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* STT021 DEPOSITION (trenslction)

Deponeont: YOSIIIDL, Kumnji
Meving first duly sworn cn onth os on the attachud shout nnd

jn accordancc with the proccdure followed in my c?uutry I hurndy doposc 08

follows:
The dononent, olftsr r~du.ting from th. College of Litcraturc of

thc Tolyo Imnorirl Univorsity, mejorin; in shilosophy in tho 33rd yorr of

Msiji (1900) gave lecturcs on cthios nnd padepgomyr at the Tokyo University
snd nlsewhere vvhile deing radunte studr on "ror-l sduc.tion” in the
groduate schoole I lpril of the following yoor I vm npboint:d b:r the
Tduertion Linistry to the coanitlsos foir prep-rin; toxt books for nrinory
school usu on nor-ls rnd I duvoted wrsslf to tho task. In the 37th ycar of
ti0iji (The 1902) sriid text bool: oa worils hnving boon conﬁlatcdlwas ~ut to
use in 21l pnrts of Japan ~s thr atandnrd ©ont bool: and ths doponcnt vrs

ordered to ro to lmericr ~nd Buron: to study -thics '.nd nzdapgofy. after

. . “3 - » LY " & e —
+ 3 roturains hom: ?rom ~bro=d in the 40%h rrenr of iiji (Tn: 1707) I loctursd
on othics =nd »edrpormy »t the Tolnro Temin's Tichor Lormnl Scnool, the Tolgyro
Highor “orm:l School, =~nd at the Tolmvo Imporinl Univorsity.
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In the 45th venr af Joirs ofa: 1912) aftor vscoiving o doctorpte

of litcranturc dogren "ui myr thosis "E-nt nnd the Theory of Lornl Tomclhing

‘-~ Prior to K-nt" I geinod the cheir of pxd-pory ns « full time drofossor ot
the Toloyo Imporicl Univorsity. I retircd in the 8th yceor of Shown (193@) in
cccord ace with the oge linmit w6tion. During that tine, vhen the investi-

p cotion corndttco for govornmontcl books was cstnblishud in tho Bducation

;inistry in tho 7lst yoor of leiji (Th: 1608) I was anvointed to tho
comuittoc as o nomber of its First Division (Morels). 4t tho somo time I

' wes rindo o morbour of tho Cowdttoer for drafting to:t books on mornls nnd was

| cngesed in Tho rovision of tha primcry school toxt book on morils. Lator

\ when tho scid comalttos vns ~bolishaC ~nd tho coriiittoc on taxt books wes

| cstablishsd I wos apointid -to it ~né romviined in officc until ths said - 4
b, -
| comaittzc wns dissolved in thc 20th weoar of Shown (Ta: 1945). Turther, I -+

T rm——

vigited the Unit-d Stcteos of s;airico in the cutumt of the 2nd vear of Taisho
(Tn: 1513) =nd went across to Zurons ia the shrias of tho followines voor cond
| inspactzsd th: cduc~tionnl conditions in these countrivs. I raturancd home in

| the cutumn of tho sanmec yerr. Lftir my rotircnont from cgo limitation I gove

’ loctures on ethics ~nd »nod~pgogy -t tho Tolzyo Univ-rsity ~nd others until tho |
: torminction of the wor.
l. History of' tho Bduc..tionsl Systom ia Jepan
' The Depurtacnt of Educction vev.s cstrhlishied in the fourth yoar of
i Moiji (Tn: 1371) to control oducution:l 1dministrzt§on throughout Janan but | |
| thc actucl cstablishment of our sducctiontl *lan beron vith the osnoetiient of ' r
;E; the "Educ~tionnl Systen" in the fifth.ye;r of Hoiji (1872). This #7ducntionnl i
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Systom" wvms th: found~tioa of th: -dn- %loarl systom of thi now Jupon, ond

~its s2irit hos sinco hoen h-nded dovm unch~nzed throughout tho lkeiji, Teisho

~nd Shov~ cris.

Tducation~l nolicy of tho "Educ-tion~l Systom” is most cloarly
indic~t.:d in the Decerce on the Introduction of the Bducationnl Syston
(3izf Yoo 1) vhich wos issucd in the samo veor by tho DLJOKLE ( Tu: ?r:daatssbr
of thc »roscnt cabinot). The purport of tho said Deoerss loy in ziwviag equal.
onnortunity of oducction to ~ll thc pooplc. It stntos that cducntion is not,
~s in the foudnl apcs, to b. cnjoyod only by tho poople of the "somurni
olass cnd highor but by rll classcs includiag "poors, gentry, military,
agrioulturel, industrinl nnd mcrcuntilc olnsscss nd 2ven ths f-ircr scx,"
in hopas thorchy thot "not - singles illiter~ts frnily romcins in o village
ond not ~ sinrle illitsr~te porson in - fomily,”

For the ~cnercl nl-n of the "Iduc~tionnl Svsten” tho Froach
oduostion~l cdministrotive systom sccrs to hnvs Leoon 1lurzely dezsndcd upon
for refcronces (L.cfarcnco Fos 2). Yowever, unlik: the Fraench voy of diffzi-
ontiatin;, »rim~ry -nd hizher cduention =s ontirely difforcnt systoas of cdu-
c.tion hnving no mutusl conncetlon, onr "due . tional Syston" stinulated
that »11 children from ~vory soci~l ols~ss should bo ~ndialttcd into thu‘
srin~ry school =nd ths superior stud.nts cmon; thon to bo advone..d ianto
the liddl: Schools -nd »n into th- Jell.zcs 'nd th: Universitics. This
was o very donocratic systunm of cduentlion ~nd wrns iwuch 1likc that cnployed

in the Unitzd St~t.s.
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In the wer of currdeuw- oo it s:.ns thal thoy wore formad

= q.‘,q'q—..rl—_—.- i — i B

nuceh c.fter thos: of’ur:d in-the Unitcd Stotes. In swm~r;’, the olenins af

tho primnry and niddlc schools ~nd colluros to the whole nntion wos

without prrsllel in Europe ct that timo. " The Yasic d-vintion from the

— e | .

Principlc held in tho Unitsd Statos was the uniforn notional control svsten, :
undor which the ontirc country vos divided into cipght college districts, coch
of whioh wns sub-dividad into middlo school districts, and then into primary

school districts, -1) undor the coatrol of the ¢entr-l govermmont under the

Bducetion lidnistry. It nlso held to o ganeral unifornity of curricule

throughout the country. This is adparently an influine: of tho Frunch systonm.,

In tho 12¢h yronr of 12131 (1986) Mduz-~tion linister "ORI, Aripori

oxacut.d cn ovsrell roforn in ths Hov. primvrr-middle school-collogo |

gystem ns well as in the normnl “school srsten. Yot the principlcs of ogqusl

-

oducriionnl opportunity -nd centrnlized uniform educ~tion rolorr~d to abovs
vore novor cirngud. (Hefurcnoce Zo. 3)  Yducntion Ninistor MORI put much
welgat on tho nornnl schools. Kz ndded nilitnry trainiag to its curriculum,
but his intoution do:zs ot soex to h~va bi-n to inspiro militorism »ut in
glving proper disciplin~ry training to thu neonles The frot that he held
"bonign joodness", "faith-ingpiri-» lowg apa "trust-inspiring dignity",

a8 threc basic virtues to bL: zimed ot v 2ominl sehool educ~tion is oroof of
this. He wns on ~dudror of lostora Civiliz-tion who ~dvocrtad, in tho carly
yoor ol Iiziji, the rholition of +hs suord-wenring custon, ond also tho adoption

of Znglish o3 the nntion2l longusge. It is said thoet ho merricd his wife

- only ~fter oxchonging o contrret of mutunl love. This nay well iaforn us of
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tho gonornl 4rand of his thought
4rticla I of the Primnry School Ordia~ncs of the 23rd yoar yof

" H L 2
o §

CJs

i (1820) soys: "Ths wrincinal =i of tho nrim~rv school is to aive tha

8

caildran, while peying cttontion to their shwysic .l davelo-ncnt, o fundansnt-l

=

aucr.tion of mor-ls ond citizenship as w211 as tunching then guﬁ:rnl lmot-
ledz> and skills nccessnry in their daily 1ifc." This vms the stizvloted civ
for the gomerrl aduc Lisry of the Japancse peopls -nd ramnincd unchongod
duspite Iroguoat rov.asions of the 2rimery School Ordincnce until it was fin-
elly reviscd i:: the 15th y;:r of Showe (Ta: 1941) with tho N-tionnl Gresuar
School Ordin~ncu. . is fe.ot wa con sco the coastncy of sur cducntionrl
policis for the public -t lrrye throughout the orns of .ioiji, T-isho rad Showr..
thhdu;h the Srinmcry Sehwwel @ the 3ddls School Ordin-accs wors rovisoed
in the 30'%s of :wiji (Wi: 1900's) tho irls! Tiph Sclool Ordinsnce wos ero~ted
ahout the saoc time. The Deolicy =~ad furport of thes. wora ~lrmost e sano
r.8 thosc roun . the Ordiannccs of $he 10th yoor of T2iji (Tn: 1886) holding
to The Drinzipl:s af czusl wducctionsl opnortunit =9d csitralizad control.
(Reforeics oe 4). The Tdus-tion Sindstry successivalr issusd ~nmendianats to
the Ordinonsss Tor Urimory, Hddlz cad Lishss szhools ~nd thon the Unds cersity
stoarting fron tho 7th e of Puishs (T:: 1€18) basins the cnewd:icats on
reports mrdce by the actr-oidinese Uve tiar n1 Coudoscuecw *hich conrsazxd in the

6th renr of Tuishon(1€17) Tor th~s »mivasz of discussing the educationcl

syst.n nt lorsa. Ko mnrk.d clinnge hwwrauvaer wis wande then exsant with tho

dighor School Syatou. Only wwre caidhinsis +os nleced o the cduc~tionnl nolicy,

ou the importorce of “oultiviion of n-~tismrlisn
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Tho noewrly cdonted si?ﬂn-yufr Zipghor Sclicol systoa os ths

basie orincinle of aizher zenoral oducntion wps like tho French lycoc
snd the Gormxn pymnosiun systom. But tho point that it admittod gmdtmt.ca
of »rimorv cnd middlo schools and did not cstahlish any spceinl proparatory
coursos to shutting out outside npplicnnts was ontirely in lino with the
democrafin nrinciplce of oqu-l opnortuaity and guite differsd from the
aristocratic oxelusivenass of hipgher cducation ia Germony ~nd Froncc. For
sducation in the niddls school ~ad tho sirls' hish school only o vory pgonoral
stipulntioa was nmnde, saring that it aimod in giving highoer gancrallcduontion.
Br "comion oduc tion" wns me~nt oducstion in the alnery schools,
e. srofound ~nd refined higher srase-l cduc-tion" only wms what vms scid of
the purnosc o0 aiigh Schieol cducntioa.

/ 51l thosao Docis testify t2 ths coastano rs well ~s tho npenceful

“olicer for schools of new Jopone

end cultural charccetor o2 the edusntion
The esscatinis 27 M"the Imssriesl DRoscrist on Dducntion” »hich vos »romulznted

in ths 2%rd vear of loiil (T:x: 1890) cre not diffcront in spirit frow the

The EBducation~l Invrastii~tilsa Onuicil thnt was astnblished in
ths 12th yoor of Shovr (1637) ox~ziaod <nd discussed os thr xtreordinnry
Tducationnl Council had dons, tihe coue-tlon:l systom in -geuncral ond continucd
its work {for suveral ranrs. JAdad wgcarﬂlt: to tho rgﬁorts nrde by the stnc

Council, thz Educ~tiia id.aistry node revisicas in ench of the School

Ordiancc.s. These rurisions wroy: mors concoracd withh the inport of tho
R
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eduontion th-n vith the oduc tinanl crcven, and roguirad tho ain of coch

schivol to bo breed wdon "Eokoku Yo Michil (Ta: Tho ‘ny of Imporisl Jonna)

(iorelity of the Joprnese Znnire) . Concornin~ tho ricenine~ of the ¥ h
(v - - [
"okolw Mo idchi" some of tho oxtroms Joponcse "spiritunl nationrligésH

iaterorcted it os an cgoistlc and exclusiv. Hinnonism. Dut i~ tho llerulrtions

for spilic~tion in tho Prinn

"iloksimu Yo 1Hchi™ significd the wny showva in the "Imperin) Rescrint on

rv School Jrdin~nco it v-s dafined clexrly thet

BEducntion". Oalr, it nust be canittod that i the curricula rfor the niddlo,

highor and normnl sclionls hesEily laid dovm by the Educftian.Lﬁnistry'i; con-

fornity vith the sbove ravisions ~nd in the antionnl toxrt noolis copiled by

the .ducmtilon idnistry, thors scoig %o hev2 buen sonmo wmotoricl ineludod basaod

upon tiie opiniens of thc oo Hipnonists.

L

II. Foundntion of Jap-nosc lo:al .duertion

4t the time of the gstedlishiont af the duecntion nistry in

the 4th y.or of lgiji (Tn: 1871) thoro wns what wes c~llod the Jiagi-Sho

(T2: Deoartnont of Divinc Tiorshipn) which too:: charge in the surarvision of

the neoploe'’s sniritucl life. Ia ord r 4o proprante the Great "oy o2 ths Gods

nad to cultivete in +h- ;00pla roasnact for the TMoror and rovereaco tormid
- 'S c :

the Gols, tho Jingi-Sho diwvidad ths vhol - couatry into Larishcs, or tenching

districts, ~nd bnd Shinto nrd Buddhist oricsts net ns landers of ths Dooplots

spiritunl cdusction. In tho 5th - cay A0 131 (1872) tha nanme of tho

Jinzi-Sho vms changoed to Krodu-8ho ~nd nfter the introduction of tho

TBduc~ticanl Srston® it vms iaeorporated ianto sducrtion Ministr-,

zducttionnl ~ffoirs sinc. then hove coic solcly under the suior-

wision of the ‘ducotion ldaistry. v thon the 2olic o
-7"

2oixy of thoe duecntion inistry
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did not nmnlie oven n sli-nt chrnse in the essentinls of the “"duc~tional
Svetem". Tho "NRducntionnl System" proseribed in tho curriculs of the rincry
~nd middla schools was o "moral troining™ courso for morel ocducntion. The
orimcyr sechool rnnurl interpreted this to be as "Sanching of manaars” ~n

st o5 o1 the course for thc lower referonca bool: clnsses it mnn%ioned &

"Boolt for Children's duoction" (Tn: Domo-ir-ose) whish vms o tronslation of

Chryvers?! "Horal Class Dook' ~nd for the hijher clussos. "Bducation on the

1 ]
2awnrds of Vireuo" (Iu: Innzoew Kumaio) o translation of on Suromecan othics book.

This frot lords us to conclude that our morrl cducntion nolicr of this

period wes basced ncialy uzon Jronocn-Americon othicrl theorics.

LY

Around ths 10%h yco-i of Lelii (Ta: 1877) nrruaents for the revival

of moral te~ching bnsed on "loynlty, f£ilinl pioty, Lonevolones ~nd rightoousnoss"

ecros2 ~nd tho Bdusntion idaistry connilod wnd »ublished the "Prin~rr School
ioral Tonchings (Shozrku Shushin Kun) in the 1%th yacr of isiji (1280). Tho
mein urdort of it vms to tonsh fundomental othic-1 »rincinleos based u~on tho
virtuss of loyalty, filiecl »ioty, bencwolinc: and rightoousncss (Dlaforasaco
Fos 1) In the fellovwiarz vaor (14th) (Ta: 1331) the r.vision of the noaunls
for the prinmnme rnd thoe middlo school cttrriculrs sms nde ~nd deferonce for
the moral tonching of layelty, filisl Diecty, Lonevoleacd ~nd rishteousness vwins
encourntzed thorsin. In Deceaber of ©he 13th roor of 2i0iji ( Tn: 1883) the
Inporicl Iousuhold Minlstry published -nd distridmt.d "Princin~l Items for the
boginnins courss in Mducntion' whieli nve exnositions on tho “wonty hasic

virtuss- of filixl obsdienco, leoy~lt-, i.ic bility, frisndshis, faith, studious-

noss., csyiration, sinsarity, bencvolinecs, zourtosy, olcin living, persovorenco,
: a. B s
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constoncy, intcpr ty -Y.L.Mligonew, cournge, foirness, ungnaninity, Jjust
Judgment cnd diligenco. Around tho 20th yoar of loiji (Tn: 1887) wvhon
revival novenents for Shintoism, Confucianism ~nd Buddhism bocome activo,
ﬁnstofn thought foundod upon tho ide- af liberalism ~nd equality had alrecdy
become foirly familicr in the country, nrousing s n consequence & confusion
in tho world of thought. In lino with tho ost~blishnent of an "Ioperially
Grentod Hetionnl Porlismontarionisn follovine the sronul ~ntion of the
Constitution" in the 22nd venr of iwiji (Tn: 1889) voicos for tho astablish-
nent of < definite H1l-a Zor noral cducntion becruzo loud. It finnlly rosultoed
in the »roauliation of tho "Imnorial Qescript on due~tion! in the 23rd -roor
of I'aiji (1890). Sinco thon, tho Dolicy of moral cduc-tion in our country
vhich boc~m= ostablishoed hns bocn cmstrnt throushout the Taisho and tho
Shovmy erns. It nust, thorofore, be snid thot mornl educ-tion in now Janan
has bcoen conductoed alvmys in connlinnge with the Irneri-~1 wiah expressed in
tho Izperinl Rescrint on “ducrtion.

The Inpsrirl Ruseript on Educ-tion rojuires tho cultiv-tion of
such virtuos as loy~lty, filinl piloty, friendship, harmony, trust, nodor~tion,
benavelenco, »ursucnces of lenrning ~nd ~ris, devalopiient of intellzctu~l fa-
cultics, perfection of noral Qovers, ceoasidor-tion for nublic good ~nd com:.on
intercsts, roesacet for tha éanstitutia: ~nd the laws nnd adherence to nmoral
courr.r ¢ nnd senso of nublice duty. It i.structs us th~t tho sup_ort cnd moin-
tononce of tho arosperity of fhc Inperial Throne is by the practics of thoese
virtues and is the truo woy snd duty of th> subjocts of Japen. 8ince the

e3rd yeor of ioiji (Th: 1890) tho text »oolis on morals in the srim~ry school
-94
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were devoted to L8CIUSTIONgE on Thac rirtucs :nd 1'CHC

AGdly rivon in oash
grmde (Reforonce io. 2) ., dowover, the Dedogogy o:["Herberi:, -which a8 populn
in the Janancso oducationsnl world ot that tine, nut emphasis on “lint:reat"
“nd advocatod o method wheore i:}terasts vere held tho most importont so that
niozravhies of oxumplary Jorsonnpgos wore to be gelooten ns tho nnin tenching "I
nmaterial, Accordingly it considered tho ~'ove vy of inpursonr.l discSursué on
virtucs uncducstional. {50 that timo ~n opinion for tho antionnlizntion of
primary school tert boois 1080 in both the Urper and Lower fouscs. A bill
for the Hurvoso was nretonn.d soversl tinmes and 9 ;}:*.ssﬁd. The iducotion
kinistry thoreudon cst-blished o commission and s“t roout in the 33rd year of
Meiji (Tn: 1980) thc compilntion of nmorals text books for prinsry school use
and upon complction of tho wvorle xv 'L:Iie 37th year of leiji (Ta: 1904) had

thar mut to use throughout the country. They worc of such = naturo as to
reclizo in the arimaryr school children thlo ossentinls of the Imporicl Re-

XS

script on iduc~tion by degreos in sten vdith the dovulonment >f +thoir nsychol-
0Zy o~nd living canditi‘ons (I‘-.oi‘ur.?nce e 3)

Rog'.rdig: taw s~id toxt ooks on zor-ls two eontirely opposite
sots of criticisms ~roso. Onc w=s that ther :mdo too ruch onph:sis of loy:1ty
and filial pioty :‘*.nci the othor vms that 4 =2do too 1little of tham. In tho
71st yeor of . eiji (1808) the govermiont astalidzshed an Invzstigation Con-
mission for govormnent Supervised schoo! tcxt books ~nd stortod in the ro-
vision of prf.:r.ry sc'hool text bools ¢n norils. Tho n:in points of revision

ot this tinmo vore: 1, The \bstroct cx 'ositions for the 3rd ~nd the 4th gredos

of the Highor Primery School Course, on thn theorotieal othical dutics such
=r L0 8
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as the Ydutics iy ~ -t. Cally", "t snesolr . e eh sy poopla” nnd "to the

nation and society" were replno.ce by oconcrete deserijtions of »ractiecal

mornls of tho stme kind ~s thosc £ivon for the othor prades ~nd 2. Tho

~ddition of somewhot dotaniled descristions of tho assentinls o° vocntional

ghor »rinory courso.

Llthou; h avory volurie underwont ravision for the s-kso of morc emdhasis on

"national nor~lity" obediont conplinnee with the snirit of the Imerial |

Rosoript on iduc~tism »-

§ unchangoedly hold ns tho fundamental ain.,

Revisinns
took place from tirme vo timo

~fter this ond in the Tnisho ora full tino

ocompilers wero crent.. i, the Educntion IMnistry to bo ongaged ia the work. of

| toxt book commilation. Thoir
o

compilod drafts vvors subnittad to the oconaont |

o and decision of ths Text-bool- (nvestigation Comrission. Yet in the traditionnl
' -

{ 20licy of our rioral cducition no chongs vms rnde. Only it nust be noted '

thet more cttontion canc to be enllad forth from about the 6th or 7th year

of Shovn (Tn: 1331 or 32) in the "eultivation of nntional consciousnouss" ng

¥ % oountor nicnsure opgrinat the problen of student thinking centoering nround

-arzisn. But this chicflyr conecerncd moral aduc~tion in th2 middlo and highor

! sclools.
| The cbstract "to incluents the basie eothic~) Princizles™ nhind

L boeon the only dofinition long in use ~5 “he s of the niddle school narals

oourse, until tho publiecation of th- Mrsic Tenching Plan for the ididdlo

n School Course" under -n Aducation ~walstry Ordinnaco. In the $4th renr of

feiji (1911) vhich stipulntod th-t ia tho mor~ls coursc in tho laowor grados

basic principloa of prrctical ethics should by taught ond in tho highsst two

- 1] =
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groades the gonornl i ili-o off othics Roforonce Ho. 4) Fownrds the ond of
tho Meiji EBra criticisn was raiscd ogrins thoe plan ns boing to0 nuch givon to
intcllectualisin nnd ~bstract thoorizine. Accordingly the plan'wts abolishod
=HR Jinetinel othios cnme to be taught in the highor grados too. Dut the
ol of tho middio sohool morals course nt thet time vms stipulated to he the
inculertion of c~rdinsl othieal Principl 3s nccordins to tho “Ig:crinl
«~cscript on Iducction." The introduction of th- id¢7 of the Fokolku Mo ichi

(Ti: Toy of Imperisl Japnn) into tho gonornl ain ns woll as into the basic
to

Plan of the wornls cours: of the niddlo school oduc~tion datus brck onl:,? oftor

the 18th yoor of Shovn (To: 1943) ~nd theroforo is of quite a recent nntter,
In sunnory, tho-princry ~in of mornl cduc tion in Jrpan waos frén tho 23rd
yeor of kciji (Tﬁ: 1880) bascd solaly on tho renlization of tho osgsentials of
cthics oxpounded in tho "Inpcerinl Roscript on Iducation",

III. The bssential Charactor of Janmnnoso Horal Bducation

I hove exploined that the mor:l educ~tion of the nov Jopon after
the 23rd ycor of liciji (Ta: 1890) hod for its f—::md::tion the "Tuporinl Roseript
on Zducntion": It is chorcctorized in its fundrniontal spirit br o conerote

fusion of Oriental ~nd Oc:idental mor-l idans, ~donted to the actusl circun-

staness of the Japancs: poople. At thy tinc of tho 10iji Rostoratioa tho

~anperor 12iji formulatid the nationn? salige in fire nrticlcs. Ia Article I

L

of which thero is: "Deliber-tive asscibli g 81211 be ostablished ~nd 211

neasuros of governnent sh-.ll be degis=d by nunlic opinion", ovidontly oXDrosscs

the Zupcror's iden th-t Javsh should ~dopt o constitutional {orm of government

following the woys of the licstern countrics. Another Article s~ys: "Uncivilizod

custons of fornmer tines shnll be broken through and everything shall bo based
' - 12 -
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unon the just =nd equ. «%% « Linciplas: of Witurc” ~nd should bo iaterproted os

the Imporicl wish that hls subjocts sizuld breckt dovm 21l ovil custons coming
down fron the foudnl ages and should conform with the greont way which is com:ion
to =11 tho n~tions of tho world. This Imperial wish is olcarly shavm in the
Lmcrisl Letter issucd ot the same timoe with tho above Imperinl Covonent. Tie
further und:rstend by "Knowladge shall be sought for threughout the world so
thet the walfare of the Enpire may bo. prompted”, tho Imperor showed the basie
ariacinlce of oduccation and moral tosching in the acw Jdannn. It wns ccoording
to this national nolicy thnt tho school cduc~tion in our country since the
cnactmont of tho "Bduer~tionnl System" in tho 65th year of 1:iji (Tn: 1872) heos
chiofly been dirccted towards the introduction ~nd ~cqguisition of .estorn
oulturc and civilizntion, I.hﬁT r1rondy roferrod to the f:ct that the
Educttianfuinistry in considur~tion »f the subsecquoent reactionary criticisns
about the negligences af'trﬁditian;l idcnls nnd good customs of the councry
cema to emphasize, aftoer the 13th yenr of weiii (Tn: 1880) moral educction
basod on the wirtucs of leyvalty, filinl »nisty, bonewvolonocs ~nd rightoousncss,
But, duriapr the sucond decnde of the lciji ara (1878-87) the Waestera idsa of
liborty ~nd equality, both in the politic-l ond moral fiocld hold swry ofcr
the socinl tendency os well ns the trond of thought of Janan of the time,
Around ths 20th vonr of ciji (Th: 1887) the strugsla botween
n-~tisnclism ond western ways grow veute -nd tho pcople in zonoral felt at a
loss whioh way to turn. Ilntioncl politicnl opinion was scttled Y the Dro-
aulgation of the Imperially Crantud Hationnl Constitution in the 22nd yoar of

leiji (Tn: 1889) but confusion of thought still continuud until the "Imperizl
-t 15 -
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. of
Resorint on “duct.tion was given in oraor to ol~rify the -olicy our noral

eduontion, ~nd to give solution end guidance to this thought oogtul'ion; This
*Imourdn] Roseripe®™ thoreforas, nsy be adejustoly rogardod as tho "Imporinlly
Gr nted Constitution® in tho world of thought. YOSITIKA®A, I{cnaoi: Education
1inistar ot that tino, on rcturning to his officinl rosidence o.ftor tﬁc
corcuony of roceivin;, the cbove montioncd inpcrinl nescrint, wroto dowﬁ his
inpressions of tho occnsion. In this docunont thorc is o »rssago to tho
followiag offcet: '

"The Govornuont doeides tho outvrrd fori: ~nd oduc~bion tho
inner matter. A comblete harmony of outward forn ~na immrd notter c2lono
cen attain serloction.” Myie wovanls his undcrstanding of tho rolatioaship
botween the Imperial Reseript wnt chic Imperinlly Granted mtionrl Constitution
end served to suynort our view that the "Imnerinl iloseript on Sdue .tion" is
like the Imperizlly Gront:d Notionnl Constitution, = conercte cmbodinonat of
soral purposc of tho world's just snd cguitedle wey adapted to the snocinl
sharactor of tho n~tionnl polity of J~ il

Tho nor~l tonohiaz shown ia tho Inporial Reseript on Educ-tion
is Mho sourcc of our cduc.tion" based unon "tho glory of the fundracatal
charaocter of our Bmpire". It loys its founi-tion on the Confuecian fomily
systen which has long bocen follovad in our country but widcly talmes in
Tiostorn othic~l idoas Ffor dofinins o..o's moral ~ttitudo townrds othor nconle,
towards onosolf, mad torards the country ~ad soolcty -t 1~rzoe It nicntions
filinl nioty, brotherly love and harmony . the fundsnontels of othies, fanily

ethics ~nd faith nnd bancsroleonce s nltizistic -"irtuos. As nmor.l dutics to
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onosolf it urges the developmont of snc's intcllectunl facultios an&'per-

footion of ono's morsl powors which ~ro to be foalizud through diligent cul-
R tivation of lourning ~nd of tho ~rts. It :lso toaches thnt*wg_ahould;bonr
| ourszlvos in modesty cnd moderction, loral oblipotions towards tho country
and corrmuaity,it instructs,consist in dovotion to nublic rmood ~nd cormon
i? intcrosts, rcapectf:l obsermnce of the Coastitution and the lows ~nd thea
'. resolution to offo? o, timo of cnergoney oncsolf courafceously to ‘the Stato.
Tho flescript concludes that =211 those constituto the duty of overy Japanesc
who c¢on by observing it contribute to the everlastinz prosnority of our
Imperinl Throns and our Japanosc Bmpirs. All thosc above rientioned virtues
agreo, in goneral spirit, with the mnia »orincinles nnintoined in the moral
courses given in France, and also with the theory of Duty held in nost books
on wostern cthics.

Thus, thc essentinl chorncter of Japnanose noral education, which
is based upoa the Imperinl Resgerint on iduc:tion, is penceful and cultural,

apd is neither rdlitaristic nor ngrressive. Tho Kescript's roforonco to

courage ~nd sclf offarin: ~s virtuos in cnmerponcios secrns to have comc fron

the fact that the rights and dutiocs of nationnl dofensc, which had bcen

» the oxclusive privilege ol the nilitary olass i1 the fuud-l ~gas, oomo to be

;r‘ sharod with the loy/islation of the Conserintion Law in the S5th yonr of

| poiji (Tn: 1872) unifornly by the peonlo ot large. In consider~tion of tho

{ fact thrt thore aro to~chings ian "sntriotisn” in the western countries, this
y singlo pessapge in the Naoserint should not bz tnlen ns indicotivo of nili-

a5 torism and agzressiveness naintcoined cos a volicy. Tho nisunderstanding about
o
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the nmilitary and agricses =2 charaete 2f our uduc*tion 2nd nationsl tonching
must dnte only aftor milltﬂry-trﬂinlng'm"a ﬂaalgncd in the currioula .of tho
govormuaent schools, nnd only ospociclly nftor*military mon in cetiva servico
wore sont to these schools to tako chargs of ths studoent troining and dis-
¢i‘line. It is tiuo thnt nftor the 141:1;1‘ year of Taisho (1925) these =ssigncd
officcrs -cve niliteory troining in public schools. But tho law stinulates
th~t thy assigned officers should troin tho students undor ths diractions of
tho school principals. In the following vexr, 15th of Taisho (Ta: 1226) the
Youta Training School vns nstitutad to givo milit~rv treining to young
workors in go 1ar~1. In tho 10thﬁy0"r of Shown (1935) it w-s comkinad with
the Technicnl Continuntion School and comeo to be exllod the Youth School
(Tn: Soinoﬁ G2ki0) (Tn: Jitsupr: Torshy Gakko) . In tho 13th vear of Show.
(1938) thet is, the yeor ~fter outbrézk‘of the Chinn Incidont in the 12th
yeor of Shows (Ta: 1¢37) the Youth School coursc vos noade compulsory for nll
young nen o8 o mocans of giving, thonm militory troining. This moasuro howcvor
wes limitoed cnlyr to the Youth 8chool, no chonga boing mndo in tho educctions]
cnd . moral training -olicw of othor scuools. Only, ~ftcr lugislntion - in the

16th yior of Shown (T 1941) of the I'xtion~1 School Ordin~nco wna it dceided

that thoe nin of sohool cduc-tion should comply vith the "oy of Imvorial Japan

(Tn: Iokoku o 'ichi)", Tt is mr Timg b 1i:f thet, the fict thot niliterisn

ond aggroaaivanan'w:a-not ineludod ia ths noral wduc-~tion in our goaorel’

schools is quite clenr by looking rt th: lnws. 7Th- quiclk: snrend of darocratio

idoas ond Joccoful spirit in all »orts of J2o-u sincc tho torminstion of the

war hos boeon o good proof for ths fzet of :bscue of such nilitant tondeneics
- 16"
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in tho trﬁditionﬁl Loral aducrntion -n our country.
Onc of tho snecinl charnctoristics of Jrpnnesc mfral cducrtion

is its moutel ottitudo tewnrd religion. I nove nontioned abovd'thnt,.at'tho
tino of tho licijt Rostoration, the "Kennngars ¥o lfiohi (Tn: tho woy in con-
for.dty with the will of thg gods) "™ wns ~neouragod by tho Depac~tnacnt of ﬁivinq
#orship (Ta: Jingi Sho). But sbhool cducation sinc: the introduction of the

dducﬁtlonnl System" in tho Sth yeer of Vedji (Tn: 1872) conductod mar;l

and ethical tenchings with no gpcoial religious or sectarian proferonces.

This is tho reason for our school educztion hnving-oftcﬁ‘bhﬁn.critic?zcd o8
boing cnti-religiouss The anonded cducation:l ordinnnecs issuod in tho fourth
docade of the weiji Erc (Tn: 1847-1906) vrohibited a1l roligious ritos and
corcmonies in tho vublic schouls. Religious frocdonm is ¢lenrly ccknowledged
in the Imperially Grented iletionnl Constitution. It is therelfore solf ovidont
that our moral sduc-tion which Urgos rospact for the Constitution nnd law cnn
not be of ~n ~ati-roligious character, Froodon of f2ith is ~ matter of in-
dividu~l conccrn. Tho public schools rive instructions only in the genoral
and common dutics of thu Jiprnesce peconle.  Tho likas of compelling studonts

and school childron to worship beforc Shinto s'irinos wos no more thon o

tamporary nhenomenon acconprnying the omorsoncy period subs: equont to tho

¥rnchurinn and Chin~ Incidonts. doruvsr, th.re are rcligious as woll as othic-l

sides in tho worshin of 5ods ~nd snirits of cncestors, nlso that the uneoursgo-

mont from tho cthicnl —oint of visw of such vorship is not totolly obsont in

our morals tixt books cithor. But the et th~t the noral «<ducation in our

‘country hirhly rosnccts the froodom of roligion, ~nd stands neutral toword
- ]7 5
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all religlons éan be clgﬁrly secn in o falr troatmont of students in tho
public schools rogardless of thoir rclipious denominctions.
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In accordancc wita my conscionce I svias to toll tho whole truth withholding
S .

nothing ~nd ~dding nothing.

YOSHIDA, Funmcji (eenl)

On this 18th doy of Janunry 1947
et Yemngrte Prefocturo

Nalza scvn=cuarsa,

fipashi Sumitame Gun, X

DEPONMNT Y. SHIDA, Fum~ji (senl)
I, YALADA, Hanzo, herebr cortifyy that the 2bovoe statcment was

‘sworn to bv the Doponcnt w o ~ {Pixoe his siganturo ond sonl thoreto in the

prnséﬁcﬂ of this witness.

On the s ne d~tc ot

Witness (signcd) YALADA, Honzo (senl)
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S:iCLN DEPOSITION | ' - ¥

Doponcnt: YOSIIID.., Kuwanji XS E =g Tl e

e.ving first duty sworn cn onth 1s on cttachid she .t ~nd in fe-

.r
cord~nca with the procucurs follow.d i3 my country I horeby duposc :s follows:
T eSLATION G ATIFICLTE ~
I,.Yukio Kcwomoto, of tho Dafonse Lensurze Bronch, hurcby
ccrtify that the forcproing translation dcseribed ia the shov. curtifice
is to th- best o my knowludge ~nd belicf o corr.ct translation ond s
as naer s vossiblc to the m.oonizng oFf the original documcnt.
' ¢ :
/ S / Yukio Xnvmmoto
; ' Yukio Kevonmoto
Tolyo, Jopon
Datc 26 Fcb 47
"Syrora Dusosition of YOSITIDL, Kumaji™ |
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