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To Class 44-F: 

Yours is the second class to grc;t-du.ate from primc)ry 
.school i·n !he New Year. And with eo.ch passing day th~ 
future for this, and c>lher New "fo~rs, looks- better a.1i:! 
belt.er. You now are playing a vital part in the wogre" th~ t 
is being made in the world situation- a par.t that will beer 
more aod mo(e we.ight as the days 'JO by. 

'fou h.ave completed the fi,.t phase of your flying 
training and are well more than half way lhroug~ yo.ur Cadet' 
training. You have do.ne a good job. You are a qualified 
p•imary pilot scbool graduate, Hie road ak,e~cl ;, tough, but 
wjlh the foundation that you h'ave built here, the degree of 
your future flying progfeS• and success will deFlend upon 
your efforts. 

....___~-~~1Ll\.c. 
JAMES A. DIETERICH. JR .. &ior A. a. 
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ft'lt'ft of l~,. . ... ... 
~ to 9wtd• II;;""- Hitre .. 
P•cif!c A;, SchooJ, •• It••• llKh 
"'"" it1 J. M. Wdtrtet, Dir.nor, 
0, A. McMllf•~. Alktl•11t: «id 
Jo..., .:. s,,.~. o;,.etor of Flyi~. 

'TM'f "''" •'• ••tpon.JiW.: for 
evorythi"'9 fht ud.tt i...... ' "d 
do whiltt '-• •• P.A.S. lt b • 
.,.~•,.dout Job to ,,,.;l'lt•ih .f. 
*'•"cy •!'1"101'19 ffie hu'"'recb of 
wvr\•11 •114 t+itlr clwtiti. Me11· 
tlo11.e-cl br:tfly ++if'WI d1i1titt C.OYer 

food, 'h.ohc-r, ~ .... ~, f •• 
cJit~ •l'lcl flyil'l9 *9•1'1iutioft. 

Orot..11:.W.t:°" by ·~ +N.t 
""'11 h•t. ...,.dt tf..;, ~rri.ry S<Chool 
"- e4 ..._. "'"' ;" ... cowitr,. -... 
w~ +ht"" ..,.. ~ ,.. ••~ t•• Mt 9otl. •M for ttwir fleli'er 
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MAINTENANCE 
Oicl you ever stop to think who keeps all !h• s• 

•Jf.opie.s in ffie air, or why no ma-Her how. ~1nute 
~. the trouble, it is always reacliecl ... thin 24 
ho"'1 of ik entry into the Form 1-A 7 Well brother, 
tfii•fs why maintenance men w~re born. 

ThHe boys, ancl girls too, are on the job 24 
houl'1 • clay, ancl you can bet your bottom .clucat 
thot when they give a plane • once over, 1t has 
been clone with the proverbial fine-tooth comb. 
l et's see how they work, 0. K. 7 

It' s a bright winter morning at Dyche Auxili~ry 
Fielcl, and a• usual, all the eaQer boys are do1nq 
their best to kill the olcl diehard instructors. One J. 
Wellington Woo-Woo h,os succeeded in thoroughly 
dish-.rtening his tutor br leveling off at 75 feet, 
and then dropping in, aading a viscous ground· 
loop, digging one wing in and ending up in a 3 
point attitude on his nose. Net result: one center 
sec:lion completely retired from ac:live duty; one 
aileron panel lorn and two form ribs bent t.­
oblivion; one propeller slightly disabled, and ap 
pro1imately 128 ounces of fertile Texas sand 
sprinUed tl.roughout the engine and mount. 

After the dust had died down, the maintenanco 
man al Oyehe needed but one look to te!I that th~ 
damage was more than could be repaired on the 
spot. The crash truck was called and the limp body 
hauled away io Gibbs Field. 

Since the landing gear was, by the grace of 
God, still intact, the plane was rolled onto the 
wash-rack where it was given a steam solvent bath, 
which cleaned all the dirt and grease away. Then 
it was rolled into Hangar No. 3, where the engine 
was pulled out, and torn down for a I 00 hr. in· 
spection. 

From there, the fuselage was rolled to Hangar 
4, where lhe damaged wing was pulled from the 
wing stub and the form ribs replaced and a ne"' 
atteron installed, the damaged one being in· 
spected, and given a sharp looking fabric patch. 
~t th~ same time, there was a crew removing and 
1nstall1ng a new center section in Hangar 2-A. The 
fuselage was then also given a complete I 00 hour 
chect 

Then came the step by step assembly of 
renovated parts. The motor was •·•·installed, a new 
prop adorned the nose, and the wings were fitted 
to the new center section. Then fhe finished product 
was rolled back on the line and slated for active 
duty. 

. !hus ~n~ther ~ip was readied for use. This 
imaginary 1n1:1dent os only one of the many ways in 
which the maintenance crews work. Twenty.four 
~ours a day, seveft ~ays a week, they are on the 
lob, , forever checking, inspecting, r"pairing­
eeping Unde Sam's Junior Birdmen supp'ied with 

the utenslls of Democracy at war. I don't know 
about you Junior, but as for me well if I've got to 
b~ slati~ned in Te<as, I'm clar~ecl thankful it's at 
Gibbs Field. 



DISPATCHING 
The di•patchers 0 t the various fields h~ve on.e 

of the mo•t imporlont !ob• connected. w1~h tllm 
school. Their's is the re•ponsibility of keeping us 
•upplied with p!anes throuohout the doy. At t.hc 
head of these problems is Mr. Albert Ivy, the ch1cf 
dispatcher. ' 

Mr. Ivy oeceives a report every day from th., 
maintenance department as to. ~e numb~r of 
planes which Me available, .and it. " "!' to hu~ to 
see that each field is supplied with :ts required 
number of planes. Mr. Ivy chech over the list, a!ld 
hands out the correct number of planes to the 
vari.ous dispatcher.. for. the day. Foll?wing this, the 
dispakher for each f119ht takes his planes and 
~!lots five to each instructor for dual fli c;ihts. Then 
the fun really begins. All solo students should hav,e 
at least one solo period a d ay, and to arra nge. this 
requires a juggler of the highest class. 

No, dispaotching is not a thrilling job. It re­
quires much patience .•• more pat ience than m<>st 
people have" and so to the di.spatchiog staff o f 
.dear old P.A.S. we doff our grommets in since.t 
thanks. 

ALBERT IVY 

PA RACH UTE DEPT. 

J ohnny Kaydet saunters to his plane, 
budles on his chute, ta~es to the takeoff 
runway a nd soars upward. Johnny is no 
different from anyone else, one seldom 
thinks of his chute-until he uses it. The 
combination of a spin aQd an unfast ened 
safety belt P,Ut our friend in a position to 
think plenty as the ¢anopy of lil~ billowed 
a bove him in his desce.nt to earth. 

The unconscious faith that Johnny 
put in his 'chute is one put into e very 
flye" parachute rigger-in our cjtse Mr. 
H. T. Wilkinson. At the present he is the 
only licensed riqger at G ibbs Field but is 
l?assing the profits of. his HDerience on to 
Mrs, Madjo Collins, his a ssistant . 

Mr. Wilkinson boasls a perfect reco•d 
for efficiency- a MUST in his profession. 
Of ten jumps to date, all ha"e borne their 
passenger safely to earth. Unseen, behind 
'this record lies years of labor and ex­
perience which has o·ained Mr. Wilkinson 
a rating as Se nior Rigger. Along with this 
has -come P.lenty of work as each chute Is 
inspected e•+ernally every t en d ays and is 
opened, aired and re·Racke·d every sixty 
days. 

Tbouqh this is only the 40th year of 
aviation1 parachute..s h"ve be_,n in use for 
200 years. Packed thru' t hese years is 
more experience than one can see in a 
glance. Wilh this and men lili'e Mr. Wilkin· 
son we need never l.ose faith . 
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?T-19-0UR SHIP-We're •• proud of her as though •he had been fa•hioned 
by our c.-i·n minds. For two months she h"s ta~cn all the pounding and straining possible 
for any lady of the air- without a word. We dropped her on the ground. ground· 
looped her. <love her to her limih, and applied enough g"s lo give her a b•c~ache, but 
each time <he brought us bacl to Mother Earth with a smile. You might compare her 
to a pet dog and us to romping inf.,nts who d:> things sometimes unintentionally but. 
nevertheless, painfolly, lo the faithful animal. Those of more mature y••" and 
learning know that the infants are in 9ood care-. As the ehil.d 9rows up, however, it 
becomes necessary lo discipline him to the proper care of the pet. Now that we hav 
grown enough to treat Our Ship as she should be !rooted we find it necessary t 
leave. W ith re<Jret. we must, therefore, bid farewell to our pal, bu.I this PT will not be 
forgotten-no-siree t 
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SOLO 

PILLARS AND 
SHAODARS 

"OASIS" 

CADET QUAD 



• •• "SMOKING IN OUTER LOBBY ONLY" 

"PISTON PACKIN' PAPA" 

CARLS8AO CAVERNS 

"THE ARMY OVER MINO 
OVER MATTER" 
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VOGUE 

FAL.l OUT FOR REVEILLE IMMEDIATELY 



JUST TAKE IT EASY 

CONTACT 

FORGIVE ME Ml.STER "T" 

RJG'HT: HE 
0000 IT 
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OFF POST 

"Oh-if I only had some sack time-" well, here it is-now what 
are you 9oin9 to do with it?-sleep(hmm)-let's SH •••• get off 
bus--drug store-cross street- into the Springhurri-<>ut again •.. 
meander through hardware ... show 7-too early-swimming pool 
and ... curves ... horseback ridin9 and aching corners->leepy ?­
(uh-huh) .... time for show-<>h boy, what a swell seal cuJ.ion!- •. • 
dreams-<eveille . .. out in the fresh air again-blink your eyes.­
. . . hungry? How about some steak?-that's it ... say, that was 
good-gueS5 we ought lo 90 lo the elub for a while now-Club?­
oh my gosh!-1 had a elate for twelve.thirty this afternoon-"nice 
planning!" Apologiie and then go home and sleep! 



LEFT: 31,000,000 GALS. A DAY 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARS, 1943 

OPEN POST ANO 7 ? ? 
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FAREWELL 

-baggage all chec\ed, you 
have said goodby-e to all tl.e 
rabbits, and now you're waiting 
for that Texas version of the· Chat­
tanooga G:hoo-choo. N.ext .top­
the Mexicans liave a word for it­
"Quien Sabe 1" Wherever it is; 
however, we will •never forget Fort 
Stockton, Gibbs Field and those 
people who gave It life. We've 
kidded a great deal about sage 
brush and eaclus, but, truthfully, 
there isn't a better primary school 
in the country. 



1bis is to certify that 
on this the a I~ day 
of [)4C~-;,.,Q'6,f' 19_fi 

Jfb{¥RT 0. ARNOLO 

did. alone and unassisted 
take off from and return 
to IJYCJU 0642. g,,r.4s 

> 

thereby completing his 
first ~lo f~. 

c:i& 8· ~ 37 '-"6' "J1 
)' ' llVSTRUCTOR 

I 

THE SOLO STAFF WISHES TO EXPRESS THEIR 
GRATITUDE FOR THE INVALUABLE ASSIS­
T ANCE LT. PIERSON SO WILLFULLY EX· 
TENDED TO THEM'. 
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