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"+ Letter from Admiral H, R. Stark to Admiral J. 0, Richardson
N 7 May 1940,
(Copy of Mr, Edison's letter of 5/7 enclosed)
Confidential Mailed 5/8/40 to cateh clipper

of 5/14
7 MAY 1940,

Dear J, 0.: Just hung up the telephone after talking with
the President and by the time this reaches you you will have

received word to remain in Hawaiion Waters for a couple of
weeks, |

When the Fleet returns to the Coast (and I trust the delay
will not be over two weeks, but I cannot tell) the President
has asked that the Fleet schedulc be so arranged thet on ex-
tremely short notice the Fleet be able to return concentrated
to Hawailan Vaters. This will present somewhct of a problem
in lugging around more oil with you perhaps than usual and
keeping more provisions on board because if action is wanted
it will be wznted quickly. 43 fer as I can see, your pro-
posed schedule mects this requlrement and unless you hear to
the contrary you may assume it okay, i

‘I J -"l - t"‘t

I am gled you want to run East to have a talk in the Depart-
ment. Had you not suggested it, I would have mysecli, We have
been making some close examinations into the War Ilians recent-
ly and I remarked at the time I wished you could have been
present. I trust your arrivel here will not be delzycd over
about two weeks, beyond what i+ nermully would have been,

Of course you know the though® behi:d the above and that
1s that the Itallan situaticn is exirenely delicote, the two
weeks ahead regarded a:z critical; then - - -« 27?777 nobody can
answer the riddle just now,

I am still hopeful that our Expansion Bill w:- 3 go through,
The Appropriation Bill has alsoc to be acted on. ('ftner than
these two items nothing of particular inierest *rnt T can
think of for the moment from the Flect ssandpcin,

I hope to get money for elevation or thae NEW 0Ky TEXAS
and ARKANSAS guns, My feoling is tha* lhese siips are of
1ittle use as is, and thax evca If they -ave to be ot of

\ the Fleet under overzaul a2t 2 coisical time, we should go
ahead with them. Do yoa concur?

Am also looking into the gueztion of one or two more flag
officers in Atron which I beiieve you desire, =

Am delighted you are able to give War Plans your personal

t

{

yr attention, Personally I think it is one of our most important
jobs,

I don't know how you feecl about 1t, but I have always felt R
| that CincUS was loaded un with fce mucr in the vay of matarial
' matters and acdministration: 2a1d +%a% in genevol materiocl matters

should not go beyond typs cczaiicor:. ot xentt rs far as rout-
ine items are concerned. For rxamuie 35 Cor e tros wernts %o
find out something about hisz Castraryers, i 021 sent ‘o7 Come

desbatfor tell him,-or better %111, 22: Zuxaes otror weite

him or see him frequently eno.az) 1o =ean n:x AN §cas1al touch,
It seems to me force commanderc siiniif not nove o clgn or
even think about the thousand asy: cne material detalls which

must detrcct from their more important dutles; let the type
commanders do this.*

* This is just thinking out loud - but I would like to talk

this over with you when you are h.erei ; -
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7 lMay 1940,

I know you have a tough job in submitting the names of six
rear admirais from amozz whom three may be ear marked for
furlough. T have got to do the same myself, If you and
Peck agree it will auvbomrtleally meke 1%t easier. I just
mentioned to ika President the advisability of apnointing
the three of us tc coastituse a3 beerd to actually meet and
male this recomnendztion. 1his weuld take eway any political
repercussions so F=r as the President is concerned., However,
he didn't take %o whis adea and sa’d all he wanted was to
be told verpally ithe nancs.

ish best wishes as always

Sincerely, e
S o

Admiral J. 0. RICHARDEON, USN,

Commarder in Ohief. ¥, 5, Fleet,
USE - "Pennsyrvehiz,F Peari Harbor, T. H.
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