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TRNANTS' GASES JAM
"DOCKETS OF COURTS
* Few Evictions Ordered, Although

©~2,000 Complaints Were °
- on the Calendars.

“STATE TO FURNISH COTS

Accommodations for 9,000 , Home-
less in Manhattan and. Brooklyn
Churches—Brownaville Ten-
ants Keep Up Strike.

The Municlpal Courts were crowded
Yesterday with landlord and tenant
cases. It was estimated that 2,000 cases
were on the calendars. The reason for
~the great congestion was that most of
the cases of the last week, partic-
ularly since May 1, were postponed
to yesterday. Lawyers represanting the
Mayor's Committee on Renr Profiteer-
-ing were on hand In each cuurt to de-
fend the tenants, and as a result many
cages were dropped because of techni-
calities, while stays were granted in
many other cases. Few eviction notices
were signed. .

The Mayor's Committee on Rent Prof-
iteering announceéd yesterday that prog-
ress had been made in its campaign
1o house the homeless in churches pend-
ing’ the finding of permanent homes by
tenants summarily evicted. Through an
arrangement with Governor Smith the
Military Training Commission at Camp
Blauvelt will place at the disposal of
the Mayor's Committee 1,500 cots -and
88 many blankets, while the State Ar-
senal will furnish 600 cots and 600
blankets. -

Captain Charles A, Goldsmith, U. S.
N..” retired, who has chargd of this
‘phase of the work, reported yesterday
that the War .Camp Community Serv-
ite had promised alr the blankets and
cots that might be necessary after
Thursday or Friday of this week. Cap-
‘taln Goldsmith reported to the com-
mittee that the first tenant to _take
advantage of the offer made by the
churches as tempofary shelter was an
Italian who was to we evicted with his
wife and three children from theilr home
on East 118th Street. The family will
move on Wednesday evening into Jeffer-
son Park Church, 407 East 114th Street,
of which Dr. Riggle is pastor. The

rty-two churches in Manhattan that
have offered their accommodations can
house 5,000 persons, while 4,000 can be
accommodated in the churches of

Brooklyn that have placed rooms at
the disposal of the homeless. :

Madison Street Court Crowded.

One of the busiest Municipal Courts
on the east side was the Second District
Court at 264 Madison Street, presided
over by Justice Benjamin Hoffman.
More than 150 cases were on the calen-

sar in this court and through the efforts
08. AssemBtyman Samuel Dikstein thirty
were thrown out on technicalities, while
many of the rest were advanced from
five to fifteen days. Some of the land-
lords, hearing the argument of Mr. Dik-
stein, withdrew increases of $3 and $4
and reduced them to as low as $1.50.
William Artz of 95 Rlidge Street com-
plained to Justice Hoffman that a few
days ago he pald Jacob Dubinsky $27
rent for an apartment. The price was
advanced to $30, he said, and he pro-
tested, whereupon Dubinsky consented
to give him a written lease if he would
fay the $30 demanded. The next morn-
ng, he said, Dubinsky's wife Fannle
appeared at his home and demanded ;.
a8 the monthly rental, saying that the
roperty had been transferred to her by
er husband. Artz refused, and the
caye came to court., It was adjourned
until the written transaction between
Dublneky and his wife could be pro-

duced.
Becki Gold, lving on Essex Street,
complalned to Justice Hoffman that she
been paying $25 a month rent ana
recently recelved a dispossess notice
after she told the agent for the land-
Jord that she was unable to. pay an
increase of $5 demanded. The evidence
showed that the woman was supporting
herself partly .from a Government al-
Jowance granted her because her son
was {n the service. The latest report
she heard was that he was missing.
Mrs. Gold was told that under the Sol-
diers and Sallors’ Act she need not pay
“rent for three months if she did not have

the money.

BPerl Smith, one of the members of the
1Law Committee of the Mayor's Com-
mittee, reported yesterday that there
were 156 cases at the Seventh Municipal
Court before Justice Friedlander, and
in every instance he put the cases over
until Monday in order to give the ten-
ants time to find apartments.

Brownsville Strike Continues.

J

Two hundred actions for .dispossess
proceedings were in the Fourth and Sev-
enth District Municipal Courts in Brook-
lyn as & result of the tenants’ fight
against increased rents in the Browns-
ville district. The strike of the Browns-
ville tenants continues. The tenants ask
for & 10 pcr cent. decrease in rents, and,
following the refusal of the landlords’
organization to place the matter in arbi-
tration, it was reported yesterday that
some of the tenants had resorted to
withdrawing their savings from the local
"banks in order to induce, the bankers

to use their Influence with the landlords.
Placards have been posted in the win-
dows of many of the tenants, reading,
“ Down with the landlords,” ‘' Strike
here in this house,” ‘ Don't scab,"” ** We
demand 10 per cent. decrease in rent,”
¢ No reduction, no pay.” ~

. The negroes in the Harlem district,
svhere the housing question is serious,
have announced their intention of put-
'tin{ up tents in the parks and the va-,
. cant lots if they are forced from their |
homes by higher rentals.

Justice Michael J. Scanlon of the Sec-
ond District Municipal Court in -the
Bronx reported yesterday that all Tec-

words for dispossess proceedings In his
‘gourt had been broken. Hearlngs were
on the calendar for 3350 cases, and the
two courtrooms were jammed.

Antonio Varrichecci, a street sweeper,
gather of ten children, who has been or-
dered to move fr 276 East 137th
Street, said he could not find a home.
' No can get place,”” he told the Justice.
o Nobogf' take ten children.’”” The court
. extend his time for vacating until
Thursday. ‘ S

AA general housecleaning was attempt-.
ed at 1,402 Clay Avenue. All of the
_thirty tenants in the house were ordered
to vacate, and demanded in. a2 body that
-t.hei have jury trials. Their cases will
Ye heard on Thursday.

‘Sol A. Hyman of the Mayor's Law
€Committee, obtalned staﬂs of at least
g‘gh_t days for thirty-eight tenarits on

e east side of Harlem in cases that

;ﬁpeared before Justice John ¥. Cowan

‘the Eighth District Municipal-Court.

In- disposing of landlord and tenant
eases before him, Jusice Wauhope Lynn
in .the "First District Municipal- Court

d 'that many of the European coun-
ries had provided by law for those who
esired to own their own homes, but

at in the United States every obstacle
was_placed in the way of the man who
wented to have his own home.
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