
nefs of Popery, and enlighten the minds of peo-
ple, to fec into all th: fopperies, abfurdities, )
and wickednefs of that religion, and caufe them
to caft it oif : yea, even to open the eyes of the
kings and princes of the earth, to behold and
Joath the abominations of the whore of Rome,
they have commited fornicat'on with; and fill

" them with wrath and indignation againit her, as
to hate her, make her bare and defolate, and
burn her with firet, )

This work will be greatly effc@ted by the
pouring out-the feven vials of God's wrath, or
the infliting; the feven laft plagues upon the an-
tichriftian ftates, upon the weftern and eaftern
antichrift, the Pope and ‘Turk; who muft be
both removed, to make way for the fpiritual
reign of Chrift. Thefe feven vials will be
_poured out, or thofe plagues inflicted by Angels;
by whom we are to underftand proteftant kings,
and, *ces, and generals of aljmies; and thefe
will begiven them by ome of the firft of the Sfour

 beafls, or living creatures, the emblems of gof-
pel-minifters ;- who having fome potice of the
" tRew §vii, 16e

time
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time of antichrift’s deftru&ion being at hand,
will ftir tp and animate the chriftian princes and
potentates, to take this work in hand; and who'
are therefore faid to go forth from the temple,
the church, the place of divine and fpiritual wor-
thip, and where they themfelves are wotthipers 3
and from thence they have orders to go forth and
do their work u.

The firft five of thefe vials concern the weft-
ern antichrift, and his dominions; between
which, and the trumpets, there is a great cor-
refpondence, though they refpe& different times
and perfons. The fir/? vial will be poured out
upon the earth, and defigns thofe Popith coun-
tries which are upon the continent, as France
and Germany, efpecially the latter ; and as the
firft trumpet brought the Goths into Germany,
fo the firft vial will bnng great diftrefs upori the
Popt(h party in the empire, and iffue in a refor<
mation from Popery. The fecond vial will be
poured out upon the fea, and may intend the
maratime powers belonging to the fee of Rome,
particularly Spain and Portugal ; and as the fe.
cond trumpet brought the Vandals into thefe
places, fo this vial will affe@ the fame, and
bring wars and defolations into them, and make
a change in their religion, The ¢kérd yial will

u Rev. xv. . 6, 7. and xvi, (o7 .

& be



be poured out upon the.rivers, and Jfountagis .
of; .y)ga;tqr, ‘which may ppint to thofe plages adja-,
Gent to ‘Rl(.)‘me, ﬂb Italy and Savoy ; and as tl;é:'
{hird;;t$§m3e;t brought the Huns into thofe parts;
fo this, vial vs"{nll bring in large armies hither,
whigh will caufe ‘much biopd fhed, and a great
revolytion in church and ftate. The fourth
vial will be poured cut upon the fun, which
muft denote fome perfon, or pertons of great
q!jglgifx g.ud_ fluence ; and as the fourth trumpe€
brought qc:lft:ru&.ipll ypon the emperor of Rome,
" the fun of the empure, and upon governors un+
der him,, fignificd by thie modn and ftars; this
vial will bring on the ruin of the Pope of Rome;
the fun of the,auticl'ifif"cim empire,'w'ith all
hi's‘\ gardingls, Bi{hops, priefts, &¢. 'The fifth
via) will be poured out upon the Seat of the beafl,
which is Rome, the feat that the dragon, the
devil, gave to the beaft, and will produce great
darknefs in his kingdom though as yet it will
npt. be utterly d;ﬁroyed, which is referved to
the fgvg})th;vigl_; Now thefe feveral vials, as
g:hc)fj;igin:bg fo many plagues on the weftern an-
tichtift, and make fo many breaches and ruins
uyon his gtqi‘c.f? and dominions, {o they will be
fo mmy\'grladpaillﬁgps to the advancement of
the glory and kingdom of Chrift, and iffde in the

reformation of thefe places from Popery. "The
o Sixth

"
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Fxth vial will be poured out on the river Eu~
phrates, which defigns the Turkith empird, in’
the midft of which that river is 3 and as the fixth'«
trumpet let loofe the four angels, or heads of the
Ottoman family into Burope, fo this vial af-
fc&ts the fame empire, and brings deftrution
on it, fignified by the drying up the waters of
that river, as Babylon’s deftruction is exprefled
by the drying up of her fea, Jer. li. 36. which
will make way for the kings, or kingdoms of
the eaft, the kingdoms of Perfia and Tartary,
and others, to receive and embrace the Chriftian
religion : this is the fecond, or Turkith woe,
which fhall pafs away ;, when the kingdoms of
this world will become Chrift’s, and his domi-
nion will be from fea to fea, from the Mediter-
ranean {ca to the Perfian fea; and from the river
Euphrates to the ends of the earth. The]é-
venth vial will be poured out upon the air, the
whole kingdom of Satan, in all the branches of
it, who is the prifice of the power of the air ;
and this vial will clear the wholc worldief all
the remains of Chrift’s enemies, Pagan, Papal,
or - Mahometan, which the other vials left, or
did not reach v 3 and now will Chrift’s kingu

w See more of thefe vials in my Expoﬁtxon of the 15th and

16th ¢hapters of the Revelation ;*and Bedford’s Notes on Kid-
der’s Demonitratien of the Mefliah, part 3. p. 41, 42.

ch dom
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dom be in its full glory: Now the Heathens,
Papiﬁs, Pagans, and Mahometans, will perith
out of his land, and thefe forts of finners will be
confumed out of the earth, and fuch wicked ones
will be no more=x,

It may be obferved, that there is a great hke-
nefs between thefe vials and the plagues of
Egypt ; the noifome fore on men under the firft
vial agrees with the plague of boils and blains
on man and beaft; the fea, rivers, and foun-
tains of waters, being turned into blood, under
the fecond and third vials, are the fame- with
the plague which in like manner affeted the
waters of Egypt ; the beaft’s kingdom being full
of darknefs, under the fourth vial, much refem-
bles the grofs and thick darknefs the Egyptians
were in for fome days; and under the fifth vial
there is a manifeft reference to the frogs that
plagued Pharaoh and his court; and the great
hail-ftorm under the .feventh vial bears fome
refemblance to the plague of hail. And this
- obfervation may confirm the application of thefe
vials or plagues to the great city, which is fpi-
ritually called Egypt and Sodom : and it may
“be alfo obferved, that as the plagues of Egypt

. wete very qulck one upon another, fo it may

e thought that thofe vials, when once they be-

. % Pfal. x, 13, and civ, 36, B
gin
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gin pouring, will foon be poured out; God will
make a fhort work in righteoufnefs upon the
enemies of his church: as yer, I take it, non’;
of them are poured out ; though fome great and
learned men have fo thought ; as yct there have
been no fuch devaftations on the continent, asin
France and Germany, as to produce the above
effc&s ; nor in the countries of Spain and Por-
tugal ; nor in Italy and Savoy, and the like
places near Rome ; nor in the feat of the beaft,
Rome itfelf ; nor on the Pope and his cardinals ;
the river Euphrates is not dried up; the Otto-
man empire is yet in being ; the Turkifh woe
is not pafled away ; and much lefs the world
cleared of all the ememies of Chrift and his
church ; no, before this work is done, the outer
court muft be owen to the Gentiles, and the wit-
nefles muft be flain, Had they begun to be
poured out at the time of the Reformation, as
fome have thought, in all likelihood they would
have been finithed before now ; ; and antichnift
would have been deftroyed, and better times
than we are now in, would have fucceeded:
but, however, this we may be affured of, that
as the plagues in Egypt iflued in the deftruion
of Pharaoh, and in the deliverance of the Iftael-
ites, fo thefe vials will end in the ruin of anti
chrift, and in the falvation of.the church o

G2 Chrift
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. Chrift, As foon as thefe things will take place,
" nay,«as foon as you hear of thofe feven' plagues,
$mmediately ‘you hear of perfons on a fea of
‘glafs, triumphing over antichrift, havmg ‘the
harps of God, and finging the inug of Mofes
and tf\g Lamby; and no iooner is it faid, 'that
Balprlow‘ 25 fallen, but voices are heard in hea-
ven, afcribing falvation, glory, honour, and
power to God, for his judgments on the great
whore; declaring that the Lord God omnipo-
tent reigneth ; that the marriage of the Lamb is
come, and his bride made ready ; and proclaim-
‘ing them happy that are calléd to the marriage-
fupper of the Lambz; all which refpect the
fpiritual reign of Chrift, now introduced by the
ruin of antichrift, -

2dly, There will follow upon this a general
fpread of the gofpel; for which way will be
made into’the {everal nations of the world, by
the pouring out of the vials. The go(pel had
~a very great fpread in the firft times of it. The
apoﬁles having a commiffion to go into all the
world, and preach the gofpel to every creature,
accordingly carried it not only into the feveral
parts of Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, but into
ne:ghbourmg countries and iflands, Phenicia,
”typrus, and Antioch, and even into all the

‘”'.:'., yRev. av. 1y 2, 3¢ z Rev, xix 1, 2.6, 7. 9

S ‘ Gentile
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Gentile nations ; the apoftle Paul himfelf went
~ from Jerufalem, round about to Illyncum,
: preachmrr the gofpel of Chrift, which, he fays, -

was come into all the world, and preached to

every creature under heaven; and by one or.
other of the apoftles it was carried into all the
then known parts of the habitable world s, as it
feems it was to be before "the deftrution of Je-
rufalem; for our Lord faysb, The go/ﬁel of
the kingdom fball be preached in all the world,
Jor a witnefs unto all nations, and then fhall the
end come ; the end of the world to the Jews,
the end of their civil and church-ftate, when
their temple thould be deftroyed, and not one
ftone left upon another, And ever fince it has
been preached in one place or another; ‘and
fometimes has had a greater {pread, and-fome-
times a lefler; but now it is brought into a very
natrow compafs, and lies in very few hands;
‘there are but few perfons that preach it in the
purity of it; the times are now, or near at
hand, which-Dr. Owen feems to have had in
view, of whom it is reported he fhould fay, that
the time is coming when a faithful minifter
would be more grecious than fine gold, even

than the golden wedge of Ophur ; meaning they .

would be fcarce and rare, refernng to the paf-

a Vid, Fabricii Lux Evangelii, p. 83,  -b Matt. xxiv. 14.

. fagg
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ﬁgc in Ifa. xiii. 12. And few there are that re.
ceive the gofpel in the power of it, cordially
embrace it, and fincerely, profefs it, and walk
according to it ; it looks like the time our Lord
{peaks of when he fhould come, and would not
be able to find faith, the do&rine of faith, o
the earthe. But though the gofpel is now
within fuch narrow limits, ere long it will have
a free courfe, and run ‘and be glorified. The
carth, the inhabitants of it, will be filled with a
{piritual and faving knowledge of God and Chrift,
«communicated by it, and of the truth of it ; and
that mot in a fuperficial way and manner, but
even as the waters cover the fead, which are
very deep, and large, and {preading, and which
knowledge will be communicated to a large num-
ber of perfons. This will be, when the angel,
not any particular minifter, as Luther, or any
ether, but a fet of gofpel minifters in the latter
day, fo called from their office, fball flee in the
midf} of heaven ; difcharge their office with
great readinefs and {wiftnefs, and in the moft
public manner in the church of God; Aaving
the everlafling gofpel, not a little dry morality,
but_the gofpel of the grace of God, the good
ncws of lift apd falvation by Jefus Chrift; whxcb
‘eonﬁﬁs of everlaﬁmg things, of everlafting lo*Vc,

¢ Luke xtiii. 8. d Ifa. xi. g,
an



[ 23]

an everlafting covenant, an everlafting Sayiour,
and everlafting falvation; and which was or-
dained before the world, as well as will contie
nue to-the end of it ; having this not in their
heads only, but in their hearts, and in their
mouths, and a commiffion to preach it to them
that dwell on the earth, and to every nation,
and kindred, and tongue, and peoplee. ‘Thefe
will be very diligent and induftrious, fpare no
pains, be indefatigable in their work ; they will
be many, and will run to and fro; and by this»
means £nowledge will be increafedf: this will
be the time, even in the Philadel hian ftate,
when there will be aXi gpen door fet, which no
man can fhutg; an opportunity of preaching
the gofpel every where, and which will_be ta-
ken and ufed; when a wonderful door of utter-
ance will be given to minifters of the word,
who will open their mouths freely and boldly,
and with great fuccefs. The do&rines of the
gofpel are the living waters, fo called, for their
refrefhing and quickening nature, both to dead
finners and drooping faiats, that at this time
Jhall go out of Serufalem, the church of Gods
haif of them towards the former fea, ot the eaft- .

»

+” em feah, as the Targum; the Pcrﬁan fea,

© e Rev. xiv. 6, £ D:m. Xii. 40 |
- & Rewiii. 8. h Jmamdnchs. i)
which



[ 24 ]

whith lay eaft of Jerufalem, and fo befdre it
dnd Ralf of them towards the hinder fea, of the
weftern fea i, as the fame paraphtafe ; the Medis
terranean fea, which lies to the weft of Jerufas
lem, and {o behind it 3 and both denoting the
fpread of the gofpel in the latter day, eaft and
weft, for the.converfion of the eaftern nations in
China, Tartary, Perfia, &c. and for the convers
fion of the weftern nations in Europe ; ¢n_fum-
mer and in winter fball it bek. ‘Thefe was
ters will be ever flowing, thefe do&rines will be
comftantly preaching ; nor will the miniftry of
the word behindred by any heat of perfecution,
or by any coldnefs or indifference to it.

. 3dly, There will be very large converfions
cvcry where, in the feveral parts of the world :
in all Poprh countries, and antichriftian ftates :
even the ten kings, that have given their king-
doms to the beaft, have been aflociates of antis’
chrift, and reigned with him, thall withdraw
from him; they and their fubjects thall revolt
from him, and be converted, and embrace the
pure gofpel as it will be the chriftian princes
and poteritates that will pour out the feven vialy

.on antichrift, they will carry the gofpel with:.
 them wherever thiey go; or, however, the mié
. nifters of it will follow clofely at their heéfé“

3 e marbab. - "k Zechixiv 8
. way
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way being made by the former for them, whofe
miniftry will meet with great fuccefs wevery
Wwhere ; and thofe that efcape the judgments of
God in thefc nations, will not only be aff>ighted
at them, but will be truly converted by the gof-
pel, and geve glory to the God of heaven). In
the Mahometan nations, the Turkith woe be-
ing paft, and that empire being deftroyed, and
way made for the gofpel to be carried into the.
caftern kingdoms, great and large converfions
will be made by it; there is a moft glaring pro-
phecy of this in Ifa. Ix. 7. which whole chapter ’
concerns the fpiritual and perfonal reign of
Chrift ; All the flocks of Kedar fball be gathered
together unto thee, the rams of Nebazoth fball
gninifler unto thee; they fhall come up with ac-
ceptance on mine altar, and I will glorify the
houfe of my glory. Now Kedar and Nebaioth
were the fons of Jthmael, Gen. xxv. 13. who
fettled in Arabia, the country now poflefled by
the Turks ™ ; fo that this is a prophecy of the
converfion of multitudes in thofe parts, where-
by the intereft of Chrift will be increafed, and
his church glotified. Moreover, in all Pagan

1 Rev. xi. 13. m The Targam paraphrafes thefe
words, ¢ All the fheep of the Arabians thail be gathered unto
* thee, &c.” as it does the begianing of the preceding verfe,
ot The multitude of the Arabians thall covir thee roundabou,”

D Countrics,.
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countries, the gofpel will make its way, and be
fucccfsful; the covering and veil of blindrefs
and ignorance, caft and {pread over all people
and nations”, will be removed by it ; not only
the darknefs of Popery and Maliometanifim, but.
the grofs darknefs of Paganifin fhall flec away
at the light and brightnefs of Zion’s rifing ; the
Gentilces fhall comcto it ; the fulnefs and forces
of them fhall be brought into the church, be-
ing converted by the word: and not only vaft
multitudes of the common people, but great per-
fonages alfo; kings fhall be enlightened by it 3
thefe thall come to Chrift, fall down before him,
and worthip him; thefe fhall come into his
church, and become members of it ; kings fhall
be murfing falhers, and queens nurfing mo-
thers to lis people 3 they fhall bring their riches,
honour, and glory into his houfe, and his faints
thall fuck the breafls of kingse, be enriched,
hououred, and protected by them. This will
be the time when the kingdom and dominion,
and the greatnefs of the kingdom under the whole
heaven, fhall be giten to the people of the fuints
.of the Mojt Hagh?; not that there will be any
change or alteration in the form or order of ci-
vil government, which will be the fame as
n Ifa. xxv, 5. ' o Ifu, Ix. 1. 2, 3. §. 11. 16. and

xliz, 23, Pl Ixxil 10, 11, P Dan. vii, 27.
now ;
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now ; there will be kings and queens then,
as at this time, as thefe prophecies the; it
will not be until the pérfonal reign of Chrift
takes place, that all rule, authority, and power,
will be put downa: civil magiftracy in the {pi-
ritual reign will continue as it is ; enly it will
change hands, it will be entirely in the hands of
Chriftian kings and princes all the world over;
and no doubt but it will be better exercifed, be
more orderly and regular ; and that truth and
righteoufnefs will prevail every where, But I
muft not forget the converfion of that confider-»
ablc body of peopls the Jews, who have been
preferved a diftin& people for feveral hundreds
of years for this purpofe ; the converfion of
thefe people will be fudden, and of them alto-
gether; a nation fhall be born at omcer. It
looks as if their converfion would be like that
of the apoftle Paul; and he fcems to hint that
it will, wher he fays that he, in obtaining
mercy, was a pattern to them which fhould
hereafter believe s ; meaning, perhaps, his own
country menthat fhould believe in Chrift in the
latter day, whofe converfion would be fimilar
to his; that as his converfion was fudden, in
the midft of all his ignorance, unbelief, and re-
bellion, and: without the word, by the imme-

q1 Cor. xv. 240 rIfa, Ixviy 8, s 1Tim,i. 16

D2 diate
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diate power and grace of God, fo will theirs
be ine like manncr ; nor is it likely that their
converfion fhould be by means of the word,
fince there is fuch an averfion in that people ta
the hiearing of it ; and a rare thing it is to fce
Jew i a Chriftian affembly.  But, however, all
Lirael fhall be called, converted, and faved t ; there
is a famous prophecy of this in Hof. iii. 4, §. in
the firt of thefe veries it is faid, The children of
Ifraelftall abide many days without a king, and
without a prince; without any civil government
* oftheir own, the {eeptre having departed from them
many hundred years ago ; and without a facri-
JSece, duily or yearly, or on any occafion 3 they
beliecving it to be unlawful to facrifice any
where but in their own land, and at Jerufalem,
and on the altar of God there; and without
an image, and without an ephod, and without
tcmp/zm; without any manner _of idols, or
1dol- worthip, they being not addiéed to idola-
try fince their return from the Babylonifh cap-
‘tivity : and now as all thefe things are exaétly
fulfilled in them, fo will in like manner that
which follows ; Afterwards fball the children
of Ifrael veturn ; by faith and repentance, from
“their evil way, from their impenitence and un-
“belief, and rejection of the Meffiah ; gnd feek
"t Rom. xi. 26,

the
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ihe Lord their God, and David their king ; the
Mecfiiah, the fon of David, their King, as their
own Targum paraphrafes it ; and fball fear the
Lord and his goodnefs inthe latler days,in the
{piritual reign of Chrift; and it is hinted at in
the Philadelphian ftate, Rev. 1il. 9. Then will
the children of Ifracl appoint themfelves one
head, which is Chrift, whom they will own
and acknowledge to be their Head, Lord, and
King ; and they fhall come up out of the land, or
countries, where they are, to their own land,
and great fball be the day of Jezreelv 3 and this’
will make a confiderable part of the glory of
Chrift’s {piritual reign.
4thly, There will be at this time a large ef-
fufion of the Spirit of God: the prophecy in
Joel, quoted in Alts ii. 17==20. was very ap-
plicable indeed to the cafe of the apoftles at the
day of Penticoff, but was not fully accomplithed
then ; the Spirit was not poured upon all flefb,
nor were thofe figns in heaven in the full extent
of them feen, then predifted in it ; the pouring
forth of the Spirit then was oily a pledge and
earneft of what will be in the latter days ; {fome
drops, as it were, were only let down then;
hereafter. the Lord will pour the water, out of
kis bucket, and his feed foall be in many wa-
u Hof, is. 11,
lerss
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fers W : it will be owing to this that the above
event$ will have their accomplithment ; the de-
ftru&ion of antichritt will be by the Spirit of
Chrift’s mouth, which will blow a blaft upon
him ; the fuccefs of the gofpcl every where, and
the large converfions of men, muft be attri-
buted to the plentiful eifufion or the Spirit that
will attend it; particularly the converfion of
the Jews will be owing eutirely to the Spirit of
grace and fupplication > poured out upon them,
, When they fhall look on him whom they have
pierced, and mourn; and it will be in confe-
quence of this extraordinary pouring out of the
Spirit, that the following things will take place
m this reign.

1. The light of the gofpel, both in the preach-
ers and profeflors of it, will be very great, clear,
and diftinét 5 the light of the moon, as in the pre-
fent difpenfation, to which it may be compared,
Shall be as the light of the fun, to which that
difpenfation fhall be like; and the light of lhe
Jiun fhall be feven-fold, as the light of feven
duaysy ; as if the light of feven days were col-
le¢ted. together, and thone out at once; hyper-
bolical expreflions, fetting forth the exceeding
greatnafs of gofpel light in thofe times : not only

‘the watchmen, minifters of the word, fhall fee
w Numb. xxiv. 7,  x Zach.xih 10.  y Ifa, xxx. 26,
| eve
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epe to eye?, all truths clearly and diftinély
their ideas and fentiments fhall be regular and
uniform ; there will be an entire harmony and
agreement between them; but even private
Chriftians, common members, fball all know
the Lord, and the things of the gofpel, in a very
clear and comfortable manner, even from the
deaft unto the greateft of them » 5 when God fhall
lay Zion’s fiones with fair colowrs, and her
Joundations with fapphires, make her windows
of agales, and her gales with carbuncles, and
all her borders of pleafant flomes; then all
her children fhall be taught of God®, to fuch a
degree as thcy never were before, fo clearly,
fully, and univerfally.

2. There will be great purity of gofpel-wor-
thip and ordinances ; the temple of God will be
opened 1n heaven ; the true worfhip of God will
be reftored, and obferved according to the pri-
mitive pattern; the ark of the tefiimony© will
be féen in it ; the ordinances of the gofpel will
be adminiftered according to their original infti-
tution ; there will be no difputes about the form
or order of church government ; every thing re-
lating to it will appear evident ; the ordinances
will be kept as they were delivered 5 nor will

7 Ifa, lil. S. * Jer, Xxxis 344 b Ifa. live gz, 12, 13
e Rev. xi 1q,

there
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there be ahy doubts about the manner of pefs
fbrmmg them, or the fubjeéts to be admitted to
them, or the ends to be anfwered by them ; all
thefe things will ftand in a clear light ; and there
will be no objeftor to them, or any divifion
about them; nor will they ever be corrupted
any mere.

3. Brotherly love, which is now waxen cold,
will be in its height and glory, agreeable to the
vame of this ftate, Philadelphia which figni-

« fies brotherly love : there will be no more con-
tentions, animofities, and quarrels: Ephraim
foall not envy fudah, on account of pre-emi-
neucg of office, giits, and grace; and Fudah foall
not envy Ephraimd, by an haughty and over-
bearing carriage, or with wrangling debates, and
opprobrious language ; the two fticks of Ephraim
and Judah fhall be one in the hand of the Lord;
there will be a perfc& harmony and love, no-
thing to difturb, diftrefs and make uneafy, or
tend to alienate the affeGtions of one from anoa
ther; there will be no pricking briar, nor griev-
ng thorn ¢ among them ; they will be like the
firft Chriftians, of one heart, and of ome foul,
being of one mind, and of one judgmmt, all ftus
dying to keep the unity of the f/zmt in the bond

ef peace. .

d Ifa, xi. 13, ¢ Ezek, xxviii, 240+
4. Holinefs'=%§
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4. Holinefs, which becomes the houfe of God
Jor ever, will now adorn every member iy it 3
nor will there be fo much immorality in the
world as at this prefent time ; holinefs will be as
common as profanenefs is now 3 In that day
there fhall be upon the bells of the borfes holinefs
to the Lord—yea, every pot in erufalem and tn
Fudah fall be holinefs unto the Lord of Hoflst:
Chrift therefore takes his titles in writing to the
church at Philadelphia, the emblem of the {pi-
ritual reign, fuitable to its ftate: as truth and
holinefs fhall then prevail, he addreffes it thus,
Thefe things faith he that is holy, he that is
trueg; truth and holinefs go together; truth
influences the heart, 4nd that the life and con=
verfation, '

5. There will be great peace and profperity
of all kinds, inward and outward, fpiritual and
temporal ; in thofe days of the Meffiah’s fpiritual
reign, fhall the rightcous fourifb,and abundance
of peace o long as the moon endurethb: as the
faints will enjoy great peace of conicience, and
tranquility of mind, fo they will have nothing
to difturb them without; there will be no more
perfecution, there will be none to Aurt or defiroy
in all the Lord’s holy mountain' ; as there will

f Zach. xiv. 30, 21, § Rev.iii. 9. b Pfal, Ixxii. 7.

E  be

i Jfa, aiegu



[ 34 ]
be no difcord among themfelves, fo no difl refé‘
fmm any enemies; Violence fball no more be
heard in their land nor wafling and deffrultion
within their border®. O happy, halcyon days !
1 go on to obterve,

. II. The glorious things which are {poken of,
and will be done in the perfonal reign of Chrft :
towards the clofe of the fpiritual reign, things
 will be upon the decline; the Laodicean
church-ftate will take place; there'will be great
coldnefs and luke-warmnets in fpiritual things,
which will be very offenfive to Chrift ; the Spirik
of God will withdraw his gracious influences ;
and there will be little left but external gifts,
and outward riches and honour, on which great
ftrefs will be laid ; and there will be great boaft-
ing and bragging of them, asbeing 7ich and in-
creafed with goods, and in meed of nothing ;
~ whenas to fpiritual grace, and the: exercife of it,
they will be wretched, and miferable, and poor,
and bhind, and naked!; and need the advice
that Chrift gives them, of applying to him for
gold, white-raiment, and eye-falve : a general
flecpinefs will feize profeflors of religion; the
wife as well as foolith virgins will flumber and
fleep, when the approach of the bridegroom is

K Ifa. Ix., 18, 1 Rev, iii 15, 16, 17, 18.
near ;
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near; immorality and profanencls will again
fpread in the world 5 and it will be as in thedays
of Nozh and Lot; and in this condition will
Chrift find the world, and the church, whenhe .
comes a fecond time; which is what will ine
troduce the glory of the following-ftate.

14, There will be a perfonal a}')peﬁrancc: of the
Son of God, and a glorious one it willbe: he
will perfonally apppear, the Lord him/felf (hail de-
Jeend ™ ; not by his Spirit, or by the communi-
cation of his giace, or by his gracious prefence,
as before; but in perfon he will defcend from
the third heaven, where he 1s in our nature,
into the air, where he will be vifible ; every eye
j/~a// [ee him, when he comzth with cloudsn; or
in the clouds of heaven, which will be his cha-
riot ; e will defcend on earth at the proper times
and hisfeet fball flandupon the Mount of Olives® ;
on that {pot of ground from whence he afcended
to heaven, Job feems to have this defcent of
his in view, when he {aysp, He fball fland at
the latter day upon. the earth; which feems to
refpe not fo much his firft coming, as his fe-
cond ; fince it is connected with the refurretion
of the dead. .

m 1 Theff, iv. 16, nRev. i 7.
o Zach. xiv. 4. p Jobrxix, 25,

E 2 ' This
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This appearance of Chrift will bea very glo-
rious‘one; itis called the glorious appearing of
the great God, and our Saviour Jefus Chroia:
for he will appear under both charatters to his
people: when he appeared the firft time, it was
in the form of a fervant, he came not to bc mi-
niftered unto, but to minifter ; but now he will
come as King of kings, and Lord of lords; then
& he was feut in the likenefs of finfal flcth, to
bear the fins, and work out the falvation of his
. Peop]e; but now he will appear without fin, to
put them into the full pofictlion of the falvation
. obtained for them: he will come 7n his own
glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy an-
gelr; he will appear in the glory of his Deity,
and all the perfetions of it ; who is the bright-
wfs of his Father's glory, and the exprfs tmage
of lus perfon®; it will then be evident, that he.
is the Lord God omnipotent that reigneth ; and
that he is omnifcient, the fearcher of the hearts,
and trier of the reins of the children of ment;
and Le will be feen i all theglory of his human
nature,, and with that glory he has with the Fa-
_ ther as Mediator; all which, in fome fenfe,
.may be faid ‘to be his Father’s, begaufe his divine

q Tit. il 13. r Luke ix. 2f.
s Heb, 1. 3.° t Rev, xix, 6, and ii. 33,

lory
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glory is the fame with his Father’s ;and hishuman
and mediatorial glory is what he has from him;
and he wilf come with all that power and autho-
rity vefted in him by his Father, as the judge
of the world : he will be attended with his holy
angels, as when on mount Sinai, and as when
he afcended to heaven ; whom he will employ
in one kind of fervice or another, and who will
make a confiderable figure in this apparatus: to
which may be added, that all the faints will
come along with Chrift ; the fouls of all that,
have departed from the beginning of the world,
in order to be re-united to their bodies, which
will now be raifed ythere will be Adam, and
there will be Abraham, and all the ante-dilu-
vian and poft-diluvian faints, Old and New Tei-
tament onecs ; when Chrift will be glorified in
them, and admired by them, and they fhall ap-
pear with him in glory.

2dly, There will be a refurre@ion of the bo-
dies of the faints ; thAe dead in Chriff, who died
in union with him, believers in him, and parta-
Kers of his grace, fball rise firfe v ; they will have
the dominion over the wicked in the morning of
the refurre&tion, who will not rife until the end
of that day ; there will be a thoufand years dift-

u 3 Theflyiv. 16,
ance
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ance between the reflurre@ion of the one and of
the other ; hehce the refurreftion of the juft w,
as that is named in diflin&ion from #hat of the
wnjuft, is called the firk refurredion®.

This refurreGion will be a very glorious one ;
3t will net only be by the power of Chrift, and
in virtue of union with him, but in entire con-
formity to hith 3 as by him will be the refur-
retion of the dead, and every one will rife in
his order, and they that are his at his coming, and
Jecaufe they are his ; fo they will be fa/bioned
“like unto his glorious bodyy ; though they
are laid vile bodies in the grave, they will rife
glorious ones; the body that is_fown in corrup-
tion, will be raifed in incorruptron; and though
Jown in dij}'onou'r, will be raifed in glory ; be-
ing fown in weaknefs, it will be raifed in pow-
er ; and from a matural body will be raifed a
jpmtual onez; and the righteous, in foul and
body, fball /Izine forth as the fun in the king-
dom of their Father =, )

. 3dly, The next thing will be the changeZof
Jiving faints: thisis tbe myflery the apoftle fays
he wduld {hew the Corinthians ; and perhaps he
was the firft man that was led into it, or, how-
ever, the firft that thewed it to othcrs, that we

W Luke xiv. 14%  x Reve xx. 5, 6. y Plul. iii. 21.
2 1Cor xv. 42, 43, 4% = Matt, xiii. 44.

eon Shall
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Joall not all fleep, or die, but we jbdll ﬂll:}&‘,‘:l‘

changed v ; even thofe that Jie: fuch as will be

ST

alive at the coming of Chrift, fhall undergo 2.

change epuivalent to death ; their bodies fhall be

changed from mortal to immortal, from cor- -

ruptible to incorruptible ones; and their fouls
* fhall become at once perfetly pure and holy.
-1 have fometimes thought, that that change
which paffes upon the hearts of the people of
God at the inftant of death, or will pafs upon

living faints at the time I fpeak of, when hearts_

fo full of finfull luft, pollution, and wickednefs;
will be at once cleared of all, is a greater evis
dence and difplay of-the power of God, than
the change that paffes upon their bodies, either
at the refurretion, or at this time. This being,

done, thefe living faints changed, fball be caught .

up together with the raifed ones, to meet. the

Lord in the air¢; where it feems as if he and’

they thould ftop a while, until an after event 15
accomplithed.

4thly, The precious dutt of the faints being
colle@ed out of the earth, and their bodies raifed

and united to their {ouls, and living ones changed,
and both taken-up from hence; and with' the

Lord, the general copflagration will begin; 2ke

heavens fall pafs auway o with a great noife, and .

b 31 Cor, xv, §1. ¢ 1 Thefl. iv. 17, '

" t/m .
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the elements fhall melt with fervent heat } tha:
earth.alfo, and the works that are therein,
Shall be burnt up, with all the wicked in it;
Sfar the heavens and the earth that now are,
that is, the earth, with its furrounding atmof-
phere, are kept in flore, referved unto fire, for
the perdition of ungodly men; when,

sthly, There will fucceed new heavens and
a new earth, which God has promifed, and-
which, the Apoftle Peter fays, faints Jook for
according to his promif ; and which the apof-
‘tle John had a vifion ofe. In this new earth
Chrift will defcend and dwell; herc the taber-
nacle of God will be with men, and he fhall dwell
awith them®: this will be the feat of Chrift’s per-
fonal reign ; here he will reign before his antients
gloriouﬂy; here he will have his palace, and
keep his court, and difplay his glory, and the
greatnefs of his majefty ; and here his people
will dwell with him, who will now be a/
righteous,. perfectly fo, even righteoufnefs itfeif’;
for in thefe new heavens and new earth will
dwell righteoufnefs & ; nothing fhall enter into
this glorious new Jerufalem-flate, that makes
" an alginination or a lie; it will be perfeétly an

& o Pet. i 7. 10 e g Pet. iii. 13. * Rev. xxi. 1.
£ Revexxic 30 o . g Madx, ax, 2 Pet.iii 13.

Rev. xxi. 27.

holy
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holy city, confifting wholly of holy perfons;
wherefore bleffed and holy is he that hath:part
in the firfl refurrection™ : nor will therebe any
énemy to annoy the faints in this ftate; the
wicked will be all burnt and deftroyed at the
general confligration ; the bealt and falfe prophet,
before this, will be caft alive into the lake of fire
burning with brimftone ; Satan will b¢ bound
.by Chrift, aud caft into the bottomlefs pit,
where lie will remaiii till the thoufand years
are fulfilled : for fo long will this ftate continue 3
fo long Satan will be bound ; fo long the faints
will lu e and reign’ with Chn{’c 1; this will be the
day of the Lord, which is as a thoufand years,
and which thoufand years will be as one dayk.
At the clofe of thefe years Satan will be loofed
again, and the wicked dead will be raifed!;
which, with the whole pofle of devils, will
make the Gog and Magog army, who fhall be
in the four quarters of the world, and go upon
the breadth of the earth; and whofe number
thall be as the fand of the fea, being all the

h Rev. xx. 6. i Rev. xx. 1—=6. k 2z Pet. iii. B.

1 As 1 do not fuppofe that the earth, at the conflagration,
will be annihilated, or be deftroyed, 2s to the fubftance of ir,
only purified by fire, refined and cleared of all noxious qualities,
and therfore called a mew earth ; fo (coufidering the omnipotérice
of God) there cah be no difficulty about the repofitories of the ,
afhies of the wickell, or the place from whene® they will be Faifed,
any mote than about the place wheie the dutt of Adum, and ill
from the beginning of the world, is laid up, -

“F . wicked,
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wicked that have been from' the ‘beginning of
‘the world ; a large army indeed, fuch au one as
never was before, confifting of enraged devils,
and of men raifed with all that malice and wick~
ednefs they died in, with Satan at the head of
them; by whom they will be animated to make
this laft feeble and foolifh cffort, for their reco-
very and liberty ; in order to which they will
compafs the camp of the faints about, the be-
Joved city ; who will be in no manner of pain and
- uneafinefs at the appearance of this {cerning for-
midable army ; being clothed with immortality,
}fecured by the power of God, and Chrift being in
perfon with them ; when fire fhall come down
£rom heaven and devour the wicked ; the wrath
of God thall feize them, diftrefs and terrify them,
divert them from their purpofe, and throw them
:Jnto the utmoft confternation and confufion ; ;
.and when they thall be dragged to the tribunal
oFChr1ﬁ and ftand before him, fmall and great,
, and be judged according to their works, and caft
' mto the lake of fire; where they will be in
,company with the devil, the beaft, and falic
: pmphet, -and be tormented with them for ever
"“and everm,
o This will ife in the ultimate 'glofy ; when
wthe faints h¥ bc for éver wtthﬂhe“Lord\, fhall
s M a5 he. iss enjoy ummempted commy-

RV, ax g
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mon ‘with Fathcr, Sqm éngt 3 hayu« *,
company of angels, andbe in poffethion of thbfe .
things which eye hath not feen, nor ear heard,
por has it entered into the heart of man to cone, -
ceive of. But my intention being énly to.give
yow an account of the glorxous thmgs that fhall
be in the {piritual and perfonal reign of Chrift ;
here 1 ftop, here T end,’and clofe all wrth a'
word or two.

1. All this fhews and proves, that the chm'ch
and people of God are the objects of his lové, thate
he loves the gates of Zion indced ; the churchis
his Hephzibah, in whom he deliglits, and to
whom be is married ; "and therefore has he faid
thefe glorious things of her; and therefore will
he make them good : and if the faints have an
intereft in the love of God, they need not care
what the world fay or think of them, or what .
they can do unto them; though’they ave with
.them the offscouring of all things, they are pzc-
cious in the fight of God.

2. Itis evident from hence, that the church
of Chrift is lafting and durable, and cannot be
deﬁroyed ; its foundation is in the holy moun~ .
tains; it is built on a rock the gates' of hell
cannot"aprevad againft’; its walls, in the ﬁ)mttlal

_reign, are falyadtion, and its grets prmi‘e ‘and |
whatad uptxon. ha’ve\ welaf i3 ‘bf ﬂ? i e

.and fqyxdapmﬁsﬁ s, W%w ¥ " ﬁ
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petfonal reign, undet the name of the New Jo-
fufalem ! It will continue through every age,
atid vome into every flate it is faid it thould,
and will endute to all eternity,
3. Seeing fuch glorious things are fpoken ot
it, and that by the T.ord, we nerd not doubt,
but fhould believe, there will be a performance
of them } and (hou!d be looking tor them, and
at the woft thould lift up o heads with joy,
fihce our rederption diaw > ner.,
¢ 4 Happy ac thole that belong to this citv.
who are tellow-citizens with the taints, and of
the houfhold of God; whoit citizenflup i, m
heaven, and they Lavea right to enter inthrough
.the gates into the holy city, tic new Jcluhlem 3
but mifcrable will thofe be that will be with-
out, for wethou* are dogs; and then he that 1s
unjuft, will be unjuft fhil ; and he that is fil-
thy, will befilthy ftull; and be that is nghte-
nus, will be righteous ftill; and be that is holy,
avill be holy ftll»,

n Rev. 3z 11,
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