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External identifiers in Wikidata

e Wikidata has presently (2024-09-12) a total of 12030 properties;
out of them, 9014 have the datatype “external identifier”; so
external IDs are three quarters of all Wikidata properties.

e External IDs are automatically sorted in the section
“Identifiers”; their order is mostly alphabetical (but VIAF,

ISNI and VIAF members are ordered before others).



External identifiers in Wikidata

External IDs (usually) associate to IDs a “formatter URL", i.e.
a fixed URL that, combined with the IDs, links to a page
whose content corresponds with a Wikidata item.

The correspondence Wikidata ¢ external database should
(usually) be 121, but exceptions are possible for many reasons.
External IDs don't require references, differently from
other statements; however, leaving references is considered

a good practice in case of massive imports (to trace them).



~ 2) Proposing new
_external identifiers

(properties cannot be created directly)




Property proposals

In Wikidata everyone can create a new item (or lexeme), but
only a small group of users with the flag of “property creator”
(and administrators) can create new properties.

Properties are created on the basis of a property proposal, i.c.
a request to create a new property; the request contains basic
data about the property and a few examples of use; after a
week of discussion the property is created if no objection arises

(or if objections have been adequately dismissed).



Making a nhew property proposal

e oOpen

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Property proposal

e choose the right section (for external IDs, “Authority control”

Is always a valid choice)

e write the name of the property in the box and click on the

blue button “Create request page”


https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Property_proposal

Making a nhew property proposal

e in the request page, fill the proposal template and write a
motivation about why the property should be created

e inthe motivation, remember to ping at least one competent
WikiProject through the template Ping project

e click on the button “Publish page” to save the proposal

e transclude the proposal following the instructions

e mMmake sure to create/improve the Wikidata item for the

database to which the proposed external ID refers



- 3) Reconciling external
__ Identifiers

| " manually and/or with tools
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Ways of reconciliation

e manually: open an item, click on *add statement” and add
the external ID; then go to the next item ...

e massively (you already have a match list): use

QuickStatements (https://quickstatements.toolforge.org/) to
import all the matches easily

o through reconciliation tools: the two main options are

o Mix'n’'match (https://mix-n-match.toolforge.org/)
o OpenRefine (https://openrefine.org/)
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https://quickstatements.toolforge.org/
https://mix-n-match.toolforge.org/
https://openrefine.org/

Mix'n'match vs OpenRefine

MixX’n’'match (MnM)

e isaweb tool

e better for collective work

o better for long work

e better when most IDs need
to be reconciled with
already existing items

e better when there are
similar IDs on Wikidata (and
they have a MnM catalog)

OpenRefine (OR)
Is a software
better for individual work
better for brief work
better when a significant
part of the IDs need to be
used to create new items
better when you are
working on a relatively
isolate set of IDs
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Structure of Mix'n'match (MnM)

e MnM is structured in catalogs containing entries

e Each catalog can be associated with a Wikidata property; a
property can be associated with more than one catalog

e New catalogs can be added by everyone; you can use the

autoscrape function of MnM (https://mix-n-

match.toolforge.org/#/scraper/new) or, more easily, import the data

in TSV or €SV format (https://mix-n-match.toolforge.org/#/import/)
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https://mix-n-match.toolforge.org/#/scraper/new
https://mix-n-match.toolforge.org/#/import/

Structure of Mix'n'match (MnM)

e The entries of a catalog are divided into four parts
o Fully matched: already matched with Wikidata
o Preliminarily matched: tentatively matched with Wikidata
o Not applicable to Wikidata: not matchable with Wikidata
o Unmatched: not matched with Wikidata
e You should work on preliminarily matched (easier), confirming or

removing the proposed matched, and on unmatched (harder).
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