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PROGRESS OF THE WAR

Internal difficulties of the Axis countries, reflected last week in the
Tokyo cabinet change, were even more dramatically revealed on the
20th by the announcement that a group of German army officers had
unsuccessfully attempted to assassinate Hitler and overthrow the
covernment. A series of official German broadcasts and the usual
reports from neutral sources shed little licht on the extent of the plot.
The Nazis, however, appear temporarily at least to have retained thelr
hold on the country and tightened their control of the Army by a
number of changes in the High Command. Prime Minister Winston
Churchill, commenting on the erisis in Germany during a visit to the
Normandy beachhead, told British soldiers that there are ‘“orave
signs of weakness In Germany”’ and that ‘‘opposite you IS an enemy
whose central power is crumbling.”

* W W

The German military position in Kastern Europe continued to
deteriorate this week as the Red Army pushed forward on an 800-mile
front extending from the Baltic to the Carpathians. The principal
cains were scored south and southeast of Warsaw where Soviet troops,
in forcing the Bug River, crossed what the Russians consider the
castern border of Poland. Marshal Rokossovsky’s First White Rus-
sian Army is now only 60 miles from Warsaw itself. Farther south,
Red troops have cut the last north-south railroad east of Warsaw and
advanced to the banks of the Vistula River, the last natural defensive
barrier before German Silesia. They have also established bridge-
heads across the San River, west of encircled Liwow.

In the north, the Russians developed further their threat to 1solate
the German forces in the Baltic states by thrusting a deep salient into
Lithuania, advancing to withm 795 miles of the Latvian capital of
Riga and cutting all rail lines leading out of Dvinsk. By the capture
of Pskov, Ostrov and adjacent territory, the Red Army cleared the
enemy from all pre-1939 Soviet soll.
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WESTERN EUROPE

Ground Operations

In the U. S. sector there was little change during the first part of
the week. The enemy pocket on the east bank of the Vire above St.
Lo was cleared on the 20th. U. S. patrols advanced about a mile
south of St. Lo and outposts were established at several pomts along
the St. Lo-Periers road. On the 21st an enemy attack in the Raids
area was repulsed. On the 22d our troops crossed the Seves River,
northeast of Periers and took the town of Seves, but a German
counter-attack on the following day forced us back across the river.

At 1000 on the 25th, after aggressive patrolling the day before, an
offensive was launched along a 6-mile front across the St. Lo-Periers
road. The attack was preceded by a very heavy air and artillery
bombardment, in the course of which 1,575 heavy bombers of the
Eighth Air Force dropped about 3,400 tons of fragmentation bombs
in an hour’s time. This was followed up with attacks by medium
and fighter bombers of the TAI" which dropped an additional 1,000
tons. Our troops made good progress under a rolling artillery bar-
rage. Despite the extremely difficult character of this bocage coun-
try, which is cut up into tiny fields bounded by decp ditches and dirt
walls sometimes 5 feet high, they crossed the road and, by midunight,
had reached points 1% miles beyond it. TFurther advances to the
south will tend to outflank the Germans to the east, who are still
holding out south of St. Lo, and those to the west who are defending
Perier and Coutances.

The Second Army offensive, which began so auspiciously with an
armored breakthrough south and east of Caen on the morning of the
18th, failed to make substantial progress. Stiff German resistance de-
veloped and heavy rains subsequently turned the whole countryside
into a sea of mud.

On the 19th, Beitish troops took Bras, Soliers and Bourguebus—
points 3 to 4 miles south of Caen at which they had been held up on the
previous afternoon. On the east flank, however, attacks on Krenou-
ville and Emieville, where a strong anti-tank screen had been en-
countered late on the 18th, failed. Frenouville was taken by infantry
on the 20th, but it was not until the afternoon of the 22d that Emieville
fell into our hands. Still farther east, after slight advances that
brought us to the outskirts of Troarn, progress ceased. On the right
flank of the breakthrough, on the 19th the Canadians advanced
rapidly down the east bank of the Orne reaching Fleury at 1600 and
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On the 24th it was announced that 60,958 German prisoners have
been taken. More than 50,500 of these were captured by the U. S.
First Army, which has also buried 8,094 (Germans.

The British Sccond Army has put 593 German tanks out of action
since our landings. Of these more than 250 have been destroyed.

French Forces of the Interior

During the period July 4th-15th, according to a SHAEF communi-
que, the FFI continued their extensive sabotage operations, despite
the efforts of German troops, supported by aircraft and armor, Lo
suppress them. A panzer division moving to Normandy was delayed
for 30 hours and lost 80 killed and 300 wounded. A train carrying
flying bombs in eastern France was reported derailed and completely
destroyed. Between June 24th and July 6th, 26 bridges, most of
which were on strategic routes, were destroyed or seriously damaged.
Canal traffic has also been interrupted, high tension lines cut and
(ransformer stations destroyed. The Paris-Berlin cable, for instance,
has been cut periodically. Fighting in east central France, 1n the
Paris area and in Brittany is tying down German troops and has cost
the enemy many casualties.

According to the Paris radio Col. Gen. Otto von Stuelpnagel,
Militaerbefehlshaber in France, was seriously wounded on the 21st
during an inspection in eastern Irance. General Stuelpnagel’s
headquarters are in Paris, and he 1s responsible for the supervision
of the native population, the local detenses, internal security and the
supply and maintenance of Germany army personnel in France.

Sea Operations

On both flanks of the assault area our ships and planes continued
this week to intercept enemy surface craft which were attempting to
attack our shipping. In the course of these actions 14 R-boats and
an Flbing class destroyer were damaged. The destroyer, in company
with 3 or 4 E-boats, was encountered oft Cap d’Antifer (north of lLe
ITavre) on the night of the 21st by a British destroyer. Several 4-
ineh hits were scored on the enemy vessel, which was further dam-
aged in a subsequent bombing attack by aircraft.

In attacks on enemy shipping, MTB’s sank two tankers and pos-
sibly a third off the Dutch coast, and coastal command planes dam-
aged an enemy merchant ship off Guernsey (Channel Islands). Off
Heleoland, on the night of the 21st, RAF planes attacked a 40-ship
enemy convoy. Torpedo hits were secured on 4 merchant ships, two
of which were left sinking, 5 escort vessels were set on fire and most

of the other ships in the convoy were damaged.
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On the 19th, two British cruisers shelled enemy mortar positions
east of the Orne. On the 25th a monitor and a gun boat shelled
positions in the same area.

On two days this week bad weather severely hampered unloading.
Air Operations

This week, through the 22d, a total of 29,300 tons was dropped, as
compared with 34,600 tons last week. The weather was bad and
caused a considerable curtailment of operations, especially in Nor-
mandy during the first part of the week. However, 1t improved to
permit heavy air support for the opening of the offensive in the St. Lo
ca on the 25th. Incomplete reports indicate that at least 8,225 tons
were dropped in the battle area, as compared with last week’s 10,000
tons. Of this total, 950 tons were dropped by U. S. heavy bombers
on the 24th, 3,400 tons by heavy bombers on the 25th and 1,225 tons
by the TAF on the same day. The RAF dropped some 3,875 tons on
flyinge bomb launching and supply sites between the Seine and the
Belgian border. This is the smallest tonnage devoted to this type of
tareet since the first week of the employment of this missile.

Railroad installations were hit with 4,500 tons this week; a con-
siderable weight of hombs was again devoted to the comiunications
from west central Germany into France. Among the targets hit
were Coblenz (235 tons), Ludwigshafen (150 tons), and Strasbourg
(210 tons), all on the Rhine, and Saarbriicken (500 tons 1in two attacks).
Thus the trend noted recently towards attacking the communications
from west central Germany into France was continued this week.
The Revigny junction, which received a 270-ton attack last week,
was hit this week with 570 tons. This is an important point where the
Paris-Strasbourg line crosses the main line from Calais to southern
France. The only other rail target in France this week was the junc-
tion at Aulnoye, (580 tons), where the Paris-Brussels line crosses
the many lines leading to the Channel coast. The heaviest single
rail attack of the week was a 2,000-ton bombing of the junction at
Courtrai in Belgium where lines from Lille, Calais, Ostend, Ghent
and Brussels come together. Rail junctions in this area were heavily
and frequently hit in the weeks immediately preceding our landings
in Normandy.

The RAF made two attacks on successive nights on an oil storage
depot at Donges, near Nantes in northwestern France.

A total of 1,475 tons were dropped on airfields this week, all by
U. S. heavy bombers. Of this total 530 tons were dropped on 4
fields in the Paris area on the 23d. The remainder was expended on
airfields in the Reich during a series of attacks on industrial targets.

601410—44——2 Confidential
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The rest of the week’s operations were directed against industrial _ Germany
targets in the Reich. The attack on the 0.11011’1}”8 oil and aircraft 1n- * On the QOth, according to @ series of official ann()uncements and
dustries, which fell off markedly last week, was resumed on a heavy broadcasts, an attempt was made on the life of Hitler by a group of
seale.  Almost 3,500 tons werc dropped on synthetic oil plants in the | disaffected officers plotting to overthrow the government. The
lower I{ll.ll‘l.{'%lﬂ.lld and the :Rlllll‘, 'Whﬂ@ 1450 tons were dl"OppCd on assassina,tion a,ttempt fﬂil@d’ although I—Ilﬂer was Singed and SBVGI‘&l
aircraft components and assembly factories in the Leipzig and Regens- of his “dear collaborators’”’ were killed. The ringleaders in the plot
burg arca. In addition, 900 tons were dropped on ball bearing fac- have been discovered and dealt with, according to the Nazis. A
tories in Schweinfurt, Leipzig and Edelsbach, 270 tons on a chemical number of changes have been made in the High Command: Col. Gen.,
factory ab Hollreichskreuth and 260 tons on 4 motor vehicle factory Hans Guderian has succecded Col. Gen. Kurt 7 oitzler as Army Chief
at Russelsheim. Most of these targets were hit 1n the course of three | of Staff and Himmler has been appointed « Commander of the Army
extremely heavy U. S. Lomber missions on three successive days: on | at home,” charged with the task of “creating order at last.”
the 19th. 1,240 B-17’s and B-29's were dispatched, on the 20thy | B The first word of thesc events was confined to a brief announcement
1,275, and on the 21st, 1,115. A total of 8,225 tons wWere dropped dur- of the attempt on Hitler’s life. This was followed up shortly by a
ing these three operations. In addition to the targets already enu- radio broadcast by Hitler himself, presumably designed to demon-
merated, Munich was hit with 250 tons and Augsburg with 275 tons . strate that his life had ‘ndeed been spared, and by speeches by Docnitz
during these attacks. The RAT dropped 3,025 tons on Kiel in & very and Goering pledging the loyalty of the Navy and Lufftwalle, respec-
concentrated attack on the night of the 23d and 1,925 tons OI. Stutt- tively. Although various generals, including, besides Guderian,
gart the following night. Kluge (West), Weichs (Balkans) and Rentulic (Finland), have subse-
RAF Mosquitos made 4 raids on Berlin (275 tons), and one each quently ‘ssued statements along the same lines, it is perhaps significant
on Hamburg (25 tons), Frankfurt (15 tons), Cologne (10 tons), that only one of the Army commanders on the Eastern Front, Field
Diiren and Bremen. Marshal Walter Model, has been heard from and then only after 5
Enemy activity over Normandy again averaged about 350-400 days of silence. ; '
sorties daily. Most of these were defensive patrols, but minelaying In the days following these announcements, a flood of rumors
.1 the unloading area was continued at night. Flying bombs were emanating from Bern, Stockholm and the usual neutral sources has
launched at a somewhat higher rate than usual. According to uncon- killed off or arrested most of the Ger_lera.l officers on the active list,
firmed reports, the Germans may now also be using launching sites but only four names have been mentioned by the Nazis themselves
considerably inland or in Belgium. (CORRECTION: In the O.N. L One of these is a Lt. Col. Count von Stauffenberg, who had access t0
WeekLy of July 12, 1944, the incomplete installation in the lower Hlt!er’s entourage and who, 1t 18 claimed, .pla,yed the rqle of assassin.
photograph opposite . 5193 was described as ““apparently intended He is “‘no longer among the 11V1ng,.”9?ccorfhng to theNams. .T-he others
for the launching of flying bombs.” This installation was intended . are Col. Gen. Ludwig Beck, who, 1018 clmmeﬂ., commited suicide on his
for use in connection with a new type of missile, and not to launch arrest, Geqeral of Infantry, Fre'dench Olbricht, who was shot atter a
the flying bombs described on pp. 5994-95 of the issue of July 12th.) court mart:ml, and Col. Gen. Erich Hoepner, who 1s still under arrest.
There appeared to be a slicht increase 1n the number of long-range : Gea. Olbricht, who was &CCUSC'«_{ of being th_c ringleader, was heaq of
reconnaissance sorties from Norway over the Jan Mayen-Iceland the General Army Office, i}-seci‘:lon of the High Command respons1ble
sector of the North Atlantie, but no anti-shipping activity over the for Inspectorates and Mobilization. The Gengml Army Office is under
Bay of Biscay was reported durine the week. the Home Command. This probably explains the removal of 1ts

Commander, General Fritz Fromm. Although Fromm is a loyal Naz
he has a reputation for being somewhat casygoing and has probably
been held responsible for the revolt of one of his leading subordinates.
Both the remaining officers implicated in the plot are on the retired
list. Gen. Hoepner was retired in 1942. Previously he had com-
manded the 4th Panzer Army. Gen. Beck, who was born In 1880,
served in the last war as an artillery officer. Several years before

The enemy’s air opposition to our operations was acain light. Our
claims were 149/24/55. Of these, 109/16/41 were claimed by U. S.
bombers and escorting fighters during their three daylight penetra-
tions of the Reich. At least 20/1/11 of the planes claimed wele not
airborne. Our own losses amounted to 235 aircraft of all types.
This includes 15 bombers known to have landed in Switzerland.
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the Nazis came to power he succeeded von Blomberg as chief of the
Truppenamt, a camouflaged version of the General Staff, which had
been set up when that organization was forbidden by the Versailles
Treaty. In 1934, when the General Staff was reintroduced, he was
made its chief. At the same time he is said to have begun to oppose
Hitler’s expansionist poelicy. Beck was also the leader of a group
of officers who resisted the introduction of Nazi political ideas and
Nazi indoctrination into the Army. 1In 1936 he opposed Hitler’s plan
to occupy the Rhincland, and in 1938 he opposed the occupation
of Austria, in both cases on the grounds that these acts would pre-
cipitate war. It was this last conflict which led to the removal of
Fritsch, the commander-in-chief of the Army, and 16 other generals.
Beck offered his resignation at this time but 1t was not accepted.

Beck opposed the occupation of Czechoslovakia, and, early 1n
September 1938, is said to have written a long memorandum outlining
the long-range consequences of this move. In this he 1s supposed to
have predicted a world war for which, he stated, Germany was not
prepared. This provoked Hitler’s resentment, and Beck was removed
on November 1, 1938. He held the rank of general of artillery at that
time and it is likely that on his retirement he was elevated to the rank
of colonel general. Though there is ample evidence in his career of
opposition to Hitler’s policies, 1t 1s not entirely credible that he 1nsti-
cated the plot since he is said to have been under surveillance since
his removal {rom office.

There are other mysteries in these events. Taken at therr face
value, the various announcements of Hitler and his fellow Nazis
indicate great alarm and distress. Thus Goering announced on the
20th that only his own orders and those of Col. Gen. Stumpft, com-
mander of the Central Air Fleet based in the Reich, were to be obeyed
and stated that in case of doubt confirmation should be secured by
telephone. Hitler, too, referred to “usurpers” who ‘“‘arrogantly”
assumed authority and whose orders, he declared, were not to be
obeyed. All of this supports the story, which the Germans allowed
through their censorship, that an elaborate plot, in which many
important personages were involved, actually existed and was only
nipped in the bud at the last moment. Indeed, according to the
official version provided for the edification of German troops, an
“officer clique’” which was connected with ““an enemy power” managed
to get control of “certain means of communications” through the
connivance of a junior officer. Through these channels, according to
this version, orders were sent to a Major Remer, commander of a
battalion of the Berlin guard, telling him that Hitler was dead, that
disorders were occurring in the Reich and that the Army had been
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obliged to take over the government. He was then ordered to occupy
certain government buildings in Berlin. This he did, but Dr.
Goebbels, the story continues, convinced him that he was obeying
faked orders and a telephone conversation with the Fuehrer himself
convinced the major that Hitler was alive. In this way, and because
of a merciful providence which spared ths Fuehrer’s life, the plot came
to nothing and all that was required was to round up the traitors and
punish them.

While this version is not lacking in plausibility, there 1s ample
evidence in the Nazis’ past of faked, or partly faked, events of this
kind. In 1933, they rid themselves of the socialist and communist
deputies by burning down the Reichstag, claiming this act of arson
to be the work of their enemies, and then, in the excitement which
followed, eliminated all the opposition. Again the following year,
the famous ‘“‘blood purge’ was nothing more than a device, under the
cuise of a threat to the state, for disposing of various discontents
and dissidents. At that time there was no ‘“‘plot,”’ in the sense of a
coordinated plan for overthrowing the Nazis; the Nazis simply
created for themselves an opportunity for removing all potentially
dangerous persons.

It is not impossible that a similar situation existed on the 20th.
The Nazis knew, of course, that many officers like Beck were opposed
to their policies and they would naturally desire to rid themselves
of these persons. It cannot be supposed that only captured officers
like Lit. Gen. Edmund Hoffmeister (see Eastern Europe, in this issue
of the WrEKLY) are dissatisfied with Hitler’s “intuitive’” strategy or
feel that a continuation of his regime will result 1n irretrievable
disaster. While the Nazis insist, for personal reasons, on fichting on
to the bitter end, some of the generals may hold that Germany’s
interests are best served by concluding a lost war while the. Reich’s
military power is still intact and the fighting is still on foreign soil.
Moreover, the Armyv is the only group in the Reich in a position to
oive effect to its discontent. It alone has the power to stage a suc-
cessful rebellion; it alone has in any measure managed to resist Nazi
infiltration. Hence it is the only group which the Nazis have to
fear at home. Under these circumstances, it 1s not at all impossible
that they would either stage an assassination attempt, as they staged
the Reichstag fire, or seize upon some genuine but isolated private
attempt (of which there have been many) on Hitler’s life as an excuse
for disposing of any persons they regard as dangerous, regardless of
whether these persons had any connection with the attempt. The
fact that the Nazis make use of this opportunity in order to try to

dominate the Army does not, of course, necessarily mean that they
created the opportunity.
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) In any case, immediate steps Were taken by the N::Lz1sltlo bﬁ'mgwiz,gz
army under the control of the party. II,immlel: Rl‘oba ly has wi

' ' symbolic of the
pOWers as « sommander in chief at home,”’ and 1t is S} p A
change that has come that an order has now beep issued ma ﬂilb'
Hitler salute compulsory in the Wehrmacht. This f)l}a.nge in relation-
ship of the Party and Army is one of the fow positive facts to 1ssue

: he confusion.

fwgls)thei 's the obvious intention to extract the last final ounce of
offort from the war-weary German public. Qn the.. o5th Hitler
‘ssued a decree appointing Goebbels “R(}i@h Plemp(.:)tent-mry for T(‘)ta,l
War,”’ with sweeplng powers to ““cxamine the entire state orgamza-f-
tion”” and “to adapt the whole public life” to the reql}u'emgnts 0
the war. There are several points of interest 1N connection T\"lth johe
move. One is the fact that the “Stalingrad” Fe‘clmlque 1S b'emg1
exactly followed, that is, that a moment of' crisis and Cl‘IlOthlI)lI&
tension is being utilized to make further sacrifices less unpalatable.
A second is the way 1n which the decree was promulaged. Elstea-d
of appointing Goobbels directly, Hitler mstructefl Goering Eo ‘nomi-
nate a candidate,” who turned out to ‘be Goebbels. T l-ns: was
probably done to avoid offending Goering’s tender sjen51b11'1t1(is,
especially since he and Goebbels are reported to be bitter riva s
But, however phrased, the new appmntmcnt means a very cox:mdel-
able increase in the latter’s power. His functions w1}l also d{l*gct,ly
infringe those of Speer and Sauckel, who are, respect-nfely, Minister
of War Production and Commissioner for the Allocation of Labqr,
and this probably means that Speer, whose star has recently becen In
the ascendent, has fallen out of favor. ,'Speer has probabl_y _don.e as
cood a job as was possible under the circumstances and it is to be
doubted whether, since the bottom of the manpower barrel has long
since been reached, Goebbels can cffect any SIgl}lﬁcant results.

In addition to their exploitation of the plﬁot in order to get a ﬂ-rm
orip on the Army and home front, the Nazis may also (be p»rlep:;m‘m;':‘.__;';l
a scapegoat for the time when the collapse comes. In 1918, althoug
it was the Army which demanded that the ClV}l covernment seek an
armistice, it nevertheless managed to make 1t appear t.hﬂ,t; qO.feat
was the result of a treacherous collapse of the home front. This was
the famous ‘‘stab in the back” theory whi(.:.h the Army used to
explain away its defeat i the ﬁold: The Nazis may f(j.el the neodbi)f
preparing an excuse for their coming de['e.at. 'lﬂlus will presumably
take the form of an attack on the amstoc:m.‘tlc. Junkers Wh_o are
charged with attempting to sabotage the socialistic state. This line
comes out clearest in a violent speech of Dr. Robert Ley‘ ‘01 the Labor
Front, who denounced the insticators of the plot as blueblooded
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dirty dogs, lunatics and idiots, criminals and murderers. Here,
Germans, you see reaction and Bolshevism walking arm in arm—
Stalin and German Counts arm in arm.” It also appears in the
charge by Gen. Kurt Dittmar, the military commentator, that
defeats in the east are the result of “sabotage” by certain generals.
The plot is also being used by Nazi propaganda to arouse love and
admiration for the Fuehrer who was so miraculously prescrved.
“ As for the Fuchrer,” declared Goebbels, “he is in God’s hands. . . .
I can only say that if his salvation was no miracle, then there just
are no miracles at all.”’

The reaction of the German public to this propaganda barrage
cannot be predicted with any confidence. The fact that high-
ranking officers, who presumably are in a position to judge Germany’s
military prospects, arc admitted to have adjudeed the situation to
be hopeless might be expected to have a depressing effect on morale.
On the other hand, the fact that these highly placed persons could
not bring off a successful revolt may impress the German people—as
the Nazis obviously intend that it should—with the strength of the
regime. But whatever actually happened on the 20th, the events of
that day positively substantiate rumors of dissension among the
leaders of the Reich. Even if there were no widespread plot, the
Nazis would never have gone to such lengths unless there were a
powerful current of opposition to their policies and a widespread
desire for peace on the part of members of the High Command.

With Hitler, when the bomb went off and subsequently announced
to have died of wounds suffered in the explosion were General of
Aviators Korten, Chief of Staff of the GAF, and Maj. Gen. Heinz
Brandt, of the Operations Group of the Army General Staff. General
Korten, who became Chief of Staff less than a year ago was reported
to be a zealous and devoted party member rather than a brilliant air-
man. General Brandt, on the other hand, was, according to General
Guderian, one of the Reich’s best officers.

Naval Dispositions.—The two obsolete battleships Schleswig-Holstein
and Schlesien are both reported at Gdynia. Theheavy cruiser Admaral
Scheer is still unlocated but probably in the Baltic. The heavy cruiser
Luetzow and the light cruiser Koeln have moved across the bay from
Gdynia to Hela. The heavy cruiser Admaral Hipper, which was last
reported off the Aaland Islands, was reported off Gdynia on July 6th,
and the heavy craiser Prinz Fugen, which was at Gdynia on the 6th,
had left there by the 19th and is now unlocated. There has been no
change in the disposition of destroyers but ther. is now thought to be

only one torpedo boat, a reduction of two since July 1st, in the Biscay
area.
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Radio-Controlled Armor-Piercing FX Bomb.—In addition to the Hs.
293 radio-controlled, jet-propelled glider bomb, the Germans have
employed another radio-controlled missile, the armor-piercing “FX”’
bomb, against Allied shipping in the M editerranean and, more recently,
against a British port.

The FX bomb weighs 1,400 kg. and 1s desiened primarily for high-
level attacks on capital ships, cruisers, or other heavily armored
targets. According to Army Air Force sources, it 1s usually released
at approximately 155 mph Indicated Air Speed at an altitude of about,
20,000 fect. A high altitude of release 1s said to be essential in order
to give tha bomb sufficient velocity to penetrate heavy armor and to
provide the observer in the attacking plane sufficient time to apply any
necessary corrections to the bomb’s course. In order to facilitate
following and controlling the bomb, the plane climbs and reduces
speed eight to ten seconds after the release of the bomb. It 1s thought
that only small lateral variations of course can be applied to the FX,
unlike the Hs. 293, during its fall. The releasing plane will normally
continue on a straight course and will be almost over the target at the
moment of the bomb’s impact.

0il Production.—Synthetic oil production in June was reduced by
50 percent and the output of refined products from crude petroleum
by Germany and her satellites by 40 percent, according to M. Dingle
Foot, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Economic Warfare.

So great has been the damage inflicted on refineries, particularly
those at Ploesti, that the combined crude oil production of Germany,
Austria, Hungary and Rumania is considerably in excess of the refinery
capacity available. As a result, a substantial part of the production
of the wells has been shut down.

Sweden

Since the British announcement that small British vessels success-
fully ran the Nazi blockade of the Skagerrak last winter, the Swedish
press has published some details of this traffic, which heretofore have
been withheld at the request of the authorities. The ships put in at
Lysekil, a small port north of Goteborg. The first British vessel to
appear was the Gay Viking which made port in October 1943 and was
carefully guarded by the Swedish State police. Soon other vessels
arrived, usually two at a time, and it was generally known that they
came to load ball bearings, each ship taking 50 to 100 tons. Swedish
naval ships are said to have escorted the British boats while in Swedish
waters. The Germans became aware of the traffic and, toward the
end of October, the Konigsberg radio reported that British “warships”
were lying in the Swedish harbor of Lysekil.
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Denmark

The Danish Foreign Ministry in Copenhagen is reported to have
estimated that 675 acts of sabotage were committed in Denmark dur-
ing 1943. Of these, half were aimed at installations of the German
Army and half at industries working for Germany. In addition, there
were two series of attacks on railroads in Jutland, attacks on trans-
former stations, German telephone lines and other communications
and acts of “political sabotage,” as the destruction of property of
Danish Nazis is called. It may be pointed out that this estimate 1s
conservative, since the Danish authorities desire to minimize the
effects of sabotage on industrial production in the hope of persuading
the Germans to stop the execution of saboteurs.

601410 —44—3 ‘
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Italy E
qubstantial gains were made along the entire front this week 1n O
spite of bad weather at the beginning and stiffening enemy resistance. o
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N ost important ot the week’s advances Welt made by American troops
in the coastal area. After occupying Leghorn last week, the Ameri- —
cans drove north to enter Pisa and mop up resistance south of the <«
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Arno from 1its mouth to a pomt over halfway to Florence. In this
drive they fought through unusually strong tortifications consisting of
mine fields, pill boxes, W ive, anti-tanle guns, ditches and concrete road |
blocks. These defenses WEIC especially strong just south of the river |
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near its mouth.
All enemy resistance - Pisa south of the river has been ended, and |
street-to-street fichting continues in the northern part of the city
around the famous Leaning Tower—still undamaged according to

reports. last of Pisa our troops have crossed the Arno Canal and 5 0
occupied (ascina on the Florence-I’1sa road below the river. They 5 2

continued to consolidate their positions south of the river, taking San ‘- .
Miniato, and at the end ot the week were firmly ostablished along the 2 T~
windimg south bank from the sea 1O within 18 miles of Florence. N \%
Americans also took (astelfiorentino, 17 miles southwest of the city = E
on a secondary road. Meanwhile the Grermans were shelling Ponte- .. = -

Jera and firing Jarge-caliber chells into Leghorn. They covered
bridges across the Arno with machine and anti-tank guns, and appear
to have fortified the north bank from Pisa to the sea. The mouti
of the Arno has been blocked by sunken ships and other obstacles.
The closest approach to Florence along the arc that is closing upon
the city was made by the Rritish Eighth Army. Driving north from
Pocoibonsi, taken last week, fresh New 7oaland troops who have
replaced the French in that sector took Tavernelle and continued
qorth of Stroda 1o within 10 miles of Florence. A few miles to
the east, on the Siena-Xlorence road, units of a South African armored
division captured Greve. North and west of Arezzo British infantry
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units advanced to take Castelnuovo and captured Dan Giovannil. ; E%xg
Tn the Tiber River valley Indian troops reached the vicimty of | 55F w
. ‘ . . . . tﬁn , .--
Sansepolero, 10 miles northwest of Citta di Castello, which was i 530 c ]
: -
- L
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captured after a weok of hard fighting.

On the Adriatic front Polish troops have pushed northwest about 10
miles along the coast from Ancona and land have made gams of 5
to 10 miles. They now command the ap proaches to Senigallia.
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Official reports reveal that he German 278th Division lost from _
3,000 to 4,000 men killed, captured, or wounded in the fighting between harbor b}" large caliber eneiy ghns has not prevented salvage and
Peoscara and Ancona. reclamation work from getting underway.

The enemy is now reported to have 26 djvisions in Italy, 17 of them Naval Operations
in the front lines, and 13 of them offective. The Hermann Goering
Division is reported to have completed 1ts withdrawal from the front.

Americans on the western {lank have already encountered outposts
of the so-called “Gothic” line from Pisa to Rimini, and the British will
soon be facing it in their sector. Started shortly after the capitulation
of 1taly in September 1945, thie line has been brought to an advanced
stage of construetion, but its defenses are probably not so complele as
originally intended.

UU. S. PT boats, encountering 2 F-boats off Voltri this week, sank
one and left the other burning and down by the bow. Last week
Allied coastal forces sank one F-boat by torpedo and two others by
cunfire.

Coastal forces torpedoed a corvette and a tanker, both of which
were left on fire, in the Gulf of Genoa, and torpedoed and set fire to
a coaster at Menton harbor.

The Arno River from Marina di Pisa to Florence, fortified with | Air Operations
pill boxes and tank traps, is its outpost on the west. The main de- Heavy bombers of the U. S. 15th Air Force were assigned as targets
fense system begins with a tormidable anti-tank ditch 4,000 yards this week oil installations, airdromes, aircraft factories and other
long from the sea to the foothills south of Massa, and an anti-tank §i ndustrial targets located in Rumania, Czechoslovakia, Germeny,
wall of concrete extending from the sea to the mountains north of Austria, southern France and northern Italy, with some alternative

Carrara. From there the line swings in an arc to the southeast, then
north where it joins the highest mountain terrain of the northern The heaviest attack of the woek was made upon oil refineries in
Apennines. Thence the line extends eastward in some depth, then the Ploesti area on the 22d. More than 1,000 aircraft, including a
dips southward east of Florence touching the upper part of the Arno large escort of fichter planes, dropped more than 1,200 tons of bombs.
near Bibbiena. Concrete defenses cuard the roads leading to Florence A smoke screen obscured the main target, the Americana Romana

and Pistoia. Continuing eastward the line includes the peaks of refinery, and no direct results were observed, although thick columns
Mt. Frimaiolo and mountains southeast of Pennabilli, guarding 2 of black smoke rose from the area. Alternative targets in Yugo-

targets in Yugoslavia.

roads leading north to Cesena and Rimini, where the defenses appear slavia were the airdrome, roads and railroads at Kraljevo, and the
to end. Kragujevac railroad yard, on both of which some 60 tons were dropped
The newly captured port of Leghorn could be of ereat advantage with good results.
to the Allies in supplying an attack upon the Gothic Line. The The second attack upon the Ploesti area, made the same day, was
port 1s entirely artificial and consists of two inner harbors, Porto the first of its kind during the war. This was an all-fichter plane
Medicio and Bacino Vittorio EXmanuelle 111, and an outer harbor, shuttle operation to Russia, flying some 000 miles. The strong force
Avamporto. There is also Porto Nuovo serving the new industrial i B of long-range P-38s and P-5ls struck German airdromes at Bazan
sone. The entire port is protected by moles and breakwaters. In and Zilistea, respectively 30 and 40 miles northeast of Ploesti, the
the town of Lechorn is a network of canals connected to the harbor, oil fields of which they guard. Our fighters reported destroying 41
available for barges and lighters. ' enemy planes on the ground and 15 in the air, in addition to starting
For ships drawing less than 24 feet the whole of the harbor pro- fires in fuel dumps and installations at the ficlds. Twenty-cight
vides suitable anchorage. Once clear of obstructions, 1t can accoms- planes were reported missing from the Ploesti Opemtioné.
modate 4 cruisers, 8 destroyers, 20 large cargo ships and a few smaller The MAAF carried out two attacks on oil refinery targets 1n
vessels. A daily clearance of 6,000 tons could be achieved if all wostern Czechoslovakia this weoek.  On the night of the 21st Welling-
facilities were available, but these probably will not be in order for tons and Halifaxes dropped 100 tons of bombs on an oil refinery at
some time. German demolitions are reported to have been thorough, Pardubice on the River Elbe, 60 miles east of Prague. Two of the
Allied bombing was severe, and more than 16 vessels were sunk 1n | lareest refineries in Czechoslovakia are located there. During day-
the harbor before the capture of the city. Current shelling of the licht hours on the 99d some 300 Fortresses and Liberators under

very heavy fighter escort dropped 850 tons of bombs on a synthetic oil

, plant at Brux in northwestern Czechoslovakia. Our force encountered
Confidential
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between 70 and 75 encmy aircraft, destroyed 12 of them, and lost
16 bombers in these attacks. Reconnaissance showed that both
attacks were effective.

A smaller attack was made against an oil refinery at Fiume, Italy,
upon which 265 tons of bombs were dropped effectively. An oil field
near Berati, Albania, was attacked by bombers that dropped 130
tons of high explosives with good concentration, and 110 tons were
dropped on the Prahova oil refinery m Budapest, with unobserved
results.

German aircraft factories were the primary targets of two heavy
attacks upon the Munich and Friedrichshaten areas. On the 19th
480 heavy bombers escorted by more than 300 fighters dropped about
1,000 tons of bombs on aircraft factories, railroad yards, airdromes,
and the Milberthofen Ordnance Depot in the Munich area. 'The
following day over 450 heavy bombers escorted by over 200 fighters
attacked the Maybach aircraft factory at Friedrichshafen and the
Memmingen airdrome with good to excellent results. Our force
reported destroying 31 enemy aireraft and losing 36 planes in these
attacks.

On the 25th more than 500 heavy bombers with heavy fighter escort
dropped about 1,200 tons of bombs on the new Hermann Goering
tank factory at Linz, in Austria near the Bavarian border. Most of
the important buildings were reported to have been seriously damaged.
This was the first attack on the factory. Between 175 and 200
enemy places were encountered and our force claimed to have shot
down 65 with comparatively few losses among our planes.

Industrial targets in northern Italy and airdromes in southern
France were attacked on the 24th by about 350 U. S. heavy bombers
and 200 fichters that dropped 680 tons of bombs. Tank works at
Turin, ballbearing works at Orbassano, and harbor installations at
Genoa were the targets in Italy, and airdromes at Les Chanoines and
Valence La Tresorerie were the targets in France. In the latter area 15
enemy fighters were engaged, 5 of which were destroyed.

In the course of operations from July 19th through July 25th the
Strategic Air Force of the MAAK dropped a total of more than 6,500
tons.

The Tactical Air Force, hampered this week by bad weather, gave
special attention to railroad and highway bridges and enemy com-
munications in and behind the battle area in northern Italy. North
of the battle area, in the Po estuary, fighter bombers and fighters
destroyed 3 barges, 1 aircraft and 1 Jocomotive, cut rails in nine
places and bombed gun positions. Docks and freicht yards at
Ravenna, barracks at Viareggio, the airdrome at Bergamo, shipping
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at Porto Corsini, communications in the Padua-Bologna area, an
ammunition factory north of Florence, a mole at Fano Harbor, a
jetty at Pesaro, and gun positions at Spezia were among the targets
this week.

The Coastal Air Force made light attacks on Porto Garibalds,
Capodistria and sank a 120 feet barge in the Adriatic this week.

Italy—Political

Another large part of southern Italy has been turned over to the
Ttalian Government, and Rome and the surrounding territory will be
placed under Italian jurisdiction on August 15th, it was announced
by the Allied Control Commission on July 20th. Although Naples
remains o military zone, the provinces of Foggia, Campobasso,
Benevento and Avellino are placed under Italian government. The
United Nations, however, reserve the right to hold military courts n
the territory and to have a member of the ACC attached as a deputy
to each of the major Italian administrations. When Rome is turned
over to Italian jurisdiction on August 15th, Col. Charles Poletti and
ihe AMG will remain in an advisory capacity, continuing about the
came duties as at present. The ACC statement reminded the Italian
people that “the enemy 1s till on Italian soil and the United Nations,
which now are bearing the brunt of the fight for freedom, look to the
people of Ttaly and to their Government to spare no effort and seek
no other purpose until victory 1s achieved.”

Henry Grady, retiring as chief of the economic section of the ACC,
has reported that “the thoroughmness of German destruction is fiend-
ish,” as they retire northward n Ttaly. “The Germans seem to have
the ides of destroying competitive manufactures in the neighboring
countries,” he said.

Yugoslavia

The Germans continued their attempts to raid Partisan strong-
holds in widely separated regions, whereas Partisan activity has been
devoted primarily to sabotage, particularly of railroads and supply
routes in the northern regions.

Allied Supporting Operations.—In addition to the heavy bomber
operations reported above, U. 5. Liberators, escorted by Mustangs,
bombed troop concentrations on the 24th at four points in Monte-
negro. There was no opposition. Allied fighters continued their
attacks on bridges, locomotives and motor transport this week. Off
the Dalmatian coast on the 19th a small schooner was sunk; the next
day shipping in a harbor at Krk, in the northern Adriatic, was suc-
cessfully attacked. The harbor of Makarska, southeast of Split, was
bombed twice this week. On the 20th the main railroad yard at Knin
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was attacked by Allied light bombers. Loading jetties at Sibenik
were also bombed this week, and escorted fichters attacked the enemy
strongholds of Bihac and Gospic.

Aegean

Six British fiehters attacked an enemy convoy consisting ‘of an
R00-ton corvette, a 300-ton vessel, 2 large caiques and 2 smaller craft.
The corvette and 1 caique were left in flames. In another operation
this week a large caique was destroyed and 2 second was damaged at
Khios Island by 5 British fighters. At Crete the Kastelli airfield was
bombed by British medium bombers that scored hits on the runway
and dispersal area.

Palestine and Trans-Jordan

Field Marshal Viscount Gort, Governor and Commander-in-Chiet
of Malta, has been appointed IHigh Commissioner and Commander-
in-Chief for Palestine and High Commissioner for Trans-Joradaan.
Viscount Gort has been Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Malta
since 1942. He succeeds Sir Harold MacMichael.

Spain

A State Department official reveals that the Spanish Gover iment
has actively supported the efforts of private American relief organi-
zations in caring for and evacuating thousands of refugees {rom
Europe. Since November, 1942, some 25,000 French refugces, the
most numerous group, have been evacuated through Spain to North

Africa.
Turkey

All Turkish ships in foreign waters have received orders to proceed
immediately to the nearest Turkish port, according to an Algiers
broadcast. The Vichy radio adds that all navigation 1n Turkish
waters of the Black Sea has been suspended. The London radio
quotes an Istanbul correspondent as reporting that the Turks have
begun to talk “as if a breach of diplomatic rcelations with Germany as
well as of trade relations were merely 2 matter of days.”

The Turkish National Assembly has decided not to adjourn for its
usual summer vacation but, beginning July 21st, to hold meetings
every 15 days.
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EASTERN EUROPE

Russia

East and southeast of Warsaw the German position deteriorated
rapidly this week. Offensives by two Soviet armies put advance units
within 60 miles of the Polish capital, outflanked the rail centers of
Broest Litovsk and Lwow, which now appear untenable, and threat ened
to sever the direct supply lines to German forces 1n southeastern
Poland and Rumania. The more northerly thrust was made by Mar-
<hal Konstantin K. Rokossovsky’s First White Russian Army. Early
in the week his forces cut the railroad between Brest Litovsk and
Bialystok, some eighty miles to the northwest, and then advanced to
the Bug River at a point eighty miles east of Warsaw. Below this
salient, other troops of Marshal Rokossovsky’s command made gains
of almost 100 miles during the weck, forcing the Bug river west of
Kowel on the 21st and capturing the rail junction of Chelm the next
day. In the following days the Russians continued their drive to the
west and also moved north toward Siedlce, the latter drive cutting the
railroad west from Brest Litovsk on the 24th. Lublin, a city with a
pre-war population of 120,000, was also liberated on the 24th;
capture of the city deprives the enemy of his last north-south rail
communications east of Warsaw. At Lublin, the Red Army is only
o5 miles from the Vistula River, last natural defensive barrier of
importance in this part of Poland. By the end of the week the
Russians had driven to within 10 miles of the Vistula. An even more
‘mmediate threat to Warsaw was indicated in a Berlin broadcast on
the 24th announcing the evacuation of Siedlce, 50 miles east of the
capital. While not yet confirmed, this report suggests that the enemy
has been unable to stabilize the front even at points hitherto con-
sidered vital to the successful defense of Poland.

Southeast of Warsaw Marshal Ivan S. Konev'’s forces, continuing
their offensive begun last week, likewise made spectacular progress.
After advancing to within five miles of the rail center of Lwow from
the north, Soviet troops bypassed the city and headed west. By the
24th points 70 miles west of Lwow had been reached, the San river
had been cleared of the enemy on a 50-mile front and forced at a
number of places, and the railroad and highway west from Liwow
to Przemysl cut at a number of places. The same day the Berlin
radio announced the evacuation of Jaroslaw, west of the San river.
On the 25th Soviet troops were reported fighting in the streets cof
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Lwow, Poland’s third largest city with a pre-war population of more
than 300,000.

The almost unprecedented speed of Soviet advances 1n Poland 1s
indicated by an announcement of a gam of 32 miles on the 23d—a
distance which obviously could not have been covered against serious
opposition. Moscow deseribed German troops as “ demoralized.”
Althoueh the enemy’s intentions are far from clear, 1t 1s apparent
that the Soviet drives are being opposcd only i (utam sectors and
an extensive withdrawal may be 1m progress. It is interesting to
note, however, that the enemy appears to be offering stiffest re-
sistance at points where a withdrawal might naturally be expected,
and he has been evacuating rail junctions close to Warsaw. The
result has been a front which, temporarily at least, has lengthened
rather than shortened.

In its initial breakthrough Marshal Konev’s First Ukraine Army
trapped a force of Germans east of Liwew which the Soviets estimated
at four or five divisions. Despite desperate resistance the entire
oroup was liquidated by the 23d.  German prisoners totalled 17,175
while more than 30,000 officers and men were reported killed.  Among
the prisoners were Maj. Gen. Gerhardt Lindemann, commander of
the 361st Infantry Division, and Major General Nedwig of the 454th
Security Division. The commander of the 340th Infantry Division,
Major General Beitler, was said to have been found dead in this
SQIMe I'egion.

The terrain of castern Poland is an historie battlefield. During the
First World War the regions of Stanislawow, Lwow, Przemysl, the
San and Vistula rivers, Luck and Brest Litovsk were all scenes of
intense fichting. Much of the area east of Warsaw is thinly populated
and heavily forested, though there are stretches of sandy plain and
shallow depressions. Defensively the most important physical fea-
tures of this region are the rivers, which form deep ravines in the
undulating plains characteristic of this part of Poland. The Bug has
aiready been crossed for most of its length, and the San has been
forced above Jaroslaw. The Vistula is probably the most important
of these rivers and its control was bitterly contested in the last War.
The Germans may be hoping to make a stand along the Vistula south
of Warsaw. Various townssouth of Warsaw and also between Warsaw
and East Prussia are believed to have been fortified, but neither these
fortifications nor the river barrier itself offer strong defensive positions.
Unless the Germans offer resistance at the Vistula, no natural defenses
are available on the broad Polish plains leading to Berlin. West
of the Vistula the Germans are thought to have developed another
defense line, based on fortificaticns built by the Poles, running south
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from Danzig through Poznan (Posen) to Cracow, but the terrain here
< flat and unfavorable to defense. About 7C miles east of Berlin are
<till other defenses, built in a zone running 40 miles north and south
and 20 miles east and west; the strength of these fortifications, begun
in 1935, i1s not known.

On the 21st the Russians announced the resumption of offensive
operations in the Tarnopol area of southeastern Poland. By the end
of the week the Soviets were only four miles northeast of Stanislawow,
a rail junction guarding the approaches to the Carpathian passes and
Ozechoslovakia. Last March the Red Army advanced as far as the
Czech border in this vicinity but was forced to abandon 1ts western-
most positions under the pressure of strong counterattacks. Opera-
tions in this arca are a logical extension of the more important activity
in the Lwvow region, some 50 miles to the northwest. As yet the south-
orn {ront below Tarnopol has been relatively inactive. A German
radio commentator claimed that the Russians were preparing to launch
«till another drive near ITasi in northern Rumania, but as yet there has
been no indication of such an attack.

North of Marshal Rokossovsky’s drive toward Warsaw the Soviets
made limited progress this week. The enemy is being gradually
forcod back toward the city of Bialystok, formerly considered—with
Brest Litovsk—-as constituting a bulwark in the German defenses of
Warsaw. By the end of the week Red troops were 21 miles northwest
of the city and only 6 miles to the southeast. Still farther north, enemy
counterattacks were reported against Soviet bridgeheads established
last week on the west bank of the Niemen river. In this region
between Grodno and Xaunas the Niemen {lows through a belt of small
hills, interspersed with many small lakes and marshes, which forms a.
natural defensive barrier. The southern part of ast Prussia 1s like-
wise characterized by many small lakes. This region, south of Allen-
stein, 1s thought to have permanent fortifications facing south against
Poland while the area west of the Niemen river has another zone of
prepared defenses supplementing the favorable physical features. The
Niemen turns west near Kaunas and flows into the Baltic south of
Memel after passing through an alluvial valley where the land 1s
swampy and difficult.

In Lithuania, the Soviet salient southwest of Dvinsk was consider-
ably broadened and deepened this week. The railroad leading south-
wost from Dvinsk was cut on the 20th and two days later Gen. Ivan
C. Bagramian’s First Baltic Army captured Pancvezys, on the Riga-
Kaunas and Dvinsk-Koénigsherg railroads. By these gaimns the Soviets
advanced to within 125 miles of the Baltic port of Memel and to
within 75 miles of the Latvian capital of Riga; they are less than 50
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miles from the rail junction of Siauliai, on the last north-south railroad
available to the enemy in the Baltic states, except for secondary
coastal routes.

Above Dvinsk the Germans were likewise forced back toward the
Baltic. The railroad leading north from Dvinsk to Rezekne was cut
on the 23d, and two days later the enemy’s last remaining railroad
linking Dvinsk to Riga and the rear was severed. Soviet troops of
the Second and Third Balsic Fronts have also crossed the former
Latvian border as far north as the Estonian boundary. On the 21st
the town of Ostrov was captured by the Russians and two days later
Pskov was seized. By these victories the Red Army drove the
Germans from virtually all Soviet territory except that acquired
since the outbreak of war. Ostrov, one of the oldest cities of Russia,
was captured by the enemy four wecks after the German invasion 1n
June 1941 and its liberation therefore brings the fighting to territory
held by the Germans for three years. Only on the Finnish front are
the Russians still fichting on soil which they controlled before 1939.

The Finnish front remained relatively quiet this week. Between
Lake Oneca and Lake Ladoga, the Soviets have cleared virtually all
the Aunus isthmus to a point north of the former lake, and at one point
they have crossed the Finnish border as established after the “Winter
War”’ of 1939-40. After capturing the port of Viipuri, north of
Leningrad, and clearing the entire length of the Murmansk-Leningrad
railroad, the Soviet Hich Command has appeared content to contain
Finnish forces while major campaigns developed to the south. The
clearing of the Murmansk railroad will provide the Russians, when
repairs are completed, a convenient supply route foc their troops n
the north and will shorten the distance by 1ail between the port of
Murmansk and Leningrad by more than 400 miles.

On the 19th a Soviet torpedo plane was said to have sunk a4,000-
ton enemy supply ship in the Baltic Sea, and twice this week naval
planes reportedly attacked German shipping n the Gulf of Narva,
off the northeastern coast of Estonia. Five trawlers and a number
of patrol vessels were reported sunk.

e ol

A total of 539,890 casualties was inflicted on the German Army
between June 23d and July 23d by four Soviet armies, 1t was an-
nounced by Moscow this week. The First Baltic, and the First,
Second and Third White Russian Armies were said to have killed at
least 381,000 Germans during this period and to have taken 158,480
prisoners. Twenty-three German generals have been captured in the
past month; the most recently captured were Maj. Gen. Engels,
commander of the 45th Infantry Division, Lt. Gen. Eberhard von
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Kurowski, commander ot the 361st Infantry Division, and Lt. Gen.
Willifrank Ochsner of the 31st Infantry Division. Berlin announced
this week the deaths of Lt. Gen. Walther Scheller and Maj. Gen.
Joachim von Tresckow, making a total of at least seven German
ocnerals who have met their deaths on the Kastern Front during this
period. During the month the enemy was said to have lost 631 air-
craft, more than 2,600 tanks and self-propelled guns and 57,000 trucks.
These fieures do not include operations of the Leningrad and Karelian
Armios on the Finnish front, the Socond and Third Baltic Fronts,
operating east of Latvia, nor the First Ukraine Army, attacking mn
southeastern Poland.

W W

Seventeen German generals, including five corps commanders and
ten divisional commanders, captured during the past month on the
Eastern Front, issued a dramatic appeal on July o5th—five days after
the attempted assassination of Hitler—to the generals and officers of
the German Army, urging an smmediate and decisive break with
Hitler and his clique. Declaring (hat “the fight against Hitler is the
ficht for Germany,” the generals urged Wehrmacht officers to reluse
to carry out Hitler’s orders and to avert “futile and unnecessary
bloodshed” by halting the war at once. The 13-page appeal, drafted
by Lt. Gen. Rudolf Bamler, former commander of the Twelfth In-
fantry Division, rocited the experiences and mistakes of the German
campaign in Russia from June 1941, until the catastrophe of the
present summer oftensive. The recent defeat of the entire Fourth
German Army and the main forces of the Ninth Army and the Third
Panzer Army and the oxtormination of thirty divisions was said to
have been caused by misjudgment as to the capabilities and mten-
tions of the Red Army this summer, and by the lack of reserves and
air support. Clommenting on the attempt on Hitler’s life, the cap-
tured generals declared that this proved that the German military
crisis had ripened mto a political crisis and that the time had come
for decisive action agamst Hitler. If German oflicers and people
continued to obey Hitler’s orders, the appeal continued, they will
bring the final stages of the war to Germany itsell, which will result 1n
the extermination of the German nation and its means of existence.”’

A further indictment of Hitler’s strategy in Russia appeared in the
Moscow press on the 19th in a long statement by Lit. Gen. Edmund
Hoffmeister, one of the seventeen officers who signed the appeal to
Wehrmacht officers. General Hoffmeister, commander of the 41st
Panzer Corps, said that Hitler did not give Field Marshal Krnst
Busch, the former commander on the central front, authority to per-
mit withdrawals which officers on the spot felt to be necessary. When

Canﬁdentz'al
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it was pointed out to Marshal Busch that the front was too long for
ilﬁ _nu'ml‘mr (?f t_'.r(‘)ops available to defend it, the Marshal replied,
itler has prohibited any retreat and has ordered me to defend each
meter of territory.” The result was the line did not hold against
Russian attacks and that the 41st Panzer Corps was encireled. v
qen_el‘al Hoffmeister also said that Hitler was well aware of the dis-
satisfaction with his leadership and last May called a meeting of 150
cenerals and admirals in an attempt to bolster their morale. b}‘Hitler
loqked ill,”” General Hoffmeister said. “His face was swollen, his
voice low and his speech jumbled. He said that he had W&Ilt(;d to
be an architect and a painter but that as a result of the catastrophic
outcome of World War I he had been forced to become a statesman
In concluding, he spoke about the necessity for holding on until a.
complete victory would come. To hold on he recommended to us
gencrals that we study National Socialism.” This hint did not
impress the elder and more experienced generals, General Hoffmeister
said. |
Poland

| Three decrees were announced by the Moscow radio as having been
}ssuod by the Polish National Council, a pro-Soviet authority :et up
in Poland last February which does not recognize the authority O'ff the
(_.}0\*01'1;1m.mlt.—in-c-xile in London. These decrees place the National
(_"ouncﬂ.m_ charge of the Union of Polish Patrots, an 01‘2‘a1.11iza.t.-1‘1011
f()l"lll(‘(-l n B-’Iofscow in the spring of 1943, unite the Polish z{rmy oper-
ating n Russia under Lt. Gen. Zigmund Berling with the National
Cgllllcll’s underground forces in Poland, and set up a Polish Com-
n..utto,e of National Liberation to take charge of the civil administra-
tion of Polish territory as it is liberated from the Gernum-s.. Gen.
ihc:hul Rola-Zelinski has been named commander in chief of the united
Polish Army. The National Liberation Committee is headed by
Edward Osuska-Morawski, and its vice-chairmen are Andrer Witos
and :Wa.nda, Wasilewska, the latter president of the Unioﬁ of Polish
Patrlots: According to press reports, the Committee has already been
set up in Chelm, 15 miles west of the Bug River. Chelm was
liberated by the Red Army on July 22nd.

Other points in the Polish manifesto broadcast from Moscow 1n-
cluded a declaration that the new National Committee was “the sole
source of legal authority’” in Poland, that the Government-in-exile was
:zm 1l}egaml and self-styled authority’’ because it was based on the

Fascist” constitution of 1935, that Poland’s frontiers should be settled
by mutual agreement, that Parliamentary elections and democratic
freedom “except for Fascist organizations,” should be restored, and
that land reforms should be established. ,
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The Polish Government-in-exile authorized the issuance of a state-
ment in London which termed the Commiittee a “handful of usurpers’
attempting to impose a minority rule in Poland.

On the 25th the Soviet Government issued an o{ficial statement on
‘ts relations with Poland. The Red Army, together with 1’011811
troops, was said to have entered Polish territory by crossing thQ: B_ug
river and to have thus begun the liberation of “our long-sufiering
brother Polish people” from German occupation. (The Bug formed
part of a provisional Russo-Polish border proposed by the Suprem:e
Council of Allied and Associated Powers after the last war, but this
so-called “Curzon line”’” was not accepted by Poland, and the newly
formed Soviet Government in 1921 was forced to recognize Poland’s
claims. These borders were generally accepted until the cutbreak ot
war in 1939. The Bug river from a point between Warsaw and
Bialvstok to some 30 miles north of Lwow was also established as the
Russo-German boundary after the defeat of Poland in September,
1939. During recent months the Polish Government-in-exile has
asserted its richt to all Poland’s pre-war territory, despite definite
indications by Russia that she intended to retain control of the land
west of the Bug river.)

The Soviet statement declared that neither territorial gains nor any
change in the social structure of Poland were sought by Russia and
that military operations on Pelish territory were considered as opera-
tions on the territory of a “sovereign, {riendly allied state,” dictated
solely by military necessity.

The Soviet Government, the statement continued, does not intend
to establish its own civil administration on Polish territory, ¢ consid-
erine this the task of the Polish people.”  The Soviet Government
has therefore decided to “conclude with the Polish Committee of
National Liberation an agreement on relations between the Soviet
command and the Polish administration.”

On May Sth of this vear, it will be remembered, the Soviet (Govern-
ment concluded an agreement with the (zechoslovak Government-
in-exile regarding the administration of (zech territory liberated
by the Red Army. That agreement, apparently similar to the one
to be concluded with the newly established Pohish National Cem-
mittee and in disregard of the Polish Government-in-exile, gave the
Soviet commander supreme authority 1 the war zone, but provided

that a Czech delecate should set up a civil administration for the
liberated territory.

Bulgaria
Recent reports indicate that the Germans are evacuating Burgas
and Varna, the two principal ports of Bulgaria.
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ASIA
Burma-India Front

Manipur.—The general Japanese withdrawal along the Tiddim
road south of Imphal and along the jungle trails leading south from
Ukhrul to the Kabaw and Chindwin valleys continued this week,
with the main bodies of enemy forces evading serious contact. In
the Palel-Tamu sector between the Ukhrul and Tiddim road sectors,
however, the Japanese are strongly resisting Allied pressure. Wide-
spread rains continued to hamper operations in all sectors.

Allied forces pursuing the Japanese down the Tiddim road this week
passed Torbung, about 32 miles southwest of Imphal where the road
leaves the plain, and are now operating among the first slopes of the
Kuki Hills. No enemy troops remain in the Plain of Imphal. Al-
though resistance was slight the British advance was slowed down
by heavy rains, swift rivers and extensive demolitions; the enemy is
blowing up every bridge and cratering the road. The Japanese are
believed to be withdrawing to the Churachandpur area, about 36 miles
from Imphal. In the hills, they will have the advantage of strong
positions from which delaying actions can be fought.

Considerable enemy equipment was abandoned by the retreating
Japanese, and some of the tanks which fell into the hands of the Brit-
ish are believed to have been captured by the Japanese at Shwebo
in 1942,

Along the Palel-Tamu road, the Japanese are still offering strong
resistance around Tengnoupal; they are also operating about 9 miles
east of Palel. Enemy positions in the hills west of the road between
Palel and Tengnoupal are being cleared out. The Allied-held Palel
airstrip was shelled by enemy artillery on the morning of the 21st.

Mopping-up operations continued in the area below Ukhrul without
any organized enemy resistance being encountered. Meanwhile,
Allied raiding forces bypassed Japanese rearguards and struck at
positions about 18 miles southwest, 26 miles south and 30 miles south-
east of Ukhrul. The Japanese retreating to the south appear to have
established a line about 27 miles below Ukhrul; defensive positions
are also being prepared in the Humine area, about 32 miles southeast
of Ukhrul.

Arakan.—Extensive patrolling continued in the Arakan this week,
where activities have likewise been limited by heavy rains. A total
of 13.15 inches of rainfall in the four days ending July 24th was

reported.
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North Burma.—Allied troops advancing down the main Mogaung-
Mandalay railroad have reached a point about 10 miles southwest of
Mogaung. Japanese resistance is stiffening in this area as well as in the
hills west of the railroad between Mogaung and Taungni, where
several clashes have been reported. West African troops have
occupied positions on the jungle trails in these hills about 7 miles
northwest of Taungni.

Meanwhile, the railroad leading east from Mogaung to Myitkyina
is now clear of the enemy and jeep trains are operating along the line.
At Myitkyina itself, the Japanese garrison continued to hold out 1n
their 10th week of siege, while Allied forces made further gains in the
northern, southern and western sectors of the city. American
Rangers intercepted enemy troops attempting to escape on rafts
north of the city, and a road block has been established south of
Waingmaw, about 3 miles southeast of Myitkyina. In the fighting
in the Myitkyina area on the 19th, according to a Chinese communi-
que, more than 30 Japanese were captured, the largest bag taken in a
single day’s engagement in the North Burma campaign thus far.

North of Myitkyina, the road leading to Sumprabum has been
cleared of Japanese for a distance of 23 miles.

Salween Front.—Activity on this front was limited throughout the
week, and no important gains were made at the major Japanese bases
of Tengyueh (Tengchung) and Lungling, whose outskirts had pre-
viously been reached by the Chinese. The Burma road between
Manshih and Lungling, however, has now been effectively blocked,
according to the Chinese, and the Lungling garrison 1s cut off from
the east, north and south. An encircled enemy force 1s still holding
out at Pingka, about 24 miles southeast of Lungling, which the Chinese
continue to assault after routing a relief column coming east from
Mangshih. The enemy strongpoint at Sungshan (Shungshan), north-
cast of Lungling, 1s likewise still resisting Chinese pressure.

Air Operations.—Although bad weather greatly restricted air activ-
ities, RAF fighters and fighter-bombers continued to harass the re-
ireating enemy in the Manipur area with attacks on troops, transport
and supply dumps along the Tiddim and Palel-Tamu roads and in the
area below Ukhrul. USAAF aircraft also supported the operations
around Mogaung and Myitkyina. Long-range RAF fighters con-
tinued their attacks on rail targets in central Burma, and on the 20th
severe damage was inflicted on an oil target at Yenangyaung, south
of Mandalay, by rocket-equipped aircratt.
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Sumatra

On the morning of the 25th an Allied Eastern Fleet task force of
battleships, cruisers, destroyers and carrier-borne aircraft almost com-
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pletely destroyed harbor stallations at Sabang, off the northwestern
coast of Sumatra. This was the first Allied surface bombardment of
the strategic Japanese base, although it had previously been bombed
by carrier-borne planes. The attack, lasting 35 minutes, achieved
complete surprise. Under cover of the main bombardment, a force
of three destroyers and a Dutch cruiser moved in close to the harbor
and opened fire, silencing shore batteries, sinking one medium sized
merchant ship and wrecking two jetties with torpedoes. Dockyard
workshops and wharves were hit by at least 16 salvos of heavy shells,
according to a press dispatch, and the target area was left in flames.
Our ships received only minor damage and suffered few casualties, of

which two were fatal.

Indochina

The commander-in-chief of the Indochina armed forces, Army Corps
General Mordant, has reached the age of retirement. General Aimee,
commander of the Tonkin Division, has been named Army Corps Gen-
eral and will take over the functions of commander-in-chief, according
to a broadcast by the Japanese-controlled Saigon radio.

China

Hunan-Kiangsi-Kwantung Front.—There was little change in the
situation around the rail center of Hengyang. The Chinese defenders
continued to hold out against strong Japanese attacks as the siege
entored its fifth week. Meanwhile, other Chinese units are reported
driving on the city in an effort to crack the Japanese encirclement,
but thus far do not appear to have succeeded in lifting the siece.
According to Maj. Gen. C. C. Tseng, Chinese Army Spokesman, four
full Japanese divisions are participating in the Hengyang battle out
of a total of nine enemy divisions in the area from south of Changsha
to Laivang.

At the southern extension of the enemy drive down the Hankow-
Canton railwav, the Japanese again appear to be in possession of
Leivang, about 30 miles below Hengyang. The Chinese claim,
however, to be conducting successful counter-operations in this area
and report the repulse of Japanese efforts to take Anjen, northeast
of Leivang.

Meanwhile, the Chinese are continuing their efforts acainst the
western and eastern flanks of the Japanese drive between Hengyang
and Changsha, about 100 miles to the north. At Siangsiang, about
56 miles northwest of Henevang, they broke into the north gates of
the city but were subsequently pushed back. East of the railroad
confused fichting continued in the Liling-Liuyang sector.
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Japan will “further strengthen her ties with Germany 1n a positive
pursuit of the common war objective’” and will “maintain friendly
relations with the Soviet Union and exert her best efforts to avold
unnecessary provocations.”

Merchant Seamen’s Pay.—Domel announced this week that men of
the Japanese merchant marine will be given the rank of “public
servant” for the duration of the war, and that a pay raise of 100
per cent as a ‘‘performance of duty allowance” has been proposed.
This was one of the last acts of the Tojo cabinet before it resigned.
The dispatch gave as a reason for the move ‘‘ the tremendous respon-
sibility shouldered by wartime scamen who volunteer for marine
transportation on the front lines of an ocean infested with enemy sub-
marines, and over which enemy planes are rampant.”’

Kuriles

Venturas of Fleet Air Wing Four resumed their attacks on the
northern Kuriles this week, bombing Shimushu on the night of the
294 and Paramushiru on the 24th. In both attacks, fires were started
near airfields, and several fishing vessels off Paramushiru were strafed.
Enemy fighters intercepted and caused damage to one of our aircraft on
both occasions. One enemy plane was probably shot down and
another damaged over Paramushiru.

Confidential

Carriers of Task Force 58. The lower photograph (Confidential) shows two destroyers and a
battleship of the same force.
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U. S. ships at anchor in a Pacific lagoon. Below are two of our destroyers in Seeadler Harbor, .
Pari of the naval force which supported our landings on Biak Island, off the coast of Dutch

in the Admiralties. (Confidential.)
New Guinea, on May 27th. In the lower picture a Japanese ammunition dump has been
hin 300 yards of the beach. (Confidential.)
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