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17 June 1947

MEXORANDUN

-

0 ;  Commavder D. B, Carr, Chief, langnuage Pivision

FROM :  Williax B, Edwards

SUBJECT: Translation of FPersonal lLetter

SASARAWA, Ryoiehi, Cell #2B-10, Sugamo Prison

This sorning I received the attached letter from the
sbove-nsmed immpte, whom I {nterrogated om two occasions in the recent

p“t "

The Jo tter vory definitely was not solicited by me; in
fact, on the occasion of the last interrogation I sdmonished the
prisoper sgainst writing to me; snd further, gave him fall
oppertunity at that time to Alecuss with me, through Mr. Ogita,

any metters which he might de dleposed to take up vwith me. He
proceodsd to Aiscuzs the gereral Bussian situstion, and I {mmediately

advised him that I 414 not propese to Atzouss that subject with him
either in my official capacity or as an indlividnal.

I anticipate that the contente of the attached letter
will pertain to the Bussian situation for be seems $0 de "hepped"
on that subject. In that 1 am aware of the fact that the letter
was censored in the prisom and undeudtedly {ntercepted by CIC,

I heve tokes the precamtionm of having ¥r. Lagbert of our Investi-

gative Division witness my openiag of the letter.

I will appreciate your socperation in having thie
document tranelated just as soon as your pending commitments will

permit. EKindly return the originel Jezpanese document togethsr with
the English tranelation thereof in an envelopa aarked *Gonfidential.”

1 should like to have an extra copy of the Poglieh translation for
our Investigative Division.

Attachment

Copy to: Hr. Fdwerd P. Fomsghan - Attention: Mr, Jawes Lamboert
Nr. D"i‘ K. h‘“‘

WHE/ nod




21 Harch 1947

MENORANDUM FOR: Messrs. Tavenner, Comyns-Carr and Brown.
FROM: dr., Lopes, Capt. Robinson and Mr. Edwards.
SUBJECT 3 Cross-Examination of ARAKI.

- 4 le I suggest that ARAXI bDe eross-examined on the follow-
ng

ae On page 5 of his February 14, 1946 interrogation,
ARAKI stated that it was ITAGAKI as War I{nhtor who was ree-
sponsible during 1938-1939 for cont the China Incident.
The pertinent extract of that interrogation follows:

P2 9% Doc. No, 2895

Qe You have answered one part of the question veory

satisfactorily, btut the other part is not yet
mnoiy who was res ble 4

Je Vhat leader of the army?

A. The War Hinister, ITAGAKI, I should say.

Qe What about the General Staff.

A. I think some of the er officers there were
perhaps most responsible but I don't know their
names.

Capt. Robinson
¥illianm B, REdwards

By
Pedro lLopez




21 March 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR: Drs. Nyi and AO
FROM: Mr. Lopez, Capt. Robinson and lir. Edwards
SUBJECT 3 Cross-Examination of DOIHARA

1. I suggest that DOIHARA be cross-examined on the fol-
lowing?

a. On pages 1 and 2 ofi his February 5, 1946 interro-
gation, DOIHARA stated that he worked for the defendant, then
Golonel ITAGAKI who was Chief of No. 2 Section of the General
Staff of Kwantung Army. The pertinent extracts of the interro-

gation follow:

Page 1 Doc No. 2905

Q. General, I want to get some facts concerning the
organization of the Kwantung Army Headquarters in
Menchuria in August 1931, before the fighting

broke out there? First of all, who was Command-

ing General of the Kwantung Army in August 1931,

General HONJO?

A, HONJO, Shigeru.

2 s %
Page o

Qe i’ﬁl ;ho was Chief of the second section in August

A. The Chief of No. 2 section was ITAGAKI, Seishiro,
rank of Colonel. I am not sure about {he other
sections, but there was one man named KATAKURA, Chu,
who nigh{ have been one of the section chiefs. 1
am not quite sure if he was chief of a section or
not. My memory is not very clear on that, I can
not think of the other section chiefs.

Qe Now, did your Special Qervice organization operate
under the control or under the d!rection of the
second section, the Intelligence Section?
Ao !is£15p001a1 Service organization was part of No. 2
S6CT10Ne
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Qe And you reported to Colonel ITAGAKI?
A. Yes, I a1d work for Colonel ITAGAKI, Seishiro.

De On page 7 of his February 12, 1946 interrogation,
DOIHARA stated that it was the defenrdant fTAGAKI,who arranged

the details of the neeting between DOIHARA and Pu-Yi,

F’ggg 2 Doc, 2909

Qe Did General ITAGAKI have anything to do with {t%
Ae Colonel ITAGAKT was the Chief of the Second Section
of the General Staff.

“e Well, did he have anything to do with sending you
| to T{entsln?

A. Yes, order to proceed to Tlentsin was issued by
' General HONJO, the Chief. However, detail as to

my meeting wizh Pu-Y¥{ at Tientsin Was arranged by
Colonel ITAGAKI.

Ye 7#hat was Colonel ITAGAKI'S order, do you remember?

Ae In substance, my Instruction was to convey to Pu-Yi
that should he return to Kanchuria the Kwantung Army
would welcome his return, and, next, he arranged for
my transportation ang expenses, etc,

Pedro Lopez
Captain Robinseon
William Ee Edwards

By
Pedro Lopez




21 axrch 1947

MESERANDUM FOR: Mr. m and . Cogyns-gary
FROM p | oS m' Gapt. mbinﬂon and MIe Edwa.rds

SUBJECT Cross-Examination of the Defendant KIDO

1. I suggest that KIDO be crosg-examined on the following:

2. On page 24k of his February 7, 1946 interrogation, KIDO
stated that the defendant ITAGAKI would be the mam to indtiate and
leed tho movement to lmeep the Japanose Army going aerces the Great
wall of Chins. The pertinent extrmot of that interrogation follows:

Fage 2, Does No. 2911

And who was advocating the expansion of Japan across
the Great Wall into China,.
I believe the Kwantung Arnye.

were the Chiefs of staff in Tokyo also advocating further
expansion?

I believe that the Chief of staff in Tokyo did not have
aich a view in mind,

Do you think they were fearful that the Chief of sStaff of
the Kwantung Army would just keep going on and move aeross
_ the Great Wall into China? wWae that the problem?

A Yese

Q They would have led such a movement?

A Yes.

b On page 937 of his Yebruary 1li, IMQWﬁon.mo
stated that ITAGAKT was one of the cutstanding leaders of the Chims Inoi-
dent in 1937. The pertinent extract of that interrogation follows,

Mthtm

Q Would you say that HANAYA and RAGESKA were leaders in the
ve action that took place as a result of the China

agasressi
Incident in 19377
A Yes, I believe they were central figures.

Fo N Al -




A IMGATRT likovise e in the Chinm Ieddenty

A Yan.

4 Vers there Othaps that ctge Into your mind at the
mmennt that wars autstandng laaders in the Jhino
Maident and the sotivitios thad £folltwed 4n forth
Cadnne

A I 4on’t romember fny cthsyo ot the prasant ticpe

oe 08 poyes 344 and 551 of hio yebruary 15. 1946 dnbtorvopmiican,
U0 gtatedl FRAGET weo ang of the moet 'n mﬂmlﬂu- ha
parbinm{: autracts of tho® interrogatl ons -

:E-a %' 2 TCe 1e w

7 A if vae veres going ahosed with. the Mot of namas of
the papticsuloy {udividunls whis woio oot aggusdva as
aapesgonieats;, ve would have o includs him alongsine
g.m and ISHDTARAe
L 2
Was ho aotive in e ooy that Lwls s in 19819
3 bellove ho wao aun powy Conaaliers
vas he otill in the Chinn thoatie, o did ho opormte
ait of Jupan propory
I ballove e vont W Iadsy lotwr o,
s he, o your Mnoaledge, fn advgate of dri'e'.!.r.a WG
ritich anl the rsprieans out of jule enf 434 he sub-
aorita to tho Asis for she Asfatics theory?
A T 4u ot Rrow begamuse Y 454 nod hear o cloar-vat atute-
mont concorning him,
¢ Bal that principle sa gunerally folloved Ly ITWGAIG and
HGNARA and paople of that type, o 86 nodo
4 Yobe
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Ay ok

3 %0 your dloxy, the jorih Chioa gayristn Any
takdng things into itas om hands, Am't that right,
wero making deannts on China withoud conailiing with
Ghdef of 2tarf in okyo o with the Jnpuusse Qoverimenk’
aot thio infuremtion frod the Vice idlndeteor of War,
ETLERT0,y el REZT, the Jampniar of tha Mapengie
gaedecn Wogp An Wentedn, ad AYA UL vent to (augidag
al thad JANASIE, e ey Einistar &5 apepane thove for a
conferenco and 3 folt that that is & gooad indicasion sab
the Army was faking ¥hings in tholy o handa,
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the oreipgn (fflce, fan't that righty
A Thore wexo agousations that thay vere teving to talke

de 00 pege 357 of hio Mobeuary 15, 1946 futorrogation, 1o
otatod that ITAQART with SATAT was vory belllesrent and sotdve in S b

ing toroublo 4n forth china, o pertinent oxdroet of $has interruuntion
follows,

piale ] .,*fiZt X0 0. 3192

0 ang 15 end 18. 1 notioe rou hed o talls uith o,
TRIT of e soiatio Bareay about tho no~galled China
noident and 'mnchurian it «tion. Mo you ressabar what
hs had €0 say on thooe oesusions

A I boliove he gave o talk on the ROPena of the reth Chdnn
€ vhien X have related & mhilo ngo snd he iAnforol us
that 4t was sottled withous Yy sorious developsant.

:

O (19%h) Zen't it true that in theso daya, whnt e Govornamt

Govorrant move fopverd into chimas
4 Lhars wos such o wurry and if such o situetion wald ariss,

tho mattar of self-dofence wull ou out.

0ll, fon't it twmue that theno aen in e field, such aa

ITAGAKT and JAYAT were vy bolligorant anl quito cotive in

fomenting trouble 4n North ching and that t

4 Bat tae other threo you agree with o wy
A T Shdnke 80,

iodxo jopon

Captain nobinson
"Lilien . Hueedns

Iy
Pedro Lopen
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2l March 1947

NEMORANDUM FOR:
FROM:

SUBJECT 3

Mr. Tavenner, General Vasilyev and Col. Fixel
Mr. Lopes , Capt. Robinson and Mr. Edwards.,

Cross~Examination of SHIRATORIX

Le I suggest that SHIRATORI be cross-examined on the
following:

@s ©On page 16 of his Mareh 19 1946 interrogation,
SHIRATORI stated that the defendant ITAGAKY

was among those
dictating General HORJO, Commander of the Japanese Army in
Manchuria, what to doy, and that HONJO was -

st a mere rubber
stamp. We quote the pertinent extract of hat interrogation:
m Doe, No. 306

Yo Then the War Minister imew and the Foreign Affairs

ster knew that somebody, as you say, of the
lower rank in the ar vere 'ruponublo ’for plan-

ging and executing this incident at lukden?

Ao es

Qe Woli oW you say the Foreign Minister didn't
try to find out who 4t was o a4 anything about

it? Did the War Minister try to find out who was
responsible for it?

As I wonder, It was a very abnormal condition in
those days in Japan. Ve call it KOKOYOJO. The
lower gets the better of the urper. It was in

the hands of the petty officers, officers of the
rank of Lieutenant, Captain, at most Commender,

“e Well, now, who was in command of the in Man-
cmh wvhen the Mukden Incident happened? Who was
in command?

A General HONJO .

Je Did

reign Ministry or from the
communicate or talk to him?

Ao Oy himself, was more or less a rubber

.;
:-’I.‘
{
4
4



Who was in charge of the army if he was a rubber
stamp? Who was telling him what to do?
During the time mentioned, several Pepople. Most

famous among them was ITA and ISHIWARA.
What position did they hold?

ITAGAKI was regiment commander.

Pedro Lopez
Capt. Robinson
William E. Edwards

By
Pedro Lopesz
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21 March lﬁﬁ?

MEMORANDUM FOfi: Mr, Tavenner and Mr, English

FROM: ire. Lopez, Capt., Robinson and Mr., Bdwards
SUBJECT ¢ Cross- Examination of HIRANUMA

le I suggest that HIRANUMA be cross-examined on the
following: :

Gde OUn page 13 of his Jamuary 12, 1946 interrogation,

HIRANUMA stated that the defendant ITAG was War Minister

in the Hiranuma Cabinet and that ITAGAKI'S policy 4n connection
with the use of the armed forces was the policy of the military
The pertinent extract of that interrogation follows:

Page 13 Doc. 3904

¥ ¥ 5

Je Who was the Minister of War in your cabinet?

As General Itagaki. - S

Qe What was General Itggakl's policy in connection with
the use of armed forces?

A« I think it was the policy of the military or the
military party.

Ce Do you not know or is it not a fact that you know that
gpnaral Itagaki's policy was the policy of the military?

Ae eSe |

Pedro Lopez
Capt. Robinson
William E., EBdwards

By
Pedro Lopez
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17 Juane 1947

MEHORANDUN

0 :  Commander D. R, Carr, Chief, langnage Pivision
FROM : VWilliex B, Edverise
SUBJECT: Traoslation of FPersonal lettar

-_o-

SASAKASA, Ryeichi, Cell #28-.10, Sugamo Frison

This morning I received the atiached letter from the
sbova-named immete, whom I interrogated on two ogcasions in the recent

past.

The Jo tter very definitely was not soligited by me] in
fact, on the occasiom of the last intervogation I admonished the
prisoner egainst writing te me; and furthor, gave hin full
opportunity at that $ime to disguss with ne, shrough Mr. Ogita,
any mabters which he might be disposed to take up with we. He
proceocded to disouss the gensral Hussian situation, and I immedintely
advised hin that I did not propese to disgmes that subject with him
oither in my official capacity or as an individual.

I nnticipate that the contants of the attached letter
will partain to the Bugsian situation for he seems %o be *hepped”
on thrt subject. In that I am mvera of the faot that the letter
was censored in the prison and undoubtedly intercepted by 010,

1 hrve taken the precamtion of having ¥r. Lowbert of our Inventi-

gative Division vitness my opening of the latier.

I will appregiate your cooperation in having this
document tranalated Juat ss soon as your pending commitments will
permit. Xindly returan the original Japanese document together with
the Enzlish translabion thersef in an envelope marked *Oonfidential."”
I should likea to have an extra cony ef the English translation for
our Imvestigative Pivision.

Attachment

Copy to: FNr. Edward P. Honaghan - Attention: ¥r. James Laxbert
Mr. Dgvid N. Sutton

WEE/ nod




