[BADGEAVI'ERS
U.S. STRATHG.:iC BUOMDING SURVEIY
tTa‘rT C‘

C/0 POS TlAmeBQ %nN I"RANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO: 162 PLACE: Meljl Bldg, Rm 340,
DATE & 26 Opt 45
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SUBJECT: Jananese Army Alr YWorece Training
Personnel interrogated and hackground of each:

Col XAIMOTO, Katsuo, seunior statf offlcer in the
training dent of Air lesdquarters,

"here interviewed: 26 Oct iy

Interrogator: Capt John C.‘?est'

Interpreter: 2nd Lt Oyana

Allied Offlcers Present: Col Philip Cole, GSC.
SUMMARY -

This was a continuation of the interrogation of Col
KAIMOTO begun the nreceding day. A detailed trailning
program covering all phases of tralnling with timre
allotted each was submitted by Col XAIMOTO, This
document is at rnresent being translated.,

Col KAIMOTO stated that there was no formal tralning
for sulcide pilots other than normal training in
dive-~bombing technique which was a part of the regular
training nrogram. However, each individual unit

dld a certain amount of trainjnv in Kamikaze tech-
nigques. Avnroximately 300N pilots were allotted

for sulclide units to be used in the defense of the
homeland, These were organized in units of six men
each and formed in groups of 20 units, Ap-roximately
500 such units would have been formed and re?dy for
operations b October or early November 1945. "Then
asked about alrborne traininp Col XKAIMOTC repliled
that he was famlliar vith the nrogram only until
early 1944, The largest alrborne tralning center was
at KARASEFARA, Kyushu, with a smaller tralnling center
at TSUKUBA, Honshu.,

As a fuel saving device, all cadets used gliders during
thnir first mnonth of flvina. In this way the became
accustoned to being alrborne and received their first
lessons at the controls.,

Col KAIMOTO also stated that Hq of 30 Sento-Hiboshudan
were stlll at AKENO, It was planned that this organlz-
ation would recelve the strength of the AKENO training
unit and would employ this strength in sulcide attasks
against the Allles, using TAKAMATSU, Shikoku as a
headquarters.

DISTRIBUTICN: All Divisions.
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