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A
GENERAL HISTORY
AND .

COLLECTION

OF

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS.

PART II. BOOK III. CONTINUED.

CONTINUATION OF THE DISCOVERIES AND CONQUESTS OF THE
PORTUGUESE IN THE EAST; TOGETHER WITH SOME AC-
COUNT OF THE EARLY VOYAGES OF OTHER EUROPEAN
NATIONS TO INDIA.

CHAPTER IV. CONTINUED.

CONTINUATION OF THE PORTUGUESE TRANSACTIONS IN INDTA,
AFTER THE RETURN OF DON STEPHANO DE GAMA FROM
SUEZ IN 1541, TO THE REDUCTION OF PORTUGAL UNDER
THE DOMINION OF SPAIN IN 1581,

Secrron XIII.

Account of an Expedition of the Portuguese from India to
Madagascar in 1613.

EING anxious to find out a considerable number of Por-
tuguese who were reported to exist in the island of St
Lawrence or Madagascar, having been cast away at different
VOL, VIL A times
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times on that island, and also desirous of propagating the ever
blessed gospel among its inhabitants, and to exclude the
Hollanders from that island by establishing a friendly
correspondence with the native princes, the viceroy Don
Jerome de Azevedo sent thither, in 1613, a caravel from Goa
commanded by Paul Rodrigues de Costa, accompanied by
two jesuits, some interpreters, and a competent number of
soldiers. This island is about 260 leagues in length and 600
in circumference ’, its greatest extent being from N. N. E.
to S.S W. Itis 80 leagues from E. to W. where widest;
but considerably less towards the north, where it ends in a
point named St Ignatius which is about 15 leagues from east
to west *. It may be considered as divided into three parts.
The first or northern portion is divided from the other two
by an imaginary line from east to west at Cape St Andrew 3.
The other two divisions are formed by a chain of mountains
running nearly south from this line to Cape St Romanus,
otherwise Cape St Mary; but much nearer the éast coast than
the west.  The island is divided into a great number of king-
domss, but so confusedly and ill-defined, that it were endless
to enumerate them. Itis very populous, the inhabitants hav-
ing many cities and towns of different extent and grandeur 4.
The country is fertile and well watered, and everywhere di-
versified with mountains, vallies, rivers, bays, and ports.
The natives have no general name for the island, and are en-
tirely ignorant of those of Madagascar and St Lawrence, which

are

1 Madagascar, between the latitudes of 12° S0’ and 25° 45’ S. and the
longitudes of 44° and 51° W. from Greenwich, rather exceeds 1000 statute
miles from N. N. W.to S. S. E. and is about 220 miles in mean width from
east to west. This island therefore, in a fine climate, capable of growing
all the tropical productions in perfection; and excellently situated for trade,
extends to about 200,000 square miles, or 128 millions of acres, yet is aban.
doned entirely to ignorant barbarians.—E.

2 The north end of Madagascar, called the point of St Ignatius, is 70
miles from east to west, the eastern headland being Cape Natal or de Ambro,
and the western Cape St Sebastian.—E. .

8 Cape Antongil on the east coast is probably here meant, in lat 150 45’
S. as at this place the deep bay of Antongil or Manghabei penetrates about
7¢ miles inland, and the oppbsite coast also is deeply indented by port Mas-
sali. It is proper to mention however, that Cape St Andrew is on the west
coast of Madagascar, in lat. 17° 12' S.—E. .

4 There may be numerous villages, or collections of huts, in Madagascar,
and some of these may possibly be extensive and populous; but there cer-
tainly Eever was in that island any place that merited the name of 2
eity.—E:
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are given to it by strangers. The general population of the
island consists of a nation called Bugues, who have no religion
and consequently no priests or places of worship, yet all their
youth are circumcised at six or seven years old, any one per-
forming the operation. The natives are not all of one colour;
some being quite black with crisp or curled hair like negroes ;
others not quite so black with lank hair ; others again resem-
bling mulatoes ; while some that live in the interior are al-
most white, yet have hair of both kinds. They are of large
stature, strong and well made, of clear judgment, and apt to
learn. Every man has as many wives as he pleases or can
maintain, turning them off at pleasure, when they are sure to
find other husbands, all of whom buy their wives trom their
fathers, by way of repaying the expence of their maintenance
before marriage. Their funeral obsequies consist chiefly in
feasting the guests ; and their mourning in laying aside all ap-
pearance of joy, and cutting off their hair or daubing their
faces and bodies with clay. Their government is monarchical,
their kings or chiefs being called Andias, Anrias, and Dias,
all independent of each other and almost continually engaged
in war, more for the purpose of plunder than slaughter or
conquest. On the Portuguese going’ among them, no arins
were found in their possession except a few guns they had pro-
cured from the Moors and Hollanders, which they knew not
how to use, and were even fearful of handling. They have
excellent amber *, white sandal, tortoises, ebony, sweet woods
of various kinds, and abundance of slaves, with plenty of
cattie of all kinds, the flesh of their goats being as sweet as
mutton. The island likewise produces abundance of sea
cows, sea-horses, monkeys, and some say tigers, with a great
many snakes which are not very venomous. It has no ele-
phants, borses, asses, lions, bears, decr, foxes, nor hares.

The first place visited by de Costa on this voyage of dis-
covery was a large bay near Masilage © in lat 16° S. in which
there is an island half a league in circumference contain-
ing a town of 8000 inhabitants, most of them weavers
of an excellent kind of stuff made of the palm-tree. At this

place the Moors used to purchase boys who were carried to
Arabia

5 More probably Ambergristhrown on their shores.—E.

6 On this bay is a town called New Massah to distinguish it from Old
Massah on the bay of Massali, somewhat more than half a degree farther
north. Masialege or Meselage is a_town at the bottom ofthe bay of Juan
Mane de Cuna, about half a degree farther south.~E,
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Arabia and sold for infamous uses.  The king of this place,
named Samamo, received the Portugnese in a friendly man-
ner, and granted leave to preach the gospel among his sub-
jects. Coasting about 40 leagues south from this place, they
came to the mouth of a large river named Balue or Baeli in
about 17° 8. and having doubled Cape St Andrew, they saw
the river and kingdom of Casame, between the latitudes of
17° and 16° S. where they found little water and had much
trouble? Here also amity was establithed with the king,
whose name was Sampilla, a discreet old man ; but hitherto
they could get no intelligence of the Portuguese whom they
were sent in search of.  On Whitsunday, which happened
that year about the middle of May, mass was said on shore
and two crosses erected, at which the king appeared so much
pleased that he engaged to restore them if they happencd to
fall or decay. During the holidays they discovered an
island in lat. 18° S. to which they gave the name of Espirito
Santo 8, and half a degree farther they were in some danger
from a sand bank 9 leagues long.  On Trinity Sunday, still
in danger from sand banks, they anchored at the seven islands
of Cuerpo de Dios or Corpus Christi® in 19° S. near the
kingdom and river of Sadia to which they came on the 19th
of June, finding scarcely enough of water to float the caravel.
"This kingdom is extensive, and its principal cz¢y on the banks
of the river has about 10,000 inhabitants. The people are
black, simiple, and good-natured, having no trade, but have
plenty of flesh, maize, tar, tortoises, sandal, ebony, and sweet
woods. The name of the king was Capilate, who was an old
man much respected and very honest. Ie received the Portu-
guese kindly, and even sent his son to guide them slong the
coast.  All along this coast from Massalage to Sadia the
natives speak the same language with the Kafrs on the oppo-
site coast of Africa ; while in all the rest of the island the na-
tive language called Bugua is spoken.

Continuing

7 They were here on the bank of Pracel, which seems alluded to in the
text from the shallowness of the water; though the disirict named Ca-
sarce in the text is not to be found in modern maps.—E.

& Probably the island of the bay of St Andrew in 17° 30’ is here meant 3
at any rate it must be carefully distinguished from Spiritu Santo, St Esprit,
or Holy Ghost Island, one of the Comoros in lat. 15° S.—E.

¢ Perhaps those now called barren isles on the west coast, between lat.
18° 40’ and 1¢° 12'S. 7T heriver Sadia of the text may be that now cal-
led Santano in lat. 190 S,—E,

4



CUAP. 1V. SECT. X1L. _ Conguest of India. 5

Continuing towards the south they came to the country of
the Bugues, a poor and barbarous people feeding on the spawn
of fish, who are much oppressed by the kings of the inland
tribes. Passing the river Mane *°, that of Saume ** in 20°15 ;
Manoputa in 20° 30’, where they first heard of the Portu-
guese ; fsango in 21°; Terrir in 21° 30/; the seven islands
of Llizabeth in 22°; they came on the 11th of July into the
port of 8¢ Felix '* in 22°, where they heard again of the Por-
tuguese of whom they were in search, from Dissamuta the
king of that part of the country. On offering a silver chain
at this place for some provisions, the natives gave it to an old
woman to examine if it was genuine, and she informed the
Portuguese that at the distance of three days journey there
was an island inhabited a long while before by a white people
dressed like the Portuguese and wearing crosses hanging from
their necks, who lived by rapine and easily took whatever they
wanted, as they were armed with spears and guns, with which
information the Portuguese were much gratified. Continuing
their voyage past the bay of St Bonaventura and the mouth of
the river Massimanga, they entered the bay of Santa Clara,
where Diamassuto came to them and entered into a treaty of
friendship, worshipping the cross on his knees. They were
here told that white people frequented a neighbouring port,
and concluded that they were Hollanders. Going onwards
they found banks of sand not laid down in any chart, and en-
tered a port in lat. 24° S. The king of this place was named
Diacomena, and they here learnt that there were Portuguese
on the opposite coast who had been cast away, and now herd-
ed cattle for their subsistence. They said likewise that the
Hollanders had been three times at their port, and had left
them four musketeers with whose assistance they had made
war upon their enemies. On some trees there were several
inscriptions, among which were the following. Christopho-
rus Neoportus Anglus Cap. and on another Dominus Roover-
tus Schurleius Comes, Legatus Regis Persarum.

In the latitude of 25° S. they entered a port which they

named

10 It is singular that the large circular bay of Mansitare in lat. 192 30’
3. is not named, although probably meant by the river Maze in the text.—E.

11 Now called Ranoumanthe, discharging its waters into the bay of St
Vincents.—E.

12 Now Port St James.—L.,
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named 8¢ Augustine'? in a kingdom called Vavalinta, of
which a Bugue named Diamacrinale was king, who no sooner
saw the Portuguese than he asked if these were some of the
men from the other coast. This confirmed the stories they
had formerly heard respecting the Portuguese, and they were
here informed that the place at which they dwelt was only six
days sail from that place. In September they got sight of
Cape Romain or St Mary the most southern point of Mada-
gascar, where they spent 40 days in stormy weather, and on
St Lukes day, 18th October, they entered the port of that
name in the kingdom of Enseroe. The natives said that
there were white people who wore crosses, only at the dis-
tance of half a days journey, who had a large town , and Ran-
dumana the king came on board the caravel, and sent one of
his subjects with a Portuguese to shew him where these
white people dwelt, but the black ran away when only half
way.

Xmong others of the natives who came to this place to
trade with the Portuguese, was a king named Bruto Chem-
banga with above 500 fighting men. His sons were almost
white, with long hair, wearing gowns and breeches of cotton
of several colours with silver buttons and bracelets and seve-
ral ornaments of gold, set with pearls and coral. 'The terri-
tory of this king was named Matacassi, bordering on Lnseroe
to the west. He said that the Portuguese were all dead, who
not far from that place had built a town of stone houses, where
they worshipped the cross, on the foot or pedestal of which
were unknown characters. Ide drew representations of all
these things on the sand, and demanded a high reward for
his 'intelligence. Some of his people wore crosses, and in-
fornied the Portuguese that there were two ships belonging to
the Hollanders in port 8¢ Lucia or Mangascafe. In a small
island at this place there was found a square stone fort *4, and
at the foot of it the arms of Portugal were carved on a piece
of marble, with this inscription :

REX PORTUGALENSIS (O S.
Many

13 In lat 23° 30" or directly under the tropic of Capricorn, is a bay now
called St Augustine. If that in the text, the latitude is erroneous a degree
and a halt.—E.

14 This is unintelligible as it stands in the text. Tt may possibly have
been a square stone pedestal for one of the crosses of discovery, that used to
be set up by the Portuguese navigators as marks of possession.~E.

1
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Many conjectures were formed to account for the significa-
tion of the circle between the two last Jetters of this inscrip-
tion, but nothing satisfactory could be discovered. King
Chembanga requested that a Portuguese might be sent along
with him to his residence, to treat upon some important afe
fairs, and left his nephew as an hostage for his safe return.
Accordingly the master, Antonio Gonzales, and one of the
priests named Pedro Freyre, were sent ; who, at twelve leagues
distance, came to his residence called Fansaria, a very po-
pulous and magnificent place. At first he treated them with
much kindness, after which he grew cold towards them, but
on making him a considerable present he became friendly,
and even delivered to them his eldest son to be carried to Goa,
desiring that the two jesuits and four other Portuguese might
be left as hostages, to whom he offered the island of Santa
Cruz to live in. These people are descended from the Moors,
and call themselves Relimas ; they have the alcoran in Arabic,
and have faquirs who teach them to read and write; they
are circumcised, eat no bacon, and some of them have seve-
ral wives. The king said that in the time of his father a
ship of the Portuguese was cast away on this coast, from
which about 100 men escaped on shore, some of whom had
their wives along with them, and the rest married there and
left a numerous progeny. He repeated several of their names,
and even showed a book in Portuguese and Latin which had
belonged 1o them, and some maps ; and concluded by saying
that there were more Portuguese on that cuast, seven days
Jjourney to the north. On farther inquiry, a man 90 years
of age was found, who had known the Portugucse that were
cast away there, and could still remember a few detached
words of their language.

The Portuguese set all hands to work to build a house and
chapel for the two jesuits and four Portuguese who were to
remain, and when the work was finished, mass was solemnly
said on shore, many of the natives comingto learn how to
make the sign of the cross. One day while the king was looking
on, and saw several men labouring hard to carry a cross that
was meant to be set upon a rock, he went half naked and
barcheaded, and carried it without assistance to the piace ap-
pointed. The Portuguese might well say they “had found
another emperor Heraclius ; for after this pious act of gigan-
tic strength, he became very wicked ; for being ready to sail,
De Costa demanded that the king’s son who had been proé-
; mise
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mised should be sent, but he denied having ever made any
such promise, and offered a slave. On this the captain sent
the master and pilot with some men to enforce the demand,
and a safe conduct for some Portuguese to go to port 8¢ Lu-
¢ia to see an inscription said by the natives to be at that
place.  The peace was thus broken, and a party of Portu-
guese soldiers was sent armed against the king, who endea-
voured to resist, and the king’s son, a youth of eleven years
of age was brought away, the natives being unable to contend
against fire-arms. Several messages were sent offering a high
ransom for the boy ; but o® being told by the captain that he
would lose his head if he did not carry him to the viceroy,
they went away much grieved. ‘This happened about the
end of 1613 ; and towards the middle of 1614, de Costa ar-
rived safe at Goa with the boy, whom the viceroy caused to
be instructed in Christianity by the jesuits, and stood god-fa-
ther at his baptism on St Andrews day, when he was named
Andrew Azevedo.

The viceroy treated him with much honour and magnifi-
cence, in hopes that when he succeeded to his father, he
might encourage the propagation of the gospel in Madagas-
car; and when he was supposed to be sufficiently instructed,
he was sent away, accompanied by four jesuits. On this oc-
casion a pink and caravel were sent to Madagascar, com-
manded by Pedro de Almeyda Cabral, and Juan Cardoso
de Pina, who sailed from Goa on the 17th of September 1616.
On the 20th of March 1617, they discovered a most delight-
ful island, watered with pure springs, and producing many
unknown plants besides others already known, both aromatic
and medicinal. To this island, in which were two mountains
which overtopped the clouds, they gave the name of Isola del
Cisne or swan island, and on it the jesuits planted some cros-
ses and left inscriptions commemorative of the discovery 5.
The wreck of two ships of the Hollanders were found on this
island. On the arrival of the two Portuguese ships in the
port of St Lucia in Madagascar, the king and queen of Mata-
cassi received their son with the strongest demonstrations of
Joy, and gave back the hostages left on taking him away.
The four jesuits with six soldiers accompanied the young

. prince

15 The text gives no indication by which even to conjecture the situation

of this island, unless that being beund towards the southern part of the east

coast of Madagascar, it may possibly have been either the isle of France, or
that of Bourbon, —E. - ,
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prince to his fsther’s court at Fansaria, where, and at every
place through which he passed, he was received with demon-
strations of joy, which to the Portuguese seemed ridiculous,
as no doubt those used by the Portuguese on similar occasions
would have appcared to them. The king made a similar a-
grecnient with the two commanders on this voyage with that
formerly made with De Costa, which was that the fathers
should inhabit the island of Santa Cruz and have liberty to
preach the gospel in Madagascar. Upon this the fathers
went to the fort at Santa Cruz, where Don Andrew, the king’s
son, sent them workmen and provisions.

The captain, Pedro de Almeyda, had orders to bring ano-
ther of the king’s sons to Goa, and if refused to carry one
away by force ; but the king declared that he had only one
other son, who was too young for the voyage, on which Al-
meyda satistied himself with Anria Sambo, the king’s nephew,
who was carried to Goa, and baptized by the name of Je-
rome. When sufliciently instructed in the Christian religion,
he was sent back to his country in a pink, commanded by
Emanuel de Andrada, tegether with two Jesuits, 100 soldiers,
and presents for the king and prince, worth 4000 ducats.
They set out in the beginning of February 1618 ; and being
under the necessity of watering at the fsola de Cisne, they
found three ships sunk at the mouth of the river. On land-
ing, twenty- Hollanders were found about two leagues from
the shore, guarding the goods they had saved from the wreck.
They made some opposition, but were forced to submit to
superior numbers, and were found to bave a large quantity
of cloves, pepper, arms, ammunition, and provisions. An-
drada carried the priconers, and as many of the valuable com-
modities on board his pink as it could contain, and set fire
to the rest, though the Hollanders alleged that they had come
from the Moluccas, with a regular pass.

When Andrada arrived in the port of St Lucia, the two
Jesuits came to him both sick, declaring that it was im-
possible to live in that country, where all the men who had
been left along with them had died. Andrada sent the let-
ters with which he was intrusted to the king and prince, by
the servants of Don Jerome; and in return, the king sent
100 fat oxen, with a great quantity of fowls and honey, and
six slaves, but would not come himself, and it was found that
his son had reverted to Mahometanism. The tribes in Mada-

gascar
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gascar called Sadias and Lansayros are Mahometan Kafrs'®,
and are attached to the liberty allowed by the law of Maho-
met, of having a plurality of wives. The king was of the
Fansayro tribe, and was now desirous to destroy Andrada
and the Portuguese by treachery ; incited to this change of
disposition by a Chingalese slave belonging to the Jesuits, who
had run away, and persuaded the king, that the Portuguese
would deprive him of his kingdom, as they had already done
many of the princes in Ceylon and India. The Kafrs came
accordingly to the shore in great numbers, and began to at-
tack the Portuguese with sstones and darts, but were soon
put to flight by the fire-arms, and some of them slain, whose
bodies were hung upon trees as a warning to the rest, and
one of their towns was burnt.

‘Aridrada carvied away with him Don Jerome, the king’s
nephew, and a brother of his who was made prisoner in a
skirmish with the natives, who was converted, and died at
Goa. All the Jesuits agreed to desist from the mission of
Madagascar, and departed along with Andrada much against
his inclination ; and thus ended the attempt to convert the
natives of Madagascar to the Christian religion. :

Section XIV.

Continuation of the Transactions of the Portuguese in India,
Jfrom 1617 to 1640 ; and the conclusion of the Porluguese
Asia of Manuel de Faria.

Towarps the end of 1617, Don Juan Coutinno, count
of Redondo, came to Goa, as viceroy, to succeed Azevedo.
During this year, three ships and two fly-boats, going from
Portugal for India, were intercepted near the Cape of Good
Hope by six English ships, when the English admiral declared
that he had orders from his sovercign to seize effects of the
Portuguese to the value of 70,000 crowns, in compensation
for the injury done by the late viceroy Azevedo to the four
English ships at Surat. Christopher de Noronha, who com-

; . manded

16 In strict propriety, this expression is a direct contradiction, as Kafr
is an Arabic word signifying unbelievers ; but having been long employed
as a generic term for the natives of the eastern coast of Africa, from the
Hottentots to the Moors of Zeyla exclusively, we are obliged to employ the

ordinary language.~--E,
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manded the Portuguese ships, immediately paid the sum de-
manded by the English admiral, together with 20,000 crowns
more to divide among his men. But Noronha, on his arrival
at Goa, was immediately put under an arrest by the viceroy,
for this pusillanimous behaviour, and was sent home prisoner
to Lisbon, to answer for his conduct.

In the year 1618, the Moor who had been seen long before,
at the time when Nunno de Cunna took Diu, and was then
upwards of 300 years old, died at Bengal now 60 years older,
yet did not appear more than 60 years old at his death. In
1619, a large wooden cross, which stood on one of the hills
which overlook Goa, was seen by many of the inhabitants of
that city, on the 23d of February, to have the perfect figure
of a crucified man upon it. The truth of this having been
ascertained by the archbishop, he had it taken down, and got
made from it a smaller cross, only two spans long, on which
was fixed a crucified Jesus of ivory, and the whole surrounded
by a2 golden glory; the rest of the cross being distributed
to the churches and persons of quality. Ten days after this
cross was removed, water gushed from the hole in which
it was formerly fixed, in which cloths being dipped wrought
many miraculous cures. A church was built on the spot to
commemorate the miracle. At this time it was considered,
in an assembly of the principal clergy, whether the threads,
worn by the bramins across their shoulders, were a heathenish
superstition or only a mark of their nobility, and, after a long
debate, it was determined to be merely an honourable distince
tion. The reason of examining this matter was, that many of
the bramins refused to embrace the Christian faith, because
obliged to renounce these threads.

In November 1619, the count of Redondo died ; and, by
virtue of a patent of succession, Ferdinand de Albuquerque
became governor-general, being now 70 years of age, 40 of
which he had been an inhabitant of Goa, and consequently
was well versed in the affairs of India, but too slow in his
motions for the pressing occasions of the time. During his
administration, the Portuguese were expelled from Ormuz by
the sultan of Shiras, assisted by six English ships.

In July 1620, the Hollanders were desirous of gaining pos-
session of the city of Macao in China, and appeared before it
in seventeen ships, or, as some say, twenty-three, having 2000
soldiers on board, and were likewise in hopes of taking the
fleet at that place, which was bound for Japan, having already
- taken
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taken several Portuguese and Chinese ships near the Philip-
pine islands. ~ After battering the fort of 8t Francis for five
days, the Dutch admiral, Cornelius Regers, landed 800 men,
with which he got possession of a redoubt or entrenchment,
with very little opposition.  He then marched to take posses-
sion of the city, not then fortified, where he did not expect
any resistance; but Juan Suarez Vivas, taking post on some
strong ground with only 160 men, defeated the Hollanders
and compelled them to return precipitately to their ships,
leaving 300 of their men slain, seven only with the colours and
one piece of cannon being taken, and they threw away all
their arms to enable them to swim off to their ships. In
the mean while, the ships continued to batter the fort, but
were so effectually answered that some of them were sunk and
sixty men slain.  After this the enemy abandoned the en-
terprise, and the citizens of Macao built a wall round the
city with six bastions; and, as the mountain of our Lady of
the Guide commanded the bastion of St Paul, a fort was con-
structed on its summit armed with ten large guns.

We hava formerly mentioned the destruction of the Portu-
guese cities of Liampo and Chinckeo, in China, through their
own bad cohduct. I'rom that time, they lived in the island
of Lampazau till the year 1557, when they were permitted to
build the city Macao, the largest belonging to the Portuguese
in the east after Goa. They had been in use to resort to the
island of Sanchuan, on the coast of China, for trade, where
they lived in huts made of boughs of trees, and covered
with sails during their stay. At ﬁlis time, the island of Go-
axama, eighteen leagues nearer the coast of China, being wild
and mountainous, was the resort of robbers who infested the
neighbouring part of the continent, and, as the Chinese con-
sidered the Portugucse a more tolerable evil than these out-
laws, they offered them that island on condition of extirpating
the nest of thieves. 'The Portuguese undertook this task,
and succeeded withont losing 2 man.  Then every one began
to build where he liked best, as there were no proprietors to
sell the land, which now sells at a dear rate. 'The trade and
reputation of this city increasing, it soon became populous,
containing above 1000 Portuguese inhabitants all rich; and as
the merchants usually give Jarge portions with their daughters,
many persons of quality used to resort thither in search of
wives. Besides these, there are a number of Chinese inha-

bitants who are Christians, who are clothed and live after
the
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the manner of the Portuguese; and about 6000 heathens,
who are artificers, shop-keepers, and merchants. - ‘The duties of
ships trading from thence to Japan, amount to 300,000 Xe-
raphins, at 10 per cent, being about equal to as many pieces-
of-cight, or Spanish dollars’. The yearly expence of the
garrison and repairs of the fortifications is above 40,000 du-
cats. A similar sum is paid yearly for duties at the fair of
Quantung, or Canton. The Japan voyage, inclading pre-
sents to the King and Tonos, and the expence of the embassy,
costs 25,000, The Misericordia expends about 9000 in cha-
rity, as the city maintains two hospitals, three parish churches,
and five monasterics, besides sending continual alms to the
Christians in China, Hainan, Japan, Tonkin, Cochinchina,
Cambodia, and Siam.

Albuquerque governed India from the end of 1619, to the
month of September 1622, during all which time so little
care was taken in Spain of the affairs of Portuguese India,
that he did not receive a single letter from the king. In every
thing relating to the civil government he was equal to any of his
predecessors, but was unfortunate in military affairs, especial-
ly in the loss of Ormuz. In 1621, Don Alfonzo de Noronna
was nominated viceroy of India; but sailing too late, was
driven back to Lisbon, being the last viceroy appointed by
the pious Philip I1I. On the news coming to Lisbon, of the
shameful surrender of the city of Bakia, in the Brazils, to the
Hollanders, without considering his age, quality, and rank,
he listed as a private soldier for that service, an instance of
bravery and patriotism deserving of eternal fame, and an ex-
ample that had many followers.

Don Francisco de Gama, Count of Vidugueyra, who had
been much hated as viceroy of India, and sore affronted at
his departure, as formerly related, always endeavoured to ob-
tain that command a second time, not for revenge, as some
asserted, but to satisfy the world that he had been undeserv-
edly ill used. At length he obtained his desire, after twenty
years solicitation, upon the accession of Philip IV. of Spair.
He sailed from Lisbon on the 15th of March 1622, with four
ships. On the coast of Natal, a flash of lightning struck his

ship,

1 The xeraphin, as formerly mentioned, being 3s. 9d:, this yearly revenue
amounted to L.52,250 sterling. Bu! the state of Macao, in the text, refers
te what it was 150 years ago. Tt is still inhabited by Portuguese, and re-
mains a useless dependence on Portugal, owing its principal support to the
residence of the British factory for the greater part of the year—E.
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ship, and burnt his colours, but killed no one. Under the
line two of his ships left him, and arrived at Goa in the end
of August ; another ship staid behind, and it was thought
they shunned his company designedly. At this time six
Dutch ships plied near the islands of Angoxa, or the Co-
moros, one of which perished in pursuit of a Portuguese
ship ; and while standing on for Mozambique, the viceroy en-
countered the other five, on the 22d of June. His other ships
had now joined him, and a terrible battle ensued, which fell
heaviest on the vice-admiral, whose ship was entirely disabled,
but the viceroy and Francisco Lobo rescued and brought
him off; yet the ship was so much battered that it sunk,
some men and part of the money on board being saved, but
some of the men fell into the hands of the enemy. Night
coming on, the ships of the viceroy and Lobo were cast upon
certain sands and lost, when they saved what goods, rigging,
ammunition, and cannon they were able, and burnt the rest,
to prevent them from falling into the hands of the enemy.
"The viceroy shipped all the goods that were saved on board
some galliots, with what men they could contain, and went to
Cochin, whence he went to Goa in September. On seeing
him replaced in the dignity of viceroy, his enemies were ter-
rified lest he might revenge the affronts formerly given him,
but he behaved with nnexpected moderation. He wished to
have punished Simon de Melo, and Luis de Brito, for the
shameful loss of Ormuz. Melo had fled to the Moors, and
Brito was in prison ; so that he only was punished capitally,
and the other was hung in effigy.

About the year 1624, some of the Portuguese missionaries
penetrated into the country of Thibet, in which are the
sources of the river Ganges. The natives are well inclined,
and of docile dispositions ; zealous of their salvation, and value
much the devotions enjoined them by their priests, called
Lamas, who profess poverty and celibacy, and are much given
to prayer. They have churches and convents like the most
curious of those in Europe, and have some knowledge of the
Christian religion, but mixed with many errors, and with
strange customs and ceremonies; yet it plainly appears that

they had formerly the light of the true gospel®; and they
abhor

2 Wherever any coincidence appears in the ceremonies and externals of
the heathen worship, the zealous catholics are eager to conceive that these
have been horrowed from Christianity ; unconscious that their own mum-
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abhor the Mahometans and idolaters, being easily converted
to the Christian faith. The habit of the Lamas is a red
cassock, without sleeves, leaving their arms bare, girt with a
piece of red cloth, of which the ends hang down to their feet.
On their shoulders they wear a striped cloth, which they say
was the dress of the Son of God; and they have a bottle of
water hung at their girdle. They kecp two fasts, during the
principal of which they eat but once a-day, and do not speak
a word, using signs on all necessary occasions. During the
other fast they eat as often as they have a mind, but use flesh
only at one meal. The people are called to prayers by the
sound of trumpets, some of which are made of dead men’s
bones ; and they use human skulls as drinking-vessels. Of
other bones they make beads, which they allege is to remind
them of death. The churches are only opened twice a-year,
when the votaries walk round the outside three times in pro-
cession, and then go in to reverence the images, some of
which are of angels, called by them Las, the greatest being
the one who intercedes with God for the souls of men. This
“being represented with the devil under his feet, was supposed
by the missionaries to be St Michael the archangel. It is not
unworthy of remark, that the word Lama, signifying priest,
begins with La, which means an angel. The young Lamas
go about the towns, dancing to the sound of bells and other
noisy instruments of music ; which, they say, is in imitation
of the angels, who are painted by the Christians as singing in
choirs.

At the beginning of every month a procession is made in
which are carried black flags and the figures of devils, and
attended by drums and music, which they believe chases away
the devils. They use holy water, which is consecrated with
many prayers, having gold coral and rice put into it, and is
used for driving devils from their houses. The country people
bring black horses, cows and sheep, over which the Lamas say
many prayers, as it is alleged the devils endeavour to get into
cattle of ‘a black colour. They cure the sick by blowing on
the part affected. They have three different kinds of funerals,
according to the star which rules at the time of death. In
one the body is buried in a tomb adorned with gilded pyra-
mids. In another the body is burnt and the ashes being

mixed

meries have all been borrowed from heathen worship, and superadded o
the rational purity of primitive Christianity.—E.
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mixed with clay are formed into images by which they swear.
In the last, which is reckoned the most honourable, the body
is exposed to be devoured by certain birds resembling cranes.
These three forms are used with such as have spent good lives,
but others are cut in pieces and thrown to the dogs. They
believe that the good go directly to heaven, and the bad to
hell; while such as are indifferent remain in an intermediate
‘state, whence their souls return to animate noble or base
creatures according to their deserts. They give their children
the names of filthy beasts, at the recommendation of their

- .
priests, that the devil may be loth to meddle with them.
They believe in one God in Trinity ; the son having become
a man and died, yet is now in heaven. God equal with the
father, yet man at the same time; and that his mother was a
woman who is now in heaven: And they compute the time of
the death of the son nearly as we do the appearance of the
Redeemer on earth. They believe in a hell as we do, and
burn lamps that God may light them in the right road in the
other world: Yet do they use divination after a ridiculous
manner. The country of Thibet produces several fruits of
the same kinds with those grown in Europe, together with
rice and wheat, and has abundance of cattle ; but a great part
of the land is barren. '

The Jesuit fathers Andrada and Marquez went from Delhi
in the country of the Great Mogul to Thibet along with a
caravan of pilgrims that were going to visit a famous pagoda.
Passing through the kingdom of Lahore, they came to the
vast mountains whence the Ganges flows into the lower plain
country of Hindostan, secing many stately' temples by the
way full of idols. At the kingdom of Sirinagur they saw the
Ganges flowing among snow, the whiteness of which is daz-
zling to the eyes of travellers. At the end of 50 days journey
they came to a pagoda on the borders of Sirinagur, to which
multitudes resort to bathe in a spring, the water of which is
so hot as to be hardly sufferable, and which they imagine
cleanses them from sin. The people here feed on raw flesh
and eat snow, yet are very healthy; and the usual order of
the sexes is reversed, as the women plough and the men spin.
Having rested at the town of Mana the fathers pursued their
journey, almost blinded by travelling continually among snow,
and came at length to the source of the Ganges, which flows
from agreatlake. They soon afterwards entered the kingdom
of Thibet, and were horiourably received by officers sent on

purpose
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purpose from Chaparangue, the residence of the king of
Thibet. The king and queen listened to their doctrines with
muich complacency, and even admitted their truths without
dispute, and would not allow them to return to India till
they promised an oath to come back, when the king notonly
engaged to give them liberty to preach, but that he would
build them a chorch, and was greatly pleased with a picture
they left him of the Virgin and Child.

The fathers returned according to promise, on which the
king built them a church and was afterwards baptised along
with the queen, in spite of every thing the Lamas could say to
prevent him. * From merchants who traded to this place from
China, the fathers understood that it was 60 days journey
from Chaparangue to China, 40 of which was through the
kingdom of Usangue, and thence 20 days to China. ~They
likewise learnt that Cathay is not a kingdom, but a great city
the metropolis ‘of a province subject to the grand Sopo,
very near China, whence perhaps some give the name of
Cathay to China3. Perhaps this kingdom of Thibet is the
empire of Prester John, and not Ethiopia as some have be-
lieved. .

After having governed five years, the Count of Vidugueyra
was ordered by the king to resign to Don Francisco de Mas-
carennas in 1628 ; but as that gentleman had left India for
Europe, the viceroy resigned the charge of government to
Don Luis de Brito, bishop of Cochin, and went home to Por-
tugal. In this year the king of Acheen made an attempt to
gain possession of Malacca, against which he sent a fleet of
250 sail, with 20,000 soldiers and a great train of artillery.
In this. great fleet there were 47 gallies of extraordinary
strength, beauty, and size, all near 100 feet long and of pro-
portional breadth.  The king embarked with his wife, chil-
dren, and treasure ; but upon some ill omen the fleet and army
sailed without him, and came before Malacca in the beginning
of July 1629, the former under the command of Marrgja,
and the latter of Lacsamana, an experienced gencral who had
made many conquests for his master. Having landed the
troops, they were attacked by Antonio Pinto de Fonseca with
only 200 men, who slew above 300 of the enemy without

VOL. VIL. B losing

3 This is evidently erroneous, as we know certainly from the travels of
Marco Polo and other authorities, that Cathay was the northern part of
China, once a separate kingdom.—E,
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Josing a man, and then retreated inte the city. . Juan Suarez
Vivas with 350 Portuguese, who eemmanded at Iller, defended
that post for some time with great gallantry and did great ex-
gcution among the enemy; but at length, overpowered by num-
bers, was forced to retire. Having gained an eminence cal~
led mount St Juan, the enemy erected a battery there from
which they played furiotisly against the fort, which answered
them with great spirit. The Capuchin convent dedicated to
the Mother of God, being considered as of great importance
for the defence of the fort, was gallantly defended for 50 days
by Diego Lopez de Fonseea; who on one occasion made a
sally with 200 Portuguese and defeated 2000 of the enemy.
On Lopez falling sick, Francisco Carvallo de Maya took the
command of that post, and defended it till the convent was
entirely ruined, so that he was obliged to withdraw into the
city, on which the enemy converted it into a strong post in
which Lacsamana took up his quarters with 3000 men.
Marraja occupied mount St Juan, on which he erected a
large fort ; others were established at the convent of St Law-
rencey at Iller and other places, having strong batteries and
lines of communication, so that the city was invested on all
sides by land, while a iumber of arimed boats prevented all
access by sea for relief. Tonseca, who commanded in the
besieged city, sent out Vivas with 220 Portuguese troops to
dislodge Lacsamana from his head-quarters on the ruins of
the Capuchin convent, on which occasion Vivas gained pos-
session of the post by a night attack, killing 100 of the
encmy, and retired with several cannon. ILhe king of Pam,
who was in alliance with the Portuguese, sent a fleet of paraos
with 2000 men to ihe assistance of the town; and Michael
Pereyra Botello brought five sail from the city of San Thome:
Yet these reinforcements were insufficiént to induce the enemy
to retire, though they had lost above 4000 men during the

siege, while 60 were slain on the side of the defenders.
Although the bishop_of Cochin was informed in June of
the intended attack on Malacca and the weak state of its gar-
rison, he postponed sending any reinforcement, as it was then
the dead of winter on the Malabar coast, proposing to dis-
patch succours in September. He died however about the
end of July 1629, after having governed India for nineteen
or twenty months. Upon his death the next patent of suc-
cessian was opened, which named Don Lorenzo de Cunna, the
commander of Goa, to the civil government of India, and
Nunno

5
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Nunno Alvarez Pereyra to the military command. Of this
last name there happened to be two in India, or none. If
Don Nunno Alvarez Pereyra, a gentleman well known, were
meant, the title of Don was omitted in the patent; if Nunno
Alvarez Botello, the sirname seemed wrong. = It was thought
unlikely that the title of Don could be omitted through mis-
take, as that in Portugal is peculiar to certain families. The
mistake of name in regard to Nunno Alvarez Botello was
more probable, as he had long gone by the name of Pereyra,
in memory of his grandfather Alvarez Pereyra, and had dropped
that name for Botello when he inherited the estate of his
father, whose name was Botello; yet some continued to call
him by the old name, and others gave him the new one. The
council of Goa, and the Count de Linnares after his arrival
in India, allowed the pretensions of Botello.

In the meantime, considering how dangerous delay might
prove to Malacca in its distress, Nunno Alvarez Botello un-
dertook the relief of that place, saying that he would postpone
the decision of the dispute till his return.” By general cone
sent however, he went by the title of governor; and by di-
rection of the council of Goa, the Chancellor Gonzalo Pinto
de Fonscca assumed the administration of justice, so that the
government was divided between him, De Cunna, and Bo-
tello, who used such diligence in preparing for his expedition
to relieve Malacca, that, from the 2d of August, when the
charge of governor was awarded to him, to the beginning of
September, he had collected 900 Portugunese troops, a good
train of artillery, a large ‘supply of arms and ammunition,
and 30 vessels, and was ready to put to sea as soon as the
weather would allow. He set sail on the 22d of September,
rather too early, and encountered four several storms during
his voyage, two of which were so terrible that every one ex-
pected to be lost. He at length reached Pulobutum, whence
he sent two vessels to give notice at Malacca of his approach,
yet arrived himself before them. At Pulobutum he found
a vessel belonging to Cochin and two from Negapatnam, be-
ing some addition to his fleet. He arrived at Malacca on
the afternoon of the 22d Octeber 1629, to the great surprise
of Lacsamana, as his fleet was then in the river Pongor, a
league from Malacca, and so situated as to be umable to ¢~
cape. ’

Botello immediately landed and gave the necessary orders,

and again embarking forced his way up the river through
showers



20 Portuguese Discovery and  PART 1L BOOK Il

showers of bullets, which he repaid with such interest that the
enemy abandoned their advanced works that same night, and
retired to that which they had constructed on the ruins of
the Capuchin monastery. As the river Pongor had not suf-
ficient water for the Portuguese ships, Botello embarked a
strong detachment in 83 balones or balames, being country-
vessels of lighter draught, with which he went in person to
view the strength and posture of the hostile fleet. Being anx-
ious for the safety of their gallies, the enemy abandoned their
works at Madre de Dios and San Juan, and threw up other
works with wonderful expedition for the protection of their
fleet. But having attacked these with much advantage, Bo-
tello proposed to the enemy to surrender, on which Marraja
returned a civil but determined refusal. His situation being
desperate, Marraja endeavoured in the night to escape with
the smaller vessels, leaving his large gallies at the mercy of the
Portuguese, but was prevented by the vigilance and bravery
of Vasquez de Evora, who cut off many of his men, not with-
out some loss on his own side, having one of his arms carried
off. The enemy now endeavoured to make use of their for-
midable gallies, and the chief among them called the Terror
of the World was seen in motion ; on which Botello sent the
admiral of the Portuguese gallies, Francisco Lopez to attack
her, which he did with great gallantry, passing through clouds
of smoke, and a tremendous fire of artillery, and after two
hours hard fighting, carried her by boarding, after killing 500
of her men out of 700, with the loss only of seven of his own
men.

On the 25th of November, the enemy set fire to a galley
that was full of women whom they had brought to people Ma-
lacca, and made a fresh attempt to break through the Portu-
guese fleet, but without success, many of them being slain and
taken, and great numbers leapt into the water, and fled to the
woods, where they were dévoured by wild beasts. Lacsama-
na then hung out a flag of truce, and sent a deputation to
treat with Botello, who answered that he would listen to no
proposals till they restored Pedro de Abren the Portuguese
ambass<ador, whom they kept prisoner ; and as they de%ayed
compliance, the Portuguese cannon recommenced a destruc-
tive fire. On the last day of November, Botello got notice
that Marraja the Acheen admiral wasslain, and that the king
Pam was approaching to the assistance of the Portuguese with
100 sail of vessels. Botello went immediately to visit him, and

was
8
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was received with the customary ceremonies used by the east-
ern princes to the Portuguese governors. ~ After interchang-
ing presents and mutual compliments, Botello returned to his
post, where he found the Portuguese rather slackening their
efforts in consequence of a desperate cannonade from the ene-
my. But on the 4th of December, the enemy sent fresh pro-
posals for an accommodation, accompanied by the ambassador
Abreu, requiring only to be allowed to withdraw with three
of their gallies and 4000 men, being all that remained of 20,000
with which they had invested Malacca. In answer to this,
they were told they must surrender at discretion on promise
of life; and as Lacsamana hesitated to accept such humiliat-
ing terms, Botello assaulted and forced all his works, where
many of the enemy were put to the sword ; some throwing
themselves into' the river to swim across were drowned, and
others who fled to the woods were devoured by beasts of prey.
In fine, Botello obtained the most glorious victory that was
ever gained by the Portuguese in India; as of all the fleet
which came against Malacca, not a single vessel got away,
and of the large army, not one man escaped death or captivi-
ty. So great was the booty, that the whole of the Portuguese
troops and mariners were enriched, Botello reserving nothing
to his own share but a parrof which had been much valued by
Lacsamana.

On going to Malacca after this great victory, he entreated
to be allowed to walk barefooted and unaccompanied to church,
that he might humbly prostrate himself before the Lord of
Hosts, in acknowledgement that the victory was entirely due
to God, and not to the Portuguese valour; but he was con-
strained to enter the city in triumph. The streets were crowd-
ed with men, and the windows and house tops thronged with
women, who sprinkled the hero with sweet waters and strew-
ed flowers in his path. The music could not be heard for
the noise'of cannon, and all the city was filled with extreme
joy. At this time an embassy came from the king of Pera,
who was tributary to the king of Acheen, offering to pay tri-
bute to the king of Portugal, and to deliver up a large trea-
sure left in his custody belonging to the king of Acheen and
his general Lacsamana. Don Jerome de Silveyra was sent
with eleven ships to receive the treasure, and establish a treaty
with the king ‘of Pera, who performed his promise, and- the
treasure was applied to pay the men and refit the flect.

About the middle of January 1630, Botello being off the
2 straits
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straits of Cincapura to secure the ships expected from China
against the Hollanders, Lacsamana and two other officers
who had fled to the woods were brought prisoners to him,
having been taken by the king of Pam. Owing to contrary
winds, he was unable to get up with five Dutch ships that
were about Pulo Laer, and which took a Portuguese galliot
coming from China. He returned therefore to Malacca to
refit his ships, and resolved to attempt the Dutch fort of Ja-
cafara*, the best which was possessed by these rebels in all
Asia.  In the first place, he sent Antonio de Sousa Coutinno
in the admiral galley lately belonging to Lacsamana called
the Terror of the World, in which Lacsamana was now pri-
soner, to Goa; directing that Lacsamana should be sent to
Portugal, and that this large and magnificent galley should
be given as a present to the city of Goa. In this galley there
was one cannon made of fombac, a precious sort of metal,
which was valued at above 7000 ducats, and another cannon
reckoned still more valuable on account of its curious works
manship. Lacsamana died before he could be carried to Por-

tugal. 1
Learning that the Count de Linnares, now viceroy of In-
dia, had arrived at Goa in October 1629, Botellp transmitted
to him an account of all that he had done, and desired his
assisiance and approbation to continue in these parts in order
to carry on his designs against the English and Hollanders.
About the end of April 1630, the viceroy not only sent him
every thing he asked, but gave him full power to act as gover-
nor general, without being obliged to wait for orders from
Goa. In the meantime Botello sailed with 27 ships towards
the straits of Cincapura, and put in at Jambo®, a place
abounding in pepper, and on that account much resorted to
by the Dutch and English. At this place he took two large
ships after a stout resistance ; and going higher up the river
he discovered another ship so large and beautiful that he de-
signed to make use of her for his entrance into Goa; but a
ball falling into her powder-room, blew her up. After em-
ploying three weeks in working - up the river, Botello learnt
that at a town about two leagues distant, two Dutch ships Ead
T i i de | taken

4 In the neighbourhood of which was afterwards built the city cf Batavia,
the emporitim of the Dutch trade in the east, now subject to Britain—E. °

5 Probably Faubee on the N. E. side of Sumatra, in about lat. 1§ 20’ S.
tothe 5. E. of the straits of Cincapura.—E. ” s
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taken shelter, and being desirous of taking them, he manned
14 light vessels with which he went to view the place, on
which he was opposed by 26 sail of small vessels manned with
Hollanders and natives, whom he put to flight ; but on view-
ing the place he found it impracticable to attempt the two
vessels, on account of the strength of the works by which they
were protected. He destroyed therefore all the neighbourhood
with fire and sword, and tgen sailed down the river, intending
to proceed against Jacatara. g

While on his way thither, a Dutch ship of 24 guns was
met, which was laden with powder for their forts, and on be-
ing atacked and boarded by some of his ships she took fire.
In this situation, Botello gave orders for his ships to draw off
from the danger, and on going up in his galliot to bring off
Antonio Mascarennas, the Dutch ship blew up while Botello
was passing her stern, by which his galliot was instantly sunk.
His body was found and taken to Malacca, where it was ho-
nourably interred.

Don Michael de Noronna, Count de Linnares, arrived at
Goa as viceroy of India in October 1629. ~About the com-
mencement of his administration, Constantine de Sa, who
commanded in Ceylon, marched frem Columbo, which he left
almost without any garrison, meaning to reduce the interior
provinces to subjection. His force consisted of 400 Portu-
guese, with a considerable number of Christian Chingalese,
in whose fidelity he reposed too much confidence, although a
Franciscan friar who resided among the enemy, and his own
officers warned him of the danger to which he was exposed.
He penetrated to the city of Uva with very little opposition,
which he destroyed ; but was met on his return by the king
of Candy with a considerable army, to whom the greatest
part of the Christian Chingalese immediately deserted, and
aided him in battle against the Portuguese, now reduced to
400 of their own troops and 200 Chingalese who remained
faithful. De Sa and his inconsiderable army fought against
prodigious odds during three entire days, but the general be-
ing slain, the Portuguese troops fell into disorder, and were
all slain or taken prisoners,

Immediately after this victory, the king of Candy laid siege
to Columbo with an army of 50,000 men, while the garrison
under Launcelot de Leixas did not exceed 400, even includ-
ing the priests and monks. ' The garrison was reduced to ex~
treme distress, angd even threatened with famine, when afShiP

rom
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from Cochin brought them a relief of provisions and ammuni-
tion ; after which five ships came from San Thome and one
from Goa. Though not mentioned by De Faria, it appcars
that the siege was now raised ; as at a subsequent period, after
the natives%iad reduced almost the whole of the island, the
kings of Candy, Uva, and Matale again laid siege to Columbo
with an army of 20,000 men. At this time five ships came
from Goa to carry oft the cinnamon to Portugal, on which
the enemy raised the siege, believing these ships had come to
relieve and reinforce the garrison.

The viceroy now 'appoihited Don George de Almeyda to
the command in Ceylon, who sailed from Goa for that place
on the 19th of February 1631, in the great galley taken by
Botello when he destroyed the fleet of Acheen: But encoun-
tering a storm off Cape Comorin, the galley was ready to
founder, on which Almeyda took to the boat with 29 persons,
.and reached one of the Maldive islands after four days of in-
credible distress. Going over from thence to Cochin, he re-
ceived a reinforcement of some Portuguese troops, with 500
kafrs and 800 Canarin lascars, and a supply of money, ammut-
nition, and provisions, Having raised some more men at
Cochin, Almeyda sailed again for Ceylon, where he arrived on
the 21st October 1681, and landed at Columbo. He march-
ed immediately against the enemy, though then the rainy
season, and was soon forced to desist, as the country was
mostly overflowed, and at this season the trees swarm with
Leeches, which drop down upon the men as they pass, and
bleed them to death.

On the return of fine weather, Almeyda marched again on
the 5th January 1632, though with much difficulty, as the
waters were still out, so that the men had often to wade up
to their breasts, Being opposed by the enemy near the fort
of Tranqueyra Grande, many of them were slain, as the ge-
neral gave three or four pistoles for every head that was
brought him. At another pass, the enemy were defended, to
the number of 6000 men, by some works, but on being at-
tacked, and many of them killed, the rest fled, destroying
every thing they could not carry away. After these successes,
many of the natives came in, and submitted, and were treated
with kindness ; but as others hid themselves in hopes of getting
away to join the enemy, Almeyda caused them to be apprehend-
ed, and given as slaves among his officers. One was delivered to
the Kafrs, who, in sight of his wife and children, cut him (l;l.nmlg:.
. iately

‘s
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diately in pieces, which they divided among them to eat. At
Cardevola, the enemy had two forts, which were carried by
escalade. 'The enemy fled in every quarter, 'making no stand
till they arrived at the foot of the mountains of Candy, where
they were defeated, and the forts of Manicravare, Sofragam,
Maluana, and Caliture, were immediately afterwards reduced,
as was the district of Matura, of which the commander of the
Chingalese Christians, who deserted from de &a, had made
himself king. = At last the king of Candy sent to implore
peace, which was granted at the intercession of the priests
and monks. In fine, Almeyda not only restored the reputa-
tion of the Portuguese arms in Ceylon, but increased it, and
established the government of the island in good order. He
was removed, however, by the succeeding viceroy, and re-
turned to Goa poor, and ful! of honour, where he died poor,
more from grief than age ; and no sooner was he deprived of
the command, than all he had gained was speedily lost,
though it was again recovered by Diego de Melo y Castro in
1633.

About the end of the year 1635, the Count de Linares re-
signed the government of India to Pedro de Silva, who was
usually called Mole or the Soft, on account of the casiness of
his disposition. He disliked the government so much, that
he was often heard to exclaim, ¢ God forgive those who ap-
pointed me viceroy, as I am not fit for the office.” He held
the government, however, nearly four years, and died in the
end of June 1659, when he was succeeded as governor by
Antonio Tellez de Silva, whose name was found in one of the
royal patents, which was now opened. Tellez happened to
be absent from Goa 'at the time, for which reason, the arch-
bishop of Goa, who was next in nomination, assumed the
government in his name, and sent notice to him of his ap-
pointment, and in the neantime, employed himself in fitting
out twelve ships of war for the rclief of Malacca, then threat-
ened by the king of Acheen and the Hollanders. At this
time nine Dutch ships entered the river of Goa, and set on
fire three Portuguese galleons then lying at Marmugam, af-
ter which they retired without loss or opposition, because the
fort was destitute of men and ammunition. Antonio Tellez
arrived immediately after this unfortunate accident, at which
he was exceedingly enraged, not so much for the actual loss,
as that the enemy should be able to insult the harbour of the
Portuguese Indian capital without harm or resistance. On

& o the
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the back of this misfortune, news came that the Dutch fleet
of 12 sail, and that of Acheen of 25 gallies, were in sight of
Malacca. While occupied in making great preparations to
relieve Malacca, and to remedy other disorders then subsist-
ing in Portuguese India, he was superseded in the govern-
ment of India, by the arrival of Juan de Silva Tello, as vice-
roy, towards the end of 1640 ; on which Antonio Tellez, hav-
ing resigned the sword of command, immediately embarked
for Portugal, not thinking proper to serve as admiral where
he had enjoyed the supreme authority.

Other authors will write *the actions of the new viceroy,
Juan 6de Silva Tello, for he begins his task where I end
mine,

Secrion XV.

Occurrences in Pegu, Martavan, Pram, Siam, and other
places.’

We here propose to give some account of the exploits of the
black king of Siam, in wﬁose character there was a strange mix-
ture of virtues and vices. In the year 1544, the king of the Bir-
mans * besieged the city of Martavan by sea and land, being
the metropolis of the great and flourishing kingdom of that

; name,

6 Manuel de Faria rightly thought proper to close his work at this pe-
riod, which was immediately followed by the expulsian of the Pottuguese
from Malacca and Ceylon, and many other of their Indian possessions ;
where, except a few inconsiderable factories, they now only hold Goa, Diu,
and Macao, and even these possess very little trade, and no political im-
portance, From their subjection to the crown of Spain, the Dutch, who
had thrown off the iron yoke of the Austrian princes of Spain, revenged
their own injuries upon the Portuguese in India: And in the present age,
at the distance of 160 years, having themselves fallen under the heavy yoke
of the modern French Czsar, they have been stripped by Britain of every fo-
reign possession in Asia, Africa, and America.—E.

1 De Faria, IIl. 847—364, Both as in a great measure unconnected
with the Portuguese transactions, and as not improbably derived from the
werse than suspicious source of Fernand Mendez de Pinto, these very pro-
blematical occurrences have been kept by themselves, which indeed they are
ia de Faria.  After this opinion respecting their more than doubtful authenti-
city, it would be a waste of labour to attempt illustrating their geographi-
cal obscurities. Indeed the geography of India beyond the Ganges, is still
mvolved in almost impenetrable darkness, from the Bay of Bengal to the
empire of China.—E. : 5

2 Called always the Bramas by De Faria.-E,
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name, which had a revenue of three millions of gold. Clau-
dainaa was then king of Martavan, and fell from the height
of fortune to the depth of misery, The Birman fleet, on this
occasion, consisted of 700 sail, 100 of 'which were large gal+
lies, in which were 700 Portuguese, commanded by one Juan
Cayero, who was reputed a commander of courage and con-
duct. ' Aftér a siege of some months, during which the Bir-
mans lost 12,000 men in five general assaults, Chaubainon
found himself unable to withstand the power of ‘his enemy,
being reduced to such extremity that the garrison had already
eaten 3000 clephants. He offered, ‘therefore, to capitulate,
but all terms were refused by the enemy ; on which he deter~
mined to make use of the Portuguese, to whom he had always
been just and friendly + But favours received from a person n
prasperity; areforgotten when the benefactor falls into adversity.
He sent therefore one Seixas, a Portuguese in his service,
to make an offer to Cayero, if he would receive himself, his
family, and treasures, into the four ships which he command~
ed ; that he would give half the treasure to the king of Por-
tugal, to whom he would become vassal, paying such tribute
as might be agreed on, being satisfied that he could recover
his kingdom with the assistance of 2000 Portuguese troops,
whom he proposed to take into his pay. Cayero consulted
with his principal officers ‘on this proposition, and asked
Seixas, in their presence, what might be the amount of trea~
surc belonging to the king of Martavan. Seixas said, that
he had not seen the whole, but affirmed that he had seen
enough in gold and jewels to load two ships,and as much silver
as would load four or five. Envious of the prodigious for~
tune that Cayero might make by accepting this offer, the Por-
tuguese officers threatened to delate him to the Birman sove-
freigr;, if he consented, and the proposal was accordingly re-
used.

The king of Martavan was astonished at the rejection of
his proposals, and finding Seixas determined to withdraw
from the danger that menaced the city, made him a present
of a pair of bracelets, which were afterwards sold to the go-
vernior of Narsinga for 80,000 ducats. Despairing of relief
or retreat, the king of Martavan now determined to set his
capital on fire, and sallying out at the head of the few men
that remained, to die honourably fighting against his enemies.
But that night, one of his principal officcrs deserted to the
enemy, and gave notice of his intention, Thus betrayed, he
00Ta¢ 5% LS surrendered
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surrendered on promise of having his own life, and those of
his wife and children spared, and being allowed to end his
days in retirement. These terms were readily granted, as
the conqueror meant to perform no part of his engagement.

From the gate of the city to the tent of the Birman king,
at the distance .of a league, a double lane of musketeers of
sundry nations was formed, the Portuguese under Cayero
‘being stationed nearest the gate, through which the captives
were to march in procession. In the first place, came the
queen of Martavan in a chair, her two sons and two daugh-
ters being carried in two dther chairs. These were surround-
‘ed by forty beautiful young ladies, led by an equal number
of old ladics, and attended by a great number of Talegrepos,
who are a kind of monks er religious men, habited like Ca-
puchins, who prayed with and comforted the captives. Then
followed the king of Martavan, seated on a small she ele-
phant, clothed in black velvet, having his head, beard, and
eyebrows shaved, and a rope about his neck. On seeing the
Portuguese, he refused to proceed till they were removed,
after which he went on. Being come into the presence of
the king of the Birmans, he cast himself at his feet; and be-
ing unable to speak owing to grief, the Ravlim of Mounay,
Talaypor,or chief prigst of Martavan, who was esteemed a saint,
‘made a harangue in his behalf, which had been sufficient tohave
moved compassion from any other than the obdurate tyrant
to whom it was addressed, who immediately ordered the mi-
serable king, with his wife, children, and attendant ladies,
into confinement. For the two following days, a number of
men were employed to remove the public treasure of Marta-
van, amounting to 100 millions in gold; and on the third
day, the army was allowed indiscriminate plunder, which
lasted for four days, and was estimated at 12 millions. Then
the city was burnt, and above 60,000 persons were supposed
to have perished by fire and sword, an equal number being
reduced to slavery. On this occasion, 2000 temples and
40,000 houses were destroyed. ;

On the morning after the destruction of the city, 21 gib-
bets were erected on a neighbouring hill called Beydao,
which were surrounded by a strong guard of cavalry, and on
which the queen, with her children and attendants, to the num-
ber in all of 140 persons, were all hung up by the feet. . The
king of Martavan, with 50 men of the highest quality, were
flung into the sea with stones about their necks. At this bar-

= barous
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barous spectacle, the army of the Birmans mutinied, and for
some time the king was in imminent danger. Leaving a suf-
ficient number of people to rebuild the ruined city, ﬁxe Bir-
man king returned to Pegu with the rest of his army, accom~
panied by Juan Cayero, and his 700 Portuguese. Four Por-
tuguese remained at Martavan, among whom was Juan Fal-
cam; who, instead of assisting Fernan Mendez Pinto, sent
by Pedro de Faria, the commander of Malacca, to confirm
the peace which subsisted with the late king of Martavan,
accused him to the governor of the town as an enemy to the
king of the Birmans. On this false accusation, the governor
seized the vessel commanded by Pinto, in which were goods
to the value of 100,000 ducats, killed the master and some
others, and sent the rest prisoners to Pegu. This false deal-
ing was not new in Falcam, who had deserted from the late
unfortunate king of Martavan, after having received many
benefits from him.
Instead of being allowed to enjoy the fruits of his victories
in peace, the king of the Birmans was obliged to engage in a
new war with the king of Siam, who endeavoured to recover
the kingdom of Tangu, which had been wrested from him.:
For this purpose, in March 1546, he embarked with 900,000
men in 12,000 vessels, on the river Ansedaa, out of which he
passed in the month of April into the river Pichau Malacou,
and invested the city of Prom. ‘The king of this territory
was recently dead, leaving his successor, only thirteen years
of age, who was married to a daughter of the king of Ava,
from whom he looked for the assistance of 60,000 men. For
this reason, the king of Siam pressed the siege, that he might
gain the city before the arrival of the expected succours. Af-
ter six days, the queen of Prom, who administered the go-
vernment, offered to become tributary if-he would grant a
peace; but the king insisted that she should put herself inte
his hands with all her treasure. She refused these degrad-
ing terms, knowing his perfidious character, and resolved to
defend the city to the last extremity. ‘The king of Siam ac-
cordingly gave several assaults, in all of which he was re-
pulsed, and in a short time, lost above 80,000 of his men,
partly by the sword, and partly by a pestilential disease, which.
raged in his army, 500 Portuguese who were in his service
perishing among the vest.
Being unable to take the place by assault, the king of Siam
caused a great mount to be raised, which overlooked the city,
' and
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and was planted with a great number of ¢annon, by which
the defenders were prodigiously annoyed. Upon this, 5000
men sallied from the city, and destroyed the mount, killing
15,000 of the enemy; and carrying off 80 pieces of cannon.
In this affair the king of Siam was wounded s and being
greatly enraged against a body of 2000 Portuguese, who were
in his pay, and bhad the guard of the mount, he caused them
all to be massacred. About the end of August, Xemin Ma-
Zetay, one of the four principal officers, who commanded in
Prom, treacherously Letmyed the city to the king of Siam,
who ordered it to be utterly destroyed with fire and sword.
Two thousand children were cut in pieces, and given as food
to the elephants. The queen was publicly whipped, and gi-
ven up to the lust of the soldiers till she died. The young
king was tied to her dead body, and cast into the river; and
above 300 principal nobles were impaled. The king of Ava,
who was marching to the assistance of his sister, understood
the unfortunate events of Prom, but came to battle with the
traitor Zemin, who had betrayed her, who was at the head of
a numerous army. In this battle all the seoldiers of Ava were
slain except 800, after making a prodigious slaughter among
the enemy ; after which the king of Siam came up with a
part of his army, and slew the remaining 800 men of Ava,
with the loss of 12,000 of his own men, and then beheaded
the traitor Zemin. He then went up the river Queytor, with
60,000 men in 1000 boats, and coming to the port of Ava,
about the middle of October, he burnt above 2000 vessels,
and several villages, with the loss of 8000 of his men, among
whom were 62 Portuguese. Understanding that the city of
Ava was defended by 20,000 men, 30,000 of which people
had slain 150,000 of his army at Maletay, and that the king
of Pegu was coming to their relief, he returned in all haste
to Prom, where he fortified himself, and sent an ambassador
to the emperor of Calaminam, with rich presents, and the
offer of an extensive territory, on condition of sending him
effectual succours.

The empire of Calaminam is said to be 300 leagues in
length and as much in breadth, having been formerly divided
into 27 kingdoms, all using the same language, beautified
with many cities and towns, and very fertile, containing abun-
dance of all the productions of Asia. The name of the me-
tropolis is 7¥mphan, which is seated on the river Pifni, on
which there are innumerable boats. It is surrounded by two

strong
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strong and beautiful walls, contains 400,000 inhabitants, with
many stately palaces and fine gardens, having 2500 temples
belonging to 24 different sects. Some of these use bloody sa-
crifices. The women are very beautiful, yet chaste, two qua-
lities that seldom go together. In their law-suits, O happy
country ! they employ no attornies, solicitors, or proctors,
and every dispute is decided at one hearing. This kingdom
maintains 1,700,000 soldiers, 400,000 of which are horse,
and has 6000 elephants. On account of their prodigious
number, the emperor assumes the title of Lord of the Ele-
phants, his revenue exceeding 20 millions. There ar¢ some
remnants of Christianity among these people, as they believe
in the blessed Trinity, and make the sign of the cross when
they sneeze.

Such was the great empire of Calaminam to which the king
of the Birmans 3, sent his ambassador. On his return, the
king sent 150,000 men in 1300 boats against the city of Sa-
badii, 130 leagues distant to the north-east. The general of
this army, named Chaunigrem, lost many of his men in seve-
ral assaults, after which he raised two mounts whence he did
much harm to the city: But the besieged sallying out, - killed
at one time 8000 and at another 5000 of his men. Leaving
this siege for a time and the affairs of the king of the Birmans,
we purpose to relate what was done at Siam, in order to treat
of them both together.

The king of Chiammay, after destroying 80,000 men that
had guarded the frontiers, besieged the city of Guitirvam
belonging to the king of Siam, who immediately drew together
an army of 500,000 men, in which was a body of 120 Por-
guese in which he placed great reliance. This vast mal-
titude was conveyed along the river in 3000 boats, while
4000 elephants and 200 pieces of ‘Wpnon were sent by
land. He found the enemy had 300,000 men and 2000 boats.
The king of Siam gave the command of his vast army to three
generals, two of whom were Turks, and the third was Domi-
nic Seixas a Portuguese. At first the Siamese were worsted,
but recovering their order they gained a complete victory,
in which 130,000 of the enemy were slain, 40,000 of whom
were excellent cavalry, with the loss of 50,000 Siamese, all of

whom

3 Formerly this was attributed to the king of Siamr: But the whote story
of this section is so incredible and absurd as not to merit any observations.
It is merely retained from De Faria, as an instance of the fables of Fernand
Dendez de Pinto.—E.
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whom were the worst troops in their army. After this vic-
tory the king of Siam .marched against the queen of Guilbem,
who had allowed the enemy to pass through her country ; and
entering the city of Fumbacor spared neither age 1O sex.
Being besieged in her capital of Guiror, the queen agreed
to pay an yearly tribute of 60,000 ducats, and gave her son as
an hostage. Afterthis the king of Siam advanced to the city of
Tayswram, to which place he thought the king of Chiammay
had fled, destroying every thing in his course with fire and
sword; only sparing the women ; but winter coming on he re-
turned to Siam. . A
On his return to his court of Odiaa or Odiaz, he was poi-
soned by his queen, then big with child by one of her servants;
but before he died he caused his eldest son, then young, to
be declared king. He left 80,000 ducats to the Portuguese
then in his service, and gave orders that they should pay ne
duties in any of his ports for three years. The'adnlterous
queen, being near the time of her delivery, poisoned her law-
ful son, married her servant, and caused him to be proclaim-
ed king. But in a short time they were both slain at a feast
by the king of Cambodia and Oya Pansiloco.
There being no lawful heir to the kingdom of Siam, Pretiel
a religious Talagrepo, bastard brother to him who was poisoned,
was raised to the throne by common consent in the beginning
of the year 1549. Seeing the affairs of Siam in confusion, the
king of the Birmans, who was likewise king of Pegu, resolved
to conquer that kingdom. For this purpose he raised an ar-
my of 800,000 men, of which 40,000 were horse, and 60,000
armed with muskets, 1000 being Portuguese. He had 20,000
elephants, 1000 cannon drawn by oxen and abadias 4, and
1000 ammunition waggons drawn by buffaloes.  The Portu-
guese troops in his service, were commanded by Diego Suarez
de Mello, commonly called the Gallego, who went out to In-
dia in 1538, In 1542 this man became a pirate in the neigh-
bourhood of Mozambique. In 1547 he was at the relief of
Malacca: And now in 1549, being in the service of the king
of the Birmans, was worth four millions in jewels and other
valuables, had a pension of 200,000 ducats yearly, was stiled
the

4 Rhinoceroses, which are so brutishly ferocious as in no instance to have
been tamed to labour, or to have ever shewn the slightest degree of docili-
ty. Being of enormous. strength, the only way of preserving them when
in custody, is‘in a sling ; so that on the first attempt to move forwards,
they are immediately raised from the ground.—E.
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the king’s brother, and was supreme governor of the kingdom
and general in chief oi the army. With this prodigious army
the king of the Birmans, after one repulse, took the fort of
Tapuram by assault, which was defended by 2000 Siamese, alt
of whom he put to the sword in revenge for the loss of 3000
of his own men in the two assaults. In the prosecution of his
march, the eity of Juvopisam surrendered, after which he sat
down before the city of Odiaa the capital of Siam. Diego
Suarez the commander in chief gave a general assault on the
city, in which he was repulsed with the loss of 10,000 men:
Another attempt was ‘made by mcans of elephants, but with
no better success. The king offered 500,000 ducats to ‘any
one who would betray one of the gates' to him ; which com-
ing to the knowledge of Oya Pansiloco, who commanded in the
city, he opened a gate and sent word to the king to bring the
money as he waited to receive it.  After spending five months
in the siege, during which he lost 150,000 rien, news came
that Xemindoo had rebelled at Pegu, where he had shin
15,000 men that opposed him. When this-was known in
the camp, 120,000 Peguers deserted, in hatred to the king
of the Birmans who oppressed them, and in“revenge of the
insolence of Diego Suarez their general in chief.

Xemindoo was of the ancient blood royal of Pegn, and be-
ing a priest was esteemed as a great saint. On one occasion
he preached so eloquently against the tyranny and oppression
which the Peguers suffered under the Birmans, that he was
taken from the pulpitand proclaimed king of Pegu. On this
he slew 8000 Birmans that guarded the palace, and seizing
the royal treasure, he got possession of all the strong-holds in
a short time, and the whole kingdom submitted to his autho-
rity. The armies of the rival kings met within two leagues
of the city of Pegu; that of the Birmans amounting ‘to
350,000 men, while Xemzindoo had 600,000; yet Xemindoo
was defeated with the loss of 300,000 men, while the Birmans
lost 60,000. The victorious king of the Birmans immediate<
ly entered Pegu, where he slew a vast multitude of the
inhabitants, and recovered his treasure. Meanwhile the
city of Martaven declared for Xemindoo, and massacred
the garrison of 2000 Birmans. Zemin did the same in the
city of Ratam where he commanded. 'The king marched to«
wards him, but he contrived to have him murdered by the
way ; on which Zemin was proclaimed king by his followers,
and soon raised an army of 30,000 men. Chaumigrem, bro-
_ ther to the dead king, plundered the palace and city, and then
YOL. VII. c fled
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fled to 7angw where he was born. In four months Zemin be-
came so odious to his new subjeets by his tyranny, that many
of them fled to Xemindoo, who was soon at the head of 60,000
men. :

Some short time before this, as Diego Suarez was pas-
sing .the house of a rich merchant on the day of his daugh-
ter’s intended marriage, being struck by the great beauty of
the bride, he attempted to carry her off by force, killing the
bridegroom and others who came to her rescue, and the bride
strangled herself to avoid the dishonour. As the father ex-
pected no justice while that king reigned, he shut himsel up
till Zemin got possession of the throne, on which he so pub-
lished his wrongs about the city, that 50,000 of the people
joined with him in demanding justice. Fearing evil conse-
quences, Remin caused Suarez to be apprehended and deliver-
ed up to the people, by whom he was stoned to death. His
house was plundered, and as much less treasure was found
than he was supposed to be worth, he was believed to have
buried the rest. .

Zemin soon followed Suarez, for his subjects being unable
to endure his cruelty and avarice, fled in great numbers to
Xemindoo, who was now master of some considerable towns.
Xemindoo having gathered an army of 200,000 men and 5000
elephants, marched to the city of Pegu, near which he was
encountered by Zemin at the bead of 800,000 men. The
battle was long doubtful, but at last Gonzalo Neto, who ser-
ved under Xemindoo with 80 Portuguese, killed Zemin with a
musket ball, on which his army fled, .and Xemindoo got pos-
session of the capital. This happened on the 3d of February
1550.  Gonzalo was rewarded with a gift of 10,000 crowns,
and 5000 were divided among his companions.

Chaumigrem, who had fled the ycar before to Tangu, hear-
ing that Xemindoo had disbanded most of his forces, marched
against him and obtained a complete victory, by which the
kingdom of Pegu was again reduced under the authority of
the Birmans. Xemindoo was taken some time afterwards and
put to death. = Chaumigrem being now king of the Birmans
and of Pegu, went to war against Siam, with an army of
1,700,000 men, and 17,000 elephants, having a considerable
body of Portuguese in his service. All this army came to
ruin, and the kingdom of Pegu was soon afterwards reduced
to subjection by tﬁe king of Aracan, as formerly related.

The kingdom of Siam, though much harassed by these inva-
sions,
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sions, still held out, and, in 1627, was possessed by the black
king, so called because he really was of a black colour, though
all the inhuobitants of that country are fair complexioned .
In 1621, this black king of Siam sent ambassadors to Goa,
desiring that some Franciscans might be sent to preach the
gospel in his dominions. Accordingly, father Andrew, of
the convent of the Holy Ghost, went to Odiaa ®, where he
was received honourably, and got leave to erect a church,
which was done at the king’s expence. " He likewise offered
great riches to the venerable father, who constantly refused
his oiiers, to the great admiration and astonishment of the
king. ' This black king of Siam was of small stature, of an
evil presence, and an extraordinarily compound character, of
great wickedness, mixed with great generosity.  Although
cruel men are for the most part cowards, he was at the same
time exceedingly cruel, and very valiaut ; and though tyrants
are generally covetous, he was extremely liberal ; being bar-
barous in some parts of his conduct, and generous and bene-
volent in others. Not satisfied with putting thieves and robbers
to ordinary deaths, he was in use to have them torn in pieces
ire his presence by tigers and crocodiles for his amusement.
Understanding that one of his vassal kings intended to rebel,
he had him shut up in a cage, and fed him with morsels of
his own flesh torn from his body, after which he had him fried
in a pan.  On one occasion he slew seven ladies belonging to
the court, only because they walked too quick; and on ano-
ther occasion he cut off the legs of three others, because they
staid too long when sent by him for some money to give to
certain Portuguese. He even extended his severity to ani-
mals; baving cut off the paw of a favourite monkey for
putting it into a box containing some curiosities. A valuable
horse was ordered to be beheaded, in presence of his other
horses, because he did not stop when he checked him. A
tiger that did not immediately seize a criminal thrown to him,
was ordered to be beheaded as a coward. Yet had this cruel
and capricious tyrant many estimable virtues. He kept his
word inviolable ; was rigorous in the execution of justice ;
liberal in his gifts; and often merciful 1o those who offended
him.  Having at one time sent a Portuguese to Malacca
with money to purchase some commodities ; this man, after

B 40300 : buying

‘e

. 5 DeFaria seems now to drop the fables of Fernan Mendez Pinto, and to
relate real events in the remainder of this section.—E.
6 More properly Ythia, vulgarly called Siam.—E.
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buying them lost them all at play, and yet had the boldness
to return to the king, who even received him kindly, saying
that he valued the confidence reposed in his. generosity more
than the goods he ought to have brought. He shewed much
respect to the Christian priests and missionaries, and gave
great encouragement to the propagation of the gospel in his
dominions. His valour was without the smallest stain.

The proper name of the kingdom we call Siam, is Sornace’.
It extends along the coast for 700 leagues, and its width in-
land is 260. Most part of the country consists of fertile plains,
watered by many rivers, producing provisions of all sorts in
vast abundance. The hills are covered with a variety of
trees, among which there are abundance of ebony, brasil-
wood, and Angelin. It contains many mines of sulphur, salt-
petre, tin, iron, silver, gold, sapphires, and rubies; and pro-
duces much sweet-smelling wood, benzoin, wax, cinnamon,
pepper, ginger, cardamums, sugar, houey, silk, and cotton.
The royal revenue is about thirteen millions. The kingdom
contains 13,000 cities and towns, besides innumerable villages.
All the towns are walled ; but the people for the most part are
weak timorous and unwarlike. The coast is upon both seas ;
that which is on the sca of India, or bay of Bengal, contain-
ing the sea ports of Junzalam 8, and Tanasserim ; while on
the coast of the China sea, are Mompolocata, Cey, Lugor,
Chinbu, and Perdio.

Section XVI.

A short Account of the Portuguese possessions between the Cape
of Good Hope and China *.

In the middle of the seventeenth century, the Portuguese
empire in the east, comprehended under the general name of
India, from beyond the Cape of Good Hope in Afriea, to

: Cape

7 The oriental term is Shan, probably derived from the inhabitants of
Pegu; but the Siamese call themselves 74, or freemen, and their country
Meuang tai, or the country of freemen.—E.

8 Otherwise called. Junkseylon.—E.

1 De Faria, HI. 415. This is to be understood as about the year 1640,
before the Dutch had begun to conquer the Portuguese possessions. They
are now few and unimportant, containing only some remnant of dominion
éth .Mozagbique, with the cities of Goa and Diu in India, and Macao in

1NA~—L
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Cape Liampo in China, extended for 4000 leagues along the
sea-coast, not including the shores of the Red Sea and the
Persian gulf, which would add 1200 leagues more. Within
these limits are halfof Afiica, and all of eastern Asia, with innu-
merable islands adjoining these two vast divisions of the world.
This vast extent may be conveniently divided into seven parts,

The first division, between the famous Cape of Good Hope,
and the mouth of the Red Sea, contains along the coast many
kingdoms of the Kafi's ; as the vast dominions of the  Mono-
motapa, who is lord of all the gold mines of Africa, with those
of Sofala, Mozambique, Quiloa, Pemba, Melinda, Pate, Bra«
va, Magadoxa, and others. In this division the Portuguese
have the forts of ‘Sofala and Mombaza, with the city and fort
of Mozambique.

The second division, from the mouth of the Red Sea to
that of the Persian gulf, contains the coast of Arabia,in which
they have the impregnable fortress of Muskat.

The third division, between Busrah, or Bazorah, at the
bottom of the Persian gulf, and India proper, contains the
kingdoms of Ormuz, Guadel, and Sinde, with part of Persia,
and Cambaya, on which they have the fort of Bandel, and the
island of Diu.

The_fourth division, from the gulph of Cambaya, to Cape
Comorin, contains what is properly called India, including
part of Cambaya, with the Decan, Canara, and Malabar, sub-
ject to several princes. On this coast the Portuguese have,
Damam, Assarim, Danu, St Gens, Agazaim, Maim, Ma-
nora, Trapor, Bazaim, Tana, Caranjs, the city of Chaul,
with the opposite fort of Morro; the most noble city of
GOA, the large, strong, and pepulous metropolis of the Por-
tuguese possessions in the cast. This is the see of an archbishop,
who is primate of all the east, and is the residence of their
viceroys ; and there are the courts of inquisition, exchequer,
and chancery, with a customhouse, arsenal, and well-stored
magazines. The city of Goa, which stands in an island, is girt
with a strong wall, and defended by six mighty castles called
Dauguim, San Blas, Bassoleco, Santiago de Agazaim, Pan-
guim, and Nuestra Sennora del Cabo. On the other side of
the bar is the castle of Bardes, and opposite to Dauguim is
the fort of Norva, with a considerable town. On one side of
the island of Goa is that of Salsete, in which is the fort of
Rachol. Then going along the coast are the forts of Onor,

Barcelor, Mangalor, Cananor Cranganor, Cochin, which- is
a
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a bishopric; and near Cape Comorin, the town and fort of
Coulan.

The fifth division, between Cape Comorin and the river
Ganges, contains the coasts of Coromandel and Orixa, on
which they have the fort of Negapatam, the fort and city of
Meliapour, which is a bishopric, formerly named after St
Thomas, and the fort of Masulipatan.

The sizth division, between the Ganges and Cape Cinca-
pura, contains the vast kingdoms of Bengal, Pegu, Tanas-
serim, and others of less note; where the Portuguese have
the city of Malacca, the seat of a bishop, and their last pos-
session on the continent,

The seventh division, from Cape Cincapura to Cape Liam-
po in China, contains the kingdoms of Pam, Lugor, Siam,
Cambodia, Tsiompa, Cochin China, and the vast empire of
China. In this vast extent the Portuguese have only ths
island and city of Macao, yet trade all along these coasts.

. In theisland of Ceylon, the Portuguese possess the city and
fort of Columbo, with those of Manaar, Gale, and others.
Beyond Malacca, a fort in the island of Timor. The num-
ber of our ports in all this great track is above fifty, with
twenty cities and towns, and many dependent villages.

Much might be said of Ceylon, but we can only make
room, for a short account of that famous island *. About
500 years before the time of our Saviour, the heathen king of
Tenacarii, who ruled over a great part of the east, banished
bis son and heir Vigia Rajak, for the wickedness and depra-
vity of his conduct. The young man put to sea with 700 dis-
sipated persons like himself, and landed at the port of Prea-
ture, between Trincomalee and Jafnapatam, in the island of
Ceylon, which was not then inhabited, but abounded in de-
lighttul rivers, springs, woods, and fruit-trees, with many fine
birds, and numerous animals. These new colonists were so
delighted with the country, that they gave it the name of
Lancao, which signifies the terrestrial paradise, and, indeed,
it is still considered as the delight of all the east. The first
town they built was Montota, opposite to Manaar, whence
they traded with Cholca Rajah, the nearest king on the con-
tinent, who gave his daughter as wife to the prince, and sup-
plied his companions with women. He likewise sent them

labourers

2 This is supplied from a former portion of the Portuguese Asia, Vol, II.
P 507,
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labourers and artizans to forward the new plantation; and
seeing his power increase, the banished prince assumed 'the
title of emperor of the islands. ny strangers these new come
people were named Gelas, signifying banished men on' ac-
count of their having actually been banished by the king of
Tenacarii. Vigia Rajah died without children, and left the
crown to his brother, in whole lineage it continued for 900
years. ‘The fertility of the island, and the fame of its excellent
cinnamon, drew thither the Chinese, who intermarried with
the Galos, from which mixture arose a new race, called to
this day the Chingalas, or Chingalese, who are very powerful
in the 1sland, being subtle, false, and cunning, and excellently
adapted for courtiers. NG

On the extinction of the ancient royal family, the kingdom
fell to Dambadine Pandar Pracura Mabago, who was
treacherously taken prisoner by the Chinese, afterwards re-
stored, and then murdered by Alagerere, who usurped the
erown. The usurper dying ten years afterwards without is-
sue, two sons of Dambadine were sent for who had fled from
the tyrant. Maha Pracura Mabago, the eldest, was raised to
the throne, who settled his court at Cofa, and gave the domi-
nion of the four Corlas to his brother. Maka Pracura was
succeeded by a grandson, the son of a daughter who was mar-
ried to the Rajah of Cholca. This line likewise failed, and
Queta Permal, king of Jafnapatam, was raised to the throne,
on which he assumed the name or title of Bocnegaboa, or
king by force of arms, having overcome his brother, who was
king of the four corlas. His son, Caypurae Pandar, succeed-
ed, but was defeated and slain by the king of the four Corlas,
who mounted the throne, and took the name of Jawira Pra-
cura Magabo. These two kings were of the royal lineage,
and had received their dominions from king Maka Pracura.
After Jauira, his son Drama Pracura Magabo succeeded,
who reigned when Vasco de Gama discovered the route by sea
to India. Afterwards, about the year 1500, the empire of
Ceylon was divided by three brothers, info three separate
kingdoms. Bocnegababo Pandar had Cota ; Reigam Pandar
had Reigam ; and Madure Pandar had Cheitavaca.

In the district of Dinavaca in the centre of the island, there
is a prodigiously high mountain called the Peak of Adam, as
some have eonceived that our first parents lived there, and that
the print of a foot, still to be seen on a rock on its summit, is

his. The natives call this Amala Seripadi, or the mountain
of
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of the footstep. Some springs running down this mountain
form a pool at tke bottom, in which pilgrims wash themselves,
believing that it purifies them from sin. The rock or stone
on the top resembles a tomb-stone, and the print of the foot
-seems not artificial, but as if it had been made in the same
manner as when a person treads upon wet clay, on which ac-
count it is esteemed miraculous. Pilgrims of all sorts resort
thither from all the surrounding countries, even from Persia
and China; and having purified themselves by washing in the
pool below, they go to the top of the mountain, near which
‘hangs a bell, which they strike, and consider its sound as a
symbol of their having been purified ; as if any other bell, on
being struck, would not sound. According to the natives,
Drama Rajah, the son of an ancient king of theisland, having
done penance on the mountain along with many disciples,
and being about to go away, left the print of his foot on the
rock as a memorial. It is therefore respected as the relic of
a saint, and their common name for this person is Budam,
which signifies the wise man. Some believe this saint to have
been S8t Josaphat, but it was more likely 8¢ Thomas, who has
left many memorials in the east, and even in the west, both in
Brasil and Paraguay. ‘

The natural woods of Ceylon are like the most curious
orchards and gardens of Europe, producing citrons, lemons,
and many other kinds of delicious fruit. It abounds in cinna-
mon,-cardamums, sugar-canes, honey, and hemp, It pro-
duces iron, of which the best firelocks in the east are made.
It abounds in precious stones, as rubies, sapphires, cats-eyes,
topazes, chrysolites, amythests, and berils. It has many
civet-cats, and produces the noblest elephants in all the east.
Its rivers and shores abound in a variety of excellent fish, and
it has many excellent ports fit for the largest ships.

Iind of the Portuguese Asia.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER V.

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS IN EGYPT, SYRIA, ARABIA, PERSIA, AND
INDIA. BY LUDOVICO VERTHEMA, IN 1503 *,

INTRODUCTION.

7§ VHIS ancient itinerary into the east, at the commence-

l ment of the sixteenth century, together with the sub-
sequent chapter, containing the peregrinations of Cesar Fre-
derick, about 80 years later, form an appropriate supplement
to the Portuguese transactions in India, as furnishing a great
number of observations respecting the countries, people, man-
ners, customs, and commerce of the east at an early period.
‘Welearn from the Bibliotheque Universelle des Voyages, 1. 264,
that this itinerary was originally published in Italian at Venice,
in 1520. The version followed on the present occasion was
republished in old English, in 1811, in an appendix to a re-
print of HakLuyr’s F?ARLY Vovaces, TraveLs, AND Disco-
VERIES; from which we learn that it was translated from
Latine into Englishe, by Richarde Eden, and originally pub~
lished in 1576. In both these English versions, the author
1s named Lewes Vertomannus; but we learn from the Kol
Univ. des Voy. that his real name was Ludovico Verthema,
which we have accordingly adopted on the present occasion,
in preference to the latinized denomination used by Eden.
Although, in the present version, we have strictly adhered to
the sense of that published by Eden 286 years ago, it has
appeared more useful, and more consonant to the plan of our
work, to render the antiquated language into modern English:
Yet, as on similar occasions, we leave the Frejace of the Au-
thor exactly in the language and orthography of Eden, the
original translator.

The itinerary is vaguely dated in the title as of the year 1503,
but we learn from the text, that Verthema set out upon the pil-
grimage of Mecca from Damascus in the beginning of April
1508, after having resided a considerable time at Damascus
to acquire the language, probably Arabic ; and he appears to
have left India on his return to Furope, by way of the Cape
of Good Hope and Lisbon, in the end of 1508. From some

circumstances

1 Hakluyt, iv. App. pp. 547—612. Ed. Lond. 1810-11.
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circumstances in the text, but which do not agree with the
commencement, it would appear that Verthema had been
taken prisoner by the Mamelukes, when fifteen years of age,
and was admitted into that celebrated military band at Cairo,
after- making profession of the Mahometan religion. He
went afterwards on pilgrimage to Mecca, from Damascus in
Syria, then under the dominion of the Mameluke Soldan of
Egypt,and contrived to escape or desert from Mecca. By some
unexplained means, he appears to have become the servant or
slave of a Persian merchant, though he calls himself his com-
panion, and along with whem he made various extensive pe-
regrinations in India. At length he contrived, when at Cana-
nore, to desert again to the Portuguese, through whose means
he was enabled to return to Europe.

In this itinerary, as in all the ancient voyages and travels,
the names of persons, places, and things, are generally given
in an extremely vicious orthography, often almost utterly unin-
telligible, as taken down orally, according to the vervacular
modes of the respective writers, ‘without any intimate know-
ledge ‘of the native language, or the employment of any fixed
general standard.  To avoid the multiplication of notes, we
have endeavourced to supply this defect, by subjoining those
names which are now almost universally adopted by Euro-
peans, founded upon a more intimate acquaintance with the
eastern languages. Thus the author, or his translator Eden,
constantly uses Cayrus and Alcayr, fo rthe modern capital of
Egypt,now known either by the Arabic denomination 4! Caki-
ra,or the European designation Cairo, probably formed by the
Venetians from the Arabie. The names used in this itinerary
have probably been farther disguised and vitiated, by a pre-
valent fancy or fashion of giving latin terminations to all
names of persons and places in latin translations. Thus, even
the author of this itinerary has had his modern Roman name,
Verthema, latinized into ¥Vertomannus ; and probably the Cairo,
or Cayro of the Italian original, was corrupted by Eden into
Cayrus, by way of giving it a latin sound. Yet, while we
have endeavoured to give, often conjecturally, the better, or
at least more intelligible and now customary names, it seem-
ed proper to retain those of the original translation, which
we believe may be found useful to" our readers, as a kind of
geographical glossary of middle-age terms. ;

Of Verthema or Vertomannus, we only know, from the title

of the translation of his work by Eden, that he was a gentle-
' man

1
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man of Rome ; and we learn, at the close of his itinerary, that
he was knighted by the Portuguese viceroy of India, and that
his patent of knighthood was confirmed at Lisbon, by the
king of Portugal. . 'The full title of this journal or itinerary,
as given by the original translator, is as follows ; by which,
and the preface of the author, both left unaltered, the language
and orthography of England towards the end of the sixteenth
century, or in 1576, when Eden published his translation,
will be sufficiently illustrated.—Ed.

THE NAUIGATION AND VYAGES
L A o0 3
Lewes VERTOMANNUS,
GENTLEMAN OF THE CITIE oF RoME,
TO THE
Recions oF ARaBia, Eavpre, Persia, Syria, Etnioria
AND EasT InbD1a,

BoTH WITHIN AND WITHOUT THE RYUER oF GANGES, ETC.
I~ THE YEERE OF our Lorbpe 1503.
CONTEYNING
MANY NOTABLE AND STRAUNGE THYNGES,

BOTH HYSTORICALL AND NATURALL.
TRANSLATED OUT OF LATINE I1NTO ENGLYSHE,

By Ricuarpe Epen.

I~ THE YEERE OF oUR LorbpE 1576,

THE PREFACE OF THE AUTHOR.

THERE haue been many before me, who, to know the mi-
racles of the worlde, haue with diligent studie read dyuers an-
thours which haue written of such thynges. But other giuing
more credit to the lyuely voyce, haue been more desirous to
know the same, by relation of such as haue traueyled in those
countreys, and seene such thinges whereof they make relation,
for that in many bookes, geathered of vncertaine aucthoritie,
are myxt false thinges with true. = Other there are so greatly
desirous to know the trueth of these thinges, that they can in
no wyse be satisfied vntyll, by theyr owne experience they haue
founde the trueth by vyages and perigrinations into straunge
countreys and people, to know theyr maners, fashions, and
customes, with dyuers thynges there to be seene: wherein the
only readyng of bookes could not satisfie theyr thirst of such
knowledge, but rather increased the same, in so much that
they feared not with losse of theyr goods and daunger of lyfe to

attempte
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attempte great vyages to dyuers countreys, with witnesse of
theyr eyes to see that they so greatly desired to knowe. The
whiche thyng among other chaunced vnto me also, for as often
as in the books of Hystories and Cosmographie, T read of
such marueylous thynges whereof they make mention [espe-
cially of thynges in the east parts of the world], there was
nothyng that coulde pacifie my vnquiet mynde, vntyll I had
with myne eyes seene the trueth thereof.

I know that some there are inducd with hygh knowledge,
mountyng vnto the heauens, whiche will contempne these
our wrytinges as base and Bumble, by cause we do not here,
after theyr maper, with hygh and subtile inquisition intreate
of the motions and dispositions of the starres, and gyue reason
of theyr woorkyng on the earth, with theyr motions, retro-
gradations, directions, mutations, cpicicles, reuolutions, in-
clinations, diuinations, reflexions, and suche other parteyning
to the science of Astrologie: whych certeynely we doe not
contempne, but greatly prayse.  But measuryng vs with our
owne foote, we will leaue that heauie burden ot heauven to
the strong shoulders of Atlas and Hercules: and only creepyng
vpon the carth, in our owne person beholde the situations of
landes and regions, with the maners and customes of men,
and variable fourmes, shapes, natures, and properties of
beastes, fruites, and trees, especially suche as are among the
Arabians, Persians, Indians, Ethiopians. And whereas in the
searchyng of these thynges we have [thanked be God], satis-
fied our desire, we thinie neuerthelesse that we haue done
little, excepte we should communicate to other, such thynges
as we haue seene and had experience of, that they lykewyse
by the readyng therof may take pleasure, for whose sakes we
have written this long and dangerous discourse, of thynges
whych we haue seene in dyvers regions. and sectes of men,
desiryng nothyng more then that the trueth may be knowen
to them that desyre the same. But what incommodities and
troubles chaunced vnto me in these vyages, as hunger, thirst,
colde, heate, warres, captiuitie, terrours, and dyuers other
suche daungers, I will declare by the way in theyr due places.

SECTION
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SectIoN 1.

Of the Navigation from Venice to Alexandria in Lgypt, and
Jrom thence to Damascus in Syria *.

Sunourp any one wish to know the cause of my engaging
in this voyage, I can give no better reason than the ardent
desire of knowledge, which hath moved me and many others
to see the world and the wonders of creation, which it exhibits.
And, as other known parts of the world had been already
sufficiently travelled over by others, I was determined to visit
and describe such parts as were not sufficiently kuown. For
which reason, with the grace of God, and calling upon his
holy name to prosper our enterprise, we departed from Venice,
and with prosperous winds we arrived in few days at the city
of Alexandria in Egypt. 'The desire we had to know things
more strange and farther off, did not permit us to remain
long at that place; wherefore, sailing up the river Nile, we
came to the city of new Babylon, commonly called Cayrus or
Alcayr, Cairo or Al-cakira, called also Memphis in ancient
times. "

On my first arrival at this place I wasmore astonished than
I can well express, yet on a more intimate observation it
seemed much inferior to the report of its fame, as in extent it
seemed not larger than Rome, though much more populous.
But many have been deceived in regard to its size by the ex~
tensive suburbs, which are in reality numerous dispersed vil-
lages with fields interspersed, which some persons have thought
to belong to the city, though they are from two to three miles
distant, and surround it on all sides. ' It is not needful to ex-
patiate in this place on the manners and religion of this city
and its environs, as it is well known that the inhabitants are
Mahometans and Mamelukes; these last being Christians
who have forsaken the true faith to serve the Turks and Ma-
hometans. Those of that description who used to serve the
Soldan of Babylon in Egypt, or Cairo, in former times before

. : the

1 To accommodate this curious article to our mode of arrangement, we
bave made a slight alteration of the nomenclature of its subdivisions ;
calling those in this version Sections, which in the original translation of Mr
Eden are denominated chapters; and have used the farther freedom of
sometimes throwing several of these chapters into one section.~E.
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the Turkish conquest, used to be called Mamelukes, while
such of them as served the Turks were denominated Jenetzari
or Janisaries. The Mameluke Mahometans are subject to
the Soldan of Syria.
"'~ As the riches and magnificence of Cairo, and the Mame-
luke soldiers by whom it is occupied are well known, we do
not deem it necessary to say any thing respecting them in this
place. - Wherefore departing from Babylon m Egypt, or
Cairo, and returning to Alexandria, we again put to sea and
went to Berynto, a city on the coast of Syria Pheenicia, in-
‘habited by Mahometans g#hd abounding in all things, where
we Temained a considerable time. ' This city is not encom-
passed with walls, except on the west side where there are
“walls close to the sea. We found nothing memorable at this
place, except an old ruined building where they say St George
delivered the kings daughter from a cruel dragon which he
slew, and then restored the lady to her father. Departing
from thence we went to Ttipoli in Syria, which is two days
‘satl to the east of Berynto. It is inhabited by Mahometans,
who are subject to the lieutenant or governor of Syria under
the Soldan.  The soil of the neighbouring country'is very
fertile, and as it carries on great trade this city abounds in all
things. Departing from thence we came to the city of
Comagene of Syria, commonly called Aleppo, and named by
our men Antioch?.  This is a goodly city, which is situated
under mount 7aurus and is subject to the lieutenant of Syria
under the Soldan of Egypt. ‘Here are the scales or ladders
as they are called of the l'urks and Syrians, being near mount
Olympus. It is a famous mart of the- Azamians and Persians.
The Azamians are a Mahometan people who inhabit Moso-
potamia on the confines of Persia. :

Departing from Autioeh we went by land to Damascus, a
journey of ten days; but mid-way we came to a city named
Aman in the neighbourhiood of which there grows a ‘great
quantity of gossampine or cotton, and all manner of pleasant
fruits. About six miles from Damaseus on the declivity of a
mountain is a city called AMenin, inhabited by Greek chris-
tians who are subject to the governor of Damascus. ‘“At that
place there are two fine churches, which the inhabitants

allege

2 This is a gross error, as Aleppo is above 80 English miles N. E. and
inland from Antioch. From the ‘sequel it is evident that Antioch is the
place meant by Vertomannus in the text, as the scales, mart, or staple of
the Syrian trade.~E. i i
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allege were built by Helena the mother of the emperor Con-
stantine.  This place produces all kinds of fruit in great per-
fection, especially excellent grapes, and the gardens are wa-
tered with perpetual fountains. :

Secrion 1L
Of the City of Damascus.

DEeparTiNg from Menin we came to Damascus, a city so
beautiful as surpasses all belief, situated in a soil of wonderful
fertility. I was so much delighted by the marvellous beaut
of this city that I sojourned there a considerable time, that by
learning the language I might inquire into the manners of the
people. The inhabitants are Mahometans and Mamelukes,
with: a great number of Christians who follow the Greek
ritual. It may be proper in this place to give some account
of the Hezarchatus or commander of Damascus, who is subject
to the lieutenant of Syria, which some call sorya. There is
a very strong castle or fortress, which was built by a eertain
Etruscan or native of Florence in Tuscany, while he was
ezarch or governor of Damascus, as appears by a flower of
the lily graven on marble, being the arms of Florence. = This
castle is encompassed by a decp ditch and high walls with four
goodly high towers, and is entered by means of a drawbridge
_which can be let down or taken up at pleasure. Within, thig
castle is provided with all kinds of great artillery and warlike
ammunition, and has a constant guard of fifty Mamelukes,
who wait upon the captain of the castle and are paid by the
viceroy of Syria. The following story respecting the Flo-
rentine ezarch or governor of Damascus was related to me by
the inhabitants. One of the Soldans of Syria happened to
have poison administered to him, and when in search of a
remedy he was cured by that Florentine who belonged to the
company of Mamelukes. Owing to this great service he
grew into high favour with the Soldan, who in reward made
him exarch or governor of Damascus in which he built the
before mentioned citadel. For saving the life of their Soldan
this man is still reputed among them as a saint, and after his
death the sovereignty of Damascus returned to the Syrians.

The Soldan is said to be much beloved by his princes and
lords, to whom he is ever ready to grant principalities and

governments,



48 Travels of Verthema  PART II. BOOK III.

governments, reserving always to himself the yearly payment
of many thousands of those pieces of gold called saraphos or
serafines. and any one who neglects payment of the stipulated
tribute is liable to be immediately put to death. Ten or
twelve of the chief noblemen or governors always reside with
the Soldan to assist him with their councils and to carry his
orders mto execntion.  The Mameluke government is ex-
ceedingly oppressive to the merchants and even to the other
Mahometan inhabitants of Damascus. When the Soldan
thinks fit to extort a sum of money from any of the nobles or
merchants, he gives two lefters to the governor of the castle,
in one of which is contained a list of such as he thinks proper
to be invited into the castle, and in the other is set down
what sum the Soldan is pleased to demand from his subjects ;
and with these commands they immediately comply. Some-
times however the nobles are of such power that they refuse
to attend at the castle when summoned ; and knowing that
the tyrant will offer them violence, they oftcn escape into the
domtnions ot the Turks. We have noticed that the watch-
meu who are stationed in the towers do not give warning to
the guard by calling out as with us, but by means of drums
each answering the other; and it any of the centinels be
asleep and do net answer the beat of the patrole in a moment,
he is immediately committed to prison for a whole year.

This city is well built and wonderfully populous, much fre-
quented and extremely rich, and abounds in all kinds of com-
modities and provisions, such as flesh, corn, and fruits. It
has fresh damascene grapes all the year round, with pomegra-
nates, oranges, lemons, and excellent olive trees ; likewise the
finest roses I ever saw, both red and white. The apples are
excellent, but the pears and peaches are unsavoury, owing as
ix said to too much meisture. A fine clear river runs past
the city, which is so well supplied with water that almost
every house has a fountain of curious workmanship, many of
them splendidly ornamented with embessed or carved work.
Outwardly their houses are very plain, bat the insides are
beautifully aderned witl various ornaments of the stone called
ophis or serpentine marble. The city contains muny temples
which they call mosques, the most beautiful of which is built
after the manner of St Peters at Rome, and as large, only
that the middle has no roof being entirely open, all the rest
of the temple being vaulted. This temple has four great
double gates of brass, and has many splendid fountains on the

inside,
1
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inside, in which they preserve the body of the prophet Za-
charias, whom they hold in great veneration. There are still to
be seen the ruins of many decayed canenicas or: Christian
churchies, having much fine carved work. About a mile
from the city the place is pointed oat' where our Saviour spole
to St Paul, saying, ** Paul! Paul! why persceutest thouwme ¥
at which place all the Christians who die in the city are bu-~
ried. "The tower also is shewn in which Paul was:imprisoned,
which joins the wall of the city ; but even the Mahometans
do not attempt to shut up that part of the tower through
which St Paul was conducted by the angel, alleging that when
they close it up over night it is found open again next morn=
ing. They likewise point out the houses in which they:say
that Cain slew his brother Abel, which are in a certain valley
about a mile from the city, but on the side of a hill skirting
that valley. : : ;

The Mamelukes or stranger soldiers whe'inhabit Damas-
cus live ina most licentions manner. They ‘are all .men
who have forsaken the Christian faith, and who have been
purchased as slaves by the governor of Syria. Being brought
up both in learning and warlike discipline, they are very
active and brave ; and all of them whether high or low, reeeive
regular wages from the governor, being six of those pieces of
gold called serafines monthly, besides meat and.drink for
themselves and servants, and provender for their horses ;- and
as they shew themselves valiant and faithful their wages-are
increased. They mever walk singly about the city, which
would be deemed dishonourable, but always by two or ‘three
together ; and if they chance to meet with two or threeiwe-
‘men in the streets, for whom even they are in use to wait!in
the neighbourhood of such hiouses as the women frequent,
licence 1s granted to such as first meet them to carry them to
certain taverns where they abuse them. When the Mame-
lukes attempt to uncover the faces of these women, they strive
all they can to prevent being known, and are generally allow-
ed to go away without having their veils lifted. Hence it
sometimes happens, when they think- to have abused the
daughter of some nobleman or person of condition, that they
have fallen in with their own wives, as actually happened
while T was there. ' The women of Damascus beautify and
adorn themselves with: great attention, ‘wearitig ssilk clothes,
which they cover with an outer garment:of cotton: as fine: as
silk.  They wear white buskins, and red or purple shoes,

VOL. VIL D having
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having their heads decorated with rich jewels and ear-rings,
with rings on their fingers and splendid bracelets on their
arms. ey marry as often as they please, as when weary
of, or dissatisfied with their husbands, they apply to the
chief of their religion, called the cady, and request of him to
divorce them, which divorcement 1s ealled talacare in their
language, after which they are at liberty to contract a new
marriage ; and the same liberty is allowed to the husbands.
Soine say that the Mahometans have usually five or six wives,
but as far as I could learn they have only two or three. They
eat openly in the markets or fairs, and there they cook all
their food, living on the flesh of horses, camels, buffaloes,
goats, and other beasts, and use great quantities of fresh
cheese. Those who sell milk drive flocks of forty or fifty she-
goats through the strects, which they bring to the doors of
those who buy, driving them eveninto their chambers, though
three stories high, where the animals are milked, so that every
one gets their milk fresh and unadulterated. These goats
have their ears a span long, and are very fruitful. They use
many mushrooms, as there are often seen at one time 20 or 30
camels loaded with mushrooms coming to market, and yet all
are sold in two or three days. These are brought from the
mountains of Armenia, and from Asia Minor, now called
Turkey, Natolia, or Anatolia. The Mahometans use long
loose vestures both -of silk and cloth, most having hose or
trowsers of cotton, and white shoes or slippers. When any
Mahometan happens to meet a Mameluke, even though the
worthier person, he must give place and reverence to the
Mameluke, who woul:i otherwise beat him with a staff.
Though often ill used by the Mahometans, the Christians
have many warehouses in Damascus, where they sell various
kinds of silks and velvets, and other commodities.

Sect. 111

Of the Journey from Damascus to Mecca, and of the Manners
of the Arabians.

On the 8th of April 1503, having hired certain camels to
go with the caravan to Mecca, and being then ignorant of the
manners and customs of those with whom I was to travel, I
entered into familiarity and friendship with a certain Malmlf-

uke
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luke captain who had forsaken our faith, with whom I agreed
for the expences of my journey, and who supplied me with
apparel like that worn by the Mamelukes, and gave me a good
horse, so that I went in his company along with other Mame-
lukes. This advantage cost me much money and many gifts.
Thus entering on our journey, we came in three days to a
place called Mezaris, where we tarried other three days that
the merchants might provide all necessaries for the journey,
and especially camels. = There is a certain prince called Ram-~
bei, of great power in Arabia, who had three brothers and
four sons. This prince possessed 40,000 horses, 10,000
mares, and 4000 camels, which he kept in a country two days
journey in extent. His power is so great, that he is at war
with the Soldan of Egypt, the governor of Damascus, and the
prince of Jerusalem all at once. His chief time of robbing
and plundering is in harvest, when he often falls unexpectedly
on the Arabians, invading their lands and carrying away their
wheat and barley, employing himself continually in predatory
incursions. When his mares are weary with continual run-
ning, he stops to rest them, and gives them camels milk to
drink, to refresh and cool them after their fatigue. - These
mares are of most wonderful swiftness, and when I saw them
they seemed rather to fly than to run. In riding, these Ara-
bians only cover their horses with cloths or mats, and their
own clothing is confined to a single vesture somewhat like 2
petticoat.  Their weapons are long lances or darts made of
reeds, ten or twelve cubits long, pointed with iron and fring-
ed with silk. The men are despicable looking' people, of
small stature, of a colour between black and yellow, which
we call olive, having voices like women, and long black
hair flowing on their shoulders. They are more nume-
rous than can well be believed, and are continually at war a-
mong themselves.  They inhabit the mountains, and have
certain times appointed for going out on predatory ex-
cursions, when they march in troops in great order, carry-
ing with them their wives and children, and all their goods:
Their houses or tents rather are carried on camels, having no
other houses, but dwelling always in tents like soldiers. - These
tents are made of wool, and look black and filthy.

Onthe 11th of April we departed from Mezaris to the num-
ber of 40,000 men with 35,000 camels, having only sixty
Mamelukes to guide and guard us. Wewire regularly mar-
shalled for the march into a van and mamn body, with two

wings



52 Travels of Verthema PART 11. BOOK 111,

wings, in which order the caravans of pilgrims. always travel
in these regions. . - From Damascus to, Mecca is.a journey of
forty days and forty nights. - Departing from Mezaris we con-
tinued our journey that day till the twenty-second hour of the
day' «Then our captain or Agmirus', having given the ap-
pointed signal, the: whole caravan immediately halted and dis-
burdened the camels, two hours only being allowed for rest and
refreshment for the men and beasts. Then upon.a new signal
the camels were all reloaded, ‘and we resumed -our march.
Every camel has for one feed five barley loaves, raw and not
baked, as lar%é as pomegranates. ‘We continued our second
days journey like the first, all day and night, from sun-rise to
the twenty-second hour of the day, and this was the constant
and regular order. IKvery eighth day they procure water by
digging the. ground or sand, though sometimes we found wells
and cisterns. - Likewise after every eight.day, they rest two
days, that the camels and horses may recover strength.
Every - camel bears -an incredible load, being equal to that
which is borne by two strong mules.

«: At every resting-place at the waters, they are always obliged
to defend themselves against vast numbers of Arabians, but
these conflicts are hardly ever attended with bloodshed, inso-
much:that though we often fought with them, we had only
one man slain during the whole journey, these Arabians are
so ~weak and cowardly that our threescore Mamelukes have
often driven 50,000 Arabians before them. Of these Mame-
lukes, I have often scen wonderful instances of their expert-
ness and activity. I once saw a Mameluke place an apple on
the head of his servant at the distance of 12 or 14 paces, and
strike it ‘off from his head, another while riding at full
speed took the saddle from his horse, and carried it some
time on his head, and put it again on the horse without
checking his career.

-» At the end of twelve days journey we came to the valley of
Sodom and Gomorra, which we found, as is said in the holy
scripture, to retain the ruins of the destroyed city as a lasting
memorial of God’s wrath. I may affirm that there are three
cities, each situated on the declivity of three separate hills,

and

v ‘Phe Emir Haji, or captain of the pilgrimage, which ;name of office is
transposed in the text to Haji-emir, corrupted Agmir, and latinized Agmi-
rus.—E.

: 5
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and the ruins do not scem above thrée or four cubits high,
among which is scen something like blood, or ratherlike red
wax mixed with earth. Tt is easy to believe that tliese people
were addicted to hotrible' vices, astestified by the barren, dry;
filthy unwholesome region, utterly destitute of water.. These
people were once fed with manna sent from heaven, but abus-
mg the gifts of God they were utterly destroyed.. Departing
about twenty miles from this place, about thirty of our:coms
pany perished for want of water, and several others were over-
whelmed with sand. A little farther ‘on' we found water at
the foot 'of a little hill, and there halted. Early next'morning
there came to us 24,000 Arabians, who demanded money
from us in payment of the water'we had taken, and as we
refused them any money, saying that ‘the water was the free
gift of God to all, we came to blows. 'We gathered ourselves
together on the mountain as the safest place, using-our camels
as a bulwark, all the merchants and their goods being placed
in the middle of the camels, while we fought manfully on
every side. The battle continued for two days, iwhen water
failed both with us and our ‘enemies, ‘who encompassed the
mountain all round, continually calling out that they would
break in among our camels.- - At length our captain assembled
all the merchants, whom he commanded to gather twelve hun<
dred pieces' of gold to be given to the Arabians: but on
receiving that sum they said it was too little, and demanded
ten thousand pieces and more for the water we had taken:
Whereupon our captain gave ‘orders that every man in the
caravan who could bear arms should prepare for battle. Next
morning our commander sent on the caravan with the unarms
ed pilgrims inclosed by the camels, and made an attack upon
the enemy with our small army, which amounted to about
three hundred in all.  'With the loss only of one man and a
woman on our side, we completely defeated the Arabians of
whom we slew 1500 men, - This victory is not to bée wondered
at, considering that the Arabians are almost entirely” anarms
ed being almost naked, and having only a thin loose vesture,
while their horses are very ill provided for battle, having no
saddles or other caparisons.

Continuing our march after this victory, we came in eight
days to a mountain about ten or twelve miles in circuit, which
was inhabited by about 5000 Jews, These were of very small
#tature, hardly exceeding five or six spansin height, and some

fory el 3 s s much
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much less*. - They have small shrill voices like women, and
are of very dark complexions, some blacker than the rest.
Their only food is the flesh of goats. They are all circum=
cised and follow the Jewish law, and when any Mahometan
falls into their hands they flea him alive. We found a hole at the
foot of the mountain out of which there flowed an abundant
source of water, at which we laded 16,000 camels, giving great
offence to the Jews. = These people wander about their inoun-
tain like so many goats or deer, not daring to descend into
the plain for fear of thg Arabians. At the bottom of the
mountain we found a small grove of seven or eight thorn
trees, among which we found a pair of turtle doves, which
were to us a great rarity, as during our long journey hitherto
we had seen neither beast nor: bird.

Proceeding two days journey from the mountain of the
Jews, we came to Medinathalhabi?® or Medina. Four miles
from this city we found a well, where the caravan rested and
remained for a whole day, that we might wash ourselves and
put on clean garments to appear decently in the city. Me-
dina contains about three hundred houses of stone or brick,
and is well peopled, being surrounded by bulwarks of earth.
The soil is utterly barren, except at about two miles from
the city there are about fifty palm trees which bear dates. At
that place, beside a garden, there i3 a water-course which
runs into a lower plain, where the pilgrims are accustomed to
water their camels. I had here an opportunity to rcfute the
valgar opinion that the tomb or coflin of the wicked Mabomet
is at Mecca, and hangs in the air without support. For I tar-
ried here three days and saw with my own eyes the place
where Mahomet was buried, whichis here at Medina, and
not at Mecca. On presenting ourselves to enter the Meschita
or mosque, which name they give to all their churches or
temples, we could not be allowed to enter unless along with a
¢companion* littie or great, who takes us by the hand and leads
us to the place where they say that Mahomet is buried. His

: | temple

2 This account of the stature of the Jewish tribe cannot fail to be much
exaggerated, otherwise the text must have been corrupted at this place;
as we cannot well conceive of a tribe in Arabia not exceeding four feet twe
inches in average height.—E.

3 This name ought probably to have been written Medinat-al-habi, and
is assuredly the holy city of Medina, in which Mahomet was buried. —E.

4 'This seems 'to refer to some official residents of Medina, who must ac-
company the pilgrims in their visits to the holy places, probably for profit,—
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temple is vaulted, being about 100 paces long by 80 in breadth,
and is entered by two gates. [t consists of three parrallel vaults,
which are supported by four hundred piilars of white bricks,
and within are suspended about three thousand lamps.  In
the inner part of this mosque or tempie is a kind of tower
five_paces in circuit, vaalted on every side, an.i covered with
alarge cloth of silk, which is borne up by a grate of copper cu-
riously wrought, and at the distance of two paces on cvery
side from the tower, so that this tower or towmb is only seen
as through a lattice by the devout pilgrims. This tomu is situ=
ated in an inner building toward the left hand from the great
mosque, in a chapel to which you enter by a nurrow gate.,
On every side of these gates or doors are seen many books in
the manner of a library, twenty on one side, and twenty-five on
the other, which contain the vile traditions ot Mahowmet and
his -companions. ~ Within this chapel is seen a sepulchre in
which they say that Mahomet lies buried with hi: principal com-
panions, Nabi, Bubacar, Othemar, dumar, and Fatoma, Maho-
met, who was a native Arabian, was their chief captain. Falt
or Ali was his son in-law, for he took to wife his daughter
Fatima, Bubacar or Abubeker, was as they say exalted to be
chief councillor and governor under Mahomet, but was not
honoured with the office of apostle or prophet. Othomar and
Aumar, Othoman and Omar, were chiet captains in the army
of Mahomet. Every one of these have particular books con-
taining the acts and traditions which relate to them, whence
proceed great dissentions and discords of religion and man-
ners among these vile people, some of whom adhere to one
doctrine and some to another, so that they are divided into
various sects aniong themselves, and kill each other like beasts,
upon quarrels respecting their various opinions, all equally
false, having each their several patrons, doctors, and saints,
as they call them. This also is the chief cause of war between
the Sophy of Persia and the grand Turk, both of whom are
Mahometans, yet they live in” continual and mortal hatred of
each other for the maintenance of their respective sects, saints,
and apostles, every one thinking their own the best.

The first evening that we came to Medina, our captain, or
Emir of the pilgrimage, sent for the chief pricst of the temple,
and declared that the sole object of his coming thither was to
visit the sepulchre and body of the Nabdi or prophet, as they
usually call Mahomet, and that he understood the price gene-

rally
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rally paid for being admitted to a sight of these mysteries was
four thousand gold serafines.. He told him likewise thatihe
had no parents, neither brothers nor sisters, kindred, wife, nos
children j that he had not:come hither to purchase any mer-
chandise; such s spices, Dacca’, spikenard, or. jewels,: but
nierely for the salyation of his soul and from pure zeal for ye-
ligion, and was therefore exceedingly desirous to see the body
of the prophet. To this the priest answered in apparent anger,
<6 Darest thoun, with those eyes with which thou hast commit-
ted o many abominable sips, presume to look on him by whom
God creatéd heaven and earth £ The captain replied that e
spoke trucy yet prayed him that he might, be permitted to see
the prophet; when he would instantly have his eyes thrust out.
Then answered the Side or chief priest, ¢ Prince! I will
freely communicate all things to you. It is undeniable that
our holy prophet died at this place ; but he was immediately
borne ‘away by angels to heaven and there received among
them as their equal” . Our captain then asked where was now
Jesus Christ the son of Mary, and the Side said that he was at
the feet'of Mahamet: To which the captain replied that he
was satisfied; and wished for nomore information. After this,
csmingiout of the temple, he said to us, ¢ See I pray you
for what stuff’ I would-have paid three thousand serafines of
gald b y Wik 4

" "T'hat same evening at almost three o’clock of the night®,
ten! en twelve elders of the city came into the encampment of
our caravan, close by one of the gates of the city, where run~
nirg about like madmen, they continually cried out aloud,
. Mahomet the apostle of God shall rise again: O prophet of
God thou shalt rise again. Ged have mercy upon us |” A~
laymied by these cries, our captain jand all of us seized our
weupons in: all haste, suspecting that the Arabians had come
to'rob-ouricaravan. On demanding the reason of all this out-
cryy for theyccried out as is done by the Christians when any
miraculous event accurs, the elders answered, ¢ Saw you not
the light which:shone from! the sepulchre of the prophet ??
Then said .one of ithe elders, ¢ Are you slaves !” meaning
thereby bought men .or Mamelukes; and when our cap-
tain answered that. we were Mamelukes, the clder replied,
“of abe sl i i “Yon

5 This word is obviously berries, and signifies coffee.—E.
6 Counting from sun-set after the manner of the Italians—E.
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¢¢ You, my lords, being new to the faith, and not yet fully
confirmed in the religion of our holy prophet,  cannot see these
heavenly: things.”  To which our captain answered, ¢« O1
yowmad and insensate beasts ! 1 thought to have given you
three thousand pieces of gold ; but now I shall give you no-
thing, you dogs and progeny of dogs ?” Now, it is to be un-
derstood that:the pretended miraculous light which was seen
to proceed from the sepulchre, was merely occasioned by a
flame made by the priests in' the open part of the tower tor-
merly mentioned, which they wished toimpose on us as a mi-
racle. After this our commander gave orders that none of
the caravan should enter into the temple. - Having thus seen
with my own cyes; 1 can assuredly declare that there is neither
iron nor steel, nor magnetstone by which the tomb of Mako-
met is made to hang in the air, as some have falsely imagined,
neither is' there’ any mountain ‘nearer to Medina than four
miles. {To this city of Medina corn' and ‘all’ other kinds of
victuals are brought from Arabia Felix, Babylon or Cairo in
Egypt, and ‘from Ethiopia by way of the Red Sea, which is
about four days journey from the city.

Having remained three days in our encampment on the out-
side of Medina to rest and refresh ourselves and ‘our animals,
and being satistied, or disgusted rather, by the vil¢ and abo-
minable trumperies, deceits, and hypocritical trifles of the Ma-
hometan delusions, we determined to vesume our journey ;
and procuring a pilot or guide, who might’ direct our way by
means of a chart and mariners box or compass, as is used at sea,
we bent our journey towards the west, where we found a fair
well or fountain whence flowed an abundant stream of water,
and where we and our beasts were satisfied with drink. Ac-
cording to a tradition among the inhabitants, this region was
formerly burnt up with drought and sterility, till the evange-
list St Mark procured this fountain from God by miracle. We
came into the sea of sand before our arrival at the mountain
of the Jews, formerly mentioned, and in it we journeyed three
days and nights - ‘Lhis is a vast plain covered all over by
white sand as fine almost as flour ; and if by evil chance ahy
one travels south while the wind blows to the north, they are
overwhelmed by drifted sand. Even with the wind favour-
able, or blowing in the direction of their journey, the pilgrims
are apt to scatter and disperse, as they cannot see each other
at ten paces distance, I'or this reason those who travel across
the sea of sand are enclosed in wooden cages on the backs of

camels,
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camels, and are guided by experienced pilots by chart and
compass, as mariners on the ocean. - In this journey many pe-
rish by thirst, and many by drinking with too much avidity
when they fall in with wells. Owing to this Momia is found in
these sands, being the flesh of such as have been drowned in
the sea of sand, which is there dried up by the heat of the
sun, and the excessive dryness of the sand preventing putre-
faction. 'This Momia or dried flesh is esteemed medicinal 5 but
there is another and more precious kind of Momia, being the
dried and embalmed bodies of kings and princes, which have
been preserved in all times #rom corrupting.

‘When the wind blows from the north-ecast, the sand rises,
and Is driven against a certain mountain, which is a branch
from Mount Sinai; and in that place we found certain pil-
lars artificially wrought, which are called Januan. On the
left hand side of that mountain, and near the highest sum-
mit, there is a cave or den, to which you enter by an iron
gate, and into which cave Mahomet is said to have retired
for meditation. While passing that mountain, we heard
certain horrible cries and loud noises. which put us in great.
fear. Departing therefore trom the fountain of St Mark,
we continued our journey for ten days, and twice in that
time we had to fight against fifty thousand Arabians. At
length, however, we arrived at Mecca, where we found eve-
1y ﬁxing in confusion, in consequence of a civil war between
two brothers who contended for the kingdom of Mecca.

Section IV,
Observations of the Author during his residence at Mecea,

THE famous city of Mecha or Mecca is populous and well.
built, in a round form, having six thousand houses as well
built as those in Rome, some of which have cost three or
four thousand pieces of gold. It has no walls, being pro-
tected or fortificd as it were on all sides by mountains, over
one of which, about two furlongs from the city, the road is
cut by which we descended into the plain below ; but there
are three other entrics through the mountains. It is under
the dominion of a sultan, one of four brethren of the pro-
geny of Mahomet, who is subject to the Soldan of Egypt,
Hut his other three brothers are cantinually at war with him,

On
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On the 18th day of May, descending from the before-men-
tioned road obliquely into the plain, we came to Mecca by
the north side  On the south side of the city there are twao
mountains very near each other, having a very narrow inter-
vening valley, which is the way leading to Mecca on that
side. To the east there is a similar valley between two other
mountains, by which is the road to a mountain where they
sacrifice to the patriarchs Abrabam and Isaac, which hill or
mount is ten or twelve miles from Mecca, and is about three
stone throws in height, being all of a stone as hurd as mar-
ble, yet is not marble.  On the top of this mount is a
temple or mosque, built after their manuner, having three en-
¢rances. At the foot of the mountain are two great cisterns,
which preserve water free from corruption: one of these is
reserved for the camels belonging to the caravan of Cairo,
and the other for that of Damascus. These cisterns are fil-
led by rain water, which is brought from a great way off. We
shall speak afterwards of the spcrifices performed at this
mouutain, and must now return to Mecca.

On our arrival we found the caravan from Memphis, or
Babylon of Egypt, which had arrived eight days before us,
coming by a different way, and consisted of 64,000 camels,
with a guard of an hundred Mamelukes. This city of Mecca
is assuredly cursed of God, for it is situated in a most barren
spot, destitute of all manner of fruit or corn, and so burnt
up with drought, that you cannot have as much water for
twelve pence as will satisfy one person for a whole day. . Most
part of their provisions are brought from Cairo in Egypt, by
the Red Sea, or Mare Lrythreum of the ancients, and is land-
ed at the port of Gida, Joddah or Jiddah, which is about
forty miles from Meeca. The rest of their provisions are
brought from the Happy Arabia, or Arabia Feliz, so named
from its fruitfulness in comparison with the other two divi-
sions, called Petrea and Deseria, or the Stoney and Desert
Arabias, They also get much corn from Ethiopia.. At
Mecca we found a prodigious multitude of strangers who
were peregrines or pilgrims ; some from Syria, others from
Persia, and others from both the Indies, that is, from India
on this side the river Ganges, and also from the farther India
beyond that river. ‘During my stay of twenty days at Mec-
ca, I saw a most prodigious number and variety of people,
infinitely beyond what I had ever before seen. This vast
concourse of strangers of many nations and couptries resort

» thither
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thither from various causes, but chiefly for trade, and to
abtainr pardon of their sins by discharging a vow of pilgrimage.
s ¥rom India, both on:this side and beyond the Ganges,
thely bring for sale’ precious stones pearls and spiees ; and
especially from that city of the greater India, which is named
Buangelle * they bring much gossampyne cloth * and silk.
They receive spices also froin Ethiopia *; and, in short, this
¢ity of Mecea 4s a most famous and plentiful mart of many
rich and valuable commodities.© But the main object for
which pilgrims resort thither from so many countries and na-
tions, s, to purchase the fardon of their sins. In the mid-
dle of the city there is a temple after the manner of the coli-
stum or amphitheatre of -Rome; yet not built -of marble or
hewn ‘stone, being ‘only of burnt bricks. Like an amphi-
theatre, it has ninety or an hundred gates, and is vaulted
over.. Itis entered on every side by a descent of twelve steps,
and in its porch is the mart for jewels and precious' stones,
ail the walls of the ‘entry being gilt over in a most splendid
manner. In the lower part of the temple under the vaults,
there is always to be seen a prodigious multitude of men ; as
there are generally five or six thousand in that place, who
deal solely in sweet ointments and ‘perfumes, among which
espécially is a certain most odoriferous powder, with which
dead bodies are embalmed. From this place all manner of
delightful perfumes are carried to all the Mahometan coun-
tries, far beyond any thing that can be found in the shops of
bur apothecaries, i

 On the 23d day of May yearly, the pardons begin to be
distributed in the temple after the following manner: The
témple is entirely open in the middle, and in its centre stands
# turret about six paces in circumference, and not exceeding
the height ‘of a man, which is hung all round with silken
thpestry.. This turret or cell is entered by a gate of silver, on
tach side of which are vessels full of precious balsam, which
the inhabitants told us was part of the treasure belonging to
the'sultan of Mecca. At every vault of the turret is fustened
& round cirele'of iron, like the ring'of @ door 4. On the day
S5l i ! . of

-1 ‘This must necessarify be the kingdom or province of Bengal.—E.

¢ Fitje cottons or muslins are here evidently meant.—E.

3 This is inexplicable, as Ethiopia possesses no spices, unless we may
suppose. the author to mean_here the sea of Ethiopia or Red Sea, as the
track by which spices were brought to Mecca.—E. :
754 This description is altogether unintelligible.—E,
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of Pentecost, ‘all men are permitted to visit this holy place.
On the 22d of May, a great multitude of people began early
in the morning, before day, to walk seven times round the
turret, every corner ‘of which they devoutly kissed and ' fre-
quently handled. = About ten or twelve paces from this pris-
cipal turret«is another, which is built like a Christian chapel,
having three or four entries; and in the middle is'a well
seventy cubits deep, the water of which is impregnated with
saltpetre.. At this well eight nien are stationed to draw water
for all the multitude.  After the pilgrims have seven timed
walked round the first turret, they come to ‘this one, and
touching the mouth or brim of the well, they cay these
words: ¢ Be it to"the honour of God, and -may God par-
¢ don my sins.” " Then those who draw water pour three
buckets on the heads of every one that stands around ‘the
well, 'washing or wetting them all over, even should théir
garments be of silk; after which the ‘deluded fools fondly
imagine that their sins are forgiven them. It is pretended
that the turret first spoken of was the first house that was build-
ed by Abraham; whercfore, while yet all over wet by
the drenching' at the well, they go to the mountain already
mentioned, where the sacrifice is made to Abraham ; and afs
ter remaining there for two days, they make their sacrifice
to the patriarch at the foot of the mountain. ’

When they intend to sacrifice, the pilgrims who are able to
afford it, kill some three, some four, or more sheep, even to
ten, so that in one sacrifice there are sometimes slain above
3000 sheep ; and as they are all slaughtered at sun-rise, the
shambles then flow with blood.  Shortly afterwards all the car~
casses are distributed for God’s sake among the poor, of whom
I saw there at least to the number of 20,000. These poor
people dig many long ditches in the fields' round Mecca,
where they make fires of camels’ dung, at which they roast
or seethe the sacrificial flesh which has been distributed to
them by the richer pilgrims. In my opinion, these poor
people flock to Mecca more to satisfy their hunger, than trom
motives of devotion. Great quantities of cucumbers are
brought here for sale from Arabia Felix, which are bought by
those who have money ; and as the parings are thrown' out
from their tents, the half-famished multitude gather these
parings from among the mire or sand to satisfy their hunger,
and are so greedy of that vile food, that they fight who shall
gather most.

On
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On the day after the sacrifice to Abraham, the cadi, who
is to these people as the preachers of the word of God among
us, ascends to the top of a high mountain, whence he preaches
to the people who stand below. He harangued for the space
of an hour, principally inculcating that they should bewail
their sins with tears and sighs and lamentations, beating their
breasts. At one time he exclaimed with a loud voice, ¢ Q!
Abraham the beloved of God, O! Isaac the chosen of God
and his friend, pray to God for the people of the prophet.”
As these words were spoken, we suddenly heard loud cries
and lamentations, and a rufhour was spread that an army of
20,000 Arabians was approaching, on which we all fled’into
the city, even those who were appointed to guard the pilgrims
being the first to make their escape. = Mid-way between the
mountain of Abraham and the city of Mecca, there is a mean
wall, about four cubits broad, where the passengers had strewed
the whole way with stones, owing to the following traditionary
story: When Abraham was commandedtosacrifice hisson Isaae,
he directed his son to follow him to the place where he was to
execute the divine command ; and as Isaac was following af-
ter his father, a devil met him in the way near this wall, in
the semblance of a fair and friendly person, and asked him
whither he went. Isaac answered that he was going to his
father, who waited for him. To this the arch enemy replied,
that he had better not go, as his father meant to sacrifice him.
But lsaac despising the warnings of the devil, continued his
way, that his father might execute the commandments of God
respecting him.  On  this the devil departed from him, but
met him again as he went forward, under the semblance of _
another friendly person, and advised him as before not to go
to his father. On this Isaac threw a stone at the devil, and
wounded him in the forehead ; in remembrance of which tra-
ditionary story it is that the people, on passing this way, are ac-
customed to throw stones at the wall before going to the city.
As we went this way, the air was in 2 manner darkened with
prodigious multitudes of stock doves, all, as they pretend, de-
rived from the dove that spoke in the ear of Mahomet, in
likeness of the Holy Ghost. These doves are seen in vast
numbers in all parts about Mecca, as in the houses, villages,
inns, and granaries of corn and rice, and are so tame that
they can hardly be driven away. Indeed it is reckoned a ca-

pital
4



GHAP. V. SECT. 1V, . in the East Indies. 63

pital crime to kill or even take them, and there are certain
tunds assigned for feeding them at the temple.

Beyond the temple there are certain parks or inclosures, in
which there are two unicorns to be seen, called by the Greeks
Monacerote, which are shewn to the people as miracles of na-
ture, and not without good reason, on account of their scarcity
and strangeappearance. Oneof these, though much higherthan
the other, is not unlike a colt of thirty months old, and has a
horn in its terehead, growing straight forwards and the length
of three cubits. The other is much younger, resembling a colt
of one year old, and its horn is only four hand breadths long.
These singular animals are of a weasel chesnut colour, having
a head like that of a hart, but the neck is not near so long,
with a thin mane, hanging all to one side. The legs are
thin and slender, like thode of a fawn or hind, and the hoofs
are cleft much like those of a goat, the outer parts of the hind
feet being very full of hair. These animals seemed wild and
fierce yet exceedingly comely. They were sent out of Kthi-
opia by a king of that country, as a rare and precious gift to
the sultan of Mecca’.

It may seem proper to mention here certain things which
happened to me at Mecca, in which may be seen the sharpness
of wit in case of urgent necessity, which accordingto the pro-
verb, has no law; for Iwas driven to the extent of my wits how
I might contrive to escapeprivately from Mecca. One day, while
in the market purchasing some things by the direction of our
captain, a certain Mameluke knew me to be a Christian, and
said to me in his own ‘language inte mename, which is to say,
¢¢ Whence are you ?” To this I answered that I was a Maho-
metan, but he insisted that I spoke talscly, on which 1swore by
the head of Mahomet that I really was. Then he desired me
to go home along with him, which I willingly did; and when
there he began to speak to me in the Italian language, affirm-
ing that he was quite certain I was not a Mahometan. He told
me that he had been some time inn Genoa and Venice, and men~
tioned many circumstances which convinced me that he spoke

truth.

5 The unicorn is an unknown, or rather a fabulous animal, and the most
charitable interpretation that can be made of the description in the text is,
that Verthema was mistaken, or that one of the horns of some species of
antelope had either been removed, or was wanting by a lusus naturz. The
only real Monoceros, or one horned animal, known to naturalists, is the rhino-
ceros monoceros, or one-horned rhinoceros, which bears its horn on the nose,
a little way above the muzzle, not on the forehead.~E.
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truth.  On this I freely confessed myself a Roman, but declar=
ed that I had become a Mahometan at Babylon in Egypt, and
had been there enrolled among the Mamelukes. He seecmed
much pleased as this, and treated me honourably. Being very
desirous of proceeding farther in my travels, I asked him if this
city of Mecca was as famous as was reported in the world, aud
where the vast abundance of pearls, precious stones, spices,
and other rich merchandise was to be seen, which was gene-
rally believed to be in that city, wishing to know the reason
why these things were not now brought there as in former
times ; but to avoid all Suspicion, I durst not make anv
mention of the dominion acquired by the king of Portug:;l
over the Indian ocean and the gulfs of Persia and Mecea.
Then did he shew the cause why this mart of Mecca was not
§o much frequented as it used to” be, assigning the whole
blame to the king of Portugal. Thereupon I purposely de-
tracted from the fame of that king, lest the Mahometan might
suspect me of rejoicing that the - Christians resorted to India
for trade. Finding me a professed encmy to the Christians,
he conceived a great esteem for me, and gave me a great deal
of information. Then said I to him in the language of Ma-~
homet Menaba menalkabi, or « I pray you to aid me.” He
asked me in what circumstance I wished his' assistance ; upon
which ‘I told him' that I wished sccretly to-depart from Mecca,
assuring him under the most sacred oaths that I meant to
visit those kings who were the greatest enemies to the Chris-
tians; and that I possessed the knowledge of certain estimable
secrets, which if known to those kings would certainly occa-
sion them to send for me from Mecca. e requested to
know what these secrets were, on which I informed himm that
F was thoroughly versant in the constraction of ali manner of
guns and artillery. He then praised Mahomet for having
directed me to these parts, as [ might do infinite service to
the true believers; and he agreed to-allow me to remain se-
cretly in his house along with his wife. -
' 'Having thus cemented a friendship with the Mahometan,
he requested of me to obtain permission from the captain of
our caravan that he might lead fifteen camels from Mecca
loaded with spices under his name, by which means he might
evade, the duties, as thirty gold seraphines are usually paid to
the sultanr of -Mecca. for the, eustom of such: a: number of
camels. ' I gave him great hopes' that his' request- might be
‘complied with, even if he asked for an hundred camels, as 1
alleged
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alleged he was entitled to the privilege as being a Mameluke.
Then finding him in excellent good humour, I again urged
my desire of being concealed in his house ; and having en-
tirely gained his contidence, he gave me many instructions for
the prosecution of my intended journey, and counselled me to
repair to the court of the king of Decham, or Deccan, a realm
in the greater India ; of which I shall speak hereafter. Where-
fore, on the day before the caravan of Damascus was to depart
from Mecca, he concealed me in the most secret part ‘of his
house ; and next morning early the trampeter of our caravan
of Syria gave warning to all the Mamelukes to preparc them-
selves and their horses for the immediate prosecution of the
journey, on pain of death to all who should neglect the order.
Upon hearing this proclamation and penalty I was greatly
troubled in mind ; yet committing myself by earnest prayer
to the merciful protection of God, I entreated the Mamelukes
wife not to betray me. On the Tuesday following, our cara-
van departed from Mecca and the Mameluke went along with
it, but I remained concealed in his house. Before his’ de-
parture, the friendly Mameluke gave orders to his wife that
she should procure me the means of going along with the
pilgrims who were to depart from Zide or Juddah the port of
Mecca for India. This port of Juddah is 40 miles from
Mecca. I cannot well express the kindness of the Mamelukes
wife to'me during the time I lay hid in her house ; and what
contributed mainly to my good cntertainment was that a bean-
tiful young maid who dwelt in the house, being niece to the
Mameluke, was in love with me; but at that time T was so
environed with troubles and fear of danger, that the passion
of love was almost extinct in my bosom, yet I kept myself in
her favour by kind words and fair promises.

On the Friday, three days after the departure of the cara-
van of Syria, I departed about noon from Mecca along with
the caravan of India; and about midnight we came to an Ara-
bian village, where we rested all the rest of that night and the
next day till noon. From thence continuing our journey we
arrived at Juddah on the second night of our journcy. The
city of Juddah has no walls, but the houser are well built, re-
sembling those in the Italian cities. At this place there is’
great abundance of all kinds of merchandise, being in a manner
the resort of all nations, except that it is held unlawful for
Jews or Christians to come there. As soon as I entered
Juddah I went to the mosque, where I saw a prodigious number

VOL. VII. E of
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of poor people, not less than 25,000, who were attending
upon the different pilots, that they might go back to their
countries. Here I'suffered much trouble and affliction, being
constrained to hide myself among these poor wretches and to
feign myself sick, that no one might be too inquisitive about
who I was, whence I came, or whether I was going. The
city of Juddah is under the dominion of the Soldan of Baby-
lon or Cairo, the Sultan of Mecca being his brother and his
subject. The inhabitants are all Mahometans; the soil
around the town is very unfruitful, as it wants water ; yet this
town, which stands on theshore of the Red Sea, enjoys abun-
dance of all necessaries which are brought from Egypt, Arabia
Felix, and various other places. The heat is so excessive that
the people are in a manner dried up, and there is generally
great sickness among the inhabitants. This city contains
about 500 houses. After sojourning here for fifteen days,
T at length agreed for a certain 'sum with a pilot or ship-
master, who engaged to convey me to Persia. At this time
there lay at anchor in the haven of Mecca near an hundred
brigantines and foists, with many barks and boats of various
kinds, some with oars and some with sails.

Three days after 1 had agreed for my passage, we hoisted
sail and began our voyage down the Red Sea, called by the
ancients Mare erythreum®. It is well known to learned
men that this sea is not red, as its name implies and as some
have imagined, for it has the same colour with other seas.
‘We continued our voyage till the going down of the sun, for
this sea cannot be navigated during the night, wherefore na-
vigators only sail in the day and always come to anchor every
night. This is owing as they say, to the many dangerous
sands, rocks and shelves, which require the ships way to be
guided with great care and diligent outlook from the op castle,
that these dangerous places may be seen and avoided: But
after coming to the island of Chameran or Kamaran, the na-
vigation may be continued with greater safety and freedom.,

SEcT.

6 The Mare erythreum of the ancients was of much more extended
dimensions, comprising all the sea of India from Arabia on the west to
Guzerat and the Concan on the east, with the coasts of Persia and Scin-
detic India on the north ; of which sea the Red Sea and the Persian gulfs
were considered branches or deep bays.—E,
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Secrion V.

Adventures of the Author in various parts of Arabia Felix,
: or Yemen.

ArTER six days sailing from Juddah we came to a city
named Gezan, which is well built and has a commodious port,
in which we found about 45 foists and brigantines belonging
to different countries. This city is close to the sea, and
stands in a fertilé district resembling Italy, having plenty of
pomegranates, quinces, peaches, Assyrian apples, pepons?
melons, oranges, gourds, and various other fruits, also many
of the finest roses and other flowers that can be conceived, so
that it seemed an earthly paradise. It has also abundance of
flesh, with wheat and barley, and a grain like white millet or
hirse, which they call dora, of which they make a very excel-
lent bread. The prince of this town and all his subjects are
Mahometans, most of whom go nearly naked.

After sailing five days from Gezan, having always the coast
on our left hand, we came in sight of some habitations where
14 of us went on shore in hopes of procuring some provisions
from the inhabitants ; but instead of giving us victuals they
threw stones at us from slings, so that we were constrained to
fight them in our own defence, There were about 100 of
these inhospitable natives, who had no other weapons except
slings, and yet fought us for an hour; but 24 of them being
slain the rest fled, and we brought away from their houses
some poultry and calves, which we found very good. Soon
afterwards the natives returned, being reinforced by others to
the number of five or six hundred ; but we departed with our
prey and reimbarked. i

Continuing our voyage, we arrived on the same day at an
island named Kaniaran, which is ten miles in circuit. This
island has a town of two hundred houses, inhabited by Ma-
hometans, and has abundance of flesh and fresh water, and
the fairest salt I ever saw. The port of Kamaran is eight
miles from the Arabian coast, and is subject to the sultan of
Amanian ot Yaman, a kingdom of Arabia Felix. Having
remained here two days, we again made sail for the mouth
of the Red Sea, where we arrived in other two days. From
Kamaran to the mouth of the Red Sea the navigation is ;afie

. oth
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both night and day ; but from Juddah to Kamaran the Red
Sea can only be navigated by day, as already stated, on ac-
count of shoals and rocks. On coming to the mouth of the
Red Sea, we seemed quite inclosed, as the strait is very nar-
row, being only three miles across. On the right hand, or
Ethiopian coast, the shore of the continent is about ten paces
in height, and seems a rude uncultivated soil; and on the
left hand, or coast of Arabia, there rises a very high rocky
hill. In the middle of the strait is a small uninhabited island
called Bebmendo *, and those who sail from the Red Sea to-
wards Zeyla, leave this island on the left hand. Such, on
the contrary, as go for Aden, must keep the north eastern
passage, leaving this island on the right.

We sailed for Bab-al-Mondub to Aden, in two days and a
half, always having the land of Arabia in sight on our left.
I do not remember to have seen any city better fortified than
Aden. It stands on a tolerably level plain, having walls on
two sides: all the rest being inclosed by mountains, on
which there are five fortresses. This city contains 6000 hou-~
ses, and only a stone’s throw from the city there is a moun-
tain having a castle on its summit, the shipping being an-
chored at the foot of the mountain. Aden is an excellent
city, and the chief place in all Arabia Felix, of which it is
the principal mart, to which merchants resort from India,
Ethiopia, Persia, and the Red Sea; but owing to the into-
lerable heat during the day, the whole business of buying
and selling takes place at night, beginning two hours after
sunset. As soon as our brigantines came to anchor in the
haven, the customers and searchers came off, demanding
what we were, whence we came, what commodities we had
on board, and how many men were in each vessel? After
being satisfied on these heads, they took away our mast, sails,
and other tackle, that we might not depart without paying
the customs.

The day after our arrival at Aden, the Mahometans took
me prisoner, and put shackles on my legs in consequence of
an tdolater calling after me that I was a Christian dog .

Upon

1 This word is an obvious corruption of Bab-el-Mondub, the Arabic
name of the straits, formerly explained as signifying the gate or passage of
lamentation. ‘The island in question is named Prin.—E.

2 Accordinz to the monk Picade, Christians are found in all- regions ex-

cept Arabia and Egypt, where they are most hated.—Eden.
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Upon this the Mahometans laid hold of me, and carried me
before the lieutenant of the sultan, who assembled his coun-
cil, to consult with them if I should be put to death as a
Christian spy. The sultan happened to be absent fromthe
city, and as the lieutenant had not hitherto adjudged any
one to death, he did not think fit to give sentence against me
till my case were reported to the sultan. By this means I
escaped the present danger, and remained in prison 55 days,
with an iron of eighteen pounds weight fastened to my legs.
On the second day of my confinement, many Mahometans
went in great rage to the lieutenant to demand that I should
be put to death as a Portuguese spy. Only a few days before,
these men had difficultly escaped from the hands of the Por-
tuguese by swimming, with the loss of their foists and barks,
and therefore greatly desired to be revenged of the Chris-
tians, outrageously affirming that I was a Portuguese and a
spy. But God assisted me, for the master of the prison made
fast its gates, that these outrageous men might not offer me
violence. At the end of fifty-five days, the sultan sent for
me into his presence ; so I was placed on the back of a camel
with my shackles, and at the end of eight days journey I was
brought to the city of Riada, where the sultan then resided,
and where he bad assembled an army of 30,000 men to make
war upon the sultan of Sanaa, a fair and populous city about
three days journey from Rkada, situated partly on the slope
of a hill and partly in a plain. . When I was brought before
the sultan, he asked me what I was: on which I answered
that I was a Roman, ‘and had professed myself a Mahometan
and Mameluke at Babylon in Egypt, or Cairo. ' That from
motives of religion, and in discharge of a vow, 1 had made
the pilgrimage to Medinathalkabi, to see the body of the
Nabi or holy prophet, which' was said to: be buried there ;
and that having heard in all the countries and cities through
which I passed, of the greatness, wisdom, and virtue of the
sultan of Rhada, I had continued my travels to his dominions
from an anxious desire to see his face, and I now gave thanks
to God and his prophet that I had attained my wish, truste
ing that his wisdom and justice would see that 1 was no
‘Christian spy, but a true Mahometan, and his devoted slave.
The sultan then commanded me to say Leila illala Makumet
resullah, which words 1 could never well pronounce, either
that it so pleased God, or because I durst not, from some
fear or scruple of conscience. - 'Wherefore, seeing me silent,

the
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the sultan committed me again to prison, commanding that
I should he carefully watcl%ed by sixteen men of the city,
every day four in their turns. After this, for the space of
three months, I never enjoyed the sight of the heavens, being
every day allowed a loaf of millet bread, so very small that
seven of them would hardly have satisfied my hunger for one
day, yet T would have thought myself happy if I could have
had my fill of water.

‘Three days after I was committed to prison, the sultan
marched with his army to besiege the city of Sanaa, having,
as I said before, 30,000 footmen, besides 3000 horsemen,
born of Christian parents, who were black like the Ethiopi-
ans, and had been brought while young from the kingdom of
Prester John, called in Latin Presbyter Johannes, or rather
Preciosus Johannes.  These Christian Ethiopians are also
called Abyssinians, and are brought up in the discipline of
war like the Mamelukes and Janisaries of the Turks, and are
held in high estimation by this sultan for the guard of his
own person. They have high pay, and are in number four-
score thousand 3. Their only dress is a sindon or cloak, out
of which they put forth one arm. In war they use round
targets of buffaloe hide, strengthened with some light bars of
iron, having a wooden handle, and short broad-swords. At
other times they use vestures of linen of divers colours, also
of gossampine or zylon, otherwise named bomasine 4. In
war every man carries a sling, whence he casts stones, after
having whirled them frequently round his head. When they
come to forty or fifty years of age, they wreath their hair in-
to the form of horns like those of goats. 'When the army
proceeds to the wars, it is followed by 5000 camels, all laden
with ropes of hombasine .

Hard by the prison to which I was committed, there was
a long court or entry in the manner of a cloister, where
sometimes I and other prisoners were permitted to walk, and
which was overlooked by a part of the sultan’s palace. It
happened that one of the sultan’s wives remained in the pa-

lace,

8 This is a ridiculous exaggeration, or blunder in transcription, and may
more readily be limited to four thousand.—E.

4 These terms unquestionably refer to cotton cloth, Perhaps we ought
to read gossampine of Xylon, meaning cotton cloth from Ceylon.—E.

5 The use of this encrmous quantity of cotton ropes is unintelligible.

Perhaps the author only meant to express that the packs or bales on the cas
mels were secured by such ropes.—E. 3
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lace, baving twelve young maidens to wait upon her, who

were all very comely, though inclining to black. By their

favour I was much aided, after the following manner : There

were two other men confined along with me in the same pri-

son, and it was agreed among us that one of us should coun--
terfeit madness, by which we might derive some advantage.

Accordingly it fell to my lot to assume the appearance of
madness, which made greatly for my purpose, as they con-

sider mad men to be holy, and they therefore allowed me to

go much more at large than before, until such time as the

hermits might determine whether I were /oly mad, or raging’
mad, as shall be shewn hereafter. But the first three days

of my assumed madness wearied me so much, that I was ne-

ver so tired with labour, or grieved with pain; for the boys

and vile people used to run after me, sometimes to the num-

ber of forty or fifty, calling me a mad man, and throwing

stones at me, which usage I sometimes repaid in their own
coin. To give the better colour to my madness, I always
carried some stones in the lap of my shirt, as I had no other
clothing whatever. = The queen hearing of my madness,

used oftentimes to look from her windows to see me, more in-

stigated by a secret love for my person than the pleasure she
derived trom my mad pranks, as afierwards appeared.

One time, when some of the natives played the knave with
me in view of the queen, whose secret favour towards me I
began to perceive, 1 threw off my shirt, and went to a place
near the windows, where the queen might see me all naked,

which I perceived gave her great pleasure, as she always

contrived some deviceto prevent me going out of her sight, and

would sometimes spend almost the whole day in looking at me.

In the mean time she often sent me secretly abundance of
good meat by her maids; and when she saw the boys or o«

thers doing me harm or vexing me, she called to me to kill
them, reviling them also as dogs and beasts.

There was a great fat sheep that was fed in the court of the
palace, of that kind whereof the tail only will sometimes weigh
eleven or twelve pounds. Under colour of my madness, I
one day laid hold of this sheep, repeating Leila illala Mahu=
met resullah, the words which the Sultan desired me to re-
peat in his presence, by way of proof whether I was a Maho-
metan or professed Mameluke. As the sheep gave no an-
swer, I asked him whether he were Mahometan, Jew, or

Christian,
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Christian. And willing to make him a Mahometan, 1 re-
peated the formula as before, which signifies, ¢ I'here is but
one God, and Mahomet is his prophet,” being the words the
Mahometans rehearse as their profession of faith. As the
sheep answered never a word to all I could say, 1 at length
broke his leg with a staff. The queen took much delight ‘in
these my mad tricks, and commanded the carcass of this
sheep to be given me, and I never eat meat with more relish or
better appetite. = Three days afterwards 1 killed an ass that
used to bring water to the palace, because he would not say
these words and be a Mahometan. One day I handled a
Jew so very voughly, that I had near killed him.  On ano-
ther occasion I threw many stones at a person who called me
a Christian dog, but he threw them back at me with such
vengeance, that he hurt me sore, on which I returned to my
prison, of which 1 barricadoed the door with stones, and lay
there tor two days, in great pain, without meat or drink, so
that the queen and others thought me dead, but the door
was opencd by command of the queen. Those Arabian dogs
used to deride me, giving me stones in place of bread, and
pieces of white marble, pretending that they were lumps of
sugar, and others gave me bunches of grapes all full of sand.
That they might not think I counterfeited madness, I used to
eat the grapes sand and all,

When it was rumoured abroad that I bhad lived two
days and nights without meat or drink, some began to
believe that I was a holy madman, while others suppos-
ed me to be stark mad; wherefore they consulted to send
for certain men who dwell in the mountain, who lead a con-
templative life, and are esteemed holy as we do hermits.
When they came to give their judgment concerning me,
and were debating among themselves for upwards of an hour
on my case, I pissed in my hands, and threw the water‘in
their faces, on which they agreed I was no saint, but a mere
madman. The queen saw all this from her window, and
laughed heartily at it among her maids, saying, ¢ By the
head of Mahomet this is a good man.” = Next morning I hap-
pened to find the man asleep who had so sore hurt me with
stones, and taking him by the hair of his head with both
hands, 1 so punched him in the stomach, and on the face with
my knees, that I left him all bloody and half dead. The
queen happening to see me, she called out, ¢ Kill the b%ﬁ
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Kill the 'dog.” Upon which he ran away and came nio more
nigh me. .

When the president of the city heard that the queen took
so much delight in my mad frolics, he gave orders that I
might go at liberty about the palace, only wearing my
shackles, and that I should be immured every night in ano-
ther prison in the lower part of the palace. After 1 had re-
mained in this manner for twenty days, the queen took it into
her head to carry me along with ber a hunting; but on my
return, I feigned myself sick from fatigue, and continned in
my cell for eight days, the queen sending every day to inquire
how I was. After this I téok an opportunity to'tell the
quecn that I had vowed to Ged and Mahoniet to visit a cer-
tain holy person at Aden, and begged her permission to per-
form my vow. She consented to this, and immediately gave
orders that a camel and 25 gold seraphins should be given
me. Accordingly I immediately set off on my journey, and
came to Aden at the end of eight days, when I visited the
man who was reputed as a saint, merely because he had al-
ways lived in great poverty, and without the company of
women. There are many such in those parts, but doubtless
they lose their labour, not being in the faith of Christ. Hav-
ing thus performed my vow, I pretended to have recovered
my health by miracle performed by this holy person, of which
I sent notice to the queen, desiring permission to visit certain
other holy persons in that country who had great reputation.
I contrived these excuses because the fleet for India was not
to depart from Aden for the space of a month. I took the
opportunity to agree secretly with the captain of a ship to
carry me to India, making him many fair promises ot re-
ward. He told me that he did not‘mean to go to. India till
after he had gone first to Persia, and to this arrangement I
agreed. ;

To fill up the time, I mounted my camel and went a jour-
ney of 25 miles, to a certain populous city named Lagi, seat-
ed in a great plain, in which are plenty of olives and corn,
with many cattle, but no vines, and very little wood. The
inhabitants are a gross and barbarous pcople of the vagabond
Arabs, and very poor. Going a days journey from thence,
I came to another city named 4iaz, which is built on two
hills, having a large plain between them, in which is a noted
fountain, where various nations resort as to a famous mart.

The
8
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The inhabitants are Mahometans, yet greatly differ in opinion
respecting their religion. Al those who inhabit the northern
mount, maintain the faith of Mahomet and his successors, of
whom [ have formerly spoken ; but those of the south moun-
tain affirm that faith ought only to be given to Mahomet and
Ali, declaring the others to have been false prophets. The
couniry about Aiaz produces goodly fruits of various kinds,
among which are vines, together with silk and cotton; and
the city has great trade in spices and other commodities. On
the top of both of the hills there are strong fortresses, and
two days journey from théhce is the city of Dante, on the
top of a very high mountain, well fortified both by art and
nature. :

Departing from Dante, I came in two days journey to the
city of Almacharam, on the top of a very high mountain of
very difficult ascent, by a way so narrow that only two men
are able to pass each other. On the top of this mountain is
a plain of wonderful size, and very fertile, which produces
abundance of every thing neccssary to the use of man. It
has also plenty of water, insomuch that at one fountain only
there is sufficient water to supply a hundred thousand men.
"The Sultan is said to have been born in this city, and to keep
his treasure here, which is so large as ta be a suflicient load
for an hundred camels all in gold. Here also always resides
one of his wives. 'The air of this place is remarkably tem-
perate and healthy, and the inhabitants are inclining to white.
Two days journey from Almacharam, is the city. of Reame,
containing 2000 houses. The inhabitants are black, and are
much addicted to commerce. The country around is fertile
in all things, except wood. On one side of this city is a
mountain, on which is a strong fortress. At this place I saw
a kind of sheep without horns, whose tails weigh forty or fifty
pounds. 'The grapes of this district have no stones or grains,
and are remarkably sweet and delicate, as are all the other
fruits, which are in great abundance and variety. This place
is very temperate and healthful, as may be conceived by the
long life of its inhabitants, for I have conversed with many of
them that had passed the age of an hundred and twenty-five
years, and were still vigorous and fresh-coloured. They go
almost naked, wearing only shirts, or other thin and loose
raiment like mantles, having one arm bare. Almost all the
Arabs wreath their hair in the shape of horns, which they
think gives them a comely appearance.

1 Departing
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Departing from thence, I came in three days journey to
the city of Sanaa or Zenan, upon the top of a very high
mountain, and very strong both by art and nature. The
Sultan had besieged this place for three months with a great
army, but was unable to prevail against it by force, yet it was
afterwards yielded on composition. The walls of this city are
eighteen cubits high and twenty in thickness, insomuch that
eight camels may march abreast upon them. The region in
which it stands is very fertile, and resembles Italy, having
abundance of water. The city tontains four thousand houses,
all well built, and in no respect inferior to those in Italy, but
the city is so large in circuit, that fields, gardens, and
meadows are contained within the walls. This city was govern-
ed by a Sultan, who bad twelve sons, one of whom named
Mahomet, was four cubits high, and very strong, of a com-
plexion resembling ashes, and from some natural madness or
grossly tyrannical disposition he delighted in human flesh,
so that he used to kill men secretly to feed upon them.

Three days journey from thence I came to a city upon a
mountain, named Zaessa, well built, and abounding in all
things necessary to man, and particularly celebrated for roses,
of which the inhabitants make rose water. This is an an-
cient city, having many good houses, and still contains several
monuments of antiquity. Its temple or chief mosque is built
much like the church of Sancta Maria Rotunda at Rome.
The inhabitants are of an ash-colour, inclining to black, and
dress much like those already mentioned. Many merchants
resort thither for trade. Three days journey from thence I
came to another city named Ziith or Zabid, half a days
journey from the Red Sea.  Ihis is a well built city, abound-
ing in many good things, particularly in excellent white sugar
and various kinds of delicious fruits. It is situated in a very
large plain between two mountains, and has no walls, but is
one of the principal marts for all sorts of spices, and various
other merchandise. One days journey from thence I came to
Damar, which is situated in a fruitful soil, and carries on con-
siderable trade. All these cities are subject to a Sultan of
Arabia-Ielix, who is called Sechamir, or the holy prince ;
Secha signifying holy, and Amir prince, in the Arabian lan-
guage. He is so named, because he abhors to shed men’s
blood.  'While I was there in prison, he nourished sixteen
thousand poor, including captives in prison, who had been

condemned
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condemned to death, and he had as many black slaves in his
palace. g

Departing from Damar I returned in three days journey
to Aden, passing in the mid way by an exceedingly large
and high mountain, on which there are many wild beasts,
and in particular the whole mountain is as it were covered
with monkeys. There are also many lions, so that it is by no
means safe to travel that way unless in large companies of at
least a hundred men. I passed this way along with a nume-
rous company, yet we were in much danger from the lions
and other wild beasts which followed us, insomuch that we
were forced to fight them with darts, slings, and arrows, using
also the aid of dogs, and after all we escaped with some dif=
ficulty. On arriving at Aden I feigned myself sick, lurking
in the mosque all day, and going only out under night to
speak with the pilot of the ship formerly mentioned, from
whom I obtained a bark in which I secretly left Aden.

We at length began our voyage for Persia, to which we
were to go in the first place, our bark being laden with 7u-
bricke, a certain red earth used for dying cloth, with which
fifteen or twenty vessels are yearly freighted from Arabia Ie-
lix. After having sailed six days on our voyage, a sudden
tempest of contrary wind drove us back again and forced us
to the coast of Ethiopia, where we took shelter in the port of
Reyla. We remained here five days to see the city, and to
wait till the tempest was over and the sea become quiet. The
city of Zeyla is a famous mart for many commodities, and has
marvellous abundance of” gold and ivory, and a prodigious
number of black slaves, which are procured by the Mahome-
tan or Moorish inhabitants, by means of war, from Ethiopia
in the country of Prester John, the Chiistian king of ‘the Ja~
cobins or Abyssinians. These slaves are carried hence into
Persia, Arabia Felix, Cairo, and Mecca. = In this city justice
and good laws are observed.  The soil produces wheat and o-
ther convenient things, as oil which is not procured from
olives but from something else that I do not know. It has
likewise plenty of honey and wax, and abundance of animals
for food, among which are sheep having tails of sixteen pounds
weight, very fat and good ; their head and neck black, and
all the rest of their bodies white. There are also sheep all
over white, whose tails are a cubit long, and hang down like
a large cluster of grapes, with great flaps of skin hanging from

their throats. The bulls and cows likewise have dewlapsharéging
P own
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down almost to the ground. There are also certain kine hav-
ing horns like to those of harts, which are very wild, and
when taken are given to the sultan of the city as a gift worthy
of a prince. I also saw other kine of a bright red colour,
having only one horn in the midst of the forehead, about a
span long, bending backwards, like the horn of the unicorn.
The walls of this city are greatly decayed, and the haven bad
and unsafe, yet it is resorted to by vast numbers of merchants.
The sultan of Zeyla is a Mahometan, and has a nume-
rous army both of horse and foot. The people, who are
much addicted to war, are of a dark ash-colour inclining to
black, and wear loose vestments like those spoken of in Ara-
bia. After the weather had become calm, we again put to
sea, and soon afterwards arrived at an island on the coast of
Ethiopia named Barbora, which is under the rule of a Ma-
hometan prince. It is a small island, but fertile and well
peopled, its principal riches consisting in herds of cattle, so
that flesh is to be had in great plenty.  'We remained here
only one day, and sailing thence went to Persia.

Secrion VI
Observations of the Author relative to some parts of Persia.

WHEN we had sailed twelve days we came to a city named
Divobanderrum:*, which name signifies the holy port of the
Rumes or Turks. This place is only a little way from the
Contiuent, and when the tides rise high it is an island envi-
roned on every side with water, but at ebb tides the passage
between it and the land is dry., 'This is a great mart of com-
merce, and is governed by a person named Menacheas, being
subject to the sultan of Cambaia. It is well fortified with good
walls, and defended by a numerous artillery.  The barks and
brigantines used at this place are smaller than ours of Italy.
Departing thence we came in three days to Zoar?, which also

is

1 From the cantext, this place appears to have been on that part of the
oceanic coast of Arabia called the kingdom of Maskat, towards Cape Ras-al-
-gat and the entrance to the Persian gulf. The name seems compounded of
these words Div or Diu, an istand, Bander a port, and Rumi the term in the
east for the Turks as sucessors of the Romans. It is said in the text to have
been subject to the sultan of Cambaia, but was more probably tributary to
the king or sultan of Ormuz.—E.

2 In the text of Hakluyt this place is called Goa, assuredly by mistake, as
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is a well frequented mart in a fertile country inhabited by Ma-
hometans: Near this place are two other good cities and
ports named Gieulfar and Meschet or Maskat.

Proceeding on our voyage we came to the fair city of Or-
muz or Armusium, second to none in excellence of situation,
and abundance of pearls. It stands in an 1sland twelve miles
from the Continent, being in itself very scarce of water and
corn, so that all things required for the sustenance of the
inhabitants are brought from other places. At the distance
of three days sail from thepce those muscles are procured
which produce the fairest and largest pearls. There are cer-
tain people who gain their living by fishing for these muscles
in the following manner: Going in small boats to that part
of the sea where these are found, they cast a large stone into
the sea on each side of the boat fastened to strong ropes, by
which they fix their boat steadily in one place like a ship
at anchor. 'Then another stone with a cord fastened to it is
cast into the sea, and a man having a sack hung upon his
shoulder both before and behind, and a stone hung to his feet,
leaps into the water, and immediately sinks to the bottom to
the depth of 15 paces or more, where he remains gathering
the pearl muscles and putting them into his sack. He then
casts off the stone that is tied to his feet and comes up by
means of the rope. At Ormuz there are sometimes seen al-
most three hundred ships and vessels of various sorts at one
time, which come from many different places and countries.
The sultan of the city is a Mahometan.. There are not less
than four hundred merchants and factors continually residing
here for the sake of trade in silks, pearls, precious stones,
spices, and the like. 'The principal article of their sustenance
at this place is rice.

Departing from Ormuz I went into Persia, and after ten
days journey I came to Eri3a city in Chorazani which also
we may name Flaminia. "This region is fertile, and abounds in

all

it immediately afterwards appears to have been in the neigbourhood of Mas-
kat, and in the direct voyage between Aden and Ormus, by creeping along
the coast from port to port.—E.

3 In the rambling journey of Verthema, we are often as here unable to
discover the meaning of his strangely corrupted names. Chorazani or Cho-~
rassan is in the very north of Persia, at a vast distance from Ormuz, and he
pays no attention to the particulars of his ten days journey which could not
have been less than 400 miles. We are almost tempted to suspect the au-
thor of romancing.—E.
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all good things, particularly in silk, so that one might purchase
enough in one day to load 3000 camels. Owing to the fertility
of this country corn is always cheap. Rhubarb is in such
abundance that six of our pounds’ of twelve ounces each may
be bought for one gold crown. This city, in which dwells the
king of that region, contains about seven thousand houses; all
inhabited by Mahometans. In twenty days journey from
thence, I noticed that the inland parts of Persia are well inha-
bited and have many good towns and villages. 1In this jour-
ney I came to a great river called by the inhabitants Eufra,
which I verily believe to be the Euphrates, both from the re-
semblance of names and from its great size. Continuing my
journey along this river by the left hand, I came in three days
journey to another city named Schyra 4, subject to a prince
who is a Persian Mahometan, and is independent of any other
prince. Here are found all sorts of precious stones, especial-
ly that called Eranon, which defends men against witchcraft,
madness, and fearfulness proceeding from melancholy. It is
the stone commonly called Turquoise, which is brought in great
abundance from a city named Baluscam, where also great
plenty of Castoreum is procured and various kinds of colours.
The reason why so very little true Castoreum is found among us
is because it is adulterated by the Persians before it comes to our
hands®. The way to prove true castoreum is by smelling, and
if genuine and unadulterated it makes the nose bleed, as I saw
proved on four persons in succession. When genuine and
unadulterated, castoreum will preserve its flavour for ten years.
The Persians are a courteous and gentle people, liberal and
generous towards each other, and kind to strangers, as I
found by experience. While here, I met with a Persian mer-
chant to whom I was known in the year before when at Mec-
ca. 'This man was born in the city of Er7 in Chorozani, and
as soon as he saw me he knew me again, and asked by what
fortune I had come into that country. To this I answered,
s¢ that I bad come thither from a great desire to see the
world.” ¢¢ Praised be God, said he, that I have now found a
companion of the same mind with myself.” He exhorted me

not

4 Supposing that the place in the text may possibly mean Shiras, the au-
thor makes a wonderful skip in three days from the Euphrates to at least
230 miles distance.—E. ;

5 What is named Castoreum in the text was probably musk, yet Russia
castor might in those days have come along with rhubarb through Persia.—
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not to depart from him, and that I should accompany him in
his journeys, as he meant to go through the chief parts of the
world.

I accordingly remained with him for fifteen days in a city
named Sguilaz, whence we went in the first place to a city
named Saint Bragant®, which is larger than Babylon of E-
gypt and is subject to a Mahometan prince, who is said to be
able to take the field when occasion requires with 60,000
horsemen. This I say only from the information of others,
as we could not safely pass farther in that direction, by rea-
son of the great wars carried on by the Sophy against those
Mahometans who follow the sect of Omar, who are abhorred
by the Persians as heretics and misbelievers, while they are
of the sect of Ali which they consider as the most perfect and
true religion.- At this place my Persian friend, as a proof of
his unfeigned friendship, offered to give me in marriage his
niece named Samis, which in their language signifies the Sun,
which name she well deserved for her singular beauty. As
we could not travel any farther by reason of the wars, we
returned to the city of Eri, where he entertained me most ho-
nourably in his house, and showing me his niece desired that
she might immediately become my wife. Being otherwise
minded, yet not willing that I should appear to despise so
friendly an offer, I thanked him for his goodness, yet begged
the match might be delayed to a more convenient time.  De-
parting soon afterwards from Eri, we came in eight days jour-
ney to Ormuz, where we took shipping for India.

Section VIL
Observations of the Author on various parts of India.

We arrived in India at a certain port named Cheo®, past
which flows the great river Indus, not far from the city of
Cambay. 1t is situated® three miles within the land, so that
brigantines and foists can have no access to it except when

the

6 Of Squilaz and Saint Bragant it is impossible to make any thing, even
by conjecture.—~E.

1 This name is inexplicably corrupted, and nothing more can be said of
it than is contained in the text, which indeed is very vague.—E.

2 Verthema appears at this place to make an abrupt transition to the city
of Cambay, taking no farther notice of Cheo.~E. .
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the tide rises higher than ordinary, when it sometimes over-
flows the land for the space of four miles. At this place the
tides increase differently from what they do with us, as they
increase with the wane of the moon, whereas with us while
the moon waxes towards full. © This city is walled after our
manner, and abounds in all kinds of necessaries, especially
wheat and all manner of wholesome and pleasant fruits. It
has also abundance of gosampine or bombassine (cotton) and
some kinds of spices of which I do not know the names. Mer-
chants bring here such quantities of cotton and silk, that some-
times forty or fifty vessels are loaded with these commodities
for other countries.  In this region there is a mountain in
which the onys commonly called carneola is found, and not
far from thence another mountain which produces caleedony
and diamonds. While T was there, the sultan of Cambay
was named Mahomet, and had reigned forty years after hav-
ing expelled the king of Guzerat,  The natives are not Ma-
hometans, neither ate they idolaters, wherefore I believe if
they were only baptised they would not be far from the way
of salvation, for they observe the pure rule of justice, doing
unto others as they would be done by. They deem it unlaw-
ful to deprive any living creature of its life, and never eat flesh.
Some of them go entirely naked, or only cover the parts of
shame, wearing fillets of a purple colour round their heads.
Their ¢omplexion is a dark yellow, commonly called a leonell
colour,

The sultan of Cambay maintains a force of 20,000 horse,
Every morning fifty men riding on elephants repair to his pa-~
lace to reverence and salute the king, which is done likewise
by the elephants kneeling down. As soon as the king wakes
in the morning there is a prodigious noise of drums, trumfpets,
and other warlike instruments of music, as if in token of joy
that the sultan still lives. 'The same is done while he is at din-
nery when likewise the elephants are again brought forward to
do him reverence. We shall afterwards have occasion to no-
tice the customs, docility, and wisdom of these beasts, The
sultan has his upper lip so large and gross that he sometimes
beareth it up with a fillet as women do their hair. His beard
fs white and hangs down below his girdle. He has been ac»
customed to the use of poison even from his infancy, and he
daily eats some to keep him in use; by which strange custom,
althou§h hé feels no personal hurt therefrom, yet is he so sa-
turated with poison that he is a certain poison to others. In-

VOL. VII Sl somuch
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somuch that when he is disposed to put any noble to death,
he causes the victim to be brought into his presence and to
stand before him while he chews certain fruits called Chofolos?
resembling nutmegs, chewing at the same time the leaves of a
certain herb named Zambolos, to which is added the powder
of oyster shells. After chewing these things for seme time,
he spits upon the person whom he wishes to kill, and he
is sure to die within half an hour, so powerful is the venom
of his body*. He keeps about four thousand concubines, and
whoever of them chances to sleep with him is sure to die next
day. When he changes his shirt or any other article of his
dress, 1o one dare wear it, or is sure to die. My companion
learnt from the merchants of Cambay that this wondertul ve~
nomous nature of the sultan had been occasioned by his hav-
ing been bred up by bis father from a child in the constant
use of poison, beginning by little and little, and taking pre-
servatives at the same time.

Such is the wonderful fertility of this country that it sur-
passes all description. The people, as already said, go almost
entirely naked, or content themselves with a single garment,
and are a brave and warlike nation, being at the same time
much given to commerce, so that their city is frequented by
traders of all nations. From this city,and another to be nam-
ed afterwards, innumerable kinds and quantities of merchan-
dise are transported to almost every region and nation of the
world ; especially to the Turks, Syrians, Arabians, Indians,
and to divers regions of Africa, Ethiopia, and Arabia ; and
more especially vast abundance of silk and cotton, so that by
means of this prodigious trade the sultan is astonishingly rich.
The sultan of Cambay is almost continually at war with the
king of Joga, whose realm is fifteen days journey from Cam-
bay, and extends very far in all directions. This king of Joga®
and all his people are idolaters. He maintains an army al-
ways on foot of 30,000 men, and is continually in the field
travelling through his dominions with a prodigious train of

followers
3 It is evident from the text that the arefa nut is here meant, which is
chéwed along with bezel leaf, called tambolos in the text, and strewed with
chunam or lime made of oyster shells.—E.
4 This ridiculous story, can only be understood as an eastern metaphor,
expressive of the tyrannous disposition of the sultan.—E.
5 What sovereign of India is meant by the 4ing of Yoga we cannot ascer-
tain, unless perhaps some Hindoo rajah in the hilly country to the north-east
of Gujerat.  From some parts of the account of this king and his subjects,
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followers at the charge of his subjects, his camp containing
at the least 4000 tents and pavilions. - In this perpetual
progress he is accompanied by his wife, children, concubines,
and slaves, and by every apparatus for hunting and -amuse-
ment. His dress consists of two goat-skins with the hair side
outwards, one of which covers his breast and the other his
back and shoulders. His complexion is of a brown weasel
colour inclining to black, as are most of the native Indians,
being scorched by the heat of the sun. They wear ear-rings
of precious stones, and adorn themselves with jewels of various
kinds ; and the king and prineipal people paint their, faces
and other parts of their bodies with certain spices and sweet
gums or ointments. They are addicted to many vain super-
stitions ; some professing never to lie on the ground, while
others keep a continual silence, having two or three persons to
minister to their wants by signs. These devotees-have horns
hanging from their necks, which they blow all at once when
they come to any city or town to make the inhabitants afraid,
after which they demand victuals and whatever else they are
in need of from the people. ‘When this king remains station-
ary at any place, the greater part of his army keeps guard a-
bout his pavilion, while five or six-hundred men range about
the country collecting what they are able to procure. They
never tarry above three days in one place, but are continual-
ly wandering about like vagabond Egyptians, Arabs, or Tar-
tars.  The region through which they roam is not fertile, be-
ing mostly composed of steep and craggy mountains. . The
city is without walls, and its houses are despicable huts or ho-
vels. This king is an enemy to the sultan of Machamir ? and

vexes his country with incessant predatory incursions.
Departing from Cambay, I came in twelve days journey to
the city of Ceull®, the land of Guzerat being interposed be-
tween these two cities. The king of this city is an idolater.
His subjects are of a dark yellow colour, or lion tawny, and
are much addicted to war, in which they use swords, bows
and arrows, darts, slings, and round targets. They have en-
gines to beat down walls and to make a great slaughter in an
army.

we are apt to conceive that the relation in the text is founded on some vague
account of a chief or leader of a band of Hindoo devotees: A king or chief
of the Fogues.—E. , .

6 There is a district on the west of Gujerat or Guzerat named Chuwal,

on the river Butlass or Bagass which runs into the guif of Cutch, which may
be here meant.—E. ! ot
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army. The city is only three miles from the sed on the banks
of a fine river, by which a great deal of merchandise is im-
ported. The soil isfertile and produces many different kinds
of fruits, and in the district great quantities of cotton cloth are
made. The people are idolaters like those of Calicut, of
whom mention will be made hereafter, yet there are many
Mahometans in the city. The king has but a small military
force, and the government is administered with justice.  Two
days journey from thence is a city named Dabuly” on a great
river and in a fertile country. It is walled like the towns of
Italy, and contains a vast number of Mahometan merchants.
The king is an idolater, having an army of 30,000 meén. De-
parting tromn thence I came to the island of Goga®; not above
a mile from the continent, which pays yearly a tribute of 1000
pieces of gold to the king of Deccan, about the same value
with the seraphins of Babylon. These coinsare impressed on
one side with the image of the devil®, and on the other side
are some unknown characters. On the sea coast at one side
of this island there is a town much like those of Italy, in
which resides the governor, who is captain over a company of
soldiers named Savain, consisting of 400 Mamelukes, he be-
ing kewise a Mameluke. Whenever he can procure any
whit® man he takes them into his service and gives them
good entertainment, and if fit for military service, of which
ﬁe makes trial of their strength by wrestling, he gives them a
monthly allowance of 20 golfd seraphins ; but if not found fit
for war he employs them in handicrafts. With this small
force of only 400 men, he gives much disturbance to the king
of Narsinga.

From the island of Goga 1 went to the city of Dechan ’°,f

o

7 No name having the least affinity to that in the text is to be found in
any modern map of India near the coast of Gujerat. It would almost appear
that the author had now gone down the coast of India, and that his Chuwal
and Dabuly are Chaul and Dabul on the coast of the Concan.—E.

8 Nothing can possibly be made of this island of Goga. There is a town
on the const of Gujerat and western side of the gulf of Cambay called Gogo,
but it is no island, and could not possibly be subject to the king of the

eccan; and besides Verthema is obviously now going down the western coast
of India.—E.

9 Of a Swarmmy or Hindoo idol.—E.

10 Dechan, Deccan, or Dacshin, is the name of a territory or kingdom,
and properly signifies southern India, or simply the south, in réference to
Hindostan proper, on the north of the Netbuddah: But Verthema almost
always names the capital from the kingdom.-~E.

10
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of which the king or sultan is a Mahometan, ‘and to whom
the before-mentioned captain of ‘the Mamelukes at Goge is
tributary. The city is beantiful, and stands in a fertile
country which abounds in all things necessary for man.  The
king of this country is reckoned a Mameluke, and has 35,000
horse and foot in his service.  His palace is a sumptuous edi=
fice, containing numerous and splendid apartments, insomuch,
that one has to pass through 44 several rooms in a continued
suite before getting to the presence-chamber of the sultan,
who lives with wonderful pomp and magnificence, even those
who wait upen him having their shoes or starpins ornament-
ed with rubies and diamonds, and rich ear-rings of pearls
and other precious stones. Six miles from the city is a
mountain from which they dig diamonds, which mountain
is surrounded by a wall, and guarded by a band of soldiers.
The inhabitants of the city are mostly Mahometans, who are
generally clad in silk, or at least have their shirts or lower
garments of that fabric ; they wear also thin buskins and hose
or breeehes like the Greek mariners, or what are called
trowsers. Their women, like those of Damascus, have their
faces veiled. The king of Deccan is almost in continual war
with the king of Narsinga ; most of his soldiers being white
men from distant countries hired for war, whereas the na-
tives are of a dark colour like the other inbabitants of India.
This king is very rich and liberal, and has a large navy of
ships, but he is a great enemy to the Christians.  Having
visited this country, I went in five days from thence to Ba-
thacala or Batecolah, the inhabitants of which are idolaters,
except, some Mahometan merchants who resort: thither for
trade. It'abounds in rice, sugar, wheat, walnuts **, figs,
and many kinds of fruits and roots unknown to us, and has
plenty of beeves, kine, buffaloes, sheep.. goats, and other
beasts, but no horses, asses, or mules. From thence, at the
distance of a days journey I came to Centacola? the prince
of which has no great riches; but the district has plenty of
flesh, rice, and such fruits as grow in India; and ‘to thig
place many Mahometans resort for trade. The king is an
idolater, and is subject to him of Batecolah. Two days jour=
ney from thence I came to Onore, the king of which!is an
idolater, subject to the king of Narsinga.” The prince or

' - king

11 By walnuts, I suspect that cocoa-nuts are meant; aud rendered walnuts
by some mistaken translation.—E, . . i
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king of Onore has eight armed foists or barks, which make:
excursions by sea, and subsist by piracy, yet is he in friend-

ship with the Portuguese. The district produces plenty of
rice, and has many kinds of wild beasts, as wild boars, harts,

wolves, lions*?, and many kinds of birds, such as peacocks

and parrots, besides others very different from ours. It has

likewise many cattle of a bright yellow colour, and fine fat

sheep. It has also abundance of flowers of all kinds. The

air is so temperate and healthy, that the natives live much

longer than we do in Italy. Not far from this place is ano-

ther city named Mangalore, whence about sixty ships depart

yearly with cargoes of rice. The inhabitants are partly ido-

laters, and part Mahometans.

Departing from thence we went to the city of Cananore,
where the king of Portugal has a strong garrison, though the
king of the city is an idolater and no great friend to the Por-
tuguese. At this port many horses are imported from Persia,
which pay a high duty. Departing from thence into the in-
land we came to the city of Narsinga '3, which is frequented
by many Mahometan merchants. The soil in that country
bears no wheat, so that the inhabitants have no bread, neither
hath it vines or any other fruits except oranges and gourds,
but they have plenty of rice and such walnuts as that country
produces’4. It has likewise plenty of spices, as pepper, gin-
ger, mirabolans, cardamum, cassia, and others, also many
kinds of fruits unlike ours, and much sweeter. The region 1s
almost inaccessible, for muny dens and ditches made by force*>.
The king has an army of 50,000 gentlemen whom they call
heroes'®.  In warithey use swords and round targets, also:
lances, darts, bows, and slings, and are now beginning to use
fire arms. + These men go almost entirely naked, except
when engaged. in war.  They use no horses, mules, asses, or

camels ;

12 There are no lions in India, and tigers are certainly here meant.—E.

13 Bijanagur was the capital of the kingdom known by the name of Nar-
singa ; but from the neighbourhood of Cananore, it is possible that Verthe-
ma here means Narsingapoor, about 25 miles S.S. W. from Seringapatam.
—E. {

14 ‘The walnuts of this author must have been cocoa-nuts, perhaps con~
verted to walnuts by erroneous translation.—E. {

15 ‘This singular passage probably means, that the country is defended by
a great number of forts and garrisons, as indeed we know that the_interior
table land of southern India is thickly planted with dreogs or hill forts,
which must then have been impregnable~~E. ¢ ’

16 Probably meaning Nairs or Rajputs, -who are reckoned of a high ec
noble cast, next to the Bramins.—E.
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camels ; only employing . eléphants, which yet do not fight in
battle. Great quantities of merchandise are consumed in this
city, insomuch that two hundred ships resort thither yearly
from various countries'’.

Departing from Narsinga, and travelling 15 days to the
east '8, we came to the city of Bisinagar, or Bijanagur, which
is subject to theking of Narsinga. 'This city stands upon the
side of a hill, and is very large, and well fortified, being . sur=
rounded by a triple wall, eight miles in circuit. The district
in which it stands is wonderfully fertile, and produces every
thing requisite for the necessities, and even thedelicacies and
luxuries of man. It is likewise a most convenient country for °
hunting and hawking, having many large plains, and fine
woods, so that altogether it s a kind of earthly 'paradise.
The king and pcople are idolaters; and the king has great
power and riches, maintaining an army of. 4000 horsemen,
although it may be noted that'a good horse in. this country
costs four or five hundred gold coins called pardaos, and
sometimes eight hundred. The reason of this high . price is,
that these horses are brought from other countries, whence
they can procure no mares, as the exportation of these is
strictly prohibited by the princes of the countries whence the
horses are procured. He has likewise 400 elephants to serve
in his wars, and many of those swift running camels which we
commouly call dromedaries*®., , ,

‘At this place I had an excellent opportunity of learning
the docility and almost reasoning wisdom of the elephant,
which certainly is the most sagacious and most. docile of all
animals, approaching even to human reason, and far exceed-
ing all other beasts in strength. . 'When used for war, the In-
dians fix great pack-saddles on their backs, resembling those
used in Italy for mules of burden, but vastly larger.  These
saddles are girt round their bellies with two iron chains, and
on each side is placed a small house, cage, or turret of wood,
each of which contains three men.. Between the two turrets
an Indian sits on the back of the animal, and speaks: to- him
in the language of the country, which the creature under~

stands

.17 This is 2 most astonishing error, as Narsingapoor is above 100 miles
from the nearest coast.—E.

18 Bijanagur is 175 miles directly nor#k from Narsingapoor.—E.

19 In modern language the term dromedary is very improperly applied to
the Bactrian, or two-hunched camel, a' slow beast of burden. The word
dromedary is formed from the Greek ageuor celery and only belongs to a pe-
culiar breed of camels of amazing swiftness, —E.
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stands and obeys. Seven men, therefore, are thus placéd on
the back of each elephant, all armed with coats of mail, and
having lanuges, bows, darts, and slings, and targets for de-
fence. Also the trunk, snout, or proboscis of the elephant is
armed with a sword fastened to it, two ecubits long, very
strong, and a handbreadth in width.  When necessary to ad-
vance, to retreat, to turn to either side, to strike, or to for-
bear, the governor or conductor of the elephant sitting on his
back, causes him to do whatever he wills, by speaking in such
language and expressions as he'is accustomed to, all of which
the beast understands and obeys, without the uvse of bridle or
spur, But when fire is thrown at them they are wonderfully
afraid and run away, on which occasions it is impossible to
stop them; on which account the Indians have many curious
devices of fire-works to frighten the elephants, and make
them run away. I saw an instance of the extraordinary
strength of these animals while at Cananore, where some
Mahometans endeavoured to draw a ship on the land, stem
foremost, upon three rollers, on which ocecasion three ele-
phants, commodiously applied, drew with great foree, and
bending their heads down to the ground, brought the ship on
the land.. Many have believed that elephants%\ave no joints
in their legs, which therefore they could not bend 5 but this
notion is utterly false, as they have joints like other beasts,
but lower down on their legs. The female elephants are
fiercer than the males, and much stronger for carrying ‘bur-
dens.  Sometimes they are seized by a kind of fury or mad-
ness, on which occasions they run about in a disorderly’man-
ner. One elephant exceeds the size of three huffaloes, to
which latter animals their hair has some resemblance.’ Their
eyes resemble those of swine.' Their snout or ‘trunk is “very
long, and by means of it they convey food and drink to their
mouths, so that the trunk 'may be called the hand of the ele-
phant. - The mouth is under the trunk, and is much like the
mouth of a sow. The trunk is hollow, and so flexible, that
the animal can usc it to lay hold of sticks, and wield them
with it as we do with the hand. ' I once saw the trunk of a
tree overthrown by one elephant, which 24 men had in vain
attempted. It has two great teeth or tusks in the upper jaw.
Their ears are very broad, above two spans even on the smal-
lest elephants. Their feet are round and as broad as the
wooden trenchers which are in ordinary use, and each foot has
five round hoofs like large oyster shells. The tail is about four

spans
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spans long, like that of a buffaloe, and.is very thin of hair.
lephants are of various sizes, some 13 spans or 14 spans
high, and some have been seen as high as 16 spans; but the
females are larger than the males of the same age. Their
gait is slow and wallowing, so that those who are not used to
ride upon them are apt to become sick, as if they were at sea;
but it is pleasant to ride a young elephant, as ‘their pace is
soft and gentle like an ambling mule. On mounting them,
they stoop aud bend their knee to assist the vider to get up;
but their keepers use no bridles or halters to guide them.
When they engender they retire into the most secret recesses
of the woods, from mnatural ‘modesty, 'though some pretend

that they copulate backwards. ;
The king of Narsinga exceeds in riches and dominion, all
the princes I have ever seen or heard of. ~ In beauty and ‘si-
tuation the city resembles Milan, only that being on the slope
of a hill it is not sq level.  Other subject kingdoms lie round
about'it, even as Ausonia and Venice surround Milan, The
bramius or priests informed me that the king reccives daily of
tribute from that city only the sum of 12,000 pardaos. He
and his subjects are idolaters, worshipping the devil like those
of Calicut. He maintains an army of many thousand men,
and is continually at war with his neighbours. The richer
people wear a slender dress, somewhat like a petticoat, not
very long, and bind their heads with a fillet or broad bandage,
after the fashion of the Mahometans, but the common people
go almost entirely naked, covering only the parts of shame.
The king wears a cape or short cloak of cloth of gold on his
shoulders, only two spans long ; and when he goes to war he
wears a close vest of cotton, over which is a cloak adorned
with plates of gold, richly bordered with all kinds of jewels
and precious stones.. The horse he rides on, including the
furniture or caparisons, is estimated to equal one of our cities
in value, being all over ornamented with jewels of great price..
‘When he goes a hunting, he is attended by other three kings,
whose office it is-to bear him company wherever he goes.
‘When he rides out or goes a journey he is attended by 6000
horsemen ; and from all that we have said, and various ether
circumstances respecting his power, riches, and magnificence,
he certainly is to be accounted one of the greatest sovereigns
in the world. Besides the pieces already mentioned, named
pardaos, which are of gold, he coins silver money called fano,
or fanams, which are worth sixteen of our smallest copper
money.
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moncy.  Such is the excellent government of this country,
that travellers may go through the whole ‘of it in safety, if
they can avoid the danger of lions*°.  'T'his king is in amity
with the king of Portugal, and is a great friend to the Chris-
tians, so that the Portuguese are received and treated in his
dominions in a friendly and honourable manner.

When I had tarried many days in this great city, I return=
ed to Cananore, whence, after three days stay I went to a
city twelve miles from thence, named ZTrempata®’, a sca-port,
inhabited by idolaters, but frequented by many Mahomctan
merchants.  The only richés of this place consists in Indian
nuts, or cocoa-nuts, and timber for ship~building. Passing -
from thence, by the cities of Pandara and Capagot®*, 1 came
to the famous city of Calicut. To avoid prolixity, I pass
over many other kingdoms and peoples, such as Chianul ?
Dabul, Onoué ? Bangalore, Cananore, Cochin, Cacilon ? and
Calonue, or Coulan*3. 1 have so done on purpose to enable
me to treat more at Jarge of Calicut, being in a‘manner the
metropolis of all the Indian cities, as the king thereof exceeds
all the kings of the east in royal majesty, and is therefore:
called Samoory or Zamorin, which in their language signifies
God on earth.

Secrron VIIIL
Account of the famous City and Kingdom of Calicut.

Tue city of Calicut is situated on the continent or main
land of India, ciose upon the sea, having no port; but about
a ‘mile to the south there is a river which runs into the ocean
by a narrow mouth. This river is divided into many
branches among the fields in the plain country, for the pur-
pose of being distributed by means of trenches to water the
grounds, and one of these branches not exceeding threef:‘ or

our

20 Wherever lions are mentioned by this traveller in India, tigers are to
be understood.—E. ’

21 About that distance south from Cananore is Dermapatam.—E.

22 No names in the least respect similar to these are to be found in the
indicated route between Cananore and Calicut.—E. ; i

23 Of the three places marked with points of interrogation;  the names
are so disfigured in the orthography as to be unintelligible; Cianul may
possibly be Chaul, Onouki¢ Onore, and Gacilon Cranganere.~E.
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four feet deep runs into the city.  Calicut is not walled, and
contains about 6000 houses, which are niot built close adjoin-
ing each other, as in European cities, but a certain space is
left between each, either to prevent the communication of
fire, or owing to the ignorance of the builders. It is a mile
in length, and its houses are only mean low huts, not exceed-
ing the height of a man on horseback, being mostly covered
with boughs of trecs, instead of tiles or other covering. It is
said that on digging only five or six spans into the ground
they come immediately to water, on which account they can-
not dig foundations of any depth.  Warehouses or lodgings
for merchants may be bought for 15 or 20 pieces of gold;
but the common run of houses cost only two pieces of gold or
even less.

The king and people of Calicut are idolaters, and worship-
pers of the devil, though they acknowledge one supreme God,
the Creator of heaven and earth, the first chief cause of all
things. But they allege that God could have no pleasure
in his government, if he were to take it upon himself, and
hath therefore given it in charge to the devil, who was sent as
they say from heaven, to rule over and judge the world, ren-
dering good or evil to men according to their deserts. The
great God they call Zamerani, and this devil or subordinate

eity Deumo. The king has a chapel in his palace, where
this Deumo is worshipped. = This chapel has an open. vault
or arch on all the four sides, about two paces in breadth, and
it is about three haces high. The entrance is by a wooden
gate, ornamented with carved work of monstrous forms or
shapes of devils. In the midst of the chapel is a royal seat or
throne of copper, on which sits the figure or image of the
devil, likewise of copper. On the head of this image is a
crown like that worn by the pope, but having the addition of
four horns, besides which he is represented with a great gap-
ing mouth, having four monstrous teeth. The nose is horrid-
ly deformed, with grim lowering eyes, a threatening look, and
crooked hands, or talons like flesh-hooks, and feet somewhat
like those of a cock; forming on the whole, a monster terrible
to look at. In every corner of the chapel there are other
figures of devils of shining copper, as it flames of fire de-
vouring miserable souls. These souls are about the size of
half a finger, some of them larger, and each figure puts one
of these souls into his mouth with the right hand, while the
left is on the ground lifting up another.  Every morning the
priests,
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priests, who are called Bramins, wash the idol with rose water,
and perfame him with sweet savoars, after which they pray
to him prostrate on the earth. Once every week they sacri-
fice to the idol after this form. They have a little altar or
capboard, three spans high, five spans long and four broad,
on which they strew all manner of flowers and sweet-smelling
powders; theti bringing a great silver chafing-dish full of
burning coals, they kill a cock with a siiver knife, throwing
the blood into the fire, together with many sweet perfumes,
and even thrust the bloody blade of the knife often into the
fire, that none of the blood may be lost; then the priest
maketh many strange gestures with the knife, like a fencer,
giving or defending thrusts. In the mean time other priests
with burning censers go round about the altar perfuming it with
incense, and ringing a small silver bell all the time of the sacri-
fice.  The priest who sacrifices the cock has his arms and legs
garnished with silver plates and pendants, which make a noise
when he moves like hawks-bells, and he wears a kind of boss
on his breast inscribed with I know not what signs, being
perhaps the secret character of some hidden mystery. When
the sacrifice is finished, he fills both his hands with wheat,
and goes backwards, keeping his eyes fixed on the altar till he
comes to a certain tree whereon he casts the wheat ; then re-
turning to the altar he removes all that is upon it.

‘The king never sits down to eat ¢ill four of his priests have
offered his meat in this manner to the idol ; lifting their hands
above their heads with many fantastical gbsticulations: and
murmuring voices, they present the meat to the idol, and afier
many foolish ceremonies bring back the meat to the king.
The meat is offered in a wooden tray, after which it is laid on
the broad leaves of a certaintree.  The meat of the king con-
sists of rice and divers other things, such as fruits; and he
eats sitting on the ground without cloth or carpet. During
his repast, the priests stand round him at four or five paces
distance, carefully observing all his orders; and when he has
done eating, they catry away all the remains of his food,
which they give to certain crows, which being used to be thus
fed, come upon a signal, and being esteemed holy, it is not law-
ful for any oneto take or even hurt them. The chief priests of
these idolaters are the bramins, who are with them as bishops
are among us, and are considered as the order of highest dig-
nity. The second order among them are the nairs, who
eome in place of our gentlemen, and go out to war with

swords
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swords and bucklers, lances, bows, and other weapons. The
third order consists of mechanics and handicrafts of all kinds.
In the fourth are victuallers, or those that make provision of
fish and flesh. Next to them are those who gather pepper,
cocoa nuts, grapes and other fruits. 'The baser sort are
those who sow and gather rice, who are kept under such sub-
jection by, the bramins and nairs that they dare not approach
neaver to them than 50 paces under pain of death, and are
thercfore obliged to lurk in bye places and marshes; and
when they go anywhere abroad they call out continually in a
loud voice, that they may be heard of the bramins and nairs,
otherwise if any of these were to come niear they would cer-
tainly put these low people to death.

The dress of even the king and queen differ in little or no-
thing from the other idolaters, all going naked, barefooted,
aud bareheaded, except a small piece of silk or cotton to cover
their nakedness; but the Mahometans wear single garments
in a more seemly maunner, their women being dressed like the
men except that their hair is very long. The king and nobles
eat no kind of flesh, except having first got permission of the
priests ; but the common people may eat any flesh they please
except that of cows. Those of the basest sort, named Ni=
rani and Poliars, are only permitted to eat fish dried in the
sun.

When the king or zamorin dies, his male children, ifany,
or his brothers by the fathers side, or the sons of these bro-
thers, do not succeed in the kingdom: For, by ancient law
or custom, the suceession belongs to the sons of the kings
sisters ; and if there be none such, it goes to the nearest
male relation through the female blood. The reason of this
strange law of succession is, that when the king takes a wife,
she is always in the first place deflowered by the chief bra-
min, for which he is paid fifty pieces of gold. When the
king goes abroad, either in war or a-hunting, the queen is
left in charge of the priests, who keep company with her till
his return ; wherefore the king may well think " that her chil-
dren may noi be his; and for this reason the children of his
sisters by the same mother are considered as his nearest in
blood, and the right inheritors of the throne. When the
king dies, all his subjects express their mourning by cutting
their beards and shaving their heads; and during the cele-
bration of his funerals, those who live by fishing abstain from
their employment during eight days. Similar rules are ob-

: served
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served upon the death of any of the kings wives. Somctimes
the king abstains from the company of women for the space
of a year, when likewise he forbears to chew betel and areta,
which are reckoned provocatives. 1
The gentlemen and merchants of Calicut, when they wish
to show great friendship to each other, sometimes exchange
wives, but on these occasions the children remain with their
reputed fathers. It is likewise customary among these idola-
ters, for one woman to have seven husbands at the same
time, each of whom has his gppointed night to sleep with her ;
and when she has a child, she fathers it upon any of the hus-
bands she pleases. The people of this country, when at
their meals, lie upon the ground, and eat their meat from
copper trays, using certain leaves instead of spoons; their
food consisting for the most part of rice and fish scasoned
with spices, and of the ordinary fruits of the country. The
lowest people eat in a filthy manner, putting their dirty hands
into the dish, and thrusting their food by handfuls into their
mouths. The punishment of murder is by impalement ; but
those who wound or hurt any one have to pay a fine to the
king. When any one is in debt, and refuses to pay, the
creditor goes to the judges, of whom there are said to be a
hundred, and having made due proof of the debt, he receives
a certain stick or branch of a tree, with authority to arrest
his debtor, to whom, when he is able to find him, he uses
these words: ¢ I charge you by the heads of the Bramins,
¢¢ and by the head of the king, that you stir not from the
¢¢ spot on which you stand till you pay me what you owe.”
The debtor has now no resource but to pay immediately, or
to lose his life: for, if he escape after this ceremony, he is
adjudged a rebel, and it is lawful for any man to kill him.
When they mean to pray to their idols, they resort before
sunrise to some pool or river where they wash themselves,
after which they resort to the idol-house, taking especial care
not to touch any thing by the way, and say their prayers
prostrate on the ground, making strange gesticulations and
contortions, so marvellously distorting their faces, eyes, and
mouths, that it is horrible to behold. ~ The nairs or gentle-
men may not begin to cat, till one of them has dressed and
set the food in order, with certain ceremonies, but the lower
orders are not bound to such rules. The women also have
no other care than to dress and beautify themselves, as' they
take much pains to wash and purify their persons, and to
6 perfume
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perfume their bodies with many sweet savours. Likewise
when they go abroad, they are singularly loaded with jewels
and ornaments on their ears, arms, and legs.

In Calicut there are certain teachers of warlike exercises,
who train up the youth in the use of the sword, target, and
lance, and of such other weapons as they employ in war;
and when the king takes the field he has an army of 100,000
infantry, but there are no cavalry in that country. On this
.occasion the king rides upon an elephant, and elephants are
used in their wars.  Those who are next in authority to the
king wear fillets round their heads of crimson or scarlet silk.
Their arms are crooked swords, lances, bows and arrows,
and targets. The royal ensign is an umbrella borne aloft on
aspear, so as to shade the king from the heat of the sun,
which ensign in their language is called somler.  'When both
armies approach within three arrow-flights, the king sends
his bramins to the enemy by way of heralds, to challenge an
hundred of them to combat agamnst an hundred of his nairs,
during which set combat both sides prepare themselves for
battle. In the mean time the two select parties proceed to
combat, mid-way between the two armies, always striking
with the edge of their swords at the heads of their antago-
nists, and never thrusting with the point, or striking at the
legs. Usually when five or six are slain of either side, the
Bramins interpose to stop the fight, and a retreat is sounded
at their instance.  After which the Bramins speak to the ad-
verse kings, and generally succeed to make up matters with-
out any battle or farther slaughter.

The king sometimes rides on an elephant, but at other
times is carried by his nairs or nobles, and when he goes out
is always followed by a numerous band of minstrels, making
a prodigions noise with drums, timbrels, tambourets, and
other such instruments. The wages of the nairs are four
carlines each, monthly, in time of peace, and six during
war.  When any of them are slain, their bodies are burned
with great pomp and many superstitious ceremonies, and their
ashes are preserved ; but the common people are buried in
their houses, gardens, fields, or woods, without any cere-
-mony.  When I was in Calicut i was crowded with mer-
chants from almost every part of the east, especially a prodi-
gious number of Mahometans. - There were many from Ma-
lacca and Bengal, from Tanaserim, Pegu, and Coromandel,
from the islands of :Ceylon and Sumatra, from all the cities

and
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and countries of Western India, and various Persians, Ara-
bians, Syrians, Turks, and Ethiopians. Asthe idolaters do
not sail on the sea, the Mahomectans are exclusively employ-
ed in navigation, so that there are not less than 15,000 Ma-
hometans resident in Calicut, mostly born in that place.
Their ships are seldom below the burden of four or five hun-
dred tons, yet all open and without decks. They do not put
any tow or vakum into the seams of their ships, yet join the
planks so artificially, that they hold out water admirably,
the seams being pitched and held together with iron nails,
and the wood of which their ships are built is better than
ours. Their sails are made of cotton cloth, doubled in the
under parts, by which they gather much wind and swell out
like bags, having only one sail to each vessel. Their an-
chors are of marble, eight spans long, having two on each
side of the ship, which are hung by means of double ropes.
Their voyages are all made at certain appointed times and
seasons, as one time of the year answers for one coast, and
another season for other voyages, which must all be regulated
aceording to the changes of the weather. In the months of
May, June, and July, when with us in Italy every thing is
almost burnt up with heat and drought, they have prodigi-
ots rains. The best of their ships are built in the island of
Porcaiy not far from Calicut. They have one kind of vessel
or canoe, made all of one piece of wood like a trough, very
long, narrow, and sharp, which is propelled either by oars
or sails, and goes with amazing swiftness, which is much us-
ed by pirates.

The palace of the king of Calicut exceeds a mile in cir-
eumference, and is well constructed of beams and posts ar-
tificially joined, and curiously carved all over with the fi-
gures of devils. It is all however very low, for the reason
before-mentioned, as they cannot dig deep for secure foun-
dations. It is impossible to express in words the number and
riches of the pear{; and precious stones which the king wears
about him, which exceed all estimate in regard to their va-
lue. Although, when I was in that place, the king lived
rather in a state of grief, both on account of the war in which
he was engaged with the Portuguese, and because he was af-
flicted by the venereal disease which had got into his throat,
yet his ears, hands, legs, and feet; were richly garnished
with all sorts of jewels and precious stones, absolutely beyond
description. His treasure is so vast, that it caninot be gon&

taine
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tained in two immense cellars or warehouses, consisting of
precious stones, plates of gold, and other rich ornaments, be~
sides as much gold coin as might load an hundred mules, as
was reported by the Bramins, to whom these things are best
known. This treasure is said to have been hoarded up by
twelve kings, his predecessors. In this treasury there is said
to be a coffer three spans long and two broad, entirely full of
precious stones of inestimable value.

Pepper is gathered in the fields around the suburbs of Ca-
licut, and even in some places within the city. It grows on
a weak and fecble plant, somewhat like vines, which is un-
able to support itself without props or stakes. It much re-
sembles ivy, and in like manner creeps up and embraces such
trees as it grows near. This tree, or bush rather, throws
out numerous branches of two or three spans long, having
leaves like those of the Syrian apple, but somewhat thicker.
On every twig there hang six clusters about the size of dates,
and of the colour of unripe grapes, but thicker together.
These are gathered in October, while still inclining to green,
and are spread out on mats in the sun to dry, when in three
days they become black, just as brought to us. The fruit-
fulness of these plants proceeds entirely from the goodness of
the soil in which they grow, as they do not require pruning
or lopping like vines with us. This region also produces
ginger, some roots weighing twelve ounces, though they do
not penetrate the ground above three or four spans. When
the roots are dug up, the uppermost joint is again set in the
ground, as seed for next year’s crop. It and the mirabo-
lans are found in a red-coloured soil, and the stalk much re-
sembles a young pear-tree.

Were I to describe all the strange fruits that are produced
in this country, it would require a large volume for that alone;
as they not only have many quite different from ours in form,
taste, and flavour, but even those kinds which are the same
with ours, differ essentially in many particulars. Natural phi-
losophers may consider how it should so happen that things
of the same kind become so essentially different, according to
the changes of soil and climate ; by which some fruits and
sceds, by transplantation to better soil, become more perfect in
their kind, as larger, fairer, sweeter, and more fruitful ; while
others are improved by a worse soil and colder region. This
diversity may not only be seen in plants and herbs, but also

in beasts, and even in man. It is strange to observe how very
VOL VII. G differently
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differently some trees bear their fruits and seeds, some in one
part of the tree and some in other parts. At Calicut thereis a
fruit named Jaceros, which grows on a tree about the size of
our pear trees. The fruit is about two spans and a half long,
and as thick as the thigh of a man, growing ont of the ‘body
of the tree under the branches, some in the middle of the tree
and others lower down. The colour of this fruit is green, and
its form and appearance resembles a pine apple, but with
smaller grains or knobs. When ripe it is black, and is ga-
thered in December. Itshas the taste of a pepon with a fla-
vour of musk, and in eating seems to give various pleasant
tastes, sometimes resembling a peach, sometimes like a pome-
granate, and leaves a rich sweet in the mouth like new honey-
combs.© Under the skin it has a pulp like that of a peach,
and within that are other fruits like soft chesnuts, which when
roasted eat much like them. This is is certainly one of the
finest fruits 1 ever met with. = There is another fruit called
Apolanda, which is worthy of being mentioned. The tree
grows to the height of a man, having not above four or five
Teaves hanging from certain slips, each leaf being so large that
it is sufficient to cover a man entirely from rain or the %cat of
the sun. In the middle of each leaf rises a stalk like that of a
bean, which produces flowers followed by fruit a span long,
and as thick as a mans arm. These fruits are gathered un-
ripe, as they become ripe in keeping, Every slip bears about
two bundred fruits in a cluster. They are of a yellow colour
with a very thin skin, and are most delicate eating, and very
wholesome. There are three kinds of this fruit, one of which
is not so pleasant or so much esteemed as the others. This
tree bears fruit only once and then dies ; but there rise from
the ground all about the root fifty or sixty young slips which
renew the life of the parent tree. The gardeners transplant
these to other places, and in one year they produce fruit.
This fruit is to be had in great abundance almost the whole
year, and are so cheap that twenty of them may be had for a
penny. This country produces innumerable flowers of great
beauty and most pleasant flavour, all the year round, and es-
pecially roses, both red, white, and yellow.

The cocoa is another tree most worthy of being known, as
in fruitfulvess and sweetness of fruit it surpasses all other trees.
Its fruit is a nut of large size ; and taken altogether, this tree
produces ten different commodities of value: as it produces
wood most excellent for burning, nuts very pleasant to ea(;,

cords
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cords or ropes that answer well for ships, fine cloth, which
when dyed resembles silk. The wood is the best that can be
found for making charcoal, and it yields wine, odoriferous
water, sugar, and oil.  The boughs or leaves serve to cover
houses, instead of tiles or thatch, as, by reason of their close-
ness and substance, they keep out the rain admirably. One
tree will produce about two hundred large nuts. The outer
rhind of these nutsis removed, and thrown into the fire,
where it burns quickly and with a strong flame.  The inner
rhind is like cotton or flax, and can be wrought in the same
manner. From the finer part of this, a kind of cloth is made
resembling silk ; and from the tow, or refuse, they make a
coarser cloth, or small ropes and twine; while the coarsest
parts are made into cables and large ropes for ships. The
inner hard shell of the nut incloses the kernel, which is excel-
lent eating, and lines the shell to the thickness of an inch or
less. Within this is found to the quantity of two or three
cups of sweet water, which is excellent to drink, and which,
by boiling, produces good oil. Only one side of the tree is
allowed to produce fruit, as they wound the other side every
morning and evening in several places, whence a juice or sap
runs out into vessels placed to receive it. Thus they procure
at each wound, every night ‘and morning, a cupful of most
precious liquor, which sometimes they boil till it becomes
strong as brandy, so as to make people drunk like strong
wine, which it resembles in taste and flavour.  They likewise
procure sugar from this tree, but not very sweet. This tree
produces fruit continually, as at all times there are to be seen
upon it both old ripe fruit of the past season, and green fruit
of the present year. It does not begin bearing till five years
old, and only lives for twenty five years. It thrives best in
sandy ground, and is planted or set out like our walnuts ; ‘and
is so much valued, that it is to be found all over the country
for at least two hundred miles. This country also produces
other fruits, from which they make good oil.

For the cultivation of rice they till the ground with oxen as
we do, and at the season for sowing they have a holiday, on
which they testify their joy by singingand dancing to the sound
of all kinds of instruments of music. To ensure, as they con-
ceive, a favourable produce, ten men are disguised like so
many devils, who dance to the noise of their music; and after
the festivities of the day, they pray to the devils to send them
a plentiful crop.

‘When
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‘When any merchant of these idolaters is sore afflicted with
disease and near death, then certain persons who are account-
ed physicians among them are called to visit the person in ex-
tremity. These persons accordingly come to his housc in the
dead of night, dressed like devils, and carrying burning sticks
in their mouth and hands. And there, with mad cries and
howlings, and with the jangling of certain instruments, they
make such a horrible noise in the ears of the sick man, as is
enongh to make a healthy man sick. This is the only remedy
these pretended physicians offer to their sick persons, being
merely to present to him When at the point of death the re-
scmblance of him whom, worse than devils, they honour as
the vicegerent of the deity. 'When any one hath so engorged
himself with eating as to be sick at stomach, he takes the pow-
der of ginger, mixed in some liquid to the consistence of sy-
rup, which he drinks, and in three days he recovers his for-
mer health.

Their bankers, brokers, and money-changers use weights
and scales of such small size, that the box containing the
whole does not exceed an ounce in weight, yet are they so
delicate and just that they will turn with the weight of a hair.
For trying the purity of gold, they use the touch-stone as with
us, but with this addition: having first rubbed the gold to be
«tried on the touch-stone, they rub over the mark with a ball
of some sort of composition resembling wax, by which all that
1s not fine gold disappears, and the marks or spots of gold re-
main, by which they have an exact proof of the fineness of the
gold. When the ball becomes full of gold, they melt it in the
fire, to recover the gold which it contains ; yet are these men
very ignorant even of the art which they profess. In buying
or ‘selling merchandise they employ the agency of brokers ;
so that the buyer and seller each employs a separate broker.
The seller takes the buyer by the hand, under cover of a
scarf or veil, where, by means of the fingers, counting from
one to a hundred thousand privately, they offer and bargain
for the price till they are agreed, all of which passes in pro-
found silence.

The women of this country suckle their children till three
months old, after which theyfeed them on goats milk. When
in the morning they have given them milk, they allow them to
tumble about on the sands all foul and dirty, leaving them
all day in the sun, so that they look more like buffaloe calves

than
1
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than human infants ; indeed I riever saw such filthy creatures.
In the evening they get milk again. Yet by this manner of
bringing up they acquire marvellous dexterity in running,
leaping, swimming, and the like.

There are many different kinds of beasts and birds in this
country, as lions, wild boars, harts, hinds, buffaloes, cows, goats,
and elephants; bat these last are not all bred here, being
brought from other places.  They have also parrots of sundry
colours, as green, purple, and other mixt colours, and they
are so numerous that the rice ficlds have to be watched to -
drive them away. These birds make a wonderful chattering,
and are sold so low as a halfpenny each. There are many
other kinds of birds different from ours, which every morning
and evening make most sweet music, so that the country is
like an carthly paradise, the trees, herbs, and flowers being in
a continual spring, and the temperature of the air quite de-
lightful, as never too hot nor too cold. ' There are also mon=~
keys, which are sold at a low price, and are very hurtful to -
the husbandmen, as they climb the trees, and rob them'of
their valuable fruits and nuts, and cast down the vessels that
are placed for collecting the sap from which wine is made.
There are serpents also of prodigious size, their bodies being
as thick as those of swine, with heads like those of boars;
these are four footed, and grow to the length of four cubits,
and breed in the marshes’. The inhabitants say that these
have no venom. There are three other kinds of serpents,
some of which have such deadly venom, that if they draw
ever so little blood death presently follows, as happened several
times while 1 was in the country.  Of these some are no lar-
ger than asps, and some much bigger, and they are very nu-
merous. It is said that, from some strange superstition, the
king of Calicut holds them in such veneration, that he has
small houses or cottages made on purpose for them, ‘conceiv-
ing that they are of great virtue agamst an over abundance
of rain, and overflowing of the rivers. Hence they are pro-
tected by law, and any person killing one would be punished
with death, so that they multiply exceedingly. They have a
strange notion that serpents come from héaven, and are actu-
ated by heavenly spirits, and they allege that only by touch-
ing them instant death insues.  These serpents know the
idolaters from the Mahometants, or other strangers, and are

‘ much

1 From the description these must be crocodiles.—E,
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much more apt to attack the former than the latter.  Upon
one occasion, I went into a house where eight men lay dead,
and greatly swollen, having been killed the day before by these
serpents ; yet the natives deem it fortunate to meet any of
them in their way.

The palace of the king of Calicut contains many mansions,
and a prodigious number of apartments, in all of which a pro-
digious number of lamps are lighted up every cvening. In
the great hall of the palace there are ten or twelve great and
beautiful candlesticks of lafon or brass, of cunning workman-~
ship, much like goodly fountains, the height of a man. In
each of these are several vessels, and in every vessel are three
burning candles of two spans long, with great plenty of oil.
In the first vessel there are many lamps or wicks of cotton ;
the middle vessel, which is narrower, is also full of lamps ; and
the lowest vessel has alzo a great number of lights, maintained
with-oil and cotton wicks, All the angles or corners of these
candlesticks ave covered with figures of devils, which also hold
lights in their hands; and ina vessel on the top of all the can-
dlesticks there are innumerable cotton wicks kept constantly
burning, and supplied with oil. "When any one of the royal
blood dies, the king sends for all the bramins or priests in his
dominions, and commands them to mourn for a whole year.
On their arrival, he feasts them for three days, and when they
depart gives each of them five pieces of gold.

Not far from: Calicut, there 1s a temple of the idolaters, en-
compassed with water like an island, built in the ancient man-
ner, having a double row of pillars much like the church of
St John de fonte at Rome, aud in the middle of this temple ‘is
a stone altar, on which the people sacrifice to their idols.
High up between the rows of pillars there is a vessel like a boat,
two paces long, and filled with oil..  Also, all round about the
temple there are many trees, on which are hung an incredible
number of lamps, and the temple itself is everywhere hung
round with lamps, constantly burning. Ivery year, on the
25th of December, an infinite number of people resort to this
temple, even from fifteen days journey all round the country,
together with a vast number of priests, who sacrifice to the
idols of the temple, after having washedin the water by which
it is surrounded. Then the priests ascend to the boat which is
filled with oil, from which they anoint the heads of all the
people, and then proceed to the sacrifice. On one side of the
altar, there is a most horrible figure of a devil, to whom the

8 people
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people say their prayers, prostrate on the ground, and then
depart each one to his home, believing that all their sins are
forgiven them. On this occasion, the environs of the temple
is considered a sanctuary, where no person may be arrested
or troubled on auy cause or pretence. . I never saw so prodi-
gious a number of people assembled in any one place, except
in the city of Mecea.

Secrion IX.
Observations on warious parts of India.

“As'there was no convenience for trade at Calicuty. on ac-
count of war with the Portuguese, because: the:inhabitants in
conjunction with the Mahometans had murdered 43 Portu-
guese while I was in that city, my faithtul] friend and compa-
nion Cociazenor the Persian, formerly mentioned, thought it
best for us to depart fromthence.. Indeed, in revenge for
that crael murder, the Portuguese have ever since waged cruel
war upon Calicut, doiug infinite injury to the city and people.
Wherefore, departing from thence by way of a fine river, we
came to-a;: city named Caicolon®, which is fifty leagues from
Calicut. . The inhabitants of this city are idolaters, but it is
frequented by many merchants from different places, as its
district produces excellent pepper. At this place we found
certain merchants who were Christians, calling themsclves
followers of the apostle St Thomas. . They observe lent, or
the fast’ of forty days, as we do, and believe in the death and
resurrection of Christ, so that they celebrate Easter after our
manner, and: observe the other solemnities of the Christian
religion after the manner of the Greeks. They are common-
ly named John, James, Matthew, ‘T homas, and so forth, after
the names of the apostles. | Departing thence, - after three
.days journey we came to another city named Coulan, about
twenty leagues from Caicolon. The king of this place is an
idolater, and has an army of 20,000 men always on foot.
Coulan has an excellent harbour, and the surrounding country
produces plenty of pepper, but no corn. ' By ‘reason of the
wars, we made no stay here, and on our way farther we saw

. people

“1 From the distance and  direction of the journey or voyage, this name
may possibly be an error or corruption for Cranganore.~E.
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people fishing for pearls, in the manner already mentioned
when treating of Ormuz.

The city of Coromandel on the sea coast, is seven days sail
from Coulan. It is very large, but without walls, and is sub~
ject to the king of Narsinga, being within sight of the island
of Ceylon®.  After passing the southern point of Cape Como-
rin, the eastern coast of India produces abundance of rice.
"This city is resorted to by vast numbers of Mahometan mer-
chants from many distant countries, as from it they can travel
to various great regions and cities of India. At this place I met
with certain Christians, who affirm that the body of St Tho-
mas the apostle is buried in a certain place about twelve miles
from the city, where several Christians continually dwell to
guard the body of the saint. They told me that these Chris-
tians are evil intreated by the natives, on account of the war
carried on by the Portuguese against the people of the coun~
try ; and that the Christians are often murdered in secret,
that it may not be known to the king of Narsinga, who is in
amity with the Portuguese, and greatly favours the Christians.
Once on a time there was a conflict between the Christians and
Mahometans, in which one of the Christians was sore wound-
ed in the arm. He immediately repaired to the sepulchre of
St Thomas, where, making his prayers and touching the holy
shrine, he was immediately healed by miracle, upon which,
as it is said, the king of Narsinga has ever since greatly fa-
voured the Christians. At this place my companion sold
much of his merchandize ; but on account of war raging in
the country, we determined to depart, and sailing with much
danger over a gulf 20 leagues broad, we came to' the large
island of Zazlon, or Ceylon.

This island of Ceylon is 1000 miles in circumference, and
is divided among four powerful kings; and because of the
wars which then raged among them we could not remain
long there to acquire any minute knowledge of the country
and manners of its inhabitants. "It contains many elephants.

: At

2 From other circumstances in the text, particularly the neighbourhood
of the place where St Thomas lay buried, the city here alluded to was pro-
bably Meliapour, which formerly stood not far from Madras, or the famous
Mahabalipoor, the city of the great Bali, 16 or 18 miles from the English
settlement. The author, as on many other occasions, gives the name of
the country to the capital. As to being in sight of Ceylon, this may be an
error in transcription, and we ought to read that on the voyage between
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